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This  work  may  now  fairly  claim  the  position  of  a  standard  authority  and  medi- 
cal classic,  rive  editions  in  England,  four  in  America,  four  in  Germany,  and 
translations  in  French,  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Eussian,show  how  fully  it  has  met 
the  wants  of  the  profession  by  the  soundness  of  its  views  and  the  clearness  with 
which  they  are  presented.  Few  practitioners,  indeed,  have  had  the  opportunities 
of  observation  and  experience  enjoyed  by  the  author.  In  his  Preface  he  re- 
marks :  "  The  present  edition  embodies  the  results  of  1200  recorded  cases  and  of 
nearly  400  post-mortem  examinations,  collected  from  between  30,000  and  40,000 
children,  who,  during  the  past  twenty-six  years,  have  come  under  my  care,  either 
in  public  or  in  private  practice."  The  universal  favor  with  which  the  work 
has  been  received  shows  that  the  author  has  made  good  use  of  these  unusual 
advantages. 


Of  all  the  English  writers  on  the  diseases 
of  children,  there  is  no  one  so  entirely  satis- 
factory to  us  as  Dr.  West.  For  years  we 
have  held  his  opinions  as  judicial,  and  have 
regarded  him  as  one  of  the  highest  living 
authorities  in  the  difficult  department  of 
medical  science  in  which  he  is  most  widely 
known.  His  writings  are  characterized  by 
a  sound,  practical,  common  sense,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  bear  the  marks  of  the 
most  laborious  study  and  investigation.  We 
commend  it  to  all  as  a  most  reliable  adviser 
on  many  occasions  when  mnny  treatises  on 
the  same  subjects  will  utterly  fail  to  help  us. 
It  is  supplied  with  a  very  copious  general 
index,  and  a  special  inde.x  to  the  formulte 
scattered  throughout  the  work. — BostonMed. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  April  26,  1806. 

Dr.  West's  volume  is,  in  our  opinion,  in- 
comparably the  best  authority  upon  the 
maladies  of  children  that  the  practitioner 
can  consult.  Withal,  too — a  minor  matter, 
truly,  but  still  not  one  that  should  be  neg- 
lected— Dr.  West's  composition  possesses  a 
peculiar  charm,  beauty,  and  clenniess  of  ex- 
pression, tliu.s  afTordiiig  the  render  much 
plea.''ure,  even  independent  of  that  which 
arises  from  the  ae(i«iHition  of  valuable  truths. 
—  Chicinnali  Jouniul  of  Midicine,  March, 
186C. 

We  have  long  reg.'irdod  it  as  the  most 
scienlifio  and  ]iriictical  book  on  disoiisos  of 
children,  whiidi  has  yet  ap]>uared  in  thi.M 
country. — liiijj'alu  Medical  Jonnutl, 

Undoubtedly  one  of  the  host  books  on  the 
HulijccI  we  have  ever  .seen,  and  we  cheerfully 
rucniiiini'iid  it  lo  I  he  profession. — iV.  (J.  Mid. 
Record,  July  I,  1800. 


To  occupy  in  medical  literature,  in  regard 
to  diseases  of  children,  the  enviable  position 
which  Dr.  Watson's  treatise  does  on  the  dis- 
eases of  adults,  is  now  very  generally  as- 
signed to  our  author,  and  his  book  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  profession  everywhere  as  an 
original  work  of  great  value. — Md.  and  Va. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jo?irnal. 

Dr.  West's  works  need  no  recommenda- 
tion at  this  date  from  any  hands.  The  vol- 
ume before  us,  especially,  has  won  for  itself 
a  large  and  well-deserved  popularity  among 
the  profession,  wherever  the  English  tongue 
is  spoken.  Many  years  will  elapse  before  it 
will  be  replaced  in  public  estimation  by  any 
similar  treatise,  and  seldom  again  will  the 
same  subject  be  discussed  in  a  clearer,  more 
vigorous,  or  pleasing  style,  with  equal  sim- 
plicity and  power. — Charleston  Medical 
Journal  and  Review. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  volume,  no  subject 
on  which  it  treats,  which  tloes  not  exhibit 
the  kei'ii  perception,  the  clear  judgiiuMit,  and 
the  sound  reasoning  of  the  author.  It  will 
be  found  a  most  useful  guide  to  the  young 
[iraetitioner,  directing  him  in  his  nianago- 
nii'iit  of  children's  diseases  in  the  clearest 
]>iis.'<iblo  nianner,  an<l  enlightenin;;  him  on 
many  a  dubious  i)atliol()gicMl  pniut,  while  the 
older  one  will  linil  in  it  many  a  suggestion 
and  practical  hint  of  groat  value. — Brit.  Am. 
Med.  Journal. 

Dr.  West's  book  is  the  bast  that  has  over 
been  written  in  the  I'liiglisTi  language  on  the 
diseases  of  infiiney  and  ehildliood.  —  Colum- 
bus licviciv  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


The  adoption  of  a  somewhat  fuller  page  than  in  the  pre- 
vious editions  has  enabled  me  to  increase  the  matter  without 
adding  to  the  size  of  the  book. 

The  chief  additions  will  be  found  under  the  heads  of 
Uterine  Hsematocele  and  Ovarian  Disease :  but  I  have  care- 
fully revised  the  whole  work,  and  added  to  it  wherever 
larger  experience  has  increased  my  knowledge. 


61    WiMPOLE  SrEET, 

April  30,  1864. 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION, 


The  kind  indulgence  with  which '  the  first  part  of  these 
Lectures  was  received  has  already  rendered  a  new  edition  of 
it  necessary.  A  shorter  time,  too,  than  I  feared  has  sufficed 
for  the  fulfilment  of  my  pledge,  and  the  completion  of  the 
work. 

Many  subjects  that  deserve  a  longer  notice  are  touched 
on  here  but  slightly,  and  others  of  a  purely  surgical  nature 
are  completely  passed  over,  for  I  have  not  ventured  to  teach 
concerning  matters  with  reference  to  which  I  feel  myself  to 
be  still  altogether  a  learner;  while  I  have  always  regarded 
mere  compilation,  uncontrolled  by  large  experience,  as  more 
apt  to  perpetuate  error  than  to  diffuse  truth. 

But  I  have  a  more  agreeable  duty  to  perform  than  that 
of  confessing  my  shortcomings,  and  pleading  in  their  exten- 
uation. To  one  of  my  colleagues  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital I  have  been  constantly  indebted  wherever  the  aid  of 
the  surgeon  was  necessary;  and  Mr.  Paget's  dexterous  hand, 
and  sound  judgment,  and  ready  friendliness,  were  always 
given  almost  without  the  asking.     Many  cases,  those  espe- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


cially  of  ovarian  disease,  we  observed  and  treated  together ; 
and  my  opinions  have  often  been  modified,  and  my  conduct 
influenced  by  his  suggestions.  My  readers  will  reap  the 
benefit;  it  is  for  me,  with  best  and  warmest  thanks,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation. 


61  WiMPOLE  Street, 
October,  1858 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION 
OF  THE  FIRST  PART. 


These  Lectures  are  a  first  instalment  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  that  debt  which  the  opportunities  of  a  hospital 
and  the  responsibilities  of  a  teacher  impose  upon  me.  A 
second  volume,  which  will  treat  of  all  the  remaining  dis- 
eases of  the  female  system,  will  appear,  if  health  and  strength 
are  spared  me,  within  three  years  from  this  time.  I  have 
published  this  part  separately,  because  I  believe  that  students 
and  junior  practitioners  stand  in  much  need  of  that  help 
which,  with  reference  to  an  important  class  of  these  ailments, 
it  may  perhaps  afford  them. 

To  almost  all  persons  there  is  probably  more  of  pain  than 
of  pleasure  in  looking  back  upon  a  work  on  which  much 
time  and  labor  have  been  expended ;  so  wide  is  in  general 
the  distance  between  the  endeavor  and  its  fulfilment.  To 
myself,  the  consciousness  of  doubt  has  often,  while  engaged 
upon  these  Lectures,  been  very  painful,  and  the  sense  of  im- 
perfect knowledge  has  pressed  heavily  upon  me,  and  does  so 
still. 


Xll  ADVERTISEMENT. 

I  commend  the  book,  however,  to  the  kindly  judgment  of 
my  professional  brethren,  as  embodying  the  results  of  ten 
years  of  observation  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital,  and  of  the 
honest  attempt  to  gather  from  each  day's  added  experience 
something  more  or  better,  for  the  use  of  those  who  look  to 
me  for  help  and  guidance. 


WiMPOLE  Street, 
April,  1856. 
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THE 


DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 


LECTURE    I. 

INTEODXJCTORY. 

Kevie'w  of  subjects  already  considered  in  the  Lectures  on  Midwifery — Eeasons  for 
having  postponed  the  Study  of  the  Diseases  of  Women — Twofold  Knowledge 
requisite  for  their  study — Dangers  and  mistakes  arising  from  want  of  it — 
Illustrative  cases.  Symptoms  of  these  diseases  furnished  by  disturbance  of 
function,  alteration  of  sensibility,  and  change  of  texture.  Symptoms  of  first 
two  classes  considered. 

Gentlemen:  Some  of  you,  perhaps,  remember  that  I  endeav- 
ored, at  the  commeucement  of  my  Lectures  on  Midwifery,  to 
point  out  to  you  the  various  respects  in  which  the  generative 
system  plays  a  more  important  part  in  the  organism  of  woman 
than  in  that  of  the  man.  I  called  your  attention  to  its  constantly 
recurring  activity,  as  displayed  in  the  periodical  return  of  menstrua- 
tion, to  its  far-reaching  influence  as  manifested  in  the  various  phe- 
nomena that  attend  upon  pregnancy  and  labor,  and  to  the  impress 
which  the  whole  body  bears  of  the  special  adaptation  of  every  part 
for  the  most  complete  performance  of  its  functions.  I  pointed  out 
to  you,  how,  as  the  child  grows,  the  womb  grows  with  it ;  how  its 
lowly  organized  tissues  become  developed ;  its  vessels  increase  in 
size;  nerve-matter  is  deposited  within  the  sheaths,  so  delicate  as 
to  have  been  almost  imperceptible  before ;  and  the  uterus  becomes 
at  length  what  old  anatomists  have  not  hesitated  to  call  it, — Mira- 
culum  ISTaturEe.  And  next  I  described  to  you  the  means  by  which 
all  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  parturition  are  surmounted; 
and  then  told  you  how,  all  the  grand  functions  of  the  uterus  being 
thus  completed,  its  tissue  undergoes  degradation  and  decay,  its 
vessels  shrink,  its  nerves  dwindle  to  their  former  size,  all  the 
emunctories  of  the  body  bearing  their  part  in  the  removal  of  the 
now  useless  materials ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  nature  labors 
to  form  a  new  uterus,  fitted  to  go  once  more  through  the  same 
marvellous  changes,  and  to  answer  the  same  important  ends.     I 
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entered  then  into  such  details,  not  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  idle 
wonder,  but  in  order  to  lead  you  to  the  obvious  inference  that 
processes  so  complicated  must  be  very  apt  to  become  disordered ; 
■  that  it  must,  therefore,  be  your  duty,  and  ought  to  be  your  pleasure, 
to  acquaint  yourselves  with  them  and"  their  disorders ;  that  you 
might  learn  to  know  what  is  healthful,  to  correct  what  is  contrary 
to  nature,  or  to  render  ills  that  are  unavoidable  as  small  as  possible. 
Thus  convinced,  as  I  trust,  of  the  importance  of  the  study,  you 
have  completed  the  examination  into  the  physiology  of  the  female 
sex,  in  so  far  as  the  reproductive  processes  are  concerned,  and 
have  inquired,  moreover,  into  the  various  circumstances  by  which 
the  generative  organs  are  liable  to  be  disturbed  in  the  performance 
of  their  highest  functions,  the  signs  of  such  disturbance,  and  the 
means  whereby  it  may  be  remedied.  * 

But,  as  the  generative  system  in  woman  has  functions  that  it 
performs  independent  of  those  highest  offices  which  it  discharges 
when  a  germ  has  been  impregnated,  and  becomes  developed  to  a 
new  being,  so  their  disturbance  is  not  without  serious  influence  on 
the  whole  organism.  The  establishment  of  the  sexual  power  at 
puberty,  and  its  extinction  with  advancing  age,  both  exert  impor- 
tant influence  on  the  constitution  ;  at  both  of  these  epochs  there  is 
an  increased  liability  to  disease,  and  at  the  former  a  marked  in- 
crease in  the  rate  of  niortalit}^  All  through  the  time  of  sexual 
vigor  too,  a  thousand  causes  may  derange  the  regular  recurrence 
of  the  manifestations  of  its  activity,  and  thereby  throw  the  whole 
complex  machinery  of  the  body  into  disorder. 

The  disorders  of  the  sexual  functions,  then,  and  the  way  in  which 
they  react  on  the  general  health,  or  are  acted  on  by  it,  call  mani- 
festly for  sonle  of  your  attention ;  but  even  when  you  have  famil- 
iarized yourselves  with  them  most  completely,  your  acquaintance 
with  the  diseases  of  women  will  be  but  just  beginning,  for  the 
organs  which  subserve  these  functions  may  be  themselves  diseased. 
These  organs,  too,  are  complicated  in  their  structure ;  formed  of 
various  tissues,  but  bound  together  by  sympathies  so  close  that  one 
part  cannot  be  the  seat  of  suflering  without  all  suffering  together; 
and  hence  it  is  often  no  easy  task  to  unravel  the  tangled  web  of 
symptoms,  and  to  find  out  where  the  mischief  is,  and  what  it  is, 
to  which  so  nian}^  manifestations  of  disease  are  due. 

I  have  deferred  till  now  inviting  you  to  enter  on  the  study  of 
these  affections,  on  account  of  the  many  ditHcultios  by  which  it  is 
attended,  and  on  account  of  the  need  you  will  find,  in  pursuing  it, 
of  that  special  knowledge  which  you  have  acquired  while  attend- 
ing lectures  on  midwiiery,  as  Avell  as  of  that  acquaintance  with 
practical  medicine  which  careful  observation  in  the  wards  of  the 
hospital  can  alone  supply.  Knowledge  of  both  of  these  kinds  is 
equally  necessary  ;  the  want  of  the  one  or  of  .the  other  is  the  cause 
of  those  two  errors  into  which  practitioners  not  infrequentl}'  fall. 
Some  men  regard  the  local  ailment  as  everything ;  others  almost 
lose  sight  of  its  existence,  and  it  is  diflicult  to  sa}^  Avhicli  of  these 
two  errors  is  the  more  mischievous.     A  woman  up[)lics  to  a  prac- 
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titioner  who  is  guilty  of  the  first-mentioned  error,  complaining  of 
painful  and  scanty  menstruation  ;  he  at  once  adopts  mechanical 
means  for  her  relief.  He  introduces  bougies  to  widen  the  canal, 
and  to  remove  some,  perhaps  imaginary,  contraction  of  the  ceiwix 
uteri,  by  which  he  conceives  the  escape  of  the  menstrual  fluid  to 
be  impeded,  and  he  even  incises  it  to  make  sure  of  enlarging  its 
calibre.  After  undergoing  much  pain  of  body,  and  much  distress 
of  mind,  the  patient  finds  herself  at  the  end  of  these  manipulations 
no  better  than  when  they  began  ;  the  cause  of  her  sufferings  lay 
deeper,  and  was  to  have  been  found  in  the  derangement  of  her 
general  health,  which  would  have  attracted  the  notice  of  a  better 
physician,  and  which  well-directed  measures  would  probably  have 
cured.  Let  me  mention  another  case  as  illustrative  of  the  opposite 
error.  A  patient  seeks  for  relief  on  account  of  profuse  menstrua- 
tion, attended  with  discharge  of  coagula,  but  accompanied  with 
little  or  no  pain.  General  treatment  is  adopted,  the  patient  is  con- 
fined to  the  recumbent  posture,  in  a  cool  and  well-ventilated  room, 
astringents  are  given  internally,  cold  is  applied  locally,  and  no 
sign  of  disorder  of  the  general  health  is  allowed  tS  pass  without 
appropriate  means  for  its  cure ;  but  yet  amendment  does  not  follow, 
for  the  bleeding  depends  upon  the  presence  of  a  minute  polypus, 
which  nothing  but  careful  examination  of  the  uterus  could  dis- 
cover. In  the  one  case,  a  crass  mechanical  treatment  was  adopted 
to  cure  an  affection  that  depended  on  the  state  of  the  general 
health ;  in  the  other,  general  treatment  failed  to  remove  symp- 
toms which  careful  investigation  would  have  shown  to  depend 
upon  a  local  cause. 

But  I  need  not  draw  upon  imaginary  cases  in  order  to  enforce 
the  caution  that  I  am  desirous  of  impressing  on  you ;  the  records 
either  of  hospital  or  of  private  practice  afiford  illustrations  of  it  in 
abundance. 

A  middle-aged  woman  complained  of  frequent  desire  to  pass 
water,  and  of  discomfort  in  voiding  it ;  she  was  dyspeptic  and  out 
of  health.  Her  urine  was  tested,  and  found  to  contain  albumen  ; 
and  the  irritable  state  of  her  bladder  was  assumed  to  be  dependent 
on  the  disease  of  her  kidneys.  Treatment  improved  her  general 
health,  but  brought  no  relief  to  her  dysuria.  At  length  careful 
observation  discovered  the  albumen  to  be  due  to  the  admixture  of 
vaginal  discharges  with  her  urine — a  not  infrequent  source  of  it 
in  women  who  suffer  from  leucorrhoea ;  while  examination,  which 
had  been  delayed  too  long,  detected  a  small  vascular  tumor  just 
within  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  to  the  irritation  produced  by 
which  her  symptoms  were  due,  as  was  shown  by  their  immediate 
disappearance  on  its  removal. 

A  young  lady  whose  health  had  never  been  robust,  began  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  to  menstruate  irregularly  and  scantily,  and  to 
suffer  at  the  same  time  from  pruritus  of  the  vulva.  Eor  this 
symptom  various  local  applications  were  resorted  to,  and  more 
than  once  she  underwent  the  distress  of  an  examination  which 
discovered  nothing  more  than  an  increased  degree  of  redness 
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about  the  labia  and  nymphse.  At  length,  with  the  decline  of  her 
general  health,  she  came  under  the  care  of  another  physician,  who 
ascertained  that  sugar  was  present  in  her  urine.  The  pruritus, 
like  the  itching  of  the  urethra  in  the  male  subject,  was  the  con- 
sequence and  the  symptom  of  the  diabetes  of  which  the  poor  girl 
eventually  died. 

A  woman  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  a  few  years  ago  in  a 
state  of  extreme  sufiering ;  her  countenance  was  very  anxious ;  she 
lay  in  bed  with  her  knees  drawn  up,  dreading  the  slightest  move- 
ment; her  abdomen  was  intolerant  even  of  the  slightest  pressure. 
She  was  reputed  to  have  peritonitis,  and  had  been  bled  for  this, 
as  well  as  abundantly  salivated  before  her  admission,  yet  without 
relief  But  with  all  this  her  skin  was  perspiring,  and  her  pulse 
was  soft,  and  not  increased  in  frequency.  Her  history  was,  that 
after  vague  uterine  ailments  for  a  month,  she  was  suddenly  attacked 
by  violent  pain  in  the  womb,  attended  with  bearing-down  eiforts 
equal  in  intensity  to  those  of  labor.  These  subsided,  but  the 
pain  was  referred  to  the  bladder,  and  desire  to  pass  water  became 
very  frequent.  This  too  abated,  and  the  next  complaint  was  of 
violent  pain  in  the  shoulder,  which  was  encountered  by  active 
measures  for  the  relief  of  alleged  inflammation  of  the  shoulder- 
joint;  and  the  pain  in  the  shoulder  suddenly  ceasing,  the  severe 
abdominal  suffering  at  once  succeeded  it.  A  hot  hip-bath  gave 
almost  immediate  relief,  though  the  patient  screamed  when  moved 
in  order  to  be  placed  in  it ;  and  a  full  dose  of  opium  was  followed 
by  some  hours  of  quiet  sleep.  The  next  day  no  pain  was  com- 
plained of  except  over  the  pubes,  and  this  soon  disappeared  under 
the  use  of  anod^mes ;  and  steel  and  good  food  completed  the  cure 
of  a  case  of  hysterical  peritonitis. 

Now  these  cases,  to  which  it  would  be  very  easy  to  add  many 
more,  are  all  examples  of  the  error  of  making  too  little  or  too 
much  of  symptoms  indicating  disorder  of  the  sexual  system.  Your 
general  medical  knowledge  must  keep  you  from  the  latter ;  it  is 
my  special  duty  to  arm  you  against  the  former,  or  rather,  as  much 
as  in  me  lies,  to  defend  you  from  both. 

With  this  view  I  propose  to-day  to  make  a  few  introductory 
remarks  upon  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  disease  of  tlte  generative 
organs  in  the  female,  and  on  the  means  of  investigating  them. 

There  are  three  modes,  in  some  or  all  of  which  these  alfections 
manifest  themselves — namely,  by  causing  disturbance  of  function, 
alteration  of  sensihility,  or  change  of  texture. 

The  ovaries  are  the  grand  organs  of  sexual  activity  in  the  female; 
and  during  the  whole  time  that  sexual  life  continues,  thoy  are 
em[)loyed  in  the  healthy  individual  in  bringing  ova  to  maturity, 
and  then  in  extruding  them  at  certain  periods  when  they  have 
attained  a  stat(!  of  iitness  for  further  develo[>nu'nt,  if  subjcctiHl  to 
the  fecundating  iiifiucnce  of  the  semen.  Accomjtanyiiig  this  in- 
ternal process,  the  conseciucnce  and  the  evidence  of  the  local  con- 
gestion which  attends  it,  we  o])Scrve  a  ])criodical  discharge  of  blood 
constituting  menstruation.     The  regular  return  of  menstruation. 
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its  accomplisliment  within  a  given  period,  attended  by  a  certain 
average  amouDt  of  discharge,  and  by  no  more  than  a  certain  average 
degree  of  discomfort,  are  regarded  by  women,  and  with  propriety, 
as  conclusive  evidences  of  the  healthy  state  of  the  sexual  functions. 
In  every  inquiry  therefore,  with  regard  to  supposed  disease  of  the 
generative  apparatus,  the  mode  in  which  this  function  is  performed 
must  engage  3'our  careful  attention.  You  know  menstruation  to 
be  merely  the  sign  of  a  more  important  process  going  on  deeper 
within  the  organism.  The  non-appearance  of  the  discharge,  then, 
or  its  suppression,  suggests  at  once  many  important  inquiries  which 
must  be  carefully  followed  up,  till  you  can  return  to  them  a  satis- 
factory reply.  Is  the  system  so  feeble  that,  like  an  ill-thriven 
plant,  its  sexual  power  remains  altogether  in  abeyance  ?  or  are 
the  ovaries  themselves  diseased  ?  or  does  the  internal  process  go 
on,  while  yet,  owing  to  some  mechanical  cause  obstructing  the 
escape  of  the  discharge,  its  outward  manifestation  is  wanting?  or 
is  its  appearance  prevented  by  some  disorder  of  the  general  system, 
or  of  the  uterus,  which  incapacitates  that  organ  from  performing 
its  usual  office  as  a  kind  of  safety-valve  by  means  of  which  the 
congested  pelvic  vessels  are  relieved  of  their  superabundant  blood? 
Or  is  perchance  none  of  these  suppositions  correct,  and  is  the  real 
explanation  of  the  suppression  of  the  menses  to  be  found  in  a 
physiological  not  in  a  pathological  occurrence,  and  are  the  symp- 
toms those  of  pregnancy,  not  those  of  disease  ?  Such  are  the 
important  questions  which,  in  every  case  of  suppressed  menstrual 
discharge,  you  must  endeavor  to  answer,  and  to  which,  both  for 
your  own  reputation  as  well  as  for  your  patient's  well-being,  it  is 
of  the  greatest  moment  that  you  should  return  a  correct  reply. 
Or,  again,  your  patient  suffers  from  what  she  conceives  to  be  ex- 
cessive menstruation,  her  health  is  breaking  down  beneath  it. 
Whence  comes  the  discharge  ?  is  it  due  to  a  state  of  general  pleth- 
ora, which  nature  endeavors  to  relieve  by  this  outlet,  though 
in  her  endeavors  she  exceeds  the  limits  of  safety  ?  or  are  the  vessels 
so  weak  that  blood  escapes  from  them  with  dangerous  profusion  ? 
or  is  the  hemorrhage  due  to  neither  of  these  causes,  but  to  a  breach 
of  surface,  to  some  ulcer  of  the  womb  from  which  the  blood  flows, 
or  to  some  morbid  growth,  or  formidable  organic  disease,  the  effect 
of  which  is  rendered  more  serious  just  at  those  times  when  the 
uterus  becomes  more  than  usually  congested  ?  These,  and  similar 
inquiries,  possess  a  special  importance  at  certain  epochs  of  a 
woman's  life ;  for  when  the  sexual  powers  are  on  the  decline, 
disease  is  especially  liable  to  be  set  up,  and  you  therefore  regard 
all  menstrual  irregularities  at  that  time  with  closer  attention  than 
at  any  former  period. 

But  there  are  other  subsidiary  functions  performed  by  the  gener- 
ative organs,  the  disturbance  of  which  is  sometimes  the  occasion 
of  mere  discomfort,  at  other  times  the  indication  of  serious  disease. 
These  organs  present  a  great  variety  of  secreting  surfaces,  which 
furnish  matters  of  various  kinds,  subserving  various  purposes.  A 
slight  secretion  moistens  the  interior  of  the  Fallopian  tubes,  just 
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as  it  does  that  of  all  viscera,  and  except  near  the  monthly  periods 
of  sexual  activity,  it  is  by  little  more  than  a  mere  halitus  that  the 
cavity  of  the  womb  itself  is  lubricated.  The  large  mucous  crypts 
or  glands  about  its  neck  furnish  a  peculiar  secretion,  which  is 
generally  present  at  all  times,  though  most  abundant  during  preg- 
nancy. The  mucous  follicles  of  the  vagina  pour  out  a  somewhat 
copious  secretion  upon  its  surface ;  and  the  two  glands  which  are 
seated  one  on  either  side  of  its  entrance,  and  which,  under  the 
name  of  Duverney's  glands,  correspond  to  Cowper's  glands  in  the 
male,  furnish  an  abundant  discharge  at  the  time  of  sexual  con- 
gress ;  and,  lastly,  numerous  mucous  crypts  and  sebaceous  follicles 
on  the  nymphse,  the  interior  of  the  labia,  and  about  the  vestibulum, 
supply  a  suitable  secretion  to  lubricate  those  parts.  From  any 
or  all  of  these  sources  secretion  may  be  furnished,  excessive  in 
quantity,  and  more  or  less  altered  in  character.  The  secretion  may 
be  a  mere  leucorrhoea,  an  increased  flux  from  otherwise  healthy 
tissue ;  it  may  be  a. purulent  discharge  from  inflammation  of  a 
mucous  membrane,  or  it  may  be  furnished  from  an  ulcer  of  the 
womb ;  or,  it  may  not  be  simple  pus,  but  an  offensive  sanies  from 
a  wide-spread  cancer  of  the  organ,  or  of  some  part  adjacent.  Your 
patient  may  come  to  you  in  complete  ignorance  as  to  which  of  all 
these  is  the  cause  of  the  affection  under  which  she  is  laboring  : 
she  looks  to  you  for  an  answer  to  her  doubts,  and  for  relief  to  her 
sufferings. 

Diseases  of  these  organs,  however,  are  associated  not  merely  with 
altered  function,  but  also  with  disordered  sensibility,  and  that  not 
only  of  the  part  affected,  but  also  of  others  more  or  less  distant. 
There  is  hardly  any  more  fertile  source  of  erroneous  diagnosis  with 
reference  to  the  diseases  of  women  than  the  overlooking  the  import 
of  some  of  these  alterations  of  sensibility,  and  the  not  connecting 
with  its  proper  cause  the  sympathetic  affection  of  some,  perhaps, 
distant  organ.  If  a  woman  complain  of  a  sense  of  heaviness  in 
the  pelvis,  of  bearing-down  pain,  of  pain  in  the  loins  and  about 
the  sacrum,  or  shooting  down  the  thighs,  our  attention  is  naturally 
directed  to  the  state  of  her  sexual  organs,  and  we  are  not  likely, 
with  moderate  caution,  to  overlook  the  real  seat  of  her  disease. 
In  many  cases  too,  something  beyond  the  seat  of  the  disease  may 
be  learned  if  we  notice  the  character  of  the  pain  from  which  the 
patient  suffers,  since  tliisis  usually  of  one  kind  if  inflammation  be 
present,  of  another  if  there  be  cancerous  disease,  of  a  third  if  there 
be  displacement  of  the  womb.  These  minutise,  too,  are  of  all  the 
more  importance  for  us  to  attend  to,  since  there  are  no  other  dis- 
eases in  wliicli  that  personal  investigation  by  whicli  so  many 
questions  can  be  at  once  answered  is  attended  by  so  many  diffi- 
culties, both  from  the  natural  repugnance  ol'the  patient  to  submit 
to  it,  as  well  as  from  the  imperfection  of  our  means  of  examina- 
tion. 

But  disease  of  these  organs  is  not  seldom  attended  b}^  pain  which 
is  referred  not  to  tlie  rc^al  seat  of  the  miHchief,  but  to  some  other, 
perhaps  some  distant  part.     Women  may  ap[)ly  to  you  who  seem 
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out  of  health,  and  in  whom  you  may,  perhaps,  at  first,  suspect  the 
existence  of  uterine  disease;  but  they  appear  annoyed  at  inquiries 
with  reference  to  their  sexual  functions,  or  perhaps  deny,  and  with 
perfect  truth,  the  existence  of  any  pain  in  the  uterus,  or  its  imme- 
diate neighborhood.  Perhaps,  however,  they  may  confess  to  pain 
in  the  rectum,  especially  at  the  time  of  defecation ;  or  may  speak 
of  symptoms  which  they  refer  to  hemorrhoids ;  or  may  complain 
of  sciatica,  or  of  lumbago.  Always  suspect  the  import  of  these 
sufferings  ;  bear  in  mind  the  wide  sympathies  of  the  pregnant 
womb,  and  keep  all  your  vigilance  active;  it  is  highly  probable 
that  these  anomalous  symptoms  will  resolve  themselves  into  the 
effects  of  uterine  disease. 

l^or  are  they  merely  strange  and  intractable  forms  of  local  ail- 
ment which  should  call  your  special  attention  to  the  uterus  and  its 
functions.  The  pregnant  wom^an  suffers  almost  invariably  from 
nausea  and  vomiting ;  her  appetite  often  becomes  capricious,  and 
her  digestive  functions  are  frequently  ill  performed ;  while  it  is  far 
from  unusual  for  her  to  have  attacks  of  headache,  or  of  tic-do  ulou- 
reux,  though  she  may  at  other  times  enjoy  a  complete  immunity 
from  all  such  ailments.  But  just  as  disorder  of  the  functions  of 
other  organs  not  seldom  attends  upon  the  physiological  processes 
going  on  in  the  womb,  so  may  it  follow  upon  uterine  irritation 
produced  by  disease ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  most  obstinate 
forms  of  dyspepsia,  and  a  still  larger  number  of  hysterical  and 
nervous  affections,  have  been  excited  and  are  kept  up  by  disease 
of  the  womb.  In  a  great  many  of  these  cases,  minute  inquiry 
elicits  evidence  of  functional  disorder  of  the  generative  organs,  as 
shown  by  disturbed  menstruation,  by  leucorrhceal  discharges,  or 
by  painful  sensations,  although  none  of  these  symptoms  may  have 
been  so  marked  as  to  have  engaged  the  patient's  notice ;  or  she 
may  have  regarded  them  as  trivial  accidents  not  worth  mention 
when  compared  with  the  other,  and  to  her  feelings  the  more  im- 
portant causes  of  her  sufferings.^ 

IsTeed  I  guard  myself  against  being  misunderstood — against  be- 
ing supposed  to  say  that,  in  the  management  of  a  woman  who  is 
dyspeptic,  your  attention  is  to  be  turned  less  to  the  state  of  her 
stomach  than  to  that  of  her  womb;  or  that,  if  a  woman  suffer 
from  neuralgia,  you  are  at  once  to  suspect  the  existence  of  uterine 
disease?  I  mean  no  such  thing;  but  what  I  do  mean  is,  that,  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases  occurring  among  patients  of  the  female 
sex,  you  should  always  bear  in  mind  that,  besides  the  ordinary 
causes  of  disease  common  to  both  sexes,  there  is  another  set  of 
causes  peculiar  to  themselves.  Whenever,  therefore,  the  ordinary 
principles  of  pathology  fail  to  explain,  or  the  ordinary  proceedings 
of  therapeutics  prove  inadequate  to  cure  the  ailments  of  any  female 

1  In  vol.  ii  of  Lisfranc's  Clinique  Chirurgicale,  8vo.,  Paris,  1842,  from  p.  182  to 
p.  256,  are  some  remarks,  with  illustrative  cases,  on  errors  of  diagnosis  in  uterine 
disease,  which,  though  not  free  from  the  characteristic  faults  of  that  writer,  will 
yet  well  repay  an  attentive  perusal. 
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patient,  it  behooves  you  to  remember  that  in  her  sex,  and  in  its 
peculiar  diseases,  you  may  perhaps  find  a  ckie  to  the  cause  of  her 
present  symptoms,  and  discover  indications  which  may  show  you 
how  to  accomplish  their  cure. 


LECTUEE    11. 

INTEODUCTOET. 


Symptoms  of  disease  of  generative  organs,  furnished  by  alterations  of  size,  texture, 
or  situation,  to  be  ascertained  only  by  examination — General  remarks  on  the 
subject — Examination  either  tactile  or  instrumental — Tactile  examination  of 
the  abdomen,  per  vaginam,  per  rectum — Instrumental  examination,  by  means 
of  the  Uterine  Sound ;  description  of  the  instrument,  and  rules  for  its  intro- 
duction ;  examination  with  the  Speculum  ;  varieties  of  the  instrument ;  rules 
for  its  introduction ;  attempt  to  estimate  its  value. 

There  was  not  time  at  our  last  meeting  for  the  due  considera- 
tion of  the  third  and  last  class  of  indications  of  disease  of  the  genera- 
tive organs — namely,  ihoQQ  furnished  by  alterations  of  their  size,  tex- 
ture, or  situation.  I  must  therefore  direct  your  attention  to  them 
to-day. 

It  is,  I  conceive,  quite  needless  for  me  to  preface  what  I  have  to 
say  by  any  remarks  upon  the  importance  of  these  signs,  or  upon 
the  necessity  of  ascertaining  the  presence  or  absence  of  any  of 
these  changes  in  a  great  majority  of  the  cases  in  which  our  pa- 
tient's symptoms  indicate  some  disorder  of  her  sexual  functions. 

The  examination,  however,  by  which  alone  this  information  can 
be  obtained,  must  be  extremely  painful  to  a  woman's  feelings, 
since  she  is  not  now,  as  in  the  time  of  labor,  impelled  by  the 
extremity  of  her  sufierings  to  submit  to  anything  for  the  sake  of 
relief.  She  seems,  indeed,  to  be  now  peculiarly  alive  to  every 
painful  impression ;  and  while  she  feels  almost  overwhelmed  by  a 
sense  of  humiliation  at  having  to  undergo  an  examination,  of  the 
necessity  for  which  she  may  yet  feel  fully  convinced,  she  will 
judge  with  painful  minuteness  each  act  of  yours — any  needless 
delay,  any  careless  exposure  of  her  person,  any  apparent  want  of 
delicacy  or  consideration.  With  tlie  greatest  care,  indeed,  you 
will  not  always  escape  from  undeserved  blame ;  without  it,  3''0U 
will  perpetually  wound  your  ]»aticnt's  i'eelings,  and  if  you  do  not 
injui'o  your  own  prospects,  you  will  yet  fail  to  sui)i)ort  the  dignity 
of  your  j)rofcRsion,  and  will  lead  to  the  inlbrence  that  tliei'C  is  at 
least  one  do})artnient  of  the  art  of  healing  incompatible  with  the 
tone,  and  nuiuTier,  and  feeling  of  a  high  bred  gentleman.  The 
familiarity  which  hospital  ]>ractiee  ])egets  with  these  ailments 
among  women  whose  sensibilities  are  not  always  as  keen  as  those 
of  i)erHonH  in  a  higher  (dass  of  life,  or  the  circumstance  that  they 
do  not  venture  to  express  tlie  pain  which  want  of  consideration 
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may  have  caused  tliem,  leads  but  too  often  to  carelessness  in  these 
respects  on  the  part  of  men  who  would  yet  shrink  from  the  idea 
of  inflicting  a  moment's  unnecessary  suffering  upon  any  one.  I 
am  therefore  all  the  more  anxious  to  impress  upon  you  that  the 
delicacy  with  which  you  ought  to  conduct  all  your  investigations 
into  the  diseases  of  women,  is  not  a  thing  which  can  be  assumed 
for  the  nonce,  but  that  it  must  be  the  habit  of  the  mind,  must 
therefore  have  been  acquired  now  during  your  pupilage,  and  in 
the  midst  of  your  intercourse  with  the  poor. 

"We  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  disease  of 
the  generative  organs,  either  by  manual  examination  or  by  ocular 
inspection ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  investigations  with 
the  greater  accuracy,  we  not  infrequently  employ  instruments  of 
different  kinds.  The  simplest  mode  of  examination,  and  that  which 
causes  our  patient  the  least  distress  or  alarm,  is  that  in  which  we 
employ  our  sense  of  touch  alone,  unaided  by  any  apparatus  what- 
ever. It  is  perhaps  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  remind  you  that, 
while  it  is  our  duty  to  use  every  means  essential  to  the  thorough 
investigation  of  our  patient's  condition,  it  is  no  less  our  duty  to 
make  no  needless  examination  ;  never  to  use  an  instrument  when 
we  can  ascertain  all  that  is  necessary  without  it ;  never  to  resort 
to  ocular  inspection  when  we  can  feel  a  reasonable  certainty  that 
by  the  sense  of  touch  alone  we  have  arrived  at  a  true  knowledge 
of  the  disease. 

We  derive  information  from  our  sense  of  touch  when  applied 
either  through  the  abdominal  walls,  or  by  the  vagina,  or  the  rec- 
tum. Examination  of  the  abdomen  is  not  always  called  for;  when 
it  appears  necessary,  it  is  well  to  begin  with  it.  For  this  purpose 
the  patient  should  lie  upon  her  back,  with  her  knees  drawn  up  so 
as  to  relax  the  abdominal  muscles.  It  is  very  seldom  necessary 
to  apply  the  hand  to  the  uncovered  surface ;  the  interposition  of 
the  patient's  shift  little  if  at  all  interfering  with  the  accuracy  of 
the  examination.  Care  should  be  taken  that  your  hands  are  not 
cold ;  if  they  are,  this  will  not  only  annoy  your  patient,  but,  by 
exciting  contraction  of  her  abdominal  muscles,  may  seriously  im- 
pede your  investigation.  Placing  both  hands  upon  the  abdomen, 
you  make  at  first  very  gentle  pressure,  increasing  it  by  degrees  as 
the  patient  becomes  accustomed  to  it,  and  trying  to  engage  her  in 
conversation,  and  thus  to  distract  her  attention,  if  either  pain  or 
alarm  should  cause  her  to  throw  her  abdominal  muscles  into 
action.  You  thus  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  general  con- 
tour of  the  abdomen,  and  by  examining  at  either  side  as  well  as 
in  the  centre,  you  detect  any  tumor  which  may  be  present  there. 
Supposing  any  such  growth  to  be  discovered,  you  must  examine 
well  its  form,  its  size,  its  attachments,  its  degree  of  mobility,  and 
the  amount  of  tenderness  or  pain  which  .meddling  with  it  occa- 
sions. Is  it  due  to  accumulation  of  faeces  in  the  large  intestine ; 
to  enlargement  of  the  liver  or  spleen  ;  or  is  it  perhaps  merely  the 
result  of  a  general  fulness  of  the  abdomen  produced  by  flatus  in 
the  bowels,  or  by  fat  in  the  omentum  or  beneath  the  integuments, 
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rather  tlian  the  consequence  of  any  definite  disease?  If  the 
tumor  seem  to  arise  from  out  of  the  pelvis,  it  is  most  probably- 
formed  either  by  the  uterus  itself,  or  by  its  appendages.  If  by 
the  former,  the  chances  are  that  it  will  be  situated  in  the  mesial 
line  of  the  abdomen ;  if  by  the  latter,  that  it  will  occupy  one  or 
other  side,  or  at  any  rate  that  it  will  be  learned  to  have  occupied 
that  situation  when  first  discovered.  "Whether  it  is  solid  or  fluc- 
tuating, even  or  irregular,  will  be  other  points  for  you  now  to  make 
out,  and  you  must  then  proceed  to  correct  or  confirm,  by  a  vaginal 
examination,  the  impressions  received  on  examining  through  the 
abdominal  walls. 

It  is  seldom  necessary,  for  the  purposes  of  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion, that  the  patient  should  be  in  any  other  than  the  usual  ob- 
stetric position.  On  the  Continent,  where  women  are  generally 
delivered  on  the  back,  they  often  assume  that  jDosition  whenever 
the  state  of  the  uterus  needs  investigation.  Sometimes,  too,  when 
it  is  wished  to  appreciate  the  degree  of  prolapse  or  downward  dis- 
placement of  the  uterus,  or  to  estimate  its  increase  in  weight,  or 
when  the  womb  is  high  up  and  does  not  come  readily  within 
reach,  the  examination  is  made  with  the  patient  in  the  standing 
position  ;  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  any  of  the  alleged  advan- 
tages of  this  attitude  are  sufiicient  to  counterbalance  its  very  ob- 
vious inconveniences.  The  patient,  therefore,  lying  on  her  left 
side,  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand  is  introduced  as  for  an 
examination  in  labor,  and  as  it  is  slowly  carried  forward,  atten- 
tion is  to  be  paid  to  the  degree  of  pain  excited  in  each  part  of  its 
course.  The  state  of  the  external  organs  must  be  noticed,  and 
then  that  of  the  vagina — whether  it  is  hot  and  swollen,  or  cool 
and  relaxed ;  whether  dry,  or  abundantly  bathed  in  secretion. 
The  cervix  uteri  is  thus  reached,  and  you  observe  whether  or  no 
it  is  tender,  what  are  its  length,  and  size,  and  texture ;  whether 
the  OS  uteri  is  open  or  closed;  whether  its  lips  are  small  and  even, 
or  rough  and  irregular.  You  will  bear  in  mind,  that  after  fre- 
quent childbearing,  the  cervix  uteri  is  both  shorter  and  broader 
than  in  the  woman  who  has  never  given  birth  to  children  (changes 
which  are  especially  marked  in  that  portion  of  it  which  projects 
into  the  vagina,  and  is  commonly  called  the  portio  vaginalis) ;  and 
that  the  os  uteri  is  frequently  open,  so  as  to  admit  the  finger  with 
but  little  difliculty.  In  this  case,  however,  the  inner  surface  of 
the  OS  is  smooth,  and  the  tissue  of  the  cervix  soft  and  yielding  ; 
while  if  disease  exist,  the  interior  of  the  os  will  most  likely  be 
rough  and  uneven,  and  the  sul)stance  of  the  cervix  rigid.  Some- 
times a  peculiar  and  almost  velvety  smoothness  is  presented  by 
the  surface  of  the  os  uteri,  or  the  tissue  generally  has  less  than  its 
natural  firmness  ;  and  any  of  these  peculiarities,  or  the  ]U'esence 
of  any  foreign  Inxly  l)et\veen  tlie  lips  of  the  uterus,  should  be  well 
T)orne  ill  mind,  in  order  tliat  you  may  aCtorwards  C(^mparo  the  in- 
formation ol)tuiiied  Ity  ocular  inspection  with  tliat  previously 
gained  by  tlie  sense  of  touch.  While  making  this  examination, 
you  notice,  moreover,  the  situation  of  the  uterus,  whether  it  still 
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retains  its  natural  direction,  or  has  come  to  lie  witli  its  axis  cor- 
responding to  the  axis  of  the  vagina;  whether  it  is  bent  upon 
itself,  or  in  any  other  way  misplaced.  Examine  next  whether  the 
uterus  is  increased  in  weight ;  balance  it  on  your  finger,  and  ap- 
preciate as  well  as  you  can  the  size  and  weight  of  the  organ.  If 
you  had  discovered  any  tumor  by  examination  through  the  ab- 
dominal walls,  you  should  now  try  to  ascertain  whether  there  is 
any  connection  between  it  and  the  uterus,  or  between  it  and  any 
other  tumor  that  you  may  detect  within  the  pelvis,  and  whether 
pressure  on  the  one  in  any  way  modifies  the  position  of  the  other. 
For  this  purpose,  too,  it  is  advisable  to  let  the  patient  lie  on  her 
back,  when,  with  one  hand  placed  over  the  pubes,  and  the  finger 
of  the  other  in  the  vagina,  the  size  of  the  womb  and  the  relations 
borne  to  it  by  any  tumor  can  be  made  out  far  more  accurately 
than  is  possible  while  the  position  on  the  side  is  maintained. 
"When  all  the  above-mentioned  points  have  been  ascertained,  with 
as  much  gentleness  as  possible,  the  vaginal  examination  is  over, 
and  there  is  nothing  more  for  you  to  notice,  except  it  be  the  ap- 
pearance or  other  characters  of  the  discharge. 

Sometimes  it  is  expedient  to  examine  'per  rectum  as  well  as  per 
vaginam ;  if  either  the  patient  had  made  complaints  of  serious 
pain  in  the  bowel,  or  if  you  had  discovered  a  tumor  situated  be- 
hind or  to  one  side  of  the  uterus,  or  if  on  any  account  you  are 
anxious  to  examine  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  or  of  the  uterus 
itself,  as  completely  as  possible.  The  only  caution  specially  ap- 
plicable to  examination  per  rectum  is,  -that  owing  to  the  interven- 
tion of  the  intestine  between  the  finger  and  the  womb,  that  organ 
feels  much  larger  than  it  really  is ;  besides  which,  as  the  finger 
reaches  less  readily  to  a  level  with  the  cervix  uteri  when  intro- 
duced into  the  rectum  than  into  the  vagina,  there  is  some  risk  of 
mistaking  the  cervix  for  a  prominence  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
uterus,  or  for  a  tumor  in  that  situation,  or  for  a  retroversion  or 
retroflection  of  the  organ,  when,  in  reality,  no  morbid  condition 
whatever  is  present. 

Of  late  years  it  has  become  customary  in  many  cases  to  aim  at 
a  greater  completeness  of  tactile  examination,  by  means  of  an  in- 
strument which  is  called  the  Uterine  Sound.  At  different  times, 
indeed,  practitioners  have  in  some  special  instance  introduced  a 
catheter  into  the  uterus  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  size  of  its 
cavity,  or  of  the  absence  of  any  foreign  body  from  its  interior;  or 
have  attempted  to  rectify  a  retroversion  of  the  unimpregnated 
womb,  by  means  of  an  instrument  introduced  within  it.^  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  however,  a  Frenchman,  M.  Lair,  was  the 
first  person  who,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  recommended 

'  The  late  Professor  Osiander,  of  Gdttingen,  employed  his  Dilatorium  Orificii 
Uteri,  which  is  described  in  Eosenmeyer's  dissertation,  published  at  Gottingen  in 
1802,  on  three  occasions,  to  reduce  the  retroverted  unimpregnated  womb.  His 
cases  were  published  in  the  Medicinisch  Chirurglsche  Zeitung  for  1808,  according  to 
Schmitt,  who  refers  to  them  in  his  Essay,  Ueber  die  Zuriickbeugung  der  Gebiij ■mutter, 
Svo.,  Wien,  1820. 
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sounding  the  interior  of  the  uterus  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
the  cervix  is  free  from  all  impediments,  and  whether  the  cavity  of 
the  organ  generally  is  in  healthy  state.  His  book  is  illustrated 
with  drawings  of  the  instruments  which  he  employed  for  this 
purpose  ;^  and  he  advised  that  they  should  be  curved  like  a  catheter 
at  their  uterine  extremity,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  introduction. 
He  recommends,  moreover,  that  the  sound  should  be  introduced 
through  a  metallic  cylinder  or  speculum,  by  which  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  is  to  be  first  brought  into  view ;  a  p)roceeding  which, 
instead  of  facilitating  the  introduction  of  the  instrument,  must,  in 
many  cases,  have  rendered  it  altogether  impossible.  The  practi- 
cal defects  of  M.  Lair's  plans  prevented  their  general  adoption ; 
and  his  recommendations  were  in  consequence  soon  forgotten. 
To  Dr.  Simpson,^  of  Edinburgh,  belongs  the  merit,  not  only  of 
having  recalled  attention  to  the  subject,  but  of  having  also  in- 
vented a  Uterine  Sound,  admirably  adapted  for  the  safe  and  easy 
exploration  of  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  His  instrument  is  made 
of  flexible  metal ;  and  in  shape  and  size  closely  resembles  a  sound 
for  the  male  bladder,  having  a  similar  curve,  and  its  handle  being 
flat,  and  roughened  on  one  side  in  the  same  manner.  The  uterine 
end  of  the  instrument  terminates  in  a  small  bulb,  to  prevent  its 
injuring  the  interior  of  the  womb,  while  a  notch  at  every  inch. 
serves  to  indicate  the  distance  to  which  the  sound  has  entered 
the  womb,  and  thus  to  mark  the  size  of  its  cavity.  A  slight  prom- 
inence at  two  and  a  half  inches  shows  the  average  length  of  the 
cavit]/  of  the  healthy  womb,,  while  a  deep  depression  at  four  and  a 
half  inches  marks  a  size,  which,  except  under  very  special  circum- 
stances, the  organ  hardly  ever  exceeds.^ 

The  mode  of  using  the  instrument  is  sufficiently  simple.  Two 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  are  introduced  behind  the  cervix  uteri,  as 
the  patient  lies  on  her  back  or  on  her  left  side,  and  the  sound  is 
slid  along  the  fingers  till  its  point  reaches  the  os  uteri,  when,  by 
depressing  the  handle  towards  the  perineum,  and  at  the  same  time 
carrying  the  instrument  gently  forwards,  it  will  enter  the  uterine 
cavity.  I  need  not  say,  that  it  must  never  be  employed  when  the 
least  ground  exists  for  suspecting  pregnancy ;  and  that  in  no  cir- 
cumstances must  force  be  used  in  its  introduction.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  the  introduction  of  the  sound  causes  some  pain,  though 
this  is  generally  by  no  means  severe,  and  is  almost  always  of  very 

1  Nouvdle  Methode  du  TraUement  des  Vlch'es,  etc.,  de  I' Uterus,  8vo.,  Pari;!,  1828. 
Deuxierne  Edition,  p.  137.     Tlic  first  edition  nppoarod  about  two  years  before. 

*  In  a  series  of  papers  in  Limdon  imd  Kdiiihur;//!  Moniliii/  Journal  for  1843. 

'  Many  inodilications  of  the  Uterine  Soiiiui  bave  been  sugtyosted  by  VaHeix, 
Kiwiscb,  Iluguier,  and  still  more  recently  l)y  Dr.  Kugelmann,  of  Hanover.  (  IVr- 
handi.  d.  Ot'»dlHcliaft  f.  Gehnrfn/iiiifc,  Mov.  18m,  ZrUi-rhr.f.  Oclmrfsk,  vol.  xix,  p. 
120).  Tliis  last  is  very  ingeniously  contrived  witli  a  movable  scale  wbieb  slides 
on  tlio  sound  itself,  and  indicates  nt  tlio  bandle  tbe  distance  to  wbieb  tbe  instrvi- 
ment  bas  entr-red  tbe  uterus,  so  tbat  (be  i)roininenc('  and  tbe  notcbes  tbat  inlerfero 
witb  the  iiitro(biction  of  Simpson's  sound,  are  done  away  witb.  'Pbe  diHieullies  in 
tbe  employment  of  tbe  original  instrument  are,  bowover,  so  sligbt,  and  Nim]ilieity 
i.s  of  sucb  great  vahu!,  tbat  I  still  prefer  Simpson's  sound  to  any  of  (be  ollu  r  varie- 
ties of  tbo  instrument. 
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short  duration ;  and  in  no  instance  whicli  has  come  under  my 
observation,  have  dangerous  consequences  resulted  from  its  use, 
though  awkwardness  and  foolhardiness  have,  I  know,  done  mis- 
chief with  this,  as  with  ahnost  all  instruments  that  have  ever  been 
invented. 

The  information  which  this  instrument  places  within  our  reach 
is  often  extremely  valuable ;  and  of  a  kind  such  as  otherwise  we 
could  not  obtain  at  all,  or  could  arrive  at  only  very  slawly,  and  by 
frequently  repeated  examinations.  If,  in  a  patient  suffering  from 
frequent  hemorrhages,  we  ascertain  the  uterine  cavity  to  be  greatly 
increased  in  size,  our  immediate  conclusion  is  that  the  womb  con- 
tains some  foreign  body,  as  a  polypus  or  fibrous  tumor,  the  pres- 
ence of  which  has  excited  and  serves  to  keep  up  the  bleeding.  If 
we  doubt  whether  a  tumor  proceeds  from  the  womb,  or  from  its 
appendages,  or  from  some  other  part  within  the  pelvis,  the  sound 
enables  us  to  estimate  the  weight  of  the  organ,  and  to  strengthen 
the  inference  drawn  from  this  experiment,  by  completely  isolating 
the  womb  from  the  tumor,  and  thus  ascertaining  positively  their 
independence  of  each  other.  Or  lastly,  if  the  uterus  is  bent  upon 
itself  either  forwards  or  backwards,  the  diagnosis  of  this  condition, 
which  once  was  a  matter  of  much  difficulty,  is  now  often  arrived 
at  with  facility,  by  introducing  the  sound  with  its  concavity  di- 
rected towards  the  swelling  we  detect  per  vaginam,  and  observing 
whether  or  no  this  swelling  disappears  on  turning  round  the  in- 
strument. I  will  not  now  go  into  further  detail  on  the  subject, 
for  I  shall  hereafter  have  to  refer  on  many  occasions  to  this  valu- 
able aid  to  diagnosis.  The  uterine  sound,  indeed,  is  not  always 
applicable ;  nor  does  it,  when  used,  always  clear  up  our  doubts  ; 
but  I  do  not  remember  any  instance  in  which  a  diagnosis  based 
on  the  information  which  it  aifbrded  turned  out  afterwards  to  be 
erroneous. 

The  idea  of  adopting  some  contrivance  by  which  the  condition 
of  the  uterus  might  be  examined  by  the  eye  was  not  altogether 
unknown  to  the  ancients,  though  for  the  most  part  those  instru- 
m.ents,  of  which  drawings  may  be  seen  in  old  works  on  midwifery, 
and  which  received  the  name  of  Speculum  Matricis,  were  used  for 
dilating  the  mouth  of  the  womb  during. labor,  rather  than  for 
examining  its  condition  in  disease.^  An  instrument  similar  in 
kind,  however,  appears  to  have  been  sometimes  employed  for  the 
investigation  of  disease  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  though  it  never 
came  into  anything  like  general  use.  The  introduction  of  the 
speculum  into  modern  practice  as  a  means  of  facilitating  the  inves- 
tigation of  uterine  disease  does  not  date  further  back  than  the  year 
1821,  when  the  instrument  was  first  employed  by  M.  Edcamier. 
This,  which  was  merely  a  cylinder,  conical  in  form,  rounded  off  a 
little  at  its  uterine  extremity,  and  bevelled  at  its  other  end,  was 
next  fitted  with  a  small  handle  by  M.  Dupuytren,  and  afterwards 

1  See  some  remarks  and  quotations  referring-  to  the  early  history  of  the  speculum, 
in  Balbirnie,  Organic  Diseases  of  the  Wotnb,  pp.  41-45,  8vo.,  London,  1836. 
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a  plug  was  adapted  to  it  to  render  its  introduction  more  easy. 
Various  materials  have  been  used  in  the  fabrication  of  these  in- 
struments, but  we  owe  the  greatest  improvement  in  this  respect 
to  Mr.  Fergusson  of  King's  College.  Instead  of  employing  metal, 
which  is  very  apt  to  tarnish,  and  never  has  a  very  powerful  re- 
flecting surface,  or  glass,  which  though  very  useful  when  caustics 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  uterus  or  vagina,  since  they  do  not  act 
upon  it,  is  ffet  liable  to  be  broken,  and  moreover,  owing  to  its 
transparency,  does  not  reflect  very  powerfully,  he  adopts  the  fol- 
lowing plan :  A  glass  speculum  is  silvered  on  its  outside,  by 
which  means  the  inner  surface  is  converted  into  a  mirror  easily 
kept  clean,  and  on  which  no  caustics  can  act.  The  speculum  is 
then  enveloped  in  successive  layers  of  cotton-cloth,  each  of  which 
is  covered  with  a  solution  of  Indian-rubber,  and  when  the  glass 
has  thus  received  a  coating  of  suflicient  thickness  it  is  varnished, 
and  forms  an  instrument  which  is  now  in  general  use.  Its  funnel- 
shaped  termination  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  as 
much  light  as  possible ;  a  point  of  the  more  importance  in  this 
country,  from  the  almost  universal  practice  of  examining  patients 
on  their  side,  in  which  posture  light  has  a  less  ready  access  to  the 
parts  than  if,  as  on  the  Continent,  the  patient  lay  on-  her  back. 
The  object  of  the  instrument  being  slightly  bevelled  ofl"  at  its 
uterine  extremity,  is  that  the  same  advantage  is  thereby  secured^ 
as  if  the  diameter  of  the  cylinder  throughout  were  greater.  This 
sloping  off"  of  the  instrument,  however,  must  not  be  carried,  as 
some  have  recommended,  so  far  as  to  amount  to  an  angle  of  forty- 
flve  degrees,  since  by  so  doing  the  inconvenience  is  encountered 
of  a  fold  of  vao'ina  falling  down  in  front  of  the  cervix  uteri.  The 
specula  which  I  use  may  perhaps  appear  to  you  of  an  unnecessar}'- 
length;  but  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  vagina  is  very  exten- 
sile, and  that  when  a  speculum  is  introduced  into  it,  the  canal  is 
stretched  in  length  as  well  as  in  width,  so  that  the  ordinary  length 
of  the  vagina  is  not  to  be  taken  as  the  measure  for  the  length  of 
the  specuhim.  I  believe  the  attempt  to  reach  the  os  uteri  fails 
from  the  shortness  of  the  speculum  oftener  than  from  almost  any 
cause,  and  quite  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  late  Professor  Lis- 
franc  of  Paris,^  that  a  speculum  ought  to  be  seven  inches  long. 

In  spite  of  the  general  convenience  of  the  cylindrical  speculum, 
however,  there  are  some  drawbacks  from  its  utility.  Owing  to  the 
entrance  of  the  vagina  being  narrower  than  any  part  of  its  canal, 
it  happens  sometimes  that  a  speculum  sufliciently  small  to  pass 
without  causing  the  patient  severe  pain,  is  not  large  enough  to 
bring  the  wliolc  of  the  os  uteri  into  view.  But  even  though  its 
whole  surface  be  exposed,  yet  the  cylindrical  speculum  pressing 
the  lips  of  the  os  together  may  prevent  a  good  view  being  obtained 
of  its  interior,  and  may  thus  render  the  examination  iuconijJete 

1  Tliis  us(3ful  modincjition  of  tlio  a|)('fuliim  was,  1  bi'liovo,  lirst  suggested  liy  Dr. 
"Wiirden,  London  and  Edinlniryh  Monllily  Journal,  Dec.  1844. 
^  CliniijKC  C'/drurfficaln,  &c.,  vol.  ii,  p.  272. 
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and  unsatisfactory.  To  obviate  these  disadvantages,  specula  have 
been  constructed  on  the  principle  of  the  old  instruments,  composed 
of  two,  three,  or  four  blades,  and  so  arranged  that  by  turning  a 
screw  or  by  closing  the  handle,  the  uterine  extremities  separate, 
and  thus  expose  the  os  uteri  to  view  w^ithout  any  enlargement  of 
the  other  end  of  the  instrument.  The  best  known  of  them  are  the 
two-bladed  speculum  of  M.  Ricord ;  'a  three-  and  a  four-bladed 
speculum  manufactured  by  M.  Charriere,  of  Paris ;  and  a  two- 
bladed  speculum  invented  by  Mr.  Coxeter,  instrument-maker  to 
University  College.  M.  Ricord's  instrument,  and  to  a  less  extent 
those  of  M.  Charriere,  have  the  inconvenience  that  folds  of  the 
vagina  are  apt  to  fall  down  between  the  blades,  and  thus  conceal 
the  OS  uteri  from  view.  This  objection  does  not  apply  to  nearly 
the  same  extent  to  Mr.  Coxeter's  instrument;  each  blade  of  which 
being  a  half-cylinder,  does  not  leave  so  large  a  space  vacant  when 
it  is  opened.  Two  or  three  different  sizes,  then,  of  Fergusson's 
speculum,  and  a  Coxeter's  bivalve  speculum — which  last  it  is  worth 
while,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  better  reflecting  surface  to  have 
electro-plated — are  all  the  instruments  you  need  for  ocular  exami- 
nation of  the  uterus. 

On  the  Continent,  the  posture  usually  assumed  by  a  patient 
when  about  to  undergo  a  specular  examination,  is  on  the  back, 
with  the  nates  resting  on  the  edge  of  a  bed  or  table,  and  the  legs 
bent  up  towards  the  body,  or  the  feet  resting  on  two  chairs,  be- 
tween which  the  doctor  stands.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
in  this  position  of  the  patient  the  os  uteri  falls  more  readily  within 
the  orifice  of  the  speculum,  and  that  light  is  admitted  much  more 
thoroughly  than  in  any  other  attitude ;  but  its  apparent  indelicacy 
is  so  serious  an  objection  to  it,  that  except  under  special  circum- 
stances, it  is  desirable  to  iiitroduce  the  speculum  with  the  patient 
lying  on  the  left  side.  In  this  position,  too,  unless  the  os  uteri  be 
directed  in  a  remarkable  degree  backwards  towards  the  sacrum,  a 
very  good  view  can  generally  be  obtained,  provided  the  patient  lie 
with  her  body  directly  across  the  bed,  her  hips  close  to  its  edge, 
and  her  thighs  drawn  up  towards  the  trunk ;  in  tine  same  attitude, 
indeed,  as  we  should  place  a  person  in,  on  whom  we  were  about 
to  apply  the  forceps  in  labor.  If  the  patient  be  not  in  bed,  the 
same  precautions  as  to  her  position  must  be  taken  as  she  lies  on 
a  couch  or  sofa,  and  a  very  little  care  in  the  arrangement  of  her 
dress  will  prevent  any  exposure  of  her  person.  The  speculum, 
having  been  previously  warmed  and  lubricated,  is  then  to  be  in- 
troduced with  the  right  hand,  while  with  the  left  the  labia  and 
nymphas  are  separated.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  end  of  the 
speculum  is  passed  thoroughly  within  the  opening  of  the  vulva, 
since,  if  this- precaution  be  neglected,  a  little  duplicature  of  the 
fourchette  is  sometimes  pushed  before  the  instrument,  and  much 
needless  pain  is  caused  to  the  patient.  The  great  obstacle  to  the 
introduction  of  the  speculum  is  met  with  at  the  entrance  of  the 
vagina,  and  this  must  be  overcome  by  gentle  effort,  not  by  any- 
thing approaching  to  violence.     The  speculum  then  passes  on 
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with  facility,  and  when  it  has  entered  for  some  distance  you  with- 
draw the  plug,  and  possibly  find  that  the  os  uteri  is  now  within 
view.  You  must,  however,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  folds  of  the 
vagina  sometimes  hang  down  at  the  further  end  of  the  speculum, 
leaving  a  small  aperture  between  them,  which  may  be  mistaken 
for  the  OS  uteri ;  though,  on  moving  the  instrument  a  little,  the 
contour  of  the  orifice  will  alter,  and  the  vaginal  folds  dispose  them- 
selves in  a  diflereut  form.  If,  although  you  have  introduced  the 
speculum  for  some  distance,  the  os  uteri  do  not  appear,  the  proba- 
bilities are  that  you  have  passed  beyond  it,  and  that  the  instrument 
has  gone  up  into  the  cul-de-sac  of  the  vagina,  behind  the  neck  of 
the  womb.  In  this  case  by  gently  and  gradually  withdrawing  it, 
the  OS  uteri  will  most  probably  come  into  view ;  if  it  do  not,  you 
may  move  the  speculum  slightly  from  side  to  side,  since  it  is  likely 
that  the  uterus  is  not  quite  in  the  mesial  line,  and  that  thence 
arises  the  difficulty  in  getting  sight  of  it.  When  once  you  have 
the  OS  uteri  within  the  speculum  a  little  manceuvring  will  gener- 
ally suffice  to  remove  any  fold  of  vagina  which  obstructs  your 
view;  though,  if  the  neck  of  the  womb  be  very  large,  you  may 
be  compelled  to  examine  first  the  anterior  and  then  the  posterior 
lip  of  the  organ  ;  and  in  this  case  you  will  find  a  bivalve  speculum 
much  more  useful  than  the  cylindrical  instrument. 

There  are  many  other  little  matters  of  detail  connected  with  the 
employment  of  the  speculum  well  worth  the  knowing,  but  to  be 
learned  rather  by  personal  observation  and  actual  practice  than  by 
any  description.  Need  I  say  that  there  are  some  cases,  those  of 
unmarried  women,  for  instance,  in  which  nothing  but  the  most 
urgent  necessity  would  justify  your  employing  the  speculum ; 
others,  as  the  majority  of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  in  which 
its  use  would  furnish  no  important  addition  to  your  previous 
knowledge ;  and  still  others  in  which  its  employment  must  be 
postponed,  if  not  actually  interdicted — such,  for  instance, -as  cases 
of  extreme  sensibility  of  the  parts,  of  inflammation  or  ulceration 
of  the  vagina  or  of  the  external  organs?  Restrictions  to  its  use, 
indeed,  such  as  these,  speak  to  the  common  sense  and  right  feel- 
ing of  every  one  too  distinctly  for  there  to  be  much  hesitation  in 
subscribing  to  them.  But,  while  admitting  them,  some  of  you 
may  be  inclined  perhaps  to  go  still  further,  and  to  inquire  of  me, 
whether  on  the  whole,  the  advantages  arising  from  the  use  of  the 
speculum  outweigh  the  evils  resulting  from  its  abuse ;  whether  it 
helps  UH  to  so  much  additional  knowledge,  or  adds  so  much  to  our 
therapeutical  resources,  as  to  counterbalance  all  tlic  sutlvring, 
both  moral  and  physical,  which  its  employment  not  inlVe(piently 
inflicts  upon  the  patient?  Now  if  I  had  a  strong  opinion  on  the 
negative  side  of  this  question,  I  should  certainly  not  have  taken 
up  HO  much  of  your  time  in  describing  the  instrument,  and  in 
dirccling  you  how  to  use  it.  The  restrictions  which  my  present 
cx]>ei-ience  leads  me  to  put  upon  its  cnijiloyment  will  ])e  l)est 
appreciated  Avhen  I  sjteak  of  each  disease  in  the  inaiiagenient  of 
which  it  lias  been  advised  to  liave  recourse  to  it;  and  whether  my 
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views  be  right  or  wrong,  I  do  not  apprehend  much  difficulty  in 
expressing  them.  To  answer  the  broad  question,  "  What  is  your 
opinion  of  the  speculum?"  I  feel,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  a  very 
difficult  matter,  and  to  expose  me  to  much  risk  of  being  misun- 
derstood. 

I  will,  however,  do  my  best  to  reply  to  the  inquiry.  Those  who 
first  introduced  the  speculum  into  practice  employed  it  for  two 
purposes;  partly  as  furnishing  a  new  means  of  diagnosis, -partly  as 
enabling  them  to  adopt  various  modes  of  local  treatment,  which, 
without  it,  were  impracticable.  Now  I  believe  that  the  advan- 
tages of  those  topical  medications  for  which  the  speculum  is  needed 
have  been  greatly  overrated ;  though  there  are  some  eases,  and 
those  such  as  have  proved  most  rebellious  under  other  plans  of 
treatment,  in  which  these  local  measures  may  be  resorted  to  with 
the  most  signal  advantage. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  the  speculum  as  a  means  of  diagnosis, 
I  think  that  the  advances  in  knowledge  of  uterine  disease,  of  which 
it  was  the  indirect  occasion,  by  the  impulse  which  it  gave  to  their 
study,  are  sometimes  confounded  with  those  positive  additions  to 
our  information  which  we  owe  exclusively  to  the  use  of  that  instru- 
ment. The  former  have  been  very  great  indeed,  and  I  think  candor 
compels  us  to  acknowledge  that  they  have  been  due  almost  exclu- 
sively to  persons  who,  not  content  with  our  previous  means  of 
investigating  uterine  disease,  have  labored  to  increase  them  by 
the  employment  of  instruments.  The  latter  have  certainly  been 
less  considerable,  but  nevertheless  the  speculum  enables  us  in 
many  instances  to  decide  at  once,  and  with  certainty,  upon  the 
nature  of  a  case,  which  otherwise  we  should  have  understood 
only  after  long  and  careful  watching,  to  discover  some  minute 
polypus  which  the  fingers  alone  would  not  have  detected,  to  deter- 
mine the  source  of  a  profuse  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  and  to  decide 
whether  it  is  furnished  by  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  or  by  the  walls 
of  the  vagina;  or,  from  the  redness,  congestion,  or  abrasion  of  the 
OS  uteri  to  infer  the  state  of  the  womb  generally,  and  thus  to 
conduct  our  treatment  upon  the  sure  ground  of  positive  observa- 
tion, not  upon  bare  presumptions.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
that  I  hold  the  speculum  to  be  in  many  cases  of  most  essential 
service,  I  think  that  the  endeavor  of  all  of  us  should  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  minimum  of  frequency  with  which  its  employment  is 
necessary.  This  is  to  be  done  not  by  decrying  the  instrument, 
still  less  by  attributing  dishonest  motives  to  those  who  use  it,  but 
by  soberly  and  honestly  trying  to  test  the  value  of  the  information 
which  we  derive  from  it,  and  learning  to  discriminate  between 
those  appearances  which  the  speculum  discloses  that  are  of 
moment,  and  such  as  are  of  no  importance. 


34  DISOKDERS    OP    MENSTRUATION. 


LECTURE    III. 

MENSTRUATIOlSr,  AND  ITS  DISORDEES. 

Importance  of  disorders  of  menstruation  ;  their  three  varieties — Relation  of  tardy 
puberty  to  menstrual  disorder. 

AME^■0REHCEA,  from  local  causes,  from  congenital  absence  or  malformation  of 
sexual  organs,  from  retention  of  menses  owing  to  impediments  to  their  flow. 

Amenorrhea,  from  constitutional  causes — tardy  development,  influence  of  pre- 
vious illness  in  causing  it.  Symptoms,  chlorosis  whereon  it  depends — state  of 
the  blood.     Consequences  of  amenorrhoea. 

Treatment — principles  which  should  regulate  it — attention  to  general  health,  to 
uterine  functions.  Vicarious  hemorrhages,  their  import,  their  management. 
Importance  of  habit  in  all  ailments  of  menstrual  function. 

I  CALLED  your  attention,  in  the  first  Lecture,  to  tlie  importance 
of  tlie  menstrual  function,  and  to  the  frequency  of  its  disorders.  I 
told  you  that  almost  every  serious  ailment  of  the  generative  sys- 
tem, at  least  during  the  period  of  sexual  activity,  betrays  itself  by 
some  disturbance  of  menstruation;  and  I  may  further  add,  that 
such  disturbance  is  often  the  first,  and  sometimes  for  a  considera- 
ble period  the  only,  sj^mptom  of  even  grave  disease.  But  you  also 
know  that  disordered  menstruation  does  not  invariably  depend  on 
local  mischief,  that  derangement  of  function  does  not  always  im- 
ply altered  structure,  but  that  a  woman  may  menstruate  scantily, 
painfully,  or  in  excess,  and  yet  no  part  of  her  generative  organs 
may  differ  in  appearance  from  those  of  a  person  in  whom  that 
function  has  always  been  performed  in  the  most  healthy  manner. 

The  disorders  of  the  menstrual  function,  then,  being  so  numer- 
ous, so  important,  and  dependent  on  such  various  causes,  it  will 
be  our  best  course  to  study  them  first,  and  afterwards  to  examine 
into  otlicr  diseases  of  the  sexual  system,  in  which,  though  disor- 
dered menstruation  may  occur  as  a  symptom,  it  is  yet  not  the 
only  one,  nor  that  which  calls  for  the  chief  consideration  in  the 
treatment  of  the  patient. 

There  are  three  grand  classes,  to  one  or  other  of  which  it  has 
long  been  customary  to  refer  the  difterent  disorders  of  menstrua- 
tion. Either  the  menses  do  not  appear  at  that  period  of  life  at 
which  their  occurrence  is  naturally  expected,  or  they  become  sup- 
pressed in  persons  in  whom  they  have  already  occurred;  or  their 
discharge  is  attended  with  extreme  pain  ;  or  it  is  excessive  in 
quantity,  or  over  frequent  in  its  return.  I  propose  to  consider  in 
its  turn  each  of  these  three  varieties  of  disordered  metntniation^ 
wliich  have  reH}»ectively  received  the  names  of  Ameuorrhani,  Dys- 
menonha-a,  and  Menorrhagia. 

It  is,  as  you  know,  wisely  ordered  that  the  power  of  perpetuat- 
ing the  species  is  the  last  of  nature's  gifts,  and  one  which  she  does 
not  accord  until  tlie  whole  system  has,  in  other  respects,  attained 


TARDY    PUBERTY. 


35 


nearly  to  its  perfection.  Of  this  new  power  in  woman,  menstrua- 
tion is  both  the  sign  and  the  consequence,  indicating  that  the 
ovaries  have  become  capable  of  bringing  to'  maturity  the  germs, 
which  need  only  to  be  impregnated  in  order  to  become  developed 
to  new  beings.  In  our  climate,  the  date  of  the  first  occurrence  of 
menstruation  is  between  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  year  ;^  but  the 
changes  at  puberty  in  the  maiden,  like  those  at  dentition  in  the 
babe,  are  not  accomplished  all  at  once,  but  extend  over  a  period 
of  several  months,  during  which  disease  is  more  frequent,  and  as 
our  Tables  of  Mortality  show,  more  fatal,  as  compared  with  the 
male  sex,  than  at  any  former  time.^  The  anxiety  with  which  pa- 
rents regard  the  approach  of  this  epoch  is,  then,  not  unnatural ; 
nor  is  it  without  good  reason  that  this  anxiety  is  increased  more 
and  more  in  proportion  as  delay  occurs  in  the  appearance  of  the 
first  menstruation,  since,  when  the  menstrual  function  has  been 
even  once  properly  performed,  many  of  the  dangers  of  puberty 
may  be  regarded  as  already  passed. 

Dr.  Whitehead,  of  Manchester,  to  whom  the  profession  is  in- 
debted for  some  very  interesting  researches  into  these  subjects,  as- 
certained that  the  risk  of  some  unfavorable  accident  complicating 
the  first  establishment  of  menstruation  is  very  much  greater  when 
that  is  tardy  in  its  occurrence  than  when  it  is  premature ;  and  that 
in  between  a  third  and  half  of  all  cases  in  which  it  is  delayed  to 
nineteen  years  and  upwards,  its  appearance  is  associated  with 
either  local  or  constitutional  disorders — a  statement  with  which 
my  own  experience  coincides.^ 

1  Dr.  "Whitehead,  of  Manchester,  gives  fifteen  years  six  and  three-quarter 
months  as  the  average  deduced  from  4000  cases,  in  which  he  made  this  point  the 
subject  of  inquiry.  See  p.  47  of  his  Treatise  on  Abortion  and  Sterility,  8vo.,  Lon- 
don, 1847. 

2  Thus  MM.  Quetelet  and  Smits,  in  their  work  Sur  la  Reproduction  et  la  Morta- 
lity de  rHo7nme,  Bvo.,  Bruxelles,  1832,  show  that  while  in  childhood  the  mortality 
of  the  two  sexes  has  been  equal,  or  that  of  the  male  has  predominated,  the  female 
mortality  at  once  rises  between  fourteen  and  eighteen  years  of  age  to  1.28  to  1 
male  death  ;  sinking  again  in  the  succeeding  four  years  to  the  proportion  of  1.05 
female  to  1  male  death. 

2  Mr.  "Whitehead's  table,  lib.  cit.  p.  48,  yields  the  following  results : 


First  Menstruation. 

Total  Number  of 
Cases. 

Number 
Unfavorable. 

Percentage  of 
Unfavorable. 

From  10  to  14  years, .     . 

Between  15  and  16,    .     . 

17  and  18,    .     . 

From  19  and  upwards,   . 

Total,     .     .     .     .     . 

1141 

1728 
892 
239 

224 

824 

247 

97 

19.63 
18.75 
.27.69 
40.58 

4000 

892 

22.30  av. 

In  566  cases  in  which  I  ascertained  the  date  of  the  first  menstruation,  either  ex- 
cessive pain,  excessive  discharge,  irregularity  of  its  return,  or  disorder  of  the 
general  health,  occurred  with  the  frequency  shown  in  the  following  table.     The 
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The  mere  circumstance,  indeed,  of  a  girl  having  passed  the  age 
at  which  menstruation  usually  appears,  without  performing  that 
function,  is  not  of  itself  a  reason  for  medical  interference.  The 
date  of  puberty  varies  very  widely,  and  one  woman  may  menstru- 
ate at  ten,  and  another  at  twenty  years  of  age,  without  the  health 
of  either  being  of  necessity  impaired.  Usually  the  absence  of 
menstruation  in  otherwise  healthy  young  women,  is  associated 
with  the  absence  of  some  of  the  other  signs  of  puberty,  indicating 
a  generally  tardy  sexual  development,  just  as,  without  apparent 
cause,  one  tree  will  produce  blossoms  and  bear  fruit  later  than 
another.  This,  however,  is  not  always  the  case,  and  instances  are 
sometimes  met  with  of  persons  in  whom  pregnancy  has  preceded 
menstruation  :  completeness  of  sexual  power  having  existed, 
though  not  manifesting  itself  by  its  ordinary  sign.  Such  cases 
were  a  greater  puzzle  to  physicians  in  former  days  than  they  are 
to  us,  who  know  that  the  discharge  of  blood  is  not  the  essential 
part  of  menstruation,  but  that  the  maturation  and  extrusion  of 
ova  may  occur  independently  of  it.  One  instance  of  it  has  come 
under  my  own  notice,  in  a  woman  who,  never  having  menstruated, 
married  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  immediately  became  pregnant; 
nor  did  the  menses  appear  till  after  the  birth  of  the  first  child, 
though  she  subsequently  menstruated  regularl}'-,  and  had  a  numer- 
ous family.  This,  however,  is  very  rare,  and  there  would  always 
be  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  woman  who  had  not  menstruated 
before  marriage  would  remain  sterile  afterwards.  Besides,  it  la 
possible  that  the  non-appearance,  of  the  menses  depends  upon 
some  congenital  malformation,  which  might  even  prove  a  bar  to 
sexual  intercourse,  such  as  absence  of  the  vagina  or  its  imperfect 
formation.  If,  then,  your  advice  be  asked  as  to  the  propriety  of 
any  young  person  marrying  who  has  not  menstruated,  I  should 
advise  you  to  recommend  delay ;  and  if  still  further  urged,  to 
withhold  your  sanction  until  you  have  ascertained  that  no  serious 
defect  of  structure  is  present.  The  pain  of  such  an  investigation 
would  fall  far  short  of  the  distress  which  would  be  entailed  upon 
all  parties,  if  a  woman  with  some  important  malformation  of  her 
sexual  organs  were  to  contract  marriage.' 


conclusions  to  which  it  leads  are  the  same  as  follow  from  Mr.  Wliitehcad's  more 
extended  researches : 
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Unfavorable. 
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At  19  and  iijiwards,    .     .                  '2C> 
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25.7  av. 

'  An  iinjiorlant  cnpo  illustrative  of  this  subjoct  is  related  by  Dr.  Mcijijs,at  p.  119 
of  hia  translation  of  (JoLomhut  on  Diseases  of  Females,  8vo.     Philadelphia,  1845. 
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Amenorrhoea  from  imperfect  formation  of  the  sexual  organs  may 
depend  either  upon  causes  which  altogether  prevent  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  menstrual  function,  or  on  such  as  merely  interfere 
with  the  discharge  of  the  menstrual  fluid.  Cases  of  the  former 
kind  are  fortunately  very  rare,  since,  depending  on  the  absence  or 
defective  formation  of  the  uterus  or  ovaries,  they  are  completely 
beyond  the  reach  of  remedy  ;  those  of  the  latter  description  gene- 
rally admit  of  cure.  In  some  of  the  former  class  of  cases,  the 
sexual  character  has  been  altogether  imperfectly  developed,  and 
the  woman  has  never  experienced  any  periodical  occurrence  of 
symptoms  such  as  usually  prelude  the  appearance  of  the  menses, 
while  in  others  the  women  have  been  liable  to  periodical  attacks  of 
pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  and  to  all  those  indications  of  suffering 
by  which  the  menstrual  flux  is  often  attended,  and  have  presented 
in  their  outward  form  all  the  indications  of  perfect  womanhood. 
It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  all  of  these  dififerences,  since,  in  some 
instances,  where  the  sexual  character  was  but  imperfectly  marked, 
the  ovaries  were  found  after  death  sufficiently  well  formed,  though 
the  uterus  was  absent,  or  merely  rudimentarj^ 

A  few  cases  are  on  record  of  alleged  absence  of  both  ovaries, 
in  spite  of  the  otherwise  natural  formation  of  the  sexual  organs. 
Such  cases,  however,  are  excessively  rare,  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  in  many  instances  the  organs  were  present,  though  in  a 
very  undeveloped  condition.  Somewhat  less  uncommon  are  the 
instances  of  absence  of  one  ovary  ;  a  malformation  generally  asso- 
ciated with  absence  of  the  other  uterine  appendages  on  the  same 
side,  and  sometimes  also  with  absence  of  the  corresponding  kid- 
ney :  a  circumstance  which  will  not  surprise  you  if  you  bear  in 
mind  the  mode  of  development  of  the  urinary  and  generative  ap- 
paratus, and  the  intimate  relation  which  subsists  between  them  at 
an  early  period  of  foetal  existence.  Much  less  uncommon  than 
the  absence  of  either  ovary  is  the  persistence  of  both  through  the 
whole  or  the  greater  part  of  life  in  the  condition  which  they 
present  in  infancy  and  early  childhood,  with  scarcely  a  trace  of 
Graafian  vesicles  in  their  tissue.  This  want  of  development  of 
the  ovaries  is  generally,  though  not  invariably  associated  with 
want  of  development  of  the  uterus  and  other  sexual  organs:  and 
I  need  not  say  that  women  in  whom  it  exists  are  sterile. 

Two  instances  have  come  under  my  own  notice  in  which  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  some  defect  of  development  of  the 
ovaries  was  present.  The  first  patient  was  a  woman  aged  forty- 
three,  who  had  been  married  for  twenty  years,  but  had  never 
menstruated,  nor  had  ever  been  pregnant.  In  her  case  the  sexual 
organs  were  well  formed,  though  the  uterus  was  small,  and  sexual 
appetite  existed.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a  young  girl  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  was  for  some  time  under  the  care  of  the 
late  Dr.  Eoupell,  suffering  from  those  vague  symptoms  of  disorder 
of  the  general  health  which  so  frequently  exist  when  the  appear- 
ance of  the  menses  is  delayed.  She  presented  the  general  signs 
of  puberty,  but  her  vagina  was  very  small,  and  her  uterus  was  not 


38  AMENORRHCEA, 

larger  than  tliat  of  a  young  child.  I  do  not  know  what  became 
of  her  eventually,  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  evolution  of  her 
sexual  organs,  though  long  delayed,  may  at  length  have  taken 
place,  and  have  been  followed  by  the  due  performance  of  their 
functions. 

Conditions^  such  as  these  which  I  have  been  speaking  of  interest 
us  rather  as  physiologists  than  as  practitioners ;  we  can  only  guess 
at  their  existence,  and  can  do  nothing  for  their  remedy.  Though 
not  so  obscure,  still  quite  as  hopeless  are  those  cases  in  which  the 
uterus  alone  is  absent,  or,  as  is  more  frequently  the  case,  is  repre- 
sented by  one  or  two  small  bodies,  of  the  bigness  of  a  bean,  or 
even  smaller,  made  up  of  true  uterine  tissue,  rudiments,  as  it  were, 
of  the  deficient  organ.  This  absence  of  the  uterus  may  coexist 
with  a  perfectly  natural  condition  of  the  external  organs ;  the 
vagina,  which  is  usually  much  shorter  than  natural,  terminating 
in  a  cul-de-sac.  The  only  instance  of  this  malformation  which  I 
have  seen,  existed  in  a  young  woman  of  little  more  than  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  married  but  a  few  months,  and  who 
applied  to  the  late  Dr.  Hugh  Ley,  in  consequence  of  some  obstacle 
to  complete  sexual  intercourse.  Her  appearance  was  that  of  a 
well-developed  woman,  and  her  external  genitals  were  quite  nat- 
ural, but  the  vagina  was  not  above  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length, 
and  terminated  in  a  blind  pouch,  above  which  no  uterus  could  be 
felt,  neither  could  any  trace  of  the  organ  be  discovered  on  exam- 
ination by  the  rectum.^ 

Besides  these  cases,  however,  in  which  the  non-appearance  of 
the  menses  is  due  to  a  cause  wholly  beyond  the  power  of  art  to 
remedy,  there  are  others  in  which  the  ovaries  are  present,  and 
perform  their  functions  properly,  in  which  the  uterus  also  exists, 
and  the  periodical  hemorrhage  takes  place  from  its  lining;  but 
the  effused  blood  finds  no  means  of  escape,  owing  to  congenital 
closure  of  the  os  uteri,  or  to  the  absence  or  occlusion  of  the  vagina. 

The  non-appearance  of  the  menses  from  any  of  these  causes  is 
unquestionably  very  rare,  and  but  one  instance  of  imperforate  state 
of  the  hymen  has  come  under  my  observation.  To  judge  by  the 
recorded  accounts  of  such  cases,  however,  they  all  present  a  certain 
general  resemblance  to  each  other,  and  are  all  characterized  by 
the  occurrence,  at  or  soon  after  the  ordinary  period,  of  the  usual 
signs  of  puberty,  the  appearance  of  the  menses  alone  excepted. 
"\Vhile  these  are  absent,  the  premonitory  symptoms,  which  in 
general  usher  them  in,  are  experienced  with  even  more  than  ordi- 
nary severity.     These  symptoms  subside,  and  again  recur  after 

1  Numerous  references  to  cases  of  absence  of  the  ovaries,  or  of  tlioir  iniporfoct 
develoi)in(!nt,  arc  to  be  found  in  Cliorcau,  Traiie  dcs  Ahdadien  dcs  Oraircs,  I'aris, 
1844,  |(p.  73-!tl ;  and  JVleisHiier,  Fraucnkrank/ieUcn,  vol.  ii,  p.  28;  and  J)r.  Tluidi- 
cuni,  of  London,  lias  ])ublislied  in  the  Monatscltrift  f.  Ochnrtskttuilr,  A]iril,  1855, 
p.  27'J,  a  vi-ry  careful  analysis  of  twenty-one  cases,  colleeted  from  diHercnt  sources, 
in  wliicli  till!  ulcrus  was  either  aitiij;('th(!r  absent,  or  merely  rudimentary. 

*  Any  ont!  who  wishes  to  study  the  subject  of  uUsrine  nuill'orniations  in  all  its 
bonrinf^s,  will  find  ample  materials  collected  in  the  r;laborato  work  of  Jvussnuml, 
Von  davi  Mamjd,  dcr  VerkummcrurKj,  {J'c,  der  Gebarmuiter,  8vo.,  Wiirzburg,  1859. 
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the  lapse  of  about  a  menstrual  interval,  till,  after  many  months, 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen  becomes  apparent,  and  increases  by 
degrees  with  each  periodical  exacerbation  of  the  patient's  suffer- 
ings. 

The  history  of  the  patient,  the  absence  of  menstruation  long 
after  the  period  when  it  usually  shows  itself,  and  this  in  spite  of 
the  occurrence  of  the  constitutional  symptoms  which  generally 
accompany  it,  when  coupled  with  the  progressive  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen,  lead  in  the  course  of  time  to  the  cause  of  the  symp- 
toms being  recognized,  and  to  surgical  means  being  adopted  for 
their  removal.  Still,  there  are  several  circumstances  which  concur 
to  prevent  the  abdominal  enlargement  from  becoming  apparent  so 
early,  and  from  attaining,  even  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  to  so 
great  a  size,  as  might  at  first  have  been  anticipated.  Wherever 
any  mechanical  obstacle  exists  to  the  outflow  of  the  menses,  they 
are  almost  invariably  poured  out  in  far  smaller  quantity  than 
natural — a  fact  which  I  shall  have  again  to  refer  to  when  I  have 
to  speak  of  some  forms  of  dysmenorrhcea.  In  the  next  place,  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  the  blood  poured  out  into  the  uterine 
cavity  collects  there  uninfluenced  by  the  vital  processes  which  go 
on  in  the  rest  of  the  economy.  On  the  contrary,  the  absorbents 
are  very  active  in  getting  rid  of  the  effused  blood;  and  microscopic 
examinations  show  that  it  undergoes  alterations  of  the  same  kind 
as  take  place  in  blood  poured  out  elsewhere,  and  is  removed  by  a 
similar  process.^  But  besides  this,  the  blood  itself  seems  in  some 
instances  to  escape  through  the  fimbriated  extremities  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  where  sometimes  it  is  ab- 
sorbed without  giving  rise  to  any  dangerous  symptoms,  though,  in 
other  cases,  fatal  peritonitis  has  followed  this  occurrence.^ 

One  other  caution  with  reference  to  these  cases  may  not  be  out 
of  place  here,  and  that  concerns  the  prognosis  which  we  may  ex- 
press with  reference  to  the  result  of  any  operation  for  their  cure. 
Though  generally  favorable,  it  yet  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a 
fatal  result  due  to  the  occurrence  of  inflammation,  has  sometimes 
followed  an  operation  as  simple  as  the  mere  division  of  an  imper- 
forate hymen  ;  and  that  this  has  in  some  instances  been  produced 
by  blood  being  poured  through  the  Fallopian  tubes  into  the  ab- 
dominal cavity — notwithstanding  that  an  opening  in  the  vagina 
existed  of  ample  size  to  allow  of  its  ready  escape  in  the  natural 
way.^ 

1  See  the  interesting  account,  by  Dr.  H.  Miiller,  of  his  examination  of  the  re- 
tained menstrual  blood  in  two  cases  of  congenital  atresia  vaginas,  in  Henle  and 
Pfeuffer's  Zeitschrift,  vol.  v,  1846,  p.  140. 

2  A  series  of  papers,  by  M.  Bernutz,  in  the  Archives  de  Medecine  for  June, 
August,  and  December,  1848,  and  for  November,  1849,  bear  on  this  subject,  and 
may  be  consulted  with^  advantage.  These  papers  will  be  found  reproduced  in  a 
more  extended  form,  and  with  many  additional  observations,  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  work,  Sur  les  Maladies  des  Feynmes,  8vo.,  Paris,  1860,  published  by  him  in 
conjunction  with  M.  Goupil. 

*  As  in  a  case  related  by  M.  Marchand  de  Mass^,  in  the  Archives  de  Medecine, 
July,  1851,  in  several  collected  by  M.  Bernutz,  lib.  cit,  and  in  one  which  came 
under  my  own  cognizance  at  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
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Attacks  of  inflammation  of  the  sexual  organs  in  women  who 
have  ah'eady  menstruated,  and  have  even  ah'eady  borne  children, 
are  sometimes  followed  by  amenorrhoea;  either  from  abiding  mis- 
chief inflicted  on  the  ovaria  altogether  putting  a  stop  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  function,  or  from  cohesion  between  the  edges  of 
the  OS  uteri,  or  agglutination  of  the  walls  of  its  cervix,  or  from 
injury  to  the  vagina,  sloughing  of  its  walls,  and  subsequent  oblit- 
eration of  its  canal.  In  some  of  these  cases,  as  in  cases  of  con- 
genital malformation,  the  menstrual  fluid  may  collect  within  the 
cavity  of  the  womb,  and  require  to  be  evacuated  by  a  surgical  pro- 
ceeding. Mere  obstruction  of  the  passages  through  which  the 
menstrual  discharge  ought  to  flow,  seems,  however,  to  be  some- 
times followed  b}^  its  complete  suppression.  I  have  known  the 
menses  permanently  to  cease  after  severe  labor,  followed  by  oblit- 
eration of  the  OS  uteri  and  adhesion  between  the  vaginal  walls, 
even  though  there  was  no  reason  for  supposing  that  either  the 
body  of  the  womb  or  the  ovaries  had  been  the  seat  of  any  serious 
inflammatory  mischief. 

Though  I  have  made  these  few  remarks  on  the  non-appearance 
or  suppression  of  tlie  menses  from  causes  requiring  surgical  inter- 
ference, I  wish  to  call  your  attention  chiefly  to  cases  of  amenorrhoea 
from  causes  which  require  the  interference  of  the  physician. 

But  before  going  into  any  details  on  this  subject,  I  will  once 
more  remind  you,  that  the  mere  postponement  of  the  appearance 
of  the  menses  beyond  the  time  at  which  they  usually  show  them- 
selves, does  not  of  itself  call  for  interference,  does  not  even  warrant 
anxiety.  Like  all  the  other  processes  of  development,  ^o  that  of 
the  generative  system  admits  of  considerable  variations  in  point 
of  time  without  of  necessity  passing  the  limits  of  health.  Indeed, 
just  as  one  child  cuts  its  first  tooth  at  seven  months,  and  another 
not  till  a  year  old,  so  one  girl  may  menstruate  at  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  another  not  till  seventeen,  without  any  obvious 
reason  existing  for  the  early  performance  of  the  function  in  the 
one  case,  or  for  its  tardy  accomplishment  in  the  other.  JSIothers 
are  often  anxious  about  their  children,  if  they  do  not  menstruate 
till  somewhat  later  than  the  average  period;  or  even  as  that 
period  approaches,  will  often  attribute  to  its  influence  the  most 
diverse  symptoms  of  disordered  health  ;  and  will  urge  on  you 
the  employment  of  emmenagogue  medicines  as  essential  to  their 
removal. 

Again,  the  occurrence  of  serious  illness  of  almost  any  kind  a  few 
months,  or  even  a  few  years,  before  the  arrival  of  the  period  of 
puberty,  will  often  postpone  for  a  longtime  the  maniiestation  of  its 
sigfiH,  and,  in  }>articular,  the  aiipoarance  of  the  menses.  Not  long 
since  I  saw  a  young  woman,  twenty  years  of  age,  Avho  had  never 
menstruated,  who,  perhaps,  never  will.  Her  health  had  been  good 
UJitil  she  exiterienced  a  severe  attack  of  scarlet  fever  at  tlie  age  of 
fitteen.  Her  recovery  from  this  illness  liad  been  very  slow,  and  she 
was  dwarfed  l)y  it  in  body,  and  ai)]ini"enlly  in  mind  too,  and  her 
feeble  frame  was  unec^ual  to  the  task  of  bringing  her  reproductive 
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powers  to  perfection.  In  idiots,  with  whom  the  imperfect  develop- 
ment of  mind  is  generally  associated  with  imperfect  development 
of  bod}',  puberty  is  almost  always  late  in  its  occurrence.  It  appears, 
too,  from  the  elaborate  Report  on  Cretinism,  presented  to  the  Sar- 
dinian Government  in  1848,  that  in  extreme  degrees  of  that  con- 
dition, the  reproductive  powers  are  never  developed  at  all ;  in  less 
degrees,  menstruation  appears  late,  and  continues  scanty  and  irreg- 
ular through  life  ;  while  even  in  cases  of  the  slightest  description, 
the  average  date  of  the  first  menstruation  is  as  late  as  the  eighteenth, 
year.^ 

Further,  even  when  there  is  no  bodily  disease,  nor  any  local  cause 
rendering  impossible  the  due  performance  of  the  sexual  functions, 
it  must  yet  be  borne  in  mind  that  those  functions  are  seldom  com- 
pletely performed  from  the  very  moment  when  they  give  the  first 
indication  of  their  activity.  It  oftens  happens,  that  after  the  first 
menstruation  there  is  an  interval,  not  of  one  month,  but  of  two  or 
three,  before  the  menses  again  make  their  appearance ;  or,  perhaps, 
that  the  signs  premonitory  of  menstruation  are  followed  by  a  dis- 
charge, not  of  blood,  but  of  mucus,  the  menstrucB  alhce  of  old 
writers.  AVe  know  that  such  discharges,  though  once  regarded  as 
morbid,  are  far  from  being  necessarily  so.  If  the  congestion  of 
the  uterus  attending  the  menstrual  effort  be  slight,  the  quantity  of 
blood  poured  out  from  the  organ  will  be  but  small,  and  mucus  and 
epithelium  corpuscles  will  then  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  discharge. 
In  such  a  case,  however,  menstruation  maybe  as  really  performed, 
as  in  the  woman  from  whose  sexual  organs  hemorrhage  takes  place 
with  the  greatest  abundance.  Time  rarely  fails  to  bring  the  func- 
tion, in  a  few  months,  to  the  strictest  conformity,  in  all  respects, 
to  those  laws  by  which  it  is  governed  in  the  healthy  and  fully 
developed  woman. 

Still,  after  every  allowance  has  been  made  for  cases  of  mere  tardy 
development,  and  for  those  in  which  the  complete  performance  of 
the  sexual  functions  is  accomplished  by  degrees,  as  well  as  for 
others  in  which  the  activity  of  the  reproductive  powers  is  post- 
poned almost  indefinitely  by  previous  bodily  ailment,  there  yet 
remain  a  number  of  instances  where  the  non-accomplishment  of 
the  menstrual  process,  at  the  time  when  the  changes  of  puberty 
are  usually  completed,  is  the  prominent  symptom  of  disordered 
health,  and  seems  to  be  the  chief  occasion  of  all  the  various  forms 
of  illness  with  which  it  may  be  associated. 

There  are  two  different  classes  of  sz/mptoms,  with  one  or  the  other 
of  which  the  non-appearance  of  the  menses  is  in  these  cases  usually 
associated — symptoms  differing  widely  in  their  general  characters, 
but  probably  far  less  widely  separated  in  their  essential  causes. 
In  the  one  case  the  conditioyi  is  apparently  of  plethora,  in  the  otJier 
of  ancemia  ;  but  the  tendency  of  the  forrner  is  to  pass  into  the 
latter,  and  this  transition  often  takes  place  very  rapidly. 

'  Rapport  de  la  Commission  crhe  par  S.  M.  le  Roi  d^  Sardaigne  pour  etudier  la 
C'retinisme,  4to.,  Turin,  1848,  see  p.  25. 
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A  girl,  pj'evionsly  in  good  health,  approaches  the  time  of 
puberty;  some  of  the  changes  characteristic  of  it  take  place,  the 
form  assumes  the  contour  of  womanhood,  and  nothing  but  the 
occurrence  of  menstruation  is  wanting  to  announce  the  comple- 
tion of  the  change.  The  menses,  however,  do  not  show  them- 
selves, but  the  girl  begins  to  suiFer  from  frequent  headache  and  a 
flushed  face,  fi-equent  backache,  pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  and 
constipated  bowels,  a  furred  tongue  and  a  full  pulse,  and  all  these 
signs  of  constitutional  disorder  undergo  a  marked  increase  at 
stated  periods  of  about  a  month.  At  length  menstruation  occurs, 
though  in  all  probability  scantily,  and  attended  with  much  pain, 
and  then  for  several  months  together  there  is  no  sign  of  its  return  ; 
or,  perhaps,  when  the  proper  period  comes  round  again,  the  bleed- 
ing, instead  of  taking  place,  as  it  ought  to  do,  from  the  womb, 
occurs  from  the  stomach,  or,  less  frequently,  from  the  intestines. 
The  general  health  was  at  first  probably  not  seriously  disturbed, 
or  at  least  its  disorder  was  limited  to  certain  times  of  peculiar 
suftering,  but  by  degrees  the  patient  becomes  habitually  ailing, 
the  appetite  falls  ofl;',  the  powers  of  digestion,  are  weakened,  the 
strength  becomes  unequal  to  ordinary  exertion,  the  pulse  grows 
feeble  and  frequent,  and  the  face  itself  assumes  the  pallid  sallow 
tinge  whence  the  term  chlorosis  has  been  selected  as  the  most  ap- 
propriate designation  of  the  condition  ;  while  the  stethoscope  de- 
tects a  peculiar  sound  attendant  on  the  passage  of  the  blood 
through  the  cavities  of  the  heart  and  along  the  arterial  and  venous 
trunks,  and  which  is  known  to  be  significant  of  changes  in  its  com- 
position, often  of  diminution  of  its  quantity. 

In  other  instances,  the  signs  of  plethora  have  not  at  any  time 
been  present,  but  the  health,  never  very  robust,  fails  more  and  more 
as  the  period  of  puberty  approaches;  the  feeble  pulse,  the  cold 
skin,  the  bloodless  countenance,  the  deficient  and  depraved  ap- 
petite come  on  by  degrees,  while  the  outward  signs  of  puberty 
appear  slowly  and  imperfectly.  The  frail  child  never  passes  com- 
pletely into  womanhood,  but  fades  and  droops  in  the  transition 
stage,  through  wiiich  she  has  not  strength  to  pass. 

In  cases  of  both  these  kinds  there  is  unquestionably  a  certain 
degree  of  obscurity,  though  scarcely  more  than  we  should  find  in 
the  endeavor  to  explain  how  in  infancy  the  state  of  the  general 
health  influences  dentition,  or  the  process  of  teething  reacts  on  the 
general  health.  The  weakly  child  cuts  its  teeth  painfully,  tardily, 
irregularly  ;  and  there  seems  to  be  no  essential  difference  between 
cases  in  which  the  liealth  ialls  olf  before  any  teeth  have  actually 
appeared,  and  those  in  wliich  the  symptoms  come  on  after  one  or 
two  of  the  teeth  liave  cut  througii  the  gum.  In  both  cases  we 
look  beyond  the  local  phenomena  for  the  exjulanation  of  the  symp- 
tonis;  and  we  do  the  Bame  in  the  girl  at  i)ul)erty  as  in  the  infant 
in  whom  the  period  of  dentition  has  conunenced. 

In  tiie  case  of  the  girl  at  })nherty  there  seems,  however,  to  bo 
another  element  to  he  takoi  into  consideration, — namel3%  the  com- 
position of  the  blood.     Of  all  the  various  [)roce88Cs  of  development 
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wliich  at  different  times  go  on  in  the  system,  none  seem  to  make 
sucli  great  demands  upon  the  circulating  fluid  as  those  which  con- 
cern the  reproductive  organs.  During  pregnancy,  even  in  a  healthy 
woman,  certain  changes  in  the  blood  (a  diminution  of  its  red  par- 
ticles, an  increase  in  its  watery  elements)  are  of  constant  occur- 
rence ;  while  in  some  instances  these  changes  are  so  considerable 
as  to  give  rise  to  disorder  of  the  general  health  precisely  similar 
in  all  its  characters  to  chlorosis.^  The  growth  of  the  womb,  the 
development  of  the  foetus,  are,  indeed,  accomplished,  for  they  are 
subject  to  a  law  not  easily  broken  through  ;  but  they  are  accom- 
plished at  the  expense  of  the  woman's  constitution,  and  leave  her 
often  incapable  of  suckling  her  infant,  and  probably  liable  to  all 
that  class  of  inflammatory  affections,  the  remote  cause  of  which, 
as  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  for  instance,  is  to  be  sought  in  some 
morbid  state  of  the  blood. 

To  originate  a  new  function,  to  bring  to  perfection  a  hitherto 
unexercised  power,  makes  larger  demands  on  the  strength  than 
are  required  for  its  continued  activity.  The  feeble  phthisical  child 
fails,  as  the  time  of  womanhood  approaches,  to  menstruate,  and 
the  signs  of  chlorosis  gradually  manifest  themselves  in  her,  while 
in  spite  of  advanced  tubercular  disease,  the  grown  woman  some- 
times continues  to  menstruate  with  regularity,  or  even  to  bring 
forth  children.  These,  however,  are,  it  must  be  confessed,  excep- 
tional occurrences ;  the  tendency  of  almost  all  diseases  which 
originate  in,  or  in  their  course  produce  important  alterations  in 
the  blood,  is  to  disturb,  to  impair,  and  at  length  to  interrupt  the 
performance  of  the  reproductive  functions.  In  one  instance  only,^ 
out  of  all  the  cases  of  phthisis  among  women  that  form  the  mate- 
rials of  M.  Louis'  great  work  on  that  disease,  did  menstruation 
continue  up  to  the  time  of  death ;  and  it  suffices  to  watch  with 
moderate  care  any  one  suffering  from  uterine  cancer  in  order  to 
feel  satisfied,  that  even  though  hemorrhage  may  still  occasionally 
take  place  from  the  diseased  womb,  yet  the  periodical  activity  of 
the  reproductive  organs  ceased  when  once  the  cancerous  cachexia 
had  become  developed. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  connected  with  the  sexual  functions 
in  woman  which  must  not  be  left  altogether  without  notice,  since 
it  suggests  a  reason  why  their  tardy  or  imperfect  development,  or 
their  subsequent  disorder,  should  be  associated  with  symptoms  to 
which  we  nowhere  else  find  the  slightest  analogy.  It  is  a  law  of 
the  female  economy  that  for  some  thirty  years  of  life,  unless  in- 
terrupted by  pregnancy  or  its  results,  a  certain  quantity  of  blood 
shall  be  periodically  discharged  from  the  system.    This  periodical 

*  The  merit  of  the  first  observations  on  chlorosis  in  pregnancy  must  be  divided 
between  M.  Cazeaux,  of  Paris,  and  the  late  Professor  von  Kivvisch,  of  Prague, 
though  the  claims  of  the  latter  appear  to  be  the  stronger.  The  best  remarks  on 
the  subject  will  be  found  in  Cazeaux,  Trait'e  des  Accouehemens,  Paris,  1850,  pp. 
291-301  ;  Kiwisch,  Die  Geburtskunde,  Erlangen,  1851,  vol.  i,  p.  227,  and  vol.  ii,  p. 
3-j  ;  and  Scanzoni,  Lehrhiich  de,r  Geburtshulfe,  Vienna,  1849,  vol.  i,  p.  192. 

2   Louis,  Mecherches  sur  la  Phthisic,  deuxieme  ed.,  8vo.,  Paris,  1843,  p.  334. 
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discharge  alone  engaged  the  attention  of  observers  in  bj^gone 
times,  and  various  hypotheses  were  framed,  which,  diifering  in 
other  respects,  3'et  agreed  in  this, —  that  they  all  regarded  the 
menstrual  function  as  a  great  depurative  agent,  a  means  supple- 
mental to  the  lungs  themselves,  for  eUminating  superfluous  carbon 
from  the  system.  Though  we,  with  the  light  of  modern  physi- 
ology, are  able  to  look  deeper  than  our  predecessors,  and  can  see 
in  the  discharge  of  blood  from  the  sexual  organs  the  outward 
sign  of  a  still  more  important  process  going  on  within,  we  yet 
must  not  forget  that  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
health  of  a  woman  whether  excretion  of  four  or  six  ounces  of 
blood  takes  place  every  month,  or  not ;  that  the  arrest  of  this 
phenomenon  or  its  non-occurrence  cannot  but  be  associated  with 
much  constitutional  disorder.  We  find,  indeed,  that  even  when, 
with  the  lapse  of  years,  the  time  arrives  at  which  the  discharge 
naturally  ceases,  its  cessation  is  almost  invariably  followed  by  a 
class  of  symptoms  which  show  that  the  balance  of  the  circulation 
has  been  disturbed,  while  many  months  are  often  needed  to  com- 
plete its  readjustment.  The  liver  now  has  extra  work  to  do  in  the 
depuration  of  the  blood,  its  disorders  are  now  more  frequent  than 
at  other  times,  and  though  hemorrhages  not  infrequently  take 
place  which  relieve  the  overtasked  organ,  yet  they  often  pass  the 
limits  of  health,  and  become  themselves  a  fresh  cause  of  suflering, 
or  even  an  occasion  of  danger. 

But  the  very  accidents  to  which  there  is  a  disposition  when 
menstruation  ceases,  may  also  precede  its  occurrence.  If  menstrua- 
tion is  postponed  beyond  the  ordinary  period,  the  system  suffers  in 
the  same  way  as  it  often  does  at  its  cessation.  The  same  double 
duty  is  thrown  on  the  liver,  the  same  disposition  to  its  disorder 
exists,  the  same  tendency  to  congestion  of  different  viscera  mani- 
fests itself,  and  frequently  the  same  outbursts  of  hemorrhage  give 
temporary  relief  to  the  congestion,  too  often  also  at  the  expense 
of  the  general  constitutional  vigor.  ISTo  one  who  is  familiar  with 
the  symptoms  that  are  often  associated  with  granular  degeneration 
of  the  kidney  will  be  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  local  plethora 
may  be  associated  with  an  altered  and  impoverished  condition  of 
the  circulating  fluid,  or  will  fail  to  see  how  it  may  sometimes  hap- 
pen that  leeches,  purgative  medicines,  and  active  exercise,  may 
take  that  [tlace  in  the  cure  of  amenorrhoia  which  tonic  remedies, 
ferruginous  pre[>arations,  and  wine  occupy  in  general. 

The  exact  mode  of  applying  these  principles  in  cases  where 
menstruatioTi  has  never  occurred,  must  vary  much  in  different  in- 
stances, though  in  all,  our  chief  endeavor  nmst  be  directed  to  the 
establishment  of  that  function  through  the  medium  of  the  general 
health,  rather  than  by  means  of  remedies  acting  or  supposed  to 
act,  inirnediiitely  on  the  sexual  system.  While,  then,  the  tardy 
occurrence  of  puberty,  Just  as  the  tardy  appearance  of  the  teeth  in 
infajicy,  furnishes,  when  unattended  by  constitutional  disorder,  no 
indication  for  medical  interference,  the  first  question  that  in  these 
cases  presents  itself  is,  whether  the  sym})t()ms  which  accompany 
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the  amenorrhoea  are  those  of  simple  debility  or  of  that  kind  of 
plethora  which  may  yet  be  associated  with  an  altered  and  deterio- 
rated state  of  the  circulating  fluid. 

But  though  the  decision,  of  this  point,  with  a  view  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  suitable  constitutional  treatment,  claims  our  first  atten- 
tion, there  is  yet  another  which  must  not  be  wholly  lost  sight  of. 
When  its  establishment  is  long  postponed,  the  performance  of  the 
menstrual  function  generally  takes  place  painfully,  difficultly,  and 
for  a  long  time  imperfectly,  while,  as  already  mentioned,  it  some- 
times happens  that  the  blood  which  is  not  poured  out  from  the 
uterus  makes  its  escape  through  other  channels ;  such  a  discharge, 
too,  vicarious  of  menstruation,  sometimes  continues  to  recur  for 
months  together,  not  merely  injuring  the  patient's  health,  but, 
through  the  mysterious  influence  of  habit,  offering  a  serious  im- 
pediment to  the  proper  performance  of  the  menstrual  function. 
How,  and  why  this  is  so,  I  will  not  pretend  to  explain.  Deficient 
innervation  of  the  sexual  organs  has  been  assumed  to  be  its  cause 
by  some ;  while  others  have  spoken  of  some  special  density  of  the 
uterine  tissue,  preventing  the  ready  outflow  of  blood ;  or  of  some 
peculiar  thickness  of  the  blood  itself,  which  therefore  could  not 
escape  from  the  pores  that  otherwise  would  give  it  exit.  State- 
ments of  this  kind,  however,  are  but  the  expression  of  very  crude 
hypotheses ;  they  add  nothing  to  our  knowledge,  they  do  not  even 
present  it  to  us  in  a  clearer  form.  What  we  have  to  do  with  is 
the  fact,  that  there  are  certain  periods  more  or  less  well  marked 
in  the  regularity  of  their  return,  when  a  special  disorder  of  the 
nervous  and  vascular  systems,  and  various  forms  of  local  suffering, 
referred  more  or  less  distinctly  to  the  womb  or  to  the  parts  adja- 
cent, announce  a  sort  of  imperfect  menstrual  effort,  and  that  at 
those  times  various  local  measures  addressed  to  the  uterus  are 
not  infrequently  succeeded  by  the  establishment  of  menstruation, 
though  the  same  measures,  if  had  recourse  to  at  another  time, 
would  be  altogether  unavailing,  or  even  positively  mischievous. 

Treatment  then  resolves  itself  into  what  is  to  be  done  for  the 
improvement  of  the  general  health,  and  what  is  to  be  done  on 
special  occasions  with  a  particular  view  to  the  excitement  of  the 
uterine  function ;  while  it  follows  as  a  necessary  corollary,  that 
when  no  sign  of  menstrual  effort  shows  itself,  then  no  local  meas- 
ures are  indicated.  In  cases  where  general  debility  characterizes 
the  patient's  condition,  tonics  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term  are 
indicated ;  and  by  them  I  understand  not  merely  tonic  medicines, 
or  preparations  of  iron,  though  they  will  almost  always  be  appro- 
priate, but  the  tonic  influence  of  pure  air,  healthful  pursuits,  and 
exercise  short  of  fatigue.  In  these  cases,  too,  the  one  great  danger 
to  watch  against,  is  that  of  the  supervention  of  phthisis,  and  a 
winter's  residence  at  Torquay  or  Ventnor  is  useful  in  many  in- 
stances, not  only  as  a  means  of  guarding  the  delicate  lungs  from 
the  cold  of  many  inland  places,  but  also  because  the  warm  climate 
and  the  sea  air  appear  of  themselves  to  have  a  beneficial  influence 
in  favoring  the  healthy  development  of  the  reproductive  system. 


46  AMENOERHCEA, 

The  constipated  state  of  tlie  bowels,  wliicli  is  so  troublesome  a 
symptom  in  these  cases,  must  be  encountered,  not  by  drastic  pur- 
gatives, but  by  gentler  aperients,  among  which  the  watery  extract 
of  aloes  has  a  well-merited  reputation.  In  some  instances  all 
preparations  of  iron  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  sluggish 
state  of  the  intestines,  but  this  difficulty  can  in  general  be  got  rid 
of  by  combining  the  iron  with  some  aperient  salt/  At  other  times 
the  delicate  stomach  is  unable  to  bear  the  mildest  ferruginous 
preparation,  and  in  these  circumstances,  chalybeate  mineral  waters 
will  often  produce  good  effects,  far  beyond  what  might  be  antici- 
pated if  we  regarded  merely  the  quantity  of  the  remedy  they  con- 
tain. The  waters  of  Spa  and  Pyrmont  are  especially  suitable  to 
cases  of  this  description ;  the  former  being  the  milder  and  better 
borne  by  patients  whose  digestive  power  is  very  feeble.  Both 
these  waters  are  very  well  prepared  at  Brighton,  but  patients  of 
this  description  benefit  as  much  by  the  change  of  scene,  the 
healthful  exercise,  the  sort  of  busy  idleness  of  a  watering-place, 
as  by  the  virtues  of  the  spring  to  which  it  owes  its  reputation. 

Even  when  a  state  of  apparent  plethora  predominates,  much 
the  same  kind  of  treatment  is  nevertheless  appropriate ;  with  the 
exception,  however,  that  the  preparations  of  iron  are  often  not 
needed  at  all,  while  a  much  more  active  system  of  purgation  is 
generally  indicated.  A  nutritious,  though  not  a  stimulating  diet, 
the  shower-bath,  and  horse  exercise,  are  remedies  of  greater 
power  than  any  which  Apothecaries'  Hall  contains.  The  slug- 
gish state  of  the  liver,  which  constitutes  one  of  the  great  difficul- 
ties that  in  these  cases  we  have  to  contend  with,  must  not  lead  us 
to  the  too  frequent  use  of  mercurials,  especially  of  mercurial  pur- 
gatives. There  are  some  exceptional  cases,  however,  where  other 
remedies  fail  to  excite  a  due  secretion  of  bile,  in  which  the  steady 
employment  of  small  doses  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  persevered 
in  for  several  weeks,  while  a  general  tonic  plan  of  treatment  in 
other  respects  is  continued,  proves  of  most  essential  service. 

But  while  the  general  health  must  be  administered  to  by  means 
such  as  I  have  just  described,  the  appearance  of  any  attempt  at 
menstruation,  as  it  indicates  a  different  object  to  be  aimed  at,  so 
calls  for  an  immediate  change  in  the  remedies  to  be  employed. 

The  patient  should  be  kept  quiet,  and  if  there  be  any  consider- 
able suffering,  or  much  disturbance  of  the  circulation,  it  is  desirable 
that  she  should  remain  in  bed,  while  the  hot  hip-bath,  night  and 
morning,  rendered  still  more  stimulating  in  cases  where  the  local 
pain  is  not  very  considerable  l)y  the  addition  of  some  mustard, 
will  often  have  the  efi'cct  of  inducing  the  nionstruid  flux.  It  is 
at  this  time  that  the  stimulant  diuretics,  such  as  nitrous  ether, 
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turpentine,  spirits  of  juniper,  or  the  domestic  emmenagogue  gin, 
sometimes  prove  useful,  and  by  increasing  tlie  congestion  of  tlie 
pelvic  viscera,  induce  a  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  and  relieve 
the  patient  from  much  sufi'ering.  Much  care,  however,  is  needed 
in  the  employment  of  any  of  these  remedies ;  while  all  violent 
measures,  such  as  the  administration  of  cantharides,  or  of  the  oil 
of  savin  in  large  doses,  or  of  very  powerful  local  stimulants,  such 
as  vaginal  injections  of  liquor  ammonite  mixed  with  milk,  or  the 
introduction  of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  uterine  cavity,  by  means 
of  Lallemand's  porte-caustique,  appear  to  me  to  deserve  reproba- 
tion, as  both  uncertain  and  unsafe.  Electricity,  applied  by  means 
of  the  ordinary  electro-magnetic  apparatus,  one  disk  being  placed 
over  the  pubes  and  the  other  over  the  sacrum,  has  in  some  cases 
been  of  service,  though  its  results,  just  as  when  employed  for  other 
purposes,  appear  to  vary  much,  and  causelessly.  It  was  at  one 
time  anticipated  that  the  ergot  of  rye  would  prove  a  veiy  valuable 
emmenagogue,  and  indeed  it  was  employed  as  a  popular  means  of 
inducino;  menstruation,  lono;  before  its  introduction  into  obstetric 
practice.  Though  it  has  been  tried,  however,  m  various  forms  of 
powder,  tincture,  infusion,  and  essence,  and  though  experiments 
have  been  made  with  its  essential  principle,  the  ei-gotine,  yet  its 
peculiar  power  over  the  muscular  activity  of  the  womb  does  not 
apiDcar  to  extend  to  any  other  function  of  the  sexual  organs. 

In  some  instances,  the  pain  experienced  in  the  uterine  region 
with  the  return  of  each  menstrual  period,  is  very  severe  indeed ; 
and  in  such  cases,  while  stimulating  hip-baths  are  out  of  place,  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium  not  only  relieves'  the 
pain,  but  is  often  followed  by  the  occurrence  of  menstruation. 
The  explanation  that  used  to  be  given  of  this  fact,  founded  on  the 
circumstance  that  excessive  congestion  of  a  secretory  organ  often 
puts  a  stop  to  its  activity,  is  scarcely  applicable  now  that  we  know 
the  menstrual  discharge  to  be  a  simple  hemorrhage,  not  a  secretion. 
The  fact,  however,  still  holds  good,  and  the  practice  founded  on  it 
is  worth  remembering, 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  from 
various  organs  as  an  occasional  attendant  on  amenorrhoea,  and  have 
suggested  an  explanation  of  its  cause.  Medical  writings^  are  full 
of  illustrations  of  this  vicarious  menstruation,  as  it  is  often,  though 
not  quite  correctly,  termed ;  and  from  them  it  appears  that  the 
hemorrhages  may  occur,  not  merely  from  any  of  the  mucous  sur- 
faces, as  the  stomach,  intestinal  canal,  or  air-passages,  but  also  from 
any  casual  wound,  from  the  surface  of  an  ulcer,  from  the  nipple, 
from  the  eye ;  in  short,  from  almost  any  conceivable  part  of  the 
body.  Now  it  is  no  part  of  my  object  to  occupy  your  time  with 
a  detail  of  these  mere  medical  wonders;  but  there  are  several 
things  with  reference  to  them  which  I  wish-you  to  bear  in  mind. 

1  Abundant  references  may  be  found  in  Brierre  de  Boismont,  De  la  Menstruation, 
&c.,  8vo.,  Paris,  1842,  chap,  vi,  p.  374;  and  in  Meissner's  Frauenkrankheiten,  Svo., 
Leipsig,  1845,  vol.  ii,  p.  860. 
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The  first  is,  that  after  the  arrival  of  the  period  of  puberty,  the  non- 
appearance of  the  menses,  or  their  accidental  suppression,  is  likely 
to  be  followed  by  occasional  outbursts  of  hemorrhage,  which  by 
no  means  invariably  correspond  with  any  real  activity  of  the 
sexual  organs,  or  observe  any  distinct  periodicity  of  return.  N'ext, 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  such  discharges,  not  being  genuine 
menstruation,  may  nevertheless  take  place  from  the  uterus,  and 
ariienorrhcea  and  a  seeming  menorrhagia  may  alternate  with  each 
other.  Such  hemorrhage,  too,  may  be  extremely  profuse ;  and 
even  within  my  own  observation  it  proved  fatal  to  a  young  lady, 
in  whom  it  succeeded  to  long-continued  suppression  of  the  menses, 
and  whose  uterus  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  examination 
during  life,  was  perfectly  healthy.  Lastly,  the  occurrence  of  this 
hemorrhage  does  not  in  any  material  respect  alter  the  indications 
which  we  are  to  pursue  in  our  treatment,  or  the  means  by  which 
we  must  endeavor  to  accomplish  them.  If  so  profuse  as  to  be 
hazardous,  the  discharge  must  be  checked  by  appropriate  means; 
but  it  is  to  the  state  of  the  general  health,  and  the  excitement  of 
the  true  menstrual  function,  that  our  chief  care  must  be  directed. 
Habit,  "the  memory  of  the  body,"i  as  John  Hunter  beautifully 
terms  it,  while  it  plays  a  prominent  part  in  many  of  the  functions 
of  the  animal  economy,  exerts  over  none  so  powerful  an  influence 
as  over  those  of  the  sexual  system  of  the  female.  The  hemorrhage 
vicarious  of  menstruation,  in  its  first  occurrence  perhaps  the  result 
of  mere  accident,  needs  but  to  return  two  or  three  times  for  its 
cure  to  become  difficult.  After  a  time,  even  though  the  general 
health  may  be  perfectly  good,  and  though  the  ovaries,  as  far  as  we 
can  tell,  perform  their  office  properly,  yet  with  each  return  of  that 
excitement  of  the  circulation  which  should  relieve  itself  through 
the  medium  of  the  uterus,  the  long-established  habit  interferes,  and 
bleeding  takes  place  from  the  lungs  or  from  the  stomach,  or  from 
the  surface  of  the  body,  instead  of  from  the  womb. 

But  the  application  of  this  fact  is  wider  than  to  the  mere  deter- 
mining the  prognosis  of  cases  of  hemorrhage  vicarious  of  men- 
struation, though  it  will  at  once  be  obvious  that  they  admit  of 
cure  easily,  or  with  difficulty,  in  almost  exact  proportion  to  their 
duration.  The  principle  which  it  involves  is  to  be  borne  in  mind 
in  the  management  of  all  the  ailments  that  disturb  the  menstrual 
function.  It  is  not  enough  to  take  precautions  till  menstruation 
has  for  the  first  time  occurred  ;  the  period  for  its  return  should, 
even  in  the  healthiest  girl,  be  watched  for,  and  all  ])revious  precau- 
tions sliould  bo  once  more  repeated  ;  and  this  should  be  done  again 
and  again,  until  at  length  the  liahlt  of  regular,  healthy  menstrua- 
tion is  established  ;  and  if  this  be  once  secured,  the  risks  of  its  sub- 
sequent disorder  will  be  very  much  lessened.  Need  I  say  that  this 
truth  ])ear8  with  tenfold  force  on  all  cases  in  which  menstruation 
has  been  tardily,  painfully,  or  difiicultly  accomidished;  for  in  these 

'    Works,  I'alnier'.s  edition,  vul.  i,  p.  27-1. 
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the  bad  habit  has  to  be  broken  through,  and  a  new  one  formed. 
If  this  be  not  accomplished  during  the  first  few  years  of  woman- 
hood, it  will,  in  all  probability,  never  be  attained. 


LECTURE  IV. 

MENSTKUATION  AND  ITS  DISOEDEES. 

AmejSTOERHCEA,  continued — Suppression  of  the  Menses — Their  premature  cessation 
— Irregularities  before  final  extinction  of  function — Various  causes  suspending 
the  menses — Treatment. 

Menorrhagia — Its  two  principal  causes — 1st,  constitutional;  2d  local — illustra- 
tions of  each 

Treatment  of  both  classes  of  cases — general  precautions — cases  requiring  antiphlo- 
gistic measures — cases  requiring  tonics  and  astringents — local  remedies — con- 
ditions calling  for  the  plug,  and  for  intra-uterine  injections. 

"We  were  engaged  during  the  last  Lecture  with  the  study  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  menstrual  discharge  has  never  made  its 
appearance.  Another,  and  equally  important  class,  still  remains 
for  coDsideration,  in  which  menstruation  is  either  interrupted  or 
suppressed.. 

It  is  of  course  out  of  the  question  to  attempt  an  examination  of 
all  the  various  circumstances  that  may  give  rise  to  suppression  of 
the  menses,  or  that  may  lead  to  their  permanent  cessation  ;  for  a 
very  large  number  both  of  constitutional  disorders  as  well  as  of 
local  diseases  tend  directly  to  produce  this  result.  Reference  has 
already  been  made  to  the  remarkable  influence  of  phthisis  in  its 
more  advanced  stages  in  leading  to  suppression  of  the  menses,  and 
many  other  cachectic  -diseases  exert  a  similar  influence  on  the 
menstrual  function  ;  while  severe  uterine  or  ovarian  inflammation, 
various  forms  of  ovarian  degeneration  or  of  uterine  tumor,  often 
suspend  menstruation  for  mouths  together,  sometimes  put  a  final 
stop  to  its  occurrence,  many  years  before,  in  the  natural  course  of 
events,  the  sexual  powers  would  lose  their  vigor. 

But  besides  those  cases  in  which  a  definite  reason  can  be  assigned 
for  the  arrest  or  cessation  of  the  menstrual  discharge,  there  are 
others  occasionally  met  with,  in  which  it  disappears  as  the  result 
of  a  premature  senescence,  just  as  we  have  observed  it  sometimes 
to  come  on  late  in  life  in  consequence  of  the  tardy  occurrence  of 
puberty.  Thus  while  the  average  duration  of  the  menstrual  func- 
tion is  about  thirty  years,  and  the  age  of  its  cessation  in  the  major- 
ity of  instances,  at  or  a  little  after  forty-five,  it  has  been  known 
to  continue  less  than  ten  years,  and  to  cease  before  the  age  of 
thirty,  and  this,  too,  without  any  peculiarity  in  the  history  of  the 
woman  suggesting  an  adequate  reason  for  so  wide  a  deviation  from 
the  ordinary  rule.^ 

1  Elaborate  tables  showing  the  duration  of  menstruation,  and  the  age  at  its 
cessation,  are  to  be  found  in  Brierre  de  Boismont,  op.  cit,  pp.  209,  211;  in  Dr. 
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To  a  great  extent  the  date  of  the  cessation  of  the  menstrual 
function  is,  I  apprehend,  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  just  as 
some  persons  of  our  own  sex  retain  sexual  vigor  to  extreme  old 
age,  while  with  others  it  soon  grows  feehle  or  becomes  shiggish, 
so  women  may  long  retain  their  reproductive  powers,  or  may  lose 
them  early,  without  their  health  being  better  in  the  one  instance, 
or  less  good  in  the  other. 

Cases,  however,  are  sometmies7nTe4^ith,  in  which  a  permanent 
cessation  of  the  menstrupJ^^^Wti-m^isVissociated  with  the  same 
state  of  health,  the  sam^^^OTi^ition  of  ^eoieral  debilitj^  as  I  have 
already  referred  to  wK^  j^akiHj^^f  ilip  non-appearance  of  the 
menses,  and  accomjif^i^  witoVill  t^y  collection  of  symptoms 
which  constitute  cmpi^osis.  x^  theAe^reumstances  the  same  gen- 
eral treatment,  thefsamer^alybo-jftc  r-oniedies  as  are  suited  to  the 
young  girl,  find  th&ig^t  application  iii  the  illness  of  the  matron, 
and  generally  with  rJoe  rs^ult  <X^^^^'i^ov'mg  the  health  and  repro- 
ducing the  menstruan^»Mlf  SiMffetimes.  indeed,  though  the  health 
amends  under  appropriate  means,  yet  the  sexual  functions  are 
never  re-established ;  a  result  with  which,  although  far  from  usual, 
it  is  nevertheless  important  that  joii  should  be  acquainted. 

But  there  are  manj^  instances  in  which,  though  menstruation  is 
not  finally  arrested,  yet  the  function  is  suspended  for  a  time,  and 
this  accident  is  attended  by  very  various  degrees  of  constitutional 
disorder.  At  the  commencement  of  sexual  activity  and  towards 
its  close,  menstruation  is  often  irregular,  in  the  one  instance  owning 
to  the  organs  not  having  arrived  at  perfection,  in  the  other  owing 
to  the  gradual  loss  of  their  power.  So  frequent,  indeed,  is  this 
irregular  menstruation  as  a  prelude  to  its  final  cessation,  that 
women  have  a  homely  phrase,  the  "  dodging  time,"  hy  which  they 
designate  the  period  of  its  occurrence.  I  have  already  told  you 
how  in  the  former  case  you  must  w^atch  over  the  function,  and 
endeavor  to  bring  on  by  degrees  its  regular  performance.  .  In  the 
latter,  you  must  confine  your  attention  to  the  general  health,  with- 
out endeavoring  to  re-excite  the  activity  of  organs  which  are  thus 
giving  evidence  of  their  waning  powers. 

The  irregular  menstruation  in  the  above  case  is  almost  a  physio- 
logical occurrence ;  its  suppression,  in  other  circumstances,  may 
be  due  to  a  great  variety  of  causes ;  it  may  be  owing  to  pregnancy 
— to  pregnancy  unsus[)cctcd  by  the  person  who  seeks  your  advice. 
I  refer  to  this  cliiefly  in  order  to  remind  you  that  in  every  case  of 
causeless  suppression  of  the  menses,  just  as  in  every  case  of  ab- 
dominal tumor  in  women,  you  must  bear  in  mind  the  possibility  of 

"Wbitehend's  Ti-cnt'ise  on  Sterilify  and  AhoTtion,  &c.,  8vo.,  Lnnddii,  IS  17.  y.  1  "lO  ; 
and  in  Dr.  Tilt's  work  on  tiio  Discuses  of  [Vo7>ien,  Svo.,  '_M  nl  ,  JjhihIom,  1S.')I>,  i)p. 
44  and  40.  My  own  olisorviiticms  on  the  subject  curri's|ioii(l  with  tlicse  in  -sliowing 
tin;  diH<T(!nct'S  to  b(!  very  wide  indexed  in  tliis  rosjiect  bftwci-n  ilitlcriMit  luul  iippar- 
ently  oqually  lu-allhy  women.  In  my  ca^cs  the  ai-'c  at  cessation  oi'tlio  menses  varied 
from  tw(!nty-six  years  in  one  instance,  and  tliirty-ono  in  another,  to  fli'ty-eii^iit  in 
the  instance  in  wiiieli  it  continued  loni;est,  wliiic  the  actual  duratinn  of  tlie  I'line- 
tion  was  only  ei^^ht  ^'i-ars  in  om;  pcrscju,  and  extended  to  thirty-eight  in  another, 
in  whom  it  la>ted  I'wr  the  longest  tin)e. 
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pregnancy.  I  cTo  not  mean  by  this  that  you  are  to  doubt  every 
woman's  word,  or  to  question  every  woman's  chastity,  even  in 
thought,  but  that,  bearing  in  mind  how  little  you  can  know  of 
the  intimate  history  of  many  of  your  patients,  jou.  must  not  allow 
your  respect  as  men,  your  gallantry  as  gentlemen,  to  make  you 
quite  lose  sight  of  what  may  much  import  you  as  physicians. 

Independently  of  pregnancy,  however,  mere  sexual  intercourse 
not  infrequently  arrests  menstruation  for  a  time,  so  that  in  recently 
married  women,  the  existence  of  pregnancy  is  sometimes  suspected 
for  two  or  three  months,  till,  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  hopes  are 
dissipated  by  the  unwelcome  return  of  the  menstrual  discharge. 
Habitual  sexual  excesses,  though  they  sometimes  have  an  opposite 
eii'ect,  and  induce  menorrhagia,  yet,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
suppress  menstruation  altogether,  or  render  its  return  irregular, 
and  the  quantity  of  discharge  small. ^ 

Any  sudden  shock,  either  acting  locally  on  the  uterine  organs, 
as  the  application  of  cold  to  the  vulva,  or  through  the  medium 
of  the  general  system,  as  when  a  person  gets  wet-footed,  or  suffers 
during  menstruation  from  exposure  to  wet  or  cold,  will  often 
check  the  menstrual  flux.  In  many  of  these  cases,  too,  the  sudden 
arrest  of  the  discharge  is  followed  by  extreme  uterine  pain  and 
tenderness,  by  all  the  symptoms  of  intense  uterine  congestion, 
sometimes,  indeed,  by  actual  uterine  inflammation.  The  mind, 
too,  reacts  upon  the  body,  as  we  see  perpetually  illustrated  in  the 
case  even  of  those  functions  that  might  be  supposed  most  inde- 
pendent of  its  influence,  and  many  instances  might  be  related 
of  sudden  grief,  or  fear,  or  anger,  at  once  arresting  the  menstrual 
discharge. 

But  various  though  its  causes  may  be,  yet  the  treatment  of 
suppression  of  the  menses  rests  for  the  most  part  on  very  simple 
principles,  and  those  the  same  in  almost  all  instances.  Two 
points  require  attention :  first,  to  re-excite  menstruation  at  once, 
if  possible ;  second,  to  provide  for  its  re-establishment  when  the 
proper  period  once  more  comes  round.  If  the  hot  hip-bath,  or  a 
warm  bath,  bed,  and  a  cordial  or  diaphoretic,  fail  to  reproduce  the 
menses  when  suddenly  checked  by  cold,  or  by  anj^  other  cause, 
we  must  wait  patiently  till  the  next  menstrual  period  comes  round, 
unless  indeed  urgent  symptoms  supervene,  betokening  great  con- 
gestion or  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  and  they  may  require  free 
local  depletion,  or  even  venesection,  and  other  active  measures  to 
arrest  their  progress. 

"With  the  return  of  the  ensuing  menstrual  period,  the  greatest 
care  must  be  taken  to  secure  the  proper  performance  of  the  func- 
tion, by  the  use  of  all  those  means  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last 
lecture,  when  speaking  of  amenorrhcea.  The  importance  of  doing 
this  cannot  be  overrated,  since  many  cases-of  habitual  dysmenor- 
rhcea,  due  probably  to  a  state  of  chronic  irritation  or  inflammation 

1  See  on  this  subject  the  remarks  of  M.  Farent-Duchatelet,— i?e  la  Prostitution 
dans  la  ViLle  de  Paris,  vol.  i,  p.  2'28. 
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of  the  ovaries,  date  back  to  some  accidental  stippression  of  the 
menses ;  and  the  suffering  has  been  confirmed  by  want  of  due 
care  at  the  return  of  the  next  few  periods. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  plan  to  occupy  your  time  with  passing 
minutely  over  ground  already  often  trod  before;  and,  therefore,  in 
considering  the  different  disorders  of  the  menstrual  function,  I 
shall  content  myself  with  pointing  out  to  you  the  grand  principles 
by  which  your  management  of  them  must  be  regulated,  rather 
than  attempt  to  enter  into  detail  concerning  any. 

This  being  so,  we  may  now  pass  from  the  consideration  of  cases 
in  which  the  menses  have  been  scanty,  or  suppressed,  or  have  failed 
to  appear  in  due  time,  to  the  study  of  disorders  of  the  menstrual 
function  of  an  exactly  opposite  character, — to  cases  of  what  is 
termed  menorrhagia^  or  excessive  menstruation. 

This  excess  of  menstruation  may  show  itself  either  in  the  great 
profuseness  of  the  flow,  or  in  its  long  duration,  or  in  its  frequent 
return.  It  is,  as  you  will  find  hereafter,  by  no  means  a  matter  of 
indifference,  in  which  of  these  respects  the  excessive  menstruation 
first  or  chiefly  shows  itself,  since  from  these  variations  important 
conclusions  may  often  be  drawn,  both  as  to  the  cause  of  the  ail- 
ment and  its  means  of  cure.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  menstruation  seldom  continues  long  to  be  excessive  in  one 
respect  alone ;  but  if  the  menorrhagia  be  not  speedily  checked, 
the  patient  will  menstruate  not  only  in  greater  quantity,  but  for  a 
longer  time,  and  at  shorter  intervals  than  natural. 

Divisions  and  subdivisions  of  menorrhagia  into  many  different 
kinds,  have  been  needlessl}'  multiplied.  The  only  classification 
that  seems  to  me  of  real  practical  utility,  is  that  which  recognizes 
two  forms,  depending,  either — 

1st,  On  some  cause  seated  in  the  constitution  generally. 

2d,  On  some  affection  of  the  sexual  system. 

This  distinction  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  practice,  though 
we  may  seldom  meet  with  instances  in  which  the  actual  line  of 
demarcation  is  drawn  with  the  same  precision  as  we  attempt  to 
observe  in  our  nosologies. 

One  caution  is,  perhaps,  worth  giving,  before  I  say  anytliing  more 
about  menorrhagia.  It  is,  that  every  excessive  hemorrhage  from 
the  unimpregnated  utei'us,  during  the  years  of  sexual  activity,  is 
not  necessarily  menorrhagia.  AVonien  themselves  are  apt  so  to 
regard  all  losses  of  blood  during  that  period  of  their  life,  and  practi- 
tioners are  too  often  guilty  of  the  same  oversight.  Menorrhagia 
is  an  excess  of  menstrual  discharge,  an  over  abundant  hemorrhage, 
the  cause  of  which,  in  the  iirst  instance,  is  that  congestion  of  the 
sexual  organs  which  attends  the  maturation  and  es(;aj)e(>f  an  ovule 
i'rom  the  ovary.  As  1  mentioned  yesterday,  outl)urs(s  of  bleeding 
may  take  place  from  the  womb  in  some  cases  where  the  menses 
liave  been  long  suppressed,  affording  relief  to  the  system,  or  even, 
];y  their  excess,  jeoi»ardizing  tho  patient's  well-l)eing,  and  this  with 
no  more  n-al  rercr(!nco  to  tlu;  function  of  which  menstruation  is 
the  sign,  than  exists  in  :i  case  of  jicinorrhngc  from  (he  bowels,  or 
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of  bleeding  from  hemorrhoids.  In  the  same  way,  too,  a  patient 
may  bleed  to  death  from  a  cancer  of  the  womb,  or  from  a  polypus, 
or  from  a  fibrous  tumor  of  that  organ,  and  yet  such  hemorrhage 
may  be  no  real  menorrhagia. 

In  this  case,  again,  the  distinction  cannot  always  be  drawn,  for 
the  incipient  uterine  disease  may  at  first  have  betrayed  its  exist- 
ence by  the  excessive  congestion  of  the  sexual  system,  and  con- 
sequent abundant  discharge  of  blood  at  a  menstrual  period,  but, 
with  the  advance  of  the  mischief,  bleeding  may  take  place  at  any 
time,  and  independent  of  any  special  occasion  of  uterine  excite- 
ment. I  need  not  say  that  a  distinction  does  not  cease  to  be  use- 
ful because  it  is  not  always  practicable  to  make  it. 

But  to  return,^  meoiorrJiagiawas  stated  to  depend  in  some  instances 
on  causes  acting  through  the  medium  of  the  general  system.  Thus, 
for  instance,  some  years  ago  1  saw  a  widow  lady  of  about  forty 
years  of  age,  whose  time  was  divided  between  a  sojourn  in  this 
country  for  two  or  three  months  at  a  time  and  a  residence  during 
the  other  part  of  the  year  in  a  somewhat  damp  situation  in  Ireland. 
Menstruation  was  always  regular  in  the  time  of  its  recurrence  and 
natural  in  quantity  during  her  stay  in  this  country,  but  for  some 
two  or  three  years  her  return  to  Ireland  had  been  followed  by  an 
excessively  profuse  discharge  at  each  menstrual  period,  and  by  its 
continuance  for  more  than  twice  as  long  as  usual ;  symptoms  which 
subsided  once  more  after  a  few  weeks'  stay  in  England.  How  the 
change  of  climate  acted  in  this  case  it  is  not  possible  to  say,  though 
illustrations  of  a  somewhat  similar  influence  of  locality  in  modi- 
fying the  uterine  functions  are  far  from  unusual. 

Cases  are  sometimes  met  with  in  which  an  altered  state  of  the 
circulating  fluid,  such  as  even  our  rough  chemistry  can  detect,  co- 
exists with  and  appears  to  be  the  exciting  cause  of  menorrhagia. 
In  cases  of  granular  degeneration  of  the  kidneys,  menorrhagia  is 
far  from  being  of  uncommon  occurrence.    The  altered,  attenuated 

1  Premature  menstruation,  menstruatio  prcecox,  lias  been  classed  by  some  writers 
as  a  form  of  menorrhagia.  I  have  preferred,  however,  passing  over  the  subject, 
since  cases  of  precocious  puberty  in  either  sex  concern  the  physiologist  rather  than 
the  physician.  Two  remarks  only  suggest  themselves  as  in  place  here.  First,  that 
those  instances  in  which  the  sexual  system  has  been  stimulated  to  premature  ac- 
tivity by  various  injurious  influences  both  phj'sical  and  moral,  are  not  genuine  cases 
of  precocious  puberty;  and  second,  that  neither  are  all  cases  to  be  so  regarded  in 
which  once,  or  oftener,  sanguineous  discharges  have  taken  place  from  the  sexual 
organs  of  infants  and  very  young  female  children. 

Cases  of  genuine  precocious  puberty,  in  which  the  whole  body  has  undergone  in 
early  childhood  the  various  changes  that  usuallj^  take  place  in  later  years,  and  an- 
nounce the  arrival  of  womanhood,  are  far  less  common  than  the  numerous  refer- 
ences to  be  found  to  their  occurrence  in  medical  works  would  -at  first  lead  one  to 
imagine.  A  very  sound  criticism  on  many  of  the  earlier  cases  is  to  be  found  in 
Naegele,  Ahhandlungen,  ^-c,  aus  dem  Gebiete  der  Kran'kh.p.iten  des  weiblichen  Gesch- 
lechtes,  8vo.,  Mainz,  1812,  pp.  312-328.  Numerous  references,  though  some  of  them 
are  of  doubtful  authenticity,  are  to  be  found  in  Meissner,  Fimuenkrankheiten ,  vol. 
ii,  8vo.,  Leipsig,  1845,  p.  723-739;  and  in  Busch,  Das  Gefichlechtslehen  des  Weibes, 
vol.  iv,  8vo.,  Leipsig,  1843,  ^  243,  pp.  459-465;  and,  lastly,  an  interesting  case, 
with  very  sensible  remarks  on  many  previous  histories  of  cases  of  premature  men- 
struation, will  be  found  in  a  small  tract  of  47  pages,  by  Dr.  Reuter,  Ueber  die  Prce- 
cocitdt  der  Menstruation,  Svc,  Wiesbaden,  1846. 
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blood  seems  to  escape  more  readily  than  natural  from  tlie  uterine 
vessels  when  they  are  congested  at  the  return  of  a  menstrual  period ; 
and  three  or  four  cases  of  supposed  disease  of  the  womb  have  come 
under  my  notice,  in  which  the  most  careful  examination  could 
detect  no  local  cause  for  the  profuse  menstruation,  but  in  which 
the  urine  was  discovered  to  be  loaded  with  albumen.  The  hint 
which  this  fact  suggests  as  to  the  expediency  of  examining  the 
urine,  even  though  no  symptoms  should  seem  to  point  to  the  ex- 
istence of  renal  disease,  is  worth  remembering,  and  the  test-tube 
will  sometimes  help  to  clear  up  an  obscure  case  of  supposed  uter- 
ine ailment.  You  are  not  to  be  specialists,  even  though  chance 
should  lead  you  to  have  most  to  do  with  one  special  class  of  ail- 
ments, but  you  are  to  be  physicians,  and  in  proportion  as  you  learn 
to  estimate  aright  the  influence  of  the  disorders  of  one  part  on  the 
functions  of  another,  will  you  be  likely  to  prove  good  and  suc- 
cessful practitioners  in  the  treatment  even  of  local  diseases. 

Somewhat  similar  in  their  nature  are  those  cases  of  menorrhagia 
met  with  most  frequentl}^  towards  the  decline  of  sexual  activity, 
in  which,  with  general  disposition  to  plethora  of  the  abdominal 
vessels,  a  sluggish  liver,  and  constipated  bowels,  menstruation  is 
sometimes  irregular  in  its  occurrence,  often  anticipates  the  proper 
date  of  its  return,  and  is  often  excessive  in  its  quantity.  Such 
hemorrhages  are  not  of  necessity  menstrual,  though  they  usually 
take  place  at  or  near  a  menstrual  period,  the  congestion  of  the 
womb  which  then  exists  favoring  the  occurrence  of  profuse  bleed- 
ing at  that  time  from  the  uterus  rather  than  from  any  other  organ. 

A  tendency  to  hemorrhage  is  a  frequent  attendant  on  many 
conditions  of  debility,  and  we  look,  probably  with  propriety,  on 
some  change  and  deterioration  in  the  circulating  fluid  as  account- 
ing both  for  the  general  feebleness,  and  for  the  local  accident.  In 
women  whose  strength  has  been  exhausted,  or  whose  blood  has 
been  impoverished  by  prolonged  lactation,  the  reappearance  of  the 
menses  often  takes  place  with  an  undue  abundance  of  discharge, 
often  in  such  quantity  as  to  constitute  real  menorrhagia ;  while 
in  many  instances  the  long  duration  of  the  hemorrhage  is  at  least 
as  trying  to  the  patient  as  the  profuseness  with  which  it  flows. 
Here  then  is  another  illustration  of  menorrhagia  from  constitu- 
tional causes. 

These  cases,  indeed,  arc  so  frequent  in  their  occurrence,  and 
often  cause  so  much  anxiety,  as  to  claim  a  moment's  special  no- 
tice. A  woman  who  has  reached  the  period  at  wliich  menstrua- 
tion commonly  ceases,  finds  that,  independent  of  any  cause  to 
which  to  attribute  it,  the  flow  becomes  far  more  profuse  than  was 
its  wont.  It  lasts  longer,  is  more  abundant  during  its  flow,  and  often 
retui-ns  more  frequently  thnn  boCore  ;  but  it  is  unattended  by  pain, 
and  is  not  succeeded  by  purulent  or  mucous  leucorrhd'a,  tliougli  a 
sero-sanguineous  discharge  not  infre(iuently  continues  in  the  in- 
tervals of  menstruation,  or  is  induced  by  very  slight  exertion.  The 
absence  of  all  local  discomfort  often  leads  the  patient  to  postpone 
any  treatment  for  months,  under  the  impression  that  the  ailment 
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will  soon  disappear  with  the  spontaneous  cessation  of  menstrna- 
tion,  until  at  length  the  daily  increasing  weakness,  the  dyspncea 
on  slight  exertion,  the  swollen  ankles  and  impaired  digestion,  urge 
her  to  seek  relief  from  symptoms  which  even  then  she  scarcely 
connects  with  the  perpetually-recurring  bleeding.  Such  patients 
come  to  the  out-patient  rooms  of  hospitals,  or  even  present  them- 
selves in  the  consulting-room  of  the  practitioner,  after  long  delays, 
with  the  worn  aspect,  the  pale  and  sallow  countenance  which  at 
once  raise  the  suspicion  that  they  are  suffering  from  malignant 
disease.  This  suspicion,  too,  is  not  infrequently  strengthened  by 
the  statement  that  the  discharge  is  occasionally  foetid — a  condition 
by  no  means  unusual  in  cases  of  long-continued  hemorrhage,  if  the 
blood  is  not  washed  away  from  the  vagina  by  daily  syringing.  In 
every  instance  of  the  causeless  occurrence  of  menorrhagia  in  ad- 
vancing life,  the  probable  existence  of  cancer  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  since  to  that,  or  to  the  presence  of  small  fibrous  tumors 
or  polypi,  the  hemorrhage  is  often  due.  In  these  special  cases, 
however,  no  uterine  disease  exists,  though  sometimes,  from  the 
perpetual  afflux  of  blood  towards  it,  the  womb  is  increased  in  size. 
Often  the  organ  is  no  larger  than  natural;  it  is  not  hard,  nor  in  any 
respect  unhealthy,  and  one  feels  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  grave 
functional  disorder  with  such  complete  absence  of  local  mischief. 

But  though  in  cases  such  as  these  the  sexual  system  is  not  the 
part  first  in  fault,  yet  no  serious  disorder  of  its  functions  can  take 
place,  still  less  can  recur  frequently,  without  being  accompanied 
by  some  sign  of  uterine  ailment.  A  sense  of  weight  in  the  pelvis, 
a  feeling  of  bearing  down  and  sympathetic  pains  in  the  back,  tell 
that  the  uterus  is  heavier  than  natural,  and  that  its  vessels,  from 
habitual  congestion,  are  overloaded  with  blood  ;  while  the  mucous 
discharge  which  persists  in  the  intervals  between  the  menstrual 
periods  is  but  the  eftect  of  the  same  condition,  wliich,  increased  at 
the  time  of  each  ovarian  excitement,  gives  rise  then  to  the  profuse 
outflow  of  blood.  Moreover,  since  the  menstrual  efibrt  returns 
every  twenty-eight  days,  the  congested  womb  has  not  time  to  re- 
cover itself  between  each  period.  The  blood  has  scarcely  ceased  to 
flow  before  it  is  again  determined  to  the  organ  by  a  renewed 
ovarian  excitement;  and,  its  tissue  being  looser,  its  vessels  more 
dilated  on  each  succeeding  occasion,  allow  more  and  more  readily 
of  the  escape  of  blood,  till  at  length  no  interval  is  left  at  all,  but 
the  flow  goes  on  constantly,  and  menstruation  is  marked  only  by 
a  larger  hemorrhage  than  takes  place  at  other  times.  The  influ- 
ence of  habit,  too,  to  which  I  referred  when  speaking  of  amenor- 
rhoea,  is  not  less  marked  in  cases  of  menorrhagia,  tending  to 
perpetuate  the  evil,  and  to  render  its  removal  difficult,  long  after 
the  cause  to  which  it  was  originally  due  has  ceased  to  be  in  action. 

Some  inferences  applicable  to  practice  may  be  deduced  from 
what  has  already  been  said. 

1st.  The  importance  of  determining  whether  the  cause  of  the 
menorrhagia  is  to  be  sought  in  the  state  of  the  general  system  or 
of  the  sexual  organs. 
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2d.  The  necessity  of  bearing  in  mind  that  even  wlien  the  ail- 
ment depends  on  a  constitntional  cause,  it  will  yet  be  attended  by 
certain  local  symptoms ;  and  further,  that  the  latter  may  persist 
long  after  the  removal  of  the  former. 

ScZ.  It  follows  as  a  corollary  from  the  two  preceding  statements, 
that  it  is  essential  in  every  case  of  long-continued  menorrhagia  to 
determine  by  careful  examination  the  presence  or  absence  of  local 
disease  ;  and  this  the  rather  since  the  early  stages  of  organic  uter- 
ine affections  are  not  only  often  accompanied  by  menorrhagia,  but 
also  are  often  unattended  by  any  other  symptom. 

But  there  is  a  second  class  of  cases  in  which  menorrhagia  occurs 
as  the  result  of  some  cause  acting  directly  on  the  sexual  system.  "We 
meet  sometimes  with  instances  of  what  seems  like  a  special  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  sexual  system,  in  which  any  sudden  excitement, 
even  though  unconnected  with  the  sexual  functions,  is  followed 
by  hemorrhage  lasting  perhaps  only  for  a  few  hours,  or  for  a  day, 
but  sometimes  continuing  longer,  and  even  passing  into  regular 
menorrhagia ;  while  in  all  patients  who  are  liable  to  this  accident, 
menstruation  is  almost  invariably  profuse.  A  similar  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  causes  acting  directly  on  the  sexual  system ;  and  hence, 
while  in  some  cases  we  find  the  unaccustomed  stimulus  of  sexual 
intercourse  lead  to  suppression  of  the  menses,  we  also  observe  it 
in  other  instances  followed  by  their  excess.  Menstruation  in  these 
cases  generally  continues  to  observe  its  proper  periods  of  return, 
but  lasts  on  each  occasion  much  longer  than  natural ;  while  absti- 
nence from  intercourse  for  a  season,  and  moderate  use  of  it  after- 
wards, are  almost  always  followed  by  the  menstruation  resuming 
its  natural  character.  More  diflicult  of  cure,  however,  are  those 
cases  in  which,  from  some  cause  or  other,  the  marriage  is  sterile, 
and  especially  those  in  which,  from  disparity  of  years,  or  from 
constitutional  feebleness  on  the  husband's  part,  the  act  is  but  im- 
perfectly accomplished.  In  these  circumstances  a  sort  of  chronic 
ovarian  irritation  and  chronic  congestion  of  the  womb  are  kept 
up,  which  lead  to  a  degree  of  hypertrophy  of  the  uterine  sub- 
stance, and  to  profuse  bleeding  from  its  lining  membrane.  Men- 
orrhagia, too,  not  seldom  occurs  in  prostitutes  from  the  constant 
over-excitement  of  their  sexual  organs,  and  its  cure  is  almost  im- 
possible by  any  means  short  of  the  complete  abandonment  of  their 
habits. 

The  local  causes,  however,  which  may  give  rise  to  menorrhagia 
are  manifold.  Whatever  produces  undue  ovarian  excitement, 
whatever  causes  undue  uterine  congestion,  is  likely  to  occasion  it, 
while  any  circumstance  that  renders  the  womb  larger,  its  texture 
looser,  its  vessels  of  greater  size  than  usual,  by  just  so  much  facili- 
tates its  occurrence.  Premature  exertion  after  deliver}-  is  otton 
followed  by  hemorrhage.  If  tins  hemorrhage  is  not  s])oedily 
checked  by  treatment,  and  its  return  guarded  against  by  watchful 
care,  it  soon  assumes  the  menstrual  type,  and  soon  also  becomes 
excessive  in  quantity,  from  the  very  circumstance  that  it  takes 
place  from  an  organ   in  \\liic'h  the  processes  of  inN()lnti«)n  are  as 
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yet  incomplete,  and  whose  vascular  supply  is  much  more  abundant 
than  it  would  be  if  menstruation  were  delayed  till  the  lapse  of  the 
ordinary  period  after  delivery.  From  a  similar  cause  the  founda- 
tion of  menorrhagia  is  often  laid  in  a  want  of  due  care  at  the  time 
of  the  first  appearance  of  the  menses  after  a  miscarriage  ;  an  occa- 
sion, by-the-bye,  on  which  you  should  not  fail  to  impress  on  jour 
patient  the  need  for  what  may  seem  to  be  almost  exaggerated  pre- 
caution. This  condition  of  the  womb,  too,  sometimes  persists  for 
long  periods  after  the  delivery  or  the  miscarriage  to  which  it  was 
originally  due ;  or  in  weakly  persons  exists  even  independent  of 
any  appreciable  cause,  and  this  to  so  great  an  extent  that  the 
uterine  sound  may  sometimes  discover  the  length  of  the  uterine 
cavity  to  vary  as  much  as  half  an  inch  within  the  course  of  a  single 
week.  This  state  of  relaxation  of  the  tissue  of  the  womb  likewise 
coexists  very  frequently  with  a  granular,  abraded,  or  ulcerated 
condition  of  the  ps  uteri ;  local  afiections  which,  slight  though 
they  may  seem,  yet  help  to  keep  up  an  habitual  congestion  of  the 
womb,  and  thus  furnish  an  ever  present  occasion  of  menorrhagia. 
Other  causes  still  might  be  enumerated  as  giving  rise  to  exces- 
sive menstruation,  such  as  blows  or  other  injuries  inflicted  on  the 
uterus  during  a  menstrual  period.  Misplacements  of  the  uterus, 
as  retroflexion  or  anteflexion,  are  often  associated  with  it,  and 
various  organic  diseases,  as  polypus,  fibrous  tumor,  or  cancer, 
which  eventually  produce  constant  hemorrhages,  at  first  manifest 
their  existence  in  many  cases  by  an  increased  flow  of  blood  at  the 
ordinary  menstrual  period.  Inflammation  of  the  uterus,  especially, 
I  believe,  of  its  lining  membrane,  has  this  eflect  in  very  many  in- 
stances, and  not  only  produces  it  on  a  single  occasion,  but  gives 
rise  to  a  state  in  which  menorrhagia  often  becomes  habitual.  It 
has  also  been  alleged^  that  many  cases  of  obstinate  menorrhagia 
are  dependent  on  a  morbid  state  of  the  uterine  lining  membrane, 
in  which  it  becomes  the  seat  of  minute  polypoid  granulations, 
whose  removal,  by  scraping  away  the  membrane  itself,  is  essential 
to  the  patient's  cure.  There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  but  that 
th-e  frequency  of  these  granulations  has  been  greatly  overrated ; 
their  existence  is  not  referred  to  by  Pichard  in  his  table  of  ex- 
aminations of  800  uteri  f  Rokitansky  does  not  allude  to  them ; 
and  they  did  not  come  under  my  notice  in  any  one  of  seventy 
uteri  which  I  examined  carefully  some  years  since  at  St.  Barthol- 
omew^'s  Hospital.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  of  their  occasional 
existence,  or  of  their  identity  in  structure  with  the  uterine  mucous 
membrane  itself,^  though,  while  they  have  been  found  in  the  uteri 

1  First  described  by  M.  Edcamier  in  the  Journal  de  Chirurgie  for  1843.  M.  Nonat, 
who  embraces  M.  Eecamier's  opinions,  and  adopts  his  practice,  gives  a  sketch  of 
the  literature  of  the  subject  at  p.  193  of  his  TraUe  des  Maladies  de  VUterus,  8vo., 
Paris,  1860. 

2  Appended  to  his  book,  Des  abus  de  la  caitterisation^  etc.,  dans  les  maladies  de  la 
matrice,  Paris,  8vo.,  1846. 

8  See  the  account  of  their  microscopic  structure  by  M.  Kobin,  in  the  Archives  de 
Medecine,  1847,  vol.  svii,  p.  411. 
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of  women  \Yho  had  never  suffered  from  any  form  of  hemorrliage, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  they  have  any  necessary  con- 
neotion  with  the  occurrence  of  menorrhagia,  or  that  menorrhagia, 
when  associated  with  them  is  distinguishable  hy  any  peculiar 
symptoms.  The  supposition  that  it  is  possible  to  distinguish  them 
by  exploring  the  uterine  cavity  with  the  curette  is  ridiculed,  fairly 
enough,  by  M.  Aran,^  who  criticizes  the  hazardous  proceedings 
which  their  presence  has  been  supposed  to  justify,  and  on  account 
of  which  I  make  this  reference  to  a  pathological  condition  in  it- 
self of  no  great  importance. 

Lastly,  various  affections  of  the  ovaries  are  attended  by  the 
same  result;  and  misplacement  of  those  organs,  their  inflamma- 
tion, and  more  rarely  their  degeneration,  may  be  characterized  by 
abundant  and  over-frequent  menstruation.  Each  of  these  causes 
of  menorrhagia,  however,  as  well  as  all  the  different  affections  of 
the  uterus  itself,  must  engage  our  attention  at  a  future  day,  and 
may  therefore  be  passed  over  now  without  further  notice. 

In  entering  on  the  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  menorrha- 
gia, it  is  almost  superfluous  to  observe  that  this  can  be  by  no 
means  uniform,  but  must  differ  almost  as  widely  as  the  various 
causes  to  which  the  excessive  loss  of  blood  is  due. 

In  every  instance,  however,  we  have  to  fulfil  two  indications,  of 
which  sometimes  the  one,  sometimes  the  other  is  the  more  urgent; 
namely,  to  arrest  the  present  hemorrhage,  and  to  remove  the 
cause  on  which  it  depends.  The  principle  which  must  guide  us 
in  endeavoring  to  accomplish  the  latter  are  too  obvious  to  need 
more  than  the  very  briefest  reference.  In  those  patients,  for  in- 
stance, in  whom  the  menorrhagia  is  but  a  sign  and  a  consequence 
of  general  debility,  the  tonic  remedies  and  ferruginous  prepara- 
tions which  tend  to  invigorate  the  health  and  to  improve  the  com- 
position of  the  blood,  will  of  themselves  have  a  most  powerful 
influence  in  checking  the  excessive  discharge  at  the  men-strual 
period.  In  some  of  these  cases,  too,  the  menstruation  is  excessive 
relatively  to  the  patient's  strength,  rather  than  absolutely,  com- 
pared with  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  by  women  in  general  at  a 
menstrual  period.  This  is  so  not  infrequently  with  women  in 
whom  menstruation  appears  during  suckling;  and  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  usually  suffices  to  wean  the  child,  and  to  give  some 
simple  tonic,  in  order  to  effect  the  patient's  cure.  Less  amenable 
to  treatment,  of  course,  are  those  cases  in  which  the  alteration  in 
the  circulating  fluid  depends  on  some  deep-seated  cause,  sucb,  for 
instance,  as  exists  in  cases  of  granular  degeneration  of  the  kid- 
ney;  though  in  such  it  is  at  once  obvious  that  our  attention  must 

1  In  his  Lftc/ms  mir  Ip,h  Mal/idies  de  I'  Uterus,  8vo.,  Paris,  IB'xS,  ]i.  475.  _  "  ■^Yllat  I" 
says  he,  "do  they  seriously  profess  to  be  able  to  (listiii,<;-uish  l)y  means  of  tlieeuretto 
— that  is  to  say,  at  the  end  of  a  stcim  a  foot  in  len.;;tii— tiiesii  funi;-osities  wliich 
mousure  in  every  direction  three  or  four  iniilimctcrs,  and  wiiich  scareely  jinijcct 
one  or  two  iniliinu'ters  ])eyon(l  the,  surface  of  tlu;  niueous  ni(')nl)fanc  ;  and  Ibis, 
too,  in  s|)it(!  of  their  extrc^int;  softness,  and  "f  their  continuity,  without  any  dlNtinct 
lino  of  dunmrcution  with  the  iiealthy  mucous  membrane  V" 
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be  directed  chiefly  to  something  more  than  the  mere  suppression 
of  the  present  hemorrhage. 

Again,  the  excessive  hemorrhage  that  occurs  in  connection  with 
a  state  of  general  plethora  of  the  abdominal  vessels,  showing  it- 
self in  a  disposition  to  hemorrhoids,  a  sluggish  action  of  the  liver, 
and  a  constipated  state  of  the  bowels  (a  condition  most  frequent 
towards  the  decline  of  the  sexual  powers),  admits  less  of  remedies 
immediately  addressed  to  the  suppression  of  the  bleeding  than  of 
attempts  to  remove  it  by  indirect  means.  These  are  the  cases  in 
which  a  carefully  regulated  diet,  wdience  all  stimulants  should  be 
banished,  great  attention  to  the  bow^els,  with  the  habitual  employ- 
ment of  small  doses  of  saline  aperients,  such  as  the  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  the  potassio-tartrate  of  soda,  or  some  of  the  aperient 
mineral  waters,  as  the  Pullna  water,  for  instance,  continued  for 
weeks  together,  will  seldom  fail  to  be  successful.  In  such  cases, 
too,  as  well  as  in  those  of  younger  women,  in  whom,  with  a  gen- 
eral state  of  plethora,  and  rather  sluggish  condition  of  the  bowels, 
the  menses  are  with  every  month  becoming  more  and  more  pro- 
fuse, an  active  aperient  taken  the  day  before  their  expected  occur- 
rence often  has  a  most  remarkable  influence  in  restraining  the  ex- 
cessive hemorrhage. 

But  there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  sexual  organs  themselves 
either  are  the  immediate  cause  of  the  menorrhagia,  or  in  which 
changes  that  they  have  undergone  tend  in  great  measure  to  per- 
petuate or  to  aggravate  it.  In  all  the  more  important  forms  of 
uterine  or  ovarian  disease,  the  menorrhagia  is  but  one  out  of  several 
symptoms,  each  of  which  may  claim  our  attention  and  necessitate 
our  interference.  Here,  then,  the  empirical  recourse  to  measures 
for  checking  the  hemorrhage  may  be  either  out  of  place  or  use- 
less; and  just  as  the  peculiar  state  of  the  constitution  calls  for 
consideration  in  some  cases,  so  the  precise  character  of  the  local 
ailment  requires  investigation  in  others. 

Not  to  enter,  however,  into  details  which  would  occupy  much 
time  now,  and  must  yet  of  necessity  be  incomplete,  I  will  endea- 
vor to  furnish  you  with  some  general  rules  applicable  to  cases  of 
menorrhagia  in  general,  and  then  to  give  you  special  directions 
for  the  management  of  those  in  which  the  amount  of  the  bleeding, 
or  its  persistence,  or  the  state  of  the  patient's  health,  requires  that 
decided  measures  should  be  adopted  for  its  suppression. 

Under  all  varieties  of  condition,  there  are  certain  precautions 
which  the  known  liability  of  any  woman  to  menorrhagia  should 
lead  her  to  adopt  with  the  return  of  each  menstrual  period.  First 
among  the  rules  may  be  mentioned  the  strict  observance  of  the 
horizontal  posture,  from  the  commencement  of  the  discharge,  and 
the  maintenance  of  it  till  the  discharge  ceases.  If  with  this  be 
associated  due  care  that  the  bowels  are  not  constipated,  and  the 
pelvic  viscera  consequently  not  congested  at  the  onset  of  the  period, 
it  is  surprising  how  many  cases  of  obstinate  menorrhagia  will  be 
relieved  in  a  very  short  time,  and  the  hemorrhage  restrained  within 
proper  limits,  and  this  even  though  all  kinds  of  remedies  had  pre- 
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viously  been  long  and  fruitlessly  employed.  To  secure  this  benefit, 
however,  it  is  necessary  that  the  precaution  be  repeated  for  two  or 
three  successive  periods,  and  that  afterwards  a  much  greater  degree 
of  care  should  be  taken  at  the  return  of  each  menstruation  than 
many  W'Omen  are  ready  to  observe. 

But  while  these  precautionary  measures  are  alike  applicable  to 
all  forms  of  menorrhagia,  the  management  of  the  case  in  other 
respects  dififers  completely,  according  to  whether  the  hemorrhage 
assumes  an  active  or  a  passive  character.  In  the  latter  case,  we 
employ  astringent  remedies  both  generally  and  locally,  and  this 
with  a  confident  expectation  of  success ;  in  the  former,  astringents 
would  be  out  of  place,  and  we  rely  on  antiphlogistic  measures,  of 
greater  or  less  activity,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms. 

There  is  one  variety  of  excessive  menstruation,  dependent  on  a 
state  of  intense  uterine  congestion,  if  not  on  actual  inflammation 
of  the  womb,  in  wdiich  the  profuse  loss  of  blood  is  associated  with 
general  febrile  disturbance  of  the  system,  with  a  very  distressing 
sense  of  weight  and  bearing  down,  great  abdominal  and  uterine 
tenderness,  together  wnth  pains  of  a  periodical  character,  like  those 
of  threatening  miscarriage,  or  of  the  earl}^  stage  of  labor.  These 
symptoms,  to  which  the  name  of  metritis  hemorrhagica  has  been 
•applied  by  some  continental  writers,  require  both  for  their  relief, 
as  well  as  for  the  suppression  of  the  hemorrhage,  the  abstraction 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  or  the  free  application  of  leeches  over  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  measures  which  are  most  efficacious 
if  taken  just  before  the  occurrence  of  a  menstrual  period,  or  within 
the  first  day  or  two  from  the  commencement  of  the  discharge. 
But  there  are  besides,  other  cases,  in  which,  though  the  sjmiptoms 
are  less  urgent,  jet  any  attempt  directly  to  stop  the  discharge 
would  be  equally  unsuitable.  Such  are  all  those  instances  of 
menorrhagia  that  are  associated  wnth  a  state  of  general  plethora, 
wdiere  a  flushed  face,  and  a  full  pulse,  and  an  aching  head,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  period,  become  by  degrees  relieved  as  the 
blood  flows,  and  where  the  hemorrhage  seems  to  be  almost  salu- 
tary, were  it  not  that  it  tends  to  become  excessive,  and  tends  also 
to  become  habitual,  persisting  long  after  the  cause  which  first 
occasioned  it  has  ceased.  In  these  cases  a  modified  antiphlogistic 
treatment  must  be  pursued ;  small  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia with  sul[)huric  acid,  and  the  tincture  of  henbane,  if  much 
uterine  pain  be  present;  or  the  nitrate  of  potash,  with  tincture  of 
digitalis,  must  be  given,  and  will  scarcely  ever  fail  to  check  the 
bleeding.! 
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Cases  presenting  an  active  character,  however,  or  calling  for  any 
approach  to  antiphlogistic  measures  in  their  treatment,  are  decid- 
edly exceptional.  Menorrhagia  is  most  commonly  met  with  in 
conjunction  with  a  state  of  debility,  and  the  obvious  indication  in 
the  majority  of  instances  is  to  check  the  bleeding  as  promptly  and 
hy  as  direct  means  as  we  can.  With  this  view  it  is  desirable,  in 
all  cases  of  passive  menorrhagia,  particularly  when  the  affection 
has  been  of  long  standing,  to  employ  astringent  remedies,^  such 
as  alum,  gallic  acid,  lead,  or  matico,  from  the  moment  when  the 
discharge  commences,  and  not  to  delay  their  administration  until 
the  hemorrhage  has  become  considerable.  Of  the  four  remedies 
which  I  have  just  mentioned,  the  gallic  acid  and  the  matico  are 
those  in  which  I  have  the  greatest  confidence,  while  I  place  the 
least  reliance  on  the  acetate  of  lead.  I  do  not  know,  however,  of 
any  special  indication  by  w^hich  we  can  judge  beforehand  of  the 
probability  of  one  or  the  other  remedy  proving  specially  applica- 
ble in  any  particular  case,  but  am  accustomed  to  employ  each  in 
succession,  provided  one  should  fail  to  produce  the  desired  efiect. 

The  ergot  of  rye  is  employed  by  many  practitioners  in  cases  of 
menorrhagia,  and  this  not  simply  on  account  of  its  action  on  the 
uterus,  but  also  from  its  supposed  styptic  property.  I  used  to 
think  that  it  was  not  possessed  of  any  power  of  arresting  hemor- 
rhage, independent  of  that  w^hich  it  exerts  as  an  excitant  of  the 
muscular  contractions  of  the  womb.  I  hesitate,  now,  however,  to 
express  that  opinion  so  confidently  as  heretofore,  since  I  have  ob- 
served several  instances  in  which  bleeding  has  been  stanched  by 
its  employment  without  any  sensible  uterine  contraction  having 
been  produced.  If  one  were  sure  of  always  obtaining  the  drug 
perfectly  fresh,  I  believe  the  infusion  of  5ij  of  the  ergot  in  ovi  of 
boiling  water,  to  be  its  most  efiicient  preparation,  while  the 
greater  number  of  the  essences  and  tinctures  which  are  in  such 
general  use  have  seemed  to  be  almost  equally  inert.  Of  the  es- 
sential principle  of  the  ergot  [ergotine)  I  have  no  experience ;  but 
I  believe  that  it  has  not  justified  the  high  expectations  of  the 


1  (]^o.  4,) 

R-    Aluminis, 3;js 

Solve  in 

Aquae  purge, ^v 


adde 


M. 


Tinct.  Cinnamomi  co. 

Syrupi  Papav.  alb.,  aa,    .     ^^iv 

ft.    mist.,    cujus    sumat   cocnl. 


magna  3tia  vel  4ta  quaque  hora. 

(No.  5.) 

R.    Acidi  Gallici,    .     .     .     gt.  xlviij 

Syrupi  simplicis,.     .     .  '^\y 

Aq.  Cinnamomi,   .     .     .  ,^ijss 

AquEe  purse,       ....  ^iij 

M.    ft.   mist.,  sumat  cochl.   ij  magna 
4ta  quaque  hora. 


(No.  6.) 

R.    Plumbi  Acetatis,     ....     ^ss 

Aceti  destillati,       .     .     .     .     gij 

Tinct.  Opii,    .....      tt^  xx 

Syrupi  Papav.  alb.,     .     .     .    ^iv 

Aqua3  purae,  ad gvj 

M.    ft.   mist.,  sumat  cochl.  ij   magna 
4ta  quaque  hora. 


(No.  7.) 
R.    Fol.    Piperis    Angustifoliss 

(Matico),- ^^ss 

Aquse  ferventis,    ....     gvj 
Macera  per  horas  ij  et  cola. 

R.    Liquor,  colati, S'^ss 

Tinct.  Card,  co.,  .     .     .     .     ^iv 
M.   ft.  mist.,  sumat  cyathum  vinosum 
4ta  quaque  hora. 


62  MENORRHAGIA. 

French  physicians  who  first  introduced  it  into  practice.  Quite 
recently  my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  new  preparation  of 
ergot  made  by  Mr.  Squire  of  Oxford  Street,  which  I  have  used  in 
doses  of  rrrixx  to  5ss.  every  four  or  every  six  hours,  with  very  good 
results.  In  the  menorrhagia  of  the  climacteric  period,  to  which 
I  referred  a  short  time  ago,  this  preparation  has  seemed  specially 
useful,  particularly  when  combined  with  the  tincture  of  sesqui- 
chloride  of  iron  ;^  a  combination  which  is  also  very  serviceable  in 
many  instances  of  excessive  menstruation  in  weakly  women. 

Within  the  last  few  years  a  valuable  addition  has  been  made  to 
our  means  of  checking  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  digitalis  in  large  doses.  The  discovery  that  it  was 
possessed  of  marked  liEemostatic  powers,  independent  of  its  indi- 
rect influence  exerted  through  the  circulation,  was  made  almost 
by  accident.  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  Dr. 
Dickinson,  then  his  obstetric  assistant,  pursued  with  much  dili- 
gence the  observations  first  made  in  the  wards  of  that  institution, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  digitalis  arrests  menorrhagia 
by  virtue  of  its  direct  action  on  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  womb. 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  Dr.  Dickinson  mentions,^  that  while 
the  cessation  of  the  hemorrhage  was  by  no  means  constantly  as- 
sociated with  any  change  in  the  frequency  or  the  force  of  the  cir- 
culation, severe  pain  referred  to  the  womb  was  almost  invariably 
experienced  after  the  administration  of  a  large  dose  of  the  infu- 
sion, and  was  speedily  followed  by  the  expulsion. of  a  gush  of  co- 
agulated blood ;  efiects  which  were  commonly  repeated  after  each 
dose.  I  have  given  the  digitalis  in  a  considerable  number  of 
cases,  but  have  never  observed  this  latter  result,  though  I  have 
always  questioned  my  patient  closely  as  to  any  sensation  which 
followed  the  medicine;  and  even  where  its  action  has  been  most 
marked,  I  have  not  found  that  pain  accompanied  the  cessation  of 
bleeding.  At  the  same  time,  its  action  is  by  no  means  proporr 
tionate  to  the  influence  which  it  exerts  on  the  circulation;  for 
though  a  diminution  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  was  always  ob- 
servable, yet  those  cases  in  which  the  peculiar  power  of  the  drug 
over  the  heart's  action  was  most  marked  were  by  no  means  the 
instances  in  wliich  hemorrhage  was  soonest  checked ;  while  some- 
times, thougli  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  the  remedy  alto- 
gether, the  bleeding  continued  unabated. 

The  cases  in  which,  in  my  hands,  the  digitalis  proved  most 
useful,  were  cases  of  simple  menorrhagia,  often  of  long  standing; 
but  either  unaccompanied  by  appreciable  changes  in  the  womb,  or 
at  most  associated  only  with  some  degree  of  hypertrophy.     In 
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many  instances,  too,  tins  hypertrophy  was  apparently  due  to  im- 
perfect involution  of  the  uterus  after  delivery  or  abortion,  occur- 
rences which  in  a  good  many  instances  had  been  the  starting-point 
of  the  evil.  In  such  cases  I  have  been  accustomed  to  give  5iv  of 
the  infusion  of  digitalis  every  four  hours,  the  patient  remaining  in 
bed,  and  being  cautioned  at  once  to  discontinue  the  medicine  if  it 
produced  faintness  or  dizziness.  In  most  instances  when  it  proved 
of  benefit,  it  gave  some  earnest  of  this  within  twenty-four  hours 
from  its  first  employment,  while  if  no  effect  were  produced  within 
forty-eight  hours,  I  have  always  discontinued  its  further  adminis- 
tration ;  and  in  no  instance  have  I  continued  its  use  for  longer 
than  between  three  and  four  days. 

The  existence  of  a  very  considerable  degree  of  exhaustion,  and 
the  necessity  for  giving  wine  or  brandy,  do  not  contraindicate  a 
trial  of  digitalis,  though  in  cases  of  great  feebleness  I  generally 
begin  with  only  5ij  instead  of  5iv  of  the  infusion  for  the  first  few 
doses.  The  medicine  has  seemed  to  me  of  little  or  no  utility  in 
cases  where  the  hemorrhage  depends  on  tumor  or  other  organic 
disease  of  the  womb,  but  in  other  circumstances  I  know  of  no 
means  by  which  we  can  determine  beforehand,  with  any  consider- 
able certainty,  whether  it  will  prove  successful.  In  spite  of  all 
these  drawbacks,  however,  the  digitalis  is  a  very  valuable  medi- 
cine in  cases  of  menorrhagia ;  in  no  instance  have  I  seen  any 
serious  mischief  result  from  its  employment,  and  in  many  cases 
it  has  certainly  effected  great  good. 

In  the  great  majority  of  instances  the  observation  of  precautions 
and  the  employment  of  internal  remedies  such  as  I  have  recom- 
mended, suffice  to  restrain  the  loss  of  blood  within  safe  limits  ; 
and  it  then  remains  only  by  judicious  treatment  in  the  interval  to 
guard  against  the  recurrence  of  hemorrhage  at  the  next  menstrual 
period.  But  now  and  then  we  meet  with  cases  in  which  these 
m.easures  prove  nearly  useless,  or  in  which  the  loss  of  blood  on 
former  occasions  has  already  been  so  considerable,  or  so  often 
repeated,  as  to  render  each  ounce  of  almost  inestimable  importance 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  patient's  health,  possibly  even  for  the 
preservation  of  her  life.  Karely  though  it  happens,  you  must  yet 
bear  in  mind  that  women  sometimes  die  from  loss  of  blood  at  a 
menstrual  period,  and  this  wholly  independent  of  uterine  disease. 
Two  instances  of  this  occurrence  have  come  under  my  notice ;  I 
have  already  referred  to  one  case,  and  the  second  was  even  more 
important,  since  the  person  was  not  only  in  ■  previously  good 
health,  but  an  examination  after  death  ascertained  that  not  only 
her  uterus,  but  every  organ  of  her  body,  was  free  from  any  sign 
of  disease.  She  was  a  young  woman  who,  having  been  sentenced 
to  transportation  for  some  offence  committed  in  Scotland,  was 
sent  by  ship  during  a  stormy  season  from  Edinburgh  to  London. 
Menstruation  appeared  during  the  voyage,  but  her  exhaustion  was 
not  unnaturally  attributed  in  great  measure  to  sea-sickness.  She 
improved  on  being  landed,  and  though  menstruation  continued 
profuse,  yet  she  made  no  complaint  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  prison. 
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At  length,  having  fainted  one  day,  she  was  removed  to  the  infirm- 
ary of  the  institution,  l^o  profuse  loss  of  blood  took  place  during 
the  three  or  four  days  that  she  was  there,  but  only  a  slight  draining, 
which  went  on  in  spite  both  of  astringent  remedies  and  of  cold 
applications,  and  under  which  she  sank  exhausted.  A  small 
coagulum  was  found  within  the  uterus,  but  nowhere  was  there 
any  trace  of  disease. 

ISTow  the  bare  possibility  of  any  such  occurrence  happening  is 
reason  enough  for  watching  most  anxiously  every  case  of  very 
profuse  menstruation,  and  for  being  ready  with  appropriate  means 
to  combat  the  symptoms  as  they  increase  in  urgency.  One  of  the 
first  and  most  obvious  means  of  checking  bleeding  from  any  part 
consists  in  the  application  of  cold.  After  the  menses  then  have 
continued  for  two  or  three  days,  provided  they  do  not  show  any 
disposition  to  abate,  the  loins  and  vulva  should  be  sponged  every 
few  hours  with  cold  water,  and  the  patient  should  besides  have  an 
enema  of  about  four  ounces  of  cold  water  night  and  morning.  If 
in  spite  of  these  means,  which,  however,  are  generally  successful, 
the  loss  of  blood  should  still  continue,  wet  cloths  must  be  ap-died 
to  the  vulva,  and  astringent  injections  thrown  into  the  vagina, 
for  which  purpose  I  know  of  nothing  better  than  the  infusion  of 
matico. 

If  even  these  means  should  fail,  there  remain  then  but  two  re- 
sources, the  plugging  the  vagina,  and  the  injecting  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  itself.  The  expediency  of  resorting  to  either  of  these 
measures  must  be  determined  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
patient's  general  condition,  quite  as  much  as  by  the  mere  amount 
of  the  hemorrhage.  It  is  n6t  indeed  in  general  while  blood  is 
flowing  profusely  that  the  necessity  for  their  employment  arises, 
but  at  a  later  period,  when,  with  great  depression  of  the  vital 
powers,  blood  still  drains  away  in  quantities  so  small  as  at  another 
time  would  be  of  no  importance. 

I  need  give  you  no  special  directions  as  to  how  to  plug  the 
vagina,  except  to  remind  you  that  you  will  find  the  speculum  of 
service  in  enabling  you  to  introduce  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
tow,  wool,  or  whatever  material  you  may  employ,  much  more 
speedily,  and  with  much  less  irritation  of  the  vaginal  walls,  than 
would  otherwise  be  practicable.  A  much  better  mode  of  plugging 
the  vagina,  however,  as  well  in  the  unirapregnated  condition,  as 
during  hemorrhage  accompanying  labor,  is  furnished  by  the  simple 
apparatus  first  introduced  into  practice  by  two  German  physicians, 
MM.  Braun  and  Chiari,^  but  which  can  now  be  obtained  of  most 
instrument  makers.  It  consists  of  an  India-rubber  bottle,  to  which 
is  attached  a  metal  tube  furnislied  with  a  stopcock,  and  also  a  ring 
to  which  straps  can  be  fastened  for  securing  it  in  its  ])lace  after  it 
lias  boon  introduced  into  the  vagina.  It  is  introduced  empty,  and 
may  then  be  distended  with  cold  water  to  any  extent,  so  as  to 
form  a  most  efficient  plug,  while  its  withdrawal  requires  nothing 

1  Klinik  der  Gcburishaljc,  8vo.,  Krliint^cn,  lo62,  Istc  LielVriing,  ]).  125. 
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more  than  to  turn  the  stopcock  and  let  off  the  water.  I  have 
made  two  alterations  in  it  which  I  think  will  increase  its  useful- 
ness, and  which  consist  in  adapting  its  tube  to  that  of  an  ordinary 
Reid's  syringe,  in  order  that  it  may  be  filled  more  conveniently ; 
and  in  substituting  the  soft  and  yielding  vulcanized  India-rubber 
for  the  hard  caoutchouc  flask  of  the  original  inventors. 

The  injection  of  the  uterine  cavity,  though  a  powerful  means  of 
repressing  hemorrhage,  is  yet  a  proceeding  of  much  hazard,  which 
has  given  rise,  in  many  instances,  to  severe  inflammatory  symp- 
toms. Its  use  should  therefore,  I  conceive,  be  limited  to  cases 
(and  these  are  of  extremely  rare  occurrence),  in  which,  though 
hemorrhage  may  for  the  moment  be  restrained  by  means  of  the 
plug,  it  yet  returns  so  soon  as  that  is  withdrawn,  while  remedies 
fail  to  exercise  any  influence  on  its  flow. 

Such  a  case  was  that  of  a  woman  aged  fifty-one,  who  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  under  my  care  on  September 
21st,  1848.  Her  health  had  been  good  till  about  a  year  before, 
when  her  menstruation  became  irregular  and  over-frequent,  and 
in  the  previous  April  she  had  an  attack  of  hemorrhage,  for  which 
she  was  treated  with  advantage  in  University  College  Hospital, 
though  bleeding  returned  soon  after  her  discharge  from  that  in- 
stitution, and  had  ever  since  recurred  frequently. 

On  her  admission,  her  appearance  was  extremely  anaemic,  her 
pulse  small,  and  her  voice  almost  inaudible.  She  complained  of 
constant  pain  in  the  lumbar  and  right  iliac  regions,  increased  after 
each  attack  of  flooding ;  but  a  vaginal  examination  discovered 
nothing  wrong  about  the  uterus,  except  that  it  was  somewhat  larger 
and  heavier  than  natural.  The  whole  class  of  astringent  remedies 
and  astringent  injections  were  employed  with  varying  result  till 
November  IGth ;  the  bleeding  sometimes  ceasing  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  then  again  returning.  On  that  day,  however,  the  discharge 
was  so  profuse  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  introduce  the 
plug.  This  means  arrested  it;  but  at  11  a.  m.  on  November  17th, 
the  plug  having  been  removed  for  six  hours,  hemorrhage  again 
returned,  and  greatly  exhausted  the  patient.  After  being  reintro- 
duced, and  allowed  to  remain  for  twelve  hours,  the  plug  was  once 
more  withdrawn,  and  no  return  of  hemorrhage  took  place ;  the 
infusion  of  matico,  which  the  patient  began  to  take  about  this  time, 
appearing  to  restrain  the  bleeding  very  effectually.  During  the 
remainder  of  November,  and  the  first  few  days  of  December,  im- 
provement continued,  but  the  patient  now  again  experienced  fre- 
quent returns  of  hemorrhage,  either  in  the  form  of  a  draining 
away  of  a  pale  sanguineous  fluid,  or  in  that  of  frequent  sudden 
gushes  of  profuse  bleeding.  Previous  to  any  profuse  gush,  she 
complained  of  pain  in  one  or  other  iliac  region,  most  frequently 
the  right.  Remedies  seemed  to  have  completely  lost  all  influence, 
and  on  December  18th,  though  the  hemorrhage  was  not  at  that 
moment  very  profuse,  yet  the  patient  was  reduced  by  it  to  a  state 
of  extreme  exhaustion,  her  pulse  was  scarcely  perceptible,  her  voice 
a  mere  whisper,  and  her  stomach  rejected  everything.     The  os 
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uteri  was  open  wide  enough  to  admit  the  finger  as  far  as  the  first 
joint,  but  its  tissue  seemed  quite  healthy,  and  under  the  speculum 
the  appearance  of  the  os  was  perfectly  natural.  About  three 
drachms  of  a  mixture  of  a  scruple  of  gallic  acid  in  an  ounce  of 
water  were  now  thrown  into  the  uterine  cavity,  and  no  consider- 
able pain  was  excited  by  the  injection.  At  the  same  time,  pure 
brandy  was  given  to  rally  the  patient's  powers,  and  as  soon  as  her 
stomach  could  bear  it,  the  infusion  of  ergot  of  rye  was  adminis- 
tered every  few  hours.  It  is  needless  to  detail  the  daily  treatment 
adopted  from  this  period,  for  convalescence,  as  might  be  antici- 
pated, was  tardy.  From  the  time  of  the  injection  of  the  uterus, 
however,  the  hemorrhage  completely  ceased,  its  place  being  taken 
by  a  puriform  discharge  just  tinged  with  blood,  and  no  hemor- 
rhage reappeared  until  the  26th  of  January,  when  it  was  neither 
excessive  in  quantity  nor  of  long  duration.  At  intervals  of  rather 
less  than  a  month  hemorrhage  recurred,  though  it  was  alwa^^s 
readily  controlled  by  treatment,  and  on  April  10th  she  was  dis- 
charged from  the  hospital,  well,  though  still  rather  weak ;  her  life 
having  to  all  appearance  been  saved,  when  in  most  imminent 
peril,  by  the  injection  into  the  uterine  cavity. 

I  have  no  experience  of  the  employment  of  turpentine  as  an 
injection  into  the  uterine  cavity  in  cases  of  uncontrollable  hemor- 
rhage. I  should  fear  to  employ  such  an  agent,  which,  indeed,  has 
been  followed,^  when  thus  used,  by  violent  infiammation  of  the 
womb.  The  infusion  of  matico,  a  solution  of  gallic  acid,  or  a  mix- 
ture of  one  part  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  and  nine  parts  of 
water,  would  appear  to  me  to  be  safer  remedies. 

The  distressing  symptoms  which  have  not  seldom  followed  the 
employment  of  intra-uterine  injections  are  probably,  in  most  in- 
stances, due  to  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  itself,  and 
are  by  no  means  invariably  dependent  on  the  passage  of  the  fluid 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  indeed,  but 
that  this  accident  has  occasionally  happened,  but  recent  observa- 
tions and  experiments  seem  to  prove  that  the  chances  are  consider- 
ably against  its  occurrence.  The  precautions  suggested  by  M. 
Guyon,^  who  has  most  recently  investigated  the  subject,  ought, 
however,  never  to  be  omitted.  These  consist  in  introducing  the 
tube  of  any  syringe  which  may  be  employed  onl}^  a  very  few  lines 
within  the  cervical  canal  in  those  cases  in  wdiich  it  is  wished  to 
limit  the  action  of  the  injection  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  "When- 
ever it  is  intended  to  throw  fluid  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb 
itself,  the  tube  of  any  syringe  must  be  very  narrow,  so  as  to  admit 
of  the  ready  and  immediate  outflow  of  the  fluid;  the  quantity  in- 
jected must  be  extremely  small,  not  above  tbrty  minims  in  the 
case  of  a  person  who  has  never  been  pregnant,  and  a  little  more 
than  a  drachm  into  the  uterus  of  a  woman  who  has  borne  children. 

1  iScea  case  related  in  AshwcU's  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  Woinen,  8vo.,  1SI8,  ]i.  155. 
*  Etude  Hur  les  Caviies  de  V  Uterus  d  V Etat  de  V(ici(i(6,  in  Jounuil  dr  riivsiologio, 
vol.  ii,  1859.     Seep.  418. 
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Lastly,  I  wish  to  add  a  word  of  caution  with  reference  to  the 
scraping  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus,  with  a  gouge,  as 
a  means  of  arresting  menorrhagia — a  proceeding  which,  while 
falling  into  disuse  in  France,  has  recently  met  with  strong  advo- 
cates in  this  country.^  I  own  that  I  have  not  practised  it  myself, 
but  that  my  conclusions  with  reference  to  it  are  drawn  partly 
from  the  admissions  of  its  advocates,  partly  from  the  arguments 
of  its  opponents.  I  reproduce,  therefore,  as  perfectly  conclusive 
to  my  own  mind,  the  observations  of  M.  Aran  on  the  subject^ — a 
physician  whose  premature  deafh  has  been  a  loss  not  only  to  his 
own  friends  and  his  own  country,  but  has  been  felt  by  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  medicine,  and  who  can  ill  afford 
to  lose  thus  early  one  of  the  most  diligent,  most  acute,  and  most 
honest  of  their  fellow-laborers.  "I  am  surprised,"  says  he,  in 
words  which  I  am  merely  condensing,  "that  the  advocates  of  this 
operation  have  not  made  a  few  experiments  on  the  dead  subject. 
They  would  then  have  found  that  the  curette  does  not  act  equally 
on  all  points  of  the  uterine  cavity ;  that  while  it  easily  reaches  the 
posterior  and  lateral  walls  of  the  organ,  it  can  scarcely  be  applied 
at  all  to  the  anterior  surface  and  the  vicinity  of  the  tubes,  though 
these  are  the  very  situations  where  the  vegetations  are  most  fre- 
quently met  with.  They  would  farther  have  found  that  these 
little  bodies,  varying  in  size  from  a  millet-seed  to  a  pea,  can  be 
scraped  out  of  the  cavity  of  any  uterus,  since  they  are  neither  more 
nor  less  than  little  bits  of  epithelium  frayed  from  the  mucous 
membrane  by  the  action  of  the  instrument.  It  is  not,  indeed,  that 
I  absolutely  deny  that  in  some  few  cases  genuine  vegetations  may 
have  been  detached  by  its  means,  but  what  I  maintain  is,  that  that 
is  nothing  more  than  a  lucky  accident,  and  that  one  cannot  raise 
to  the  rank  of  a  regular  operation  a  proceeding  which  is  .nothing 
more  than  a  sort  of  blindfold  shooting  at  a  mark." 

M.  Aran  then  suggests,  in  explanation  of  the  success  which  has 
sometimes  followed  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  probability  that  it 
acts,  as  to  such  proceedings  as  the  cauterization  of  the  interior  of 
the  uterus,  by  exciting  the  womb  to  very  vigorous  contractions  ; 
while  further  it  is  possible  that  some  modification  may  also  be 
produced  by  the  inflammatory  action  induced  in  the  mucous 
membrane.  He  concludes  by  stating  that  three  instances  of 
death  have  come  to  his  own  knowledge  where  the  operation  was 
resorted  to  by  some  of  its  most  skilful  advocates  ;  that  he  believes 
similar  occurrences  have  come  under  the  observation  of  other 
practitioners  ;  and  that  he  retains  a  painful  recollection  of  "  the 
numerous  instances  of  perforation  of  the  uterine  cavity,  some  of 
them  followed  by  death,  which  M.  Rdcamier  communicated  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  a  few  years  since,  and  which  produced  a 
general  impression  of  surprise  and  regret."" 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  two  other  remarks,  in  which  my 

'  Dr.  Routh  in  Obstetrical  Transactions,  vol.  ii,  p.  117. 
2  Oj).  cit,  vol.  i,  pp.  472-481. 
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own  olDservation  entirely  coincides  with  that  of  M.  Aran — namely, 
that,  in  the  first  place,  in  very  few  of  the  published  cases  in  which 
the  scraping  of  the  nterus  was  had  recourse  to,  had  a  suitable 
treatment  been  adopted  beforehand  ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  these 
hemorrhages  admit  of  being  put  a  stop  to  by  other  and  less 
hazardous  proceedings. 


LECTURE    V. 

MENSTEUATION,  AND  ITS  DISOEDEES. 

Dysmenoerhcea — its  three  varieties — neuralgic,  congestive,  mechanical.     Symp- 
toms of  neuralgic  form  ;  of  congestive  form,  sometimes  attended  with  expulsion 
of  a  membrane.     Eelation  of  congestive  dysmenorrhcea  to  rheumatic,  or  gouty 
diathesis.     Mechanical  dysmenorrhcea,  from  contraction  of  cervix  uteri,  a  rare  . 
occurrence. 

Treatment  of  the  neuralgic  form  ;  various  sedatives,  and  their  comparative  results 
— of  the  congestive  form;  depletion,  and  how  to  apply  leeches — treatment  of 
the  rheumatic  variety — of  the  mechanical  form  ;  cautions  with  reference  to  its 
treatment. 

I  FEAR  you  may  think  that  I  am  uttering  a  very  superfluous 
truism  when  I  remind  you  that  almost  every  function  of  the  body, 
if  ill  performed,  is  performed  with  an  unusual  amount  of  pain. 
The  feeble  stomach  is  pained  by  the  presence  of  the  food  which  it 
is  unable  to  digest ;  the  eye  whose  vision  is  imperfect,  is  pained 
by  the  effort  to  decipher  even  the  most  legible  characters ;  and 
the  head  of  the  convalescent  aches  on  the  first  attempt  to  resume 
his  ordinary  mental  occupations. 

Just  so  the  menstrual  function  when  deviating  from  its  most 
exact  performance,  either  in  excess  or  in  defect,  is  almost  always 
attended  by  suftering  far  exceeding  that  discomfort  by  which,  in 
the  case  of  healthy  women,  it  is  usually  accompanied.  Amenor- 
rhoea  and  menorrliagia  are  both  almost  invariably  associated  with 
Buffering,  and  in  the  case  of  the  most  various  disorders  of  the 
sexual  organs,  an  undue  amount  of  pain  at  each  menstrual  period 
is  a  symptom  scarcely  ever  absent.  But,  besides  these  instances 
in  which  the  pain  is  but  one  among  many  ills  for  which  the 
patient  seeks  our  aid  (and  probably  even  in  her  estimate  by  no 
means  the  gravest),  there  are  other  cases  where  the  suflering  of 
menstruation  is  so  intense  in  its  severity,  or  so  importunate  from 
its  continuance,  as  to  constitute  a  distinct  ailection,  and  to  claim 
a  place  in  our  nosologies  as  dysmenorrlioea. 

It  has  been  customary  to  recognize  three  different  varieties  of 
this  dysmenorrhcea,  or  painful  menstruation ;  and  the  distinction 
of  neuralgic,  congestive,  and  meclianical  dysmenorrlKra,  terms 
whi(;h  interpret  themselves,  seems  to  me  to  rest  on  good  grounds, 
and  to  merit  being  generally  adopted. 
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There  are  some  instances  in  wliicli  pain  alone,  unattended  by 
any  other  symptom,  is  the  only  important  respect  in  which  men- 
struation differs  from  a  healthy  state.  This  neuralgic  dysmenor- 
rhoea  occurs  most  frequently,  and  in  its  simplest  form,  in  young 
women  whose  sexual  system  has  not  been  developed  till  a  com- 
paratively late  period,  and  who  have  not  begun  to  menstruate  till 
a  year  or  two  after  the  average  date.  The  pain,  in  such  cases, 
precedes  menstruation  for  a  day  or  two,  generally  reaches  its 
greatest  intensity  in  the  course  of  the  first  thirty-six  hours  of  the 
catamenial  flow,  being  sometimes  so  intense  that  the  patient 
writhes  on  the  floor  in  agony,  and  then  by  degrees  subsides,  though 
it  does  not  cease  entirely  till  the  period  is  over.  Though  sevierest 
in  the  uterine  and  pelvic  regions,  the  pain  is  not  in  general  limited 
to  those  situations,  but  is  experienced  also  in  the  back  and  loins, 
is  referred  to  either  groin,  or  rather  to  each  ovarian  region,  and 
shoots  down  the  inside  of  the  thighs.  The  pain,  too,  is  aggravated 
at  intervals,  and  becomes  paroxj^smal,  like  that  of  colic  or  of 
labor,  while  the  whole  abdominal  surface  is  so  tender  as  scarcely 
to  bear  the  slightest  touch.  In  addition  to  these  pains,  all  radiat- 
ing more  or  less  obviously  from  the  sexual  organs,  there  is  often 
much  sufiJering  in  other  parts.  Intense  headache  is  very  frequent, 
often  confined  to  one  side  of  the  head,  or  presenting  the  well- 
known  characters  of  clavus  hystericus ;  or,  in  other  cases,  the 
stomach  is  disordered,  and  the  patient  distressed  by  constant 
nausea  or  frequent  vomiting.  In  many  instances,  various  other 
hysterical  symptoms  manifest  themselves,  often,  indeed,  with 
peculiar  intensity,  and  I  knew  a  patient  in  whom  an  attack  of  hj'S- 
terical  mania  ushered  in  on  more  than  one  occasion  a  menstrual 
period.  This  neuralgic  dysmenorrhoea,  however,  is  by  no  means 
invariably  associated  w^ith  an  hj^sterical  temperament,  and  patients 
who  suffer  most  intensely  during  menstruation,  sometimes  mani- 
fest no  sj^mptom  of  hysteria,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  remarkable 
for  quiet  self-possession  and  well-regulated  minds. 

In  some  instances,  it  seems  as  if  the  disorder  of  the  nerves  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  system,  while  in  others  it  is  limited  to  those 
which  supply  the  sexual  organs,  and  is  then  usually  of  shorter 
duration  on  each  occasion,  though  not  by  any  means  of  necessity 
slighter  in  the  suffering  which  attends  it  than  when  the  sympa- 
thies which  it  awakens  are  more  extensive.  Even  when  pain 
has  altogether  subsided  after  the  cessation  of  a  menstrual  period, 
any  excitement  of  the  sexual  system  will,  in  very  many  instances, 
suffice  to  reproduce  suffering.  In  married  women  affected  with 
this  form  of  dysmenorrhoea,  sexual  congress  is  almost  invariably 
extremely  painful,  while  pregnancy  is  attended  by  more  than  the 
ordinary  degree  of  local  discomfort,  and  the  pain  of  parturition 
amounts  to  intolerable  anguish. 

I  have  referred  to  this  neuralgic  dysmenorrhoea  as  occurring  in 
its  simplest  form  in  young  women  in  whom  there  was  a  tardy, 
and  perhaps  an  incomplete  development  of  the  sexual  system.  It 
is,  however,  by  no  means  limited  to  such  persons,  but  sometimes 
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comes  on  after  years  of  healthy  and  comparatively  painless  men- 
struation. I  have  known  menstruation  become  painftil  during 
convalescence  from  some  serious  illness  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  sexual  functions,  and  continue  so  long  after  the  patient  had, 
in  other  respects,  regained  her  usual  health.  In  other  cases,  the 
sudden  suppression  of  the  menses  by  cold,  or  some  other  acci- 
dental cause,  is  succeeded  by'obstinate  clysmenorrhoea ;  and  this 
although  no  obvious  uterine  ailment  had  followed  the  accident. 
At  other  times,  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  after  delivery  or  mis- 
carriage, is  followed  by  painful  menstruation,  which  persists  long 
after  every  trace  of  inflammation  or  of  its  consequences  has  com- 
pletely disappeared. 

But  there  is  another  form  of  clysmenorrhoea  which  has  been 
termed  the  congestive,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  that  attend 
it.  Unlike  the  purely  neuralgic  variety,  it  is  less  frequent  at  the 
commencement  of  sexual  vigor  than  as  an  acquired  condition  at  a 
later  period  of  life.  A  sense  of  weight  about  the  pelvis,  and  a 
tendency  to  hemorrhoidal  afiections,  generally  exist  in  the  interval 
between  the  menstrual  periods;  and  these  symptoms  increase  con- 
siderably a  few  days  before  the  discharge  comes  on.  During  the 
first  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  of  each  menstruation,  the  dis- 
charge in  general  is  but  scanty,  and  the  pain  is  very  severe.  At 
the  end  of  this  time,  however,  sometimes  even  sooner,  the  hemor- 
rhage often  becomes  abundant;  and  as  the  blood  flows  the  pain 
abates,  and  then  ceases  altogether.  The  congested  womb  ached 
till  nature  bled  it,  just  as  the  head  aches,  when  the  brain  is  con- 
gested, till  the  cupping-glasses  or  the  leeches  have  relieved  the 
overloaded  cerebral  vessels.  Sometimes  in  these  eases  the  men- 
strual flux  at  no  time  becomes  abundant,  and  consequently  the 
relief  which  nature  gives  is  very  partial.  When  this  is  so,  the 
womb  continues  to  ache  and  throb  during  the  whole  of  the  men- 
strual period,  and  is  left  afterwards  tender  and  painful;  When 
this  is  not  the  case,  however,  the  end  of  the  menstrual  period 
generally  leaves  the  patient  in  a^ state  of  comparative  comfort.  For 
the  next  week  or  ten  days  she  continues  to  enjoy  a  comparative 
immunity  from  suflering;  but  then  the  symptoms  gradually  re- 
turn, and  reach  their  climax  of  severity  with  the  commencement 
of  the  next  menstruation. 

In  some  instances  of  this  form  of  dysmenorrhoea,  not  only  is  the 
amount  of  blood  lost  at  a  menstrual  period  insufHcient  to  relieve 
the  congested  womb,  but  it  is  absolutely  as  well  as  relatively  scanty. 
In  some  of  the  cases  the  discliarge  having  continued  for  a  few 
hours,  ceases,  and  then  comes  on  again ;  while,  though  scanty,  it 
is  intermixed  with  small  coagula,  owing,  probably,  to  the  blood 
having  been  poured  out  so  slowly  as  to  allow  of. its  coagulating 
within  the  uterine  cavity;  an  occurrence  prevented  during  healthy 
mcnstiMiation  l)y  its  comparatively  rapid  flow  into  the  vagina, 
where  its  tihrine  is  at  once  dissolved  by  tlie  acid  secretion  of  that 
canal,  and  its  coagulating  })r()i)erty  destroyed. 

In  others  of  these  cases  we  find  interminii-led  with  the  menstrual 
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discliarge,  shreds,  or  strips,  or  distinct  lamin9e  of  membrane,  or 
even  a  small  membranous  sac,  which  is  seen,  on  careful  exami- 
nation, to  form  a  complete  cast  of  the  uterine  cavity.  This  occur- 
rence sometimes  takes  place  only  once,  but  often er  it  reappears 
during  a  long  succession  of  menstrual  periods.  The  discharge  of 
the  membrane  is  generally  associated  with  very  considerable 
aggravation  of  the  patient's  suffering;  sometimes  with  distinct 
periodical  pains,  like  those  of  abortion;  and  when  to  them  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage  is  superadded,  an  occurrence  which  is  frequent, 
though  not  invariable,  unfounded  suspicions  have  in  some  in- 
stances been  entertained  with  reference  to  the  chastity  of  women 
who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  present  this  combination  of 
symptoms. 

In  the  ignorance  which  till  lately  prevailed  with  reference  to  the 
real  structure  of  the  uterine  lining  membrane,  it  was  customary 
to  speak  of  the  dysmenorrhoeal  membrane  as  the  product  of  in- 
flammation, or  of  some  process  akin  to  it.  We  know,  however, 
that  during  menstruation  the  epithelium  of  the  uterine  cavity  is 
thrown  off"  in  greater  or  less  abundance  ;  while  an  examination  of 
the  membrane  suffices  to  show  that  what  has  occurred  in  its  for- 
mation and  detachment  is  merely  an  exaggeration  of  the  process 
which  to  a  less  degree  takes  place  at  every  menstrual  period.^ 
The  membrane  is  smooth  on  one  surface,  rough,  almost  villous, 
on  the  other,  and  presents  the  remains  of  numerous  dilated  uterine 
glands  ;  characters  that  prove  it  to  be  the  analogue  of  that  decidua 
which,  under  the  physiological  stimulus  of  conception,  passes 
through  a  more  complete  development  to  serve  important  pur- 
poses.^ 

I  scarcely  need  say  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference  in  a 
practical  poinfof  view,  whether  or  no,  you  entertain  correct  opin- 
ions with  reference  to  the  structure  of  this  membrane.  To  regard 
it  as  a  layer  of  plastic  lymph  similar  to  that  which  is  poured  out 
in  croup,  at  once  suggests  the  employment  for  its  removal  of  active 
antiphlogistic  measures,  such  as  experience  would  by  no  means 
justify.  Reasoning,  however,  even  independent  of  the  actual  ob- 
servation to  which  I  have  appealed,  would  suffice  to  show  the 
fallacy  of  this  opinion.  It  is  utterly  inconceivable  that  a  mucous 
membrane  so  inflamed  as  to  become  the  seat  of  deposits  of  lymph 
should  in  a  few  days  return  to  a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  and 
yet  periodically  undergo  the  same  intense  inflammation,  issuing 

1  This  opinion  as  to  the  identity  in  character  of  dysnienorrhceal  membrane  and 
decidua  is  now  almost  universally  entertained,  both  in  this  country  and  on  the 
continent.  In  this  country  the  first  to  assert  this  identity  were,  I  believe,  Dr. 
Oldham,  in  Med.  Gaz.,  April  16,  1846,  and  Dr.  Simpson,  in  Edin.  Monthly  Journal, 
Sept.  1846. 

2  All  membranes,  however,  expelled  during  painful  menstruation  are  not  uterine 
products.  Dr.  A.  Farre,  in  a  p)aper  published  in  Beale's  Archives  of  Medicine,  No. 
II,  18o8,  shows  that  occasionally  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagi^ia  exfoliates  in 
layers  forming  even  a  complete  cast  of  the  canal.  Their  expulsion  was  accompanied 
in  each  of  the  cases  related  by  much  suffering,  though,  as  might  be  expected,  re- 
ferred more  to  the  vaccina  than  to  the  uterus. 
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in  the  same  deposit;  and  this  with  no  serious  injury  to  its  func- 
tions and  no  permanent  change  of  its  structure. 

Allied  to  this  congestive  dysmenorrhoea,  are  cases  of  painful 
menstruation  dependent  on  constitutional  causes,  especially  on  the 
gouty  or  rheumatic  diathesis  ;  though  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  why 
in  women  this  peculiar  ailment  should  result  from  it  so  much  more 
frequently  than  the  ordinary  forms  of  those  disorders  with  which 
we  are  familiar  in  the  male  sex.  Such  cases,  however,  are  hy  no 
means  rare  in  any  class  of  society  ;  and  wherever  they  occur,  they 
are  chronic  in  their  course  and  difficult  of  cure.'  A  casual  attack 
of  cold  is  in  some  instances  referred  to  as  the  occasion  of  the  pa- 
tient's illness,  while  in  other  cases  the  ailment  comes  on  by  degrees, 
and  with  no  definite  exciting  cause.  Menstruation  begins  to  be 
more  painful  than  was  its  wont,  often  more  scanty ;  an  unusual 
degree  of  constitutional  disturbance  attends  each  period;  the  pulse 
at  those  times  is  very  frequent,  the  skin  hot  though  perspiring, 
and  lithates  abound  in  the.  urine.  In  the  intervals,  profuse  leu- 
corrhoeal  discharges  take  place;  the  pain,  though  less  intense,  is 
yet  severe,  and  is  aggravated  by  trifling  causes,  or  without  any 
obvious  reason.  The  pain  at  one  time  is  most  severe  in  the  back, 
at  another  is  referred  to  one  or  other  iliac  region,  shooting  down 
the  legs  in  the  course  of  the  crural  nerve,  or,  like  sciatica,  aft'ect- 
ing  the  back  of  the  thighs  ;  while  occasionally,  in  addition  to  these 
abiding  discomforts,  the  patient  is  kept  in  bed  for  a  day  or  two  at 
a  time  by  slight  feverish  attacks,  accompanied  by  wandering  pains 
in  the  limbs,  though  seldom  attended  by  inflammation  and  swell- 
ing of  any  of  the  joints. 

The  seat  of  the  pain  in  these  cases  is  no  doubt  the  muscular 
tissue  of  the  uterus  ;  and  the  suffering  from  this  cause  sometimes 
outlasts  that  time  of  life  during  which  menstruation  takes  place, 
though  the  cessation  of  the  periodical  congestion  of  the  womb, 
which  occurs  so  long  as  the  sexual  system  retains  its  activit3%  is 
followed  by  a  great  diminution  of  the  patient's  ills.  In  the  worst 
cases  of  this  disorder,  the  womb,  though  presenting  no  appreciable 
alteration,  is  so  intensely  tender,  that  the  slightest  movement 
causes  intolerable  pain  ;  and  many  instances  of  an  affection  which 
the  late  Dr.  Gooclr  described  with  all  that  graphic  skill  of  which 
he  was  so  great  a  master,  and  for  whicli  he  proposed  the  name  of 
the  Irritable  Uterus,  may  be  referred  to  this  category.  I  shall 
presently  have  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  treatment  of  this 
ailment;  just  now,  I  will  add  only  that  relief  for  it  is  to  besought 
by  measures  directed  to  the  constitutional  cause,  and  not  by  any 
form  of  local  medication. 

Such,  then,  are  the  two  principal  forms  of  dysnicnorrluva:  the 
one  the  neuralgic,  the  other  the  congestive ;  while  olten  we  meet 

'  Tlu!  obsfrvnlions  of  Dr.  Todd  on  the  sulijrct  in  section  ix,  of  Prncllcal  liottarhs 
on  Gout,  Ii/ii;uihnti.i7n,  Fever,  <jt.,  8vo.,  London.  ]H'I3  ;  and  thosic  of  i)r.  Ei<;l)y,  in 
his  works  on  Dymnctiorrhoea,  published  in  1844,  hiivo  moro  i'.>iiK!ci!il!3'  callod  iitton- 
tion  to  this  Huhjcct. 

2  On  the  More  hnportanl  Diseases  af  Women, 8\o.,2i.\  ed.,  London,  \k<'M,  p.  ■V'V2. 
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with  cases  presenting  the  mingled  characteristics  of  both  varieties.' 
It  is  pr6bable  that  in  all  of  these  cases  a  temporary  constriction  of 
the  internal  orifice  of  the  uterus  plays  a  more  important  part  than 
has  commonly  been  supposed  in  the  production  of  the  symptoms ; 
that  not  merel}^  is  there  a  non-effusion  of  the  menstrual  fluid,  but 
that,  even  after  it  has  been  poured  out,  a  condition  either  of  tur- 
gescence  or  of  spasm  at  the  internal  os  uteri  prevents  its  escape, 
and  keeps  up  or  aggravates  the  suffering  of  the  patient.^  But 
there  are  other  instances  in  which  the  influence  of  mechanical 
obstruction  is  both  more  obvious  and  more  abiding.  Such  are 
those  in  which  the  painful  menstruation  is  associated  with  some 
organic  disease  of  the  uterus,  as  fibrous  tumor,  or  with  some  mal- 
position, as  anteflexion,  or  retroflection,  or  in  which  the  canal  of 
the  cervix,  or  its  orifice,  is  permanently  contracted.  The  existence 
of  any  of  these  conditions  can  of  course  be  ascertained  only  by  a 
careful  vaginal  examination,  and  this  should  not  be  omitted 
wherever  the  dysmenorrhoea  continues  for  several  months  in  spite 
of  treatment  calculated  to  remove  it. 

Of  late  years  special  attention  has  been  directed  to  that  form  of 
so-called  mechanical  dysmenorrhoea,  in  which  the  patient's  sufierings 
are  due  to  the  contracted  cervix  obstructing  the  escape  of  the 
menstrual  fluid.  This  mechanical  form  of  dysmenorrhoea  is  char- 
acterized not  only  by  pain,  but  also  by  the  slow  escape  and  scanty 
amount  of  the  blood  discharged,  which  also,  for  the  most  part, 
escapes  in  small,  imperfectly  formed  coagula.  The  late  Dr.  Mack- 
intosh, of  Edinburgh,^  was,  I  believe,  the  first  person  who,  in  the 
year  1823,  directed  attention  to  this  soui-ce  of  difiicult  menstrua- 
tion, and  in  1826  he  advised  the  mechanical  dilatation  of  the  os 
uteri  by  bougies,  for  its  relief.  The  impediment  may  exist  either 
at  the  external  os  uteri,  or  at  some  limited  part  of  the  cervix, 
especially  at  the  internal  os,  where  the  body  and  neck  of  the 
womb  communicate,  or  it  may  involve  the  whole  of  its  canal.  It 
appears,  in  some  instances,  to  be  attributable  to  inflammation,  and 
probable  ulceration  of  the  cervical  canal,  as  in  the  case  of  a  woman 
once  under  my  care,  the  canal  of  whose  cervix  was  at  one  point  so 
nearly  obliterated  as  not  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  finest  catgut 
bougie,  and  who  referred  her  sufierings  to  the  eflects  of  a  labor 
twelve  years  before.  In  other  instances,  the  dysmenorrhoea  is 
habitual,  and  the  narrow  cervix  is  a  congenital  condition,  or  one 
due  at  least  to  some  defect  of  uterine  development,  and  this  latter 
I  believe  to  be  the  more  frequent  form  of  the  aft'ection. 

An  impression  has  of  late  years  been  gaining  ground  that  this 
form  of  dysmenorrhoea  is  very  common,  and  mechanical  means 

1  The  share  of  ohstruction  to  the  outflow  of  the  menses,  from  the  temporary  con- 
traction of  the  cervical  orifice,  in  giving  rise  to  the  pain  of  dysmenorrhoea,  has  been 
dwelt  on  hy  Dr.  Graily  Hewitt  in  his  recent  work  on  the  Diseases  of  TFowew,8vo., 
London,  1863  (see  pp.  119-125).  The  able  arguments  by  which  Dr.  Hewitt  sup- 
ports his  views  receive  further  corroboration  by  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Guyon,  to  wJiich 
reference  has  already  been  made,  op.  cit.,  pp.  204-208. 

2  In  his  Practice  of  Physic,  4th  ed.,  Svo.,  London,  1836,  vol.  ii,  pp.  431-436. 
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of  treating  it  have  accordingly  come  very  much  into  vogue ;  to 
the  neglect,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  many  instances,  of  those  internal 
remedies,  by  which  painful  menstruation  is  in  general  much  more 
appropriately  treated.  One  circumstance,  which  I  believe  to  have 
much  contributed  to  the  support  of  this  opinion,  is  the  fact,  that 
on  introducing  the  uterine  sound  an  obstacle  is  very  often  en- 
countered at  the  internal  os  uteri  to  the  passage  of  the  instrument 
into  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  That  this  obstacle,  however,  is  in 
reality  perfectly  natural,  can  be  readily  ascertained  on  the  dead 
subject,  since  even  after  the  removal  of  the  uterus  from  the  body, 
a  bougie  which  passes  with  ease  along  the  cervical  canal  will 
there  encounter  a  resistance  such  as  can  often  be  overcome  only 
by"*'considerable  eftbrt,  or,  perhaps,  not  at  all,  though  a  smaller 
bougie  Avill  pass  at  once  with  perfect  facility,  and  the  uterus, 
when  laid  open,  will  be  found  to  be  perfectly  healthy.  The  con- 
striction in  this  situation  which  is  found  to  be  so  considerable 
even  after  death,  was  doubtless  in  these  and  many  other  instances 
far  greater  during  life,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  it,  the  history  of  such 
persons  often  gives  no  account  of  difficult  or  painful  menstruation.^ 
ISTor,  indeed,  need  this  surprise  us,  for  the  discharge  takes  place 
during  menstruation,  not  in  a  continuous  stream  as  the  urine  flows 
from  the  bladder,  but  oozes  from  the  interior  of  the  womb,  the 
blood  escaping  drop  by  drop  from  the  os  uteri.  If  the  aperture  be 
so  small  as  scarcely  to  allow  this  to  take  place,  menstruation  no 
doubt  may  be  rendered  very  painful ;  and  just  as  when  stricture 
of  the  urethra  exists,  the  bladder,  and  ureters,  and  kidneys,  be- 
come irritated,  and  disturbed  in  the  performance  of  their  functions, 
so  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  similar  state  of  the  cervix  uteri 
may  exert  the  same  influence  on  the  function  of  that  organ,  and 
render  the  menstrual  flux  scanty  in  quantity  and  morbid  in  char- 
acter, as  the  consequence  of  the  difiiculty  in  its  discharge.  The 
natural  constriction  of  the  internal  uterine  orifice  is  probably  often 
heightened  by  functional  disorder,  and  thus  becomes  the  occasion 
of  a  great  increase  of  the  patient's  sufferings.  It  by  no  means 
follows,  however,  that  all  cases  in  which  symptoms  of  obstruction 
are  present  require  mechanical  treatment,  any  more  than  that 
every  case  of  croup  or  laryngitis  is  at  once,  and  irrespective  of 
other  measures,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  performance  of  tracheotomy. 
And  this  brings  me  to  notice  the  treatment  of  dysinenorrha^a, 
which  must  vary  just  as  its  forms  are  various.  In  the  dysmenor- 
rhoea  of  young  girls  in  whom  menstruation  is  not  yet  completely 
established,  our  efforts  must  chiefly  be  directed  to  bringing  about 
the  rcguhir  performance  of  ttie  function  as  speedily  as  i)ossible, 
and  there  is  reason  to  liopo,  that  in  i)roportion  as  this  is  ettbctod, 
the  pain  will  by  degrees  diminish.  If,  however,  the  suffering  be 
80  severe  as  to  require  the  employment  of  remedies  specially  di- 
rected to  its  mitigation,  they  will  in  the  majorit}'  of  instances  be 

1  The  fuel  of  l,!if!  nutiinil  constriction  of  tho  utffl-in((  canal  i\\  tlio  situation  of  tlio 
intcrniii  oh,  whs  very  clearly  asserted  hr  Dr.  Ilc^nry  Jicnnut  in  his  work  on  Injlam- 
matlun  of  the  Uterus.     See  p.  3  of  tlie  4th  edition. 
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such  as  are  applicable  for  the  relief  of  nervous  dysmeiiorrhcea. 
One  of  the  most  serviceable  of  these  are  the  hot  hip-bath,  which 
may  be  had  recourse  to  on  the  first  threatening  of  pain,  and  even 
twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  before  the  date  at  which  the  com- 
mencement of  the  menstrual  discharge  is  expected.  To  obtain 
the  full  benefit  from  it  the  patient  should  remain  in  it  for  half  or 
three-quarters  of  an  hour;  the  temperature  of  the  water  being 
maintained  during  the  whole  time  at  96°  or  98°;  while  the  bath 
may  often  be  advantageously  rendered  more  stimulating  by  the 
addition  of  mustard  to  the  water.  If  pain  again  returns  with 
severity,  the  bath  may  be  repeated  twice  or  three  times  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  while  after  its  employment  the  patient  sliould 
always  retire  to  bed,  and  remain  there  until,  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  menstrual  flux,  the  pain  has  in  great  measure  sub- 
sided. It  will,  however,  still  be  wise  for  the  patient  to  remain 
during  the  whole  period  in  her  apartment,  and  to  avoid  all  exer- 
tion, as  well  as  all  changes  of  temperature. 

If  the  pain  be  very  severe,  some  sedative  or  narcotic  will  prob- 
ably be  indispensably  necessary,  and  this  will  be  likely  to  produce 
the  best  efiect  if  taken  immediately  on  the  patient  coming  out  of 
her  bath.  Opium,  in  some  of  its  various  preparations,  is  of  course 
the  most  powerful  remedy;  but  there  are  many  reasons  why  it  is 
undesirable  to  have  recourse  to  it,  unless  the  milder  sedatives 
have  been  tried  and  found  inefiicacious.  In  many  instances 
opium  deranges  the  digestive  functions  seriously,  and  inflicts  on 
the  patient  a  very  distressing  headache  for  hours  after  its  flrst 
soothing  influence  has  passed  ofli";  but  a  still  more  serious  objec- 
tion to  its  use  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  young  women  not  sel- 
dom become  habituated  to  the  drug  from  having  had  recourse  to 
it  as  a  sort  of  domestic  remedy  for  deadening  the  pain  of  menstru- 
ation. In  many  instances  of  the  purely  neuralgic  dysmenorrhoea, 
ether  alone  suffices  to  remove  the  pain,  or  at  least  greatly  to  mit- 
igate it;  and  when  this  is  so,  its  transitory  influence  and  the  cir- 
cumstances that  it  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  digestive  func- 
tions, render  it  far  preferable  to  any  of  the  more  direct  narcotics. 
A  draught  containing  half  a  drachm  of  the  compound  spirits  of 
ether,  and  fifteen  minims  of  chloric  ether,  will  generally  answer 
the  purpose  very  well,  while  in  cases  where  the  patient,  as  some- 
times happens,  has  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  taste  of  ether, 
the  eau  de  luce,  or  tinctura  ammonite  composita  of  the  Pharmaco- 
pceia,  forms  a  very  good  substitute  for  it.^  A  single  dose  of  any 
of  these  remedies  will  often  suffice,  but  if  not  they  may  be  re- 
peated frequently,  and  at  short  intervals.  Some  years  ago,  the 
Sumbul,  an  Indian  remedy,  was  introduced  into  practice  as  appli- 

1  (No.  9.) 

U.    Tinct.  Ammonise  compositse,      ....  trj^vj 

Tinct.  Aurantii, ^j 

Syrupi  simplicis,      .■ 5J 

Inf.  Aurantii  co., ^iv 

Mist.  Camphorae, gvj — M.  ft.  haustus. 
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cable  to  the  relief  of  neuralgic  pains,  as  well  as  of  other  ailments. 
It  certainly  seems  to  possess  a  measure  of  that  compound  stimu- 
lant and  anodjme  property  which  characterizes  ether,  though  in  a 
far  inferior  degree.  You  will,  however,  always  find  it  useful  in 
the  management  of  the  diseases  of  women  to  have  numerous 
expedients  at  hand  for  the  relief  of  minor  ailments,  in  addition 
to  being  well  acquainted  with  the  great  remedies  for  more  seri- 
ous ills. 

Should  none  of  the  above-named  simpler  means  suffice,  hen- 
bane is  that  one  of  the  more  decided  narcotics  of  which  you  may 
make  a  trial  with  the  least  risk  of  its  disagreeing  with  the  patient. 
Forty  minims  of  the  tincture,  or  five  grains  of  the  extract,  are  an 
average  dose,  and  the  quieting  action  of  the  remedy  seems  to  be 
much  increased,  especially  in  the  case  of  uterine  pain,  by  combin- 
ing it  with  camphor,  five  grains  of  which  may  be  given  with  each 
dose  of  the  henbane.  Another  remedy  extremely  serviceable  in 
controlling  neuralgic  pain,  and  free  from  many  of  the  inconveni- 
ences of  opium,  is  the  Indian  hemp,  or  Cannabis  Indica.  There 
are  two  drawbacks,  however,  from  its  use.  The  one  is,  that  owing 
to  the  absence  of  any  officinal  preparation  of  the  drug,  the  medi- 
cine, as  ordered  from  ditferent  druggists,  varies  much' in  strength; 
the  other  is  that  the  susceptibility  of  difierent  persons  to  its  influ- 
ence varies  much  more  than  in  the  case  of  opium.  For  these 
reasons,  it  is  expedient  that  it  should  always  be  procured  at  the 
same  place,  and  also  that  it  should  always  be  ordered  in  a  mini- 
mum dose  at  first,  until  you  have  ascertained  its  efiect  on  your 
patient.  The  inhalation  of  chloroform  or  ether,  though  its  effects 
are  but  transitory,  yet  sometimes  exerts  a  permanent  influence  in 
mitigating  uterine  pain.  The  remedy,  however,  is  too  hazardous 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  patient  or  her  friends,  but  the  local  applica- 
tion of  chloroform  to  the  hypogastric  or  pubic  region,  is  not  only 
free  from  risk,  but  is  also  often  serviceable.  If  none  bf  these 
means  give  relief,  opium  becomes  our  last  resource,  and  Dover's 
powder,  morphia,  the  sedative  solution  of  opium,  and  the  black 
drop,  are  all  of  them,  in  these  cases,  to  be  preferred  to  the  simple 
tincture,  because  they  generally  occasion  less  sickness  or  headache, 
and  are  less  apt  to  produce  constipation  of  the  bowels.  Some- 
times medicines  given  by  the  moutli  seem  unavaiHng,  or  the  se- 
verity of  the  pain  induces  us  to  seek  for  a  remedy  that  shall  be 
more  rapid  in  its  action,  and  in  these  circumstances  an  opiate 
riUp})Ository,  or  an  opiate  enema,  the  bulk  of  which  must  of  course 
be  very  finiall,  will  often  affi)rd  speedy  relief 

I  do  not  think  it  will  be  out  of  ])lace  if  I  licrc  very  strongly  ad- 
vise you  to  look  on  every  case  of  dj'smenorrluica  in  young  women 
as  of  irn])ortaiice,  and  not  content  3'oursclvcs  with  giving  a  few 
general  directions,  or  with  writing  a  prescription  for  your  patient, 
if  the  i)ain  from  which  she  sufFors  should  chance  to  be  very  urgent. 
Tliere  is  always  much  greater  risk  of  the  attacks  becoming  hal)it- 
ual,  and  thirn  rendering  your  patient's  fnturn  life  miserable,  than 
tliere  is  reason  for  expecting  the  popular  belief  to  be  realized,  and 
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that  the  aihiient  of  the  girl  will  spontaneously  cease  when  she  at- 
tains to  full  womanhood.  Every  precaution  which  I  have  sug- 
gested is  of  the  greatest  moment;  the  confinement  of  the  patient 
to  her  room,  the  absolute  rest,  the  repose  in  bed  during  the  early 
part  of  the  menstrual  period,  are  indispensable  with  each  return 
of  menstruation,  so  long  as  the  tendency  to  dysmenorrhoea  con- 
tinues, and  I  believe  are  much  more  important,  as  far  as  eventual 
permanent  recovery  is  concerned,  than  is  the  employment  of 
remedies  to  relieve  pain  on  any  single  occasion.  Your  care, 
moreover,  must  not  cease  with  the  cessation  of  the  attack,  but 
your  attention  must  be  most  watchful  during  the  menstrual  in- 
tervals, to  correct  anything  wrong  in  the  general  health,  and  to 
invigorate  the  patient's  system,  which  in  these  cases  is  almost  al- 
ways feeble.  One  other  caution  j^ou  must  allow  me  to  add :  there 
is  a  popular  impression  that  when  the  highest  functions  of  the 
sexual  system  are  brought  into  play,  many  ailments,  previously 
troublesome,  are  likely  to  cease,  and  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that,  in 
some  instances,  marriage,  and  pregnancy,  and  childbearing  are 
followed  by  these  desirable  results.  I  fear,  however,  that  the 
chances  are  the  other  way ;  that  the  girl  who  suffers  from  dys- 
menorrhoea will  be  likely  to  suffer  more  from  it  after  marriage 
than  she  did  before;  that  the  extreme  sensitiveness  other  uterine 
organs  will  render  marriage,  in  all  sexual  respects,  a  very  painful 
condition  ;  that  conception  will  be  less  likely  to  occur  than  in  an- 
other woman,  and  that  if  it  should,  pregnancy  and  labor  will  be 
attended  by  far  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  distress.  If  this 
be  so,  however,  you  must  see  how  cogent  the  reasons  are  for, treat- 
ing dysmenorrhoea  more  gravely  than  may  at  first  sight  appear 
necessary.  Good  taste  and  good  feeling  will  not  fail  to  guide 
you  in  selecting  the  best  way  of  conveying  your  opinions  to  your 
patient  and  her  friends,  and  you  will  most  likely  find  a  ready  ac- 
quiescence in  your  directions  so  soon  as  the  grounds  on  which 
they  rest  are  clearly  understood. 

In  the  congestive  form  of  dysmenorrhoea,  anodynes  no  longer 
furnish  the  ready  resource  for  the  relief  of  present  suflering  which 
they  supply  in  the  neuralgic  variety  of  the  afiection.  The  uterus 
and  the  pelvic  viscera  generally  are  overloaded  with  blood,  and  it 
is  only  by  its  abstraction  that  we  can  relieve  the  patient.  .Cupping 
to  the  sacrum,  or  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium, 
the  anus,  or  the  uterus  itself,  are  the  means  by  which  this  end  is  to 
be  accomplished.  It  is  not  in  general,  however,  that  the  abstraction 
of  so  large  a  quantity  of  blood  as  seems  implied  in  the  application 
of  the  cupping-glasses  is  necessary  or  desirable.  The  great  benefit 
of  leeching  the  hypogastric  or  iliac  region  seems  to  be  confined  to 
those  cases  in  which  the  pain,  referred  especially  to  the  sides  of  the 
pelvis,  indicates  the  ovaries  to  be  its  seat ;  -but  in  other  cases  it  is 
decidedly  inferior  in  efiicacy  to  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
anus.  These  modes  of  abstracting  blood  can  be  resorted  to  at  any 
time,  even  just  before  menstruation  or  during  the  presence  of  the 
discharge ;  leeches  cannot,  however,  be  ap|)lied  to  the  uterus  itself 
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within  three  or  four  days  of  an  expected  menstruation  without 
considerable  risk  of  disturbing  the  regularitj'  of  its  return. 

When  depletion  has  been  resorted  to,  the  tepid  hip-bath  will 
generally  aftbrd  some  relief,  while  afterwards  the  patient  should 
remain  in  bed,  and  take  some  diaphoretic  saline,  such  as  the  liquor 
ammonite  acetatis,  combined  with  small  doses  of  henbane  or  of 
opium,  the  efficacy  of  which  remedy  will  in  these  cases  be  much 
increased  by  combining  it  with  nauseating  doses  of  tartar  emetic. 
In  some  cases  of  this  description  the  direct  narcotics  in  any  form 
or  combination  are  ill  borne,  exciting  much  constitutional  dis- 
turbance, and  relieving  the  pain  but  little  or  not  at  all.  Ipe- 
cacuanha in  grain  or  half-grain  doses,  every  hour  till  a  decided 
nauseating  efiect  is  produced,  is  in  these  circumstances  sometimes 
of  very  great  service,  affording  much  relief  to  the  pain,  and  also 
lessening  the  amount  of  discharge,  which  otherwise  not  infre- 
quently becomes  over-profuse  about  the  second  or  third  day  of 
menstruation. 

The  treatment  of  the  patients  at  the  menstrual  period  comprises, 
however,  only  a  small  part  of  what  is  needed  to  bring  about  their 
cure.  Though  relieved  for  a  season  by  the  flow  of  blood,  as  is 
generally  the  case,  the  symptoms  by  degrees  return  before  the 
next  period  comes  on.  It  is  during  this  interval  that  so  much  is 
gained  by  local  depletion  of  the  uterus;  a  proceeding  which, 
although  abundantly  simple,  I  may,  perhaps,  as  well  stop  for  a 
moment  to  describe  to  you. 

Leeches,  when  applied  to  the  womb,  generally  produce  a  much 
greater  flow  of  blood  than  follows  their  application  to  any  external 
part ;  and  four,  or  at  the  most  six,  are  therefore  as  many  as  it  is 
desirable  to  put  on  at  one  time.  Metallic  tubes,  perforated  with 
holes  at  one  end,  and  capable  of  being  closed  by  a  plug  at  the 
other,  and  some  other  similar  contrivances,  are  sold  in  instrument 
makers'  shops,  and  are  very  useful  for  servants  or  nurses,  when- 
ever they  are  intrusted  with  the  operation  of  leeching  the  womb. 
I  prefer,  however,  to  employ  a  speculum,  and  general!}^  use  one  of 
Fergusson's  reflecting  glass  speculums,  by  which  you  can  both 
ascertain  more  exactly  the  part  to  which  to  apply  the  leeches,  and 
also,  if  the  os  uteri  be  at  all  open,  have  the  opportunity  of  inserting 
into  it  a  little  bit  of  cotton-wool,  in  order  to  prevent  the  leeches 
biting  within  the  canal  of  the  cervix;  since  that  accident  always 
gives  most  acute  pain,  though  otherwise  the  operation  is  attentled 
by  very  little  sutfering.  The  speculum  being  introduced  and 
adjusted  as  the  patient  lies  upon  her  left  side,  the  leeches  are  put 
into  it,  and  then  pushed  up  to  the  uterus  by  means  of  a  little 
cotton-wool  or  lint,  which  may  be  withdrawn  in  five  or  ten  minutes, 
the  leeches  having  generally  bitten  by  that  time.  Now  and  then 
a  leech,  crawling  out  of  tlic  speculum,  will  make  its  way  down 
between  the  instrument  and  the  vaginal  wall,  and  fixing  on  the 
external  parts,  will  cause  much  pain  ;  but  a  little  care  will  enable 
you  to  guard  against  any  such  mischance.  I  would  not  have  taken 
up  your  time  with  details  which  may  seem  so  trivial,  if  it  were  not 
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that  in  the  country  you  may  be  unable  to  command  the  services  of 
a  class  of  women  who  in  London  get  a  very  good  living  by  leeching 
the  uterus  under  medical  direction.  After  the  leeches  have  come 
away,  a  warm  hip-bath  is  generally  a  comfort  to  the  patient ;  and, 
unless  the  bleeding  has  been  very  profuse,  is  desirable  as  a  means 
of  promoting  it,  on  the  same  principle  as  we  often  put  on  a  poul- 
tice after  the  appHcation  of  leeches  externally.  The  evening  is 
generall}^  the  best  season  for  applying  leeches  to  the  womb,  in 
order  that  the  rest  and  sleep  of  the  coming  night  may  relieve  the 
patient,  jaded  and  wearied  by  the  discomfort  of  the  operation. 

I  may  just  add,  that  it  has  been  advised,  as  a  more  expeditious 
and  less  irksome  mode  of  depleting  the  uterus,  to  scarify  its  lips 
through  a  speculum  by  means  of  a  sharp  lancet  affixed  to  a  long 
handle.  Such  scarifications  are  by  no  means  painful,  and  in  some 
instances  where  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  lips  of  the 
uterus  is  the  seat  of  undue  vascularity,  and  presents  a  peculiar 
granular,  abraded  appearance,  I  have  seen  much  benefit  result 
from  it,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  scarification  of  the  palpebral 
conjunctiva  sometimes  does  much  good  in  strumous  and  other 
forms  of  ophthalmia.  We  cannot,  however,  abstract  by  this  means 
any  considerable  amount  of  blood;  and  whenever  there  is  much 
congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  uterine  substance,  which  we  are 
anxious  to  relieve  by  depletion,  leeches  to  the  part  are  always  to 
be  preferred. 

Depletion,  attention  to  the  bowels,  a  nutritious  but  unstimulat- 
ing  diet,  and  all  those  little  precautions  which  come  under  the 
somewhat  vagne  denomination  of  attention  to  the  general  health, 
must  in  all  of  these  cases  engage  our  care  during  the  intervals 
between  each  menstrual  period.  When  to  this  I  add,  that  the 
backache,  if  not  relieved  by  a  plaster,  generally  yields  to  a  croton 
oil  liniment,  sufficiently  w^eak  not  to  produce  a  troublesome  pustu- 
lar eruption,  and  that  small  blisters  in  one  or  other  iliac  region 
usually  mitigate  the  pain  referred  to  the  situation  of  the  ovaries, 
I  think  I  have  given  you  all  the  special  directions  which  are  ap- 
plicable to  cases  of  this  description. 

I  have,  howerer,  referred  to  some  instances  in  which  the  painful 
menstruation  is  associated  with  various  evidences  of  a  rheumatic 
or  gouty  diathesis,  and  such  cases  are  both  peculiarly  painful  and 
peculiarly  intractable.  Colchicum  is  often  of  much  utility,  and 
during  the  paroxysm  twenty  or  thirty  minims  of  the  tincture  in 
combination  with  small  doses  of  laudanum  and  of  antimonial 
wine,  will  often  give  more  relief  than  any  other  remedies,  and 
prove  especially  useful  when  large  doses  of  narcotics  will  be  of 
no  service.  The  treatment  during  the  menstrual  intervals  is  of 
particular  importance  to  this  class  of  patients,  and  yet  so  various 
are  the  symptoms  in  different  cases,  that  -it  is  impossible  to  lay 
down  any  definite  plan  as  applicable  to  all.  So  long  as  the  bowels 
are  very  constipated,  as  the  tongue  is  foul,  and  the  urine  loaded 
with  lithates,  colchicum  may  be  given  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
combined  with  the  sulphate  and  carbonate  of  magnesia,  and   a 
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small  dose  of  blue  pill  or  gray  powder  with  the  extract  of  poppy  or 
of  henbane  at  night.  When  the  constipated  state  of  the  bowels  has 
been  overcome,  the  acetous  extract  of  colchicum  may  still  be 
continued  at  night,  while  during  the  day  some  mild  tonic  is  given, 
such  as  the  nitromuriatic  acid  with  extract  of  taraxacum,  or  the 
liquor  cinchonas  and  taraxacum  ;  for  with  the  disposition  to  local 
plethora  and  congestion  there  is  almost  always  associated  a  gen- 
eral want  of  power  in  the  system.  AYhile  the  tonic  plan  is  gen- 
erally pursued,  any  increase  of  pain,  or  irritability  of  the  bladder, 
or  an  increased  deposit  of  lithates  in  the  urine,  will  call  for  a 
return  to  the  use  of  the  colchicum,  and  its  employment  with 
greater  frequency.  The  persistence  of  the  symptoms  and  the  pres- 
ence of  a  profuse  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  as  well  as  of  an  habitual 
excess  of  lithates,  indicates  the  employment  of  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassium, which  is  often  of  great  service  when  the  colchicum  has 
already  disappointed  our  expectations.  The  dysuriain  these  cases 
is  frequently  much  relieved  by  the  patient  drinking  Vichy  water 
instead  of  spring  water ;  while  the  form  of  tonic  that  in  general 
suits  best  is  the  citrate  of  iron  in  doses  not  exceeding  five  grains 
twice  a  day,  for  which  the  Vichy  water,  sweetened  with  a  little 
syrup  of  orange-peel,  is  a  very  agreeable  vehicle.  Lastly,  when 
this  condition  has  existed  for  years,  it  becomes,  I  fear,  almost  in- 
curable. The  waters  of  Carlsbad  and  of  Wiesbaden  do,  indeed, 
eiiect  something  towards  the  alleviation  of  the  patient's  suiier- 
ings,  sometimes,  perhaps,  even  bring  about  a  cure,  but  at  the  best 
slowly,  uncertainly,  and  leave  behind  a  great  disposition  to  relapse. 
Hence  the  wealthy  lose  heart  at  what  seems  to  be  a  never-ending 
treatment,  requiring  to  be  renewed  year  after  year,  and  imposing, 
as  the  price  of  even  moderate  success,  strict  self-denial,  and  precau- 
tions which  almost  exclude  from  society  those  who  observe  them. 
The  poor,  unable  to  aiford  the  luxury  of  illness,  are  at  least  as 
unfortunate,  and  endure  a  life  of  wearing  pain,  all  the  more  in- 
tolerable, perhaps,  from  its  depending  on  no  dangerous  disease, 
and  tending  but  little  to  shorten  an  existence  which  it  yet  renders 
extreraelj^  miserable. 

With  reference  to  the  last  form  of  dysmenorrhoea — namely,  that 
dependent  on  the  permanent  contraction  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri, 
and  the  consequent  mechanical  impediment  to  tlie  escape  of  the 
menstrual  fluid — I  have  already  expressed  my  conviction  of  its  rare 
occurrence,  and  am  far  from  being  alone  in  this  opinion,^  In 
some  instances  in  which  this  was  supposed  to  bo  the  cause  of 
piiinfiil  menstruation,  the  result  of  ciircPul  examination  has  been  to 
show  that  the  cervix  was  small,  and  its  canal  narrow,  Just  because 
the  sexual  organs  generally  were  undeveloped.  Such  cases  I  need 
not  say,  arc  not  cases  of  mechanical  dysmenorrhoea,  nor  to  be 
relieved  by  any  attempt  at  dilating  the  cervix.  Nor,  indeed,  as  I 
liavo  alr('a<ly  stated,  are  the  fiynii)toins  of  menstrual  obstruction 
which  accompany  many  cases  of  neuralgic  or  congestive  dysnienor- 

'  See  with  reference  to  this  very  point,  tlio  remarks  of  M.  Ai'iui,  op.  ci/.,  j).  824 
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rhoea,  to  be  looked  on  as  conclusive  evidence  of  abiding  contrac- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  womb.  I  agree  with  M.  Aran  in  regarding 
as  the  best  proof  of  that  condition,  the  painful  discharge  of  small 
coagula,  recurring  at  several  successive  monthly  periods,  instead 
of  an  outflow  of  healthy  menstrual  fluid. 

To  judge,  indeed,  by  the  multiplicity  of  contrivances  which  of 
late  years  have  been  employed  for  the  purpose  of  dilating  the  cervix 
uteri,  you  would  be  led  to  a  different  conclusion  from  that  which  I 
believe  to  be  the  right  one ;  and  would  suppose  that  the  existence 
of  a  narrow  cervix  uteri  was  of  great  frequency.  In  addition  to 
ordinary  bougies,  such  as  were  employed  by  Dr.  Mackintosh,  and  to 
bougies  of  flexible  metal,  which  have  been  found  in  some  respects 
more  convenient,  metallic  stems  with  bulbous  ends  have  been  in- 
troduced, and  left  in  the  cervical  canal  for  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time ; 
and  these  stems  have  been  recently  modified  by  constructing  them 
of  two  different  metals  with  the  view  of  obtaining  some  kind  of 
galvanic  action  in  the  interior  of  the  uterus.  These  ingenious  con- 
trivances are  the  inventions  of  Professor  Simpson  of  Edinburgh.  I 
apprehend,  however,  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  galvanic  rings  which 
some  time  ago  were  sold  about  the  streets  for  the  cure  of  neuralgic 
and  rheumatic  affections,  so  in  the  case  of  these  stems,  the  amount  of 
galvanic  action  set  up  must  be  too  slight  to  exert  any  real  influence ; 
while,  independent  of  the  difficulty  which  there  always  is,  especi- 
ally if  the  vagina  be  narrow,  in  their  introduction,  the  effect  of 
allowing  metallic  bougies  to  remain  for  any  considerable  time  in 
contact  with  the  interior  of  the  uterus  has  almost  always  appeared 
to  me  to  be  that  of  producing  very  considerable  suffering. 

Besides  the  gradual  dilatation  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  by 
.bougies,  instruments  not  unlike  the  speculum  matricis  of  the  an- 
cients have  been  devised  for  forcibly  widening  it,  literally  screw- 
ing it  open,  and  others  for  incising  it  by  means  of  a  histoire  cache. 
I  am  perfectly  at  a  loss  as  to  the  principle  upon  which  these  in- 
struments are  recommended.  If  the  cervix  uteri  be  wide  enough 
to  admit  them,  I  do  not  see  how  its  narrowness  can  offer  a  mechani- 
cal impediment  to  the  escape  of  the  menses.  I  can,  however, 
readily  understand  that  the  uterus  may  suffer  severely  from  the 
violence  offered  to  it,  and  indeed  have  known  pelvic  abscesses 
succeed  to  some  of  these  manipulations. 

These  proceedings  are,  I  believe,  much  less  frequently  resorted 
to  now,  since  the  mischief  to  which  they  are  likely  to  lead  has 
become  more  evident  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  I  cannot, ' 
however,  refrain,  now  that  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  from 
warning  you  against  plausible  errors  such  as  led  to  this  practice ; 
errors  into  which  you  are  all  the  more  likely  to  fall,  from  their 
being  of  a  kind  to  receive  speedy  currency  among  our  patients. 
Non-professional  persons  cannot  understand  the  reasons  which 
induce  us  to  adopt  one  course  of  medical  treatment  instead  of 
another;  but  they  can  quite  understand  the  popularized  pathology 
which  tells  them  that  they  menstruate  with  pain  because  the  pas- 
sage of  the  womb  is  too  narrow,  and  in  the  hope  of  a  cure  will 
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submit  witli  readiness  to  almost  any  amount  of  mechanical  treat- 
ment ;  and  will  perhaps  draw  comparisons  between  the  doctor  who 
is  resorting  to  very  needless  interference  and  the  less  officious 
person  who  did  no  more  than  the  necessities  of  the  case  required — 
comparisons,  I  scared}^  need  say,  very  unfavorable  to  the  latter. 

If  now,  after  taking  all  possible  care  to  avoid  mistakes,  you  still 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  painful  menstruation  is,  in  part,  if 
not  altogether,  due  to  the  narrow  cervical  canal,  I  think  you  will 
find  a  set  of  flexible  metallic  bougies  the  best  and  most  convenient 
means  for  dilating  the  passage.  Those  which  I  use  correspond  in 
size  with  the  sounds  employed  by  surgeons  for  examining  the 
bladder;  but  I  have  had  a  notch  made  at  two  and  a  half  inches 
from  the  extremity,  in  order  to  be  able  to  tell  how  far  the  instru- 
ment has  been  introduced.  Five  or  ten  minutes  are,  I  think,  as 
long  a  time  as  it  is  desirable  to  allow  the  bougies  to  remain  ;  but 
they  should  be  introduced  daily,  and  their  employment  should  not 
be  discontinued  until  the  canal  admits  one  corresponding  to  the 
ordinary  No.  9  bougie.  If  after  fi^equent  attempts  the  bougie  can 
be  introduced  only  a  short  distance,  a  prepared  sponge  tent,  such 
as  Professor  Simpson  was  the  first  to  bring  into  use,  should  be 
introduced,  and  then  a  larger,  and  still  larger,  till  ill  the  course  of 
a  couple  of  days  the  cervix  will  be  widely  dilated  throughout:  or 
else  we  shall  find  the  point  at  which  a  decided  impassable  contrac- 
tion exists.  In  the  only  case  in  which  I  discovered  this  state  of 
things,  the  patient's  sufferings  dated  from  a  severe  confinement, 
and  the  stricture  close  to  the  internal  os  uteri  would  not  allow  the 
passage  of  the  smallest  catgut  bougie.  In  this  instance  I  employed 
Staflbrd's  instrument  for  dividing  impermeable  urethral  stricture ; 
and  the  result  of  this  proceeding,  and  of  the  subsequent  introduc- . 
tion  at  first  of  sponge  tents,  and  afterwards  of  metallic  bougies,  to 
keep  the  passage  pervious,  was  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory. 

In  no  other  case,  however,  has  the  employment  of  a  cufting 
instrument  for  widening  a  narrow  cervix  uteri  appeared  to  me 
either  necessary  or  proper. 
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the  puerperal  state,  must  needs  present  mucli  tliat  is  defective  in 
arrangement  and  incomplete  in  execution.  These  defects,  how- 
ever, appear  to  me  to  be  a  smaller  evil  than  would  he  the  occupy- 
ing of  much  of  your  time  with  the  reconsideration  of  subjects 
such  puerperal  fever,  or  phlegmasia  dolens,  which  have  already 
come  before  your  notice  in  the  lectures  on  midwifery,  and  which, 
besides,  have  engaged,  and  to  such  good  purpose,  the  attention  of 
many  writers  both  in  this  country  and  on  the  continent. 

Sacrificing,  therefore,  accuracy  of  nosological  arrangement  to 
practical  convenience,  I  shall  leave  unnoticed  alike  the  special  dis- 
eases of  pregnancy,  and  the  morbid 'conditions  which  follow  im- 
mediately on  delivery.  We  shall  find,  however,  over  and  over 
again,  that  conception,  pregnancy,  and  delivery,  are  among  the 
most  frequent  exciting  causes  of  disorder  of  the  sexual  functions, 
and  of  diseases  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  also  that  many  ailments 
which  come  under  our  care,  days,  or  weeks,  or  even  months  after- 
wards, admit  of  being  traced  back  'uninterruptedly  to  their  com- 
mencement in  a  miscarriage,  or  a  severe  confinement,  or  in  some 
interruption  to  the  changes  that  should  occur  in  the  puerperal 
state.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  all  the  diseases  which  are 
the  result  of  mflammatio7i,  or  of  kindred  processes,  such  as  pelvic 
abscesses,  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus,  induration  of  its  cervix,  or 
ulceration  of  its  orifice,  with  all  the  varied  forms  of  menstrual 
disorder  and  of  leucorrhoeal  discharge  which  attend  upon  them. 

The  active  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  sexual  organs,  which 
threaten  life  soon  after  delivery^  are  not,  however,  those  whose 
sequelae  most  frequently  present  themselves  to  our  notice  in  hos- 
pital practice,  or  call  for  our  attention  in  private.  In  many  of 
these  the  local  mischief  is  but  a  part  of  the  disease,  one  of  the 
consequences  of  that  altered  condition  of  the  blood  in  which  the 
essence  of  puerperal  fever  consists,  and  contributes  only  in  a 
secondary  degree  to  imperil  or  destroy  the  patient's  life.  In  such 
cases,  if  the  patient  survive  the  constitutional  malady,  the  local 
mischief  is  slowly  but  surely  repaired  during  the  course  of  her 
tedious  convalescence,  and  the  sexual  organs,  restored  to  their  in- 
tegrity, resume  in  time  the  healthy  performance  of  their  functions. 
In  other  instances,  where  the  afi:ection  has  been  from  the  com^ 
mencement  purely  local,  the  severity  of  the  attack  and  the  in- 
tensity of  the  suffering  usually  lead  to  corresponding  activity  and 
decision  in  the  treatment,  while  the  sense  of  past  danger  inspires 
in  the  patient  and  her  friends  the  observance  of  most  minute  pre- 
cautious until  her  health  is  completely  re-established.  Hence  it 
results  that  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  inflammation  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  womb,  of  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appendages,  or 
of  suppuration  in  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue,  which  date  back  to 
pregnancy,  miscarriage,  or  delivery,  weeks  or  months  before,  are 
not  only  chronic  in  their  course,  but  were  attended  from  the  very 
outset  by  symptoms  of  comparatively  slight  severity,  and  mani- 
fested themselves  by  a  state  of  ailing  rather  than  of  serious  illness ; 
or  succeeded  to  a  sort  of  imperfect  convalescence,  for  the  incom- 
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pleteness  of  whose  character  no  adequate  cause  appeared  for  some 
time  assignable. 

One  result  of  inflammation  succeeding  to  miscarriage  or  delivery 
is  to  check  that  process  of  involution  hy  ivhich  the  zvomb  ought  to  be 
restored  in  a  few  weeks  to  the  size  and  condition  which  it  presented 
before  pregnancy  began.  If  you  examine  the  body  of  a  woman 
who  died  of  uterine  inflammation  after  delivery,  one  of  the  first 
things  to  arrest  your  attention  will  be  the  large  size  of  the  womb, 
which,  after  the  lapse  of  four  or  five  days,  will  be  found  to  be  as 
large  as  the  healthy  womb  when  only  twenty-four  or  thirty-six 
hours  have  passed  since  the  completion  of  labor.  This  increased 
size  of  the  uterus,  too,  is  not  due  simply  to  its  natural  contractions 
being  arrested,  nor  to  the  unusual  atflux  of  blood  towards  it,  nor 
to  the  eftusion  of  the  products  of  inflammation  into  its  substance, 
though  possibly  all  of  these  causes  may  in  various  degrees  con- 
tribute to  it ;  but  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  mere  suppres- 
sion of  those  changes  which  ought  to  occur  after  delivery,  and 
with  whose  nature  the  microscope  has  m^ade  us  in  some  measure 
acquainted.  In  a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  a  large  amount  of 
the  blood  previously  supplied  to  the  uterus  is  at  once  cut  ofi'  by 
the  powerful  contractions  which  either  completel}'  close  the  vessels 
distributed  through  its  substance,  or  at  any  rate  greatly  diminish 
their  calibre.  Its  tissue  having  performed  the  function  for  which 
it  was  raised  during  pregnancy  to  so  high  a  degree  of  development, 
undergoes,  as  other  tissues  do  previous  to  removal,  a  process  of 
degradation  or  fatty  degeneration  ;  and  having  thus  become  more 
readily  susceptible  of  removal,  is  either  absorbed,  or  is  discharged 
with  the  lochia  from  the  interior  of  the  womb.  For  some  three  or 
four  weeks,  little  else  goes  on  besides  this  process  of  degradation 
and  removal,  and  this  is  much  more  active  during  the  second 
week^  after  delivery,  than  either  before  or  after  that  period.  There 
next  begins  a  process  of  reconstruction  of  the  organ  ;  and  nuclei, 
and  caudate  cells,  and  elements  of  new  fibres  are  formed,  which 
await  only  the  stimulus  of  a  fresh  conception  to  attain  the  same 
perfection  of  structure  as  was  manifest  in  the  former  uterus. 
Observers  are  not  altogether  agreed  as  to  how  soon  this  repara- 
tive action  begins;  whether  it  is  quite  secondary'  to  the  removal 
of  the  elements  of  the  old  uterus,  or  Avhether,  as  seems  indeed 
most  likely,  removal  of  the  old  and  construction  of  the  new  go 
on  actively  at  the  same  time.  The  interior  of  thej uterus  under- 
goes changes  as  considerable  as  those  which  take  place  in  its 
substance;  and  it  is  not  until  its  lining  membrane,  Avith  the  ex- 
ce|)tion  of  that  of  the  cervix,  lias  been  several  times  reproduced 
and  then  cast  off  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration,  that  it  resumes 
the  same  condition  as  before  impregiuxtion.^ 

'  According  to  Hoschl,  Wienei-  Zcitschrift,  and  Schmidt,  Jdhrbiichc?-.,  vol.  Ixxvii, 
1853,  p.  341. 

2  'J'lic  l)cst  microscopic  observations  on  this  subject  arc  those  of  the  late  rran;^ 
Kiliiin  in  Ilfinle's  Zril.ichr!/t,  vol.  viii,  p.  f).'],  and  vol.  i.v,  p.  1,  with  which  those 
of  lloschl,  loc.  cii.,  generally  correspond,  though  there  are  some  dillerences  between 
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The  occurrence  of  inflammation  appears  to  interrupt  these  pro- 
cesses, for  though  fatty  degeneration  of  the  tissues  takes  place, 
yet  the  removal  of  the  useless  material  is  but  imperfectly  accom- 
plished, while  the  elements  of  the  new  uterus  are  themselves,  as 
soon  as  produced,  subjected  to  the  same  alteration,  and  the  organ 
remains,  long  after  all  active  mischief  has  passed  away,  increased 
in  size,  and  at  the  same  time  composed  of  a  tissue  inapt  for  all 
the  physiological  processes  of  conception,  pregnancy,  and  child- 
bearing.  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  you  the  intimate  nature  of  the 
changes  which  the  uterine  substance  in  these  cases  may  afterwards 
undergo,  for  the  microscope  here  leaves  us  for  the  present  at  fault, 
and  many  circumstances  will  always  render  the  investigation  of 
the  effects  of  inflammation,  and  of  its  kindred  processes  when 
seated  in  the  womb,  particularly  difficult.  It  must,  however,  be 
at  once  apparent,  that  after  inflammation  has  passed  away,  its 
effects  may  remain  in  the  larger  size  and  altered  structure  of  the 
womb,  and  that  the  very  nature  of  these  changes  will  be  such  as 
to  render  the  repair  of  the  damaged  organ  both  unlikely  to  occur, 
and  slow  to  be  accomplished,  and  must  leave  it  in  a  condition  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  be  aggravated  during  the  fluctuations  of  circula- 
tion, and  alternations  of  activity  and  repose,  to  which  the  female 
sexual  system  is  liable.  It  must  also  be  obvious  that  for  these 
results  to  be  produced,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  the  inflam- 
mation be  very  severe  in  character,  but  that  a  degree  of  inflamma- 
tory action  far  short  of  what  is  requisite  to  endanger  life  or  to 
occasion  much  suffering,  may  yet  interpose  a  great  obstacle  to  the 
complete  involution  of  the  womb. 

The  importance  of  this  condition  is  due  less  to  the  symptoms 
to  which  it  gives  rise,  so  long  as  it  remains  uncomplicated,  than  to 
the  circumstance,  that  complications  of  some  kind  or  other  are 
very  apt  to  occur;  that  the  heavy  uterus  is  very  likely  to  become 
prolapsed,  or  the  enlarged  uterus  to  become  the  seat  of  permanent 
congestion,  or  to  be  attacked  by  chronic  inflammation.  A  sense 
of  weight  in  the  pelvis,  more  or  less  bearing  down,  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  excessive  and  over-frequent  menstruation,  are  seldom 
absent  when  any  considerable  uterine  enlargement  exists,  and  in 
general  the  size  of  the  womb  and  the  severity  of  the  symptoms 
are  in  direct  proportion  to  each  other. 

One  of  the  best-marked  instances  of  this  deficient  involution  of 
the  uterus  which  I  have  met  with,  occurred  in  the  person  of  a 
woman  aged  thirty-one,  who  had  been  married  twelve  years,  and 
had  given  birth  to  five  children  at  the  full  period,  and  had  also 
miscarried  three  times.  Her  last  abortion  occurred  at  the  third 
m.onth,  six  weeks  before  her  admission  into  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  Since  this  abortion  she  had  suffered  from  shooting 
pains  at  the  lower  part  of  the  back  and  hi  the  abdomen,  from 

their  statements  in  points  of  detail.  Dr.  Simpson  was,  I  believe,  the  first  to  call 
attention  to  the  practical  bearings  of  the  subject.  See  his  Conti-ibutions  to  Obstetric 
Pathology,  vol.  i,  p.  26. 
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bearing  down  pain  during'  ever}^  effort  at  defecation,  and  from  a 
constant  sanguineons  discharge,  by  which  she  had  been  much  ex- 
hausted. The  medical  man  under  whose  care  she  had  been,  told 
her  that  she  had  a  tumor  in  the  womb.  On  examination  the 
uterus  was  found  low  down,  completely  retroverted,  the  os  uteri 
being  directed  forwards,  and  only  a  short  distance  from  the  vulva. 
Almost  immediately  behind  the  os,  the  uterus  swelled  out  into  a 
globular  tumor  of  tlie  size  of  a  small  apple,  elastic  to  the  touch. 
The  canal  of  the  cervix  was  open  so  as  to  admit  the  finger  with- 
out difficulty.  On  introducing  the  uterine  sound,  it  passed,  with 
the  concavity  turned  backward,  for  a  distance  of  five  inches  and 
three-quarters,  and  on  turning  it  round,  the  tumor  previously  dis- 
tinguished completely  disappeared.^ 

The  patient  was  kept  quiet  in  bed,  was  allowed  a  little  wine 
and  meat  diet,  and  the  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  the  canal  of  the 
cervix  contracted  under  the  use  of  the  ergot  of  rye,  though  no 
sensible  uterine  action  was  excited  by  the  remedy.  She  afterwards 
took  preparations  of  iron,  and  began  the  employment  of  the  cold 
douche  to  the  uterus,  by  which  she  was  already  much  benefited, 
though  the  uterus  was  not  much  diminished  in  size,  when  the 
outbreak  of  small-pox  in  the  ward  compelled  me  to  discharge  her 
eighteen  days  after  her  admission.  I  saw  her  three  months  after- 
wards; her  health  was  much  improved,  but  she  complained  of 
profuse  menstruation,  returning  every  fortnight,  and  her  womb 
was  retroverted,  though  it  was  much  smaller. than  before.  At 
the  end  of  rather  more  than  three  ^^ears  she  again  came  under . 
my  notice,  having  in  the  interval  miscarried  several  times  at  an 
early  period  of  pregnancy.  Her  uterus  -yvas  still  retroverted,  and 
the  abortions  were  probably  due  to  the  organ  having  been  bound 
down  by  adhesions  in  this  unnatural  position.  It  had,  however, 
greatly  diminished  in  size,  and  was  now  little  if  at  all  larger  than 
the  healthy  womb. 

Besides  thiaform  of  uterine  enlargement  from  defective  involu- 
tion, there  is  another,  occasionally,  though  much  less  frequently 
met  with,  in  which  the  enlargement  of  the  womb  takes  place  inde- 
pendent of  previous  pregnancy,  and  is  the  result  of  a  more  genuine 
hyijertrophy.  Cases  of  this  kind,  which  I  have  met  with  exclu- 
sively in  women  who  have  lived  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  in 
childless  marriage,  present  themselves  in  most  instances  without 
any  definite  clue  to  their  history;  a  sense  of  weight  in  the  pelvis, 
pain  usually  of  a  burning  character,  and  hemorrhages  having 

1  Dr.  Matthow.s  Duncan  hn?  df-^criliod,  in  Edivhnrcih  Mnvfhly  Jo>n-nnl,  .Tiino 
1850,  p.  1057,  some  cases  in  which  ho  bolievos  that,  indopondcntly  of  any  disease 
of  the  uterus,  there  existed  a  state  of  unnatural  jiatency  of  t'le  Fnilo]iian  tube  on 
one  side,  adniiltiiif;;  of  the;  passaujo  of  the  uterine  sound  aloni;-  it  for  several  inches. 
iSucl)  a  state,  l.oweviT,  which  is  j)rohably  one  of  consideral)li^  rarity,  is  not  likely 
to  be  confounded  with  instances  of  enlari^ement  of  the  womb  itself,  since  an  ordi- 
nary viif^inal  cfxamitiiition  would  at  once  inform  us  whetiier  or  no  that  oru;an  is 
lurfjer  and  heavier  and  less  movable  tiian  natural,  conditions  which  were  absent 
in  the  instances  that  Dr.  Duncan  relati;s  of  dilated  Falidpian  tube. 
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gradually  come  on,  and  forced  tliemselves  by  their  slowly-increas- 
ing severity  (sometimes  not  till  after  tlie  lapse  of  years)  on  the 
patient's  notice.  Excessive  or  intemperate  sexual  intercourse  does 
not  produce  it,  though  that  leads  to  its  own  train  of  evils ;  but 
there  has,  in  many  instances,  seemed  to  be  good  reason  for  asso- 
ciating the  condition  with  the  imperfect  performance  of  that  func- 
tion, and  sometimes  the  evidences  of  this  being  the  case  have  been 
conclusive. 

Some  years  ago  I  saw  a  lady,  aged  forty-three,  who,  during 
thirteen  years  of  married  life,  had  never  been  pregnant.  She  had 
always  menstruated  painfully,  and  rather  profusely ;  and  both 
these  ailments  had  by  degrees  grown  worse,  and  this  especially 
during  the  last  few  months.  She  complained  of  sense  of  weight 
and  dragging  immediately  on  making  any  attempt  to  walk,  and 
induced  even  by  remaining  long  in  the  sitting  posture.  The  bowels 
were  constipated,  and  defecation  w^as  difficult.  Menstruation  was 
very  profuse,  accompanied  by  discharge  of  coagula,  while  at 
uncertain  intervals  during  its  continuance  most  violent  paroxysms 
of  uterine  pain  came  on.  On  examination,  the  enlarged  uterus 
was  distinctly  felt  above  the  symphysis  pubis  as  large  as  the 
doubled  fist,  and  per  vaginam  the  whole  organ  was  found  much 
enlarged  and  much  heavier  than  natural ;  the  cervix  large  and 
thick,  but  not  indurated ;  the  os  uteri  small  and  circular ;  and  the 
hymen  was  entire. 

East,  attention  to  the  bowels,  locaf  leeching  every  fortnight, 
continued  for  several  months,  together  with  the  careful  employ- 
ment of  preparations  of  iron  combined  with  small  doses  of  the 
iodide  of  potassium,  were  followed  by  the  gradual  suppression  of 
the  menorrhagia,  by  great  diminution  of  all  the  patient's  painful 
sensations,  and  by  marked  lessening  of  the  size  of  the  uterus.  I 
believe,  too,  that  in  most  cases,  a  similar  plan  of  treatment,  coupled 
of  course  with  temporary  separation  from  her  husband's  bed,  will 
be  followed  by  improvement,  and,  if  long  enough  persevered  in, 
by  complete  recovery  of  the  patient.  In  the  instance  I  have  just 
related,  the  patient's  age  and  the  number  of  years  that  she  had 
already  been  married  put  aside  all  question  as  to  the  possibility, 
or  at  least  the  probability,  of  her  becoming  pregnant.  A  some- 
what similar  state  of  things  is,  however,  sometimes  observed  in 
younger  women,  and  within  a  few  months  after  marriage ;  and 
the  state  of  the  husband's  virile  powers  will  be  a  point  concerning 
which  it  will  be  your  duty  in  these  cases  to  make  some  inquiry, 
and  perhaps  even  to  oft'er  some  suggestion.  You  must  bear  in 
mind  that  not  only  the  old  rake,  but  also  the  hard  student,  or  the 
man  who  has  long  led  a  life  of  perfect  chastity,  often  has  but 
feeble  sexual  power.  Such  a  person  marries :  anxiety  for  children, 
or  some  of  those  complex  feelings  which -at  once  come  into  play 
in  all  matters  concerning  the  generative  functions,  lead  him  to 
over-frequent  attempts  at  sexual  congress.  The  act  is  incompletely 
performed ;  nervous  apprehension  leads  to  its  still  more  frequent 
attempt  and  its  more  incomplete  performance;  and,  unless  by 
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good  fortmie  pregnancy  has  taken  place  very  soon  after  marriage, 
a  condition  of  permanent  uterine  congestion  is  induced,  which 
leads  to  hypertrophy  of  the  organ,  and  the  wife  becomes  as  inapt 
for  conception  as  the  husband  is  for  procreation.  But  I  have  said 
enough  concerning  a  matter  which  I  would  gladly  have  left  un- 
noticed ;  your  own  good  sense  will  suggest  to  you  what  advice  to 
give,  and  your  good  taste  will  dictate  to  you  how  best  to  give  it. 

Over  and  over  again  in  the  course  of  these  Lectures,  I  shall 
have  to  speak  of  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus  as  a  secondary  result 
of  many  other  ailments  of  the  organ,  and  as  greatly  increasing 
the  difficulty  of  their  cure.  If  fibrous  tumors  form  within  its 
substance,  the  uterus  increases  in  size ;  and  this  in  a  measure 
proportionate  to  the  intimacy  of  the  relations  between  the  foreign 
body  and  the  tissue  of  the  womb.  If  the  organ  sinks  lower  down 
than  natural,  the  result  of  the  unaccustomed  irritation  to  which 
it  thereby  becomes  exposed  is  to  produce  its  enlargement,  and 
thus  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  cure  of  the  prolapse.  In  short, 
whenever  the  uterus  is  exposed  to  unusual  irritation,  it  increases 
in  size  ;  not  necessarily,  nor  I  believe  generally,  as  the  result  of 
inflammation,  but  because  the  organ  is  composed  of  formative 
material,  which  excitement  of  any  kind  will  call  into  active  de- 
velopment, though  it  is  only  under  the  stimulus  of  pregnancy 
that  development  goes  on  to  any  useful  end,  or  attains  its  full  per- 
fection. 

There  still  remains  one  form  of  simple  uterine  hypertrophy  to 
which  I  must  refer  before  passing  on  to  other  subjects.  It  is  one 
in  which  the  enlargemeyit  is  limited  to  the  neck  of  the  ivomh,  ^  and 
sometimes  even  involves  only  one  lip,  generally  the  anterior.  In 
the  latter  case  it  is  usually  consequent  on  childbearing,  and  per- 
haps is,  strictly  speaking,  rather  a  result  of  a  partial  deficiency  of 
involution  of  the  uterus,  than  the  efiect  of  a  genuine  hypertro- 
phy of  the  part.^  When  affecting  the  whole  of  the  cervix,  it  has, 
however,  not  appeared  to  be  traceable  to  any  such  cause,  since  I 
have  met  with  it  not  only  in  sterile  women,  but  even  in  those 
who  were  unmarried.  The  ailment  seems  to  consist  of  simple 
overgrowth  of  the  part,  the  neck  of  the  womb  being  in  all  re- 
spects healthy  to  the  touch,  and  the  os  uteri  free  from  any  trace 
of  disease.  The  chief  increase  is  in  length,  the  portio  vaginalis, 
instead  of  being  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  inch  long,  measur- 
ing an  inch  and  a  half,  or  two,  or  even  three  inches.  In  those  in- 
stances in  which  the  elongation  of  the  cervix  is  most  considera- 
ble, the  uterus  sinks  down  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  so  that  the  os  uteri 

'  Tlioiitrh  noticod  boforo  by  contiiiontiil  writors,  Dr.  Evory  Konnody  \vas  tho 
first  in  tbis  country  to  cull  iitUMition  to  tbis  ntloction,  in  a  paper  ])ublit;bod  in  the 
Dahlin  MeiUcal  Journal  for  IHIJS. 

'^  'VhfVi-  arc  two  otlicr  forms  of  byi)crtr(i|ili y  of  llic  cervix  uteri  wliicb  I  sball 
consider  bcreafler  ;  one  in  wbicli  Ibc  clongatiou  of  tlie  neck  ortlu^  womb  is  a  sec- 
ondary result  <d" prolapsus  of  tbc  viij^ina  ;  tlic  otber  in  which  the  bypertrojiby  is 
limited,  or  nr'arly  so,  to  tbc  nuicous  mcinbrime,  and  in  wliit'b  the  outi^rowtb  as- 
sumes tho  frtrin  of  a  polypus,  and  has  been  described  under  that  name.  See  tho 
Lectures  on  Prolapsus  and  on  Polypus. 
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sometimes  comes  to  lie  just  within  the  orifice  of  the  vulva,  or 
even  projects  beyond  it,  giving  rise  to  many  of  the  symptoms  of 
prolapsus,  and  being  often  taken  for  it  by  the  patient. 

The  symptoms,  as  just  mentioned,  are  those  of  prolapsus,  and 
consist  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  bearing  down,  aggravated  by  any 
exertion,  and  increased  also  during  the  increased  afilux  of  blood 
towards  the  pelvis  at  each  menstrual  period.  The  condition  pre- 
sents also  a  mechanical  impediment  to  sexual  intercourse,  and 
once  or  twice  discomfort  in  the  act  has  been  the  patient's  chief 
reason  for  applying  for  relief.  I  believe  the  state  also  to  be  an  oc- 
casional cause  of  sterility,  probably  from  the  male  organ  not  com- 
ing into  contact  with  the  os  uteri,  and  from  the  consequent  diffi- 
culty in  the  access  of  the  fecundating  fluid  to  the  womb.  For 
this  effect,  however,  to  be  produced,  the  hypertrophy  must  needs 
be  considerable. 

I  know  no  cure  for  this  afffection,  except  the  removal  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  superfluous  growth.  But  as  the  condition  is  one  pro- 
ductive of  inconvenience  rather  than  of  serious  evil,  and  as  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  cervix  uteri  is  by  no  means  devoid  of 
risk,  it  is  the  wiser  course  to  leave  the  smaller  degrees  of  hyper- 
trophy without  interference.  Even  though  the  desire  of  children 
should  prompt  your  patient  to  submit  to  it,  I  should  advise  you 
to  be  very  guarded  in  the  promises  you  make  with  reference  to 
this  point,  for  it  is  quite  possible  that  there  may  be  some  deeper 
seated  reason  for  the  woman's  sterility,  one  which  no  mechanical 
proceeding  can  remedy. 

If  the  operation  is  determined  on,  the  patient  lying  on  her  back, 
and  having  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  the 
uterus  may  readily  be  drawn  down  with  hooks,  and  a  portion  of 
the  cervix  removed  by  a  pair  of  curved  blunt-pointed  scissors,  or 
by  means  of  the  ecraseur.  The  latter  instrument  seems  to  afford 
a  complete  guarantee  against  that  formidable  hemorrhage  so  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  control  by  ice,  or  by  styptics,  or  even  by  the 
most  careful  plugging  of  the  vagina,  which  used  to  form  one  of 
the  great  hazards  of  the  operation.^  The  recollection  of  this 
accident  on  two  occasions  made  me  shrink  from  running  the  same 
risk  again  ;  but,  during  my  connection  with  St.  Bartholemew's 
Hospital,  Mr.  Paget  removed  from  a  patient  of  mine,  by  means 
of  the  ecraseur,  a  portion  of  an  hypertrophied  cervix  uteri,  an  inch 
and  a  half  long,  by  five  inches  in  circumference,  and  which 
weighed  an  ounce  and  a  half,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  drop  of 
blood.  The  issue  of  this  case,  however,  was  not  favorable,  for 
death  from  peritonitis  occurred  fifteen  days  afterwards,  an  acci- 
dent to  which  the  patient  was  perhaps  the  more  exposed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  presence  of  a  large  fat  cyst  of  the  ovary.  The  cyst 
did  not  indeed  appetlr  to  have  been  the  point  of  departure  of  the 
mischief,  though  its  existence  would  have  been  regarded  as  com- 

1  With  reference  to  which,  see  the  remarks  by  M.  Pauly,  at  page  473  of  his 
Maladies  de  V  Uterus,  &c.,  8vo.,  Paris,  1836. 
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pletely  contraindicating  any  interference  with  the  womb  had  not 
the  constant  protrusion  of  the  cervix  beyond  the  external  parts  been 
the  occasion  of  extreme  discomfort,  and  almost  prevented  the  pa- 
tient sitting  down.  Tliough  not  a  frequent  result  of  amputation  of 
the  neck  of  the  womb,  peritonitis  is  still,  as  even  Lisfranc's  cases 
show,  a  danger  by  no  means  to  be  lost  sight  of.  It  must  remain 
for  further  observation  to  determine  whether  the  risk  of  its  su- 
pervention is  increased  by  the  substitution  of  the  slow  operation 
with  the  ecra^eur  for  the  quick  amputation  of  the  cervix  with  a 
sharp  cutting  instrument. 

From  the  study  of  simple  errors  of  nutrition,  leading  to  the.  in- 
creased growth  of  an  organ,  the  transition  is  easy  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  eifect  produced  on  it  by  inflammation.  In  the  ease  of 
the  uterus,  however,  there  are  many  circumstances  which  render 
this  study  peculiarly  diificult.  Though  we  regard  it  as  a  single 
organ,  it  is  yet  made  up  of  parts,  differing  widely  in  structure  and 
in  function,  and  having  very  different  tendencies  to  disease,  while 
these  tendencies  vary  at  different  times  according  as  the  highest 
functions  of  the  sexual  organs  have  been  recently  exercised  or 
have  never  been  called  into  activity,  or  as  the  period  for  their  per- 
formance has  already  passed.  Moreover,  the  evidence  of  patho- 
logical anatomy,  which  corrects  so  many  errors  in  other  depart- 
ments of  medical  inquiry,  is  little  available  in  the  case  of  diseases, 
which,  like  the  inflammatory  affections  of  the  unimpregnated 
womb,  hardly  ever  lead  to  a  fatal  issue ;  so  that  we  are  in  constant 
danger  of  mistaking  pseudo-morbid  appearances  for  serious  alter- 
ations, or  of  exaggerating  the  importance  of  real  changes  of  struc- 
ture. Besides,  the  office  of  the  uterus  in  the  unimpregnated  con- 
dition is  so  humble,  and  its  functions  are  so  few,  that  there  must 
needs  be  great  sameness  in  the  symptoms  which  attend  upon  its 
disorders;  and  disturbance  of  menstruation,  increase  or  alteration 
of  the  naturally  scanty  secretion  furnished  by  its  mucous  mem- 
brane, are  alike  met  w4th  in  the  most  diverse  affections.  Our 
means  of  examining  the  condition  of  the  womb  are  also  very  im- 
perfect, compared  with  those  that  we  possess  for  investigating  the 
state  of  other  organs  ;  and  hence  the  question  often  arises,  whether 
the  signs  of  disease  which  we  discover  are  the  cause  of  the  S3^mp- 
toms,  or  whether  they  are  the  index  of  other  and  more  important 
changes,  or  whether  they  are  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  but 
mere  casual  concomitants  of  graver  ailments,  concerning  wh,ose 
nature  and  degree  we  can  from  them  deduce  no  conclusion. 
From  these  circumstances  it  has  arisen,  that  the  inflammatory 
diseases  of  the  uterus  have  been  and  still  are  the  subject  of  con- 
flicting opinions,  that  much  of  what  may  seem  to  me  to  be  true 
concerning  them  will  l)p  unavoidably  at  issue  with  wliat  is  taught 
by  others,  and  that,  liereafter,  your  own  experience  may  lead  you 
to  conclusions  differing  on  many  points  from  both. 

Before  entering  on  debataljle  ground,  however,  I  may  say  a  few 
words  conciirning  acute  ivflammation  of  the  unim])regnated  uterus, 
an  aibnent  universally  admitted  to  be  of  rare  occurrence.    I  have, 
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however,  seen  it  come  on  with  great  severity  in  the  course  of 
gonorrhoea,  and  believe  that  not  only  in  this  case,  but  also  in  the 
generality  of  instances,  the  inflammation  begins  in  the  interior  of 
the  womb,  whence  it  extends  outwards,  though  it  involves  the 
muscular  substance  of  the  uterus  to  a  much  less  degree  than  its 
lining  membrane.  The  tendency  indeed  of  inflammation  of  the 
uterine  mucous  membrane  to  extend  along  the  Fallopian  tubes, 
and  to  attack  the  peritoneum,  is  much  stronger  than  to  afliect  the 
substance  of  the  organ;  and  though  abscesses  sometimes  form  as 
a  secondary  result  of  the  disease,  they  are  yet  almost  always  situ- 
ated in  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue,  or  within  the  folds  of  the  broad 
ligament,  and  scarcely  ever  in  the  uterine  wall  itself. 

The  affection  is  not  only  infrequent  in  its  occurrence,  but  it  is 
still  rarer  for  it  to  endanger  life,  and  the  only  instance  which  I 
have  seen  after  death  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus  in  a  state  of 
acute  inflammation,  was  in  the  case  of  a  lady  who  died  of  peritonitis, 
for  the  supervention  of  which  no  cause  could  be  assigned  during 
her  lifetime.  On  examination,  however,  her  uterus  was  found  to 
be  much  enlarged,  and  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg- 
was  imbedded"  in  its  posterior  wall.  Both  the  tumor  and  the 
thickened  uterine  walls  were  of  a  bright  rose-red  tint,  and  pre- 
sented a  remarkable  degree  of  succulence.  The  cavity  of  the  organ 
was  dilated,  and  contained  at  least  an  ounce  of  pus,  which  seemed 
to  be  retained  within  it  by  the  flexure  of  the  body  upon  the  neck 
of  the  organ,  while  its  lining  membrane  had  exactly  the  appear- 
ance of  bright  red  velvet,  though  it  afterwards  quite  lost  that 
character  by  long  immersion  in  spirit. 

I  have  referred  to  the  extension  of  gonorrhoea!  imflammation 
as  one  cause  of  the  affection ;  sudden  suppression  of  the  menses 
may  likewise  produce  it,  as  also  may  unaccustomed  and  intem- 
perate sexual  intercourse ;  while,  after  one  attack,  the  uterus  is 
often  left  in  a  condition  in  which  comparatively  slight  causes  will 
suffice  to  produce  it.  The  symptoms  by  which  it  is  attended  are 
a  sense  of  pain  and  weight  in  the  pelvis,  with  a  feeling  of  heat  or 
throbbing,  and  much  tenderness  over  the  tubes.  The  pain  extends 
down  the  thighs,  is  aggravated  by  exertion,  by  sitting  on  a  hard 
seat,  by  defecation,  or  by  any  attempt  at  sexual  intercourse;  while 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  affections  of  the  uterus,  there  is  often 
more  or  less  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  desire  to  pass  water 
frequently,  the  urine  being  generally  high-colored,  though  not 
voided  with  pain.  Another  symptom,  not  peculiar  indeed  to  this 
affection,  though  observed  during  its  course  in  a  very  marked  de- 
gree, is  the  occurrence  at  irregular  intervals  of  paroxysmal  exacer- 
bations of  pain  of  very  great  severity,  lasting  for  an  hour  or  two, 
and  then  subsiding,  to  recur  again,  equally  causelessly,  in  twelve 
or  twenty-four  hours.  Coupled  with  these  attacks  of  paroxysmal 
pain,  or  sometimes  occurringindependently  of  them,  though  usually 
associated  with  much  suffering,  are  seizures  of  diarrhoea,  during 
which  the  patient  has  ten  or  twelve  watery  evacuations  in  as  many 
hours,  and  the  bowels  then  beconie  constipated,  and  remain  so  for 
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two  or  three  clays.  At  tlie  commencement  of  the  attack  there  is 
no  vaginal  discharge,  but  in  a  day  or  two  an  abundant  puriform 
or  sero-purulent  secretion  is  poured  out,  often  oiFensive  to  the 
smell,  and  not  infrequently  slightly  tinged  with  blood.  On  exam- 
ination per  vaginam  there  is  always  increased  heat  of  the  parts, 
with  tenderness  amounting  to  severe  pain  on  touching  the  uterus, 
while  the  vessels  of  the  cervix  may  be  felt  pulsating  with  great 
force,  and  the  uterus  is  found  heavier  than  natural,  and  in  many 
instances  obviously  increased  in  size.  The  tenderness  of  the  organ 
has  always  led  me  to  abstain  from  any  attempt  at  measuring  it  by 
means  of  the  uterine  sound,  but  I  can  readily  believe  the  state- 
ment of  the  late  Professor  Kiwisch,  who  states  that  he  has  found 
its  cavity  from  six  to  ten  lines  longer  than  natural.^ 

The  amount  both  of  constitutional  disturbance  and  of  local 
suffering  varies  greatly  in  diflerent  cases,  though,  except  when  the 
peritoneum  becomes  affected,  it  is  unusual  for  the  symptoms  to  be 
so  severe  as  to  warrant  any  grave  apprehensions  as  to  the  patient's 
ultimate  recovery.  There  are,  however,  two  other  risks  besides 
that  of  the  occurrence  of  peritonitis,  against  which  it  behoves  us 
to  be  on  the  watch  during  the  whole  course  of  this  affection.  The 
one  is  that  of  the  ovary,  or  the  broad  ligament,  being  attacked  by 
inflammation,  an  accident  very  likely  indeed  to  issue  in  the  forma- 
tion of  abscess ;  the  other  is  of  the  acute  evil  passing  into  a  sub- 
acute or  chronic  stage,  in  which  the  suffering  is  much  less,  but 
the  prospect  of  permanent  cure  less  also;  and  to  this  latter  result 
all  cases  of  acute  uterine  inflammation,  if  let  alone  or  inade- 
quately treated,  seem  naturally  to  tend. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  is  abundantly  simple,  the  indica- 
tions are  very  clear,  and  the  mistakes  which  are  made  seldom 
consist  in  doing  what  is  wrong,  but  rather  in  pursuing  the  right 
end  by  inadequate  means.  Some  rules  are  so  simple,  and  the 
necessity  for  them  is  so  obvious,  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous 
to  insist  upon  them.  Eest  in  bed  in  the  horizontal  posture,  a 
simple  diet,  and  antiphlogistic  regimen,  and,  I  scarcely  need  add, 
abstinence  from  sexual  intercourse,  for,  indeed,  that  is  usually  far 
too  painful  to  be  attempted,  are  essential  to  the  patient's  recovery. 
Palliatives,  however,  do  not  suffice  for  the  patient's  cure,  but  the 
inflammation  must  be  at  once  attacked  energetically,  and  deple- 
tion can,  I  believe,  never  be  dispensed  with.  It  is  not,  indeed, 
usually  necessary  to  resort  to  general  depiction,  but  local  bleeding 
is  invariably  indicated,  and  in  spite  of  the  tenderness  of  the  parts, 
whicli  makes  the  patient  shrink  from  the  introduction  of  the  spec- 
ulum or  of  the  leech-tube,  much  more  relief  is  afforded  by  the 
application  of  four  or  six  leeches  to  the  uterus  itself  than  of  four 
times  that  number  to  the  hypogastrium  or  the  groins.  Still,  when- 
ever the  constitutional  diHturbancc  is  considerable,  or  the  local 
fiufl'ering  very  severe,  I  think  it  will  be  your  wiser  course  to  take 
a  small  quantity  of  blood  Irom  the  arm  before  you  have  recourse 

1  Klinische  Voriruije,  «fec.,  l.st  vol.,  4lli  edition,  rnigue,  1854,  p.  578,  I  249. 
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to  local  bleeding.  I  dare  say  you  may  have  seen  tlie  application 
of  leeclies  to  the  abdomen  appear  to  aggravate  the  symptoms  in 
one  case  of  peritonitis  while  it  entirely  removed  them  in  another, 
and  may  have  found  on  inquiry  that  in  the  latter  case  the  leeching 
had  been  preceded  by  general  bleeding,  while  in  the  former  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  employ  local  depletion  as  a  substitute 
for  it.  Just  the  same  thing  I  have  observed  in  cases  of  uterine 
inflammation,  and  have  known  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
womb  induce  a  paroxysm  of  almost  intolerable  suffering,  though 
the  same  measure  would  have  relieved  a  less  severe  attack,  and 
even  in  that  very  instance  perfected  the  patient's  cure  after  general 
bleeding  had  been  employed.  In  any  case  in  which  you.  find 
severe  pain  coming  on  during  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
uterus,  I  would  advise  you  to  remove  the  leeches,  and  to  withdraw 
the  tube  as  soon  as  possible.  A  perseverance  in  the  attempt  will 
issue  only,  in  a  violent  attack  of  pain.  In  any  case,  too,  in  which 
violent  pain  has  been  induced  by  local  depletion  from  the  uterus, 
it  is  expedient  not  to  venture  on  it  again  soon,  but  to  substitute 
for  it  the  application  of  four  or  six  leeches  to  the  anus,  which 
draw  much  more  blood,  and  afford  far  more  effectual  relief  to  the 
organ  than  double  the  number  applied  to  the  hypogastrium,  or  to 
the  groins. 

After  depletion,  the  tepid  hip-bath  and  anodynes  are  the  reme- 
dies on  which  we  must  mainly  rely.  I  will  not  now  repeat,  with 
reference  to  the  comparative  merit  of  different  remedies  of  this 
class,  the  remarks  which  I  made  when  speaking  about  dysnienor- 
rhoea,  but  there  is  one  very  serviceable  medicine,  belladonna, 
that  I  did  not  then  mention.  It  is  well,  as  the  strength  of  the 
extract  varies  considerably,  to  begin  with  a  small  dose,  as  a  sixth 
or  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  in  combination  with  three  grains  of  camphor, 
and  to  repeat  it  every  four  hours,  increasing  the  dose  if  no  inju- 
rious effect  is  produced  by  it.  Another  means  of  alleviating  pain, 
which  in  cases  of  this  description  has  sometimes  proved  extremely 
useful,  consists  in  the  application  of  a  linseed  poultice,  into  which 
an  ounce  of  laudanum  has  been  stirred  while  it  was  mixing,  and 
this,  if  covered  over  with  oiled  silk  or  gutta-percha,  as  all  poul- 
tices should  be,  will  keep  warm  for  many  hours,  and  afford  much 
of  the  ease  which  a  dose  of  opium  would  procure,  without  its  un- 
pleasant consequences. 

That  irritable  state  of  the  bowels  which  gives  rise  to  occasional 
attacks  of  diarrhoea  is  best  controlled  by  small  doses  of  Hydrarg. 
c,  Creta  and  Dover's  powder  twice  a  day,  while  the  attacks  them- 
selves, as  well  as  the  paroxysms  of  uterine  pain,  are  most  speedily 
arrested  by  opiate  enemata. 

It  is  not  possible  to  lay  down  any  rule  as  to.  the  repetition  of 
depletion  ;  or  as  to  the  extent  to  which  such  bleeding  must  be 
carried ;  since  these  questions  must  in  each  case  be  determined  by 
the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  If  the  pain  be  seated  in  one  or 
other  iliac  region,  and  still  more  if.  there  be  any  distinct  swelling 
or  even  a  sense  of  fulness  in  that  situation,  it  may  be  assumed 
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that  the  ovary  has  become  the  seat  of  inflammation,  and  leeches 
must  then  be  apphed  externally  to  the  number  of  eight  or  twelve, 
and  repeated  once  or  twice  at  intervals  of  a  day  or  two,  till  all 
acute  pain  and  all  considerable  tenderness  have  disappeared. 
Afterwards,  the  application  of  a  succession  of  small  blisters  over 
the  aflfected  part  has  seemed  to  me  very  useful  in  removing  all  pain 
and  tenderness,  and  has,  I  believe,  the  further  good  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  size  of  the  enlarged  ovary.  With  the  same  view  I  have 
sometimes  employed  an  ointment  of  six  drachms  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, two  scruples  of  camphor,  and  two  drachms  of  extract  of 
belladonna,  which  is  rubbed  upon  the  aifected  side  twice  a  day ; 
though  usually  I  confine  the  use  of  mercurial  remedies  to  cases 
where  the  ailment  seems  altogether  passing  into  a  chronic  state, 
in  which  permanent  enlargement  of  the  w-omb  and  induration  of 
its  tissue  are  apt  to  supervene.  In  these  circumstances  a  carefully 
conducted  mild  mercurial  course  is  often  very  beneficial,  the 
bichloride  of  mercury  being  preferable  to  other  preparations  of 
this  drug,  from  its  not  readily  irritating  the  bowels  or  affecting 
the  gums,  and  from  its  being  quite  compatible  with  the  generally 
tonic  plan  of  treatment  which  the  patient's  state  usually  requires. 
In  conclusion  two  other  remarks  may  be  made.  The  first  is 
that  a  considerable  degree  of  uterine  tenderness  is  often  left  behind 
for  many  weeks  -when  the  organ  has  been  the  seat  of  inflammation, 
and  this  not  infrequently  renders  sexual  intercourse  very  painful, 
sometimes  almost  impossible.  This  does  not,  however,  w^arraut 
anxiety,  for  it  tends  by  degrees  to  disappear";  and  with  this  as- 
surance you  must  comfort  your  patient.  The  other  is,  that  you 
cannot,  after  an  attack  of  uterine  inflammation,  watch  your  patient 
too  carefully  during  the  next  one  or  two  menstrual  periods.  It  is 
at  these  seasons  of  congestion  of  the  sexual  organs  that  the  great 
danger  exists  of  the  fire,  w^hich  perhaps  was  merely  smouldering, 
being  rekindled;  while  if  your  patient  passes  safely  through  that 
process,  you  may  feel  confident  that  not  only  the  recent  evil  is 
removed,  but  also  that  no  ill  consequences  have  remained  behind. 


LECTURE    VII. 

INFLAMMATOKY  NATURE  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Chronic  Inflammation.  Discrepancies  of  opinion  as  to  its  frequency  ;  influence 
of  invention  of  s])eculum  on  opinion  witli  reference  to  it.  Confliclini;'  views 
as  to  frequency  of  jjrinuiry  uterine  ailment ;  reasons  for  taking  allirnialivc  side 
of  question. 

Theory  of  depend(!ncc  of  almost  all  ailments  on  Inflammation  of  Cervix  and  Ulcera- 
tion of  Os.  Character  of  ulcerations  described.  Influence  of  this  ojiinion  on 
practice;  its  corr(!ctness  discussed,  and  reasons  for  rejecting;  it.  injurious 
nature  of  practice  to  which  the  opinion  hjads,  jiointed  out  and  exjilained. 

From  the  comparatively  rare  aflcction,  ncute  inflammation  of 
the  uniniprognatcd  uterus,  which  occupied  our  attention  at  the 
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last  lecture,  we  pass  by  a  natural  and  easy  transition  to  the  study 
of  cases  in  which  injlammation  of  a  more  chronic  character  attacks 
the  organ,  or  is  left  behind  after  the  subsidence  of  active  disorder. 
Some  twenty  years  ago,  this  subject  also  might  have  been  treated 
briefly,  and  have  been  dismissed  speedity ;  but  at  the  present  day 
it  may  not  be  so  passed  over.  Inflammation  of  the  uterus  is  now 
regarded  by  many  writers  as  the  most  frequent  of  all  diseases  of 
the  organ,  and  its  consequences  as  so  far-reaching  that  they  may 
persist  for  many  years,  disturbing  its  functions,  altering  its  struc- 
ture, and  outlasting  in  their  ill  effects  even  the  period  of  sexual 
vigor.  This  opinion,  too,  which  tends  to  bring  about  a  complete 
revolution  in  theory  and  practice  concerning  uterine  ailments,  is 
entertained  by  persons  whose  authority  is  entitled  to  such  weight, 
is  enforced  by  arguments  which  seem  so  plausible,  and  supported 
by  an  appeal  to  such  large  experience,  that  if  it  do  not  at  once 
compel  our  acquiescence,  at  least  it  cannot  be  rejected  without 
much  consideration  and  careful  examination. 

Unwillingly,  therefore,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  quit  that 
simple  exposition  of  generally  received  truths  which  is  the  main 
object,  and  constitutes  the  chief  utility  of  elementary  teaching,  to 
place  before  you  opposing  views  and  conflicting  statements,  and 
to  point  out  to  you  the  reasons  why  this  opinion  appears  to  me 
erroneous,  and  the  practice  founded  on  it  unsound. 

This,  however,  is  neither  a  very  short  nor  a  very  easy  task.  I 
cannot  even  enter  on  it  without  first  asking  you  to  look  back  with 
me  to  the  state  of  knowledge  concerning  the  structure,  functions, 
and  diseases  of  the  uterus  some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  It  is 
only  by  a  just  appreciation  of  the  state  of  science  then,  that  you 
will  be  able  to  understand  how  its  recent  increase  has  yet  left 
room  for  such  wide  discrepancies  of  opinion ;  how  one  discovery 
overrated,  and  another  undervalued,  may  possibly  for  a  time  have 
ministered  to  the  furtherance  of  error  rather  than  to  the  advance 
of  truth ;  or  at  least  may  have  mingled  them  together  in  a  confu- 
sion which  we  need  additional  light  to  enable  us  to  disentangle. 

So  lately  even  as  thirty  years  ago,  neither  was  the  structure  nor 
were  the  functions  of  the  sexual  organs  at  all  correct!}^  understood. 
The  uterus,  it  is  true,  was  known  to  be  muscular ;  but  neither  the 
process  by  which  its  muscularity  becomes  so  marked  during  preg- 
nancy, while  it  ceases  to  be  clearly  apparent  soon  after  delivery, 
nor  the  intimate  nature  of  its  structure  in  the  virgin  state,  had 
been  the  subject  of  inquiry.  The  interior  of  its  neck  was  seen  to 
be  invested  by  a  membrane  arranged  in  folds,  between  which 
minute  glands  or  follicles  were  present  in  great  abundance,  but 
the  existence  of  a  distinct  lining  membrane  in  its  cavity  was  rather 
inferred  from  the  results  of  observation  in  some  forms  of  disease, 
than  demonstrated  by  anatomical  investigation  in  a  state  of  health. 
Though  the  structure  of  the  ovaries  was  in  the  main  understood, 
yet  the  ovarian  ovule  had  not  been  discovered,  and  the  function 
of  the  ovaries  was  supposed  to  be  called  into  exercise  only  under 
the  stimulus  of  sexual  congress.     Hence  it  resulted  that  the  im- 
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port  of  menstruation  continued  to  be  a  riddle  unread;  all  that 
was  certainly  known  about  it  being  that  it  was  a  function  which 
bore  an  important  though  undefined  relation  to  the  generative 
process. 

When  the  knowledge  o'f  healthy  structure  and  of  natural  func- 
tion is  defective,  the  knowledge  of  diseased  structure  and  of  per- 
verted function  must  be  imperfect  too.  It  was  assumed  that  an 
organ  of  such  dense  structure  as  the  unimpregnated  uterus  was 
little  liable  to  inflammation  and  its  kindred  processes,  though  in 
some  rare  cases  the  neck  of  the  womb  was  allowed  to  be  their 
seat.  Its  lining  membrane,  supposed  to  be  so  rudimentary  in  the 
unimpregnated  state,  was  not  thought  worth  consideration  among 
the  possible  seats  of  disease;  and  leucorrhoeal  discharges,  imag- 
ined to  be  almost  always  furnished  by  the  vagina,  were  usually 
regarded  as  the  consequence  of  the  index  of  general  debility. 
The  difierent  morbid  growths  were  not  properly  discriminated: 
scirrhus,  a  disease  of  extreme  rarity,  was  assumed  to  be  of  very 
frecjuent  occurrence ;  and  to  it  were  attributed  almost  all  chronic 
affections  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  attended  by  induration  of  its 
substance  and  increase  of  its  size. 

In  this  state  of  knowledge,  when  observation  must  have  been 
perpetually  clashing  with  preconceived  opinions,  M.  Rdcamier^ 
first  thought  of  employing  an  instrument — the  speculum — for  the 
more  convenient  apjDlication  of  local  remedies  to  cancerous  ulcer- 
ations of  the  womb.  Its  use,  however,  was  not  long  confined  to 
this  object;  for  practitioners  found  that  by  means  of  it  they  were 
enabled  to  discover  various  morbid  conditions  of  the  uterus  with 
which  they  were  previously  unacquainted,  and  to  which  it  was  but 
natural  to  attach  importance  as  the  probable  cause  of  many  before 
inexplicable  symptoms.  In  fact,  by  its  means  one  important  ques- 
tion was  speedily  and  decisively  set  at  rest ;  for  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charges were  ascertained  to  be  derived  in  great  measure  not  from 
the  vagina  but  from  the  uterus,  to  be  associated  with  various  dis- 
eased appearances  of  its  orifice,  and  to  be,  sometimes  at  least,  re- 
moved by  difibrent  remedies  directed  to  that  part  and  to  the  neck 
of  the  womb.  So  long  as  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterine 
cavity  was  supposed  to  exist  in  the  unimpregnated  state  merelj^  in 
a  rudimentary  condition,  it  was  most  natural  that  an  exaggerated 
importance  should  be  attached  to  the  various  morbid  appearances 
of  the  OS  and  cervix  uteri;  and  so  long  as  the  ovaries  were  believed 
to  be  called  into  activity  only  at  the  time  of  sexual  congress,  it  was 
to  be  expected  that  their  share  in  the  production  of  diseased  phe- 
nomena shouhl  Ijc  rated  very  low.  Ignorance  with  reference  to 
these  points  was  shared  alike  by  the  advocates  of  the  employment 
of  the  speculum  and  by  the  opponents  of  its  use;  and  in  these 

'  Not  nhsolutfly  first,  however,  according  to  Ilonnig,  Drr  Kaiarrh  der  Wrlhli- 
chen  Ge.ir./iUr/itsf/ici/e,  4to.,  L(M|)zi<r,  ]8(j2,  p.  80;  for  tlio  suggostion  was  (irst  iniulo 
by  Bozzini,  in  a  work  jiubliHlicd  at  Wciiiuir  in  IHlXl,  tiiouyli  llir  Inriii  o\'  liis  sjxic- 
ulum  was  Huch  as  to  dojirivc  it  of  all  practical  utility. 
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circumstances  their  controversies  were  not  likely  to  lead  to  any- 
satisfactory  result. 

"We  need  not,  indeed,  wonder  that  the  disputants  on  both  sides, 
thus  imperfectly  furnished  for  the  debate,  should  have  narrowed 
the  question  to  one  of  details  touching  the  expediency  of  employ- 
ing an  instrument  which  some  pronounced  to  be  all-important, 
whilst  others  denounced  it  as  useless,  mischievous,  and  even  im- 
moral. It  must  be  obvious,  however,  to  us  who  enjoy  the  advan- 
tage of  the  additions  to  physiological  knowledge  which  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  has  brought  with  it,  that  the  subject  which 
we  have  to  consider  is  one  far  more  extensive  than  the  propriety 
of  adopting  or  rejecting  a  certain  means  of  diagnosis  and  method 
of  treatment;  and  that  it  really  concerns  the  opinion  which  we 
entertain  with  reference  to  the  main  principles  of  uterine  pathology. 
Regarded  in  this  light,  what  might  at  first  have  seemed  a  trivial 
inquiry  at  once  assumes  grave  importance,  and  becomes,  I  think, 
deserving  of  our  most  serious  attention. 

The  constitutional  origin  of  local  diseases  has,  ever  since  the 
time  of  John  Hunter,  engaged,  and  most  deservedly,  the  closest 
attention  of  the  best  practitioners  of  medicine ;  and  with  the  ad- 
vance of  knowledge  we  find  the  sympathies  to  be  wider  and  still 
wider  by  which  the  well-being  of  the  whole  organism  and  that  of 
its  various  parts  are  bound  together.  Illustrations  of  this  fact  have 
abounded  in  the  preceding  Lectures :  and  we  have  seen  how  the 
excess  of  blood,'or  its  deficiency,  or  its  altered  quality,  may  induce 
menorrhagia,  or  may  render  the  menstrual  flow  scanty:  or  how 
other  more  complex  ailments  may  have  a  similar  effect,  or  may 
even  cause  the  function  to  be  performed  with  an  unusual  amount 
of  sufi^ering.  But  some  practitioners,  and  those  especially  who 
reject  the  novel  modes  of  investigating  uterine  disease,  and  who 
take  small  account  of  the  facts  which  those  modes  have  either  re- 
vealed or  have  brought  into  greater  prominence  than  heretofore, 
apply  this  explanation  to  almost  all  diseases  of  the  womb,  alleging 
that  uterine  ailment  is  generally  preceded  by  constitutional  de- 
rangement, and  is  mainly  dependent  upon  it,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, treatment  must  be  addressed  principally  to  the  latter  and 
more  subordinately  to  the  former.^ 

.  There  is  another  view  directly  antagonistic  to  this,  which  regards 
the  uterine  ailment  as  the  primary  and  more  important  in  almost 
every  instance,  and  according  to  which  the  local  disease  is  every- 
thijig,  the  constitutional  disorder  nothing  else  than  its  necessary 
result.  The  influence  of  these  latter  opinions  is  apparent  in  the 
practice  of  those  who  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  for  a  mechani- 
cal cause  of  dysmenorrhoea,  and  who  frequently  dilate  or  incise 
the  cervix  uteri  for  its  cure,  who  trace  the  gravest  evils  to  slight 
misplacements  of  the  womb,  and  introduce-  instruments  into  its 

'  A  serie?  of  able  papers  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  this  view,  was  published 
by  Dr.  F.  W.  Mackenzie,  in  vols,  iii  and  iv  of  the  London  Journal  of  Medicine  for 
1851  and  1852. 
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interior  to  remedy  its  malposition ;  or,  lastly,  who  discover  in 
some  very  small  and  limited  ailment  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  OS  uteri  an  adequate  explanation  of  the  most  varied  and 
most  distant  ills,  and  who  as  sedulously  adopt  as  their  oppo- 
nents studiously  avoid  local  treatment  for  the  cure  of  uterine  dis- 
orders. 

I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  point  out  to  you  what  seem 
to  me  to  be  the  defects  in  the  latter  view,  but  must  first  call  to  your 
mind  certain  considerations  which  must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  prevent 
us  from  giving  implicit  assent  to  the  former,  since  they  render  it 
probable  that  the  uterus,  more  frequently  perhaps  than  any  other 
organ  of  the  body,  should  be  the  seat  of  certain  forms  of  local 
ailment,  and  should  consequently  require  the  frequent  employ- 
ment of  local  treatment. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  imagine  a  state  of  things  more  favora- 
ble to  the  occurrence  of  ailments  dependent  on  venous  congestion, 
or  in  which  those  ailments  would  be  more  difficult  to  remove,  or 
more  apt  to  return,  than  is  observed  in  the  case  of  the  uterus  during 
the  whole  period  of  activity  of  the  generative  powers.  The  return 
of  blood  from  the  organ,  which  is  rendered  difficult  by  its  situation 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk,  is  still  further  impeded  by  the 
absence  of  valves  from  its  veins ;  while  every  month,  for  several 
days  together,  this  organ  and  its  appendages  are  the  parts  towards 
which  blood  flows  in  superabundant  streams.  During  this  period, 
the  natural  secretion  from  the  uterus  and  Fallopian  tubes  is  much 
increased  ;  the  epithelium  covering  their  surface  is  detached,  and 
reproduced  again  and  again  ;  hemorrhage  breaks  out  along  the 
whole  tract, — and  it  is  not  until  this  has  continued  for  some  days 
that  the  congestion  ceases,  and  the  parts  subside  once  more  into 
their  former  state  of  quiescence, — the  uterus  remaining,  however, 
for  a  short  time  heavier,  and  its  tissue  looser,  and  more  abundantly 
supplied  with  blood  than  it  was  before.  I  need  not  stop  to  tell 
how  slight  a  cause  may  protract  this  hemorrhage,  or  how  some 
accident  may  check  it ;  nor  need  I  labor  hard  to  prove  that  in 
either  case  there  must  be  a  general  disturbance  of  the  functions 
of  the  organ — a  general  impairment  of  the  health  of  the  individual : 
exhausted  in  the  one  instance  by  loss  of  blood,  broken  down  in  the 
other  by  the  suffering,  both  general  and  local,  which  the  return 
of  the  periodical  excitement  of  the  generative  organs,  unrelieved 
by  their  customary  depletion,  cannot  fail  to  bring  with  it.  In 
what  organ  of  the  body  does  one  find  a  parallel  to  this  series  .of 
occurrences? 

Again  :  the  uterus  is  held  in  its  position  by  supports  which 
allow  to  it  a  large  measure  of  mobility,  and  whose  power  is  gener- 
ally diminished  by  the  very  causes  that  increase  the  weight  of  the 
body  they  have  to  bear.  Hence  it  is  very  apt  to  become  displaced, 
and  to  be  displaced  in  a  downward  direction,  or  prohqisi'd.  And 
such  firola[)HUH  not  only  brings  with  it  a  vai'iety  of  ]iain("ul  sensa- 
tions due  to  the  womb  di-agging  upon  its  ligaments,  but  the 
moment  the  organ  ceases  to  be  suspended  in  the  pelvic  cavity  it 
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becomes  exposed  to  shocks  of  various  kinds,  to  irritation  from 
sources  from  which  it  was  previously  safe.  The  neclc  of  the  womb, 
even  when  that  descent  is  not  very  considerable,  becomes  a  sort 
of  stem  on  which  the  organ  rests  upon  the  floor  of  the  vagina.  In 
this  position  it  is  liable  to  disturbing  causes  almost  numberless ; 
sitting,  riding,  exertion  of  any  kind,  the  very  passage  of  the  ffeces 
along  the  rectum,  produce  pain,  keep  up  congestion,  and  favor 
that  slow  increase  of  size  which  seldom  fails  to  occur  in  parts  the 
seat  of  long-continued  irritation,  and  which  offers  one  great  im- 
pediment to  the  cure  of  many  affections  of  the  womb. 

Another  peculiar  and  fertile  source  of  disorders  of  the  womb  is 
furnished  by  the  changes  that  attend  upon  conception  and  partu- 
rition, and  their  frequent  interruption.  With  these  changes^  even 
in  the  health}^  state,  our  acquaintance  is  at  present  too  imperfect 
for  us  to  appreciate  with  accuracy  the  nature  of  the  mischief  that 
may  result  from  their  disturbance.  We  know,  indeed,  many  things 
concerning  these  processes  of  which  our  predecessors  were  ignor- 
ant; but  our  increased  knowledge  is  as  yet  only  sufficient  to  show 
us  the  difficulties  of  the  problem,  not  sufficient  to  furnish  its  solu- 
tion. The  growth  of  the  pregnant  womb  is  not,  as  it  was  once 
supposed  to  be,  a  mere  increase  in  size  and  unfolding  of  texture 
of  the  muscular  fibres  already  present  there,  but  is  as  much  the 
result  of  a  new  formation  as  is  that  of  the  fcetus  contained  within 
it ;  its  tissues  going  through  the  same  development  from  a  rudi- 
mentary condition  to  a  high  organization.  Cells  elongate  into 
caudate  bodies,  these  unite  into  fibrillse,  v^hile  the  mucous  mem- 
brane increases  in  vascularity,  grows  in  thickness,  and  becomes 
developed  into  decidua.  The  small,  dense,  lowly-organized  uterus 
becomes  the  large,  vascular,  powerful  muscle  which  we  see  it  to 
be  at  the  end  of  pregnancy ;  when  having  served  as  the  residence 
of  the  foetus,  and  as  the  medium  through  which  it  derived  its  sup- 
port, the  organ  aeconiplishes  in  the  act  of  parturition  the  last  of 
that  wonderful  series  of  processes  of  which  for  forty  weeks  it  has 
been  the  centre.  But  even  before  this  period  has  arrived,  indica- 
tions of  decay  have  manifested  themselves  in  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  decidua ;  while  no  sooner  is  the  child  born  than 
all  the  tissues  of  the  womb  evince  the  commencement  of  similar 
alterations,  which  go  on  with  a  rapidity  such  as  is  observed  in  no 
other  organ  and  in  no  other  circumstances.  The  muscular  fibres 
undergo  fatty  degeneration,  and  to  a  great  extent  disappear;  nerve- 
matter  ceases  to  be  apparent  within  the  sheaths  which  had  con- 
tained it,  while  even  the  fibres  of  elastic  tissue  interwoven  with 
the  muscular  substance  of  the  womb  lose  their  distinctness,  or 
become  entirely  absorbed.  The  old  uterus  has  done  its  work  and 
is  removed ;  but  in  the  midst  of  its  decaying  fibres  the  elements 
of  a  new  organ  are  developed,  and  the  microscopist  tells  us  of  a 
new  generation  of  spindle-shaped  cells  which  he  can  discover  in 
its  tissue,  just  like  those  which  existed  in  the  organ  before  preg- 
nancy began,  and  which  remain  stationary  at  the  same  low  stage 
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of  formation,  till  in  their  turn  excited  by  impregnation  to  go 
through  higher  phases  of  development. 

In  these  changes  the  body  of  the  uterus,  and  the  lining  of  its 
cavity,  bear  a  far  greater  part  than  either  the  substance  of  its  cervix, 
or  the  mucous  membrane  which  lines  that  canal.  The  mucous 
membrane  of  the  body  only  is  developed  to  the  decidua,  and  it 
alone  is  thrown  ofl' after  delivery;  the  lining  membrane  of  the  neck 
undergoes  much  slighter  alterations,  and  is  not  deciduous.  It  is 
in  the  body  of  the  uterus  that  its  muscularity  is  most  evident ;  firm 
fibro-cellular  tissue  predominates  in  the  cervix,  with  which  are 
interwoven  here  and  there  bundles  of  narrow,  smooth,  muscular 
fibres ;  and  the  stimulus  of  pregnancy  which  works  such  changes 
in  the  former  situation,  brings  to  pass  far  slighter  alterations  in 
the  latter. 

Though  our  knowledge  is  still  but  imperfect,  we  yet  know  some- 
thing of  the  results  which  often  succeed  to  accidents  that  interrupt 
the  course  of  pregnancy,  aiid  originate  the  processes  of  degrada- 
tion of  the  uterine  tissue  prematurely  ;  or  which  follow  on  disease 
succeeding  to  delivery  at  the  full  period.  Some  of  these  results 
were  pointed  out  to  you  in  the  last  Lecture,  when  I  w;a8  speaking 
of  deficient  involution  of  the  uterus,  and  of  the  evils  that  may 
follow  in  its  train  ;  while  I  referred  to  other  ailments  of  a  some- 
what similar  character  which  may  come  on  independent  of  preg- 
nancy, as  the  consequence  of  some  form  of  irritation  or  excite- 
ment of  the  womb. 

In  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  patients  who  applied  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital  for  the  cure  of  uterine  ailments  independent 
of  organic  disease,  marriage,  pregnancy,  or  delivery  was  assigned 
as  the  cause  of  the  patient's  symptoms ;  and  it  is,  Ithink,  fair  to 
assume  that  in  this  large  proportion  of  cases  the  disorder  was  local 
in  its  origin,  and  that  the  constitutional  aftection  was  but  the 
secondary  result  of  its  intensity  or  persistence.  Plausible,  indeed, 
as  the  argument  appears,  that  the  performance  of  functions  for  the 
discharge  of  which  any  organ  is  expressly  constituted  cannot  be 
likely  to  produce  disease  of  that  organ,  you  yet  must  not  forget 
those  peculiarities  of  the  uterus  which  render  it  a  probable  excep- 
tion to  such  a  rule,  while  the  fact  is  also  not  without  its  signifi- 
cance, that  of  425  applicants  for  the  relief  of  non-organic  uterine 
ailments,  404  were  married  women  or  widows,  and  only  21  un- 
married.' 

But  while  I  mention  these  facts  in  order  to  caution  you  against 

1  It  is  not  possible,  from  thn  statistics  of  tbc  out-patient  dc^partmrnt  of  a  lios))ital, 
to  dodiice  anythinjj;  like  a  correct  estimate  of  the  comparative  frequency  of  diller- 
ent  diseases;  and  the  sources  of  error  arc  still  more  numerous  in  the  case  of  any 
dej)artment  of  a  hospital  devotrd  to  the  cure  of  a  special  class  of  diseases;  since 
the  more  serious  of  those  alfeetions  are.  sure  to  )>r(\'<ent  tlu'mselves  at  it  in  a  very 
undue  proportion.  The  statements  in  the  text,  then,  are  not  intended  to  repre- 
sent the  absolute  frequency  of  j)rimary  uterine  disease,  in  comparison  with  cases 
in  which  the  disorder  of  tin;  womb  is  secondary  to  constitutional  ailment,  but 
merely  to  guard  af^ainst  th(!  assumption  that  thc!  uterine  affection  is,  in  almost  all 
instances,  secondary  in  point  of  time  and  subordinate  in  importance. 


INFLAMMATION    AND    ULCERATION    OF    CERVIX.        101 

unclerratiiig  the  frequency  or  the  importance  of  uterine  ailments  as 
primary  disorders,  it  is  far  from  my  object  to  lead  you  to  suppose 
either  that  these  disorders  have  one  invariable  cause,  or  that  they 
are  the  results  of  one  constant  pathological  occurrence.  This, 
however,  or  something  very  like  it,  has  been  maintained  ;  it  has 
been  alleged  that  there  is  an  invariable,  or  almost  invariable  cause 
of  these  symptoms, — that  be  the  remote  occasion  of  them  what  it 
may,  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  is  their 
immediate  cause, — that  the  key  to  the  right  understanding  of 
"Uterine  diseases  is  to  be  found  in  the  correct  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  this  condition  ;  and  the  cardinal  point  in  their 
treatment  consists  in  the  adoption  of  means  for  its  cure. 

The  ulcerations  to  which  such  important  results  are  attributed 
are  for  the  most  part  mere  superficial  abrasions  of  the  epithelium 
investing  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri,  whose  abraded  surface  is  of  a 
vivid  red  color,  and  finely  granular.  This  granular  appearance 
seems  to  be  due  to  the  papillae  that  beset  the  surface  of  the  uterine 
lips  having  become  denuded  of  their  epithelium;  while  the  larger 
and  more  distinct  granulations,  which  frequently  bleed  readily 
on  being  touched,  are  these  same  papillas,  not  merely  deprived  of 
their  epithelial  investment,  but  actually  hypertrophied.^  In  other 
cases  in  which  the  absence  of  epithelium  is  less  complete,  the 
surface  seems  beset  by  a  number  of  minute,  superficial,  aphthous 
ulcerations,  between  which  the  tissue  appears  healthy,  or  slightly 
redder  than  natural.  The  ulcerations  of  the  os  uteri  seldom  or 
never  present  an  excavated  appearance  with  raised  edges,  as  ulcers 
of  other  parts  often  do  ;  but  either  their  surface  is  smooth,  or  it 
projects  a  little  beyond  the  level  of  the  surrounding  tissue.  They 
are  usually,  but  not  constantly,  of  greater  extent  on  the  posterior 
than  on  the  anterior  lip,  are  sometimes  confined  to  the  former,  but 
very  rarely  indeed  limited  to  the  latter.  They  appear  to  com- 
mence at  the  inner  margin  of  the  os  uteri,  whence  they  extend 
outwards  ;  and  sometimes,  though  by  no  means  invariably,  the 
short  extent  of  the  canal  of  the  cervix  uteri  which  can  be  brought 
into  view  by  the  speculum,  appears  denuded  of  its  epithelium. 
The  adjacent  parts  of  the  os  uteri  vary  considerably  in  their 
appearance ;  sometimes  their  natural  pale  rose  tint  is  preserved 
up  to  the  edge  of  the  abrasion,  which  is  marked  by  a  distinct 
well-defined  line,  while  at  other  times  the  whole  surface  is  of  a 
much  more  vivid  red  than  natural,  and  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  abraded  and  the  healthy  surface  is  irregular  and  indis- 
tinct, the  one  encroaching  on  the  other.  The  orifice  of  the  uterus 
is  generally  more  open  than  in  a  state  of  health,  and  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  abrasion,  which  always  takes  place  from  the  periphery 
towards  the  centre,  is  accompanied  by  the  gradual  closure  of  the 
previously  patent  orifice.  The  state  of  the  tissue  of  the  os  and 
cervix  varies  ;  sometimes  there  is  a  very  marked  softness  of  the 

1  See  the  account  of  their  microscopic  structure  in  the  elaborate  work  of  Hennig, 
op.  cit.,  p.  64. 
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parts,  the  condition  resembling  tLat  of  the  uterus  soon  after  abor- 
tion or  delivery,  while  at  other  times  it  is  much  harder  than  natural; 
but  it  certainly  is  not  at  all  a  common  occurrence  for  extensive  ab- 
rasion of  the  OS  uteri  to  coexist  with  a  condition  of  the  organ  such 
as  would  seem  healthy  to  the  touch.  The  secretion  from  the  sur- 
face varies  considerably  in  different  cases,  and  the  chief  part  of  the 
leucorrhoeal  discharge  from  which  the  patient  suffers  is  derived 
from  within  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  or  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb, 
not  from  the  abrasion  itself.  Still,  in  some  instances,  those  espe- 
cially in  which  the  ulceration  presents  a  very  marked  granular 
character,  the  discharge  derived  from  this  source  alone  is  far  from 
inconsiderable.  The  degree  of  sensibility  which  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face possesses  also  varies  greatly ;  now  and  then  the  slightest  touch 
is  extremely  painful ;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  ulcerated 
surface  is  not  more  sensitive  than  the  adjacent  parts,  nor  is  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  whose  os  is  abraded  by  any  means  constantly 
more  tender  to  the  touch  than  the  same  part  of  an  organ  entirely 
free  from  that  affection. 

Such,  then,  are  the  chief  characters  of  the  ulcerations,  abra- 
sions, and  granulations  of  the  os  uteri,  to  which  so  high  a  patho- 
logical import  is  attached  by  some  writers.  It  is  alleged  in  ex- 
planation and  in  support  of  this  opinion,  that  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cervix  uteri,  by  reason  of  its  vascularity  and  of  the 
abundance  of  mucous  follicles  which  are  embedded  between  its 
duplicatures,  is  extremely  liable  to  inflamation  ;  and  that  this  pre- 
disposition is  still  further  increased  by  the  abundant  afflux  of 
blood  towards  the  neck  of  the  womb,  as  well  as  by  the  position 
of  that  part  of  the  organ  and  its  consequent  exposure  to  irritation 
and  injury  from  various  sources.  This  inflamation  of  the  cervix 
is  said  to  manifest  itself  by  the  secretion  of  an  abundant  albumi- 
nous matter  from  the  cervical  glands,  and  by  the  opening  of  the 
otherwise  closed  os  uteri;  as  also,  in  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  instances,  by  abrasion  or  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  which  usu- 
ally occurs  at  a  very  early  period.  The  cervix  becomes  swollen 
and  congested,  and  it  increases  in  size  ;  but  while  in  some  in- 
stances it  remains  soft  to  the  touch,  even  after  years  of  disease, 
its  substance  becomes  more  frequently  the  seat  of  inffammation, 
lymph  is  effused  into  it,  and  it  is  not  merely  enlarged,  but  indur- 
ated— a  change  which  takes  place  to  a  greater  degree  in  those 
who  have  given  birth  to  children  than  in  the  unmarried  or  sterile. 
The  different  extent  of  the  ulceration  is  the  only  cause  assigned 
for  the  presence  of  induration  of  the  cervix  in  one  case  and  its 
absence  in  another;  but  the  relation  of  the  two  conditions  does 
not  seem  to  be  by  any  means  invariable.  The  degree  to  which 
the  ulceration  spreads  ajjpears  also  to  be  uncertain  ;  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  it  ])asHes  more  or  less  deeply  into  the  canal  of 
the  cervix,  and  sometimes  occu]>ies  its  whole  extent,  the  internal 
OH  uteri,  however,  forming  a  t)urrier  to  its  further  j>rogress,  and 
preventing  almost  invariably  its  extension  into  the  cavity  of  the 
womb.     It  is  then  inflammation,  with  its  attendant  ulceration  of 
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the  OS  and  the  cervix  uteri,  and  usually  with  consecutive  indura- 
tion of  its  tissue,  to  which,  according  to  these  views,  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  patients  are  due ;  and  all  the  varied  disorders  of  the 
uterine  functions — the  pain,  the  leucorrhoea,  the  hemorriiages, 
the  sterility,  or  the  frequently  occurring  abortions — are  attributed 
to  the  s^mipathies  of  contiguous  parts  with  that  small  portion  of 
the  womb  which  is  the  seat  of  disease.  Ulceration,  too,  when 
once  it  has  occurred,  is  alleged  to  have  scarcely  any  tendency  to 
heal ;  while  so  long  as  it  remains  there  may  perhaps  be  a  lull  in 
the  patient's  suiferings,  and  some  temporary  mitigation  of  her 
symptoms ;  but  there  can  be  no  real  cure  until  the  time  when, 
the  period  of  sexual  vigor  having  expired,  the  organs  which  sub- 
served it  pass  into  a  common  state  of  atrophy  ;  while  cure,  even 
then,  is  uncertain,  and  the  consequences  of  disease  outlast,  by  no 
means  rarely,  the  uses  of  the  part. 

As  uterine  pathology  is  simplified  beyond  expectation  by  the 
discovery  of  an  almost  invariable  cause  of  the  most  diverse  symp- 
toms, so  uterine  therapeutics  also  are  made  easy,  according  to  the 
writers  whose  opinions  I  am  relating,  by  one  remedy  being  found 
almost  always  applicable  for  its  cure,  be  the  duration  of  the  disease 
or  its  severity  what  it  may.  If  the  evil  be  slight,  its  removal 
will  be  speedy ;  if  severe,  a  longer  time  will  be  required:  but  to 
modify  the  vitality  of  the  part  by  caustics  is  the  one  unfailing 
indication;  and,  this  accomplished,  the  ulceration  and  the  inflam- 
mation and  its  results  disappear  together,  and  the  sufferings  of 
years  are  thus  almost  infallibly  got  rid  of  in  a  few  weeks,  or  at 
latest  in  a  few  months.  There  are,  indeed,  some  cases  of  slight 
mischief,  which  rest,  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  vaginal  injec- 
tions, may  cure;  but  these  are  rare.  There  are  also  some  circum- 
stances in  which  the  local  abstraction  of  blood  may  be  of  service; 
but  what  caustics  to  use,  how  often  to  repeat  their  application, 
how  to  prevent  or  to  remove  those  inconveniences  which  sometimes 
result  from  their  employment,  are  questions  discussed  as  of  chief 
importance ;  since  to  these  remedies  all  other  local  measures  as 
well  as  general  treatment  are  but  secondary  and  subservient. 

Having  now  detailed  these  opinions,  and  pointed  out  the  prac- 
tical consequences  which  flow  from  them,  I  must  occupy  the 
remainder  of  this  Lecture  in  the  endeavor  to  set  before  you  as 
briefly  as  possible  the  reasons  which  lead  me  to  reject  the  opinions 
as  erroneous,  and  to  caution  you  against  the  practice  which  they 
are  supposed  to  warrant. 

Among  the  arguments  by  which  these  views  have  been  sup- 
ported, is  one  derived  from  the  assumed  greater  vascularity  and 
higher  vitality  of  the  cervix  than  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  and 
its  supposed  consequent  greater  liability  to  become  the  seat  of  in- 
flammatory mischief.  But  not  only  does  a-simple  examination  of 
the  womb  suffice  to  show  that  blood  is  distributed  in  greater 
abundance  to  the  body  than  to  the  neck  of  the  organ,  but  a  con- 
sideration of  the  relative  share  of  the  body  and  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb  in  furnishing  the  menstrual  discharge,  or  in  the  changes 
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wliicla  pregnancy  and  delivery  bring  witli  tliem,  must  lead,  I 
think,  inevitably  to  the  opposite  conclusion,  !N"or,  indeed,  with 
reference  to  these  points,  are  we  confined  to  inferential  reasoning, 
but  the  advanced  stage  which  cancerous  disease  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb  not  seldom  reaches  before  either  general  illness  or  local 
suffering  betraj^s  its  existence,  leads  to  the  same  conclusion,  while 
everv-day  observation  has  shown  that  the  cervix  uteri  may  be 
forcibly  dilated,  may  be  incised,  its  tissue  may  be  burnt  with  the 
strongest  caustics,  or  with  the  hot  iron,  or  portions  of  it  may  be 
removed  with  the  knife,  with  an  impunity  wholly  incompatible, 
as  I  cannot  but  conceive,  with  the  assumption  that  the  part  is  one 
endowed  with  high  vitality  and  delicate  sensibility. 

The  results  of  post-mortem  examinations  have  been  appealed 
to  by  the  opponents  of  these  views  in  order  to  negative,  by  the 
rarity  with  which  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  was  observed,  the  idea 
of  its  important  share  in  the  production  of  uterine  ailments.  To 
my  thinking,  however,  the  very  frequency  with  which  this  condi- 
tion is  discovered,  furnishes  a  still  more  cogent  reason  for  regard- 
ing it  as  of  comparatively  little  moment.  In  seventeen  out  of 
sixty-five  instances  in  which  I  examined  after  death  the  uteri  of 
women  who  died  of  other  than  uterine  affections,'  or  in  rather 
more  than  a  fourth  of  the  total  number,  abrasion  or  ulceration  of 
the  OS  uteri  was  present.^  But  though  so  often  met  with,  this 
ulceration  was  usually  very  limited  in  extent,  and  so  superficial  as 
to  be  unassociated  with  changes  in  the  basement  membrane  of  the 
affected  surface,  and  exercising  so  little  influence  on  the  state  of 
the  uterus  in  general  as  to  be  unconnected,  in  a  large  number  of 
instances,  with  changes  either  in  the  interior  of  the  womb,  or  in 
its  substance;  while  induration  of  the  uterine  tissue  and  disease 
of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb  were  found  independently 
of  it  or  of  each  other. 

As  far  as  it  goes,  the  evidence  of  anatomical  investigation  appears 
to  me  unexceptionable.  It  shows  the  absence  of  any  necessary 
connection  between  ulceration  of  the  os  and  those  other  changes 
of  the  uterine  tissue  which  have  been  alleged  to  be  dependent  on 
it,  and  suggests  the  probability  that  an  afiection  which  ^^'as  be- 
tokened by  no  marked  symptom  during  life,  and  is  found  asso- 

1  Tahle  .ihowinq  the  Chief  Results  of  the  Examination  of  Sixty -five  Uteri. 

Uterus  healthy  in 36 

"     diseased  in 29 

Ulceration  of  os  uteri — 

"         existed  alone  in     . 11 

"         with  diseased  lininc;  of  uterus  in   .         .         .         .         .     '^ 

"         wilh  induration  of  walls  of  uterus  in  .         .         .         .     3 17 

Induration  of  walls  of  uterus,  without  ulceration  of  os,     ...       5 
Disease  of  lining  of  uterus,  without  ulceration  of  os,  ...       7 

Total  of  diseased   uteri, 129 

For  the  exact  particulars  of  most  of  tli(^s(i  examinations,  as  well  as  for  the  details 
of  tlie  ariiunient  condensed  in  this  lecture,  I  inust  refer  to  my  Croonian  J.eetures, 
On  ike  Patlu)li)(jivMl  Importance  of  Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri.     8vo.     London,  1854. 
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ciated  with  no  important  alteration  after  death,  must  itself  be  of 
no  great  moment. 

An  additional  reason  for  suspecting  that  the  importance  of  this 
condition  has  been  overrated,  is  furnished  by  what  we  observe  in 
cases  of  prolapse,  or  procidentia  of  the  womb.  From  the  una- 
voidable irritation  to  which  it  is  exposed,  the  neighborhood  of  the 
OS  uteri  becomes  in  these  circumstances  almost  invariably  ulcer- 
ated, and  this  ulceration  is  usually  both  extensive  and  inapt  to 
heal.  ISTow,  though  the  relations  of  the  proeident  womb  differ 
materially  from  those  of  the  organ  while  still  in  situ,  though  its 
sensibilities  are  unquestionably  much  blunted  by  its  change  of 
position,  yet  the  general  absence  of  any  abundant  discharge  either 
from  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  or  from  the  canal  of  its  cervix,  as 
well  as  of  the  other  symptoms  supposed  to  characterize  inflamma- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  cannot  but  raise  a  presumption 
unfavorable  to  the  opinion  that  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  the 
all-important  afl:ection  which  it  has  been  assumed  to  be  by  some 
writers. 

If,  however,  we  grant  that  between  the  proeident  uterus  and 
the  organ  still  in  situ  there  are  difierences  sufficient  to  prevent 
our  applying  rigorously  to  the  one  conclusions  drawn  from  the 
other,  there  is  yet  another  source  whence  evidence  may  be  de- 
ducecl  to  show  that  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  are  less  susceptible  to 
disease,  and  that  disease  has  less  disposition  to  increase  and  to 
assume  a  serious  character  than  has  been  sometimes  imagined. 
There  is  no  class  of  persons  in  whom  to  such  a  degree  as  in  pros- 
titutes we  meet  with  the  conditions  best  calculated  to  inflict  local 
injury  on  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  It  would  therefore  be  reasona- 
ble to  expect,  if  the  susceptibility  of  the  cervix  uteri  have  not 
been  greatly  overrated,  that  in  these  women  we  should  discover 
with  remarkable  frequency  and  intensity  an  ulcerated  condition 
of  the  OS  uteri,  an  indurated  and  hypertrophied  state  of  its  cervix. 
Moreover,  as  an  hypertrophied  cervix  uteri  returns,  even  in  favor- 
able circumstances,  extremely  slowly  to  its  original  size,  there 
would  be  many  occasions  in  which  the  chronic  eftects  of  bygone 
inflammation  must  be  evident  in  those  who  had  devoted  them- 
selves for  months  or  years  to  a  vicious  life. 

Observations,  however,  seem  to  show  that,  be  the  causes  of  ul- 
ceration of  the  OS  uteri,  of  inflammation,  hypertrophy,  and  indur- 
ation of  its  cervix  what  they  may,  sexual  excesses,  at  any  rate, 
have  no  great  share  in  their  production.  I  found  some  years  ago, 
on  investigating  this  subject,  that  in  twenty-seven  out  of  forty 
women  admitted  into  the  venereal  wards  of  the  hospital,  the  os 
and  cervix  uteri  were  quite  healthy.  In  ten  more  the  only  mor- 
bid condition  was  a  mere  excoriation  not  above  a  line  in  breadth, 
partially  or  completely  circumscribing  the  os  uteri,  but  associated 
with  no  other  change  of  its  tissue.  In  the  remaining  three  the 
ulceration  was  more  extensive,  but  in  one  only  of  these  (and  she 
a  woman  who  had  given  birth  to  children)  were  the  lips  of  the  os 
uteri  at  all  enlarged,  while  in  no  instance  was  there  any  such 
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alteration  of  the  texture  of  tlie  part  as  to  deserve  tlie  name  of 
induration. 

The  conclusion  which  we  are  warranted  in  drawing  from  the 
inquiry,  as  far  as  we  have  hitherto  pursued  it,  would  seem  to  be, 
that  the  condition  of  so-called  ulceration  or  abrasion  of  the  os 
uteri  is  far  from  infrequent,  even  in  cases  where  no  uterine  symp- 
toms were  complained  of  during  life;  but  that  it  is  usually  un- 
associated  with  other  important  affections  of  the  uterus  such  as 
may  be  supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  inflammatory  action :  and 
further,  that  such  affections  do  not  seem  to  be  readily  excited  by 
causes  acting  on  the  neck  of  the  womb,  either  when  displaced  or 
when  the  organ  is  in  its  natural  position. 

We  are  bound,  however,  to  go  a  step  further,  and  to  inquire 
whether,  in  the  case  of  persons  suffering  from  uterine  ailments, 
there  are  such  differences  either  in  kind,  degree,  or  duration  of 
the  symptoms,  according  as  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  either 
absent  or  present,  as  would  enable  us  to  connect  with  it  certain 
definite  consequences,  or  to  say  that  it  tends  to  certain  definite 
results  such  as  do  not  otherwise  occur. 

Considering  that  in  the  opinion  of  some  writers,^  so  large  a 

1  Dr.  Henry  Bennet,  at  page  36  of  his  Treatise  on  Inflmnmation  of  the  Uterus, 
&c.,  8vo.,  Hd  edition,  London,  1853,  makes  this  statement.  In  accordance  with 
this  view,  too,  he  observes  at  page  6,  that  "in  nearly  iive  cases  out  of  six  of  uterine 
disease,  in  which  chronic  discharges,  mucous,  puriform,  or  sanguinolent,  or  other 
well-marked  uterine  symptoms,  are  present,  there  is  inflammatory  ulceration  of  the 
cervix."  His  theoretical  opinions,  however,  seem  to  be  undergoing  modifications 
more  considerable  than  he  himself  is  fully  aware  of.  In  his  Keview  of  the  Present 
State  of  Uterine  Pathology,  which  appeared  in  the  Lancet  di\r\ng  the  spring  of  1856, 
and  which  was  afterwards  published  as  a  separate  work,  he  denies  having  "ever 
looked  upon  it  as  a  disease  per  se,  having  a  separate  existence— a  separate  patho- 
logical entity;"  apparently  forgetting  statements  such  as  those  which  I  have  quoted, 
and  also  the  no  less  significant  fact  that  226  out  of  the  359  pages  of  which  the  first 
part  of  his  book  is  composed  are  occupied  with  the  consideration  of  inflammation 
and  ulceration  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  only  37  with  the  study  of  inflammation, 
acute  or  chronic,  of  the  bod}^  of  the  organ.  In  this  Review,  too,  atfections  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  are  recognized,  though  only  incidentally,  in  a  manner  suggestive 
of  a  frequency  and  importance  much  more  considerable  than  would  be  inferred  by 
readers  of  his  larger  work,  while  he  altogether  abandons  the  doctrine  on  which  so 
much  stress  has  been  laid  of  the  special  importance  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri.  I 
inferredit  to  be  usually  of  little  moment,  because,  whether  it  be  present  or  absent, 
"a  very  great  degree  of  resemblance  exists  between  the  two  classes  of  cases: 
women  of  the  same  age,  in  similar  circumstances,  presenting  the  same  symptoms, 
leading  to  the  same  results,  having  the  same  duration,  and  attended  with  similar 
structural  changes,  whether  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  present  or  absent."  Dr. 
Bennet  concludes.  Review,  p.  31,  that  the  "  two  groups  of  patients  wore  laboring 
in  a  gi'eat  measure  under  the  same  disease,  only  manifesting  its  existence  in  one 
group  by  one  mode  of  expression,  in  the  other  group  by  another  mode  of  ex- 
pression." The  indiscriminate  use  of  caustics  will  probably  not  very  long  outlast 
the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  but  one  mode  of 
expression  of  uterine  disease;  in  other  words,  an  accident — not  an  essential  char- 
acter. Dr.  |}cnn(!t,  indeed,  considers  this  conclusion  valueless;  to  my  mind  it  is 
oiu'  of  gri'iit,  j)ractical  moment,  and  one  wiiirii  ji|i|iriirs  to  me  to  be  already  bearing 
fruil. 

Jlaviiig  liad  occasion  thus  to  refer  to  Dr.  Bennet,  I  cannot  let  pass  the  opjiortu- 
nity  of  avowing  my  sense  of  tlio  obligation  under  which  ho  has  laid  Ihi-  jirot'ession 
in  this  country,  not  only  by  the  attention  wiiicii  ho  has  drawn  to  the  subject  of 
uterine  disease  in  general,  but  also  by  many  of  his  own  observations,  and  especially 
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proportion  as  81  per  cent,  of  all  women  presenting  symptoms  of 
uterine  ailment  are  suffering  from  inflammatory  disease  of  the 
tissue  or  canal  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  70.4  per  cent,  likewise  from 
ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  this  inquiry  can  scarcely  be  expected  to 
be  difficult  to  answer.^  The  evidence  in  support  of  the  importance 
as  well  as  of  the  frequency  of  these  affections  may  fairly  be  ex- 
pected to  be  overwhelming;  and  the  symptoms  of  ulceration  of 
the  OS  uteri  to  be  characteristic,  either  from  their  peculiarity  or 
their  severity,  or  from  both  together;  and  to  differ  in  important 
respects  from  such  as  attend  upon  those  uterine  ailments  which 
are  unassociated  with  that  condition. 

There  is  not  time  in  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Diseases,  of 
"Women  to  carry  you  step  by  step  through  the  whole  of  this  inquiry, 
which  some  years  since  I  made  the  theme  of  my  Croonian  Lec- 
tures. It  must  suffice  then  to  say,  that,  dividing  all  cases  in  which 
the  alleged  symptoms  of  uterine  ulceration  were  present  into  two 
classes,  according  as  examination  with  the  speculum  discovered 
that  condition  or  showed  it  to  be  absent,  I  endeavored  to  ascertain 
whether  sterility  is  more  frequent,  whether  the  rate  of  fecundity 
is  lower,  and  whether  abortion  occurs  oftener  in  the  one  class  of 
cases  than  in  the  other?  Whether  menstrual  disorder  is  more 
common,  more  severe,  or  different  in  kind;  whether  leucorrhoea 
is  more  abundant,  or  furnished  from  a  different  source ;  or  whether 
pain  is  less  tolerable  when  the  os  uteri  is  ulcerated  than  when  that 
condition  is  absent?  And  lastly,  whether  similar  or  different 
causes  produce  the  uterine  affection  in  the  two  classes  of  cases ; 
whether  the  duration  of  illness  is  the  same ;  whether  the  structural 
alterations  of  the  womb  are  alike  or  diverse  ? 

Each  of  these  questions  was  made  the  subject  of  special  inquiry, 
and  the  general  results,  from  which  more  extended  observation 
has  not  led  me  to  differ,  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

1st.  Uterine  pain,  menstrual  disorder,  and  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charges— the  symptoms  ordinarily  attributable  to  ulceration  of  the 
OS  uteri — are  met  with  independently  of  that  condition  almost  as 
often  as  in  connection  with  it. 

2d.  These  symptoms  are  observed  in  both  classes  of  cases  with 
a  vastly  preponderating  frequency  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  vigor 
of  the  sexual  functions,  and  no  cause  has  so  great  a  share  in  their 
production  as  the  different  incidents  connected  with  the  active 
exercise  of  the  reproductive  powers.  But  it  does  not  appear  that 
ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  exerts  any  special  influence  either  in 
causing  sterility  or  in  inducing  abortion. 

3d.  AYhile  the  symptoms  are  identical  in  character  in  the  two 
classes  of  cases,  they  seem  to  present  a  slightly  increased  degree 

by  his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  uterine  displacements,  and  on  the  diagnosis  of 
uterine  cancer. 

1  Hennig,  op.  cit.  p.  68,  found  the  proportion  to  be  17  per  cent.,  and  in  9  only 
of  the  17  did  the  morbid  condition  of  the  os  coexist  with  leucorrhceal  discharge 
from  the  cervix. 
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of  intensity  in  tlaose  cases  in  wHcli  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri 
exists. 

4th.  In  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  careful  examination, 
four-fifths  of  the  cases  of  either  class  presented  appreciable  changes 
in  the  condition  of  the  uterus — such  as  misplacement,  enlarge- 
ment, and  hardening  of  its  tissue,  while  frequently  several  of  these 
conditions  coexisted.  An  indurated  and  hypertrophied  state  of 
the  cervix  uteri  was,  however,  more  frequent  in  connection  with 
ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  than  independently  of  that  condition. 

5th.  The  inference,  however,  to  which  the  last-mentioned  fact 
would  seem  to  lead,  as  to  the  existence  of  some  necessary  relation 
— such  as  that  of  cause  and  effect — between  ulceration  of  the  os 
uteri  and  induration  of  its  cervix,  is  in  great  measure  negatived 
by  two  circumstances. 

1.  That  in  numerous  instances  an  indurated  cervix  coexisted 
with  a  healthy  os  uteri. 

2.  That  while  in  many  of  the  cases  in  which  induration  of  the 
cervix  existed,  the  ulceration  of  the  os  was  Very  slight,  induration 
was  entirely  absent  in  other  instances  where  the  ulceration  was 
noticed  as  having  been  very  extensive. 

Since,  then,  we  find  that  a  very  great  degree  of  resemblance 
exists  between  the  two  classes  of  cases ;  that  women  of  the  same 
age,  in  similar  circumstances,  present  the  same  symptoms,  leading 
to  the  same  results,  having  the  same  duration,  and  attended  with 
similar  structural  changes,  whether  ulceration,  of  the  os  uteri  is 
present  or  absent ;  it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  that  ulceration  of  the 
womb  is  neither  a  general  cause  of  uterine  disease,  nor  a  trust- 
worthy index  of  its  progress;  and  it  follows,  I  think,  as  a  necessary 
corollary  that  the  endeavor  by  local  remedies  to  remove  this  con- 
dition of  the  OS  is  not  the  all-important  object  in  the  treatment 
of  uterine  disease  which  the  teaching  and  the  practice  of  some 
physicians  would  lead  us  to  imagine. 

But  opinions,  such  as  these  which  I  have  expressed,  are  met  not 
infrequently  by  the  statement,  that  recovery  from  various  uterine 
ailments  is  daily  seen  to  follow  the  employment  of  caustic  and  the 
application  of  various  local  remedies  exclusively  directed  against 
ulceration  of  the  os  uteri.  Now,  though  I  may  not  fully  acquiesce 
in  this  statement,  it  would  be  worse  than  idle  to  denj^^  that,  in 
many  instances,  the  application  of  caustic  to  the  os  uteri  has  been 
succeeded  by  the  restoration  of  the  patient  to  health.  The  fact, 
however,  admits  of  a  solution,  and  one  involving  a  principle  wliich 
finds  its  application  in  the  treatment  of  many  diseases  besides 
those  wliich  are  peculiar  to  the  female  sex. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  tliat  in  connection  with  this  mode 
of  treatment  various  other  measures  arc  of  necessity  adoi)ted 
emi)ient]y  calculated  to  relieve  many  of  the  slighter  forms  of 
uterine  ailmcfits.  Tlie  married  woman  is  for  a  time  taken  from 
her  huHl)and'H  bed ;  the  severe  exertion  to  which  either  a  sense  of 
duly  urged  or  a  love  of  ])leasure  jjrompted  her,  is  discontinued; 
while  rest  in  the  recumbent  posture  places  the  uterus  and  the 
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pelvic  viscera  in  just  tliat  position  in  which  the  return  of  blood 
from  them  encounters  the  smallest  difficulties.  The  condition  of 
the  bowels,  probably  before  habitually  neglected,  is  now  carefully 
regulated;  and  the  patient's  diet,  bland,  nutritious,  and  uustimu- 
lating,  often  differs  widely  from  that  with  which,  while  all  her 
functions  were  overtaxed,  she  vainly  strove  to  tempt  her  failing 
appetite.  Add  to  this,  that  the  occurrence  of  the  menstrual  period 
is  carefully  watched  for ;  that  all  precautions  are  then  redoubled, 
and  each  symptom  of  disorder,  such  as  on  former  occasions  had 
been  borne  uncomplainingly,  though  often  not  without  much  suf- 
fering, is  at  once  encountered  by  its  appropriate  remedy ;  while, 
generally,  returning  convalescence  is  met  in  the  higher  classes  of 
society  by  a  quiet  visit  to  the  country,  or  to  some  watering-place, 
in  pursuit  not  of  gayety  but  of  health ;  and  we  have  assembled  just 
those  conditions  best  fitted  to  remove  three  out  of  four  of  the  dis- 
orders to  which  the  sexual  system  of  woman  is  subject.  But  the 
very  simplicity  of  these  measures  is  a  bar  to  their  adoption ;  for 
it  is  a  matter  of  constant  observation,  that  the  rules  which  common 
sense  cannot  but  approve,  but  which  seem  to  require  nothing  more 
than  common  sense  to  suggest  them,  are  just  those  to  which  our 
patients  least  readilj'  submit.  The  case  is  altered,  however,  when 
the  same  rules  are  laid  down,  not  as  the  means  of  cure  themselves, 
but  only  as  conditions  indispensable  to  the  success  of  that  cauter- 
ization which,  repeated  once  or  oftener  in  the  week,  is  the  great 
remedy  for  the  ulceration  that  the  doctor  has  discovered,  and 
which  he  assures  his  patient,  and  with  the  most  perfect  good  faith, 
produces  all  the  symptoms  from  which  she  suffers.  The  caustic 
used  in  these  milder  cases  is  the  nitrate  of  silver ;  the  surface  to 
which  it  is  applied  is  covered  by  a  thin  layer  of  albuminous  secre- 
tion not  easy  to  remove  completely,  and  which  serves  greatly  to 
diminish  the  powers  of  the  agent,  while  the  slightly  stimulating 
action  that  it  nevertheless  exerts  seldom  does  harm — sometimes,  I 
believe,  does  real  good,  though  no  more  than  might  have  been 
equally  attained  by  vaginal  injections,  or  by  other  similar  reme- 
dies, which  the  patient  might  have  employed  without  the  inter- 
vention of  her  medical  attendant. 

It  would,  however,  be  a  matter  of  comparatively  little  moment 
whether  the  views  which  I  believe  to  be  erroneous  were  so  or  not, 
if  their  reception  involved  nothing  more  than  an  over-estimate  of 
the  value  of  certain  therapeutical  proceedings  which  may  in  reality 
be  unessential  to  the  patient's  cure.  But  their  evil,  if  they  be 
erroneous,  is  of  a  far  graver  kind,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
act  injuriously  on  the  patient  is  not  hard  to  understand.  No  one 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  but  must  have  been  often 
struck  with  the  important  part  which  the  sexual  system  plays, 
unconsciously  to  herself,  in  almost  all  the  diseases  of  women.  The 
frequent  sadness  and  low  spirits  in  celibacy,  the  grief,  the  almost 
shame,  of  childless  marriage,  depend  on  causes  more  deeply  seated 
than  reason  can  dispel,  and  are  familiar  to  us  as  often  stamping  a 
peculiar  character  on  the  diseases  of  our  patients.     To  the  same 
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cause  is  due  the  nervous  susceptibility  whicli  women  often  mani- 
fest on  the  least  symptom  of  ailment  affecting  their  uterine  system; 
to  control  which,  and  to  prevent  the  disposition  to  unconscious  ex- 
aggeration of  their  symptoms,  becomes  often  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant, and  at  the  same  time  one  of  our  least  easy  duties.  Any 
course  of  proceeding,  then,  which,  without  the  most  urgent  and 
absolute  necessity,  directs  the  patient's  attention  in  the  slighter 
ailments  painfull}'  and  frequently  to  her  uterine  system,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  objectionable.  The  patient  recovers  from  her  ill- 
ness, but  with  the  impression  that  all  the  sensations  that  for  weeks, 
or  months  before,  she  had  experienced  were  exclusively  due  to  the 
local  disease  which  had  called  for  local  remedies.  On  the  first  re- 
turn of  any  symptoms  resembling  them,  all  her  apprehensions  are 
revived  lest  the  same  painful  investigation,  the  same  distressing 
manipulations  as  before,  should  be  again  required.  The  fact  that 
it  needs  but  to  watch  the  beatings  of  one's  heart  for  a  few  minutes, 
in  order  notably  to  quicken  its  pulsations,  and  to  become  painfully 
conscious  of  its  action,  is  one  of  the  most  familiar  illustrations  of 
that  influence  of  attention  upon  the  functions  of  the  body,  of  which, 
both  in  health  and  in  disease,  we  see  so  many  instances.  Diges- 
tion watched  through  its  different  stages  with  the  not  unnatural 
anxiety  of  a  dyspeptic  invalid,  often  leaves  him  a  hypochondriac, 
unable  to  take  other  than  certain  articles  of  diet,  and  those  cooked 
in  some  peculiar  fashion  ;  while  in  many  instances,  neither  in  the 
food  itself  nor  in  its  mode  of  preparation  is  there  any  reason  to  be 
found  why  that  alone  should  be  tolerated  by  his  fastidious  stomach. 
More  or  less  discomfort — often,  indeed,  much  positive  pain — at- 
tends in  the  great  majority  of  women  upon  the  performance  of  the 
menstrual  function,  precedes  or  follows  it.  These  pains  are  now 
thought  to  be  of  more  importance  than  before;  their  occurrence  is 
watched  for,  the  suffering  of  one  month  is  weighed  against  that  of 
the  month  before,  as  the  woman  thinks  she  finds  in  its  increase  or 
its  diminution  grounds  for  hope  or  for  apprehension.  But  the  sen- 
sations thus  attended  to  increase  in  intensity  and  in  persistence; 
the  slight  ailment,  which  but  for  the  coming  evil  that  it  is  supposed 
to  portend,  would  in  a  few  days  be  forgotten,  is  noted  with  anxious 
vigilance  ;  and  the  more  it  is  observed,  the  more  it  seems  to  grow; 
the  patient  fears  she  never  will  be  well  again,  and  at  length  makes 
up  her  mind  once  more  to  go  through  the  same  treatment  as  be- 
fore relieved  her,  though  it  brought  to  her  the  painful  revelation 
of  the  grave  cause  on  which  her  sufferings,  once  thought  so  little 
of,  in  reality  de[)cnded.  Such  persons  among  the  poor  come  to 
our  hospitals,  and  on  questioning  them  as  to  their  ailments,  they 
at  once,  and  without  waiting  to  describe  their  symptoms,  say  that 
they  are  suffering  from  ulceration  of  the  womb;  though  on  exami- 
nation one  finds  no  traces  of  it,  or  at  most  a  little  redness  of  the 
edges  of  the  os  uteri  ;  or  it  may  be  even  that  slight  abrasion  whicli 
I  trust  that  I  liave  shown  to  be  as  trivial  iti  inqioi'tance  as  it  is  fre- 
quent in  occurrence.  But  tliough  they  have  no  serious  disease, 
they  are  not  the  less,  or  perhaps  one  might  say  all  the  more,  real 
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sufferers,  and  sufferers  most  difficult  to  cure.  The  treatment  they 
perhaps  are  once  more  subjected  to  serves  but  to  confirm  the  mor- 
bid habit  of  mind  which  has  been  gradually  increasing  upon  them, 
and  destroying  both  their  present  happiness  and  their  capacity  for 
it  in  future  years. 

But  though  it  is  my  conviction  that,  in  the  great  majority  of 
instances  in  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  applied  to  the  os  uteri, 
the  proceeding  is  simply  superfluous,  it  yet  would  not  be  right  to 
leave  unnoticed  other  cases  in  which,  the  neck  of  the  womb  being 
more  or  less  enlarged,  stronger  agents  are  employed.  On  these 
occasions  the  caustic  potash  is  generally  used,  and  by  some  with 
the  view  of  destroying  outright  a  certain  portion  of  the  enlarged 
cervix  ;  by  others,  with  the  intention  of  getting  rid  of  the  enlarge- 
ment by  means  of  the  inflammation  which  it  sets  up  in  the  uterine 
tissue.  With  whichever  object  resorted  to,  the  proceeding  is  con- 
fessedly devoid  neither  of  suffering  nor  of  danger.  If  the  caustic 
be  introduced,  as  is  usually  done,  within  the  cervical  canal,  it  is 
allowed  that  the  pain  produced,  and  which  sometimes  lasts  for 
two  or  three  days,  is  very  intense,  causing  nausea  or  sickness,  and 
sometimes  even  syncope,  or  occasioning  extreme  depression,  pros- 
trating a  patient  so  completely  as  to  render  her  unable  to  quit  her 
bed  or  sofa  for  several  days.  Thus  much  for  the  present  efiect  of 
this  remedy,  for  which  its  strongest  advocates  can  scarcely  lay  claim 
to  such  an  epithet  as  jucunde.  But  it  does  not  fare  better  with  it 
as  far  as  cito  is  concerned.  The  application  of  the  potassa  fusa  so 
as  to  produce  an  eschar,  implies  a  subsequent  course  of  treatment 
with  frequent  applications  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  for  a  period  of 
about  forty  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  the  action  of  the 
remedy  being  supposed  to  be  exhausted,  unless  thepatient  is  cured, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  same  treatment  again  and  again. 
This  treatment,  too,  it  will  be  observed,  confines  the  patient  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  that  it  is  in  progress  to  her  room,  and  almost 
to  her  couch,  and  entails  upon  her  the  necessity  of  one  or  two  ex- 
aminations with  the  speculum  every  week  during  its  continuance. 
But  if  it  can  be  said  to  act  neither  cito  nor  jucunde,  it  might  be 
hoped  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  had  at  least  the  third  merit  of 
tuto  ;  but  it  has  not.  The  tendency  to  contraction  or  obliteration 
of  the  cervical  canal  after  these  proceedings  is  very  considerable, 
and  is  referred  to  as  even  a  frequent  occurrence ;  while  inflamma- 
tion both  of  the  uterus  generally,  and  of  its  appendages,  is  a  con- 
tingency far  from  uncommon.  Of  the  last  of  these  accidents  I 
have  seen  several  instances  among  patients  at  the  hospital,  who, 
previous  to  their  coming  under  my  care,  had  been  treated  with 
the  stronger  caustics  for  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  follow  the  advocates  of  this  practice  through 
the  explanation  which  they  give  of  its  mode  of  action ;  and  the 
rather,  since  where  some  see  a  healthy  stimulus  to  the  affected 
tissues,  others  discern  what  they  consider  to  be  a  dulling,  stupe- 
fying influence,  as  they  term  it,  weakening  the  vital  force;  while 
throughout  the  language  used  with  reference  to  this  subject  there 
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is  a  mingling  of  metaphor  with  scientific  terminology,  from  which 
it  is  extremely  difiicult  to  arrive  at  a  clear  notion  of  what  is  meant. 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  by  either  mode  of  applying  the  caustic 
potass,  the  cervix  uteri  may  be  reduced  in  size;  but  my  dissent 
from  the  practice  is  founded  on  the  fact  that  it  has  none  of  the 
three  recommendations  of  painlessless,  speed,  or  safety;  while  my 
own  experience  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  when  adopted  it  is 
usually  either  out  of  place  or  superfluous.  During  the  presence 
of  any  active  symptoms  of  inflammation,  such  a  proceeding  as  the 
destruction  of  a  portion  of  the  uterine  tissue  by  caustics  cannot 
but  be  perilous;  after  their  removal  the  womb  will  return  slowly, 
often  indeed  but  imperfectly,  to  its  previous  size.  This  return, 
however,  does  take  place,  as  far  at  least  as  my  experience  goes,  in 
the  immense  majority  of  cases,  and  takes  place  as  surely,  and  not 
much,  if  at  all,  more  slowly,  uTider  just  those  conditions  which 
best  promote  the  general  health,  as  under  a  course  of  treatment 
which,  apart  from  other  evils,  confines  a  woman  for  weeks  and 
months  to  her  chamber  and  her  couch,  to  the  grievous  impairment 
of  her  general  health,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  her  cheerfulness,  as 
on  several  occasions  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  observing. 
Moreover,  very  wide  variations  in  the  size  of  the  womb  seem  to 
be  equally  compatible  with  the  healthy  performance  of  its  func- 
tions, while  the  special  tendency  which  it  exhibits  in  any  circum- 
stances that  produce  congestion  of  its  vessels  to  increase  in  size 
must  never  be  forgotten  in  estimating  the  pathological  importance 
of  hypertrophy,  either  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  organ.  In 
this  opinion,  too,  I  am  further  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  most  marked  instances  of  enlargement  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  with  increased  hardness  of  its  tissues,  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  occurred  in  cases  where  there  was  no  trace 
of  ulceration  either  of  the  os  uteri  or  of  the  canal  of  its  cervix. 

But  I  must  stop  here,  and  reserve  for  the  next  lecture  the  en- 
deavor to  show  what  opinions  seem  to  me  better  substantiated, 
and  what  practice  more  judicious,  than  those  which  I  have  hitherto 
been  engaged  in  criticizing. 


LECTURE    VII L 

INFLAMMATORY  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Chronic  Inflammation  and  its  Rksults,  contiruicd.  Evidence  of  gonornl  dc- 
jicndence  of  symptoms  on  affection  of  body  of  uterus,  and  indcpeiulonoo  of 
ulc(;ration  of  os — illustrative  cases.     Objc^etions  answered. 

Hypothi'sisof  primary  affection  of  cervical  canal  considered  ;  and  reasons  assigned 
I'or  dissenting  from  it. 

Treatment  of  tliese  cases;  depletion,  sedatives,  use  of  mercurials,  use  and  selection 
of  tonics.  Vaginal  injections.  Exceptional  cases  requiring  local  treatment 
of  ulceration. 

Cases  of  cervical  Nuicorrhd^a;  their  nature  and  trcatuicnt. 

TiiK  last  Lecture  was  occu])icd  almost  entirely  with  the  endeavor 
to  point  out  the  iiillacy  of  u  certain  hypothesis  which  professed  to 
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explain  the  occurrence  of  menstrual  irregularities,  leucorrhosal  dis- 
charges, and  uterine  pain,  by  referring  them  to  a  single  cause,  and 
regarding  them  as  the  invariable,  or  almost  invariable,  conse- 
quences of  inflammation  of  the  cervix  and  ulceration  of  the  os 
uteri. 

It  remains  for  us  now,  however,  to  inquire  to  what  other  cause 
or  causes  these  symptoms  may  be  attributed,  and  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  in  what  circumstances  the  local  affection  of  the  os  uteri 
is  to  be  regarded  as  occasioning  special  aggravation  of  the  patient's 
symptoms,  and  as  calling  for  special  local  treatment. 

In  the  course  of  former  lectures  many  remarks  have  been  already 
anticipated,  which  might  otherwise  find  here  a  most  appropriate 
place.  It  can,  indeed,  scarcely  be  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have 
already  said  with  reference  to  the  connection  of  menstrual  irregu- 
larity and  leucorrhoeal  discharges  with  hepatic  disorder,  or  with 
the  gouty  or  rheumatic  diathesis.  Such  conditions  are  of  them- 
selves amply  suj6B.cient  to  account  for  symptoms  which  the  patient 
may  refer  to  the  womb ;  and  so  long  as  they  are  unremoved,  it  is 
idle,  or  worse  than  idle,  to  attempt  a  cure  by  local  treatment. 

But  there  is,  besides,  a  large  category  of  cases  in  which  the 
symptoms  date  back  to  pregnancy,  delivery,  or  miscarriage,  and  in 
which  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  as  well  as  the  history  of  the 
patient,  point  to  a  purely  local  cause  of  the  aihuent.  In  these 
cases,  however,  it  is  the  body  of  the  womb  which  is  the  part  most 
affected,  since  as  it  bears  the  greatest  part  in  all  the  changes  that 
pregnancy  brings  with  it,  so  any  defect  in  the  involution  of  the 
organ  will  leave  its  body  more  enlarged,  the  lining  of  its  cavity 
more  vascular,  than  are  the  walls  or  the  lining  of  the  cervical  canal. 
Often,  indeed,  but  by  no  means  always,  enlargement  of  the  neck 
of  the  womb  accompanies  enlargement  of  its  body,  but  the  former 
is  not  the  occasion  of  the  latter, — is,  I  believe,  secondary  in  the 
order  of  time,  and  subordinate  in  point  of  importance.^^ 

In  40  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  that  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, the  patient's  history  went  back  to  one  or  other  of  these  last- 
named  exciting  causes ;  for,  indeed,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive 
of  a  state  of  things  more  favorable  than  they  to  the  supervention 

1  While  these  sheets  were  passing  through  the  press,  Scanzoni's  elaborate 
treatise  on  chronic  inflammation  of  the  womb  {Die  chT07iische  Metriiis,  8vo.,  Wien, 
1863),  came  into  my  hands,  though  too  late  for  me  to  make  that  use  of  it  which 
I  should  have  otherwise  wished  to  do.  I  may,  however,  be  excused  for  expressing 
my  satisfaction  at  finding  the  opinions  which,  more  than  ten  years  since,  I  put 
forth  in  my  Croonian  Lectures,  so  fully  borne  out  by  the  large  experience  of  the 
German  professor. 

"Any  unprejudiced  observer,"  says  he,  "must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
importance  of  the  so-called  inflammatory  affections  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  has 
been  too  much  over-estimated  in  the  course  of  the  last  twenty  years  ;  that  many  a 
discomfort,  many  a  symptom  of  disease,  has  been  attributed  to  these  conditions,' 
without  the  slightest  proof  of  any  real  connection  subsisting  between  them." 

"  We,  for  our  part,  are  firmly  convinced  that  the  pathological  changes  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  uterus  are  of  much  greater  moment,  both  locally  as  well  as 
with  reference  to  the  disorder  which  they  produce  in  distant  organs,  than  the 
recently  so  highly  estimated  swellings,  hypertrophies,  granulations,  and  ulcerations 
of  the  cervix,"  p.  53. 
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of  inflammation  and  of  kindred  processes.  And  if  it  does  come 
on,  we  find  its  attack  announced  by  pain  of  a  severer  kind,  and  of 
a  more  distinctly  paroxysmal  character  than  was  before  expe- 
rienced, sometimes,  indeed,  excruciating  in  severity;  while  even 
in  its  absence  there  is  extreme  tenderness  of  the  uterus,  with  great 
heat  of  the  vagina,  and  usually  a  very  abundant  purulent  leucor- 
rhoea ;  often,  though  by  no  means  invariably  tinged  with  blood. 
Moreover,  these  local  symptoms  are  associated  with  more  or  less 
considerable  constitutional  disturbance,  while  on  their  subsidence 
the  uterine  tissue,  as  far  as  its  state  can  be  ascertained,  is  felt  to 
be.harder  in  texture  than  before ;  and  lastly,  these  symptoms,  when 
once  they  have  occurred,  are  apt  to  return  at  uncertain  intervals 
during  a  period  of  many  years,  presenting  on  each  occasion  the 
same  character,  amenable  to  the  same  treatment,  but  in  spite  of 
it  retaining  the  same  disposition  to  recur  over  and  over  again. 

In  September,  1851,  a  married  woman,  aged  forty-one,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  told  the  following- 
history  of  her  ailments:  Having  married  at  sixteen,  at  which 
time  the  menstrual  discharge  was  scanty,  and  irregular  in  its  return, 
she  at  once  became  pregnant,  but  miscarried  at  the  third  month. 
A  second  pregnancy  terminated  at  the  full  period,  after  a  linger- 
ing labor  of  two  days  and  a  half  duration,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  her  age ;  and  a  third  pregnane}^  soon  afterwards  likewise  ter- 
minated prematurely  at  the  fourth  month.  Her  symptoms  dated 
from  the  time  of  her  lingering  labor,  and  consisted  of  leucorrhoeal 
discharge,  sometimes  very  copious,  occasionally  also  very  oft'en- 
sive ;  constant  sense  of  discomfort  in  the  uterine  region,  with 
occasional  sharp  stabbing  23ains,  chiefl}^  referred  to  the  right  groin, 
and  always  aggravated  at  a  menstrual  period ;  while  the  menstrual 
discharge,  which  for  years  had  been  gradually  increasing  in  quan- 
tity, and  was  now  extremely  profuse,  was  always  succeeded  by 
temporary  relief  to  the  patient's  suflerings.  The  pain  and  the 
hemorrhage  together  had  worn  down  her  health  ;  her  countenance 
was  anxious,  and  her  pulse  128,  and  feeble.  The  uterus  was  found 
to  be  rather  low  down,  but  not  much  enlarged,  though  very  tender; 
the  cervix  uteri  was  indurated,  somewhat  elongated,  and  very 
painful ;  and  the  os  uteri,  which  was  small  and  circular,  presented 
no  trace  of  abrasion,  either  affecting  its  lips,  or  extending  into  the 
canal  of  the  cervix,  though  the  congestion  of  that  part  was  very 
marked.  Rest,  frequent  local  leeching,  and  sedatives,  relieved  the 
patient's  sufferings,  improved  diet  restored  her  strength,  and  when 
slie  left  the  hospital  in  JSTovember,  she  had  lost  the  sense  of  pain 
and  bearing  down  ;  there  was  but  little  leucorrhcca,  the  tenderness 
of  the  uterus  was  much  diminished,  and  the  congestion  of  its 
oriiico  had  entirely  (lisu])pcared.  It  nuiy  be  added  that  once  during 
the  course  of  her  ti'eatment,  superficial  abrasion  of  the  os  uteri 
showed  itself,  but  disappeared  of  its  own  accord  in  a  few  days. 
Great  as  the  relief  was  wliicli  this  poor  woman  had  obtained,  I  did 
not  anticipate  tliat  she  would  continue  free  i'rom  suffering  if  she 
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returned  home  to  bear  a  part  in  the  duties  and  to  submit  to  the 
hardships  which  are  inseparable  from  poverty. 

Accordingly,  in  less  than  twelve  months  she  returned  to  the 
hospital,  presenting  the  same  symptoms  as  before,  and  submitted 
to  a  similar  plan  of  treatment  with  the  like  result.  The  os  uteri 
on  this  occasion  also  presented  no  abrasion,  though  frequent  exam- 
inations were  made  with  the  speculum  to  ascertain  this  fact.  The 
patient  remained  this  time  somewhat  longer  than  before  in  the 
hospital,  and  took  small  doses  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury  for 
several  weeks,  though  never  in  such  quantities  as  to  afiect  the 
mouth.  For  six  months  after  her  discharge,  she  continued  almost 
free  from  suifering;  but  in  September,  1853,  her  symptoms  began 
to  return :  menstruation,  though  not  so  profuse  as  before,  became 
once  more  very  painful ;  and  for  some  days  before  her  admission 
into  the  hospital,  on  October  20,  she  had  paroxysms  of  such  intense 
severity  that  she  rolled  about  the  bed  in  uncontrollable  agony, 
which  large  doses  of  sedatives  were  unable  to  subdue.  On  her 
admission  there  was  the  same  intense  congestion  of  the  os  uteri  as 
on  former  occasions,  with  a  very  abundant,  highly  oiFensive,  puru- 
lent discharge,  slightly  tinged  with  blood  from  its  interior ;  the 
womb  itself  being  low  down,  somewhat  larger  than  natural,  and 
the  cervix  large,  hard,  swollen,  and  intensely  tender;  but  no  trace 
of  abrasion  of  the  os  w^as  perceptible.  The  application  of  six 
leeches  to  the  uterus  was  followed  by  bleeding  so  profuse  as  to  cause 
syncope ;  but  for  several  days  subsequently  the  patient  continued 
perfectly  free  from  pain,  and  though  it  afterwards  returned,  yet  it 
never  again  attained  the  same  degree  of  intensity.  She  remained 
in  the  hospital  for  six  weeks,  during  which  time  local  leeching 
was  occasionally  resorted  to ;  small  doses  of  the  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury were  again  given,  together  with  the  syrup  of  the  iodide  of 
iron ;  and  under  this  treatment  improvement  once  more  took  place, 
and  the  neck  of  the  womb,  at  the  time  of  the  patient's  discharge, 
was  at  least  a  third  smaller  than  it  had  been  at  her  admission. 

This  case  I  have  related,  both  for  the  illustration  it  aflbrds  of 
the  treatment  by  which  these  symptoms  should  be  encountered, 
as  well  as  because  it  displays  the  symptoms  in  their  severest  form, 
and  recurring  with  that  pertinacity  which  is  one  of  the  most  painful 
characteristics  of  this  class  of  ailments.  I  apprehend  that  one  does 
not  err  in  connecting  the  commencement  of  this  patient's  illness 
with  some  inflammatory  aifection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  her 
uterus,  which  supervened  upon  her  delivery,  and  which,  during 
the  many  subsequent  years,  was  every  now  and  then  lighted  up 
afresh  by  causes  such  as  in  the  household  of  the  poor  are  not  far 
to  seek.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  multiply  cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  but  in  further  exemplification  of  the  subject,  I  will  just 
refer  to  one  other  of  a  kindred  nature.  In  some  few,  happily 
very  few  cases,  the  inflammation,  which  in  gonorrhoea  is  usually 
limited  to  the  vagina,  not  only  attacks  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bladder,  but  affects  the  lining  of  the  uterus  also,  and  even 
extends  to  the  peritoneum,  sometimes  endangering  the  patient's 
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life.  But  without  causing  these  most  formidable  results,  acute 
inflammation  of  the  vagina  sometimes  extends  beyond  its  original 
seat,  and  gives  rise  to  symptoms  such  as  we  are  now  considering. 
A  patient,  aged  thirty-five,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  complaining  of  dysuria  and  frequent  micturition,  ot 
painful  and  profuse  menstruation,  and  of  leucorrhceal  discharge, — 
symptoms  which  she  referred  to  a  somewhat  severe  attack  of  gon- 
orrhosa  three  months  before.  Her  uterus  was  found  much  enlarged, 
anteverted,  and  fixed  in  its  unnatural  position,  while  its  tissue 
generally  was  much  harder  than  natural,  and  the  margins  of  the 
OS  uteri,  though  free  from  the  slightest  trace  of  abrasion,  presented 
very  marked  congestion,  and  discharge  was  poured  out  from  the 
interior  abundantly.  It  is  here,  I  think,  no  unfair  assumption  to 
suppose  that  all  these  symptoms,  from  which  the  patient  had  never 
suffered  previous  to  the  gonorrhoea,  were  excited  by  it, — and  that 
had  affected  the  interior  of  the  uterus,  and  had  also  bound  down 
the  organ  in  its  unnatural  position  by  adhesions  consequent  on 
peritoneal  inflammation. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind,  with  reference  to  cases  of  this  and  of 
a  similar  kind,  that  the  assumption  of  inflammation  affecting  the 
body  of  the  womb  is  not  sufficiently  negatived  by  the  absence,  in 
the  patient's  history,  of  any  mention  of  symptoms  so  grave  as  we 
might  be  inclined  to  imagine  that  inflammation  of  the  more  im- 
portant parts  of  this  viscus  must  of  necessity  produce.  In  making- 
examinations  after  death,  we  constantly  find  adhesions  between  the 
uterus  and  the  rectum,  or  matting  together  of  the  parts  within  the 
fold  of  one  or  other  broad  ligament,  although  the  patient  during 
her  lifetime  may  never  have  mentioned  any  attack  of  uterine  or 
abdominal  inflammation.  Not  infrequently,  too,  we  find  the  uterus 
firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis,  with  most  obvious  thickening  of  the 
broad  ligament,  or  of  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue ;  while  yet  the 
closest  inquiry  will  fail  to  elicit  anything  more  definite  than  the 
statement,  that  a  bad  confinement  or  a  bad  miscarriage  some  time 
before  was  succeeded  by  a  painful  and  tedious  convalescence. 

Other  cases  might  be  mentioned  which,  I  believe,  admit  of  the 
same  interpretation, — cases  where  the  symptoms  have  succeeded 
to  marriage,  or  where  they  have  followed  suppressed  menstruation; 
nor  would  I  propose  a  different  explanation  of  those  instances  in 
which  uterine  misplacements,  as  anteflexion  or  retroflexion,  are 
succeeded  b}^  signs  of  sexual  disorder  such  as  we  have  been  con- 
sidering, or  where  they  have  been  associated  with  misi»lacomont  of 
the  ovary.  In  all  of  these  cases  it  is,  I  believe,  the  interior  of  the 
uterine  cavity  which  suffers  first;  it  is  thence  that  the  hemorrhages 
are  derived,  tlionce  that  the  greater  part  of  the  leucorrliceal  dis- 
charge is  furnished;  and  it  is  the  irritation  of  that  part  of  the 
organ  in  wliich  its  most  im})ortant  functions  arc  transacted,  that 
leads  to  the  increase  of  its  size  so  apparent  in  the  great  pi-oportion 
of  cases  of  long-continued  uterine  ailment.  That  the  ovaries  sutler 
too,  constant  observation  proves;  and  facts  illustrative  of  the  af- 
fection of  the  neck  of  the  womb  are  also  perpetually  coming  under 


AFFECTION  OF  CANAL  OF  CERVIX  UTERI.      117 

our  notice ;  but  there  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  any  proof  that, 
as  a  general  rule,  the  point  of  departure  of  the  mischief  is  in  the 
neck  of  the  womb  any  more  than  at  its  orifice,  or  in  its  append- 
ages. 

There  are,  indeed,  some  writers,  who,  while  they  concede  the 
comparatively  small  importance  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  yet 
appear  to  me  scarcel}^  to  attach  due  weight  to  the  ailments  of  the 
"Uterine  cavity.  The  elaborate  secretory  apparatus  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  so  minutely  described  and  so  beautifully  delineated  by  Dr. 
Tyler  Smith  and  Dr.  Hassall,^  seems,  indeed,  to  furnish  an  ample 
source  for  almost  any  conceivable  amount  of  discharge.  But  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  like  many  other  secreting  apparatuses, 
this  is  by  no  means  in  constant  activity.  Its  full  action  seems  to 
be  called  forth  only  during  pregnancy,  and  my  own  observation 
does  not  by  any  means  confirm  the  statement,  that  in  the  inter- 
vals between  the  menstrual  periods  a  mucous  plug  is  secreted, 
hermetically  closing,  as  it  were,  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  for  I  have 
observed  any  such  secretion  to  be  as  often  absent  as  present  in 
uteri  which  I  have  examined.  I  may  further  add,  that  Dr.  Hen- 
nig,^  who  has  devoted  so  much  labor  to  the  subject  which  we  are 
now  considering,  expressly  states  pregnancy  to  be  the  only  physio- 
logical condition  in  which  this  mucous  .plug  is  formed. 

These  alleged  facts  concerning  the  functions  of  the  cervical 
glands  have,  however,  been  made  the  groundwork  of  a  theory 
according  to  which  a  sort  of  antithetical  action  exists  between  the 
cavity  and  the  neck  of  the  womb ;  the  former  periodically  pour- 
ing out  the  menstrual  discharge,  the  latter  periodically  forming  a 
secretion  by  which  its  canal  is  closed,  until  with  each  menstrua- 
tion the  plug  is  removed.  Hj^pothetical  uses,  too,  connected  with 
the  generative  process,  are  assigned  to  this  secretion,  against  the 
validity  of  which  its  frequent  absence  is  one  of  the  most  cogent 
arguments.  In  conformity,  too,  with  this  assumption  of  the 
physiological  condition  of  these  parts,  it  is  alleged  that  leucor- 
rhcea  is  in  general  merely  a  hypersecretion  from  the  glandular 
apparatus  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  most  of  the  ills  which  in  this 
and  the  preceding  lecture  have  engaged  our  notice,  are  regarded 
as  merely  the  secondary  results  either  of  the  local  irritation  pro- 
duced by  the  discharge  on  adjacent  parts,  or  else  of  constitutional 
disorder  excited  by  purulent  absorption  owing  to  the  constant 
presence  of  the  morbid  secretion  in  the  vagina. 

There  is  something  so  attractive  in  ingenious  speculations,  that 
we  cannot  be  surprised  if  sometimes  they  are  propounded  a  little 

'  In  vol.  XXXV,  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions ;  and  afterwards  by  Dr. 
Tyler  Smith,  in  his  work  on  Leucorrhoea,  8vo.,  London,  1855.  M.  Huguier  was,  to 
the  best  of  my  belief,  the  person  who  in  his  Lectures  at  the  Ho jntal  de  VOurcine, 
published  in  the  Gazette  des  Ilopitaux,  for  1847,  clearly  enunciated  the  opinion 
that  the  main  source  of  leucorrhosa  was  to  be  sought  in  affection  of  the  glandular 
apparatus  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  supported  this  view  by  very  cogent  argument, 
though,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  text,  I  have  ventured  to  dissent  from  the 
conclusion  at  which  both  he  and  other  subsequent  writers  have  arrived. 

2  Op.  cit,  p.  18. 
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hastily ;  and  this  is  all  the  more  likely  to  he  the  case  if  the  point  on 
which  they  rest  is  one  which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  determine 
with  certainty  by  actual  observation.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  frequent,  perhaps  even  the  constant  admixture  of  secretion 
from  the  glands  of  the  cervix  with  that  from  the  cavity  of  the 
womb  in  ordinary  leucorrhoea ;  I  believe  that  in  some  cases  which 
will  be  hereafter  noticed,  such  secretion  makes  up  by  far  the 
greater  amount  of  the  discharge.  There  are  some  considerations, 
however,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  means  of  positively  deter- 
mining during  the  lifetime  of  our  patients  whether  a  discharge 
poured  out  from  the  os  uteri  is  furnished  from  the  cervical  canal, 
or  from  higher  up  in  the  body  of  the  uterus,  or  from  both,  should 
make  us  hesitate  to  assign  so  little  importance  to  affections  of  the 
uterine  cavity  in  the  production  of  leucorrhoea  and  kindred  dis- 
orders. Some  of  the  most  cogent  of  these  have  been  already  so 
fully  detailed,  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to -refer  once  again 
to  the  changes  that  succeed  delivery,  in  which  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cavity  of  the  womb  bears  so  much  greater  a  part  than 
that  of  the  cervix,  and  continues  to  pour  out  a  muco-purulent 
secretion  long  after  all  sanguineous  flow  has  ceased.  The  history 
of  an  ordinary  menstrual  period  affords  another  illustration  of  the 
same  fact.  The  mixture  of  mucus  and  epithelium,  which  at  its 
commencement  and  end  constitutes  the  greater  part  of  the  men- 
strual flux,  is  not  only  assumed  to  be  furnished  from  the  congested 
mucous  membrane  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  but  on  examination 
after  death  may  be  seen  not  only  in  its  cavity,  but  even  distending 
the  whole  length  of  the  Fallopian  tubes.^  Whence,  too,  but  from 
such  a  source  could  it  flow,  as  it  sometimes  does  in  the  healthy 
subject  for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  after  the  cessation  of  all 
admixture  of  blood,  since  the  secretion  formed  in  the  cervical  canal 
must  be  removed  at  the  commencement  of  each  menstruation,  and 
the  periodical  functions  of  the  two  parts  of  the  womb  are  assumed 
to  be  performed  at  difl'erent  times?  Kor  must  it  be  forgotten,  that 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterine  cavity  is  provided  with  appro- 
priate glands,  to  furnish  such  secretion,  almost  infinite  in  number, 
curiously  convoluted  to  increase  the  extent  of  their  surface,  and 
susceptible  of  a  peculiar  hj^pertrophy  more  remarkable  than  any 
which  is  observed  to  take  place  in  the  glands  of  the  cervix.  Ob- 
servation also  not  infrequently  discovers  the  membrane  of  the 
uterine  cavity  abundantly  moistened  with  secretion,  while  now 
and  then  accident  and  disease  bear  testimony  to  the  same  fact,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  inverted  uterus,  of  which  one  of  the  most  con- 
stant symptoms,  next  to  the  profnse  hemorrhage,  is  the  abundant 
IcncorrhcL-a;  or  of  the  inflamed  lining  membrane  of  the  womb 
when,  some  acddent  preventing  the  CKcape  of  the  secretion,  the 

1  It  sooms  iiiil('i'<l  (Innlilful  whctlicf  nfrcctiiu)  of  the  l<\ill(i]iiiui  hibos  does  not  \'>]:\y 
a  far  rnorr;  imjiortiint  fiart  llian  wo  have  bocn  aocustomi-d  to  suppose,  in  tlie  pro- 
duction of  nian^-  of  tlio  ailments  of  llio  feniulo  sexual  system.  ISeo  Ilennig-'s  re- 
marks on  tlie  )ireponderanee  of  catarrh  of  the  tubes,  over  similar  alVeclions  of  tlio 
body  or  neck  of  the  womb,  or  of  the  vagina. — 0/>.  cit.,  p.  28. 
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cavity  of  tlie  organ  has  been  found  distended  by  an  accumulation 
of  pus.' 

Rejecting,  then,  the  supposition  that  the  symptoms  we  have  been 
considering  are  in  general  due  either  to  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri, 
or  to  some  affection  of  "the  glands  of  its  cervix,  we  come  now  to 
inquire  into  their  most  appropriate  treatment.  This,  as  you  will 
readil}'  understand,  differs  widely,  according  as  the  symptoms  have 
anything  of  an  active  character,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  are  purely 
chronic,  though  in  both  cases  the  indications  to  be  met  are  but  few, 
and  the  means  to  be  employed  abundantly  simple.  So  long  as 
acute  symptoms  are  present,  or  whenever  they  reappear  in  the 
chronic  stage  of  the  disorder,  local  leeching  generally  affords  more 
speedy  and  more  decided  relief  than  any  other  remedial  means. 
The  leeches  should  be  applied  to  the  uterus  itself;  not  above  four 
in  number  at  a  time  ;  nor  is  it  in  general  expedient  to  repeat  their 
application  above  once  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  Another  precau- 
tion to  which  your  attention  has  already  been  called,  consists  in 
never  leeching  the  womb  within  four  or  five  days  of  a  menstrual 
period,  lest  the  regularity  of  that  function  be  disturbed,  either  by 
being  brought  on  prematurely,  or  (which,  however,  is  much  less 
frequent)  by  its  occurrence  being  postponed  for  several  days.  The 
pain  which  is  left  behind  after  menstruation  in  some  of  these  cases 
—in  those  especially  in  which  the  discharge  is  scanty — is  often 
very  greatly  relieved  by  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  as  the 
period  passes  off'.  Next  to  the  abstraction  of  blood,  the  mitigation 
of  suffering  by  direct  sedatives  claims  our  attention.  After  what 
has  been  said  in  former  Lectures  on  this  subject,  I  will  now  merely 
remind  you  that  when  sedatives  may  be  long  needed,  the  milder 
the  preparation,  and  the  smaller  the  dose,  the  less  will  be  the  risk 
of  injury  to  the  health  from  their  continuance.  The  backache  is 
often  relieved  by  counter-irritation  to  the  sacrum,  which  is  usually 
more  efficient  than  plasters  of  opium,  or  belladonna ;  wdiile  its 
good  effects,  also,  are  in  general  less  transitory.  As  suitable  a 
preparation  for  this  purpose  as  any  is  a  croton-oil  liniment,  com- 
posed of  one  part  of  croton  oil  to  ten  of  the  simple  camphor-lini- 
ment, which  should  not  be  rubbed  into  the  sacrum,  but  merely 
applied  with  a  sponge  twice  a  day ;  and  while  thus  employed  will 
somewhat  irritate  the  skin,  but  without  producing  any  trouble- 
some pustular  eruption. 

^  There  are  many  such  cases  on  record.  In  one,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
detailed  at  p.  79  of  my  Croonian  Lectures,  and  referred  to  at  p.  91  of  Lecture  VI, 
a  mere  flexure  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  had  prevented  the  escape  of  fluids  from  its 
cavity,  and  it  was  distended  by  the  accumulation  of  pus  within  it  to  the  size  of  a 
hen's  egg.  The  history  of  cases  of  inversion  of  the  womb,  as  detailed,  for  instance, 
in  Cross's  monograph  on.  that  subject,  represents  profuse  leucorrhrea  as  one  of  its 
never-failing  symptoms,  sometimes  indeed,  though  by  no  means  always,  succeeded 
by  a  serous  discharge,  almost  continuous  in  its  flow,  which  takes  the  place  at  length, 
almost  or  altogether,  of  the  previous  hemorrhages.  The  profuse  loss  of  blood  which 
accompanies  in  many  instances  the  small  mucous  polypi  of  the  cervix,  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  ample  evidence  that  hemorrhage  may  follow  irritation  of  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  as  well  as  mucous  discharge,  irritation  of  its  body  or  fundus. 
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The  same  means  as  relieve  the  uterine  pain,  seldom  fail  to  dimin- 
ish, the  irritability  of  the  bladder  by  which  it  is  often  attended,  and 
which,  after  the  first  more  acute  symptoms  have  passed  away,  is 
very  generally  associated  with  abundant  phosphatic  deposits  in 
the  urine.  Small  doses  of  hydrochloric  acid,  with  tincture  of  hen- 
bane and  the  extract  and  decoction  of  pareira,  are  the  most  ser- 
viceable. So  long  as  there  is  much  pain  or  much  uterine  tender- 
ness, no  local  applications  nor  vaginal  injections  will  be  of  service, 
except  suc];i  as  are  simply  soothing,  as  tepid  water ;  and  for  the 
same  purpose  the  tepid  hip-bath  may  be  found  of  benefit.  While 
these  measures  are  employed,  absolute  rest  for  a  time  is  needed, 
though  it  must  never  be  forgotten,  in  the  treatment  of  uterine 
ailments,  that  there  are  certain  positive  evils  to  which  prolonged 
rest  exposes  a  patient,  both  by  the  general  interruption  of  her 
health,  and  also  by  the  almost  inevitable  direction  of  her  thoughts, 
during  the  days  of  seclusion  from  her  ordinary  pursuits  and  ordi- 
nary amusements,  to  the  seat  of  suffering.  At  the  same  time  much 
prudence  is  necessary  in  breaking  through  restrictions  ;  and  ev^ 
for  months  after  the  patient  is  convalescent,  the  approach  of  a 
menstrual  period,  the  presence  of  menstruation,  and  the  first  few 
days  after  its  cessation,  are  seasons  when  every  precaution  must 
be  most  strictly  observed. 

If  promptly  met,  the  symptoms  sometimes  pass  away  gradually, 
but  uninterruptedly  5  though  the  tendency  to  relapse  which  eacli 
menstrual  period  brings  with  it,  or  which  some  very  slight  impru- 
dence suffices  to  occasion,  is  one  of  the  most  disappointing  features 
of  these  cases.  After  several  such  misadventures,  we  find  the 
uterus  not  only  enlarged  and  less  movable  than  natural,  but  its 
tissue  generally  feels  harder,  and  the  cervix  in  particular  presents 
this  character.  Leeches  will  still  do  something  in  many  instances 
towards  removing  this  condition;  though  it  is  in  general  inexpe- 
dient to  apply  more  than  two  at  a  time,  and  the  result"  of  their 
employment  must  settle  the  question  as  to  the  frequency  of  their 
repetition.  In  these  cases  the  bichloride  of  mercury  steadily  em- 
ployed for  many  wxeks  has  seemed  to  me  preferable  to  any  other 
remedy,  exercising  a  decided  influence  in  reducing  the  enlarge- 
ment and  diminisliingthe  induration  of  the  organ,  while  it  neither 
irritates  the  bowels  nor  aftects  the  mouth,  as  other  mercurial  i)rep- 
arations,  nor  disorders  the  digestion,  nor  produces  sleeplessness, 
both  of  which  evils  are  incidental  to  the  employment  of  iodide  of 
potassium.  I  prefer  giving  it  in  the  form  of  pill,  with  a  few  grains 
of  extract  of  hemlock,  and  if  this  l)e  taken  in  the  course  of  dinner 
or  luncheon,  all  risk  of  irritating  the  digestive  organs  is  avoided, 
a  matter  of  no  sliglit  importance,  where,  as  in  these  cases,  the 
appetite  is  fickle.  Some  kind  of  tonic  is  often  needed,  and  few 
are  so  little  likely  to  disagree  as  the  liquor  cinchonas  If  the  bowels 
l:>ccorne  constipated,  or  tiic  liver  gets  out  of  order,  accidents  very 
apt  to  hai»pen,  KUH})ension  of  the  tonic  for  a  day  or  two,  and  an 
aperient  with  two  or  three  grains  ot  hhic  i)ill,  or  a  pill  containing 
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a  grain  and  a  half  of  gray  powder,  of  watery  extract  of  aloes,  and 
of  extract  of  henbane,  will  usually  remove  the  symptoms. 

Pain  in  either  iliac  region  is  a  very  frequent  attendant  on  this 
condition.  A  small  blister  will  generally  efPectQally  relieve  it;  or 
if  the  pain  be  scarcely  so  severe  as  to  necessitate  the  eraploj'ment 
of  a  remedy  from  which  patients  usually  shrink,  a  liniment  of 
belladonna,  aconite,  and  soap  liniment,  may  be  employed  instead.^ 

Long  after  other  symptoms  have  passed  away,  or  have  at  least 
been  very  greatly  mitigated,  there  remains  a  disposition  to  exces- 
sive menstruation,  and  also  to  profuse  leucorrhoeal  discharges,  due, 
I  believe,  to  the  persistence  of  congestion,  not  of  the  uterine  sub- 
stance only,  but  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb  in  particular. 
This  is  a  state  of  things  for  which  chalybeate  preparations  are 
generally  the  best  remedy,  and  I  know  none  better  than  the  com- 
pound sulphate  of  iron,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  sulphuric  acid, 
which  I  mentioned  some  time  ago.^  Another  remedy  which  I 
have  tried  with  advantage  on  Dr.  Tyler  Smith's  recommendation, 
as  specially  adapted  to  cases  where  menorrhagia  is  a  prominent 
S3miptom,  is  a  compound  of  alum  with  sulphate  of  iron.  He 
speaks  of  a  compound  salt^  which  he  has  employed  for  his  hospi- 
tal patients ;  but  even  in  the  rough  form  of  extempore  prescrip- 
tion, it  has  seemed  to  me  very  useful. 

But,  besides  internal  medicines,  various  external  remedies,  such 
as  hip-baths  and  vaginal  injections,  may  be  employed  witli  advan- 
tage in  the  more  chronic  stages  of  this  affection.  It  is  true  that 
we  who  now  believe  the  main  source  of  the  discharge  in  these  cases 
to  be  not  the  vagina,  but  the  uterus,  cannot  anticipate  so  much 
good  from  their  use  as  was  reckoned  on  by  our  predecessors,  who 
imagined  that  the  fluid  injected  into  the  vagina  came  into  direct 
contact  with  the  secreting  surface  whence  the  leucorrhoeal  discharge 
was  furnished.  Still,  mere  purposes  of  cleanliness  furnish  one 
very  obvious  reason  why  injections  should  be  employed  in  every 
case  of  abundant  leucorrhcea;  while  in  addition  it  may  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  almost  always,  when  the  ailment  is  of  long  standing, 
a  part  of  the  discharge  is  poured  out  from  the  vaginal  walls,  and 
some  also  from  the  follicles  of  the  cervix,  on  both  of  which  it  may 
be  expected  that  the  medicated  fluid  will  act  more  or  less  ener- 
getically. The  injection  also  will  serve  to  give  tone  to  the  relaxed 
vagina,  and  thus  to  counteract  the  disposition  to  prolapsus,  which 
is  an  almost  constant  sequela  of  uterine  inflammation,  while  if 
fluid  be  used  abundantly,  or  its  injection  continued  for  several 

1  (ISTo.  10.) 

R     Extr.  Belladonnse, ^ss 

Tinct.  Aconiti  (Pleming's),      .     .     .     ^iv 

Lin.  Saponis,  CO., gjss — M.  ft.  Linimentum. 

For  this  very  useful  formula  I  am  indebted  to  a  paper  of  Dr.  Oldham's,  "  On  the 
Use  of  Bichloride  of  Mercury  in  Hypertrophy  of  the  Uterus,"  Ouy's  Hospital  Re- 
ports, 2d  Series,  vol.  vi,  pt.  i,  p.  161. 

2  See  Formula  No.  1,  p.  46. 

3  The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Leucorrhcea^  8vo.,  1855,  p.  193. 
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minutes  at  a  time,  it  is  also  not  without  decided  influence  on  tlie 
body  and  cavity  of  the  womb  themselves. 

For  any  such  ends  to  be  gained,  however,  it  is  essential  that 
injections  be  employed  much  more  efficiently  than  can  be  done  by 
means  of  the  ordinary  syringes,  or  of  the  India-rubber  bottles 
which  are  commonly  used.  Dr.  Evory  Kennedy's  ingenious  syringe, 
or  even  the  c^dindrical  pump  syringe,  which  is  a  more  convenient 
application  of  his  original  iclea,  both  require  a  degree  of  strength 
of  hand  which  few  women  possess ;  but  a  recent  modification  of 
the  ordinary  sj-ringe,  which  I  have  seen  at  Mr.  Ferguson's,  instru- 
ment-maker, of  Giltspur  Street,  furnished  with  a  foot,  that  keeps 
it  steady  without  the  use  of  both  hands,  appears  to  me  to  obviate 
every  difficulty  that  was  experienced  in  the  use  of  the  other  instru- 
ments. Still  more  efficacious,  however,  is  the  douche,  which  indeed 
I  am  accustomed  to  employ  very  generally  in  hospital  practice,  in 
all  cases  where  the  uterine  cavity  appears  to  be  the  source  of  the 
discharge.  The  only  drawback  from  its  use  is,  that  there  is  a  kind 
of  fuss  in  getting  it  ready,  which  induces  me  in  private  practice 
usually  to  substitute  for  it  the  hip-bath.  By  dissolving  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  of  alum  in  the  water  of  the  bath,  a  verj^  good  astrin- 
gent is  obtained.  If  the  patient  is  apprehensive  of  taking  cold, 
the  bath  may  at  first  be  warmed  to  about  70°  ;  and  by  degrees  its 
temperature  may  be  reduced  till  it  is  taken  quite  cold.  The  morn- 
ing is  the  most  convenient 'time  for  using  it,  and  the  patient  should 
remain  in  at  least  ten  minutes,  in  order  to  derive  any  important 
benefit. 

"With  reference  to  vaginal  injections,  the  point  of  most  impor- 
tance in  their  composition  is,  that  they  should  be  inexpensive  and 
readily  prepared  by  the  patient  herself.  The  dilute  lead  lotion, 
which  can  be  readily  made  from  the  Goulard  extract,  lotions  of 
zinc,  or  of  alum,  all  have  their  advantages  ;  while  two  drachms  of 
tannin,  and  half  an  ounce  of  alum,  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  water, 
form  as  powerful  an  astringent  as  the  decoction  of  oak-bark  and 
alum  lotion,  which  requires  much  time  for  its  preparation.^ 

Though  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  these  measures  suffice 
for  the  gradual  recovery  of  the  patient,  yet  to  this  rule  there  are 
occasional  exceptions,  and  local  applications  are  sometimes  neces- 
sary to  bring  about  the  healing  of  an  ulcerated  or  abraded  condi- 
tion of  the  OS  uteri,  which  may  have  persisted,  unaffected  or  but 
little  modified,  by  the  general  treatment. 

The  vivid  red  appearance  of  the  os  utefi,  associated  with  more 

^  A  pf'culiiir  form  nC  uterine  leucorrluL'n,  liiniletl  in  its  dceurronee  lo  (lie  !ip;o(l, 
and  associ.'ited  wilii  (liJiitalioii  ol'llio  (.-ivilj'  and  atropliy  of  tiu^  walls  dCthe  uterus, 
has  been  described  by  Dr.  Mattbews  JJuiicau,  in  tbe  Kiliiihun/h  Mrdicdl  Journal, 
Marcli,  18fi0.  Jts  cbaracteristic  syin])tt)ms  ajipear  to  be  jieeuliai'  lumbar  and  ]ielvic 
pain,  accompanied  by  a  sense  of  oonstrietion,  and  tlu;  discbaru;e  of  mueo-pus.  lis 
cure  seems  to  rc:quire  tlu;  dilatation  of  tbo  contracted  internal  os  by  tbe  sound,  aiul 
tho  application  of  nitrato  of  silver  to  tlio  interior  of  tbo  womb.  1  believe  tbat  I 
have  mtit  witii  this  condition  on  one  or  two  occasions,  but  llu!  patients  bavinj;"  their 
minds  relieved  with  nd"erence  to  the  existence  of  uterine  cancer,  jireferred  jiulliMg 
up  with  tho  discomfort  to  submitting  to  treatment  fur  its  cure. 
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or  less  extensive  abrasion  of  its  surface,  and  a  slightly  granular 
appearance,  which  is  not  infrequently  met  with  during  the  more 
active  stages  of  these  affections,  for  the  most  part  alters  its  char- 
acter, loses  its  vivid  color,  and  finally  disappears  under  the  local 
depletion  which  the  state  of  the  uterus  generally  calls  for.  Some- 
times, however,  it  continues,  its  granulations  become  large,  soft, 
very  vascular,  and  bleed  easily,  while  the  surface  furnishes  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  glairy  discharge.  In  this  case  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri  are  usually  tender,  sexual  intercourse  is  painful,  and 
is  often  followed  by  a  little  bleeding.  This  condition,  like  that 
swollen  and  granular  state  of  the  palpebral  conjunctiva  with  which 
"we  are  familiar  in  the  purulent  ophthalmia  of  young  children,^  is 
generally  much  benefited  by  extensive  scarifications,  which  may 
be  followed  b}-  the  daily  application  of  powdered  alum  on  a  piece 
of  cotton-wool,  or  b}^  the  introduction  of  a  piece  of  cotton-wool 
soaked  in  a  strong  solution  of  alum.  By  means  of  a  piece  of  thread 
tied  to  the  cotton-wool  it  can  be  removed  by  the  patient  herself  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  though  it  must  always  be  introduced 
through  the  speculum.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the 
state  of  the  os  uteri  becomes  so  much  improved  in  four  or  five 
days  that  this  mode  of  treatment  maybe  then  dispensed  wnth,  and 
the  sedulous  employment  of  strong  astringent  injections  wall 
usually  sufi3.ce  to  complete  the  patient's  cure.  When  this  is  not 
the  case,  but  the  morbid  condition  still  coiitinues,  more  powerful 
applications  may  be  needed.  The  nitrate  of  silver  is  not  in  gen- 
eral suitable  in  these  cases,  for  its  application  is  often  followed  by 
pain  and  also  by  bleeding.  The  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  both  in 
this  instance,  and  also  whenever  a  strong  caustic  is  required,  has 
seemed  to  me  the  most  useful  application  ;  and  wdth  moderate  care 
its  employment  is  unattended  by  risk.  When  it  is  used,  however, 
the  patient  must  lie  on  her  back,  and  one  of  Coxeter's  bivalve 
speculums  being  introduced  so  as  thoroughly  to  expose  the  os  and 
include  the  cervix,  a  little  cotton-wool  must  be  carefully  disposed 
all  round  the  edge  of  the  speculum,  so  as  to  absorb  any  of  the 
superfluous  acid,  and  to  prevent  it  from  running  down  outside  the . 
speculum,  and  thus  injuring  the  vagina.  A  brush  can  easily  be 
extemporized  by  trimming  a  little  piece  of  cotton-wool  after  it  is 
placed  in  the  holder,  and  the  whole  diseased  surface  may  then  be 
painted  over  with  the  caustic,  which  immediately  forms  upon  it  a 
white  eschar.  A  piece  of  dry  cotton-wool  now  pressed  against  the 
part  will  absorb  any  superfluous  caustic :  the  little  strips  placed 
around  the  edge  of  the  speculum  may  then  be  removed  and  the 
speculum  withdrawn.  An  additional  precaution,  however,  which 
it  is  well  to  take,  consists  in  introducing,  before  the  withdrawal 
of  the  speculum,  a  piece  of  moistened  cotton-wool  up  to  the  os 
uteri,  whence  it  may  be  removed  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  by 
the  patient.  It  is  seldom  that  either  pain  or  bleeding  follows  this 
application  ;  and  at  the  end  of  a  w^eek  the  eschar  will  usually  be 
separated,  the  surface  will  be  found  to  have  lost  its  fungous  char- 
acter, and  cicatrization  to  be  commencing  at  its  edges.     A  zinc 
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lotion  of  about  five  grains  to  the  ounce,  or  the  black  wash  em- 
ployed as  a  vaginal  injection  twice  a  da}^,  will  now  generally  be 
sufficient ;  but  sometimes  the  surface  puts  on  an  indolent  character 
again,  and  it  may  then  be  expedient  to  touch  it  once  or  twice  with 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  I  have  occasionally  found  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  mercury. 

Another  state  which  I  have  but  rarely  met  with,  but  which  seems 
usually  to  call  for  caustic  applications,  is  one  in  which  the  os  uteri 
is  the  seat  of  a  distinct  ulcer,  with  sharply  cut  edges,  its  surface 
apparentl}^  a  little  depressed  below  the  adjacent  tissue,  partially 
covered  by  a  thin  layer  of  dirty  yellowish  lymph,  but  red  and 
bleeding  on  its  removal.  This  condition  has  usually  come  under 
my  notice  in  women  whose  previous  history  afibrded  evidence  of 
syphilitic  infection  some  months  before,  and  it  has  generally  dis- 
appeared rapidly  under  one  or  two  applications  of  the  nitrate  of 
mercury. 

Besides  the  two  above-mentioned  conditions  of  the  os  uteri, 
which  are  those  that  oftenest  seem  to  call  for  caustic  applications, 
I  have  in  other  instances  employed  them  almost  empirically,  where 
I  have  found  ulceration  or  some  allied  morbid  condition  of  the  os 
uteri  to  exist  independent  of  any  appreciable  disease  elsewhere, 
or  where  a  morbid  state  of  the  os  has  perdsted  after  the  other 
symptoms  of  uterine  ailment  have  been  subdued.  ISTeither  the 
one  nor  the  other  of  these  cases  has,  however,  seemed  to  me  of 
frequent  occurrence. 

Although  I  expressed  my  dissent  from  the  opinion  that  the 
sole,  or  indeed,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  the  principal  source 
of  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  is  the  follicular  structure  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  it  yet  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  very  copious  secretion 
may  be  poured  out  from  that  part,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  as, 
for  example,  in  pregnancy,  the  discharge  may  be  almost  exclu- 
sively derived  from  it.  The  whole  glandular  apparatus  of  the  cervix 
uteri  undergoes  a  remarkable  development  during  pregnancy,  and 
exercises  its  secretory  function  with  an  activit}^  which  contrasts  re- 
markably with  its  non-gravid  condition ;  and  then  also  many  of  the 
mucous  folicles  attaining  an  unusual  size  without  opening  and 
giving  exit  to  their  contents,  form  those  bodies  which  are  usually 
known  under  the  name  of  the  ISTabothian  bodies.^ 

But  besides  pregnancy,  there  are  some  other  conditions,  not 
very  clearly  understood,  though  generally,  I  believe,  connected 
with  some  previous  irritation  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  itself,  such 
as  miscarriage  leaves  behind,  or  as  may  bo  produced  by  habitual 

'  riu-tlu!r  incidontal  remarks  on  the  niucli  (lebutcd  question  of  tlio  nature  of 
these  Nahotliian  bocli<!s  will  be  found  in  Lecture  XIV,  under  the  head  of 
"Glandular  I'olypi,  and  Mucous  Cyi^ts  of  tlm  Uterus."  It  uiay  suilu'e  now,  how- 
evi^r,  to  stale  that  the  reasons  for  rei^ardini:;  them  as  the  obstructed  mucous  Iblliclcs 
of  the  cervix,  which  are  assij^ned  by  M.  llui;uier,  at  p.  2r)H  of  his  pajM'r  "  Sur  les 
Kystes  de  la  Matricf^,"  &c.,  in  vol.  i,  of  the  Mi'tnuircs  (//■  la  S<ir!('/r  dr  C/iin/n/ie, 
Bccm  to  me  (|uitc  conclusive.  The  same  view  of  their  milui'c  is  taken  also  by  Dr. 
Ilennig,  op.  cil.  p.  ij'i. 
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sexual  excesses,  as  in  tlie  case  of  prostitutes,  in  wliicli  the  cervical 
glands  become  enlarged,  and  pour  out  an  abundant  transparent, 
albuminous  discharge.  In  some  instances,  the  discharge  collects 
within  the  cervical  canal,  and  escapes  in  gushes  at  short  intervals. 
In  other  cases  the  discharge  is  continuous,  and  may  be  seen  issu- 
ing in  great  abundance  from  the  os  uteri,  which  is  usually  found 
open,  its  lips  large  but  soft,  and  "not  tender,  and  a  granular  or 
abraded  condition  of  their  surface  as  often  absent  as  present,  while 
the  body  of  the  organ  is  in  general  quite  movable,  and  not  larger 
than  natural.  Between  this  condition  and  that  in  which  there  is 
a  positive  cyst  formation  in  the  substance  of  the  cervix  uteri,  the 
difference  is,  I  believe,  rather  of  degree  than  of  kind.  Tha  dis- 
tinction between  leucorrhcea  from  this  source,  and  that  which  is 
furnished  from,  higher  up  in  the  uterine  cavity,  is  furnished  by 
the  abundance  of  the  discharge  in  the  former  cases,  its  peculiar 
transparency  and  tenacity,  and  the  frequent  presence  of  the  Xa- 
bothian  bodies  on  the  lips,  or  about  the  edges  of  the  os.  In  this 
case,  too,  in  spite  of  the  long  continuance  of  the  leucorrhcea,  it  is 
generally  unaccompanied  by  the  graver  forms  of  functional  dis- 
order of  the  uterus,  such  as  menorrhagia,  dysmenorrhoea,  and 
ovarian  pain ;  while  it  is  not  infrequently  associated  with  a  state 
of  irritation  of  Cowper's  glands,  which  pour  out  an  increased  dis- 
charge, or  even  with  obliteration  of  their  duct  on  one  or  other 
side,  and  accumulation  of  their  contents  so  as  to  form  a  small 
encysted  tumor  at  the  inner  and  lower  part  of  the  labium. 

I  believe  this  ailment,  which  is  essentially  chronic  in  its  course, 
to  be  of  rare  occurrence.  It  certainly,  in  its  severer  forms,  is 
very  difficult  of  cure,  and  though  rather  an  annoying  infirmity 
than  a  serious  disease,  I  have  seen  one  case  where  the  complete 
failure  of  the  patient's  health  seemed  to  be  due  entirely  to  the 
abundant  secretion,  which  no  means  succeeded  in  checking. 

The  treatment  which  these  cases  require  is  almost  entirely  local. 
Something  may  be  done  by  astringent  lotions  of  various  kinds, 
and  especially  by  such  lotions  when  employed  by  means  of  the 
douche ;  though  you  must  not  forget  that  the  douche  is  inappli- 
cable whenever  a  suspicion  is  entertained  of  the  existence  of  preg- 
nancy. Astringent  hip-baths,  too,  are  of  service ;  while  during 
the  persistence  of  the  discharge,  it  is  expedient  that  sexual  inter- 
course be  but  rarely  indulged  in. 

I  have  found  benefit  in  some  cases  from  the  introduction  of 
dossils  of  cotton-wool  steeped  in  solution  of  tannin,  or  covered 
with  powdered  alum,  and  applied  by  means  of  the  speculum  to 
the  os  uteri ;  but  I  have  made  less  use  than  perhaps  I  ought  to 
have  done  of  the  injection  of  astringent  fluids  into  the  cervical 
canal  itself.  A  very  convenient  contrivance  for  this  purpose,  con- 
sisting of  a  very  small  elastic  bottle  attached  to  a  curved  silver 
canula,  is  to  be  had  of  all  instrument-makers.  In  some  obstinate 
cases  I  have  cauterized  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  cervix 
with  nitrate  of  silver,  by  means  of  Lallemand's  porte-caustique, 
but  without  advantage.     It  seems  as  if  in  these  cases  the  action 
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of  the  nitrate  of  silver  was  expended  on  the  copious  secretion, 
and  scarcely  reached  the  cervical  follicles  themselves.  Something 
may  probably  be  done  to  avoid  this  evil,  by  the  employment  of 
the  douche,  or  of  very  abundant  vaginal  injections  to  clear  the 
canal  of  the  cervix  to  some  extent  just  before  the  caustic  is  em- 
ployed. I  am  disposed  to  think,  however,  that  in  the  most  obsti- 
nate cases  it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  a  suggestion  of  M. 
Huguier,  of  which  I  have  but  small  experience,  though  I  have 
followed  it  with  benefit  on  two  or  three  occasions.  He  is  accus- 
tomed^ to  scarify  the  interior  of  the  cervical  canal  with  a  small, 
curved,  narrow-bladed,  blunt-pointed  bistoury  before  introducing 
the  caustic.  The  previous  scarification  exposes  the  more  deep- 
seated  follicles,  Avhich  would  otherwise  altogether  escape  the  action 
of  the  remedy ;  and  while  M.  Huguier  states  that  he  has  never 
known  any  mischief  follow  this  proceeding,  he  has  by  its  repetition 
two  or  three  times  eftected  the  cure  of  cases  that  resisted  every 
other  mode  of  treatment. 


LECTURE  IX. 

MISPLACEMENTS  OF  THE  UTEEUS. 

Prolapsus  Uteri.  Reasons  for  the  mobility  of  the  uterus,  and  consequent  variety 
of  misplacements  to  which  it  was  liable.  Various  degrees  of  prolapsus,  and 
arrangements  by  which  its  occurrence  is  opposed ;  its  causes,  tendencj-  to  in- 
crease, changes  in  the  uterus,  and  in  adjacent  parts.  Complete  Prolapse,  or 
Procidentia. 

Prolapse  or  the  Vagina  ; — its  relation  to  prolapse  of  the  womb — may  occur  in 
connection  with  hypertrophy  of  walls  of  canal ;  peculiarities  of  this  form,  and 
hypertrophy  of  cervix  uteri  which  it  produces.  Prolapse  of  anterior,  and  of 
posterior  wall,  with  descent  of  bladder  and  of  rectum :  its  causes,  character,  and 
mode  of  production. 

Among  the  many  wonderful  adaptations  of  means  to  an  import- 
ant end  with  which  the  study  of  anatomy  makes  us  acquainted,  not 
the  least  remarkable  is  the  contrivance  by  which  the  uterus  is  sus- 
pended in  the  pelvic  cavity,  so  movable  as  to  escape  any  rude 
shocks  from  without,  or  any  inconvenience  from  the  var^-ing  con- 
ditions of  the  surrounding  viscera,  and  yet  so  tethered  to  its  place 
as  to  insure  its  enlargement  going  on,  if  pregnancy  occurs,  in  such 
a  direction  as  shall  avoid  needless  discomfort  to  the  person,  or 
pressure  upon,  and  disorder  of  the  functions  of  other  organs.  But 
this  very  mobility,  without  which  pregnancy  would  be  a  season  of 
uninten'U[)ted  suHei'ing,  and  even  sexual  intercourse  almost  im- 
possible, naturally  exposes  the  womb  to  tlie  risk  of  changes  in  its 
position,  such  as  may  themselves  become  the  source  of  inconve- 

•  See  thf!  third  of  his  "  Lectures  on  Uterine  Calurrli,"  in  Oaz.  dcs  JlojrUaitx, 
1847,  p.  379. 
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nience,  and  as  call  more  frequently  than  almost  any  uterine  ail- 
ments for  medical  interference. 

It  is  obvious  enough,  that  an  organ  suspended  within  a  capacious 
cavity  by  means  of  supports  which  are  themselves  yielding,  must 
be  very  likely  to  be  displaced  by  comparatively  trivial  causes.  In 
the  case  of  the  uterus,  too,  the  risk  of  its  displacement  is  further 
increased  by  the  circumstance,  that  its  weight  and  size  are  subject 
to  variations,  and  that  the  very  causes  which  tend  to  render  it 
heavier  and  larger  than  natural,  have  often  the  further  effect  of 
diminishing  the  powder  of  those  supports  by  which  it  is  retained  in 
its  natural  position.  The  tendency  to  misplacement,  too,  is  further 
encouraged  by  the  pressure  from  above  of  the  superincumbent 
viscera,  and  by  all  those  muscular  exertions  which  a  person  cannot 
avoid  making  in  walking,  in  lifting  weights,  or  even  in  efforts  at 
defecation. 

All  these  causes,  indeed,  tend  to  produce  displacement  in  one 
direction — namely,  downwards ;  and  accordingly,  in  all  but  some 
very  rare  instances  of  uterine  misplacement,^  the  organ  is  thrown 
lower  down  than  natural,  though  there  are  some  causes  which 
likewise  incline  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  either  backwards  or  for- 
wards, and  thus  produce  its  retroversion,  or  anteversion,  instead  of 
its  simple  prolapse. 

Prolapse  or  descent  of  the  womb  is  so  much  the  most  common 
form  of  misplacement  of  the  organ,  that  I  will  first  notice  it  and 
those  allied  conditions  in  which  either  the  rectum  or  the  bladder 
becomes  prolapsed,  dragging  in  some  cases  the  uterus  with  it,  and 
will  afterwards  call  your  attention  to  those  modiUcations  of  its 
situation  in  which  its  fundus  is  either  thrown  backwards  or  tilted 
forwards. 

Prolapsus  of  the  womb,  then,  which  is  a  common  result  of  any 
cause  that  either  increases  the  weight  of  the  organ  or  diminishes 
the  strength  of  its  supports,  may  exist  in  three  different  degrees, 
for  which  different  names  have  been  proposed,  but  which  it  will,  I 
think,  be  most  convenient  to  designate  simply  as  the  first,  second, 
and  third  degrees  of  prolapse. 

In  prolapsus  of  the  first  degree,  the  organ  is  merely  situated 
lower  than  natural,  but  still  preserves  its  proper  direction,  its  axis 
corresponding  with  that  of  the  pelvic  brim,  and  this  even  though  it 
should  be  so  low  that  its  cervix  rests  upon  the  floor  of  the  vagina. 

In  prolapsus  of  the  second  degree,  the  uterus  is  situated  with 
its  fundus  directed  backwards,  its  orifice  forwards,  so  that  its  long 
axis  corresponds  with  the  axis  of  the  pelvic  outlet. 

In  prolapsus  of  the  third  degree,  or,  as  it  is  often  termed, 
procidentia  of  the  uterus,  the  organ  lies  more  or  less  completely 
externally,  hanging  down  beyond  the  vulva,  though  it  generally 

1  The  prfiternatura]  elevation  of  the  uterus  is  not  only  a  rare  condition,  but  also 
one  which  of  itself  gives  rise  to  no  peculiar  or  characteristic  symptoms.  Some 
remarks  on  its  diagnostic  import  in  doubtful  cases  of  affection  of  the  uterus  or  its 
appendages  will  be  found  in  Lecture  XIII. 
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admits  of  being  replaced  within  the  vagina,  if  not  of  being  alto- 
gether restored  to  its  natural  position. 

'Sow  the  first  question  that  suggests  itself  to  us  with  reference  to 
this  accident,  concerns  the  manner  in  which  it  is  brought  about, 
and  the  mechanism  which  must  be  disordered  before  its  occurrence 
becomes  possible.  The  off-hand  reply,  that  the  womb  is  main- 
tained in  its  natural  situation  by  its  ligaments,  and  that  their  weak- 
ening and  stretching  are  the  cause  of  its  prolapse,  is  neither  minute 
nor  correct  enough  to  be  of  much  service  to  us  in  practice.  The 
womb  is  not  merely  suspended  in  the  pelvis  by  the  duplicatures  of 
peritoneum  within  which  it  is  contained,  but  is  also  supported  in  its 
place  by  the  vagina,  on  which  it  rests  as  on  a  firm  though  elastic 
stem.  The  vagina  is  yielding  enough  to  allow  of  the  voluntary 
efforts  depressing  the  womb  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch  or  an 
inch,  but  immediately  these  efibrts  cease,  the  organ  would  in  the 
healthy  state  resume  its  former  position,  while  any  further  descent 
of  the  womb  would  be  at  once  resisted  by  the  duplicatures  of 
peritoneum,  which  would  be  put  on  the  sti-etch.  In  the  healthy 
virgin,  however,  the  support  afforded  by  the  vagina  is  very  consid- 
erable ;  for  instead  of  being  a  wide  canal  with  membranous  walls 
far  distant  from  each  other,  as  it  appears  in  so  manj^  anatomical 
drawings  and  preparations,  its  two  walls  lie  in  close  contact  with 
each  other,  and  thus  form  an  almost  solid  stem  for  the  uterus  to 
rest  upon.  The  curved  direction  of  the  vagina  further  lessens  the 
chances  of  misplacement  of  the  womb,  while  at  either  extremity 
the  vagina  is  strengthened  by  its  connection  through  the  medium 
of  the  pelvic  fascia  with  the  bladder  and  rectum  above,  and  by 
the  sphincter  which  surrounds  it  below,  as  well  as  by  the  other 
muscles  of  the  pelvic  floor,  and  by  the  perineal  fascia,  between  the 
two  layers  of  which  those  muscles  lie. 

By  these  arrangements  the  very  beginning  of  prolapsus  is  in  the 
healthy  virgin  altogether  prevented ;  but  let  habitual  leueorrhoea 
relax  the  vaginal  walls,  or  frequently  recurring  menorrhagia  dimin- 
ish their  resistance,  just  as  the  loss  of  blood  robs  all  tissues  of 
their  natural  resilienc}-,  and  you  wall  at  once  see  that  the  first  step 
towards  the  production  of  prolapsus  uteri  is  already  taken.  While 
all  things  were  in  a  state  of  health,  the  connection  of  the  vagina 
with  the  rectum,  and  thereby  with  the  posterior  pelvic  wall,  would 
have  been  the  first  to  ofi'er  resistance  to  the  further  descent  of  the 
womb.  If  the  parts,  however,  are  lax  and  yielding,  this  slight 
resistance  will  soon  be  overcome,  and  the  anterior  attachments  of 
tlie  vagina  not  aftbrdiiig  any  more  serious  obstacle,  the  upper  part 
of  the  canal  will  become  inverted  as  the  uterus  descends,  and  will 
readily  allow  it  to  occupy  a  ])ositi()n  Irom  an  inch  to  an  inch  and 
a  half  lower  than  its  natural  situation.  In  many  instantios  the 
organ  rcninins  in  this  position,  its  cervix  a  little  above,  or  even 
resting  on  the  posterior  vaginal  wall,  for  its  further  descent  is 
Ojjposed  by  the  various  duplicatures  of  its  peritoneal  inveHtnient. 
First,  llie  [josterior  part  of  the  broad  ligaments,  and  the  utcro-saeral 
ligaments  nmst  be  put  on  the  stretcli,  and  then  the  middle  part  of 
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the  broad  ligaments,  before  any  considerable  stress  will  be  expe- 
rienced by  the  utero-vesical  ligaments,  or  by  the  anterior  fold  of 
the  broad  ligaments,  and  it  is  to  the  circumstance  of  the  posterior 
attachments  of  the  uterus  tying  it  down  so  much  more  closely 
than  the  anterior  that  we  must  in  great  measure  attribute  the 
tendency  of  the  fundus  uteri  to  fall  back  into  the  hollow  of  the 
sacrum  iu\  every  case  of  prolapse  of  the  organ.  The  round  liga- 
ments of  the  uterus  have  no  share  in  preventing  descent  of  the 
womb  ;  their  office  seems  to  have  reference  to  the  development  of 
the  organ  during  pregnancy  rather  than  to  its  situation  in  the 
unimpregnated  state,  and  the  organ  must  not  merely  be  prolapsed, 
but  must  be  procident  far  beyond  the  external  parts,  before^ the 
round  ligaments  can  be  at  all  put  on  the  stretch,  or  can  be  in  the 
least  affected  by  its  changed  position. 

As  has  been  already  mentioned,  descent  of  the  uterus  is  not 
often  the  consequence  of  mere  weakening  of  its  supports,  but  in 
the  great  majority  of  instances  the  same  cause  as  diminishes  the 
resistance  increases  at  the  same  time  the  superincumbent  weight. 
The  leucorrhosa  or  the  menorrhagia  which  deprives  the  vagina  of 
its  tone,  is  often  associated  with  actual  uterine  disease,  and  the 
organ,  enlarged  by  chronic  inflammation  or  its  consequences,  is 
more  prone  than  in  a  healthy  person  to  sink  below  its  natural 
position.  Such  is  the  history  of  most  of  the  cases  in  which  pro- 
lapsus uteri  takes  place  in  unmarried  women,  or  in  those  who  have 
not  recently  given  birth  to  children ;  and  in  such  cases,  with  the 
cure  of  the  inflammation  and  the  reduction  in  bulk  of  the  hyper- 
trophied  organ,  the  vagina  will  once  more  regain  its  proper  tone, 
and  the  womb,  which  had  been  situated  only  an  inch  or  an  inch 
and  a  half  from  the  vulva,  will,  as  it  were  spontaneously,  resume 
its  proper  position  high  up  in  the  pelvic  cavity. 

In  most  cases,  however,  it  is  not  in  single  but  in  married  women 
that  prolapsus  takes  place,  and  in  them  it  very  generally  succeeds 
to  abortion  or  to  labor.  Everything  in  these  circumstances  con- 
spires to  favor  the  occurrence  of  the  malposition,  for  the  womb  is 
greatly  increased  in  weight  at  the  very  time  when  the  vagina  has 
lost  most  of  its  power  of  resistance,  while  the  duplicatures  of  the 
peritoneum  have  been  so  recently  put  on  the  stretch  by  the  dis- 
tended uterus  as  to  be  but  little  able  to  prevent  even  the  more 
advanced  degrees  of  misplacement.  In  not  a  few  instances,  too, 
the  tendency  to  this  accident  is  still  further  increased  by  the  per- 
ineum having  been  lacerated,  and  by  the  whole  posterior  wall  of 
the  vagina  having  thus  been  deprived  of  its  natural  support  by 
the  tearing  of  the  fascia  and  muscles  of  the  perineum,  an  accident 
which  has  the  additional  eft'ect  of  giving  to  the  canal  a  perpen- 
dicular instead  of  a  curved  direction. 

The  general  rule  of  the  coexistence  in  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri  of 
increased  weight  of  the  organ  with  diminished  power  of  its  sup- 
ports, is  not,  however,  without  occasional  exception.  Even  in  a 
previously  healthy  person,  a  sudden  and  violent  efibrt,  such  as  the 
attempt  to  lift  a  heavy  weight,  may  sometimes  cause  the  uterus  to 
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prolapse  beyond  the  external  parts,  just  as  in  another  person,  or  in 
the  other  sex,  a  similar  eiib rt  might  produce  a  hernia.  But  \Yhile 
such  cases  call  for  no  further  remark,  the  occasional  occurrence  of 
prolapsus  of  the  womb  in  old  age,  in  spite  of  a  healthy  or  even  of 
an  atrophied  condition  of  the  organ,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  ex- 
citing cause,  requires  some  explanation.  This  explanation,  indeed, 
is  not  far  to  seek,  for  it  is  furnished  by  circumstances  peculiar  to 
that  period  of  life.  With  the  advance  of  years  the  fat  and  cellular 
tissue  which  give  their  rotundity  to  the  labia,  and  which  form  a 
sort  of  cushion  about  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  become  entirely 
removed;  and  instead  of  the  vulva  being  closed,  it  is  scarcely  con- 
cealed by  the  shrunken  parts.  The  fat  of  the  perineum  is  removed; 
the  levator  ani  becomes  atrophied  and  feeble,  and  the  vagina  grows 
shorter  as  well  as  smaller,  while  it  loses  its  muscularity,  and  the 
peritoneal  duplicatures  lose  their  resilience.  The  womb  may  now 
almost  spontaneouslj'  become  prolapsed,  since,  though  shrunken 
instead  of  being  increased  in  size,  it  has  almost  completel}^  lost 
the  support  which  kept  it  in  its  proper  position.^ 

This  somewhat  tedious  explanation  of  the  different  conditions 
under  which  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  is  commonly  brought  about, 
shows,  I  think,  clearly  why  it  is  that  the  fundus  of  the  womb  is  so 
disposed  to  fall  backwards,  why  every  prolapsed  womb  is  to  a  great 
extent  retroverted  also.  You  see  that  the  anterior  uterine  liga- 
ments do  not  tie  the  organ  so  closel}^  in  its  place  as  the  posterior, 
and  that  consequently  the  liability  of  the  womb  to  retroversion 
must  always  be  much  greater  than  to  anteversion.  You  see  also 
how  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  uterus,  when  once  prolapsed,  is  always 
extremely  likely  to  remain  so.  The  vagina  having  once  yielded 
so  as  to  allow  of  the  descent  of  the  womb,  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  recover  its  tone  while  the  patient  is  going  about  her  ordinary 
avocations,  and  the  uterine  ligaments,  subjected  to  daily  stress, 
can  scarcely  do  other  than  yield.  But  not  only  is  the  sppntaneous 
cure  of  a  prolapsed  uterus  thus  rendered  very  unlikely,  but  the 
condition  has  a  constant  ten  ency  to  pass  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
for  tliis  simple  reason,  that  the  pressure  of  the  intestines  from  above 
is  always  helping  to  increase  the  descent  of  the  uterus,  always  fiU- 
i!ig  up  the  space  which  that  descent  leaves  vacant  in  the  pelvis. 
The  [)rolapse  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  if  at  all  consider- 
able, is  daily  aggravated  by  the  eiibrts  at  defecation,  and  thus  the 
womb,  pressed  on  from  above  by  the  intestines,  is  at  the  same  time 
drawji  downwards  by  the  vagina.  The  close  connection  between 
the  cervix  uteri  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  a  temporary  obstacle 
to  the  complete  descent  of  the  womb,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
favors  the  retroversion  of  the  organ  ;  but  if  at  length  this  yields, 
tlie  urine  accumulaling  in  the  bladder  distends  its  fundus  and  tlie 
anterior  vaginal  wall  into  a  })oiic"h   which   di'ags  down  the  uterus 

'  IJy  far  the.  best  iiccoiinl  of  tlio  inoclmnism  of  prolnpsus  uteri,  and  which  1  hiive 
followed  in  tiic  te.\t,  is  given  hy  Kiwiseli,  Klhunche  V'lM-trayc,  iJd  edition,  vol.  i,  p. 
17J. 
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in  front  just  as  the  prolapse  of  the  rectum  drags  it  down  behind; 
and  the  organ  now  soon  comes  to  lie  beyond  the  external  parts; 
the  case  being  thus  converted  into  one  of  procidentia  of  the  uterus, 
or  of  prolapse  in  the  third  degree. 

But  this  misplacement  of  the  womb  does  not  happen,  or  at  least 
occurs  comparatively  seldom  unaccompanied  by  other  alterations 
both  in  the  organ  itself  and  in  the  surrounding  parts.  The  womb, 
subjected  to  constant  and  unusual  irritation,  obeys  the  law  which 
we  observe  to  be  exemplified  in  almost  all  the  affections  to  which 
it  is  liable,  and  increases  in  size  by  a  process  of  simple  hypertro- 
phy, that  differs  from  the  enlargement  of  pregnancy  only  in  the 
somewhat  greater  density  of  the  tissue.  The  neck  of  the  womb 
is  the  part  in  which  this  alteration  chiefly  takes  place;  for  it  is  the 
neck  which  is  exposed  to  the  most,  and  the  most  constant  irrita- 
tion. This  enlargement,  too,  occurs  both  in  length  as  well  as  in 
thickness ;  so  that  the  neck  of  the  womb  may  not  only  be  found 
nearly  of  the  thickness  of  the  wrist,  but  also  greatly  elongated, 
and  the  os  uteri  be  thus  approximated  to  the  pelvic  outlet,  not 
simply  by  the  general  descent  of  the  womb,  but  also  in  great 
measure  by  positive  growth  of  its  neck.  The  lips  of  the  uterus 
become  enlarged,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  womb,  and  the 
small  transverse  aperture  which  in  women  who  have  borne  chil- 
dren should  represent  the  orifice  of  the  womb,  becomes  converted 
into  a  wide  opening,  situated  deep  in  between  projecting  lips, 
whose  surface,  irritated  and  excoriated,  presents,  in  parts  at  least, 
a  vivid  red,  finely  granular  surface,  covered  by  a  copious  albumin- 
ous secretion.  How  much  this  enlargement  of  the  womb  must 
lessen  the  chances  of  the  organ  resuming  its  proper  situation  in 
the  pelvic  cavity,  is  obvious  without  any  remark  of  mine. 

There  are  limits,  however,  to  this  increase  of  the  womb,  which 
seems  to  be  most  considerable  while  the  organ,  though  occasionally 
or  partially  procident,  yet  admits  of  being  replaced  in  the  vagina  ;. 
and  in  these  circumstances  I  once  found  the  neck  of  the  womb 
measure  eight  inches  in  circumference  an  inch  above  the  os  uteri. 
In  this  instance,  however,  the  patient  had  nine  months  before 
given  birth  to  a  child ;  and  the  uterus,  both  at  that  time  and  also 
for  three  years  previously,  had  been  occasionally  procident;  so  that 
its  enormous  enlargement  was  probably  partially  due  to  the  im- 
perfect involution  of  the  organ  after  delivery.  At  first  it  seems 
almost  impossible  that  so  enormous  a  mass  could  pass  out  of  the 
vulva,  and  be  replaced  without  difiiculty,  unless  the  perineum  were 
altogether  destroyed.  In  not  a  few  cases,  however,  of  procidence 
of  the  uterus,  the  whole  pelvic  floor  completely  loses  ail  power  of 
resistance  ;  so  that,  though  quite  uninjured,  itoft'ers  not  the  slight- 
est obstacle  to  the  misplacement  or  reposition  of  the  womb;  an 
occurrence,  which  as  might  be  expected,  is  most  frequent  in  cases 
where  the  accident  has  followed  soon  after  delivery  at  the  full 
period,  when  the  parts  are  already  stretched  and  weakened  by  the- 
passage  of  the  foetus. 

In  the  course  of  time  the  occasionally  protruding  womb  comes 
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to  lie  constantly  beyond  the  vulva,  thougli  tins  procidentia  may 
still  for  3^ears  continue  to  be  only  partial ;  the  fundus  and  a  portion 
of  the  organ  remaining  within  the  pelvis,  while  the  neck  aud  lower 
part  of  its  body  are  external.  In  most  instances,  however,  so  con- 
siderable a  degree  of  descent  of  the  womb  is  before  long  converted 
into  its  complete  procidentia  ;  the  vagina  becoming  inverted,  and 
forming  the  outer  walls  of  a  tumor,  at  the  lower  part  of  which  the 
womb  is  situated.  So  long  as  the  procidentia  is  incomplete,  this 
tumor  is  somewhat  pyriform  in  shape,  its  base  being  directed  up- 
wards ;  but  afterwards,  as  it  increases  in  size,  it  assumes  an  oval 
form,  owing  to  more  or  less  of  the  bladder  being  drawn  down  into 
it  in  front,  and  of  the  rectum  also,  in  many  cases,  behind.  Its 
bulk  is  also  further  swelled,  in  numerous  instances,  by  the  small 
intestines  sinking  down  into  the  sac,  and  thus  adding  to  its  size 
till  it  equals  or  exceeds  that  of  the  adult  head.  In  a  preparation 
now  in  the  museum  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  the  external 
tumor  measured  seven  inches  and  a  half  in  length  by  thirteen 
inches  in  circumference,  and  was  found  to  .contain,  in  addition  to 
the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  the  bladder,  and  a  portion  of  the 
rectum  ;  no  less  than  five  feet  eight  inches  of  the  small  intestines. 
The  uterus  itself,  as  the  above-mentioned  case  well  illustrates, 
forms  in  many  instances  only  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the 
large  external  tumor  which  often  exists  in  cases  of  complete  proci- 
dentia. The  susceptibilities  of  the  organ  seem  indeed  to  be  much 
diminished,  and  with  them  its  disposition  to  hypertrophy  when  it 
has  come  to  reside  habitually  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  as  in  the  case  just  referred  to,  the  womb  appears  actually 
diminished  (it  measured  in  that  instance  less  than  two  inches  from 
its  orifice  to  its  fundus),  and  I  believe  that  the  difiiculty  which 
may  be  experienced  in  the  replacement  of  long-standing  proci- 
dentia of  the  uterus  seldom  if  ever  arises  from  the  size  of  that 
organ.  The  bulk  of  the  tumor,  and  the  difiiculty  of  its  replace- 
ment, depend  chiefly  upon  two  causes.  Of  these  the  one  consists 
in  the  enormous  hypertrophy  which  the  vaginal  walls  undergo. 
Not  only  does  their  mucous  membrane  lose  its  ordinary  character, 
and  become  covered  by  a  layer  of  cuticle  like  that  of  the  skin,  to 
protect  it  from  the  various  sources  of  irritation  to  which  it  now 
becomes  exposed,  but  the  walls  themselves  attain  a  thickness  of 
as  much  as  half  an  inch,  and  present  a  dense  muscular  structure. 
The  other  cause  of  the  bulk  of  the  tumor,  and  of  the  difiiculty  of 
replacing  it,  arises  from  the  presence  of  the  intestines  in  the  sac, 
which  seldom  reside  there  long  without  inflammation  of  their 
f)erit()ncal  covering  being  set  up;  not  of  so  acute  a  character,  in- 
deed, as  to  ])roduce  formidable  symjytoms,  nor  even  as  always  to 
call  for  ti-(!atmcnt,  but  matting  their  difi'ercnt  coils  to  each  other, 
and  tying  tlu-m  firmly  to  the  interior  of  the  sac.  This  hitter  cause 
of  dini(Milty  in  the  attempt  to  return  a  procident  ulerus  must  not 
b(;  lost  siglit  of,  even  thougli  no  intestines  sliould  seem  to  liave 
(Icsccndcd  into  tlu;  cxliTiial  tumor  itself,  for  the  same  slow  form 
of  peritoneal  inflammation  may  glue  them  to  each  other  and  to 


IN     PROCIDENTIA     OF    THE    UTERUS.  133 

the  walls  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  thus  eiFectiially  close  up  the 
walls  against  all  endeavors  to  replace  the  womb. 

In  the  cases  which  we  have  hitherto  studied,  though  the  point  of 
departure  of  the  whole  evil  consisted  in  a  weakening  of  the  vagina, 
yet  that  step  once  taken,  the  prolapse  of  the  womb  might  be  re- 
garded as  a  primary  occurrence,  the  organ  in  its  descent  dragging 
down  the  vagina  with  it.  There  are,  however,  other  cases  in 
which  the  displacement  of  the  womb  is  entirely  a  secondary  acci- 
dent, following  on  a  giving  way  of  the  anterior  or  posterior  vaginal 
wall,  which  becomes  prolapsed,  and  in  its  prolapsus  draws  down 
the  uterus.  It  is  thus,  for  instance,  that  prolapsus  uteri  is  some- 
times brought  about  in  cases  of  ascites,  the  pressure  of  the  fluid 
gradually  distending  the  rectovaginal  pouch,  till  it  may  even  cause 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  to  protrude  externally.  A  similar 
effect  is  sometimes  produced  in  cases  of  long-continued  constipa- 
tion, in  which  the  accumulation  of  faeces  in  the  rectum  by  degrees 
distends  the  intestine  into  a  pouch  which  projects  into  the  vagina, 
while  still  more  frequently  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  gives  way 
from  the  retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  and  thus  produces  in 
the  course  of  time  a  similar  descent  of  the  womb.  There  is,  be- 
sides, a  form  of  vaginal  prolapse  due  apparently  to  hypertrophy 
of  the  walls  of  the  canal,  in  which  the  position  of  the  adjacent 
viscera  is  not  altered,  though  the  os  uteri  is  not  infrequently 
found  lower  down  than  natural,  owing  to  the  prolapsed  vagina 
dragging  at  the  cervix,  and  exciting  the  part  to  overgrowth  by  the 
constant  irritation  which  it  thus  maintains. 

Strictly  speaking,  these  different  affections  of  the  vagina  should 
be  reserved  for  our  consideration  by  and  by;  but  there  is  such  a 
general  similarity  between  their  symptoms  and  those  of  prolapsus 
of  the  uterus,  and  so  close  a  correspondence  between  the  princi- 
ples of  treatment  applicable  to  them,  that  we  may  very  well  sacri- 
fice systematic  arrangement  to  practical  convenience. 

First,  now,  with  reference  to  2^'^'olap8u§  of  the  vagina  unaccom- 
panied by  misplacement  of  the  other  pelvic  organs,  I  have  already 
mentioned  that  it  seems  to  depend  in  the  first  instance  on  a  sort 
of  hypertrophy,  as  the  result  of  which  it  cannot  well  be  contained 
within  its  proper  limits,  but  a  fold  of  it  comes  to  protrude  beyond 
the  external  parts.  Such  an  hypertrophy  of  the  vagina  takes  place 
during  pregnancy,  for  not  only  does  the  womb  grow  to  keep  pace 
vdth  the  development  of  the  foetus,  but  the  vagina  grows  too ; 
longitudinally,  to  allow  the  womb  to  ascend  high  up  above  the 
pelvic  brim ;  transversely,  to  afibrd  space  for  the  passage  of  the 
child  in  labor,  room  for  which  could  not  be  obtained  by  any  mere 
stretching  of  a  membranous  canal.  "When  labor  is  over,  the 
vagina,  in  common  with  the  uterus,  ought  to  diminish  in  size  by 
a  removal  of  much  of  its  old  material.  Sometimes,  however,  just 
as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  the  uterus,  this  involution 
is  imperfect,  and  the  vagina  then  remains  longer  and  wider,  and 
with  its  walls  thicker  than  they  should  be,  and  as  soon  as  the  pa- 
tient begins  to  move  about  again,  or  to   make  any  exertion,  a 
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portion,  often  the  whole  cylinder  of  the  lower  part  of  the  vagina, 
hangs  down  outwardly,  an  accident  all  the  more  likelj^  to  take 
place  if  the  perineum  has  been  injured,  or  if  the  levator  ani  and 
the  fascia  at  the  pelvic  floor  have  lost,  as  they  are  wont  to  do.  much 
of  their  power  of  resistance  by  frequent  childbearing.  Wh}'  it 
is  that  sometimes  the  vagina  continues  thus  hypertrophied  while 
the  involution  of  the  uterus  has  gone  on  properly,  I  cannot  say, 
though  of  the  fact  itself  there  can  be  no  doubt;  for  one  meets 
occasionally  with  cases  in  which  the  uterus,  still  suspended  by  its 
ligaments  and  by  the  folds  of  peritoneum,  is  little  if  at  all  lower 
than  natural,  and  little  if  at  all  altered  in  size,  while  the  vagina  is 
so  wide  as  readily  to  admit  several  fingers,  and  its  folds  hang 
down  loosely  to  or  even  beyond  the  orifice  of  the  vulva. 

Although  this  prolapsus  of  the  vagina  is  usually  a  primary  af- 
fection, and  attributable  to  the  consequences  of  pregnancy  and 
childbearing,  yet  this  is  not  so  invariably.  The  prolapse  of  the 
vagina  appears  to  be  in  some  instances  consecutive  to  descent  of 
the  womb,^  but  the  affection  being  neglected,  the  tissue  of  the 
protruding  portion  of  vagina  may  become  hypertrophied,  and  the 
ailment  which  was  secondary  in  importance,  may  by  degrees  be- 
come of  greater  moment  than  the  misplacement  of  the  womb,  and 
more  difficult  to  remedy. 

Though  not  quite  constant,  yet  the  exceptions  are  but  few  to  the 
rule  that  considerable  or  long-standing  prolapsus  of  the  vagina  will 
produce  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  of  the  uterus;  not  of  that  por- 
tion only  which  projects  into  the  vagina  or  portio  vaginalis,  as  it  is 
termed  by  continental  writers,  but  of  the  whole  uterine  neck,  of 
which  a  specimen  (Series  xxxii,  30)  in  the  Museum  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  affords  a  striking  illustration.  Even  more  remark- 
able instances  of  this  kind  are  on  record,  one  of  the  first  of  which 
was  described  by  Morgagni,^  and  attention  was  drawn  some  few 
years  afterwards  to  their  practical  bearings  by  Levret.^  He  clearly 
pointed  out  the  differences  between  those  cases  in  which  the  ap- 
proach of  the  OS  uteri  to  the  vulva  is  mainly  due  to  overgrowth 
of  the  cervix,  and  the  others  in  which  it  is  entirely  the  result  of 
the  descent  of  the  womb.  His  remarks,  however,  were  lost  sight 
of,  and  it  was  with  no  previous  knowledge  of  them  that  Virchow,^ 

'  Roniarks  made  by  Profossor  Kiwii^ch,  K/bdsche  VoHr'dgc,  vol.  ii,  2d  edition, 
1852.  p.  413. 

'^  Morf?ai;-ni,  De  Sedi.bus  et  Caiisis  Morborum^  folio,  Vonetiis,  1761,  2d  vol.,  Epist. 
45,  Art.  11,  p.  204.  Mort!;ao;ni  r('u;ardcd  the  hypertrophy  of  the  corvi.v  in  this  ease 
as  consequent  on  the  prolapse  and  liypertro]ihy  of  the  va<;Mna.  "  Evidens  est,  va^'inie 
adeo  erassse  pondere  deorsiim  traetuni  fiiisse  uterum,  ciijus  fundus  aliquanto  inferior 
fuis8(^t,  nisi  cervix  jam  inde  ab  initio,  ut  ])Uto,  ea  esset  la.xitatc,  ut  se  praj  ca;toris 
dihtralii,  distendifpie  in  raram  istaiii  longitMdin(Mn  sineret." 

3  Jiiartial  de  Medrr.inc,  C/iirun/ie,  r/c,  par  I\T.  A.  Radix,  vol.  xl,  Oct.  1773,  p.  852, 
"Sur  un  allongi'ment  eonsidfjrahil'  (pii  survicnt  qiichpn^fois  au  col  de  la  Matriee." 
Attention  was  called  to  this  state,  witli  a  (•oinpleteness  of  detail  whieii  leaves  but 
little  to  1j(!  added,  by  Prof.  8tol/.  of  Slrasbourij,  in  Juurnal  Jlrh(/<»)/(i(f(iire,  vol.  vi, 
June  10,  1H">'),  p.  .".'))),  where,  however,  by  a  misprint,  the  date  of  Levret's  paper  is 
giv'^n  177'>  instead  of  1773. 

*  Virchow,  in  Ver/iandL  der  Oesellachri/tf.  Qcburtsh.  In  Berlin,  vol.  ii,  1847,  j).  205. 
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some  few  years  since,  described  this  occurrence  as  a  peculiar  form 
of  prolapse,  under  the  name  oi  prolapsus  uteri  without  descent  of  the 
fundus.  Still  more  recently  the  subject  has  been  brought  into 
undue  prominence  by  the  assertion  of  M.  Huguier,i  that  prolapsus 
of  the  uterus  is  a  condition  that  scarcely  ever  exists ;  but  that 
cervical  hypertrophy  has  been  almost  invariably  mistaken  for  it, 
and  that  consequentl}^  not  the  support  of  the  womb,  but  the  re- 
moval of  the  elongated  cervix,  is  the  proceeding  to  which  one 
ought  to  have  recourse.  Like  most  extreme  statements  this  of 
M.  Huguier,  is  contradicted  by  general  observation.^  Still  it  is 
well  for  you  always  to  bear  in  mind,  not  only  that  hypertrophy  of 
the  uterus  tends  to  favor  its  prolapse,  and  that  the  prolapsed  uterus 
tends  to  enlarge  still  more,  but  also  that  long-standing  prolapsus 
of  the  vagina  is  almost  always  associated  with  a  condition  of  the 
cervix  uteri  which  closely  simulates  ordinary  prolapsus,  but  which, 
as  you  will  hereafter  see,  must  be  clearly  distinguished  from  it, 
since  those  attempts  at  mechanically  rectifying  the  supposed  mal- 
position which  would  be  of  service  in  true  descent  of  the  womb, 
must  here  be  useless,  and  sometimes  may  even  aggravate  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  patient. 

Of  much  more  frequent  occurrence  are  those  cases  in  which  the 
prolapse  of  the  vaginal  wall  is  partial,  involving  its  anterior  or 
posterior  p.art  only,  and  deriving,  in  the  great  majority  of  instances, 
its  chief  importance  from  the  altered  position  of  theadjacent  organs, 
which  descend  into  the  pouch  thus  formed,  and  constitute  what 
have  been  termed  by  many  writers  vaginal  rectocele  and  vaginal 
eystocele. 

In  those  cases  where  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  gives  way,  forming 
a  pouch  into  which  more  or  less  of  the  bladder  descends,  it  is  not 
easy  to  say  what  is  the  first  step  in  the  occurrence  ;  whether  the 
vagina  draws  down  the  bladder  with  it,  or  whether  the  distended 
bladder  pushes  before  it  the  vaginal  wall.  It  is  an  accident,  how- 
ever, which  in  the  unmarried  is  even  more  rare  than  prolapse  of 
the  womb,  and  its  occurrence  is  traced  back,  in  by  flir  the  majority 
^  of  those  who  suffer  from  it,  to  a  miscarriage  or  labor ;  to  a  time, 
in  short,  at  which  all  the  parts  were  loose,  and  had  lost  the  power 
of  resistance,  while  the  vagina  as  well  as  the  uterus  was  hyper- 
trophied,  and  had  to  undergo  that  process  of  post-puerperal  involu- 
tion to  which  I  have  had  such  frequent  occasion  to  refer.  Some- 
times, indeed,  though  rarely,  the  patient  gives  a  history  of  the 
sudden  formation  of  a  swelling  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  vagina 
during  some  unwonted  exertion,  just  as  the  womb  itself  occasion- 

1  In  a  memoir  read  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  March  8,  1859,  and  pub- 
lished in  vol.  xxiii  of  the  Memoires  de  VAcademie — '.'  Sur  les  allongements  hyper- 
trophiques  du  col  de  I'ut^rus." 

2  See  especially  the  discussions  to  which  this  paper  gave  rise,  as  reported  in  the 
BuUethi  de  VAcademie,  \o\.  xxiv,  p.  672,  727,' 771.  794;  a  paper  by  Scanzoni,  at 
p.  329  of  the  4th  volume  of  his  Beitr'dge.zur  GehurUkunde ;  Aran,  oji.  r-it.,  p.  1034; 
McClintock  on  Diseases^  of  Wu7nen,  8vo.,  Dublin,  1863,  p.  58;  and  Mayer,  Klinische 
Mitthellungen  cms  dem  Gehiiie  de?-  Gynakologie,  4to.,  1  Heft,  Berlin,  1861,  p.  33. 
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ally  becomes  prolapsed  in  similar  circumstances ;  while  it  is  easy 
to  understand  bow  a  comparatively  small  prolapse  may  be  con- 
verted into  a  large  one  during  some  violent  effort  wben  the  bladder 
is  full,  and  consequently  exposed  to  all  the  force  of  the  diaphragm 
and  abdominal  muscles  pressing  downwards. 

The  union^  is  so  much  more  intimate  between  the  anterior 
vaginal  wall  and  the  bladder,  than  between  the  posterior  vaginal 
wall  and  the  rectum,  that  we  scarcel}^  ever  find  the  vagina  alone 
becoming  prolapsed,  and  dragging  itself  away  from  the  bladder  in 
the  same  manner  as,  in  prolapse  of  its  posterior  wall,  it  often  be- 
comes separated  from  the  rectum.  Further,  that  part  of  the  blad- 
der which  adheres  to  the  vagina  includes  the  orifice  of  both  ureters 
and  the  whole  of  the  trigone,  extending,  indeed,  somewhat  beyond 
its  limits  on  either  side,  so  that  the  urine,  as  soon  as  secreted,  col- 
lects in  this  situation,  and  tends  constantly  to  distend  it  into  a 
pouch,  whose  dimensions  increase  all  the  more  rapidly  since  its 
enlargement  is  not  opposed  by  the  weight  of  the  superincumbent 
intestines  and  the  antagonism  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  both  of 
which  have  to  be  overcome  as  the  distended  bladder  rises  out  of 
the  pelvic  cavity. 

A  slight  pouch  then  is  first  formed  in  the  anterior  vaginal  wall, 
scarcely  perceptible  when  the  bladder  is  completely  empty,  but 
tense  and  elastic  when  filled  with  urine,  though  admitting  even 
then  of  being  partially  or  completely  removed  by  firm  pressure 
upon  it,  and  disappearing  altogether  if,  while  this  pressure  is  being 
maie,  a  catheter  is  introduced  into  the  bladder.  In  the  course  of 
time  the  small  tumor,  whose  anterior  border  was  felt  a  little  be- 
hind the  symphysis  pubis,  enlarges,  now  and  then  forming  a  kind 
of  diverticulum,^  with  a  narrow  neck  and  long  pedicle,  but  oftener 
producing  a  globular  swelling,  which  fills  up  the  canal  of  the 
vagina,  and  projects  more  or  less  beyond  the  external  parts,  when 
it  becomes  covered  by  the  same  investment  of  ordinary  skin  as 
clothes  the  tumor  in  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  or  vagina.  The  weak- 
ening and  giving  way  of  the  anterior  vaginal  wall,  however,  sel- 
dom attain  any  very  great  degree  without  producing  likewise  some 
prolapse  of  the  uterus,  though  the  extent  of  this  is  by  no  means 
constant.  Whenever  the  uterus  does  not  readily  yield  to  the 
traction  made  on  it  by  the  prolapsed  bladder,  the  anterior  lip  of 
the  organ  becomes  hypertroi)hied,  and  projects  far  beyond  the 
posterior;  in  a  similar  way,  though  Jiot  to  the  same  degree,  as  we 
have  already  observed  to  bo  the  case  with  the  whole  of  the  neck 
of  tlic  womb,  in  cases  of  prolapse  of  the  whole  circumference  of 
th(!  hyi)ertrophied  vagina. 

The  dragging  of  the  prolapsed  poi'tion  of  the  bladder  upon  the 

1  The  oxact  relations  of  these  i)arts  are  nowhere  no  well  cleseril)ed  a«  by  Dubois, 
Trhite  dn  V Art  dan  Acr.our.he.inr.nH,  ])]i.  190-190,  and  pp.  •J8'l-2'13 ;  nor  so  well  do- 
lineat(!d  as  by  KoMrnviMih,  Znr  Anntdinlr,  .fc.  ,der  liec'lcimnrgane,  4to.,  Leipsie,  1854. 

'■*  As  in  a  ease  ddseribed  by  Madann^  Lacbapelle,  P7'iUi<iiie dcx  Accnuclicincns,  vol. 
iii,  p.  387,  in  whieii  the  ])r<)iapsed  bladder  was  driven  ilown  in  this  lorni  before  the 
fecial  iieud,  and  beyond  the  external  j)arts. 
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neck  of  the  organ  naturally  interferes  witli  tlie  functions  of  tbe 
part,  and  produces  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  as  well  as  in  many 
instances  inability  to  retain  it.  Another  eviP  which  occasionally 
results  from  it  (but  which  I  have  failed  to  observe  in  the  few  cases 
where  I  have  been  present  at  a  post-mortem  examination  of  women 
who  suffered  from  prolapsus  of  the  bladder,  probably  from  want  of 
directing  special  attention  to  the  point),  consists  in  a  degeneration 
of  the  kidneys  themselves.  The  ureters  being  not  only  drawn  down 
and  stretched,  but  also  in  some  instances  even  pressed  upon  as  the 
pouch  of  prolapsed  bladder  projects  under  the  symph^^sis  pubis,  the 
urine  with  difficulty  flows  along  them  ;  and  both  they  and  the  pelvis 
of  the  kidneys  themselves  become  dilated,  with  a  corresponding 
atrophy  of  the  secreting  substance  of  these  organs. 

Prolapse  of  the  posterior  vaginal  wall  is  in  its  slighter  degrees  of 
more  common  occurrence  than  prolapse  of  the  anterior,  and  when 
the  perineum  has  been  torn  in  labor,  scarcely  ever  fails  to  take 
place.  It  does  not,  however,  constantly  bring  with  it  prolapse  of 
the  rectum  in  the  same  manner  as  the  giving  way  of  the  anterior 
vaginal  wall  is  constantly  associated  with  prolapse  of  the  bladder, 
since  the  loose  cellular  tissue  which  connects  them  allows  of  a 
tolerably  ready  separation  between  the  two  canals',  and  the  rectum 
may  still  retain  its  natural  situation.  If,  however,  the  laceration 
of  the  perineum  has  been  considerable,  or  if,  independent  even  of 
any  such  condition,  the  bowels  have  been  habitually  allowed  to  be 
constipated,  the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  bulges  out  into  a  cul-de- 
sac,  in  which  fecal  masses  become  retained  and  indurated,  causing, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  annoyances  of  prolapsus,  much  discom- 
fort, sometimes  even  much  suffering,  in  the  act  of  defecation.  It 
is  to  the  influence  of  constipation  in  producing  this  ailment  that 
must  be  attributed  the  comparative  frequency  with  which  it  is  ob- 
served, independent  of  pregnancy  and  childbearing  ;  and  its  im- 
portance arises  in  great  measure  from  its  aggravating  that  state  of 
the  bowels  to  which  its  original  occurrence  was  mainly  due. 

1  Eeferred  to,  both  by  Kiwisch,  lib.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  422;  and  by  Virchow,  loo. 
cit.,  p.  209  ;  by  the  latter  of  whom  it  is  more  fully  described. 
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LECTURE    X. 

MISPLACEMENTS  OF   THE  UTERUS. 

Prolapsus  Uteri.  Symptoms  of  its  first  and  second  stages;  pain,  its  causes  and 
character,  disorder  of  uterine  functions,  and  of  general  healtli.  Symptoms  of 
third  stage;  influence  of  misplacement  on  adjacent  organs;  difficulty  of  return 
of  long-standing  procidentia.  Peculiar  symptoms  of  prolapsus  of  bladder  and 
rectum  described  and  explained. 

Treatment  of  Prolapsus  varies  according  to  its  cause  and  degree.  Cases  requiring 
or  not  requiring  mechanical  support,  distinguished ;  pessaries,  their  uses  and 
varieties;  external  supports  and  bandages 

Management  of  Procidentia;  cautions  as  to  replacement  of  uterus;  treatment  of 
ulcerations  of  its  surface.  Operations  for  its  permanent  cure  considered.  Irre- 
ducible procidentia;   extirpation  of  womb. 

After  the  study  of  the  manner  in  which  some  forms  of  mis- 
placement of  the  uterus  and  parts  therewith  connected  are  pro- 
duced, we  come  next  to  inquire  into  the  symptoms  to  which  tliose 
m.isplacements  give  rise.  The  symptoms  depend  partly  on  the 
changes  in  the  relations  of  the  various  organs  produced  hy  their 
altered  position,  or  by  the  altered  position  of  the  womb  itself; 
partly  on  direct  disturbance  of  the  uterine  functions,  and  partly, 
too,  on  the  sympathy  of  distinct  organs  with^the  ailments  of  the 
womb  itself.  I^one  of  these  symptoms,  however,  are  constantly 
proportionate  in  severity  to  the  degree  of  misplacement,  so  that 
one  woman  will  suiier  most  acutely  from  comparative  slight  descent 
of  the  womb,  while  another  will  pursue  laborious  avocations,  ap- 
parently little  distressed  by  a  prolapsus  so  considerable  that  the 
uterus  is  with  difHculty  retained  within  the  canal  of  the  vagina. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  patient  sutlers  most  in  those  cases  in 
which  the  occurrence  of  prolapsus  has  been  somewhat  sudden,  and 
in  which  it  does  not  succeed  to  previous  delivery  or  miscarriage. 
The  reasons  for  this  are  obvious  enough;  the  dragging  at  the 
uterine  ligaments  and  duplicatures  of  peritoneum  must  be  much 
more  painful  when  they  have  been  suddenly  stretched,  than  when, 
already  loose  and  yielding,  they  give  way  under  the  wciglit  of  the 
uterus  wliich  they  are  preraaturel}'-  called  upon  to  bear.  Hence  it 
is  that  comparatively  slight  prolapsus  in  the  unmarried  is  often 
attended  by  far  more  distress  than  a  much  ereater  amount  of  dis- 
placement in  women  who  have  given  birth  to  children,  and  that 
the  degree  of  suffering  which  is  sometimes  expci'ienced  after  a 
night's  (lancing,  or  a  fatiguing  ride  on  horseback,  seems  to  point 
to  an  ailment  far  more  serious  than  slight  descent  of  the  womb. 

Women  designate  the  peculiar  i)ain  wiiich  they  experience  in 
cases  of  prolapsus  uteri  by  the  expressive  term,  "bearing  down  ;" 
a  sensation  as  though  the  pelvic  viscera  were  about  to  fall  out; 
and  to  this  is  often  added  on  veiy  slight  exertion,  such  as  in  walk- 
ing, in  lifting  anything,  or  on  altering  the  ]t()sture,  a  sharp  pain, 
due  to  a  momentary  increase  of  tension  of  the  uterine  ligaments. 


SYMPTOMS    OF    PROLAPSUS     UTERI.  139 

wliicli  compels  the  person  to  stand  still,  and  often  to  bend  slightly 
forwards,  so  as  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  all  pressure  from  above, 
and  thus  to  await  the  cessation  of  the  pain.  The  effort  at  defeca- 
tion is  often  extremely  painful,  from  the  very  circumstance  that 
it  puts  all  those  ligaments  upon  the  stretch,  while,  when  the 
womb  has  descended  so  far  that  its  cervix  habitually  rests  upon 
the  floor  of  the  vagina,  there  is  frequently  superadded  a  sense  of 
desire  to  empty  the  rectum,  a  sort  of  tenesmus  which  is  very  dis- 
tressing. The  uterus,  too,  becomes  now  exposed  to  shocks  from 
various^  external  causes  from  which  it  was  before  defended  ;  and 
sitting  on  a  hard  seat,  or  placing  herself  in  any  posture  in  which 
the  perineum  is  pressed  on,  causes  the  patient  extreme  pain,  so 
that  she  is  compelled  to  study  her  attitudes,  and  carefully  to  adjust 
her  position.  With  these  discomforts  there  is  almost  always  asso- 
ciated more  or  less  of  that  pain  in  the  back  which  is  the  nearly 
constant  attendant  upon  uterine  ailments  of  every  kind;  and  in 
some  instances  there  is  also  an  extreme  degree  of  tenderness  or 
sensitiveness  in  the  hypogastric  region,  which  is  not  aggravated 
by  slight  pressure  on  the  surface,  or  by  gentle  friction  over  it,  but 
on  the  contrary  is  often  much  relieved  by  it.  This  abdominal  pain 
is  no  more  special  to  prolapsus  than  is  the  lumbar  pain,  but  both 
seem  due  to  the  radiation  of  painful  sensations  from  the  uterus 
itself,  along  the  different  nervous  branches  and  twigs  with  which 
it  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  connectly ;  and  hence  we  find  it 
in  many  cases  of  uterine  cancer,  as  well  as  in  dysmenorrhoea,  and 
in  very  many  other  chronic  ailments  of  the  uterus.  Another  very 
distressing  sensation  often  experienced  quite  in  the  early  stage  of 
uterine  prolapsus,  and  before  there  is  any  interference  with  the 
position  of  the  bladder,  is  a  very  frequent  desire  to  pass  water, 
which  the  patient  is  compelled  to  do  every  half  hour,  though  with 
very  little  relief.  In  unmarried  women,  when  the  uterus  has 
descended  so  as  to  lie  in  the  axis  of  the  pelvic  outlet,  there  is 
besides  much  distress  produced  by  the  os  uteri  pressing  against 
the  hymen ;  but  all  of  these  discomforts  are  mitigated,  many  of 
them  cease  altogether  when  the  patient  lies  down. 

Pain,  however,  is  not  the  only  symptom  of  prolapsus  of  the 
womb.  The  organ  thus  misplaced  is  irritated,  and  leucorrhoeal 
discharges  are  an  almost  invariable  attendant  upon  the  ailment, 
while,  from  the  same  cause,  the  menstrual  flux  becomes  more  pro- 
fuse, lasts  longer,  or  returns  more  frequently  than  natural.  The 
blood  flows  back  from  the  misplaced  womb  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary difficulty,  a  state  of  habitual  congestion  is  maintained,  which 
in  some  instances  relieves  itself  from  time  to  time  by  profuse 
losses  of  blood,  though  in  spite  of  them  the  irritated  congested 
organ  tends  to  increase  in  size,  and  the  womb,  thus  larger  and 
heavier  than  natural,  becomes  less  and  less  likely  to  resume  its 
natural  situation. 

The  disorders  of  the  general  health  that  accompany  prolapsus 
of  the  womb  have  nothing  in  them  that  is  characteristic,  but  con- 
sist of  that  class  of  symptoms  which  attend  upon  so  many  uterine 
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ailments,  and  among  which  dyspeptic  disorders  have  a  very  large 
share,  owing  to  the  peculiar  sympathy  that  subsists  between  the 
stomach  and  the  womb.  Constipation  of  the  bowels  may,  however, 
be  mentioned  as  an  almost  constant  attendant  upon  prolapsus,  due 
in  part  to  the  distress  which  in  the  early  periods  of  the  affection 
accompanies  the  effort  at  defecation  ;  in  part  also  to  the  mechani- 
cal impediment  which  the  pressure  of  the  cervix  uteri  on  the  rec- 
tum frequent! 3^  oflers  to  the  passage  of  the  f^ces. 

In  the  upper  classes  of  society,  the  symptoms  of  prolapsus  are 
almost  invariably  met  by  appropriate  treatment  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  affection,  so  that  in  them  it  seldom  passes  the  first  or  second 
degree  of  misplacement.  There  maj^  however,  be  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  in  cases  where  the  perineum  has  been  extensively  torn 
and  the  vagina  has  consequently  been  very  much  and  permanently 
weakened.  The  atrophy  of  advancing  age  being  equally  inci- 
dental to  all,  the  uterus  may  even  in  the  wealthy  come  down  so 
low  as  to  protrude  partially  bej^ond  the  external  parts.  xTow  and 
then,  too,  even  in  young  women,  the  perineum  after  childbirth 
seems  so  completely  to  lose  its  resiliency  as  to  afford  little  or  no 
support  to  the  vagina.  A  small  knuckle  of  the  posterior  vaginal 
wall  soon  becomes  prolapsed,  so  as  to  project  between  though  not 
beyond,  the  labia ;  it  here  becomes  irritated ;  and  irritated,  it  soon 
becomes  hypertrophied.  The  edge  of  the  yielding  perineum  is 
dragged  down  by  the  vagina,  or  if  an  examination  be  made,  is 
easily  carried  before  the  fingers,  and  seeming  thus  to  constitute  a 
part  of  the  vaginal  wall,  the  sensation  of  the  perineum  having 
been  nearly  destroyed,  is  most  deceptive  ;  and  sometimes  the  eye 
alone  can  determine  whether  this  is  so  or  not.  Now,  in  this  case 
the  vaginal  support  of  the  uterus  being  completely  lost,  though 
the  mischief  is  not  irreparalde,  as  it  must  be  when  the  perineum 
is  torn,  external  prolapse  of  the  uterus  may  take  place. 

The  sudden  occurrence  of  external  prolapse,  or  procidentia, 
when  it  happens  during  some  violent  exertion,  or  when  it  takes 
place  all  at  once  during  some  change  of  posture  a  short  time  after 
parturition,  or  in  the  effort  at  deiecation,  is  attended  by  much 
local  distress,  and  much  constitutional  distui'bance.  In  by  far  the 
majority  of  cases,  however,  the  womb  becomes  procidoiit  only  very 
gradually;  at  first  but  a  small  part  of  the  organ  protruding,  and 
that  only  occasionally,  and  tVien  more  of  it  coming  down,  and  for 
a  longer  time,  till  at  last  the  whole  womb  lies  usually,  or  con- 
stantly, beyond  the  external  parts.  With  this  change  of  position 
of  tlie  organ  there  is  a  change  of  symptoms;  often,  indeed,  a 
marked  remission  of  some  of  those  wliich  were  the  most  distress- 
ing; for  the  sensibilities  of  the  wond)  ap[)ear  to  be  greatly  blunted 
when  once  it  becomes  an  external  organ,  and  injuries  and  interfer- 
ences which  it  could  not  bear  while  in  its  nalural  situation  seem 
to  be  of  l)ut  small  im))ortance  when  it  has  left  the  pelvic  cavity. 

Tlie  alleviation  of  the  ]>atient's  symptoms,  howevei",  owing  to 
the  cessation  of  the  vaginal  leueoi-rli<ea,  and  the  gradual  blunting 
of  the  uterine  sensibilities,  is  generally  more  than  counterbalanced 
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by  tlie  supervention  of  suiiering  from  other  sources,  "Witli  the 
increase  of  the  procidentia  of  the  uterus,  the  position  of  the  other 
pelvic  organs  becomes  more  and  more  disturbed ;  the  bladder  is 
drawn  down  into  the  pouch  in  front,  and  the  natural  relations  of 
the  urethra  are  often  so  altered  that  the  canal  runs  perpendicularly 
downwards,  instead  of  in  a  horizontal  direction.  This  misplace- 
ment necessarily  brings  with  it  much  difficulty  in  emptying 
the  bladder,  while  accompanying  it  there  is  generally  a  fre- 
quent desire  to  void  the  urine,  and  by  these  two  symptoms  the 
patient's  life  is  rendered  miserable.  In  a  similar  manner,  though 
not  so  invariably,  the  rectum  is  drawn  down  behind,  and  difficult 
defecation  is  thus  superadded  to  the  other  symptoms.  IsTor  is  this 
all,  but  the  descent  of  the  small  intestines  into  the  pelvic  cavity  to 
occupy  the  space  which  the  uterus  and  adjacent  viscera  have  left 
vacant  there,  disturbs  their  proper  functions,  and  gives  rise  to 
various  sensations  of  pain  and  discomfort  in  the  abdomen,  and  to 
these  is  not  infrequently  added  the  distress  from  inflammation  of 
the  peritoneum,  a  chronic  form  of  which  seldom  fails  to  be  set  up. 

The  external  tumor  is  itself  the  source  of  much  distress.  In 
spite  of  the  thickening  of  its  tegument,  the  irritation  produced  by 
exposure  to  the  air,  and  by  all  the  forms  of  external  injury  from 
which  it  is  impossible  to  shield  it,  as  well  as  by  the  passage  of  the 
urine  and  fasces,  seldom  fails  to  produce  ulceration  of  its  surface. 
This  ulceration  generally  occurs  in  large  patches  upon  the  most 
exposed  parts;  as,  for  instance,  at  the  sides,  where  the  tumor  is 
exposed  to  friction  by  the  thigh ;  below,  where  it  is  rubbed  when 
the  patient  sits  or  lies,  and  at  the  upper  part,  where  it  is  apt  to 
be  made  sore  by  the  passage  of  the  urine.  The  ulcers  are  seldom 
deep,  but  are  usually  irregular,  with  raised  edges  and  an  indolent 
surface,  and  are  very  indisposed  to  heal.  The  os  uteri,  too,  from 
its  position  at  the  lower  part  of  the  tumor,  and  its  consequent  ex- 
posure to  irritation,  as  well  as  from  the  delicacy  of  the  membrane 
in  this  situation,  is  almost  always  the  seat  of  an  ulcer  or  excoria- 
tion. This  ulceration  is  often  of  considerable  extent;^  not  simply 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  lips  of  the  os,  partaking  of  the 
general  hypertrophy  of  the  womb,  present  a  large  surface,  hut  also 
because  the  continual  dragging  of  the  inverted  vagina  tends  to 
draw  the  lips  of  the  uterus  upwards  and  apart  from  each  other, 
and  thus  produces  a  very  considerable  eversion  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  cervical  canal,  which  soon  becomes  excoriated. 
The  replacement  of  the  uterus  restores  the  parts  to  their  natural 
relations,  and  the  large  external  ulceration  passes  almost  out  of 
sight  into  the  canal  of  the  cervix. 

The  existence  of  prolapsus  uteri,  though  no  bar  to  conception, 
often  renders  pregnancy  a  period  of  very  considerable  sufi'ering. 
The  slighter  degrees  of  descent  of  the  womb,  indeed,  are  often 

1  This  fact,  of  the  correctness  of  which  any  one  can  readily  satisfy  himself,  was, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  first  noticed  by  Scanzoni,  in  a  note  at  page  178  of 
the  4th  edition  of  vol.  i  of  Kiwisch,  Ktinische  Vortrdge. 
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cured  by  pregnancy,  since  the  uterus  as  it  enlarges  gradually  as- 
cends in  the  pelvis  ;  and  the  temporary  relief  thus  afforded  may 
be  rendered  permanent  by  care  during  gestation,  and  a  long  ob- 
servance of  the  recumbent  posture  after  delivery.  Wlien  the  mis- 
placement, however,  is  considerable,  and  especially  when  the 
uterus  has  already  been  partially  procident,  the  effect  of  the  en- 
largement of  the  womb  is  to  make  it  descend  still  lower,  so  that 
a  consideracle  portion  of  its  lower  segment,  as  well  as  its  greatly 
enlarged  cervix,  protrude  permanently  during  a  great  part  or  the 
wdiole  of  pregnancy.  All  the  symptoms  to  which  prolapsus  ordi- 
narily gives  rise  are  experienced  in  these  cases  in  an  aggravated 
degree,  and  miscarriage  not  infrequently  takes  place,  partly  owing 
to  the  disturbance  inseparable  from  the  misplacement  of  the  womb, 
partly  owing  to  the  want  of  space  in  the  pelvis  for  the  further  en- 
largement of  the  organ,  which  is  unable  to  rise  as  it  ought  to  do 
into  the  abdominal  cavity.  In  some  few  instances,  however, 
pregnancy  runs  its  course  undisturbed,  in  spite  of  a  great  degree 
of  prolapsus ;  and  cases  are  on  record  in  which  the  uterus  has 
descended  further  and  further  till  a  great  portion  of  it  hung  down 
between  the  thighs  ;  but  the  development  of  the  foetus  has,  never- 
theless, gone  on  in  this  unnatural  position ;  and  others,  still  stranger, 
in  which  coitus  has  been  practised  immediately  through  the  os 
uteri,  and  impregnation  and  undisturbed  gestation  have  followed 
in  spite  of  the  existence  of  irreducible  procidentia. 

The  causes  have  been  explained  which  tend  to  oppose  the  return 
of  any  long-existing  procidentia  of  the  uterus ;  and  the  same  causes, 
though  operating  in  a  less  degree  in  simple  prolapsus,  yet  often 
interfere  with  the  complete  restoration  of  the  womb  to  its  normal 
situation.  By  degrees,  indeed,  a  woman  not  infrequently  gets 
habituated  to  the  discomforts  of  her  position,  till  at  length  she 
seems  to  be  but  little  inconvenienced  by  them,  and  this  even  in 
cases  of  external  procidentia  of  the  womb.  To  this,  however, 
there  are  many  exceptions  ;  and  the  ulcerations  of  the  surface  of 
the  procident  organ  sometimes  become  very  extensive,  assume  an 
unhealthy  condition,  and  partial  sloughings  of  the  integument  take 
place  ;  or  the  mass  having  been  unreturned  longer  than  usual,  it 
becomes  swollen,  tense,  and  painful,  and  all  attempts  at  replacing 
it  prove  unavailing.  The  extreme  pain,  which  in  some  of  these 
cases  attends  upon  any  endeavor  to  replace  the  womb,  is  often  due 
to  some  degree  of  inflammation  having  been  set  up  in  the  perito- 
ueum  lining  the  pouch  into  which  the  intestines  descend,  at  the 
upper  and  buck  part  of  the  prolapsed  womb,  or  of  the  peritoneal 
investment  of  the  intestines  themselves  ;  and  death  may  in  these 
circumstances  take  place,  with  many  symptoms  of  the  same  kind 
as  attend  upon  fatal  stranguhitcd  liernia, 

Oi'thc  two  varieties  oi'  luifiinal  prolapxufi  in  whicli  its  ])osterior 
or  its  anterior  wall  is  disphiced,  tlie  hitter  gives  rise  to  by  liir  the 
more  important  Hymptoms.  ISomc  degree  of  prohipsus  oi  the  pos- 
terior vaginal  wall  exists,  indeed,  iji  very  many  cases  of  laceration 
of  the  perineum;  and  a  [)ainful  dragging  sensation  on  assuming 
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the  erect  posture,  leucorrlioeal  discharge,  and  discomfort  from  the 
projection  between  the  labia  of  a  small  pouch  of  vagina,  are  gener- 
ally experienced,  though  by  no  means  in  a  measure  always  pro- 
portionate to  the  amount  of  misplacement.  To  these  are  super- 
added all  the  inconveniences  of  constipation,  and  the  distress 
.arising  from  the  impaction  of  scybala  in  the  rectum,  whenever  the 
lower  part  of  the  intestine  itself  becomes  dragged  down  and  pro- 
lapsed ;  while,  whenever  the  ailment  is  of  long  standing,  or  con- 
siderable in  degree,  the  uterus  is  usually  drawn  down  also  out  of 
the  proper  position. 

The  prolapsus  of  the  anterior  vaginal  wall,  attended  as  it  is  by 
descent  of  the  bladder,  is  accompanied  by  a  peculiar  dragging  sen- 
sation at  the  umbilicus,  which  is  distressing  in  proport'ion  as  the 
bladder  is  full;  is  lessened,  or  ceases  altogether,  when  that  viscus  is 
completely  empty.  This  sensation  has  been  referred,  and  probably 
correctly,  to  the  stress  upon  the  suspensory  ligament  of  the  bladder, 
which  must  be  dragged  on  more  and  more  in  proportion  as  urine 
accumulates  in  the  prolapsed  pouch  of  the  organ.  The  patient  ex- 
periences, moreover,  a  constant  desire  to  pass  water,  which  very 
frequent  micturition  fails  to  relieve,  unless  pressure  be  made  from 
below  against  the  pouch  of  prolapsed  bladder,  so  as  completely  to 
empty  the  organ.  To  this  becomes  superadded  in  many  instances, 
in  the  course  of  time,^  an  altered  condition  of  the  urine,  which  is 
turbid,  ropy,  sometimes  oifensive,  and  loaded  with  phosphates ; 
owing,  in  part,  to  its  retention  in  the  prolapsed  pouch  of  the  blad- 
der ;  in  part,  also,  to  irritation  propagated  to  the  kidneys  them- 
selves. It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  say  that  in  these  cases 
the  ordinary  symptoms  of  vaginal  prolapse  will  not  be  wanting; 
while  reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  peculiar  effect  of 
descent  of  the  bladder  in  causing  hypertrophy  of  the  anterior  lip 
of  the  womb,  and  afterwards  in  occasioning  the  organ  to  prolapse. 

The  characters  of  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  or  vagina  are  so  well 
marked,  that  with  the  most  ordinary  care  it  must  be  nearly  im- 
possible to  mistake  their  import.  We  may,  therefore,  pass  at  once 
to  the  examination  of  the  treatment  best  suited  to  eifect  its  cure. 

Here,  however,  we  at  once  meet  with  very  contradictory  opinions 
and  assertions,  for  while  some  writers  advocate  the  general  em- 
ployment of  mechanical  means  to  keep  the  misplaced  organs  in 
their  proper  position,  others  deny  their  utility,  and  allege  various 
argume?jts  against  them.  "Without  entering  into  the  controversy, 
we  must  bear  in  mind,  what  the  disputants  have  too  often  forgotten, 
that  prolapsus  of  the  womb  occurs  in  very  different  circumstances; 
and  that  its  treatment,  to  be  appropriate,  must  differ  too.  Some- 
times it  is  the  result  of  causes  which  add  to  the  weight  of  the 
uterus,  and  thus  render  its  ordinary  supports  unequal  to  maintain 
it  in  its  proper  position,  while  in  other  instances  a  weakening  of 

^  To  this  cause  of  alteration  of  the  urine  attention  was  first  called  by  the  late 
Dr.  Golding  Bird,  in  a  paper  published  in  Medical  Times  and  Gazelle,  1853,  Jan.  1, 
p.  11. 
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the  supports  themselves,  by  accident  or  disease,  is  the  first  step 
towards  producing  the  misplacement;  and  according  as  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  conditions  predominates  will  the  use  of  mechani- 
cal means  be  expedient  or  undesirable.  Thus,  for  instance,  time, 
and  care,  and  judicious  management  generally  sufiice  to  remove 
that  form  of  descent  of  the  womb  which  succeeds  to  miscarriage 
or  to  labor,  wherein  the  as  yet  imperfect  involution  of  the  organ, 
and  its  consequent  increase  of  weight,  are  the  main  causes  of  its 
misplacement,  while  mechanical  contrivances  are  always  needed 
when  the  support  which  the  vagina  should  afford  has  been  destroyed 
by  extensive  laceration  of  the  perineum.,  or  greatly  enfeebled  by 
the  atrophy  of  old  age. 

The  first  inquiry,  then,  which  we  ought  to  make  in  every  case 
of  prolapsus  uteri  concerns  the  cause  to  which  the  misplacement 
of  the  organ  is  due  ;  and  we  must  therefore  endeavor  to  ascertain 
the  precise  condition  of  the  patient's  health  previous  to  the  occur- 
rence of  those  symptoms  for  which  she  now  seeks  our  help.  In. 
married  women  we  shall  often  find  the  commencement  of  the  evil 
referred  to  some  miscarriage  or  labor ;  in  the  unmarried,  to  exer- 
tion too  severe  or  too  prolonged  at  a  menstrual  period,  and  subse- 
quently aggravated  by  a  like  want  of  care  at  each  successive  return 
of  the  menses.  Eest  in  the  recumbent  position,  strict  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  bowels,  the  cold  hip-bath,  and  astringent 
vaginal  injections,  will  usually  suffice  for  the  cure  of  such  cases; 
and  as  the  hypertrophy  of  the  womb  gradually  subsides,  so  will 
the  organ  by  degrees  regain  its  proper  position.  Neglect  of  due 
precaution  at  the  menstrual  periods,  leading  as  it  often  does  to  the 
minor  degrees  of  uterine  prolapse,  becomes  associated,  also,  with 
enlargement  of  the  womb,  which  disappears,  together  with  the 
malposition,  under  the  same  treatment  as  is  appropriate  in  those 
cases  where  the  ailment  succeeds  to  delivery.  Here,  however, 
especial  care  is  needed,  at  the  return  of  each  menstrual  period,  to 
counteract  the  tendency  of  the  womb  to  become  again  displaced — 
care,  too,  which  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  induce  our  patient,  who 
probably  feels  but  little  discomfort,  to  observe.  It  is  hy  such  care, 
however,  rather  than  by  much  positive  treatment,  that  we  can  best 
succeed  in  putting  a  stop  to  that  over-profuse  menstruation  which 
is  very  frequently  associated  with  even  the  minor  degrees  of  pro- 
lapsus. The  misplacement  of  the  organ  exposes  it  to  irritation  ; 
the  irritated  and  contcested  oro;an  becomes  somewhat  increased  in 
size;  and  from  its  vessels,  larger  and  more  numerous  than  when 
the  organ  was  in  its  natural  position,  blood  flows  more  freel}^,  and 
all  the  more  so  if  the  patient  retains  at  these  times  the  erect  pos- 
ture, or  pursues  her  ordinary  avocations. 

In  many  other  conditions  the  uterus  grows  larger  and  heavier 
than  natural,  and  in  some  of  them,  the  disj^jsition  to  })i'()lapsus  is 
even  greater  than  when  the  size  of  the  organ  is  due  to  the  incom- 
pletencBs  of  its  [tuerperal  involution.  The  womb,  though  left  after 
delivery  much  larger  and  heavier  than  natural,  is  not  the  only  part 
Lypertrophied;  but  its  supports,  albeit  overstretched  and  conse- 
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qiiently  enfeebled,  have  grown  too,  and  are  larger  and  more  power- 
ful than  in  the  unimpregnated  state.  If,  however,  the  increase  of 
the  womb  is  due  to  some  other  cause,  such  as  the  congestion  of 
habitual  menorrhagia,  or  the  enlargement  which  attends  upon 
chronic  inflaijimation,  prolapsus  of  the  organ  will  be  still  more 
likely  to  occur,  since  its  increase  of  weight  will  have  been  un- 
associated  with  any  corresponding  development  of  those  parts  by 
which  it  is  retained  in  situ.  The  prolapsus  here  is  purely  second- 
ary;  the  enlarged  womb  may  even  require  local  depletion  to  reduce 
its  bulk,  and  till  this  end  has  been  attained,  the  prolapsus  will  tend 
to  increase,  while  attempts  to  retain  the  organ  mechanically  in  its 
proper'position  will  increase  its  irritation,  and  thus  prove  positively 
injurious. 

If  to  these  cases  we  add  another  large  class,  in  which  the  descent 
of  the  uterus  is  but  slight,  and  is  either  one  result  of  a  general  loss 
of  tone  in  the  parts,  attendant  on  a  state  of  debility,  or  the  con- 
sequence of  some  accidental  and  temporary  cause,  such  as  the  over- 
exertion of  a  long  walk,  or  excessive  fatigue,  we  may  conclude  that 
the  employment  of  mechanical  support  for  the  misplaced  womb  is 
not  necessary  nor  suitable : 

1st.  In  slight  degrees  of  uterine  prolapse. 

2d.  In  cases  where  the  descent  of  the  womb,  still  comparatively 
recent,  is  due  to  the  persistence  of  the  state  of  puerperal  hyper- 
trophy, owing  to  imperfect  involution  of  the  organ  after  abortion 
or  labor. 

3d.  In  cases  where  uterine  disease  of  whatever  kind  was  the 
occasion  of  the  misplacement  of  the  organ,  such  disease  being  still 
in  a  stage  calling  for  treatment. 

On  the  other  hand,  mechanical  means  of  some  kind  or  other  are 
gen  erally  appropriate : 

let.  In  all  cases  of  external  prolapse,  or  procidentia  of  the  uterus'. 

2d.  In  cases  of  long-standing  prolapse  in  the  second  degree, 
associated  with  much  relaxation  of  the  vagina,  and  consequent 
weakening  of  the  uterine  supports. 

3d.  In  all  cases  of  extensive  laceration  of  the  perineum,  and,  for 
a  similar  reason,  in  cases  of  prolapsus  in  the  aged. 

4th.  In  cases  of  the  minor  degrees  of  prolapsus  which  are  ac- 
companied by  extreme  distress  or  violent  pain. 

5th.  In  all  cases  of  considerable  prolapsus  of  the  vagina,  with  or 
without  descent  of  the  rectum  or  bladder;  and  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  uterine  prolapsus  is  secondary  to  any  of  those  other  forms  of 
misplacement. 

The  supports  which  are  used  in  these  cases  are  intended  either 
to  keep  the  womb  in  its  proper  position,  or  to  afford  relief  to  the 
painful  sensations  that  accompany  its  misplacement. 

They  are  either  internal  or  external,  the  latter  being  various  de- 
scriptions of  bandages  which  exert  counterpressure  in  different 
ways  on  the  sacrum,  the  perineum,  or  even  the  pubes ;  while  the 
former  act  immediately  on  the  displaced  organs  themselves.  The 
internal  are  called  pessaries,  from  the  Greek  Tteaffoc ;  the  ancients 

10 
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being  accustomed  to  introduce  medicated  substances  for  various 
purposes  into  the  vagina.^ 

There  are  two  different  kinds  of  pessaries ;  namely,  those  which 
when  introduced  are  maintained  in  their  position  by  the  vaginal 
walls  themselves,  and  those  whose  support  is  external  to  the  vagina, 
and  supplied  by  means  of  a  bandage  or  some  similar  contrivance 
to  which  they  are  attached  by  means  of  a  stem.  Each  of  these 
kinds  has  its  advantages  in  certain  cases,  while  obviously  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  employ  the  latter  in  many  instances  where  the 
perineum  has  been  so  torn  as  greatly  to  enlarge  the  orifice  of  the 
vagina,  and  thus  to  render  its  walls  incapable  of  retaining  the 
pessary. 

A  pessary  ought  to  be  light  and  smooth,  in  order  that  by  its 
weight  it  may  not  further  weaken  the  lax  and  yielding  vaginal 
walls,  nor  increase  leucorrhoeal  discharge  by  its  irritating  qualities. 
It  is  also  desirable  that  it  should  not  press  unequally,  nor  upon  a 
very  limited  extent  of  the  vaginal  wall,  but  that  the  support  it 
gives  should  be  uniform,  and  distributed  over  a  tolerably  large 
surface.  ISTow  these  conditions  are  best  fulfilled  by  a  pessary  of  a 
globular  or  slightly  oval  form,  and  made  of  wood  or  some  other 
material  to  which  a  perfectly  smooth  surface  can  readily  be  given. 
Hollow  metallic  pessaries  have  been  recommended  by  some  writers, 
and  whenever  it  is  expedient  for  them  to  be  habitually  worn,  the 
lightness,  perfect  cleanliness,  and  unirritating  qualities  of  a  thin 
globe  of  electro-gilt  silver  render  it  by  far  the  best  pessary  that 
can  be  employed.  The  expense  of  employing  any  of  the  precious 
metals  must,  however,  always  be  a  bar  to  their  general  use ;  while 
pessaries  of  box-wood  answer  every  important  purpose  when  a 
temporary  support  only  is  needed.  Indian-rubber  has  many  ad- 
vantages in  its  softness  and  elasticity,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so 
cleanly  as  wood,  and  is  easily  acted  on  by  the  vaginal  secretions. 
The  globular  pessary  is  especially  useful  in  cases  of  prolapse  in 
the  first  degree,  where  the  descent  of  the  w^omb,  so  that  its  cervix 
rests  upon  the  floor  of  the  vagina,  causes  much  local  suffering,  or 
much  sympathetic  disturbance.  A  small  globular  j)essary  intro- 
duced into  the  cul-de-sac  behind  the  womb,  suffices  to  keep  the 
organ  oft"  the  pelvic  floor,  and  often  aftbrds  the  patient  a  degree  of 
comfort  equally  grateful  and  unexpected,  and  removes  symptoms 
such  as  we  could  scarcely  persuade  ourselves  that  so  very  slight  a 
degree  of  misplacement  of  the  womb  should  have  produced.    The 

'  It  was  for  the  medicinal  virtues  of  their  composition,  not  for  their  mechanical 
utility,  that  these  jiessaric^s  were  enii)loyecl  by  llie  ancients.  Tims,  for  instance, 
in  the  Ilippocratic  oath  the  candidate  vows  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  pessaries  to 
destroy  the  foetus ;  and  it  is  to  the  supposed  remedial  virtues  of  their  constituents 
that  Celsus  refers  in  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  his  fifth  book.  Their  name  is  do- 
rived  by  some  frmn  their  supposed  therajjcutical  power,  (jUasl  Trto-ouv  viol/ire ;  but 
by  others  from  wtaxoc  the  skin  of  an  animal  with  the  wool  on  it,  in  which  the 
materials  of  the  pessary  were  wrap]ied  jirevious  to  beini;^  introduced  within  the 
vulva.  These  pessaries  were  emjiloyi-d  in  cases  of  jirolapsus  uteri,  but  as  a  moans 
of  applyiiif^  astrintjcfnt  remedies,  ratiicr  lium  of  mechanically  retailing  the  uterus 
in  its  position  ;  and  it  is  onl)'  within  tin-  past  two  centuries  that  their  mt^ehanical 
utility  has  come  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively  regarded. 
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large  globular  pessary  is  also  very  useful  in  cases  of  considerable 
and  long-standing  prolapsus  of  tbe  uterus,  in  whicb  the  organ  is 
close  to  tlie  external  parts,  or  even  protrudes  beyond  them,  while 
the  whole  of  the  vaginal  wall  is  in  a  state  of  extreme  relaxation. 
In  some  of  these  cases,  indeed,  as  well  as  in  others  where  the 
perineum  has  been  extensively  torn,  it  may  be  necessary  to  retain 
the  pessary  by  means  of  an  external  bandage  with  a  pad  pressing 
on  the  perineum.  In  every  instance  of  considerable  prolapsus  of 
the  vagina,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  rectum  or  bladder  is  pro- 
lapsed, an  oval  pessary  is  absolutely  needed  to  prevent  the  increase 
of  the  ailment,  and  to  bring  about  its  cure.  The  globular  pessary, 
however,  is  not  free  from  some  disadvantages.  Unless  it  be  v-ery 
small,  or  unless  the  patient  learn  to  introduce  and  remove  it  for 
herself, — a  matter,  indeed,  seldom  of  much  difficulty, — it  not  only 
interferes  with  sexual  intercourse,  but  also  with  such  an  efficient 
use  of  vaginal  injections  as  is  necessary  for  purposes  of  cleanliness. 
It  is  partly  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  a  person 
sometimes  experiences  in  the  introduction  and  withdrawal  of  the 
pessary,  that  air-pessaries  have  of  late  been  invented,  composed 
of  bags  of  vulcanized  Indian-rubber,  with  a  tube  attached  to  them ; 
through  which,  having  been  introduced  in  the  flaccid  state,  they 
may  be  distended  with  air  by  means  of  a  syringe.  They  are  ex- 
pensive, and  apt  to  get  out  of  order,  but  I  know  of  no  other  draw- 
back from  their  utility.  In  some  instances  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  of  tenderness  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  so  that 
an  ordinary  wooden  pessary  occasions  much  pain,  and  when  this 
is  the  case  the  Indian-rubber  air-pessary  will  be  found  extremely 
serviceable.  Besides  the  more  costly  form  of  it,  which  is  inflated 
by  means  of  the  syringe,  there  is  a  less  expensive  kind  which  re- 
sembles an  ordinary  pessary,  except  that  it  is  distended  with  air, 
instead  of  being  stuffed  with  horse-hair  or  any  other  material. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  use  of  pessaries 
made  of  sponge,  and  which,  though  less  employed  than  they  once 
were,  are  not  without  their  application  in  some  instances.  The 
employment  of  globular  pieces  of  sponge  enveloped  in  oiled  silk, 
to  render  them  impervious  to  the  vaginal  secretions,  has  now  fallen 
into  disuse,  owing  to  the  superior  advantages  of  Indian-rubber 
pessaries.  When  used  now,  therefore,  the  sponge  is  introduced 
either  without  any  covering,  or  inclosed  in  a  piece  of  linen.  The 
advantages  of  the  sponge  pessary  consist  in  the  facility  of  its  in- 
troduction, which  the  patient  can  always  manage  for  herself,  and 
in  the  circumstance  that  it  expands  so  as  effectually  to  keep  the 
uterus  in  situ,  and  that  astringent  vaginal  injections  may  be  used 
without  its  removal.  The  objections  to  it  are,  that  its  rough  sur- 
face is  always  apt  to  irritate  the  vaginal  walls,  while  by  imbibing 
the  discharges,  it  grows  rapidly  very  offensive  and  proportionally 
more  irritating.  On  these  accounts,  therefore,  it  is  never  to  be 
employed  among  the  poor,  whose  circumstances  are  likely  to  in- 
terfere with  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness,  nor  in  any  case  where 
there   is   difficulty   in  retaining  the  uterus  in  its  place;  while 
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wlierever  it  is  used,  the  sponge  ought  to  be  withdrawn  every 
twelve  hours  and  another  substituted  for  it,  and  no  sponge  should 
be  reintroduced  till  after  it  has  been  soaked  for  twelve  hours  in 
water.  The  only  eases  then  in  which  sponge  is  advisable  as  a 
pessary,  are  cases  of  the  minor  degrees  of  prolapse,  where  we  are 
fearful  lest  the  evil  should  be  increased  by  the  patient's  ordinary 
pursuits  and  exercise,  while  the  use  of  a  pessary  is  a  precautionary 
measure,  which  there  is  good  reason  to  expect  that  we  may  in  a 
short  time  be  able  to  dispense  with  altogether. 

Another  kind  of  pessary,  not  so  generally  applicable  as  that  of 
a  globular  or  oval  form,  but  yet  having  advantages  that  render  it 
very  useful  in  some  cases,  is  the  disk  pessary.  This,  as  its  name 
implies,  is  a  flat  disk  of  wood,  or  sometimes  of  some  light  material, 
such  as  hair  or  wool  covered  with  Indian-rubber,  or  even  an  Indian- 
rubber  cushion  inflated  with  air,  which  being  introduced  into  the 
vagina,  is  placed  transversely  across  between  the  spines  of  the 
ischia,  so  as  to  form  an  artificial  floor  to  the  pelvis,  and  thus  keep 
the  uterus  more  nearly  in  its  natural  situation.  These  pessaries 
are  all  perforated  with  a  central  opening,  which  is  not  merely 
useful  in  facilitating  their  removal,  but  also  allows  the  ready  escape 
of  the  menstrual  fluid,  and  even  admits  the  possibility  of  conception 
taking  place,  while  they  are  still  worn  by  the  patient.  The  central 
aperture,  however,  has  sometimes  been  the  occasion  of  consider- 
able discomfort  to  the  patient,  owing  to  the  cervix  uteri  passing 
through  it  and  becoming  swollen,  and  partially  strangulated  by  its 
edges.  This  inconvenience  is  easily  avoided  by  the  precaution  of 
having  the  central  aperture  made  either  too  small  for  the  cervix 
to  pass  through  it,  or  too  large  for  the  possibility  of  its  strangula- 
tion occurring ;  and,  as  a  general  rule,  the  former  mode  of  con- 
struction is  preferable  to  the  latter.  A  less  remediable  objection 
to  this  kind  of  pessary  is  furnished  by  its  extreme  liability  to  be- 
come displaced,  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  it  is  in  contact 
with  only  a  comparatively  narrow  band  of  vaginal  wall,  instead  of 
being  embraced,  as  the  globular  pessary  is,  by  a  large  extent  of 
surface  ;  while,  though  a  woman  possessed  of  very  slight  dexterity 
may  learn  to  introduce  and  remove  the  globular  pessary  for  herself, 
she  must  always  be  dependent  on  a  medical  man  for  the  proper 
adjustment  of  a  disk-shaped  pessary. 

Many  endeavors  have  been  made  to  overcome  by  modifications 
of  the  instrument  this  last  objection  to  the  disk-shaped  pessary, 
and  to  provide  a  support  for  the  uterus  which,  while  easy  of  in- 
troduction, shall  yet  be  little  liable  to  become  misplaced.  These 
ends  ap[>ear  to  have  been  at  length  attained  by  the  ingenuity  of 
J)r.  Zwunck,'  of  iramburg.  His  instrunicnt,  which  is  now  readily 
obtainable  in  London,  consists  of  two  liollow  oval  disks  of  metal, 
witli  a  central  opening  in  each  to  diminish  their  weight,  and 
united  by  a  hinge,  so  that  they  can  be  closed  or  expanded.     A 

1  IIo  jmbliHiw'd  afl(!S(rriii1,ii>ii  iiiul  u  driiwiiiL;' of  llio  iiistiniiiiciit  in  Uio  Mo>taif«'/irift 
f.  GeOurlakimde,  Bund  i,  Jlcll  '•'>. 
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small  curved  stem  proceeds  from  near  the  hinge  end  of  each  disk, 
which,  when  the  instrument  is  expanded,  come  into  contact  with 
each  other,  and  are  easily  fixed  by  a  screw  which  forms  the 
slightly  bulbous  end  of  the  longer  stem,  and  thus  keeps  the 
pessary  securely  open.  The  instrument  is  of  course  introduced 
closed,  and  when  carried  as  high  as  it  will  readily  pass  in  the 
vagina,  it  is  expanded  by  bringing  the  stems  togther ;  a  turn  of 
the  screw  secures  it  in  this  position,  and  its  management  is  so 
simple  that  the  patient  learns  at  once  how  to  introduce  and  with- 
draw it  herself.  I  have  now  employed  it  on  several  occasions,  and 
have  been  surprised  to  find  how  effectually  it  retains  even  the  en- 
larged womb  which  has  been  frequently  procident.  Its  introdjic- 
tion  is,  however,  difficult  and  painful  in  cases  where  the  vaginal 
orifice  is  at  all  narrow,  and  it  seems  altogether  better  adapted  to 
the  relief  of  the  greater  than  of  the  slighter  forms  of  uterine  mis- 
placement ;  and  of  those  especially  in  which  the  perineum  is  torn, 
or  has  lost  its  resiliency  so  that  the  air-pessary  is  not  retained  within 
the  vagina.^ 

But  there  is  another  large  class  of  pessaries  in  which  the  instru- 
ment is  retained  in  its  position  by  some  support  external  to  the 
patient,  not  by  the  mere  counterpressure  of  the  vaginal  walls  and 
pelvic  floor.  The  principle  of  all  such  instruments  consists  in  the 
employment  of  some  kind  of  belt  surrounding  the  hips,  to  which 
either  a  stem  is  attached,  bearing  the  uterine  support,  or  else  straps 
are  connected  with  it  which  serve  to  hold  the  internal  support  in 
its  proper  position.  The  great  practical  drawback  from  their  em- 
ployment is  this,  that  the  belt  or  spring  surrounding  the  pelvis  is 
unavoidably  liable  to  slight  changes  of  position,  by  which  the 
vaginal  stem  is  sometimes  brought  to  press  painfully  on  the  orifice 
of  that  canal,  or  the  uterine  support  becomes  misplaced,  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  descent  of  the  womb  taking  place  by  its  side.  This 
circumstance,  together  with  their  much  higher  price,  leads  to  their 
being  comparatively  seldoin  employed,  though  you  may  meet  with 
cases,  those  especially  in  which  the  perineum  has  been  extensively 
torn,  in  which  one  or  other  modification  of  this  kind  of  apparatus 
will  be  of  service. 

One  source  of  comfort  to  the  patient,  from  the  employment 
of  some  of  these  external  supports,  is  derived  from  the  counter- 
pressure  on  the  pelvis  which  the  belt  exercises,  and  which  relieves 
very  many  of  the  painful  sensations  experienced  in  cases  of  uterine 
prolapsus.  Two  bandages  which  seem  to  me  extremely  well 
-adapted  for  this  purpose,  are  Hull's  utero-abdominal  supporter, 

^  Some  modifications  of  Zwanck's  instrument  have  been  made,  chiefly  with  the 
view  of  rendering  the  screw  more  easily  manageable  by  the  patient.  Of  these 
Schilling's  is  the  most  ingenious,  since  the  two  limbs  of  the  stem  are  never  sepa- 
rated ;  but  the  instrument  is  opened  or  closed  according  as  the  screw  is  turned  from 
left  to  right,  or  from  right  to  left.  This  is  to  be  had  now  of  London  instrument- 
makers.  A.  minute  description,  with  engravings  of  a  great  variety  of  pessaries, 
and  other  uterine  supports,  is  given  by  Dr.  v.  Franque,  in  his  essay  Der  Vorfallder 
Gebdrmiitler,  folio.  Wiirzburg,  1860. 
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and  a  bandage  known  by  instrument-makers  as  Dr.  Ashburner's 
bandage.  Each  of  these  tightly  embraces  the  hips,  while  the 
former  is  furnished  with  a  large  padded  metallic  plate  fitting  over 
the  pubes,  and  the  latter  with  a  similar  one  adapted  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  sacrum.  The  chief  utility  of  these  metallic  plates  is 
that  by  their  firm  and  yet  gentle  counterpressure  they  relieve  the 
sympathetic  pains  referred  to  the  back  in  one  case,  or  the  dragging 
and  distress  in  the  region  of  the  ovaries  in  another.  To  both  of 
them  a  strap  passing  between  the  legs,  with  a  perineal  pad,  is 
adapted,  and  though  it  can  be  dispensed  with  at  pleasure,  will  be 
found  of  great  service  in  all  cases  of  considerable  relaxation  of  the 
vagina,  with  disposition  to  actual  procidentia,  when  used  either 
alone,  or  in  combination  with  some  form  of  internal  support.  The 
strap  and  perineal  pad  have  the  disadvantage  of  heating  the  parts, 
and  thus  of  keeping  up  leucorrhoeal  discharge ;  but  without  them 
the  instrument  cannot  be  so  well  adjusted.  Of  the  two,  that  of 
Dr.  Ashburner,  with  its  sacral  pad,  has  seemed  to  me  the  more 
useful,  greatly  relieving  the  backache,  and  being  found  indeed 
by  some  persons  almost  indispensable  to  their  comfort  in  walking 
or  making  any  kind  of  exertion. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  say  much  with  reference  to  the 
manner  of  introducing  pessaries,  or  the  precautions  to  be  observed 
by  those  who  wear  them.  Even  in  cases  that  most  require  their 
employment,  it  is  always  presupposed  that  they  are  not  used  so 
long  as  any  considerable  tenderness  of  the  parts  exists,  or  as  there 
are  any  remains  of  inflammation  or  of  considerable  congestion. 
These  conditions  being  removed,  the  patient  lying  on  her  left  side, 
the  uterus  is  carried  as  nearly  as  possible  into  its  natural  position, 
and  the  pessary,  covered  with  oil,  or  some  unguent,  is  introduced, 
not  without  attention  to  the  direction  of  the  pelvic  axes,  and  placed 
either  behind  the  cervix  uteri,  or  simply  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
vagina,  if  the  relaxation  of  the  vaginal  walls  is  very  considerable, 
and  the  prolapsus  has  passed  the  first  degree.  Whenever  the  re- 
laxation of  the  parts  is  great,  it  will  be  essential  to  choose  at  first 
a  pessary  so  large  as  not  to  be  introduced  through  the  orifice  of 
the  vulva  without  some  little  diflSculty,  for  the  vagina  is  always 
more  capacious  near  to  its  upper  part  than  close  to  its  orifice  ;  and 
besides,  if  the  introduction  of  the  instrument  were  very  easy,  it 
would  be  almost  sure  to  become  speedily  displaced.  In  the  greater 
degrees  of  prolapsus,  and  when  the  perineum  is  torn,  an  external 
bandage  with  a  perineal  pad  is  required  to  keep  the  instrument 
in  its  place. 

When  the  disk  pessary  is  employed,  tlie  instrument  is  intro- 
duced edgewise,  and  is  carried  u])  in  the  vagina  as  far  as  possible 
in  that  position.  It  is  then  fixed  by  turning  it  round  so  as  to  bring 
it  to  lie  transversely  between  the  ischiatic  spines,  when  it  fi>rms  a 
sort  of  artificial  pelvic  floor,  on  which  the  uterus  rests.  Which- 
ever kind  of  pessary  is  used,  but  especially  wlicn  the  disk  pessary 
is  employed,  we  slionld  not  loa\'c  our  });dient  after  its  introduction 
until  she  has  walked  two  or  three  times  across  the  room,  and  thus 
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ascertained  tliat  the  instrument  still  remains  in  its  proper  position. 
Its  small  liability  to  misplacement  is,  as  I  have  already  stated,  one 
of  the  great  advantages  of  Zwanck's  instrument. 

'No  pessary  should  be  allowed  to  remain  for  many  weeks  in  the 
vagina,  whatever  may  be  the  precautions  used  by  frequent  employ- 
ment of  vaginal  injections  to  prevent  the  deposit  of  the  secretions 
upon  it.  One  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  globular  or  cylindrical 
pessary,  and  also  of  Zwanck's  instrument,  consists  in  the  possibility 
of  its  being  removed  by  the  patient  herself  every  night,  and  re- 
placed before  she  rises  in  the  morning,  by  which  means  not  only 
can  it  be  kept  scrupulously  clean,  but  the  vagina  can  be  washed 
out  by  the  copious  use  of  water,  or  of  some  astringent  lotion  twice 
in  the  twenty- four  hours.  Cases  of  most  serious  mischief,  arising 
from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution,  are  on  record,  in  which  in- 
flammation and  ulceration  of  the  vagina  have  been  produced,  or 
the  pessary  has  even  made  its  way  into  the  bladder,  thus  entailing 
on  the  patient  all  the  miseries  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  But  an- 
other reason  for  the  frequent  removal  of  a  pessary  is,  that  in  many 
cases  we  employ  it  purely  as  a  temporary  expedient,  as  a  means  ' 
of  keeping  the  womb  in  its  place,  while  the  vagina  and  the  dupli- 
catures  of  peritoneum  are  acquiring  that  power  which  may  enable 
them  permanently  to  retain  it  there.  We  hope  that  after  a  time 
the  pessary  may  be  altogether  dispensed  with,  and  as  a  preliminary 
step  towards  this,  we  change  the  pessary  occasionally,  and  substi- 
tute a  smaller  instrument  for  that  which  was  previously  worn.  It 
is  indeed  comparatively  seldom  expedient  to  do  away  with  the  use 
of  t'he  pessary  all  at  once ;  but  it  is  in  general  more  prudent  to 
employ  one  or  more  instruments  of  smaller  size  before  discarding 
their  use  altoo-ether. 

In  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  it  is  important  to  give  the 
patient  special  cautions  as  to  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  state 
of  her  bowels,  and  as  to  the  probability  that  a  few  weeks  of  neglect 
in  that  respect  would  reproduce  all  her  former  symptoms.  When 
the  bladder  has  been  misplaced,  something  may  be  done  to  cure 
the  slighter  degrees  of  the  accident,  or  after  the  removal  of  the 
pessary  to  prevent  its  return,  by  the  patient  pressing  with  her 
fingers  against  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  whenever  she  passes 
water,  so  as  to  insure  on  each  occasion  the  complete  emptying  of 
the  bladder. 

In  all  cases  of  procidentia  of  the  uterus,  as  well  as  of  external 
prolapse  of  the  vagina,  the  first  point  to  attend  to  is  to  return  the 
parts  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  to  keep  them  there  by  the 
employment,  if  necessary,  of  Ashburner's  or  of  some  other  well- 
adjusted  bandage  with  a  perineal  pad.  In  some  instances,  when 
the  procidentia  has  been  of  very  long  standing,  this  is  all  that  can 
for  a  time  be  attempted,  since  the  amount  of  hypertrophy  of  the 
womb  and  of  the  adjacent  parts  is  not  infrequently  so  considerable 
as  to  leave  little  room  for  the  employment  of  a  pessary.  It  is  re- 
markable, however,  with  what  rapidity  such  hypertrophy  diminishes 
if  the  patient  is  kept  for  two  or  three  weeks  perfectly  quiet  in  the 
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recumbent  posture,  while  care  is  taken  that  the  prolapsus  does  not 
become  again  external.  The  presence  even  of  very  considerable 
abrasion  about  the  os  uteri  does  not  in  any  measure  contraindicate 
the  immediate  return  of  the  organ,  nor  do  in  general  the  large 
and  indolent  ulcerations  which  form  upon  the  surface  of  the  in- 
verted vagina.  The  healing  of  such  sores,  though  always  tardy, 
yet  usually  goes  on  much  more  rapidly  within  the  body  than 
external  to  it,  while,  if  cicatrization  do  not  advance  satisfactorily 
under  the  use  of  simple  vaginal  injections,  such  as  the  lead  wash, 
or  the  lotio  nigra,  the  patient  can  be  directed  to  protrude  the  uterus 
externally  by  occasional  bearing  down  efforts,  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  touch  the  edges  or  surface  of  any  ulcer  that  may  require  it 
with  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

To  this  rule,  however,  there  are  occasional  exceptions.  Some- 
times the  exposed  surface  has  become  extensively  abraded,  and  is 
very  painful,  or  the  ulcerations  upon  it  are  large,  numerous,  and 
unhealthy.  In  such  circumstances  the  endeavor  to  replace  the 
uterus  would  be  Very  painful,  while  the  ulcerations  may  require 
more  direct  treatment  than  would  be  practicable  if  the  organ  were 
returned  within  the  pelvic  cavity.  When  this  is  the  case  I  am 
accustomed  to  keep  the  patient  for  a  few  days  strictly  in  the  recum- 
bent posture,  with  the  hips  raised,  and  the  uterus  itself  supported 
on  a  pillow,  and  enveloped  either  in  simple  water-dressing  or  in  a 
weak  lead  lotion,  or  if  the  abrasion  of  its  surface  be  very  extensive, 
and  the  discharge  from  it  very  profuse,  in  cloths  soaked  in  a  lotion 
composed  of  two  scruples  of  the  oxide  of  zinc,  suspended  by  means 
of  two  drachms  of  mucilage,  in  six  drachms  of  water.  If  the  sores 
are  very  indolent  they  may  be  dressed  with  an  ointment  of  two 
drachms  of  Peruvian  balsam  to  an  ounce  of  spermaceti  ointment, 
while  their  edges  may  require  daily  touching  with  the  solid  nitrate 
of  silver.  These  measures,  however,  are  to  be  continued  onlj^  so 
long  as  the  state  of  the  procident  parts  absolutely  requires  it,  for  the 
sooner  they  can  be  replaced  the  better  it  is  in  all  respects.  Two 
other  conditions  require  caution  in  the  endeavor  to  replace  the 
womb,  or  delay  in  attempting  it.  Wlien  the  uterus  has  long  been 
external,  the  intestines,  as  already  explained,  fall  down  out  of  their 
proper  situation  into  the  pelvic  cavity.  They  may  grow  so  habit- 
uated to  their  new  position  that  considerable  discomfort  may  be 
experienced  by  the  patient  Avhen  the  womb  is  replaced.  In  these 
circumstances  it  will  be  advisable  to  return  the  oi-gan  for  a  short 
period  only  every  day,  so  as  by  degrees  to  accustom  the  parts  to  the 
disturbance  of  what  has  now  l)ecomc,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  almost 
their  natural  position.  The  discomfort,  however,  that  the  patient 
experiences,  may  be  further  due  to  the  circumstance  that  adhesion 
has  taken  phice  Ijctween  the  intestines  themselves,  or  between  thorn 
and  the  margins  of  the  sac  of  the  j)rolapsus,  thus  otlering  a  posi- 
tive mechanical  im])cdimcnt  to  the  rcphiccment  of  the  woinh,  and 
calling  lor  nnK^h  care  on  our  part,  since  not  disconilort  only,  but 
dangerous  peritonitis,  may  result  from  too  forcible  ctlbrts  to  return 
the  womb,  or  wlieii   replaced,  to  keep  it  constantly  within   the 
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pelvis.  In  all  cases,  too,  of  very  large  prolapsus,  in  which  the 
intestines  have  descended  into  the  sac,  much  caution  is  necessary 
in  any  attempt  at  replacing  the  womb.  If  there  be  much  tender- 
ness of  the  mass,  it  may  be  expedient  to  apply  leeches  to  it,  and 
to  keep  fomentations  or  water-dressing  upon  it  for  many  days. 
But  even  in  the  absence  of  any  such  sj^mptom  it  is  yet  expedient, 
unless  the  mass  is  returned  with  great  facility,  to  content  ourselves 
for  a  time  with  raising  the  uterus  by  means  of  a  pad,  and  apply- 
ing a  T  bandage  to  prevent  its  further  descent ;  for  if  by  gentle 
means  we  can  gradually  diminish  the  prolapsus,  we  may  hope  in 
the  course  of  time  safely  to  remove  it  altogether.  By  an  opposite 
course  of  proceeding,  so  much  violence  will  almost  invariably  be 
done  to  the  intestines  as  to  excite  their  inflammation ;  and  I  have 
seen  death  on  one  occasion  result  from  this  want  of  precaution, 
while  in  another  instance,  though  no  excessive  violence  was  used 
in  replacing  the  organ,  peritonitis  supervened,  from  which,  how- 
ever, the  patient  happily  recovered. 

The  various  contrivances  for  the  relief  of  prolapsus  of  the  uterus 
or  vagina  which  we  have  hitherto  examined,  are  confessedly  merely 
palliative  measures ;  bringing  about  a  cure,  indeed,  in  many  in- 
stances, but  doing  so  indirectly  by  preventing  any  increase  of  the 
displacements,  and  thus  giving  time  and  opportunity  for  nature 
gradually  to  remove  them.  In  the  slighter  degrees,  and  in  com- 
paratively recent  cases  of  prolapsus,  these  means  seldom  fail  to 
accomplish  much  good ;  but  there  is  an  uncertainty  about  their 
results  when  the  accident  is  of  long  standing,  or  very  considerable, 
which  has  led  not  unnaturally  to  the  endeavor  more  speedily  and 
more  surely  to  accomplish  a  cure. 

J^Tumerous  operations  have  therefore  been  devised,  having  in 
view  either  the  diminution  of  the  orifice  of  the  vulva,  and  the  con- 
sequent prevention  of  external  prolapsus,  or  the  contraction  of  the 
vagina  itself,  and  thereby  the  removal  of  one  of  the  chief  causes 
on  which  the  prolapsus  depends.  There  can,  probably,  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  performing 
an  operation  in  some  of  these  cases.  In  those,  for  instance,  where 
extensive  laceration  of  the  perineum  has  been  followed  by  pro- 
lapsus of  the  vagina  or  rectum,  and  by  consequent  descent  of  the 
uterus,  it  is  obvious  that  all  mechanical  contrivances  for  keeping 
the  womb  in  place  will  accomplish  but  little  in  'comparison  with 
what  we  may  hope  to  do  by  restoring  the  perineum,  giving  to  the 
vagina  onccmore  its  proper  support,  and  bringing  the  parts  again 
into  their  natural  condition.  Between  this,  however,  and  the  arti- 
ficial contraction  of  the  orifice  of  the  vulva  there  is  a  very  wide 
difference.  The  restoration  of  the  natural  perineum  gives  back  to 
the  pelvic  organs  the  support  of  which  accident  had  deprived  them, 
and  is  thus  essentially  a  curative  measure;  the  partial  obliteration 
of  the  vulva  does  no  more  than  mechanically  to  close  the  opening 
through  which  the  prolapsed  organs  had  escaped  from  the  pelvic 
cavity ;  while  it  leaves  all  the  other  evils  of  the  accident  unmiti- 
gated, and  even  less  amenable  to  palliative  measures,  and  to  such 
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aid  as  mechanical  contrivance  can  afford,  tlian  they  were  before. 
In  spite  of  these  obvions  drawbacks,  however,  the  difficulties  at- 
tendant on  the  application  of  pessaries  and  other  mechanical  sup- 
ports, the  discomforts  inseparable  from  their  employment,  and 
their  insufficiency,  in  some  instances  at  least,  to  answer  even  that 
limited  purpose  which  alone  they  can  fulfil,  led  to  the  suggestion 
by  Mende^  of  one  operation,  and  to  the  performance  by  Fricke^ 
of  a  somewhat  different  one,  with  the  object  of  retaining  the  uterus 
within  the  vagina.  Mende's  operation,  which  was  intended  to  re- 
tain the  womb  by  forming  an  artificial  hymen,  was  never  practised, 
but  the  attention  which  has  been  excited  in  this  country  by  the 
performance  of  an  operation  identical  in  principle  to  that  of  Fricke 
renders  it  desirable  to  enter  somewhat  more  into  detail  concern- 
ing it  than  would  otherwise  be  expedient. 

Fricke's  operation  consists  in  the  removal  from  the  edge  of  each 
labium  of  a  portion  of  its  substance  of  two  fingers'  breadth ;  the 
incisions  being  begun  about  an  inch  below  the  superior  commis- 
sure on  either  side,  and  uniting  in  an  arched  form  half  an  inch 
behind  the  frenulum;  in  doing  which  a  special  caution  is  given 
not  to  be  too  sparing  of  integument.  The  hemorrhage  having 
ceased,  the  edges  are  united  by  sutures,  of  which  ten  or  twelve 
are  sometimes  necessary,  and  the  operation  is  completed.  The 
union  thus  obtained  was  incomplete  in  many  instances,  but  even 
then  a  sort  of  bridge  of  integument  was  formed  which  it  was  be- 
lieved by  M.  Fricke  would  prove  amply  sufficient  to  retain  the 
uterus  in  its  place.  The  operation,  too,  was  speedily  adopted  by 
others,  and  Dieffenbach  lent  the  great  weight  of  his  reputation  in 
its  support.  But  nevertheless,  "though  the  proceeding  had  ap- 
parently taken  firm  root  in  surgical  practice,  and  though  it  had 
been  most  carefully  performed  by  dexterous  hands,  the  lapse  of 
time  sufficed  to  moderate  the  highflown  expectations  which  had 
been  entertained  concerning  it,  and  a  calm  judgment  succeeded, 
which  we,"  says  Professor  Kilian,  "after  having  performed  the 
operation  five  times,  pronounce  without  the  least  hesitation.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  established, — 1st,  That  the  operation  in  some, 
though  very  rare  cases,  is  of  permanent  service.  2d,  That  in  not 
a  few  other  cases  it  is  likewise  of  temporary  utility,  sufficing  to  re- 
tain the  womb  for  some  weeks,  possibly  even  for  some  months, 
but  allowing  of  the  eventual  return  of  the  procidentia  as  the  orifice 
of  the  vagina  gradually  dilates;  and  Sd,  that  very  often  it  either 
fails  completely,  or  its  success  is  extremely  imperfect. '  In  the  face 
of  these  evils,  Fricke's  proceeding  was  unable  to  maintain  itself 

1  Die  OeHchlechtskrankhrJien  dcs  Wr.ihes,  Gijttingon,  1834,  vol.  ii,  p.  61. 

2  Avmilr.n,  etc,  vol.  ii,  1883,  p.  142  :  wlu'iico  ii  minuto  ftccouiil  of  tlio  opiM'ntion 
is  oxtructcfl  in  Kilinn's  Operail.o7i.slr.fire,  2cl  od.,  vol.  iii,  1851,  p.  !)5 ;  and  in  South's 
edition  of  Chelius,  vol.  ii,  p.  114.  Tho  diito  of  tho  iippoanvnon  of  Mr.  Sontii's  work 
wu.s  1817  ;  tliiitof  Mr.  TJrown'.';  work  on  Diir.rtsrKof  Watnen,  in  wliicli  for  otlior  pwr- 
posf'S,  Soiitli's  C/iefiNf<\H  rcfrrrrd  to,  is  ]8r)4  ;  but.  by  a  sinj^nlur  accidoni,  all  tho 
dotail.'f  whicli  .Mr.  Sr)uth'8  Chdliis  v.oniuinsi,  witli  rcforonco  to  operations  for  prolap- 
sus uteri,  fi(M;rns  to  have  escaped  Mr.  Brown's  notice.  See  his  letter  in  the  Medical 
Times,  April  11,  1857. 
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in  practice,  and  the  various  attempts  made  to  improve  and  to 
modify  it  have  proved  altogether  unsuccessfuL"^ 

]!^earfy  simultaneousfy  with  the  abandonment  of  this  operation 
on  the  continent,  an  unconscious  modification  of  it  was  introduced 
into  this  country  by  Mr.  Baker  Brown,  in  which  the  general  in- 
tegument is  left  untouched,  the  mucous  membrane  only  being 
removed  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  labia  from  a  point  on  a  level 
with  the  urethra,  and  from  the  posterior  surface  of  the  vagina,  and 
the  parts  being  then  brought  together  by  sutures,  the  orifice  of 
the  vagina  is  thus  contracted,  and  the  perineum  elongated.  This 
proceeding  is  certainly  much  less  severe  than  that  adopted  by 
Fricke,  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  contract  the  orifice  of  the 
vulva  to  a  much  less  extent  than  the  other  operation  by  which  the 
integument  is  so  freely  removed.  When,  therefore,  we  find 
Fricke's  operation,  even  as  modified  by  Malgaigne,  who  carried 
his  incisions  much  deeper,  and  removed  a  considerable  extent  of 
mucous  membrane  at  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  in  order  to  include 
a  still  larger  surface  in  the  suture,  abandoned  on  account  of  its 
not  being  followed  by  permanent  success,  we  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  on  the  alleged  successful  result  of  almost  every 
one  of  fifty  cases  in  which  the  modified  operation  was  performed 
by  one  surgeon.^ 

Frequent  as  is  procidentia  of  the  uterus  among  the  poor,  cases 
in  which  the  condition  proves  rebellious  to  rest  and  well-contrived 
mechanical  support,  are,  I  believe,  of  very  rare  occurrence.  It  is 
suprising  how  much  the  size  of  the  procident  womb  is  reduced 
after  its  return  within  the  vagina  by  a  month's  rest  in  bed,  how 
completely  along-standing  ulceration  of  its  orifice  heals,  and  how 
efi'ectually  the  organ  is  retained  afterwards  within  the  pelvis  by  a 
bandage.  If  in  the  majority  of  these  cases  an  operation  were  per- 
formed, a  similar  result  would  doubtless  be  obtained;  the  month's 
compulsory  rest  in  bed  would  be  followed  by  the  same  diminution 
in  the  size  of  the  uterus,  and  the  elongated  perineum  would  answer 
for  a  time  at  least  the  same  purpose  as  the  perineal  pad  of  an 
ordinary  bandage ;  while  by  slow  degrees  the  ligaments  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other  might  regain  some  measure  of  power,  and  the 
womb  might  cease  to  fall  down  externally.  If,  however,  the  opera- 
tion be  limited  to  cases  of  special  gravity,  and  to  such  I  apprehend 
it  ought  to  be  confined,  I  doubt  whether  any  higher  commenda- 
tion can  be  bestowed  on  it  than  is  contained  in  the  Hippocratie 
axiom,  which  pronounces  a  "doubtful  remedy  to  be  better  than 
none  at  all."     In  the  only  case  of  mine  in  which,  the  perineum 

1  Kilian,  op.  cU.,  p.  99. 

2  Medical  Times,  JSrovember  21,  1857.  The  value  of^the  statement  is  illustrated 
by  the  fact,  that  of  forty-one  cases  reported  in  the  2d  edition  of  Mr.  Brown's  work 
on  Diseases  of  Women,  pp.  101-111,  while  one  only  is  an  admitted  failure,  and  one 
allowed  to  be  an  incomplete  success,  there  are  but  three  of  the  remainder  concern- 
ing which  any  information  is  given  after  the  discharge  of  the  patient  from  the 
hospital.  The  permanence  of  the  cure  is  the  test  of  the  value  of  the  operation,' 
towards  establishing  that,  these  thirty-six  cases  are  absolutely  worthless. 
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being  intact,  the  operation  seemed  requisite,  it  failed  completely 
to  retain  the  womb,  and  within  two  mouths  from  the  patient's 
leaving  the  hospital  the  procidentia  was  as  bad  as  ever.  The 
patient  was  a  young  unmarried  woman,  twenty-six  years  old, 
.whose  spine  was  much  distorted  by  lateral  curvature,  and  to 
whom,  on  that  account,  no  bandage  could  be  adapted.  Mr. 
Paget  performed  Fricke's  operation ;  the  union  of  the  parts  was 
complete,  and  the  elongation  of  the  perineum  was  carried  further 
than  would  have  been  expedient  had  the  woman  been  married. 
The  cicatrix  yielded  to  the  pressure  from  above ;  for  a  time  the 
uterus  distended  the  new  perineum,  then  bit  by  bit  it  dilated  the 
orifice  of  the  vulva,  till  at  length  it  projected  externally  as  it  had 
done  before. 

A  verdict  not  more  favorable  must  be  pronounced  on  a  kindred 
though  somewhat  different  operation,  which  has  sometimes  been 
practised  either  in  addition  to  that  for  narrowing  the  vulva,  or 
independently  of  it,  and  which  consists  in  the  endeavor  to  contract 
the  vaginal  canal,  either  by  the  removal  of  strips  of  its  mucous 
membrane,  or  by  the  employment  of  the  actual  cauter}-,  or  of 
strong  caustics,  so  as  to  produce  cicatrices  in  its  walls,  and  conse- 
quent shrinking  of  its  calibre,  or  by  the  insertion  o-f  sutures  in  its 
tissue  in  a  peculiar  manner,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  same 
result.  The  first  of  these  proceedings,  suggested  by  a  French  sur- 
geon, M.  Gerarclin,  but  actually  performed  thirteen  years  after- 
wards by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and  modified  by  Professor  Dieften- 
bach,  of  Berlin,  has  been  practised  more  frequently  than  the  other 
operations,  and  with  considerable  temporarj^  success.  The  actual 
cautery  employed  by  M.  Laugier,  and  afterwards  b}^  Dr.  Kennedy, 
of  Dublin,  and  the  use  of  the  strong  nitric  acid  resorted  to  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Phillips,  have  proved  less  successful ;  while  Bellini's 
operation  bj' means  of  the  suture  is  difficult,  complicated,  and  has 
therefore  been  abandoned.  The  objection,  and,  to  my- mind,  the 
fatal  objection,  to  these  as  to  the  other  surgical  proceedings  for 
the  cure  of  prolapsus  uteri,  is  furnished  not  merely  by  the  imper- 
fect nature  of  the  cure  which  they  accomplish,  and  the  new  dis- 
comforts and  inconveniences  which  they  substitute  for  those  before 
experienced,  but  still  more  b}''  the  want  of  permanence  in  their 
result,  even  when  their  issue  is  most  fortunate,  and  this  objection 
seems  to  me  all  the  more  serious  since  failure  in  this  respect 
appears  to  be  the  rule,  success  the  rare  exception.^    I  think,  too, 

'  Professor  Scanzoni,  in  a  note  at  vol.  i,  p.  205,  of  the  fourth  edition  of  Kiwiscli's 
work  on  Diseases  of  ]Vcmien,o.nd  at  p.  124  of  his  own  Lrhrhuch  dcr  KniiiA/iri/cn  </cr 
weililicJien  Sexualovfinnr.,  8vo.,  Wien,  18;')?,  makes  sonid  remarks  on  tiiis  subject, 
based  on  iiis  own  exp('ri(;nce  at  Praijue,  wliieli  amply  l)ear  out  the;  stateiiicnls  in 
the  text,  and  eorroborate  the  verdict  that  1  iiave  (piotcd  from  Professor  Kilian. 
He  says  tiiat  of  five  cases  in  wlii<'li  tlie  orifices  of  tll(^  vulva  was  contracted  hy  o])cra- 
tion,  all  were  unsuccessful,  cillKsr  failim;  from  the  iirst  to  retain  the  womb,  or  the 
nowly-formt'd  perineum  stretciiin;;?  by  dc^iijrees  till  at  lenf^th  the  orilleeof  the  vulva 
widenc^d  so  as  to  allow  the  womb  to  jirotrude  just  as  it  had  done  before  tlie  opi-ra- 
tion  was  undertaken.  The;  result  of  thirteen  cases,  in  which  it  was  endeavored  to 
produce  contraction  of  the  vagina,  was  still  more  unsatisfactory,  since  in  every  one 
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that  if  we  cousider  the  circumstances  in  which  prolapsus  either  of 
the  uterus,  rectum,  or  bladder  takes  place,  we  can  scarcely  expect 
that  the  result  of  the  operation  should  be  other  than  temporary ; 
that  the  cicatrix  tissues  should  yield  to  the  pressure  from  above, 
and  that  all  their  other  causes  remaining  unremoved,  misplace- 
ment of  the  organs  should  in  most  instances  recur. 

The  operations  already  referred  to  seemed  to  deserve  rejection 
rather  on  account  of  their  inadequacy  to  effect  a  permanent  cure 
of  the  evils  for  the  removal  of  which  they  have  been  suggested, 
than  on  account  of  great  difficulties  or  great  danger  in  their  per- 
formance. The  removal  of  a  large  portion  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  however,  as  recommended  by  M.  Huguier,  merits  condem- 
nation on  different  and  more  serious  grounds.  The  excision  of  the 
portio  vaginalis  of  the  uterus,  which  M.  Huguier  employs  in  some 
cases  of  descent  of  the  organ,  is  an  operation,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  by  no  means  free  from  danger,  and  additional  experience 
does  but  confirm  surgeons  in  their  view  of  it,  as  a  proceeding  not  to 
be  lightly  had  recourse  to.^  M.  Huguier's  special  operation,  how- 
ever adapted,  as  he  believes,  to  cases  of  elongation  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb  above  its  connection  with  the  vagina,  is  of  a  far  more  for- 
midable kind,  and  "  consists  in  taking  away,  together  with  the 
upper  extremity  of  the  vagina,  the  whole  length  of  the  neck,  and, 
if  necessary,  the  lower  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  removing  it 
by  an  incision  slanting  from  without  inwards,  after  having  pre- 
viously detached  the  bladder  from  the  part  to  be  excised."^  This 
statement  of  the  nature  of  the  operation  loses  nothing  of  its  for- 
midable character  if  one  reads  the  details  of  its  mode  of  perform- 
ance, or  looks  at  the  illustrative  plates,  or  considers  the  very  need- 
ful cautions  given  by  M.  Huguier  as  to  the  means  by  which  one 
may  best  avoid  opening  the  peritoneal  pouch  behind  and  the 

the  uterus  -within  a  few  weeks  protruded  as  much  as  ever.  It  is  almost  superfluous 
to  add  anything  further  in  condemnation-of  proceedings  which  are  falling  into  dis- 
use hy  their  own  inutility.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  adding  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Gustav  Simon,  of  Darmstadt,  no  mean  authority  in  all  questions  of  this  kind. 
Monatschr.  f.  Geburtsk,  1859,  vol.  xiii.  p.  284.  After  relating  an  unsuccessful  case 
on  which  he  himself  operated,  he  adds  that  he  has  frequently  watched  its  perform- 
ance by  other  surgeons,  and  believes  a  permmient  cure  of  prolapsus  to  be  very  rarely 
brought  about.  "  These  slender  results  of  episiorraphy,"  says  he,  "an  operation 
which  moreover  is  not  unattended  by  danger,  led  to  other  means  being  devised  for 
the  relief  of  prolapsus.  Recently,  indeed,  such  well-contrived  pessaries  have  been 
invented  (those  of  Rosen  and  Scanzoni,  of  Zwanck  and  Eulenberg)  that  it  can  very 
seldom  happen  for  a  case  to  occur  in  which  the  far  more  uncertain  and  more  hazard- 
ous operation  is  indicated.  In  not  a  single  one  indeed  of  the  rather  numerous  in- 
stances of  uterine  prolapse  which  have  come  under  my  care,  since  the  performance 
of  the  operation  which  I  have  related,  have  I  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  episi- 
orraphy, for  in  every  one  suitable  pessaries,  generally  that  of  Zwanck,  retained  the 
prolapsus  just  as  well  as  the  most  successful  operation  could  have  done."  I  may 
add,  that  during  the  last  three  years  of  my  connection  with  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  I  did  not  meet  with  a  single  case  of  prolapsus  -which  a  Zwanck's  pessary 
failed  to  retain. 

1  See  some  recent  cases  referred  to  in  the  discussion  on  M.  Huguier's  paper,  by 
M.  Depaul,  Bulletin  de  VAcademie,  vol.  xxiv,  p.  682. 

2  Op.  cit.  p.  150. 
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bladder  in  front,  while  the  hemorrhage,  always  profuse,  can 
scarcely  fail  in  some  instances,  to  endanger  life. 

Moreover,  the  very  conditions  in  which  the  need  of  relief  is  most 
urgent,  are  those  which,  according  to  M.  Huguier,  forbid  the  per- 
formance of  the  operation,  inasmuch  as  he  says,  that  "a  capacious 
pelvis  and  a  large  opening  of  the  vulva,  more  or  less  laceration  of 
the  perineum,  and  considerable  relaxation  of  the  soft  parts  at  the 
pelvic  :^oor,  absolutely  contraindicate  it."^  I  would  confidently 
ask,  how  many  are  the  patients  suffering  seriously  from  the  symp- 
toms of  uterine  prolapse,  in  whom  some  one  or  more  of  these 
conditions  are  not  present,  and  in  what  persons  but  those  whose 
sufferings  are  most  severe,  should  we  be  justified  in  setting  their 
life  upon  the  cast  by  the  performance  of  an  operation  which  rests 
on  a  false  hypothesis,  which  is  not  proved  to  be  permanent  in  its 
results  in  many  of  the  cases  where  it  has  been  performed,  and 
which  can  be  but  moderately  perilous  only  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  may  be  possessed  of  the  exceptional  dexterity  of  M.  Huguier?^ 

The  annals  of  medicine  contain  the  history  of  some  few  extra- 
ordinary cases  in  which  the  uterus,  having  long  been  procident, 
being  quite  irreducible,  and  having  been  attacked  by  inflammation 
which  terminated  in  gangrene,  has  been  removed  with  no  ill  eflect 
by  means  of  the  ligature  and  knife.  I  have  no  personal  experience 
of  such  cases,  though  a  patient  was  once  sent  to  me  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital  to  have  the  procident  uterus  extirpated.  The 
procidentia,  however,  was  not  irreducible  ;  the  uterus  was  not  the 
seat  of  any  dangerous  inflammation,  and  the  woman  within  the 
previous  year  had  given  birth  to  a  child.  I  need  not  say  that  the 
operation  was  not  performed,  but  the  womb,  being  replaced  within 
the  peFvis,  was  retained  there  by  means  of  an  Ashburner's  band- 
age, and  the  patient  was  sent  back  to  the  country  in  a  state  of 
comparative  comfort. 

1  do  not  know,  however,  but  that  instances  may  occur  justify- 
ing this  proceeding,  and  further,  would  remind  you  that  the  womb, 
when  long  misplaced,  loses  much  of  that  sensibility  which  char- 
acterizes it  when  in  its  natural  position.  The  inverted  womb  has 
on  many  occasions  been  safely  removed  by  ligature,  and  one  of 
the  few  instances  of  successful  extirpation  of  the  cancerous  uterus 
was  that  recorded  by  the  younger  Langcnbeck,  in  which  his  lather 
performed  the  operation  on  a  womb  that  for  years  had  been  proci- 
dent beyond  the  external  parts.^ 

There  would  be  two  great  risks  to  be  avoided  in  such  a  proceed- 
ing: the  one  would  be  that  of  opening  the  peritoneum,  the  other 
that  of  wounding  the  bladder,  which  viscus  in  almost  all  cases  of 

J  Ihul.,  p.  106. 

2  Tli(!  criticisms  of  M.  Dopnnl  in  tlin  discussion  at  tho  Acadoinj'^  of  MrdicinG, 
thoHf!  already  referred  to  ]>y  Scanzoni  in  vol.  iv  of  his  JirUriif/r.  on  this  and  tho 
analof^oiiH  operation  of  Professor  Braiin,  of  Vienna,  and  in  tiio  3d  edition  of  liis 
Lf;/irhiir/i,  juihlislied  in  180:5,  pp.  I'i'.i-lil,  may  bo  consulted  by  any  one  who  is 
dcHirouH  to  jiursue  this  sul)j(;ct  further. 

"  De  toiiuii  uteH  exiirjiaiione,  uuctoro  M.  Liingenlieclv,  41(1.,  Ciittingie,  1842. 
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considerable  or  long-standing  prolapse,  descends  far  down  in  tlie 
front  of  tlie  tumor,  and  without  much  care  would  be  very  likely 
to  be  injured; 


LECTURE  XL 

MISPLACEMENTS  OE  THE  UTEKUS. 

Versions  and  Elexions  of  the  Uterus. 

Ketroversion  of  the  "Womb ;  knowledge  of  its  existence  in  unimpregnated  state 
comi^aratively  recent.  Its  causes,  and  mode  of  its  occurrence.  Illustrative 
cases. 

Anteversion  often  confounded  with  anteflexion. 

Flexions  of  Uterus — probably  more  frequent  than  misplacements  of  whole 
organ — always  take  place  at  one  point,  and  why ;  comparative  frequency  of 
ante  and  retroflexion.  Absence  of  disposition  to  spontaneous  cure;  existence 
of  adhesions  and  of  atrophy  of  uterine  wall.  Influence  of  flexions  on  uterus 
in  other  respects,  hypertrophy  of  womb;  constriction  of  internal  os,  &c. 

Obliquity  from  congenital  malformation. 

"When  speaking  about  prolapsus  uteri,  I  explained  to  you  how 
it  occurs  that  descent  of  the  womb  is  always  associated  with  a  dis- 
position to  retroversion  of  the  organ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  a  fall- 
ing back  of  its  fundus  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  Such  minor 
degrees  of  retroversion,  however,  are  of  comparatively  trivial  im- 
portance, and  whatever  symptoms  they  may  occasion  are  entirely 
lost  in  the  general  consequences  of  the  downward  displacement 
of  the  womb. 

Cases,  however,  especially  of  late  years,  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  practitioners,  in  which,  though  the  womb  may  be  some- 
what lower  than  natural,  yet  it  is  not  only,  nor  even  principally,  to 
this  displacement  that  the  patient's  symptoms  are  due,  but  rather 
to  a  falling  of  the  fundus  uteri  downwards  and  backwards  into  the 
hollow  of  the  sacrum,  accompanied  with  a  corresponding  elevation 
of  its  cervix,  which  is  directed  upwards  and  forwards  against  the 
symphysis.  To  Dr.  William  Hunter  we  owe,  if  not  the  first  men- 
tion, at  least  the  first  clear  description  of  this  retroversion  of  the 
womb  as  an  accident  liable  to  happen  in  the  early  months  of  preg- 
nancy;  and  since  his  time  no  treatise  on  midwifery  has  failed  to 
mention  its  occurrence,  and  to  delineate  its  symptoms  in  colors 
even  darker  than  are  always  needful. 

Eut  though  it  would  seem  natural  to  anticipate  that  this  acci- 
dent should  not  always  be  limited  to  the  pregnant  state,  but  might 
also  sometimes  happen  in  any  other  circumstances  which  rendered 
the  womb  heavier  than  natural,  and  its  supports  more  lax,  yet  it 
was  long  before  this  was  recognized  as  a  general  fact,  and  the  f&w 
instances  of  the  displacement  which  were  from  time  to  time  re- 
corded by  continental  writers  were  regarded  as  rare  and  excep- 
tional occurrences.  The  minute  detail  of  four  cases  of  this  mis- 
placement of  the  unimpregnated  womb,  by  Professor  Osiander,  of 
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Gottiiigen,  in  tlie  year  1808,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation, 
did  much  towards  directing  attention  to  the  subject.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  some  years  later  that  the  puhlication  of  the  essays  of 
Professor  Schweighauser,^  of  Strasburg,  and  of  Professor  Schmitt, 
of  Vienna,^  fully  established  the  frequency  of  the  accident,  and 
furnished  a  description  of  its  symptoms  so  minutely  accurate  as  to 
have  left  little  room  for  the  additions  of  subsequent  observers. 

The  researches  of  these  German  writers  attracted  but  little  atten- 
tion out  of  their  own  country;  and  retroversion  of  the  womb,  as 
well  as  the  opposite  condition  of  its  anteversion,  were  regarded 
by  medical  writers,  both  in  France^  and  England,  as  ailments  ex- 
tremely unusual  in  the  unimpreguated  condition  of  the  womb. 
In  the  year  1848,  however,  a  paper  was  published  in  the  Dublin 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  by  Professor  Simpson  of  Edinburgh, 
on  retroversion  and  other  misplacements  of  the  unimpreguated 
womb — accidents  to  which  he  had  already  drawn  attention  five 
years  before  at  a  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Societ}^  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  since  that  time  the  danger  has  been  lest  the  im- 
portance and  frequency  of  these  conditions  should  be  overrated, 
rather  than  lest  they  should  be  underestimated.^ 

One  of  the  results  of  close  attention  being  directed  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  womb  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  has  been  to  show  that  the 
organ  is  liable  in  this  respect  to  very  great  varieties  ;  that  not 
only  may  its  fundus  fall  backwards  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
or  forwards  against  the  symphysis  pubis,  but  that  it  may  also  in- 
cline towards  either  side  ;  and  that  moreover  its  body  is  liable  to 
be  bent  upon  the  cervix,  constituting  a  new  class  of  misplacements 
called  flexions.  There  seems  also  to  be  reason  for  believing  that 
the  difi'erent  varieties  of  flexions  of  the  womb,  as  its  retroflexion 
and  anteflexion,  are  of  more  frequent  occurrence  than  the  corre- 
sponding alterations  in  position  of  the  whole  of  the  organ  which 
are  known  as  retroversion  and  anteversion. 

Fewer  difficulties  present  themselves  in  the  way  of  understand- 
ing the  mode  of  occurrence  of  retroversion  than  of  the  other  above- 
mentioned  misplacements  of  the  womb.  It  has  already  been  seen 
that  the  tendency  of  the  womb,  when  at  all  enlarged,  is  not  only 
to  sink  below  its  natural  position  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  but  at  the 
same  time  to  fall  with  its  fundus  backwards  towards  the  hollow 

1  Schwoighiiiiser,  Aufsdtze  uher  einirje  Oegenfiilinde  der  Gehurtshiilfe,  8vo.,  Niirn- 
Ijcrg,  1817,  cap.  xxviii,  p.  251;  and  Das  Gebaren  nach  dcr  beohachtctcn  Kaiur, 
Strasburg,  1825,  8vo.,  p.  234. 

2  Beinrrlcimyen  iiber  Zuriickheugung  dcr  Oebarmutter  hei  Nichisch%oangcre7i,  Bvo., 
Wion,  1820. 

*  From  this  statement,  however,  it  is  only  just  to  except  the  name  of  M.  Vcl|K^nii, 
who  was  led  by  his  own  observation  long  since  to  appreciate  tiie  IVoquency  and 
importance  of  flexions  of  tiie  uterus,  and  to  devise  means  for  tlicir  euro.  Bee  j).  1-1 
of  u  Sinai!  tract  of  his,  MnlnHie.i  de  L' U/.erus,  8vo.,  Paris,  1851. 

*  Opinions  at  variance  witli  lliose  of  Dr.  Simpson  wen-  liowever  expressed  by 
several  writers,  as,  for  instance,  by  Dr.  IJiwinctt,  Dr.  Oldliam,  and  Dr.  Matthews 
Duncan,  of  Kdinbnrgh,  who,  though  difl'rriiig  fnim  each  other  in  some  resjiects, 
yet  all  formed  u  low  cstinuitc!  of  the  importance  of  mer(!  versions  or  flexions  of  tho 
uterus,  and  dissented  from  the  emiiloyment  of  mechanical  means  for  their  removal. 
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of  tlie  sacrum,  in  consequence  of  the  utero-sacral  ligaments  con- 
fining it  more  closely  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis  than  do 
the  utero-vesical  ligaments  to  the  anterior  pelvic  wall.  Moreover, 
enlargement  of  the  womb,  whether  from  the  presence  of  fibrous 
tumor,  or  dependent  on  simple  congestion  and  consequent  hyper- 
trophy of  the  organ,  or  resulting  from  its  imperfect  involution 
after  delivery  or  miscarriage,  is  almost  always  much  more  con- 
siderable at  its  posterior  than  at  its  anterior  wall,  and  the  womb 
in  consequence  naturally  falls  towards  that  side  which  is  the 
heavier.  The  ordinary  distension  of  the  bladder,  too,  necessarily 
tends  to  throw  the  uterus  into  the  posterior  half  of  the  pelvis ; 
and  if  the  utero-vesical  ligaments  be  at  all  yielding,  as  they  must 
be  in  cases  where  some  degree  of  prolapsus  exists,  the  same  cause 
must  also  dispose  the  fundus  of  the  organ  to  fall  backwards ;  while 
the  inclination  to  the  malposition  will  be  increased  by  a  loaded 
state  of  the  bowels  such  as  exists  habitually  in  many  persons. 

"When  favoring  causes  such  as  have  been  just  referred  to  coin- 
cide, retroversion  of  the  womb  may  take  place  either  gradually, 
or  as  the  result  of  some  sudden  accident  which  violently  increases 
the  uterine  misplacement,  and  throws  the  fundus  of  the  organ 
downwards  and  backwards  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  It  is 
thus  suddenly  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  retroversion  of  the 
pregnant  womb  takes  place — an  accident,  the  comparative  rarity 
of  which  is,  I  apprehend,  to  be  accounted  for  mainly  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  not  only  does  its  physiological  enlargement  equally 
extend  to  the  whole  of  the  organ,  but  also  that  the  size  and  strength 
of  its  ligaments  increase  with  the  added  weight  which  they  have  to 
bear.  But  while,  owing  to  this  wise  provision,  the  pregnant  womb 
rises  gradually  and  safely  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  the  hypertro- 
phied  organ,  or  that  whose  involution  is  imperfect,  or  in  whose 
substance  tumors  are  developed,  being  destitute  of  such  duly  in- 
creased supports,  sinks  down  far  lower  than  natural  in  the  pelvis. 

The  sudden  efifort  and  consequent  violent  misplacement  which 
we  generally  find  to  constitute  the  history  of  retroversion  of  the 
enlarged  and  pregnant  womb,  are  sometimes  equally  marked  in 
the  case  of  the  non-gravid  uterus,  showing  that  the  mode  of  oc- 
currence of  the  accident  is  identical  in  both  instances.  Thus,  a 
woman  aged  thirty,  whose  second  and  last  labor  had  taken  place 
sixteen  months  before,  while  reaching  over  the  fire  to  remove  a 
heavy  tea-kettle,  was  suddenly  seized  by  violent  pain  referred  to 
the  back  and  the  umbilicus,  and  became  for  a  time  unable  to  pass 
her  urine,  and  though  she  afterwards  voided  it,  yet  it  was  with 
pain  and  difficulty,  and  defecation  also  was  attended  by  pain.  On 
examination  per  vaginam  the  finger  canae  in  contact  with  a  firm, 
but  slightly  elastic,  globular  tumor,  which  felt  about  half  the  size 
of  an  orange,  and  occupied  the  posterior  half-of  the  pelvis,  having 
driven  before  it  the  posterior  vaginal  wall,  while  the  rectum  could 
be  traced  passing  behind  it.  The  situation  of  this  tumor  was  not 
exactly  in  the  mesial  line,  but  it  occupied  rather  more  of  the  right 
than  of  the  left  half  of  the  pelvis,  while  the  os  uteri  was  situated 

11 
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higli  up,  immediately  behind  tlie  symphysis  pubis,  but  a  little  to 
the  left  of  the  mesial  line.  I  may  remark,  in  passing,  that  to  this 
slight  obliquity  of  the  retroverted  uterus  it  is  due  that  the  urethra 
and  neck  of  the  bladder  not  infrequently  escape  that  pressure 
which  would  otherwise  be  unavoidable ;  and  thus  it  happens  that 
difficulty  of  micturition  is,  in  many  instances  even  of  retroversion 
during  pregnancy,  b}^  no  means  so  prominent  a  symptom  as  the 
statements  in  most  systematic  treatises  on  the  diseases  of  women 
might  lead  one  to  expect.  There  was,  besides,  in  the  left  iliac 
region,  a  firm  slightly  movable  tumor,  whose  surface  was  a  little 
irregular,  as  if  nodulated,  and  pressure  upon  it  was  communicated 
to  the  tumor  in  the  pelvis.  Inquiry  ascertaining  that  the  patient's 
bowels  had  long  been  in  a  constipated  condition,  it  was  assumed 
that  while  the  sudden  exertion  had  retroverted  the  uterus,  the 
accumulation  of  f^ces  in  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  and  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  rectum  had  prevented  its  spontaneous  re- 
placement. Enemata  and  purgatives  were  employed,  and  in  the 
course  of  seven  days  the  womb,  which  was  not  much  larger  than 
natural,  had  completely  regained  its  proper  position,  while  a  vague 
sense  of  some  swelling  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis  was  as- 
certained to  be  due  merely  to  the  existence  of  very  great  hyper- 
trophy of  the  walls  of  the  rectum,  a  condition  which  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  in  cases  of  long-standing  habitual  constipation. 

It  is  not  thus  suddenly,  however,  that  retroversion  of  the  unim- 
pregnated  uterus  usually  occurs.  In  the  majority  of  instances  the 
accident  may  be  traced  back  to  labor,  menstruation,  or  miscarriage ; 
to  some  condition,  in  short,  which  combines  considerable  enlarge- 
ment of  the  womb  with  weakening  of  its  supports.  A  patient  was 
received  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  on  account  of  what  was 
alleged  to  be  a  tumor  in  her  womb,  and  sufiering  from  frequent 
hemorrhage,  from  pain  in  the  sacrum  and  hypogastrium,  and  from 
painful  and  difficult  defecation.  All  these  symptoms  dated  from 
a  miscarriage  at  the  third  month,  which  had  occurred  six  weeks 
before.  The  uterus  was  completely  retroverted,  the  os  being  di- 
rected forwards  and  somewhat  upwards,  while  an  elastic,  globular, 
slightly  tender  tumor  occupied  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  The 
uterine  sound  entered  for  five  inches  and  three-quarters,  with  its 
concavity  directed  backwards,  and  on  turning  the  instrument 
round,  the  tumor  completely  disappeared.  Ilest  was  followed  by 
cessation  of  the  hemorrhage,  the  use  of  the  cold  douche  led  to 
some  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  uterus,  though  it  was  still  as 
much  retroverted  as  ever,  when  the  ontl)reak  of  8niall-])ox  in  the 
ward  compelled  the  patient's  discharge  from  the  hos})ital  in  less 
than  three  weeks  after  her  admission. 

Just  two  years  later,  the  patient  came  once  more  under  my 
notice.  She  had  in  the  interval  been  pregnant  several  times,  but 
had  on  each  occasion  miscarried  early,  while,  when  not  pregnant, 
she  had  sufiered  much  fi-om  monorrhagia.  The  uterus  was  no 
longer  ho  enlarged  as  before,  though  of  greater  size  than  mitural, 
but  its  luisplacenient  was  just  as  considerable;  still,  however,  ad- 


RETROVERSION    OP    THE    WOMB.  163 

mitting  of  momeutaiy  removal  by  means  of  the  sound,  but  almost 
immediately  falling  back  into  its  former  position.  If  this  person 
had  not  been  exposed  to  the  risks  of  becoming  pregnant,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  involution  of  her  womb  would  have 
taken  place  much  more  completely ;  though  even  then  the  mis- 
placement would  almost  certainly  have  continued  unrelieved,  and 
accident  might  then  have  discovered  a  small  and  otherwise  healthy 
uterus  completely  retroverted,  with  no  other  clue  to  the  cause  of 
this  occurrence  than  would  have  been  furnished  by  the  history  of 
a  miscarriage,  succeeded  by  long-continued  hemorrhage  some 
years  before. 

The  state  of  the  womb  during  menstruation  is  similar  to  its  con- 
dition after  miscarriage,  and  favors  in  the  same  manner,  though 
of  course  in  a  less  degree,  the  descent  of  the  organ  or  its  retrover- 
sion, while  in  every  form  of  misplacement  of  the  uterus  the  ten- 
dency of  things  is  to  a  deterioration  rather  than  to  an  improvement. 
The  accumulation  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  the  distension  of  the 
rectum  with  fssces,  have  a  disposition  to  aggravate  the  misplace- 
ment, while  the  stretched  ligaments  and  the  lax  vagina  have  no 
power  of  spontaneously  recovering  their  tone,  and  of  thereby  favor- 
ing the  replacement  of  the  womb.  With  the  return  of  each  men- 
strual period,  too,  the  uterus  for  the  time  grows  heavier,  and 
subsides  further  and  still  further  back  in  the  pelvis,  till  at  length 
its  retroversion  becomes  complete.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that 
in  some  at  least  of  the  instances  of  this  and  of  kindred  misplace- 
ments, any  permanent  improvement  is  efiectually  prevented  by 
the  formation  of  adhesions  between  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  and 
the  surface  of  the  adjacent  intestines.  Such  attacks  of  circum- 
scribed peritonitis  as  to  produce  these  consequences  were  first 
noticed  by  Madame  Boivin'  as  a  cause  of  abortion,  and  she  appears, 
indeed,  to  have  exaggerated  both  their  frequency  and  their  import- 
ance. They  are,  nevertheless,  of  considerable  moment,  and  none 
the  less  for  the  circumstance  that  they  are  by  no  means  constantly 
accompanied  by  symptoms  so  severe  as  to  force  themselves  on  the 
patient's  attention.  Their  occurrence,  and  the  consequences  which 
they  leave  behind,  sufficiently  account  for  the  immobility  of  the 
retroverted  uterus  in  some  instances,  for  its  difficult  replacement 
and  immediate  resumption  of  its  malposition  in  others. 

Although  I  have  spoken  first  of  retroversion  of  the  womb,  yet 
the  opposite  state  oi  anteversion  of  the  unimpregnated  organ  earlier 
attracted  attention,  and  was  described  by  Levret^  with  character- 
istic accuracy.  In  this  condition  the  fundus  is  directed  forwards 
against  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes,  and  its  orifice  backwards  into 
the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  How  this  accident  comes  to  happen, 
and  to  happen  even  with  considerable  frequency,  is  certainly  not 
easy  to  understand.     The  very  form  of  the  pelvis,  as  observed  by 

1  Recherches  hut  une  des  causes  les  plus  frequentes,  et  la  nioins  connue  de  V Avorte- 
men^,  8vo.,  Paris,  1822. 

2  "  Sur  un  deplacement  particulier  de  la  matrice,  dont  les  auteurs  n'ont  point 
parle,"  in  Koux,  Journal  de  Medecme,  etc.,  Sept.  1773,  vol.  xl,  p.  269. 
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the  late  Professor  Kiwisch^,^  while  it  favors  the  production  of  retro- 
version, is  opposed  to  any  such  misplacement  as  the  anteversion 
of  the  womb,  while  the  accumulation  of  the  urine  in  the  bladder 
and  of  the  fseces  in  the  rectum,  the  former  taking  place  from  below 
upwards,  the  latter  from  above  downwards,  alike  tend  to  prevent 
and  remove  it.  There  is,  besides,  no  such  pouch  of  peritoneum 
in  front  of  the  uterus  as  exists  behind  it,  allowing  space  for  the 
descent  of  the  fundus  uteri,  and  for  its  residence  in  this  unnatural 
situation.  In  spite,  however,  of  these  conditions,  which  would 
seem  to  oppose  the  occurrence  of  anteversion  of  the  uterus,  it  is 
yet  met  with  in  many  instances,  though  I  believe  less  often  un- 
associated  with  previous  enlargement  of  the  organ  than  the  oppo- 
site state  of  retroversion.  Thus  in  fourteen  out  of  twenty  cases 
of  anteversion  or  anteflexion  of  the  womb  there  was  marked  en- 
largement of  the  organ,  while  the  history  of  the  patients  further 
warranted  the  belief  that  the  misplacement  was  in  these  instances 
secondary  to  other  much  longer  standing  diseases.  Such  I  believe 
to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  misplacement  of  the  womb  in  a 
patient  whom  I  saw  four  years  after  her  delivery,  which  had  been 
succeeded  by  phlegmasia  dolens,  and  sj'mptoms  of  uterine  inflam- 
mation so  severe  as  to  have  confined  her  to  her  bed  for  three  months. 
Such  possibly  was  the  real  history  of  a  woman  who  had  lived  three 
years  in  sterile  marriage,  and  who  was  attacked  suddenly  during 
menstruation,  ten  months  before  I  saw  her,  by  severe  pains  in  the 
abdomen,  followed  by  temporary  cessation  of  the  menses,  by  great 
pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  difiiculty  and  pain  in  micturition,  and 
symptoms  like  those  of  severe  vaginitis,  and  who  had  ever  after 
experienced  attacks  of  violent  paroxysmal  uterine  pain.  Her 
uterus  was  both  hard  and  enlarged,  the  fundus  resting  against 
the  symphysis,  and  the  os  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  Some- 
times, moreover,  one  meets  with  an  increased  degree  of  obliquity 
of  the  womb,  though  short  of  actual  anteversion,  which  appears 
to  be  the  almost  mechanical  result  of  sexual  intercourse.  When 
in  connection  with  this  exaggerated  obliquity  of  the  womb,  there 
has  also  existed  some  congestion  of  the  organ,  such  as  is  not  un- 
usual, particularly  in  sterile  women,  the  misplacement  is  then 
often  associated  with  symptoms  of  uterine  disorder,  which  prob- 
ably are  due  less  to  it  than  to  the  gorged  state  of  the  bloodvessels 
with  which  it  is  associated. 

Still  there  are  instances,  though  of  far  less  frequency  than  those 
above  referred  to,  in  which  tlicre  is  no  evidence  of  previously 
existing  disease,  but  where  the  anteversion  of  the  womb  was 
apparently  a  primary  occurrence.  It  was  so  in  the  remarkable 
case  which  first  drew  the  attention  of  Levref^  to  this  malposition. 
In  this  instance,  the  fundus  of  the  antcverted  womb  was  taken  for 
a  calculus  in  the  bladder,  and  the  patient  died  from  the  eft'ects  of 
lithr)tomy  pcrfbrnied  under  this  erroneous  idea.  In  this  instance, 
it  is  expressly  stated  that  slight  engorgement  of  the  anterior  wall 

'  Op.  cii.,  vol.  i,  p.  235.  *  Loc.  cit.,  p.  209. 
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of  the  uterus,  and  a  somewhat  unusual  shortness  of  the  round 
ligaments,  were  the  only  appreciable  causes  of  its  malposition. 
A  woman,  aged  thirty,  the  mother  of  four  children,  the  last  of 
whom  was  horn  three  years  before  she  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, hiid  ever  since  experienced  some,  though  inconsiderable, 
abdominal  pain.  A  few  days  before  I  saw  her,  however,  while 
turning  a  mangle,  she  felt  a  sudden  pain  over  the  pubes,  which 
extended  over  the  whole  pelvic  region,  and  on  making  an  exami- 
nation, the  uterus  was  found  remarkably  anteverted,  the  os  being 
in  contact  with  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  fundus 
resting  against  the  inner  surface  of  the  symphysis.  It  seems  diffi- 
cult here  to  avoid  connecting  the  symptoms  suddenly  supervening 
during  exertion  with  the  misplacement  of  the  womb.  Still  harder 
does  it  appear  to  me  to  be  able  to  account  for  the  malposition  of 
the  organ  in  an  unmarried  lady,  aged  thirty-four-,  whose  menstrua- 
tion had  been  habitually  scanty,  and  who  had  suffered  for  eight 
months  before  she  came  under  my  care  from  hemorrhoids,  ac- 
companied by  profuse  loss  of  blood.  For  four  months  she  had 
also  experienced  abiding  aching  pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  with 
frequent  and  painful  micturition.  Her  uterus  was  lying  almost 
horizontally  across  the  pelvis,  its  orifice  being  directed  backwards, 
and  to  the  left,  and  this  to  so  great  a  degree  as  to  render  it  almost 
impossible  to  touch  the  small  circular  os,  while  the  fundus  was 
situated  in  the  same  manner  forwards  and  to  the  right. 

Be  the  explanation  of  cases  such  as  the  above  what  it  may, — and 
I  confess  myself  unable  satisfactorily  to  solve  all  the  difficulties 
which  they  present, — there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  greater 
number  of  instances  of  alleged  version  of  the  womb  either  forwards 
or  backwards,  the  organ  is  really  flexed,  or  bent  upon  itself;  and 
furtlier,  that  not  infrequently  the  two  con^litions  coexist,  the 
whole  womb  being  thrown  more  forvvards  or  more  backwards 
than  natural,  while,  in  addition,  the  body  of  the  organ  is  bent  upon 
its  cervix.  As  far  as  the  symptoms  are  concerned  to  which  they 
give  rise,  these  varieties  of  misplacement  present  but  little  differ- 
ence ;  but  the  distinction  deserves  to  be  borne  in  mind,  since  it 
throws  light  on  the  manner  in  which  the  accident  is  in  many  in- 
stances brought  about. 

The  point  of  flexion  of  the  uterus,  whether  it  is  bent  forwards  or 
backwards,  appears  always  to  be  the  same — namely,  the  point 
of  junction  between  the  body  and  neck  of  the  womb,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  spot  corresponding  to  the  internal  os  uteri;  so  that  the 
organ  assumes  a  shape  closely. resembling  that  of  a  chemical  .re- 
tort. Various  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  the  constancy  with 
which  the  organ  is  found  to  bend  at  this  one  situation  ;  and  various 
theories,  such  as  an  assumed  atrophy  of  one  part  of  the  uterine 
walls  and  engorgement  of  its  fundus  while  tlire  cervix  remains  un- 
altered, and  other  suggestions  less  plausible,  have  been  proposed 
in  explanation  of  the  fact.  But  these  conditions  are  by  no  means 
invariably  present  even  in  cases  of  most  marked  flexion  of  the 
womb,  and  must  therefore  be  rejected  as  inadequate  to  account 
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for  its  taking  place  at  the  same  situation  in  all  cases.  The  only- 
explanation  that  I  know,  against  which  no  such  objection  can  be 
raised,  is  that  propounded  by  Professor  Virchow,  of  Berlin,^  and 
which  is  based  on  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  organ.  He  points 
out  the  fact,  that  while  the  neck  of  the  womb  is  firmly  connected 
with  the  posterior  and  lower  part  of  the  bladder,  its  body  is  per- 
fectly movable  ;  the  point  to  which  the  peritoneum  descends  in 
the  utero-vesical  pouch  corresponding  exactly  to  the  situation  of 
the  internal  os  uteri,  and,  consequently,  to  the  spot  where  the 
fixed  cervix  passes  over  into  the  movable  body  of  the  organ.  The 
posterior  surface  of  the  cervix  uteri,  though  somewhat  strength- 
ened by  the  cellular  tissue  which  surrounds  it,  is  by  no  means  so 
firmly  fastened  as  its  anterior  surface;  while  the  pouch  of  perito- 
neum descends  much  lower  down  behind  it,  and  is  even  on  a  lower 
level  than  the  summit  of  the  roof  of  the  vagina.  If,  now,  any  cause 
interfere  with  the  ready  mobility  of  the  body  of  the  womb,  while 
the  attachments  of  its  cervix  retain  their  firmness  and  resistance, 
a  bending  of  the  one  part  on  the  other  must  of  necessity  take 
place  ;  a  bending  which  may  occur  either  forwards  or  backwards, 
and  thus  constitute  either  anteflexion  or  retroflexion.  AVith  refer- 
ence to  the  production  of  the  accident,  it  is  probably  a  matter  of 
indifterence  whether  its  cause  is  one  that  operates  gradually  and 
continuously,  or  suddenly  and  with  great  force — a  violent  exertion 
may  therefore  produce  it ;  and  just  as  much  may  the  slow  action 
of  adhesions  tethering  the  fundus  of  the  womb  either  to  the  blad- 
der or  the  rectum,  and  compelling  the  organ  in  the  coarse  of  time 
to  yield  at  its  weakest  point — namely,  at  that  which  corresponds 
to  the  junction  of  the  body  and  neck  of  the  organ. 

This  explanation  will  account  equally  for  the  occurrence  of 
anteflexion  and  of  retroflexion.  Of  the  two  misplacements,  the 
former  is  alleged  by  Rokitansky,  and  hy  other  morbid  anatomists, 
to  be  the  more  frequent;  and  observations  during  life  confirm,  on 
the  whole,  the  correctness  of  this  statement.  In  my  own  notes, 
indeed,  I  find  the  particulars  of  forty-three  cases  of  retroversion 
or  retroflexion,  and  of  only  twenty  of  anteversion  or  anteflexion  ; 
but  these  results  are  at  variance  with  those  of  some  most  trust- 
worthy observers,  and  I  believe  the}'  are  due  to  the  circumstance, 
that  in  the  early  period  of  my  observations  I  often  failed  to  mark 
the  slighter  degrees  of  anteflexion.  Valleix,  in  his  valuable  lec- 
tures on  this  subject,-  gives  thirty-five  deviations  of  the  uterus  for- 
wards, and  thirty-three  backwards;  Dr.  Mayer,^  of  Berlin,  met 
with  sixty-tlirce  cases  of  the  former,  and  sixty-four  of  the  latter; 
and  MjNI.  Bernutz,  Gou}>il,  ajid  Gossolin  found  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  flexion  or  version  of  (he  uterus  forward,  in  lOG  out  of 

1  Ucher  die  Knickungendcr  QebiirniuUcr ;  in  the  Vcrliundlungen  der  Oescllschaftfiir 
Ocburtsliulfc,  vol.  iv,  1851,  p.  80. 

*  J)eH  DrvmHoTiH  UtfrhieH,  8vn.,  Paris,  1852,  see  ]).  27. 

8  Ah  stutftl  by  l)v.  Jiociiwitz,  in  Verhuudl.  der  (Jesellsclmftf.  Ocburtsli.,  vol.  v, 
1852,  Hoo  p.  85. 
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163  women  who  had  never  given  birth  to  children.^  This  hitter 
statement,  however,  represents  the  frequency  of  that  physiological 
curvature  of  the  womb  which,  while  it  exists  in  the  child  and  in 
the  unmarried  woman,  ceases  after  childbirth,  or  is  even  replaced 
by  a  disposition  to  version  or  flexion  of  the  fundus  backwards.  A 
condition  met  with  in  two  women  out  of  three  can  scarcely  be 
other  than  natural ;  and  while  I  may  have  often  overlooked  it,  I 
believe  that  I  do  not  err  in  regarding  it  as  usually  of  but  small 
importance. 

The  older  opinions  on  this  subject,  indeed,  are  in  conformity 
with  the  conclusions  which  I  have  arrived  at,  and  I  believe  them 
to  be  correct,  as  far  as  any  such  degree  of  misplacement  is  con- 
cerned, as  would  manifest  itself  by  symptoms  during  life ;  while 
the  whole  subject  of  uterine  versions  and  flexions  has  been  of  late 
much  obscured  by  the  confounding  together  of  the  natural  and  the 
morbid  degrees  of  these  misplacements.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
indeed,  but  that  slight  degrees  of  anteflexion  of  the  uterus  are 
frequently  overlooked  during  life,  since  not  only  does  thei  finger 
come  less  readily  into  contact  with  the  parts  in  the  anterior  than 
with  those  in  the  posterior  half  of  the  pelvis,  but  further,  unless 
the  bladder  be  completely  empty,  the  tumor  of  the  anteflexed  womb 
is  scarcely  perceptible.  A  slight  flexion  of  the  womb  forwards  is, 
however,  a  natural  condition,  as  is  exceedingly  well  shown  in 
Kohlrausch's  beautiful  delineation  of  a  section  of  the  pelvic  viscera.^ 
"  The  uterine  canal,"  says  he,  "is  not  straight,  but  slightly  curved, 
like  an  italic  /,  and  the  whole  organ  has  in  its  natural  position  a 
slight  flexure,  being  curved  at  first  a  little  backwards,  then  bent 
more  considerably  forwards,"  This  curve,  however,  is  no  longer 
apparent  after  childbearing,  while,  besides,  any  cause  which  pro- 
duces enlargement  of  the  womb,  brings  with  it  those  influences 
that  tend  to  favor  retroversion  or  retroflexion  of  the  organ. 

The  explanation  that  has  been  proposed  of  the  invariable  occur- 
rence of  flexion  of  the  uterus  at  the  same  point,  suggests  the  reason 
why  the  ailment  has  no  tendency,  or  scarcely  any  tendency,  to 
spontaneous  cure,  and  explains  why  the  misplaced  womb  remains 
misplaced  for  years.  Two  conditions,  moreover,  tend  to  give  to 
the  misplacement  a  permanent  character,  of  which  one  is  the  pres- 

'  See  notes  3  and  4,  at  p.  465  of  vol.  ii  of  Bernutz  and  Goupil's  Clinique  Medi- 
cate nur  les  Maladies  des  Femrnes,  8vo.,  Paris,  1862. 

2  Zur  Anr/.tomie,  etc.,  der  Beekenorgane,  4to.,  Leipsig,  1854.  In  a  paper  read 
before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  and  afterwards  published  in  the  Dublin 
Medical  JouTnal,  August,  1857,  Dr.  Bennett  gave  the  results  of  his  own  investiga- 
tions on  the  living  subject,  which  led  to  precisely  the  same  conclusions  as  those 
arrived  at  by  Kohlrausch.  The  observations  of  Boullard,  contained  in  his  thesis, 
which  appeared  in  1853,  who  believed  that  a  degree  of  anteflexion  of  the  uterus, 
far  exceeding  any  gentle-  curve,  was  the  really  normal  state  of  the  uterus,  have 
been  shown  by  Depaul  [Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  No.  36,  1854),  to  be  vitiated  by  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  made,  and  that  purely  cadaveric  causes  are 
chiefly  influential  in  producing  great  flexions  of  the  organ,  and  especially  flexions 
of  the  fundus  forwards.  Boullard's  statements,  however,  though  they  exaggerated 
the  degree  of  the  natural  curvature  were  correct  as  to  the  fact  of  its  general  exist- 
ence, and  deserve  the  praise  which  attaches  to  priority  of  observation. 


168  ANATOMICAL    RESULTS 

ence  of  adhesions  binding  down  the  fundns  of  the  uterus,  either 
to  the  rectum  posteriorly,  or  to  the  bladder  in  front ;  the  other  is 
the  wasting  of  that  wall  of  the  uterus  towards  which  the  flexion 
has  taken  place,  and  which  must  necessarilj''  render  the  organ  in- 
capable of  retaining  its  natural  position,  even  though  it  were  pos- 
sible to  replace  it  completely.  Of  these  two  conditions  the  former 
is,  I  believe,  the  more  frequent,  and  therefore  the  more  important. 
Such  adhesions  are  expressly  mentioned  in  many  of  the  cases 
where,  on  examination  after  death,  flexions  of  the  womb  have 
been  discovered,  and  I  can  speak  to  the  extreme  frequency  of 
adhesions,  false  membranes,  or  other  indications  of  bygone  in- 
flammation about  the  womb  or  its  appendages,  since  I  met  with 
them  in  twenty-two  out  of  sixty-six  cases  in  which  I  examined 
the  uteri  of  women  who  had  died  of  some  other  than  uterine  dis- 
ease. There  appears  to  be  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  date  of  the 
occurrence  of  atrophy  of  the  uterine  wall,  and  also  as  to  the  degree 
in  which  it  takes,  place..  I  found  no  trace  of  it  in  a  case  where 
the  uterus  was  greatly  anteflected,  and  where  the  existence  of 
marked  uterine  symptoms  for  many  years  rendered  it  probable 
that  the  condition  was  of  long  standing;  and  it  is  expressly  stated 
by  Dr.  Rockwitz^  not  to  have  been  present  in  the  case  of  a  woman 
whose  uterus  had  been  completely  retroflected  for  a  year  by  the 
presence  of  an  ovarian  tumor.  On  the  other  hand,  Virchow  de- 
scribes the  gradual  wasting  of  the  muscular  substance  at  the  point 
of  flexion  till  nothing  is  left  but  a  small  quantity  of  flaccid,  slightly 
fibrous,  cellular  tissue ;  and  in  a  very  useful  essay  on  the  subject, 
Dr.  Sommer'^  relates  some  post-mortem  examinations  in  which  this 
atrophy  of  the  uterine  wall  was  very  remarkable. 

The  efiect  of  such  a  change  in  the  uterine  wall  is  twofold.  On 
the  one  hand  it  weakens  the  tissue  at  one  point,  and  thus  incapaci- 
tates the  organ  for  maintaining  its  proper  position  ;  on  the  other 
it  shortens  the  wall  towards  which  the  flexion  exists,  and  thereby 
insures  still  more  eflectually  the  permanence  of  the  malposition  ; 
and  no  one  who  is  familiar  with  uterine  ailments,  and  has  felt  the 
bent  uterus  resume  its  malposition  immediately  on  the  removal  of 
the  sound  by  which  it  had  just  been  rectified,  but  must  believe 
that  such  wasting  of  one  uterine  wall  must  exist  in  a  very  large 
numl)er  of  instances. 

A  frequent,  tliongh  by  no  means  an  invariable  result  of  long- 
standing flexion  of  the  womb,  and  one  which  must  be  borne  in 
mind  as  explaining  some  of  the  symptoms  to  which  it  occasionally 
gives  rise,  is  a  contraction  of  tlie  internal  orifice  of  the  womb.  This 
constriction  too,  is,  at  any  rate  in  Virchow's  oinnion,  not  a  merely 
moclianical  a|)proximation  of  the  two  sides  of  the  canal  by  the 
bending  of  the  organ,  but  is  in  many  instances  due  to  an  organic 
narrowing  of  the  ])assage,  produced  by  the  constant  irritation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  at  this  spot,  and  its  consequent  thickening. 

'    Ijiic.  r.iLj  J).  82. 

2  Znr  Lehre  dca  Infraciioneji  und  Flccioncn  der  Oclnlnimiicr,  8vo.,  Gicsson,  1850. 
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Any  positive  obliteration  of  the  internal  os,  however,  which  Yir- 
chow  has  sometimes  met  with  in  aged  persons,  is  not  merely  a 
very  rare  occurrence,  but  is  probably  due  in  large  measure  to  the 
natural  tendency  to  closure  of  the  internal  os  in  old  age,  and  which 
the  flexion  of  the  uterus,  though  it  may  have  increased,  has  not 
originated. 

One  or  two  other  consequences  of  flexion  of  the  womb  deserve 
mention,  though  I  believe  that  the  degree  to  which  they  exist  ad- 
mits of  very  wide  variation.  The  body  and  fundus  of  the  womb 
are  very  apt,  as  the  result  of  their  altered  position,  to  become  the 
seat  of  congestion  ;  a  congestion  that  may  be  very  intense,^  and 
with  the  existence  of  which  it  is  reasonable  to  associate  the  dis- 
position to  meuorrhagia  that  is  so  prominent  a  feature  in  many 
cases  of  this  kind.  Moreover,  a  part  that  is  the  frequent  seat  of 
congestion  tends  to  enlarge,  and  hence  the  misplaced  body  and 
fundus  of  the  womb  often  become  hypertrophied,  while  the  difB.- 
culty  of  escape  of  the  secretions,  when  the  angle  of  flexion  is  very 
acute,  helps  to  increase  the  dimensions  of  the  uterine  cavity,  a  re- 
sult of  the  occurrence  of  which  the  uterine  sound  informs  us  in  a 
very  large  number  of  instances. 

The  condition  of  the  cervix  uteri  is  seldom  natural,  but  there  is 
generally  a  profuse  secretion  from  its  glandular  apparatus,  while 
the  edges  of  the  os  uteri  are  usually  red,  and  their  epithelium  is 
often  abraded,  a  condition  dependent  doubtless  on  the  state  of 
general  irritation  of  the  cervix.  To  the  touch  the  margins  of  the 
OS  rarely  present  any  marked  deviation  from  a  healthy  condition, 
while  the  os  itself  (at  least  in  retroflexion,  concerning  which  my 
observations  are  more  numerous  than  concerning  anteflexion),  is 
often  open  so  as  to  admit  the  tip  of  the  finger.  The  anterior  lip, 
too,  in  cases  of  retroflexion,  is  usually  shorter  than  the  posterior — 
an  alteration  of  the  natural  relations  probably  due,  as  Sommer 
suggests,  to  merely  mechanical  causes,  and  to  the  dragging  out  of 
its  place  of  the  lip  on  that  side  which  corresponds  to  the  convexity 
of  the  flexed  womb. 

In  the  cases  to  which  reference  has  hitherto  been  made,  the 
uterine  misplacement  would  seem  to  be  an  acquired  condition, 
though  one  coming  on  at  different  periods  of  life,  and  under  the 
influence  of  causes  which,  sometimes  at  least,  are  obscure.  There 
are  other  instances,  however,  in  which  obliquity  of  the  uterus  for- 
wards, backwards,  or  to  either  side,  is  the  result  of  congenital  mal- 
formation^ associated  with  marked  difference  in  the  length  of  the 
womb  and  broad  ligaments  on  the  two  sides,  or  dependent  on  un- 
equal development  of  the  two  halves  of  the  womb  itself.  In  one 
instance  in  which  I  found  the  womb,  in  an  unmarried  girl,  aged 
eighteen,  oblique  in  form,  and  inclined  towards  the  right  side,  the 
left  ligamentum  ovarii  was  1.2  inch  in  length,  while  that  of  the 
right  side  measured  only  .6  of  an  inch ;  and  in  the  body  of  another 

1  As  in  the  drawing  of  the  anteflexed  uterus  at  figs.  5  and  6  of  plate  ix  of  Boivin 
and  Du2;6's  Atlas. 
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unmarried  girl,  aged  nineteen,  likewise  free  from  all  trace  of 
uterine  disease,  the  womb  was  unequal  in  size,  its  right  corner 
being  .3  of  an  inch  higher  than  the  left.  Professor  Tiedemann,^ 
who  was  the  first  to  call  special  attention  to  this  condition,  has 
published  in  his  treatise  on  the  subject  several  drawings,  which 
represent  very  extreme  degrees  of  uterine  obliquity  and  malfor- 
mation. There  is  nothing  to  surprise  us  in  the  occasional  want 
of  symmetry  of  an  organ  formed  as  the  uterus  is,  in  great  measure, 
by  the  coalescence  of  two  lateral  halves  or  cornua.  At  the  same 
time  it  seems  very  doubtful  whether  such  inequality  of  the  womb 
gives  rise  to  any  symptom,  or  whether  in  the  event  of  pregnancy 
and  labor  occurring,  it  produces  any  of  those  formidable  results 
which  Deventer  and  other  practitioners  of  midwifery  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago  referred  to  obliquity  of  the  uterus  ;  opinions 
which  even  at  the  present  day  are  not  altogether  exploded.  I  refer 
to  these  conditions  now  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  on 
you  the  by  no  means  needless  caution,  that  since  uterine  obliquity 
may  depend  on  causes  wholly  beyond  remedy,  so  prudence  dic- 
tates that  when  it  gives  rise  to  no  symptoms  we  should  abstain 
from  all  endeavors  at  cure,  which,  to  say  the  least,  are  needless, 
which  very  likely  maybe  fruitless,  which  possiblymay  prove  very 
mischievous. 


LECTURE   XII. 

MISPLACEMENTS  OE  THE  UTEEUS. 

Versions  and  Flexions  of  the  IjTERtrs. 

Symptoms.     Conflicting  opinions  concerning  them;  how. they  may  to  a  certain 

extent  be  reconciled.     Alleged  symptoms  not  always  due  to  misplacements. 

Evidence  of  statistics ;   production  of  symptoms  connected  with  other  causes 

acting  on  the  womb.    Enumeration  of  sj'mptoms,  and  separate  examination  of 

each. 
Diagnosis.     Use  of  the  sound. 
Treatment.    Historical  sketch  of  opinion  and  practice  on  the  subject.    The  uterine 

supporter;  reasons  for  rejecting  mechanical  contrivances,  and  for  preferring 

palliative  treatment.     Plan  of  treatment  described. 

We  have  hitherto  been  occupied  with  the  examijiation  of  the 
nature  of  the  various  versions  and  flexions  of  the  uterus,  and  have 
had  occasion,  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  to  notice  conflicting 
opinions  and  opposing  statements  wliich  it  Avas  very  diflicult,  which 
it  was  sometimes  indeed  quite  impossible,  to  reconcile.  Such  dis- 
crepancies become  more  numerous  and  more  frequently  irrecon- 
cilable as  we  pass  to  the  study  of  the  symi)toms  which  these  mis- 
])lacementB  produce,  and  to  the  consideration  of  the  treatment 
that  they  require.    The  symptoms  are  by  some  described  as  being 

1  Von  den  Duverncyachcn  Driisnn  (/a)  Weibcs,unddcr  schicfen  Gcslaltung  und  Lage 
der  Oel/annutier,  4to.,  Heidelberg,  1840. 
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botli  numerons  and  characteristic,  and  the  appropriate  treatment 
is  by  them  alleged  to  be  both  simple,  safe,  and  successful ;  while 
others  deny  that  the  malpositions  taken  by  themselves  produce  any 
symptoms,  and  assert  that  the  proposed  treatment,  while  attended 
by  very  considerable  risk,  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  removal  of 
the  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  cure.  Each  of  these  opinions,  too, 
is  maintained  by  men  equal  in  the  eminence  of  their  position,  in 
their  practical  experience,  and  their  good  faith.^ 

The  alleged  results  of  these  uterine  misplacements  may  be  briefly 
stated  to  consist  in  disorder  of  menstruation,  which  is  usually  both 
excessive  and  painful,  in  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  in  pain  and  diffi- 
culty both  in  defecation  and  micturition,  and  in  pain  in  the  pelvis 
generally,  though  usually  most  severe  in  that  part  of  the  pelvis 
towards  which  the  fundus  uteri  is  turned  or  flexed,  while  sterility 
is  a  farther  consequence  stated  to  be  produced  by  flexions  of  the 
womb  in  a  very  large  number  of  instances.  In  these  symptoms 
it  is  obvious  that  there  is  much  that  of  itself  cannot  be  regarded 
as  pathognomonic  of  one  uterine  affection  rather  than  of  another, 
since  they  constitute  just  that  train  of  ailments  which,  in  varying 
combinations  and  with  varying  intensity,  we  meet  with  in  almost 
every  disorder  of  the  womb.  To  this,  however,  it  would  not  be 
right  to  attach  much  importance,  since  the  uterine  ailments  that 
manifest  themselves  by  some  one  characteristic  symptom,  or  by 
characteristic  combinations  of  symptoms,  are  very  few  indeed. 
Just  as  sickness  may  depend  on  sympathetic  disturbance  of  the 
stomach  during  pregnancy,  or  on  irritability  of  the  organ  conse- 
quent on  some  exhausting  disease,  or  on  the  presence  of  sarcinse 
in  its  cavity,  or  on  the  development  of  cancer  in  its  walls,  so  may 
the  same  symptoms  depend  in  one  case  on  trivial  disorder  of  the 
womb,  in  another  on  its  incurable  disease.  The  symptoms  are  like 
the  alarm-bell,  which  gives  notice  of  a  something  wrong,  and  serves 
to  awaken  attention ;  it  is  not  fair  to  expect  that  they  should  at 
once  inform  us  not  merely  what  part  suffers,  but  what  the  exact 
cause  is  on  which  those  sufferings  depend. 

Another  circumstance,  however,  has  been  much  insisted  on  as 
proof  of  the  unreality  of  the  alleged  symptoms  of  these  misplace- 
ments— namely,  that  in  many  instances  where  accident  has  re- 
vealed the  existence  of  uterine  misplacement,  the  functions  of  the 
womb  were  performed  in  all  respects  naturally  and  painlessly. 
But  from  this  fact  we  must  be  careful  not  to  draw  too  wide  an 
inference,  for  even  the  early  stages  of  uterine  cancer  pass  not  in- 
frequently unrevealed  by  any  symptoms  of  disorder  of  the  womb; 
and  fibrous  tumors  often  attain  a  great  development  before  their 
existence  is  suspected,  or  a  lull  of  their  symptoms  takes  place  so 
complete  and  of  such  long  continuance  that  careful  examination 
alone  convinces  us  of  the  persistence  of  the  «vil  which  had  pro- 

1  The  published  report  of  the  discussion  at  Paris  on  this  subject,  contained  in 
the  Bulletin  de  I' Academie  de  Medecine  for  1853-54,  vol.  xix,  pp.  778-976,  is  a  most 
remarkable  illustration  of  the  extent  to  which,  in  an  uncertain  science,  difference 
is  possible. 
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duced  tliem.  There  is  a  Frencli  phrase  which  expresses  excellently 
well  the  character  of  those  in  whom  both  these  misplacements  and 
other  uterine  ailments  are  generally  attended  by  the  most  urgent 
symptoms:  they  are  persons  qui  %' ecoutent  vivre, — who  watch  them- 
selves live ;  and  the  ailments  of  which  another  would  be  barely 
conscious,  are  to  them  sources  of  exquisite  torture.  The  ailment 
may  be  a  real  one,  and  yet  it  may  be  the  wiser  and  more  hopeful 
course  to  try  to  remedy  the  state  of  constitution  which  exaggerates 
the  patient's  sutierings,  rather  than  to  meddle  with  the  local  affec- 
tion that  excites  their  present  manifestations. 

But  there  are  facts  of  a  different  kind  which  show  that  the  im- 
portance of  these  ailments  has  probably  been  overrated ;  and  they 
are  furnished  by  cases  where  the  removal  of  the  misplacement, 
though  no  other  uterine  ailment  was  discoverable,  has  not  been 
followed  by  any  mitigation  of  the  patient's  sufferings ;  as  well  as 
by  others  in  which  the  sjmijDtoms  once  present  have  ceased,  in  spite 
of  the  persistence  of  the  misplacement.  A  womaiu,  aged  twenty- 
two,  had  been  married  four  years,  during  which  period  she  mis- 
carried four  times;  on  the  last  occasion,  at  the  sixth  month,  seven 
months  before  coming  under  my  care.  She  suffered  from  the  date 
of  her  last  miscarriage  from  pain,  leucorrhoea,  and  profuse  men- 
struation, accompanied  by  discharge  of  coagula;  and  on  examina- 
tion her  uterus  was  found  retroflected,  the  fundus  being  directed 
not  only  backwards,  but  also  to  the  left  side.  Twenty-seven  months 
after  her  last  abortion  she  became  pregnant,  but  the  misplacement 
continued  during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  as  was  ascertained 
by  examination.  She  gave  birth  to  a  live  child  at  the  full  period 
of  utero-gestation,  and  expressed  herself  as  feeling  afterwards  per- 
fectly well ;  but  her  womb  was  still  retroflected,  and  I  found  it 
occupying  its  old  position  fifteen  months  after  her  delivery,  or  four 
years  and  a  quarter  after  the  miscarriage  to  which  she  originally 
referred  all  her  sufferings. 

A  woman,  twenty-eight  j^ears  old,  had  been  married  nine  .years, 
had  given  birth  to  one  child  in  the  second  year  of  her  marriage, 
and  five  years  before  I  saw  her  had  undergone  some  operation  for 
the  removal,  as  she  said,  of  a  uterine  tumor.  Ever  since  this 
operation  she  stated  herself  to  have  suffered  from  leucorrha>al  dis- 
charge, with  pain  of  a  burning  character  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  uterus,  much  aggravated  by  defecation  or  by  sexual  intercourse, 
and  being  especially  severe  at  the  menstrual  periods.  The  peri- 
neum was  somewhat  torn,  the  uterus  low  down,  its  orifice  circular, 
with  perfectly  smooth  edges,  and  its  posterior  lip  was  connected 
firmly  to  tlic  posterior  vaginal  wall,  and  cicatrices  ran  from  it  for 
some  distance  to  the  left  side  of  the  vagina.'  The  uterine  sound 
entered  easily  with  its  concavity  directed  backwards  for  two  inches 

'  It  is  not  wilhoiit  iritorost,  as  illuslnitivc  of  tlio  futility  of  many  of  (lie  snirijcs- 
tions  miuli!  for  tlio  fur(?  of  tiioso  ailmonts,  to  iiotioo  tlio  oxistcnco  in  tiiis  caMo  of  tiiiit 
very  oondilion  of  jidlicsion  botwoon  tiio  corvix  uteri  niul  tlio  vnj^inal  wall,  on  tho 
profliiction  of  wliifli  liy  surgical  intcrferonco  M.  Amusi^at  has  insisted  as  so  im- 
portant u  means  of  cure. 
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and  a  half;  on  turning  it  round  the  tumor  completely  disappeared. 
For  the  first  four  or  five  days  after  the  replacement  of  the  uterus 
the  patient  expressed  herself  as  feeling  much  relieved ;  but  her 
symptoms  then  returned,  and  have  continued  just  the  same  as 
before  for  four  years  and  a  half,  during  which  time  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  frequently  examining  the  condition  of  the  uterus, 
and  have  always  found  it  occupying  its  natural  position. 

But  be  the  value  of  cases  such  as  these  what  it  may,  as  proving 
on  the  one  hand  that  flexions  of  the  womb  do  not  of  necessity  give 
rise  to  any  suffering,  and  on  the  other,  that  the  removal  of  a  flex- 
ion of  the  organ  may  not  be  followed  by  the  least  relief  to  a  pa- 
tient's distress,  the  fact  still  remains,  that  misplacement  of  the 
womb  is  in  very  many  instances  accompanied  by  various  uterine 
ailments,  such  as  were  not  experienced  before  its  occurrence.  The 
question,  however,  suggests  itself  with  reference  to  these  cases,  as 
to  whether  their  history  presents  any  peculiarity  which  would  war- 
rant our  believing  that  the  symptoms  are  due  not  simply  to  the 
misplacement,  but  to  some  other  morbid  condition  with  which  the 
misplacement  is  associated,  or  to  the  two  causes  together  ?  Now, 
there  are  circumstances  which  appear  to  favor  the  opinion,  that 
in  the  majority  of  instances  the  symptoms  are  due  not  to  misplace- 
ment alone,  but  to  misplacement  accompanied  by  some  other  mor- 
bid state  of  the  womb. 

The  fact,  that  of  131  instances  of  version  or  flexion  of  the  womb,^ 
115  occurred  among  married  women,  16  only  among  those  who 
were  single,  tends  to  connect  it  with  the  performance  of  the  high- 
est functions  of  the  sexual  system — with  pregnancy,  delivery,  and 
their  consequences.  This  view  is  further  confirmed  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  age  at  which  the  majority  of  women  suffer 
from  its  symptoms  coincides  with  that  period  of  life  at  which  those 
functions  are  in  most  active  exercise.  Valleix  states  that  the 
majority  of  his  patients  referred  the  commencement  of  their  ail- 
ments to  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty  years  ;  while  the 
fact  that  forty-nine  out  of  the  sixty-three  patients  of  whose  cases 
I  have  preserved  a  record  were  under  forty  years  old  at  the  time 
of  their  coming  under  my  care,  points  in  the  same  direction. 
Moreover,  in  thirty-four  out  of  fifty-seven  cases  of  married  women 
referred  to  by  M.  Valleix,  and  in  twenty-one  of  my  fifty-eight  (or 
twenty-one  of  forty-six,  if  for  the  moment  twelve  cases  where 
marriage  had  proved  sterile  are  omitted),  the  patients  referred  the 
commencement  of  their  ailments  to  delivery  or  miscarriage ;  to  a 
time,  in  short,  when  the  womb  was  larger,  heavier,  and  more 
abundantly  supplied  with  blood  than  at  other  seasons,  when  its 
recently  stretched  supports  were  less  able  than  at  other  times  to 
keep  it  in  its  proper  position,  and  when  those  attacks  of  circum- 
scribed peritonitis,  by  which  adhesions  are  produced  between  it 
and  the  adjacent  parts,  are  specially  likely  to  occur.     The  case 

1  The  above  numbers  are  derived  from  the  sixty-eight  cases  of  Yalleix,  with 
sixty-three  of  my  o\yn. 
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related  in  the  last  Lecture  (p.  162)  shows  how  in  these  conditions 
the  enlarged  uterus  may  be  retroverted,  and  shows  further  how, 
in  spite  of  its  gradual  reduction  in  size,  the  misplacement  may 
still  continue  ;  its  symptoms  aggravated  after  each  fresh  miscar- 
riage, which  reproduced,  though  in  a  slighter  degree,  the  same 
train  of  evils  as  attended  the  first  occurrence  of  the  accident.  Ot 
the  remaining  thirty-seven  patients,  three  had  fibrous  tumors  in 
the  uterine  walls,  so  that  the  misplacement  of  the  womb  might  be 
regarded  as  in  part  due  to  their  presence,  while  in  a  fourth  there 
was  a  small  tumor,  probably  ovarian,  behind  the  uterus,  which 
not  merely  retroflected  it,  but  having  become  adherent  both  to  the 
womb  and  to  the  rectum,  prevented  the  uterus  from  resuming  its 
proper  position  even  after  the  tumor,  in  which  suppuration  took 
place,  had  discharged  its  contents  by  the  bowels ;  and  in  a  fifth 
the  misplacement  was  apparently  consequent  on  the  formation  ot 
an  abscess  between  the  uterus  and  rectum,  by  which  the  organ 
had  been  retroverted  and  finally  bound  down  by  adhesions  in  its 
unnatural  position.  Four  patients,  one  of  whom  was  unmarried, 
referred  their  symptoms  to  a  menstrual  period,  which  had  been 
attended  by  an  unusual  amount  ot  suiFering,  and  one  dated  them 
from  intemperate  sexual  intercourse.  Once  the  symptoms  suc- 
ceeded to  an  attack  of  vaginitis,  which  was  most  likely  accom- 
panied by  peritoneal  inflammation,  since  the  anteflected  womb 
was  bound  down  in  its  unnatural  position  ;  and  in  one  more,  in 
whom  the  enlarged  and  anteverted  womb  was  similarly  fixed  in 
the  pelvis,  there  was  a  history  of  abdominal  pain  and  tenderness 
occurring  causelessly  five  years  before.  Six  times  the  accident 
seemed  to  have  succeeded  to  some  sudden  violent  exertion,  and 
in  one  instance  (that  in  which  the  symptoms  persisted  after  the 
removal  of  the  misplacement),  the  patient  dated  her  sufl:ering  from 
some  operation  performed  five  years  previously,  apparently  for  the 
removal  of  a  polygons.  There  still  remain  twenty  patients,  con- 
cerning the  cause  of  whose  ailments  no  adequate  explanation  is 
given.  It  is  not  without  interest,  however  to  observe  that  in  al- 
most all  of  these  cases,  the  symptoms  had  come  on  very  gradually, 
and  the  misplaced  uterus  was  in  the  great  majority  of  instances 
much  enlarged.  The  subsidence  of  the  symptoms  and  the  diminu- 
tion in  size  of  the  womb  took  place  simultaneously.  Sometimes 
as  the  organ  grew  smaller,  it  resumed  its  natural  position  of  its 
own  accord,  while  in  other  cases  it  remained  misplaced,  but  there 
did  not  seem  to  be  any  invariable  connection  between  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  patient's  recovery  and  the  return  of  the  womb  to 
its  proper  situation. 

It  seems,  then,  that  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  instances, 
the  development  of  all  the  symptoms  of  flexion  or  version  of  the 
uterus  coincided  with  the  operation  of  some  cause  tliat  increased 
the  size  of  the  womb,  or  produced  congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera; 
and  furtiier,  it  may  be  added,  that  tiic  almost  immediate  relief 
which  followed  rest,  local  doi)letion,  and  the  due  regulation  of  (he 
bowels,  seems  to  show  that  to  these  associated  ailments,  rather 
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than  to  the  mere  misplacement  of  the  womb,  the  patient's  sufferings 
were  to  be  attributed.  ISTot  infrequently,  however,  the  relief, 
though  striking,  was  of  short  duration ;  and  the  patient  had  not 
long  followed  her  usual  avocations,  or  not  long  returned  to  her 
husband's  bed,  before  many  of  her  former  symptoms  returned. 
But  this  is  hy  no  means  peculiar  to  misplacement  of  the  womb  ;  for 
we  see  ilkistrations  of  it  in  the  increased  suffering  which,  in  almost 
every  uterine  ailment,  attends  upon  the  menstrual  period,  and  in 
the  aggravation  of  all  previous  uterine  discomfort,  which  in  many 
women  succeeds  to  marriage,  and  which  is  sometimes  the  occasion 
of  ailments  being  brought  to  light  whose  very  existence  was  pre- 
viously unsuspected.^ 

A  woman,  aged  thirty-five,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  gave  the  following  history  of  herself:  She  had  been 
married  eleven  months,  but  had  never  been  pregnant.  Previous 
to  her  marriage  her  health  had  been  good,  with  the  exception  that 
menstruation,  though  regular,  was  always  very  painful.  Since  her 
marriage,  however,  she  had  suffered  much  from  constant  aching 
pain  round  the  loins,  felt  most  in  walking,  and  constant  desire  to 
pass  water,  while  her  menstruation  had  become  very  frequent  in 
its  return.  On  making  an  examination,  the  os  uteri,  which  was 
small  and  circular,  was  found  directed  backwards ;  while  above 
the^  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina  a  tumor  of  a  rounded  form  was 
felt  pressing  forward  against  the  bladder,  and  could  also  be  dis- 
tinguished by  means  of  a  sound  introduced  into  that  organ.  I 
imagined  the  body  to  be  formed  by  the  anteflected  uterus;  though, 
after  careful  and  repeated  examinations,  in  the  course  of  which  I 
endeavored  successfully  to  introduce  the  uterine  sound,  I  changed 
this  opinion,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  fibrous  tumor 
growing  from  the  anterior  uterine  wall.  Whichever  view  be  cor- 
rect, the  case  equally  well  illustrates  the  fact  that  a  uterine  ailment 
may  remain  quiescent,  as  far  as  the  production  of  symptoms  is 
concerned,  for  an  indefinite  period,  while  yet  it  may  be  the  cause 
of  much  suffering,  if  any  accident  gives  rise  to  an  increased  afilux 
of  blood  towards  the  womb. 

Bearing  in  mind,  then,  their  compound  origin,  we  may  next 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  nym'ptomB  that  usually  accompany 
versions  or  flexions  of  the  womb.  In  the  two  instances  where 
the  misplacement  occurred  suddenly  as  the  result  of  over-exertion 
or  straining,  much  pain  was  at  once  experienced,  and  was  referred 
to  the  neighborhood  of  the  uterus ;  while  in  the  case  of  retrover- 
sion tliere  were  considerable  difliculty  in  micturition  and  frequent 

1  This  estimate  of  the  ordinarily  small  importance  of  simple  uterine  flexions 
coincides  very  closely  with  the  conclusions  at  which  Scanzoni  has  arrived,  and 
which  he  holds  so  decidedly  that  he  prints  in  large  type  in  the  third  edition  of  his 
book.  "  Flexions  of  the  uterus  are  never  of  much  imjiortance,  nev§r  give  rise  to 
serious  evils,  except  when  some  other  affection  of  the  uterine  substance  is  associated 
with  them." — Op.  cit.,  p.  90.  The  conclusion,  too,  to  which  -M.  Bernutz  is  con- 
ducted by  his  and  M.  Goupil's  elaborate  investigation  is,  that  "  uterine  deviations, 
with  the  exception  of  descent  and  prolapsus  of  the  organ,  give  rise,  when  uncom- 
plicated, to  no  kind  of  functional  disorder." — Op.  cit,  vol.  ii,  p.  717. 
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desire  to  pass  water.  In  other  cases,  however,  the  supervention 
of  the  sj'mptoms  was  gradual ;  discomfort  about  the  pelvis  accom- 
panied by  unusually  profuse,  and  often  unusually  painful  men- 
struation, being  the  symptoms  which  first  excited  the  patient's 
notice,  and  by  their  persistence  and  their  increase,. compelled  her 
to  seek  for  relief. 

The  following  were  the  more  prominent  symptoms  in  the  sixty- 
three  cases  of  version  or  flexion  of  the  uterus  of  which,  down  to 
the  present  time,  I  have  preserved  a  record  : 

In  the  total  In  twenty  of  them  the  uterus  was 

sixty-three  oases.  anteverted  or  anteflesed. 

Menorrhagia,      ....     20  3 

Dysmenorrhcea, ....     20  8 

Leucorrhcea,        ....     25  8 

Pain,  or  other  discomfort  "1    rj,  - 

in  micturition,      .     .      J   ~    • 

Pain, 51  17 

Difficult  or  painful  defe-  \  04  3 

cation,    .....      j 

Of  the  above  sixty-three  patients,  fifty-eight  were  married,  of 
whom  twelve  were  sterile.  The  remaining  forty-six,  of  whom  all 
but  one  were  under  forty  years  of  age,  had  given  birth  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  children,  and  had  had  forty  miscarriages; 
numbers  which  yield  results  different  but  little  from  those  which 
we  meet  with  among  persons  afflicted  with  uterine  disease  in 
general;  and  whose  labors  amount  to  2.7,  their  miscarriages  to 
0.47  to  a  marriage,  while  oue  in  8.5  of  the  total  number  proves 
sterile. 

The  above  enumeration  of  symptoms,  and  of  their  comparative 
frequency,  which  tallies  in  the  main  remarkably  with  the  state- 
ments of  M.  Valleix  on  the  subject,  must  be  sufficient  to  show  that 
either  the  misplacement  itself,  or  the  state  of  the  uterus  associated 
with  it,  is  adequate  to  produce  much  positive  suffering-  and  much 
functional  disorder.  The  pain  which  was  experienced  in  all  but 
twelve  of  my  cases,  and  in  sixty-four  out  of  sixty-five  of  tliose  of 
M.  Valleix,  varied  much  in  its  intensity.  It  was  a  constant  sense 
of  pain  and  aching  in  the  back  and  loins,  and  of  pain  shooting- 
down  the  thighs  ;  often,  though  not  always,  accompanied  by  a 
sense  of  bearing  down,  and  by  sensations  of  the  same  kind  as  in 
general  attend  ordinary  descent  of  the  womb,  though  more  dis- 
tressing in  their  cliaractcr.  In  very  many  sexual  intercourse  was 
attended  by  great  pain,  while  the  suft'ering  it  produced  had  led  in 
some  instances  to  its  complete  discontinuance.  Those  patients  in 
whom  tlie  abiding  pain  Avas  the*  most  considera])lc  suffered  also 
from  occasional  attacks  of  paroxysmal  pain,  which  was  sometimes 
of  extreme  intensity,  and  had  the  character  of  hysterical  colic  such 
as  one  meets  with  occasionally  in  various  uterine  ailments,  and 
Buch  as  is  especially  associated  with  dysmenorrha^a.  I  have  not 
been  al)lc  to  ascertain  that  there  is  any  constant  relation  between 
the  direction  in  which  the  womb  is  flexed  and  the  seat  of  the  pain 
in  the  anterior  or  posterior  }»art  ol"the  pelvis,  though  dillicult  and 
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painful  defecatiou  appears  to  be  much  more  frequent  in  cases 
where  the  womb  is  retrofiexed  or  retroverted  than  in  those  where 
it  is  turned  or  bent  forwards.  I  doubt,  however,  very  much  the 
extent  to  which  any  of  these  symptoms  can  be  referred  to  the  mere 
mechanical  effects  of  the  displacement  of  the  womb,  for  in  five 
out  of  the  fourteen  cases  in  which  difficult  micturition  attended 
misplacement  of  the  womb  backwards,  the  organ  was  retrofiexed 
and  not  retroverted,  and  consequently  the  bladder  was  subjected 
to  no  kind  of  pressure  ;  while,  moreover,  in  thirteen  cases  of  ver- 
sion or  flexion  of  the  womb  forwards,  the  bladder  was  relieved 
without  either  pain  or  difficulty.  Pain  and  difficulty  in  defecation, 
too,  are  by  no  means  such  constant  attendants  upon  retroflexion 
as  might  be  reasonably  expected  if  they  depended  upon  a  simply- 
mechanical  cause.  The  symptom  was,  indeed,  for  a  long  time 
regarded  as  of  purely  mechanical  origin,  and  the  presence  of  mucus 
in  the  evacuations  was  looked  upon  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
irritation  of  the  bowel  by  the  misplaced  womb.  Further  observa- 
tion has  shown,  however,  that  this  symptom  is  by  no  means  con- 
stant in  cases  even  of  very  marked  retroflexion  ;  that  further,  it  is 
often  absent  in  cases  where  the  growth  of  fibrous  tumors  from  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  uterus  exerts  very  considerable  pressure  on 
the  bowel,  while  it  is  far  from  uncommon  in  various  uterine  ail- 
ments attended  with  much  irritation  of  the  neighboring  viscera, 
even  though  unaccompanied  by  any  enlargement  or  misplacement 
of  the  womb.  The  same  fact  holds  good  still  more  absolutely  with 
reference  to  constipation,  for  the  retrofiected  fundus  is  never  found 
so  to  compress  the  rectum  as  to  interfere  with  the  easy  intro- 
duction of  the  finger  into  the  bowel,  and  consequently  cannot 
mechanically  prevent  the  escape  of  its  contents;  while  further,  no 
accumulation  of  faeces  is  found  to  take  place  above  the  fundus  of 
the  womb  ;  and  lastly,  constipation,  even  more  obstinate  than  that 
observed  in  these  cases,  attends  upon  a  large  number  of  ailments, 
especiall}^  of  an  anaemic  or  hysterical  kind,  in  which  there  is  no 
local  afi'ection  of  the  uterus.  The  leucorrhoea,  the  dysmenorrhoea, 
and  the  menorrhagia,  though  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  are 
perhaps  less  characteristic  than  tlie  symptoms  already  enumerated, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  frequent  attendants  upon  so  many  uterine 
disorders.  It  is,  however,  worth  notice  that  the  forty  instances  of 
disturbance  of  the  menstrual  function  occurred  in  thirty-nine 
difl'erent  persons  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  that  there  was 
greater  flexion  of  the  womb  where  the  menstruation  was  most 
painful  than  in  other  cases,  or  more  marked  enlargement  or  ap- 
parent congestion  of  the  organ  where  the  menstruation  svas  most 
profuse. 

Lastly,  with  reference  to  the  influence  of  these  conditions  on 
fecundity.  Of  the  fifty-eight  married  women  one  had  become  a 
widow,  and  one  had  passed  the  childbearing  age,  before  any 
symptoms  of  uterine  ailment  appeared,  while  in  seven  the  symp- 
toms were  of  less  than  a  year's  duration,  and  consequently  there 

12 
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had  not  been  time  for  the  influence  of  the  aihnent  in  this  respect 
to  become  evident. 

Of  the  remaining  forty-nine,  six  gave  birth  to  live  children  at 
the  full  period,  after  the  womb  had  been  misplaced;  and  one  of 
this  number  had  five  live  children  at  the  fall  term  of  utero-gesta- 
tion,  in  spite  of  the  existence  for  fifteen  years  of  all  the  signs  of 
retroflexion  of  the  uterus. 

In  one  of  the  above  six,  pregnancy  was  preceded  by  the  replace- 
ment of  the  organ  ;  but  in  the  other  five,  not  only  was  the  womb 
misplaced  at  the  time  of  conception,  but  was  ascertained  to  con- 
tinue so  after  deliver3^ 

Five  having  previously  given  birth  to  living  children,  miscarried 
after  the  development  of  symptoms  of  uterine  misplacement;  and 
in  one  of  the  number  miscarriage  had  twice  occurred,  and  in  an- 
other eleven  times,  while  twenty-one,  having  previously  given 
birth  to  one  or  more  living  children,  had  passed  more  than  a  year 
since  the  commencement  of  the  symptoms  without  conceiving.  In 
six  of  this  number,  however,  though  still  within  the  childbearing 
age,  conception  had  not  taken  place  for  from  two  to  five  years 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  symptoms  of  mis2:)lacement 
of  the  womb. 

The  above  detail  of  symptoms  shows,  I  think,  that  while  versions 
and  flexions  of  the  womb  by  no  means  invariably  produce  either 
local  suffering  or  functional  disturbance,  their  presence  or  absence 
is  yet  far  from  being  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  we  must  admit 
them  as  constituting  a  distinct  class  of  by  no  means  unimportant 
ailments  of  the  womb.  But  even  thongh  they  were  themselves 
of  but  little  moment,  it  would  nevertheless  be  very  necessary  that 
we  should  learn  to  distinguish  them  from  other  and  more  serious 
uterine  ailments,  with  which  some  of  them  are,  on  a  superficial 
examination,  very  likely  to  be  confounded. 

With  ordinary  care,  indeed,  any  misplacement  of  the  whole 
uterus,  assuming,  as  it  usually  does,  the  form  of  retroversion,  can 
scarcely  be  overlooked  or  mistaken,  for  the  fundus  uteri  tlirown 
backwards,  and  often  downwards,  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  womb  directed  forwards,  and  tilted  upwards 
against  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes,  are  characteristic  indications 
of  the  change  in  its  position.  The  sources  of  fallacy  are,  however, 
far  more  numerous  in  those  cases  in  Avhich  the  organ  is  flexed  and 
its  body  is  bent  upon  the  cervix,  producing  a  tumor  wliich  may  be 
mistaken  for  ovarian  disease,  or  for  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus, 
or  for  one  of  those  extravasations  of  blood  around  the  substance  of 
tlie  womb,  to  which,  under  the  name  of  uterine  hixjmatoeele,  attcn- 
tif»n  has  of  late  years  been  cspcciall}'  dii'ectcd.  In  cases  where  the 
uterus  is  bont  forwards,  the  sonrc-es  of  error  are  less  numerous  tlian 
in  cases  of  its  retr(^)tkixion,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  anything  ex(!ept 
a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  anterior  uterine  wall  which  is  likely  to 
throw  uncertainty  upon  our  diagnosis,  though  I  have  found  the 
discrimination  between  flexion  of  the  womb  and  the  i)rosence  of  a 
fibrous  tunujr  in  its  wall  to  be  sometimes  so  difficult  as  to  be 
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almost  impossible.     The  tumor  formed  by  a  flexion  of  the  womb 
usually  begins  immediately  above  its  cervix,  and  the  substance  of 
the  organ  may  be  traced  passing  over  into  it.     At  the  same  time 
no  enlargement  of  the  uterus  can  be  felt  by  the  finger  carried  in 
front  of  the  cervix  in  cases  of  retroflexion,  or  behind  it  in  cases  of 
anteflexion,  while  if  the  patient  lie  upon  her  back,  and  pressure  is 
made  with  one  hand  over  the  pubes  and  the  other  in  the  vagina, 
the  absence  of  any  pelvic  tumor  maj^  in  general  be  readily  ascer- 
tained.    Moreover,  in  many  instances,  pressure  with  the  finger  in 
the  vagina  upon   the  uterine  tumor  imparts   to  it  a  degree  of 
mobility  without  at  all  altering  the  position  of  the  cervix,  such  as 
would  not  be  possible  in  the  case  of  a  fibrous  outgrowth  from  the 
organ.     This,  however,  is  not  always  practicable  ;  for  on  the  one 
hand,  the  tenderness  of  the  flexed  womb  not  infrequently  prevents 
any  steady  pressure  upon  it  being  borne  by  the  patient ;  and  on 
the  other,  steady  and  long-continued  pressure  does  not  always 
modify  the  position  of  the  organ, — and  this  even  though  no  morbid 
adhesion  connect  its  fundus  with  adjacent  parts.     In  a  very  large 
number  of  the  doubtful  cases  we  should  remain  in  uncertainty  for 
a  very  long  time,  and  come  at  length  to  a  hesitating  decision,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  help  afibrded  us  by  the  uterine  sound.     If  this 
instrument  is  introduced  with  its  concavity  directed  either  back- 
wards or  forwards,  according  as  the  tumor  is  situated  in  front  of 
the  cervix  or  behind  it,  and  if  it  be  then  gently  and  carefully 
turned  round,  we  shall  find  that  the  tumor,  previously  so  distinct, 
will  completely  disappear,  though  often  to  be  immediately  repro- 
duced with  the  same  character,  and  of  precisely  the  same  size  as 
before,  the  moment  that  the  instrument  is  withdrawn.     The  sound 
aftbrds  at  the  same  time  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  per- 
fect mobility  of  the  uterus,  and  the  absence  of  any  such  increase 
of  its  weight  as  the  existence  of  a  tumor  in  its  walls  must  of 
necessity  occasion. 

Valuable,  however,  as  is  this  means  of  diagnosis,  it  is  yet  not 
without  some  sources  of  fallacy,  while  its  employment  leads  occa- 
sionally to  no  satisfactory  results.  The  instrument  will  sometimes 
not  pass  beyond  the  internal  os  uteri ;  and  though  pressure  upwards 
against  the  tumor,  so  as  to  lessen  the  bend  of  the  cervical  canal, 
not  infrequently  enables  us  to  introduce  it,  yet  this  is  not  always 
the  case ;  and  I  need  not  say  that  force  is  never  allowable  in  order 
to  overcome  the  difiiculty.  But  even  in  these  cases,  the  absence 
of  any  considerable  sense  of  weight  when  the  organ  is  poised  upon 
the  instrument  strengthens  the  presumption  against  the  existence 
of  any  uterine  tumor.  Further,  a  fibrous  tumor  projecting  into 
the  recto-vaginal  pouch  may  present  many  of  the  characters  of  the 
retroflected  womb,  while  the  fact  that  such  a  growth  not  infre- 
quently flexes  the  organ,  and  causes  it  slightly  to  deviate  from  its 
natural  direction,  increases  the  probability  of  error.  If,  too,  on 
turning  round  the  sound  after  its  introduction,  the  handle  of  the 
instrument  be  much  depressed,  its  other  end  will  of  course  be  cor- 
respondingly raised,  ar^d  a  uterine  tumor  being  thus  carried  out 
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of  easy  reacli  of  the  fingers,  may  apparent!}^  disappear,  and  the 
case  be  thus  mistaken  for  one  of  -simple  flexion  of  the  womb.  The 
safeguard  against  this  error  is  found  in  the  precaution  of  not  other- 
wise altering  the  position  of  the  sound,  when  the  instrument  is 
turned  round.  The  existence  of  adhesions,  indeed,  prevents  any 
attempt  at  replacing  the  flexed  womb  from  being  successful,  and 
thus  deprives  us  of  one  means  of  diagnosis,  though  even  in  such 
cases  the  direction  in  which  the  sound  enters  with  faciUty,  and  the 
fact  that  in  no  direction  but  that  one  will  it  enter  at  all,  are  not 
without  value.  Ovarian  tumors  are  almost  always  larger  and  more 
spherical  than  the  retroflected  fundus  uteri,  and  the  finger  will  in 
general  detect  the  body  of  the  uterus  driven  forwards  by  the  tumor, 
while  with  the  finger  of  one  hand  in  the  vagina,  and  the  other 
hand  over  the  pubes,  the  practitioner  will  in  general  be  able  to 
satisfy  himself  as  to  the  exact  relations  of  the  organ, -even  though 
attempts  to  introduce  the  sound  should  not  be  successful.  The 
same  statement  also  holds  good  with  reference  to  uterine  heemato- 
cele,  and  further,  the  tumor  which  it  produces  does  not  usually 
present  the  same  degree  of  resistance  as  the  retroflected  uterus. 
One  of  the  largest  uterine  haematoceles,  however,  which  has  ever 
come  under  my  notice  had  produced  complete  retroversion  of  the 
organ,  and  thus  rendered  diagnosis  very  difiicult.  In  such  a  case, 
and  indeed  in  others  where  tumors  have  flexed  the  womb,  or  have 
much  altei^ed  its  position,  the  risks  of  error  are  very  great  indeed. 
I  do  not  mean  to  claim  for  the  sound  the  advantage  of  always 
enabling  us  to  come  to  a  correct  conclusion,  but  only  to  express 
my  conviction  that  it  is  a  very  valuable  help  to  diagnosis,  and  that 
it  restricts  the  doubtful  cases  within  very  narrow  limits,  and  enables 
us  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  to  express  ourselves  at  once 
and  230sitively  with  reference  to  questions  which  otherwise  would 
often  be  very  obscure. 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  appropriate  treatment 
of  these  misplacements;  a  questioii  which  has  received  two  difier- 
ent  answers,  according  as  practitioners  have  confined  themselves 
to  the  endeavor  to  remove  those  ailments  with  which  the  malpo- 
sition was  associated,  and  to  which  the  symptoms  appeared  to  be 
directly  due  ;  or,  as  thoy  have  aimed  at  something  more,  and  liave 
attempted  to  restore  the  uterus  to  its  right  position,  and  to  maintain 
it  there  by  mechanical  contrivances.  Of  the  continental  writers 
who  first  called  special  attention  to  these  misplacements  of  the 
womb,  Schweighjiuscr  contented  himself  with  the  employment  of 
remedies  calculated  to  remove  the  constipation,  and  to  relievo  the 
congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  and  states,  that  having  accom- 
plished these  objects  he  found  that  the  uterus  returned  invariably 
to  its  proper  position  ;  and  Schmitt  also  coincided,  in  the  main,  in 
the  same  opinion.  A  view,  in  many  respects  similar,  has  been 
ably  advocated  by  J)r.  Oldham,'  who  regards  the  misplacement  of 
the  womb  as  being  invariably  the  secondary  consequence  of  its 

'  (Jay's  lldHpltai  liaports,  second  serios,  vol.  vi. 
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enlargement,  and  insists  on  the  special  advantages  of  tlie  use  of 
tlie  bichloride  of  mercury  in  removing  this  condition.  Schmitt 
attempts  in  his  essay  to  discriminate  between  cases  of  primary 
misplacement  of  the  womb,  and  those  in  which  its  altered  position 
is  secondary  to  some  enlargement,  or  to  some  inflammatory  affec- 
tion of  the  organ.  He  never  employs  any  means  for  the  purpose 
of  replacing  the  womb  so  long  as  either  constitutional  disturbance 
or  local  tenderness  of  the  uterus  is  present,  and  recognizes  the 
frequency  of  spontaneous  replacement  of  the  womb  after  their 
removal ;  for  accomplishing  which  he  trusts,  like  Schweighauser, 
chiefly  to  rest,  and  to  the  clue  evacuation  of  the  intestinal  canal 
by  the  regular  administration  of  saline  aperients.  If  the  misplace- 
ment sho'uld  still  continue,  or  if  the  case  was  already  chronic  in 
character  at  the  time  of  its  coming  under  treatment,  he  approves 
of  careful  attempts  being  made  to  replace  the  womb.  These  at- 
tempts consist  in  pressure  upon  the  fundus  with  the  finger  in  the 
vagina,  or  sometimes  in  the  rectum,  and  he  throws  out  the  sugges- 
tion that  possibly  in  some  instances  a  contrivance  employed  by 
Professor  Richter,  of  Moscow,^  for  replacing  the  womb  retroverted 
in  pregnancy,  may  be  of  service.  As  a  subsidiary  means  tending 
to  promote  the  replacement  of  the  organ,  Schmitt  further  recom- 
mends that  the  patient  should  lie  upon  her  side  with  the  hips 
raised,  an  attitude  to  be  changed  only  for  that  on  the  abdomen, 
and  that  she  should  carefully  avoid  lying  on  the  back;  recommen- 
dations, all  of  which  are  much  insisted  on  by  many  practitioners 
at  the  present  day,  who  place  their  patients  on  the  prone  couch  in 
every  case  of  retroversion  or  retroflexion  of  the  womb.  Lastly, 
whenever  the  disposition  to  retroversion  of  the  womb  continues 
in  spite  of  treatment,  he  employs  one  of  Levret's  disk  pessaries, 
made  with  an  aperture  sufiiciently  large  to  admit  of  its  embracing 
the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  following  in  this  Levret's  own  directions 
as  laid  down  in  his  paper  on  anteversion  of  the  womb.^ 

This  essay  of  Schmitt's,  to  which  the  particulars  of  nine  cases 
are  appended,  and  which  is  even  at  the  present  day  by  far  the  most 
complete  and  most  valuable  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  continued  to  be  the  guide  of  practice  in  Germany  until  the 
publication  of  Dr.  Simpson's  ingenious  observations.  Dr.  Simp- 
son not  only  drew  attention  in  this  country  and  in  France  to  the 
frequency  of  these  misplacements,  which  had  previously  been  so 
much  underrated,  but  he  also  insisted  on  their  mechanical  rectifi- 
cation as  the  most  important  means  of  removing  their  symptoms, 
and  suggested  a  novel  contrivance  both  for  replacing  the  womb 
and  for  maintaining  it  in  its  position. 

His  first  proposal,  to  replace  the  womb  by  means  of  the  uterine 
sound  (an  instrument  which  owes  almost  all  its  practical  utility  to 

1  See  Eichter's  Synopsis  Praxis  Medico- Obstetricice,  4to.,  Mosqu?e,  1810,  plate  ii, 
p.  70,  for  a  description  of  this  instrument,  which  was  composed  of  a  curved  stem 
of  wood,  terminated  by  a  kind  of  plug,  which  was  covered  with  a  cushion,  and  was 
intended  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  Ions;  and  strong  finger  in  replacing  the  womb. 

2  Already  referred  to  in  Journal  de  Mededne,  etc. ,  p.  280. 
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the  alterations  wliicli  lie  lias  made  in  its  form),  seems  to  have  been 
anticipated  by  Osiander  in  1808,^  who  describes  the  introduction 
of  a  slightly  curved  instrument  into  the  retroverted  womb,  by 
turning  which  round,  the  fundus  uteri  was  at  once  restored  to  its 
proper  position.  Osiander's  suggestion,  however,  was  disregarded, 
and  his  facts  were  discredited  and  soon  forgotten.  Velpeau  claims^ 
the  invention  of  a  pessary  with  a  somewhat  elastic  stem  projecting 
from  the  centre  of  a  semicircular  disk.  The  disk  being  turned 
forwards  in  cases  of  retroversion,  and  backwards  in  cases  of  the 
opposite  kind  of  misplacement,  the  tendency  of  the  elastic  stem 
would  be  gradually  to  restore  the  womb  to  its  proper  position, 
and  gently  to  maintain  it  there.  His  trials,  appear,  however,  by 
his  own  admission,  to  have  been  but  few,  and  their  results  were 
not  encouraging. 

Dr.  Simpson,  believing  that  in  the  great  majority  of  instances 
the  symptoms  associated  with  misplacementof  the  womb,  and  also 
the  changes  which  the  organ  may  present,  are  mainly  dependent 
on  its  malposition,  insists  on  the  reposition  of  the  womb,  and  on 
the  employment  of  mechanical  means  to  secure  its  continuing  in 
its  place.  He  proposes  to  accomplish  the  first  object  by  means  of 
the  uterine  sound,  and  the  second  by  means  of  a  wire  stem  intro- 
duced into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  maintained  there  by 
suitable  contrivances.  This  instrument  underwent  several  altera- 
tions in  Dr.  Simpson's  hands,  and  although  it  has  since  been 
modified  by  the  late  Professor  Kiwisch  of  Prague,  yet  Simpson's 
uterine  supporter,  with  the  improvements  devised  by  M.  Valleix, 
of  Paris,  appears  to  me  to  be  by  far  the  safest,  and  the  best 
adapted  for  its  purpose. 

Dr.  Simpson's  paper  was  not  accompanied  b}"  any  detail  of  cases, 
and  contained  scarcely  any  hint  as  to  possible  dangers  or  difliculties 
in  the  employment  of  his  instrument.  The  attention  of  practi- 
tioners in  this  country  had  been  called  b}'  him  to  an  ailment,  the 
possible  occurrence  of  which  they  had  previously  scarcely  recog- 
nized, while  the  simplicity  and  ingenuity  of  his  proposed  means  of 
cure  recommended  it  to  almost  universal  adoption.  Some  doubts, 
indeed,  were  expressed  on  theoretical  grounds,  as  to  the  probable 
result  of  maintaining  a  foreign  body  for  weeks  or  months  together 
in  the  uterine  cavity.  These  were,  however,  silenced  for  a  time  by 
the  detail  of  cases  by  difierent  writers,  in  which  the  instrument 
was  worn  for  a  long  period,  not  only  without  injury,  but  with  very 
obvious  advantage.  Still,  by  degrees,  unfavorable  results  began 
to  be  moregcncrally  heard  of;  much  uterine  pain,  almost  constant 
leucorrhcca,  associated  with  a  distressing  sense  of  pruritus;  mcnor- 
rliagia,  and  hemorrhage  between  the  menstrual  periods,  were  found 
to  be  of  no  vciy  rare  fxKMirreiice.  The  advocates  of  the  mechanical 
treatment  of  tlicsc  aihiu'iits,  too,  became  in  time  impressed  with 

'  Med.  Cliir.  Zeihi/if/,  1808,  vol.  iv,  j).  170,  a^^  ([iiolnl  in  n  note  at  p.  5-1  of  Sc'limill . 
op.  cit. 

«  Lib.  cit.  ]i.  102. 
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the  necessity  for  greater  caution.  They  not  only  removed  the  in- 
strument at  the  menstrual  periods,  which  at  first  they  were  not 
accustomed  to  do,  but  tried  to  habituate  the  womb  by  degrees  to 
its  presence,  introducing  it  at  first  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a 
half  at  a  time,  while  some  even  recommended  that  it  should  on  no 
occasion  be  allowed  to  remain  longer  than  three  or  four  hours 
within  the  womb.  Inconveniences  such  as  these,  the  incomplete- 
ness of  the  patient's  temporary  recovery  in  some  instances,  the 
frequency  of  her  relapse  in  many  more,  the  occurrence  of  serious 
inflammation  of  the  womb,  or  of  dangerous  peritonitis,  and  some 
instances  of  death  from  the  use  of  the  instrument,  have  now  led 
to  its  almost  universal  discontinuance. 

It  is  probable  that  in  a  few  years  more  the  uterine  supporter 
and  its  uses  will  have  become  mere  matter  of  history.  It  would 
not,  however,  be  right  at  present  merely  to  condemn  it  without 
at  the  same  time  assigning  the  reasons  which  appear  to  have  led 
most  practitioners  to  abandon  it. 

1st.  The  safe  employment  of  the  instrument  requires  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  its  use  should  be  continued  for  only  a  very  few  hours 
at  a  time ;  a  necessity  which  implies  that  every  woman  who  is 
submitted  to  this  mode  of  treatment  shall  undergo  two  vaginal 
examinations  every  day,  the  one  for  the  introduction  of  the  instru- 
ment and  the  other  for  its  withdrawal. 

2d.  The  quietude  which  its  use  imposes,  and  the  restriction  to 
which  the  patient  is  compelled  to  submit  in  order  to  avoid  severe 
sufiering  and  the  risk  of  serious  danger,  are  at  least  as  absolute  in 
their  kind  and  as  irksome  to  be  borne  as  those  which  any  other 
mode  of  treatment  involves,  while  it  is  necessary  to  continue  them 
for  as  long  a  time. 

3d.  In  spite  of  all  precautions,  the  treatment  is  generally  painful, 
often  dangerous,  sometimes  fatal ;  and  the  untoward  accidents  have 
not  been  by  any  means  constantly  attributable  to  want  of  prudence 
either  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  or  of  his  patient. 

4th.  Cure,  even  by  the  long-continued  employment  of  this  means 
for  several  months,  is  uncertain,  while  relapses  are  very  frequent 
after  the  mechanical  support  is  discontinued  ;  besides  which  the 
permanent  cure  of  the  misplacement  is  far  from  being  always 
followed  by  the  cessation  of  the  symptoms.^ 

1  To  meet  assertions  hj  mere  counter-statement  is  invidious,  and  carries  no 
convictions  to  those  whose  opinions  dilfer  from  our  own.  I  will  therefore  adduce 
here  the  testimony  of  two  men  whose  position  and  character  entitle  their  opinion 
to  especial  weight. 

In  the  discussion  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  M.  Dubois  stated 
that  he  had  himself  treated  more  than  twenty  patients  by  means-  of  the  uterine 
supporter,  which  in  some  instances  was  worn  for  several  months,  but  that  the 
misplacement  reproduced  itself  within  a  very  short  time  after  the  removal  of  the 
instrument;  and  that  he  had  made  a  similar  observation  in  the  case  of  many 
patients  who,  having  been  thus  treated  by  M.  Valleix.  and  Dr.  Simpson,  had  been 
dismissed  bj'^  those  gentlemen  as  cured. 

Professor  Scanzoni,  in  a  note  appended  to  the  fourth  edition  of  Kiwisch's  work 
on  the  Diseases  of  Women,  which  he  edited  after  the  author's  death,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 

"  The  observation  of  fifty-six  cases  of  flexion  of  the  uterus  during  the  past  four 
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On  these  accounts,  though  I  have  tried  the  uterine  supporter 
in  a  few  cases,  I  have  now  for  some  time  quite  given  up  its  em- 
ployment, and  content  myself  with  a  mode  of  treatment,  which, 
though  it  seems  to  promise  less,  yet  almost  always  aftbrds  great 
relief,  while  in  a  large  number  of  instances  it  quite  removes  the 
patient's  suflerings,  and  is  not  infrequently  followed  by  the  com- 
plete rectification  of  the  position  of  the  womb.  I  believe,  too, 
that  even  they  who  were  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of  the 
uterine  supporter  in  this  country  have  silently  almost  renounced 
its  use ;  and  M.  Aran^  states  that  M.  Valleix,  who  strove  with  so 
much  ability  to  introduce  it  in  France,  ''had  towards  the  close  of 
his  life,  almost  completely  abandoned  its  employment,  substituting 
for  it  the  replacement  of  the  womb  with  the  uterine  sound,  fol- 
lowed by  the  introduction  of  an  air  pessary  either  in  front  of  the 
womb  or  behind  it,  according  to  the  direction  in  which  the  flexion 
had  taken  place." 

The  principle  upon  which  I  act  in  the  management  of  these 
cases  amounts  pretty  much  to  this  :  that  to  the  best  of  my  power 
I  take  care  of  the  general  symptoms,  and  leave  the  misplacement 
to  take  care  of  itself.  In  a  very  large  number  of  instances  the 
misplacement  succeeds  to  delivery  or  to  miscarriage,. and  the  womb 
is,  as  might  be  anticipated,  in  a  state  of  imperfect  involution.  In 
these  circumstances  rest  for  a  season  in  bed  or  on  a  couch,  occa- 
sional leeching  if  there  be  much  tenderness  of  the  organ,  and  the 
strictest  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  bowels,  which  should  be 
kept  freely  open  by  moderate  doses  of  saline  aperients,  seldom  fail 
speedily  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  the  womb  and  of  the  pelvic 
vessels,  and  to  place  the  organ  in  the  most  favorable  condition  for 
the  accomplishment  of  those  processes  by  which  its  bulk  may  be 
reduced.  With  the  approach  of  each  menstrual  period,  precau- 
tions should  be  redoubled,  for  menstruation  is  very  often  excessive 
in  quantity,  and  also  irregular  and  over-frequent  in  its  return  ; 
anticipating  the  proper  time  of  its  reappearance,  and,  moreover, 
after  its  apparent  cessation  coming  on  again  causelessly  or  on  the 
slightest  occasion.  In  proportion  as  this  evil  is  chronic,  may  we 
use  more  decided  means  to  check  it.  The  sulphuric  acid  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia  if  the  bowels  be  at  all  constipated,  the  sul- 
phate of  alum  if  that  condition  do  not  exist,  or  the  gallic  acid  or 
infusion  of  matico,  may  bo  given  internally,  accompanied,  if  there 

years  cornpols  me  to  express  my  decided  conviction  that  the  meclianicnl  treatment 
of  tills  affection  so  elaborately  set  forth  by  the  nuthor  is  either  useless  or  positively 
mischievuus."  After  addueinjij  some  reasons  for  this  opinion,  ho  eonchides:  "I 
will  merely  add,  that  situ-e  I  liave  quite  discontinued  Icaviniij  tlie  sound  in  the 
utei'iis,  eiiiployinf^  the  uterine  su))porter,  and  so  on,  and  have  contented  myself 
with  till!  use  of  cold  va/,Miuil  injections,  with  the  aiitipiiio,Li,istic  treatment  of  any 
chronic  uterine  iiiflamnuition,  and  the  application  of  caustic  to  any  ulceration  of 
the  OS  uti'ri,  and  with  tin;  endeavor  to  remove  the  chlorotic  symptoms  which  are 
sehloni  absent,  1  have  been  much  better  salislied  with  the  results  of  my  treatment 
than  J  was  at  the  lime  when  1  allowed  myself  to  bo  seduced  into  the  aiipliciition 
of  a  variety  of  nicehanicul  contrivances. " — Op.  ct<.,vol.i,  pp.  185,  13G. 
1   Op.  clL,  1015.  ^ 
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be  much  pain,  with  the  tincture  of  henbane,  or  of  Indian  hemp, 
neither  of  whicli  has  the  same  tendency  as  opium  to  produce 
constipation.  Cold  enemata  twice  a  day  may  be  employed  after 
the  second  or  third  day  of  the  discharge,  and  in  more  obstinate 
cases,  even  vaginal  injections  of  matico  or  alum.  I  have  not, 
however,  ventured  upon  those  intra-uterine  injections  or  cauteriz- 
ations of  the  inner  surface  of  the  womb  which  Kiwisch  sometimes 
resorted  to,  both  during  the  presence  of  the  catamenia  and  also  in 
the  intervals  between  their  flow. 

In  almost  all  cases  of  these  ailments,  a  state  of  general  debility, 
often  of  very  considerable  ansemia,  is  present,  and  chalybeate 
remedies  are  therefore  nearly  always  of  service.  As  a  general 
rule,  there  is  none  more  suitable  than  the  combination  of  iron  with 
an  aperient  salt,  which  I  recommended  to  you  when  speaking  of 
the  management  of  cases  of  menorrhagia.^  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  3'our  prescriptions  may  here,  as  in  other  cases,  require  to  be 
varied  according  to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  your  patient  or  the  pecu- 
liarities of  her  case. 

After  the  general  uterine  tenderness  has  been  diminished  if 
necessary  by  previous  leeching,  recourse  may  be  had  with  advan- 
tage to  the  cold  douche,  which  both  restrains  hemorrhage  and 
leucorrhoea,  lessens  congestion,  and  tends  to  bring  about  contrac- 
tion of  the  lax  tissues  of  the  enlarged  womb.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, the  douche  occasions  pain  ;  and  when  this  is  the  case,  the 
cold  hip-bath,  cold  sponging  of  the  loins,  and  cold  vaginal  injec- 
tions may  be  substituted  for  it,  since,  though  less  efficacious,  they 
exert  a  similar  influence. 

Pain,  referred  to  one  or  other  ovarian  region,  and  varying  in 
severity  much  and  causelessly,  is  a  very  frequent  attendant  on 
these  malpositions  of  the  womb.  It  is  generally  much  relieved 
by  counter-irritation,  by  means  either  of  small  blisters  not  kept 
on  for  a  sufficiently  long  time  to  produce  vesication,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  a  croton  oil  liniment,  which  must  be  applied  by 
means  of  a  piece  of  sponge,  not  rubbed  into  the  part ;  or  by  the 
use,  if  the  skin  be  very  irritable,  of  the  milder  liniment  of  aconite 
and  belladonna.^ 

As  in  the  course  of  other  uterine  ailments,  so  in  these,  there 
are  occasional  attacks  of  violent  paroxysmal  pain,  which,  though 
not  limited  in  their  occurrence  to  the  menstrual  periods,  are  more 
apt  to  come  on  at  those  times,  and  sometimes  call  for  immediate 
relief.  The  local  application  of  chloroform  often  gives  ease  ;  and 
the  mitigation  of  sufl'ering  which  it  procures  frequently  continues. 
I  have,  however,  in  a  few  instances,  known  the  pain  to  be  more 
severe  and  more  lasting  than  the  remedy  so  applied  could  remove; 
and  when  that  is  the  case,  its  present  intensity  may  be  relieved  by 
inhalation  of  chloroform,  and  its  return  prevented  or  mitigated 
by  the  occasional  use  of  opiate  enemata,  or  by  the  administration 
of  camphor  and  morphia,  or  camphor  and  belladonna,  which 

1  See  Formula  Xo.  1,  p.  46.  2    gge  Formula  No.  10,  p.  121. 


186  TREATMENT    OF    FLEXIONS    OF    THE    UTERUS. 

last  remedy,  tliougli  somewliat  uncertain,  is  often  of  very  great 
utility. 

But  you  may  inquire  whether  in  these  cases  I  reject  not  only 
the  use  of  permanent  mechanical  supports  for  the  uterus,  hut  also 
the  employment  of  mechanical  means  for  its  replacement?  Now, 
I  believe  that,  with  the  exception  of  those  rare  instances  in  which 
the  misplacement  is  the  result  of  some  sudden  shock  or  violence, 
mechanical  interference  is  rarely  desirable ;  and  that  the  womb 
will  of  its  own  accord  gradually  revert  to  its  proper  position,  or, 
continuing  misplaced,  will  cease,  when  its  attendant  ailments  have 
been  removed,  to  give  rise  by  its  mere  misplacement  to  any  incon- 
venience. While,  therefore,  I  use  the  sound  as  a  means,  and  I 
believe  a  very  valuable  means,  of  diagnosis,  I  do  not  resort  to  that 
frequent  replacement  of  the  organ  by  it  which  has  been  adopted 
by  some  practitioners,  who  yet  hesitate  to  leave  any  kind  of  sup- 
port permanently  within  the  uterus.  I  do  not  follow  this  plan, 
because,  while  suffering  occasionally  remains  for  a  considerable 
time  after  the  introduction  of  the  instrument,  the  womb  almost 
invariably  falls  back  again  to  its  previous  unnatural  position  after 
its  withdrawal. 

There  has  been  much  debate  about  the  use  of  pessaries  in  these 
cases,  since,  while  still  employed  by  some  practitioners,  they  are 
decried  as  altogether  unserviceable  by  others,  and  chiefly  by  the 
advocates  of  the  intra-uterine  supporter.  It  must  be  confessed 
that  they  are  very  imperfect  means  of  support;  but,  nevertheless, 
I  have  seen  much  relief  from  their  employment  in  cases  of  retro- 
flexion and  retroversion  of  the  womb.  They  serve  to  keep  the 
uterus  comparatively  fixed  in  the  pelvis,  and  spare  it  from  many 
of  the  painful  shocks  to  which  the  organ  is  otherwise  almost 
unavoidably  exposed  when  the  patient  begins  to  move  about, 
and  especially  when  she  sits.  They  moreover  diminish,  in  many 
instances,  the  painful  straining  eftbrts  at  defecation;  a  fact  which 
shows  how  much  more  that  ailment  partakes  of  a  neuralgic  char- 
acter than  of  that  of  a  disorder  due  to  mechanical  causes.  The 
kind  of  pessary  which  has  seemed  to  me  usually  most  serviceable 
is  one  of  Indian-ruljber,  of  an  oval  form,  inflated  with  air,  which, 
being  introduced  in  the  cul-de-sac  between  the  uterus  and  the 
rectum,  serves  to  support  and  to  keep  stead}^  the  fundus  of  the 
womb.  The  recent  employment  of  vulcanized  Indian-rubber  and 
gutta  percha  for  these  purposes,  and  the  various  modilicatious  of 
these  instruments  which  the  new  materials  have  rciulcrcd  possible, 
may  probably  lead  to  the  invention  of  some  useful  varieties  of 
pessary  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of  different  cases.  One  of 
these  I  must  mention,  since  it  acts  on  a  ditl'crcnt  principle  from 
others,  and  promises,  as  far  as  my  limited  experience  of  it  at 
present  enables  me  to  judge,  to  be  very  serviceable  in  some  cases 
of  retroversion  or  retroflexion  of  the  womb.  The  idea  of  the 
instfi'urncnt  is,  that  mis[>lacement  of  the  womb  may  be  corrected 
by  affording  Kui)port  to  the  vaginal  wall,  and  thus  rendering  it 
unyielding.    Under  the  name  of  the  lever  pessary,  it  was,  I  believe, 
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first  suggested  by  Dr.  Hodge  of  Philadelphia  ;^  but  a  preferable 
form  appears  to  me  to  be  that  devised  by  my  friend  Dr.  Priestley, 
and  which  may  be  obtained  of  all  instrument-makers.  It  consists 
of  a  frame  of  gntta  percha,  of  the  thickness  of  an  ordinary  goose- 
quill,  or  a  littfe  thicker,  about  five  inches  long,  twisted  into  some- 
what of  a  fiddle  shape,  its  upper  end  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
broad,  its  two  limbs  approaching  till  they  unite  in  a  sort  of  button, 
and  the  whole  instrument  having  a  gentle  curve  like  that  of  an 
italic  /.  The  instrument  is  introduced  with  its  broad  end  in  the 
cul-de-sac  between  the  uterus  and  rectum ;  while  to  the  button  at 
the  other  end,  projecting  beyond  the  vulva,  are  attached  four 
vulcanized  Indian-rubber  straps,  which  are  fastened  to  a  belt  that 
surrounds  the  abdomen.  These  straps,  indeed,  are  by  no  means 
constantly  necessary;  and  I  have  found  the  pessary,  when  em- 
ployed without  them,  sometimes  keep  in  its  position  very  well, 
and  afford  great  comfort  to  the  wearer. 


LECTURE    XII L 

MISPLACEMENTS  OE  THE  UTEKUS. 

Inversion  of  the  Uterus,  generally  occui's  during  labor  ;  sometimes  spontane- 
ously; symptoms  usually  very  formidable.  Its  chronic  form  ;  tendency  of  it 
to  destroy  life;  occasional  exceptions  to  this  rule;  alleged  spontaneous  replace- 
ment of  uterus.  Diagnosis,  and  management  of  accident  when  recent ;  state 
of  womb  modifies  chances  of  replacement,  which  are  very  small,  except  Avhen 
attempted  immediately. 

Chronic  Inversion,  its  management;  extirpation  of  uterus;  causes  modifying  suc- 
cess of  operation.  Errors  of  diagnosis,  how  to  avoid  them ;  further  cautions 
as  to  best  mode  of  operating. 

Inversion  from  Polypus.     Practical  cautions  respecting  it. 

Ascent  or  Uterus  ;  its  various  causes  and  diagnostic  value. 

Those  forms  of  uterine  misplacement  to  which  our  attention 
has  hitherto  been  directed,  claimed  our  notice  as  much  from  the 
frequency  of  their  occurrence  as  from  the  importance  of  their 
symptoms.  "We  found  them  to  be  the  occasion  of  discomfort  of 
various  kinds,  and  not  seldom  the  exciting  cause  of  much  dis- 
turbance of  the  uterine  functions ;  but  in  scarcely  any  instance 
were  they  of  themselves  dangerous  to  life,  while  they  moreover 
always  admitted  of  much  palliation,  often  indeed  of  complete  cure. 

We  have  now,  however,  to  turn  to  the  study  of  a  form  of  uterine 
misplacement,  which,  though,  happily  of  very  rare  occurrence,  is 
one  of  the  most  grievous  accidents  which  can  befall  a  woman,  inas- 
much as  its  almost  invariable  tendency  is  to  destroy  life,  while  the 
renaedy  to  which  alone  we  can  resort  in  the  greater  number  of 
cases  for  its  cure  is  an  operation  of  a  most  hazardous  kind,  one 

1  On  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women,  8vo.,  Philadelphia,  1860,  p.  330. 


188  SYMPTOMS    OF 

which  mutilates  the  patient,  and  renders  her  forever  incapable  of 
performing  the  functions  of  her  sex. 

Inversion  of  the  uterus,  the  turning  of  the  organ  inside  out,  is  an 
accident  clearly  impossible  in  the  natural  condition  of  the  unim- 
pregnated  womb ;  it  being  obviously  essential  for  its  occurrence 
that  the  organ  should  have  attained  a  certain  size,  and  that  its 
walls  should  be  comparatively  yielding.  It  is  indeed  only  at  an 
advanced  period  of  pregnancy  that  these  conditions  are  generally 
met  with,  and  only  during  labor  that  an  exciting  cause  is  likely 
to  be  superadded  capable  of  producing  the  misplacement ;  but  at 
that  time  violent  traction  at  the  funis  by  some  unskilled  practi- 
tioner, before  the  detachment  of  the  placenta,  may  mechanically 
invert  the  womb,  or  the  organ  may  by  its  own  contractions  invert 
itself,  just  as  the  intestine  does  in  cases  of  intussusception.  The 
late  Mr.  Crosse  of  N'orwich,  in  his  very  elaborate  Essay  on  Inver- 
sion of  the  Uterus^  which  unhappily  he  did  not  live  to  complete, 
states^  that  in  35.0  out  of  400  cases  of  inverted  uterus  of  which  he 
had  found  mention,  the  accident  occurred  as  a  consequence  of  par- 
turition ;  and  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  real 
proportion  of  cases  in  which  it  is  traceable  to  this  cause  is  much 
higher  than  seven  to  one.  Of  the  remaining  fifty  cases,  forty  were 
said  to  have  occurred  in  connection  with  the  presence  of  a  polypus 
in  the  interior  of  the  womb,  the  accident  sometimes  taking  place 
spontaneously,  in  other  instances  resulting  from  traction  at  the 
outgrowth  in  some  attempt  to  accomplish  its  removal. 

Almost  all  of  those  rare  cases  in  which  the  uterus  is  alleged  to 
have  become  inverted  independently  of  either  of  the  above  causes, 
are  deficient  in  such  details  as  are  needed  to  substantiate  their 
correctness,  and  doubt  may  be  reasonably  entertained  with  refer- 
ence either  to  the  accuracy  of  the  diagnosis,  or  else  as  to  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  history  related  by  the  patient.^  Enlargement  of  the 
uterine  cavity,  however,  associated  with  some  cause  -capable  of 
exciting  contraction  of  its  fibres,  may  be  looked  on  as  the  two 
conditions  essential  to  the  inversion  of  the  organ  ;  and  where 
these  two  coexist,  as  in  Dr.  Thatcher's  case  of  enlargement  of  the 
womb  from  hydatids,^  there  the  possibility  of  inversion  taking- 
place  must  be  conceded. 

ISTo  instance  has  come  under  my  own  observation  of  uterine 
inversion  in  the  recent  state,  and  indeed  the  annals  of  the  Dublin 
Lying-in  Hospital  and  those  of  the  London  Maternity  Cluirity 
sufiiciently  illustrate  the  rarity  of  the  accident,  since  it  was  not 

1  Part  ii,  p.  70.  . 

2  Baiulclocqiic's  rnmarkablG  case  of  allopjod  invorsion  of  the  womb  in  a  girl 
flftoon  years  old,  who  suiforcd  from  monorrhagia,  appears  to  mo  to  lio  one  in  which 
wo  may  be  allowed  to  onttM-tain  some  doubt  as  to  the  aecniracy  of  the  diagnosis; 
while  nothing  can  bo  vaguer  than  the  history  of  LislVanc's  patient  (('li>i!(}iie 
C'hh'UTfji.r.ale,  vol.  iii,  p.  380),  whose  symptoms  arc  said  to  have  existed  live  years 
before  sh(!  came  under  his  observation. 

'  As  narrated  in  Crosse's  Essay,  part  i,  p.  67. 


INVERSION    OF    THE    UTERUS.  189 

once  met  witli  in  a  total  of  more  than  140,000  labors.^  Its  symp- 
toms, as  detailed  in  works  on  midwifery,  are  so  appalling  and  so 
characteristic,  that  it  would  seem  almost  impossible  either  to  over- 
look or  to  misinterpret  them.  Sudden  collapse,  accompanying 
abundant  hemorrhage,  associated  with  disappearance  of  the  tumor 
formed  by  the  uterus  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  presence  of  a  large 
spherical  body  either  just  within  the  vagina,  or  projecting  beyond 
the  external  parts,  are  the  ordinary  indications  of  the  womb  having 
been  inverted;  and  the  occurrence  even  of  some  of  these  accidents 
in  the  third  stage  of  labor,  or  just  after  the  detachment  of  the 
placenta,  ought  at  once  to  excite  the  suspicions  of  the  attendant 
with  reference  to  their  almost  invariable  cause. 

In  spite  of  this,  however,  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  instances 
in  which  inversion  of  the  uterus  in  the  chronic  state  has  come  under 
observation,  the  accident,  though  clearly  traceable  to  delivery,  has 
been  overlooked  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  almost  the  only 
opportunity  of  replacing  the  womb  has  thus  been  lost.  Three 
cases  of  inversion  of  the  uterus  in  the  chronic  state  have  come 
under  my  own  observation ;  but  in  none  of  them  was  the  condi- 
tion discovered  until  some  months  after  the  patient's  delivery. 
The  history  given  of  herself  by  one  of  these  patients,  who  fourteen 
months  after  her  delivery  was  admitted  under  my  care  into  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  was,  that  the  detachment  of  the  placenta, 
which  she  believed  was  eifected  by  the  hand,  was  accompanied  by 
hemorrhage  so  profuse  as  to  occasion  syncope ;  and  she  was  told 
by  the  nurse  that  the  womb  was  brought  down  and  projected  ex- 
ternally, but  was  apparently  replaced  by  the  gentleman  in  attend- 
ance. J^othing  further  of  any  consequence  transpired  for  a  week 
from  this  time,  when  on  sitting  up  to  have  a  motion  the  body 
again  projected  externally,  but  was  once  more  replaced  by  the 
nurse,  since  which  time  it  had  never  again  protruded  beyond  the 
vulva.  In  the  case  of  the  second  patient  the  placenta  was  removed 
by  hand  ;  and  after  a  period  of  insensibility,  which  lasted  for  two 
days,  inflammatory  symptoms  came  on,  but  no  circumstance 
awakened  suspicion  as  to  the  existence  of  inversion  of  the  uterus. 
In  the  third  case  the  placenta  came  away  spontaneously;  the 
hemorrhage  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  profuse;  and 
severe  expulsive  pain  was  the  most  prominent  symptom  for  the 
first  two  months  after  the  patient's  delivery.  In  other  instances 
there  have  been  even  fewer  symptoms  to  engage  attention,  and 
nothing  has  been  observed  except  some  hemorrhage  succeeding 
the  spontaneous  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  until  the  return  and 
the  persistence  of  the  bleeding  have  led  to  a  vaginal  examination 
and  to  the  discovery  of  the  then  almost  remediless  displacement 
of  the  womb.  In  these  cases  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
uterus  has  inverted  itself,  and  that  this  accident  lias  been  brought 
about,  not  by  simple  want  of  contractility  of  the  organ,  but  by 

1  Hardy  and  McClintock,  Practical  Observations  in  Midwifery,  p.  223;  and  Kams- 
botham,  Obstetric  MecUciyie,  &c.,  3d  ed.,  p.  719. 
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the  irregular  and  unequal  contraction  of  its  different  parts;  a  state 
of  comparative  relaxation  of  the  os  and  cervix  coexisting  with  vio- 
lent action  of  its  fundus.^  The  only  circumstance,  indeed,  which 
tends  to  prevent  our  receiving  this  as  the  ordinary  explanation  of 
the  occurrence  of  inversion  of  the  womb  during  labor,  is  its  not 
happening  in  institutions  such  as  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  in 
which  the  last  stage  of  labor  is  wisely  conducted;  while  spontane- 
ous inversion  of  the  organ  would  obviously  be  nearly  as  liable  to 
happen  among  patients  in  a  lying-in  hospital  as  elsewhere. 

Profound  shock  to  the  nervous  system  and  profuse  hemorrhage 
are,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  the  two  characteristic  symp- 
toms of  inversion  of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Radford  has  shown,  however, 
that  except  in  cases  where  the  placenta  was  still  partially  adherent 
to  the  womb,  the  hemorrhage  is  by  no  means  so  formidable  as 
might  beforehand  be  anticipated,  and  that  the  shock  to  the  sys- 
tem is  independent  to  a  great  degree  of  the  loss  of  blood.  If  these 
immediate  dangers  are  surmounted,  the  patient's  subsequent  his- 
tory seems  to  be  liable  to  considerable  variation  with  reference  to 
the  period  at  which  formidable  symptoms  reappear,  though  the 
symptoms  themselves  are  very  uniform  in  their  character.  The 
state  of  the  uterus,  too,  differs  in  a  way  which  greatly  modiiies 
our  prognosis;  the  organ  remaining  in  some  instances  compara- 
tively soft  and  yielding,  admitting  of  being  indented  by  the  linger, 
and  consequently  allowing  of  attempts  at  its  replacement  being 
made  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success ;  while  in  other  cases  it  be- 
comes at  once  small  and  firmly  contracted,  and  bids  defiance  to 
every  efibrt  to  rectify  its  position.  I  do  not  know  how  to  account 
for  these  differences  in  the  state  of  the  womb,  though  their  im- 
mediate cause  must  consist  in  the  absence  of,  or  at  least  in  the 
very  imperfect  involution  of  the  organ  in  one  case,  and  the  rapid 
and  complete  accomplishment  of  it  in  another. 

Those  cases  where  the  uterus  remains  soft  and  flaccid,  and 
capable  of  replacement,  are,  however,  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule,  as  might,  indeed,  be  inferred  from  the  rarity  of  the  instances 
in  which,  after  many  days,  or  even  after  many  hours,  the  accident 
has  admitted  of  remedy.  In  the  majority  of  instances  the  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  occurs  very  speedily,  and  is  so  firm  that  the 
inverted  organ  has  sometimes  been  mistaken  for  the  head  of  a 
second  footus,  while  the  processes  of  involution  usually  go  on  as 
completely  as  in  the  womb  when  in  its  natural  position.     This 

1  This  mode  of  procluction  of  inversion  oC  tlie  woiul)  (liiring  liilmr,  fust  vocog- 
nized  by  8iixtorph,  Ce.saww/c/^e  <S'c//;v/Vc?i,  8vo.,  Kopeniiugen,  1804,  p.  301,  lias  been 
fully  iind  ably  Kist  forth  by  Dr.  Kadford,  Dublin.  Journal,  for  1837,  Nos.  34  and  35; 
and  Ih  now  generally  received  as  u  frequent,  if  not  the  must  frecjuejit,  mode  in 
whi(^h  it  is  brought  about.  Dr.  yinqison,  in  cxpre.ssing  his  adhesion  to  Dr.  Kad- 
ford's  views — see  his  Obstririr.  Works,  vol.  i,  ]).  817 — refers  to  two  cases  in  which 
inversion  of  tin?  uterus,  with  <'X])ulsion  ol'  tln^  child,  look  place?  after  the  mother's 
death.  JJoth  of  the  cases  are  very  marveliou.s.  Ikerner's  patient,  indeed,  had 
readied  the;  full  period  of  pregnancy;  but  sin;  whose  history  is  very  imperfectly 
recorded  by  Khuitseh,  was  only  in  the  fourth  moiitli  ;  and  tlie  inversion  of  tlu! 
wornb  is  alleged  to  have  fieeurred  in  the  second  night  after  her  death.  Une  is  at  a 
lofcfs  as  to  the  inferences  to  be  duawn  from  histories  so  wonderful. 
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fact  is  attested  by  the  numerous  preparations  of  chronic  inversion 
of  the  womb,  in  which,  as  in  one  in  the  Museum  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  the  organ  is  so  small  that  the  opening  of  the 
pouch  which  it  forms  would  not  admit  anything  larger  than  a 
quill,  while  its  dense  tissue  seems  at  first  scarcely  compatible 
with  the  outpouring  of  so  abundant  a  discharge  of  blood  as  that 
under  which  the  patient  sank. 

In  many  instances  hemorrhage  has  continued  to  flow  at  short 
but  uncertain  intervals  from  the  moment  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  but  to  this  there  are  occasional  exceptions.  In  one  of  the 
cases  which  came  under  my  observation,  a  very  slight  occasional 
discharge  of  blood  was  all  that  occurred  for  several  months  after 
the  patient's  delivery ;  she  having  suckled  her  child  for  thirteen 
months.  At  the  eleventh  month,  however,  the  ovaries  resumed 
their  function,  and  the  menses  were  extremely  profuse.  On  their 
next  return  the  bleeding  was  still  more  abundant,  and  thirteen 
months  after  delivery  the  flooding  was  alarming  from  its  quantity, 
and  was  intermingled  with  large  coagula,  which  were  discharged 
without  any  sufl^ering.  Even  before  the  hemorrhage  became  pro- 
fuse the  patient  suffered  from  ordinary  leucorrhoeal  discharges, 
which  afterwards  continued  in  the  intervals  of  menstruation.  By 
degrees  the  intervals  become  shorter,  the  hemorrhage  more  pro- 
fuse, and  the  leucorrhoeal  discharge  lost  its  character  of  a  mucous 
secretion,  and  became  more  serous.  At  last,  when  well-nigh 
drained  of  all  her  blood,  the  red  color  almost  completely  disap- 
peared from  the  discharges,  and  for  the  last  two  or  three  months 
of  her  life  there  was  a  constant  flow  of  serum,  but  the  positive 
hemorrhage  was  very  small.  A  sense  of  bearing  down,  and  the 
occasional  appearance  of  the  inverted  womb  externally  on  walk- 
ing or  any  exertion,  so  long  as  the  patient  was  able  to  follow  her 
usual  avocations,  were  her  only  other  symptoms,  and,  indeed,  the 
only  ones  which  are  common  in  these  cases.  There  are,  however, 
some  instances  in  which  the  inverted  womb,  from  hanging  exter- 
nally, has  been  exposed  to  injury,  and  become  ulcerated;  and 
others  in  which  the  violent  constriction  of  the  inverted  body  of 
the  womb  by  the  os  uteri  has  produced  gangrene  of  the  organ.^ 

Such  being  the  consequences  that  follow  the  inversion  of  the 
uterus  during  labor,  it  is  obvious  that  they  tend  of  necessity  to  a 
fatal  issue,  and  that  the  question  is  not  so  much  how,  as  how  soon 
a  case  will  terminate.  Mr.  Crosse,^  whose  industry  has  thrown  so 
much  light  on  many  subjects  connected  with  this  accident,  states, 
that  in  seventy-two  out  of  one  hundred  and  nine  fatal  cases,  death 
took  place  within  a  few  hours,  in  eight  within  a  week,  and  in  six 
more  within  four  weeks.  The  immediate  danger,  however,  being 
surmounted,  there  follows  during  lactation  an  interval  of  compara- 
tive safety  and  of  cessation  of  serious  symptoms,  which  reappear 

1  Several  references  to  this  occurrence  are  given  by  Crosse,  op.  cit.,  part  ii,  p.  Ill, 
^S'otes  104  and  105. 

2  Op.  cit.,  p.  170. 
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when  suckling  is  over.  It  appears  that  of  the  remaining  twenty- 
three  patients  only  one  died  at  the  fifth  month,  and  then,  as  the 
result  of  an  operation  which  had  an  unsuccessful  issue,  one  died 
at  eight  months,  three  at  nine  months,  and  the  others  at  various 
periods  of  from  one  year  to  twenty  years. 

These  latter  cases  of  great  prolongation  of  life,  in  spite  of  the 
persistence  of  inversion  of  the  womb,  lead  us  lastly  to  notice  those 
rare  instances  in  which  life  has  not  only  continued  for  many  years, 
but  in  which  serious  symptoms  have  been  altogether  absent.  Of 
these  the  most  remarkable  history  is  that  recorded  by  Boivin  and 
Dugds,^  of  a  woman  who  was  brought  to  one  of  the  hospitals  at 
Paris  six  days  after  a  labor  in  which  her  womb  had  become 
inverted.  Repeated  eflbrts  were  made  by  M.  Dubois,  as  well  as  by 
Madame  Boivin  herself,  to  replace  the  womb,  but  without  success, 
and  no  symptoms  being  at  the  time  present,  the  patient  returned 
into  the  country  by  diligence  on  the  eighteenth  day  after  her 
delivery.  Nothing  more  was  heard  of  her  till  five  years  afterwards, 
when  she  presented  herself  to  Madame  Boivin,  with  her  uterus 
still  inverted,  though  of  smaller  size  than  before.  Some  sense  of 
dragging  at  the  groins,  a  frequent  desire  to  pass  water  when  she 
was  up  and  exerting  herself,  and  a  discharge  of  a  reddish  mucus 
recurring  every  fifteen  or  twenty  days  and  lasting  for  a  few  hours, 
were  the  only  symptoms  from  which  she  sufiered.  She  was  in- 
commoded, however,  by  having  grown  enormously  fat,  and  ex- 
pressed anxiety  at  the  non-appearance  of  her  menses.  Two  cases 
are  related  by  Lisfranc  f  the  one  that  of  a  woman  ^\'ho  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs;  and  the 
other  that  of  a  person  forty-eight  years  old,  whose  only  uterhie 
symptoms  were  slight  leucorrhcea,  and  dragging  sensation  at  the 
loins,  and  whose  uterus,  on  her  death  from  enteritis,  was  also 
found  completely  inverted.  In  neither  of  these  cases,  indeed,  was 
there  any  satisfactory  history  of  the  manner  in  which  the  accident 
took  place ;  but  the  existence  of  inversion  at  the  examination 
after  death,  and  the  absence  of  symptoms  of  it  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  patients,  are  both  clearly  sul)stantiated.^ 

Stranger  still  than  the  above  are  cases  in  which  the  uterus  is 
alleged  to  have  spontaneously  replaced  itself.  The  possibility  of 
the  spontaneous  replacement  of  a  partial  inversion  of  the  womb 
during  labor  must  be  admitted,  and  can  even  be  understood;  an 
occurrence  stated  by  Saxtorjjh'  to  have  taken  place  in  a  patient 
whose  uterus  he  endeavored  in  vain  to  replace;  and  being  thus 
compelled  to  leave  the  case  to  nature,  the  organ  recovered  in  a  few 
days  its  natural  position.  ]5ut  there  are  other  instances  in  which 
spontaneous  replacement  of  tlic  completely  inverted  womb  is  stated 
to  liave  occurred  many  days,  or  even  months  or  years,  after  de- 
livery.    It  is  difiicult  to  know  what  opinion  to  form  concerning 

»  Op.  cit,  vol.  i,  p.  245.  ■'  Op.  cit  ,  vol.  ii,  pp.  879-383. 

'  lii^fVfroricoH  to  otiior  similar  ciisos  an^  pi  von  by  Mcissnor,  op.  cit.,  vol.  i,  p.  743. 

*  GcHammelte  Schrifiai,  8vo.,  Kdpi'iiluigcn,  1804,  p.  ;!U7. 
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these  cases;  in  some  the  accuracy  of  the  diagnosis  appears  very- 
doubtful,  and  in  others  the  details  given  are  far  too  meagre  to 
warrant  any  conclusion  with  reference  to  their  real  nature ;  while 
unquestionably  no  such  exceptional  occurrences  should  be  allowed 
to  influence  our  treatment  of  any  case  which  may  come  under 
our  care.^ 

Questions  of  obstetric  practice  do  not  fall  within  the  scope  of 
these  Lectures.  I  shall  therefore  say  very  little  with  reference  to 
the  management  of  these  misplacements  of  the  womb  in  their 
recent  state,  but  shall  pass  almost  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  accident  in  its  chronic  form. 

In  the  recent  state  the  diagnosis  of  inversion  can  seldom  be 
obscure.  There  are  instances,  indeed,  in  which  it  has  been  over- 
looked or  mistaken,  or  in  which  the  inverted  uterus  has  even  been 
torn  away  under  the  supposition  that  it  was  the  placenta ;  but 
such  errors  imply  a  depth  of  ignorance  and  folly,  upon  which  all 
rules  and  all  experience  would  alike  be  wasted.  There  seem,  how- 
ever, to  be  cases  where,  some  short  time  after  the  detachment  of 
the  placenta,  the  womb  has  become  of  its  own  accord  partially 
inverted,  or  depressed  at  its  fundus,  and  where,  while  much  de- 
pression and  some  hemorrhage  have  existed,  there  has  neither 
been  a' tumor  to  be  felt  per  vaginam,  nor  disappearance  of  that 
which  the  uterus  should  form  in  the  abdomen.  This  partial  in- 
version, too,  tends  to  increase,  so  that  the  depression  of  one  day 
may  amount  (to  borrow  Mr.  Crosse's  terminology)  to  introversion 
on  the  next  day,  and  to  complete  inversion  on  the  third.  I  do  not 
know  that  more  is  needed  to  preserve  from  this  error  than  a 
knowledge  of  the  possibility  of  falling  into  it,  and  of  the  conse- 
quent necessity  of  ascertaining  in  every  instance  where  causeless 
depression  and  causeless  bleeding  follow  the  last  stage  of  labor, 
not  only  that  the  uterine  tumor  still  remains  in  the  abdomen,  but 
«,lso  that  it  retains  its  proper  size  and  contour. 

"When  the  accident  does  occur  before  the  detachment  of  the 
placenta,  the  whole  weight  of  evidence  is,  I  think,  in  favor  of  re- 
moving the  placenta  before  endeavoring  to  return  the  womb;  and 
the  non-occurrence  of  serious  bleeding  in  many  instances  of  recent 
inversion  of  the  womb  after  the  separation  of  the  placenta,  strongly 
corroborates  the  accuracy  of  the  views  as  to  the  source  of  hemor- 
rhage in  labor,  which,  though  so  clearly  explained  by  Dr.  Simp- 
son, have  been  much  misunderstood  and  misrepresented. 

There  is  some  discrepancy  between  the  directions  given  by 

^  The  most  satisfactory  of  these  cases  is  Dr.  Thatcher's,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Crosse, 
op.  cit.,  p.  176,  note.  But  in  this  instance  the  uterus  had  resumed  its  proper  posi- 
tion at  the  end  of  a  month.  The  case  rehited  by  Dailliez,  Sar  le  Renversement.de 
la  Matrice,  8vo.,  Paris,  1803,  p.  3.3,  corresponds  much  more  nearly  with  one  of 
polypus  than  of  inversion ;  and  of  Dr.  Meigs's  two  cases  Ihe  former  is  very  deficient 
in  detail;  while  with  reference  to  both  there  is  a  long-period  during  which  the 
patients  were  not  under  any  one's  observation— circumstances  that  must  diminish 
their  value.  See  Meigs's  Translation  of  Colombat,  Diseases  of  Women,  8vo.,  Phila- 
delphia, 184-5,  p.  182. 
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different  writers  for  the  rejjlacement  of  the  uterus  when  inverted  dur- 
ing labor ;  for  while  some  practitioners  recommend  tlie  endeavor 
to  indent  the  fundus  of  the  organ  with  the  fingers,  and  thus 
to  replace  first  that  part  which  was  first  inverted,  others  advise 
that  the  womb  should  be  grasped  between  the  fingers,  and  that 
while  thus  compressed  as  much  as  possible,  it  should  be  carried 
up  through  the  os  uteri  or  that  part  of  the  womb  which  represents 
it,  and  should  be  thus  restored  to  its  proper  position.  I  imagine 
that  these  difterent  rules  impl}'  the  existence  in  the  one  case  of  the 
soft  and  flaccid  condition  of  the  w^omb  ;  in  the  other,  of  a  state  of 
comparative  firmness  and  contraction;  and  that  according  as  the 
former  or  the  latter  state  is  present,  the  first  or  second  kind  of 
manipulation  may  be  advantageously  employed.  In  the  great  ma- 
jority of  instances  where  the  uterus  has  been  replaced  after  the 
lapse  of  some  considerable  time,  this  lax  state  of  the  uterus,  which 
must  greatly  facilitate  the  endeavor,  appears  to  have  still  persisted. 
Thus  in  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Borggreve,  and  referred  to  by 
Kiwisch,^  continued  pressure  by  means  of,  a  long  pessary,  fastened 
externally  with  a  T  bandage,  reduced  the  uterus  in  three  days; 
its  employment  ha\ing  been  commenced  on  the  fourth  day  after 
delivery.  A  similar  contrivance  was  successful  in  Dr.  Smart's  case,^ 
the  uterus  having  already  been  inverted  three  weeks  wheii  it  was 
first  employed.  Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  U.  S.,^  reduced  the  uterus 
on  the  seventh  day,  and  Dr.  MendenhalP  on  the  sixteenth  day 
after  delivery,  by  manipulations  assisted  by  the  employment  of  a 
large  rectum  bougie,  the  patient  in  both  instances  being  partially 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  Dr.  White's  patient,  however, 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  previous  hemorrhage.  In  Dr.  Bel- 
combe's  case^  the  womb  was  found  twelve  weeks  after  delivery  a 
large  spherical  pouch ;  and  in  Dr.  Miller's  patient,*'  at  the  end  of 
three  months,  it  likewise  admitted  readily  the  introduction  of  two 
fingers  into  its  cavity.  Such,  too,  must  have  been  the  state  of  the 
w^omb  in  the  two  cases^  (if  we  admit  them  as  not  too  wonderful 
for  credence)  in  which  a  fall  upon  the  nates  at  once  replaced  the 
womb,  though  inverted  in  the  one  case  for  six  months,  and  in  the 
other  for  eight  years. 

Until  very  recently,  the  replacement  of  the  uterus  after  long  in- 
version, and  when  it  had  already  shrunk  to  small  dimensions,  was 
regarded  almost  as  an  impossibility;  and  of  the  few  instances  of  its 
alleged  accomplishment,  some,  at  least,  were  of  doubtful  authen- 
ticity. Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  however,  emboldened  by  his  success 
in  reducing  the  uterus  on  the  seventh  day  after  delivery,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  repeated   the   same    manipulations  with  an 

1  Op.  cU.,  vol.  i,  J).  251,  from  Med.  Zeifnuj,  1811,  No.  xxiii. 

2  AmericMti  .loiiniai  of  Med.  Science,  1885,  vol.  xvi,  81. 

8  J/Ad.,  .July,  1858,  p.  1.3.  *  Oinclmmii  Lancet,  July,  1850,  p.  303. 

6  Mr.dirnI  (Inzctlc,  1841,  vol.  vii,  p.  788. 
'  Kd.  Monthly  J<)ur7i(Ll,D(.'C  1851. 

">  Kcportfil  by  J^iiillioj',,  Ohsrrvntions,  33  and  34,  pp.  105  and  107.  Tho  .locond 
and  more  remarkable  of  the  two  c'a.«e»  was  observed  by  JJaudek>e<iiie  himself. 
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equally  good  result  in  another  instance  where  the  inversion  had 
existed  for  six  months.^  Dr.  Barrier^  succeeded  in  its  reduction  at 
the  end  of  fifteen  months,  and  Dr.  White^  has  published  another 
case  in  which  he  replaced  the  uterus  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years, 
though  the  patient  died  of  peritonitis  sixteen  days  afterwards.  In 
all  of  these  instances  the  patients  were  put  under  the  infiuence  of 
chloroform,  but  the  efforts  at  replacing  the  womb  were  made  con- 
tinuously by  the  hand,  aided  by  the  pressure  of  a  large  bougie. 
For  these  somewhat  violent  proceedings.  Dr.  Tyler  Smith  substi- 
tuted, with  great  ingenuity,  a  gentler  method,  which  in  his  hands 
proved  quite  successful,  he  having  by  its  means  replaced  the 
inverted  uterus  after  an  interval  of  nearly  twelve  years.^  He 
adopted  the  plan  of  keeping  up  constant  pressure  by  means  of  £in 
air  pessary  in  the  vagina,  while  in  addition  twice  a  day,  for  ten 
minutes  at  a  time,  efforts  were  made  by  the  hand  to  restore  the 
organ  to  its  proper  position.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  os 
uteri,  previously  very  small  and  rigid,  seemed  to  be  a  little  more 
dilated,  and  a  little  yielding.  'No  very  great  change,  however, 
seemed  to  have  been  brought  about  until  the  eighth  or  ninth  day, 
when  after  a  night  of  considerable  uterine  pain  it  was  found  on 
the  ensuing  morning  that  the  inversion  had  completely  disap- 
peared. The  organ  showed  no  disposition  to  become  again  mis- 
placed, though  as  a  matter  of  precaution  an  air  pessary  was  worn 
for  some  time.  The  previously  profuse  hemorrhages  ceased,  men- 
struation became  regular,  and  the  patient  some  months  afterwards 
was  in  perfect  health. 

This  ingenious  plan  was  not  long  without  its  imitators.  By  its 
means  Mr.  P.  Teale,  Jr.,  of  Leeds,  succeeded  in  the  course  of  three 
days  in  the  replacement  of  a  uterus  which  had  been  inverted  for 
two  years  and  a  half  ;^  I  replaced  the  organ  in  four  days  after  it 
had  been  inverted  for  nearly  twelve  months;*^  and  M.  Bockenthal? 
in  seven  days,  after  an  inversion  of  six  years'  duration.  M. 
Bockenthal  discarded  all  manipulations,  and  confined  himself  to 
keeping  up  continuous  pressure  by  means  of  the  air  pessary,  a 
course  which  had  struck  me  too,  as  likely  to  answer  as  well  as  its 
combination  with  efforts  at  manual  replacement,  and  which  opinion 
Mr.  Teale,  in  a  letter  with  which  he  favored  me  on  the  subject, 
told  me  that  he  also  shared. 

It  is  disappointing,  however,  to  know  that  this  proceeding  can 
neither  be  counted  on  as  invariably  successful,  nor  even  be  regarded 
as  always  free  from  danger.  M.  Aran^  tried  and  abandoned  it, 
not  onlj'  on  account  of  the  pessary  becoming  displaced  (an  incon- 
venience that  could  be  avoided  by  mounting  it  as  I  did  on  a 

1  Loc.  cit.,  p.  17.  ^  Archives  Gen.  de  Medecine,  May,  1852,  p.  100. 

3  America?i  Journal,  Jan.,  1859,  p.  282. 

*  This  case  was  related  by  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirur- 
gical  Society,  on  April  14th,  1858,  and  is  published  in  vol.  xli  of  the  Transactions, 
p.  183. 

*  Medical  Times,  August  20,  1859.  «  Ibid.,  October  29,  1859. 
'  Zeitschr.  f.  Geburtskunde,  vol.  xv,  p.  313'. 

^  Op.  cit,  p.  917.  The  success  of  M.  Noggerath,  of  New  York  (Zeitschr.  fiir 
Gehurtsk.,  vol.  sx,  p.  200)  in  replacing  the  uterus  after  thirteen  years  of  inversion 
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stem,  and  connecting  it  witli  a  firm  band  which  passed  round  the 
abdomen),  but  also  because  the  presence  of  the  instrument  in  the 
vagina  produced  abdominal  pain,  shivering,  and  febrile  symptoms. 
In  the  second  case,  too,  in  which  I  attempted  to  replace  the  uterus 
seven  and  a  half  months  after  delivery,  although  I  abstained  from 
all  manipulations  with  the  hands,  the  pressure  of  the  instrument 
continued  for  twelve  days,  while  it  failed  to  replace  the  womb, 
gave  rise  to  peritonitis,  of  which  the  patient  died  four  days  after 
the  pessary  had  been  removed.  The  instrument  had  produced 
complete  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  but  had  had  no  influence  on 
its  fundus,  the  uterine  tissue  at  the  point  of  inversion  being  hard 
and  puckered,  so  that  the  little  finger  could  with  difficulty  be 
pressed  into  the  cul-de-sac  formed  by  it.  The  hope,  therefore, 
which  at  first  was  entertained,  of  avoiding  by  this  means  all  re- 
course to  hazardous  operations  in  cases  of  chronic  inversion  of 
the  uterus,  does  not  seem  likely  to  be  fully  realized. 

The  observation  of  cases  in  which  now  and  then  women  had 
survived  the  tearing  away  of  the  uterus  by  some  ignorant  persons 
during  labor;  the  occasional  occurrence  of  instances  where  the 
inverted  uterus  had  sloughed  away,  and  the  patient  had  recovered 
from  the  accident,  and  the  overbold  surgery  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  to  which  alike  the  facts  and  fables  of 
Rousset'  largely  contributed,  had  familiarized  practitioners  with 
the  idea  of  extirpating  the  uterus  when  irreducibly  prolapsed  or 
inverted.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  end  of  the  last  century, 
that  the  removal  of  the  inverted  uterus  began  to  be  admitted  as 
one  of  the  legitimate  operations  of  surgery,  and  that  the  questions 
of  its  indications,  and  of  the  best  mode  of  its  performance,  were 
carefully  considered. 

In  the  majority  of  instances,  the  indications  for  the  removal  of 
the  inverted  uterus  have  been  furnished  by  profuse  hemorrhage 
and  discharge,  exhausting  the  patient's  strength  and.  threatening 
her  life;  though  in  a  few  instances,  as  in  that  where  Mr.  Chevalier^ 
removed  the  organ,  the  operation  was  not  called  for  by  actual 
danger  to  the  patient's  life,  but  by  the  extreme  discomfort  which 
was  produced  by  the  tumor  hanging  between  the  patient's  thighs, 
and  being  thus  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  external  injury.  The  uterus 
has  besides  been  removed  in  a  few  instances,  either  immediately 

bj'  manipulation  with  the  hand  alone,  would  .'ieem  to  bo  a  further  proof  of  what 
other  ohservations  render  probable,  that  the  varyine;  condition  of  the  uterus  itself 
has  at  least  as  much  to  do  with  the  success  or  tlu;  failure  of  attempts  at  its  replace- 
ment as  the  peculiar  mode  of  proceeding  resorted  to. 

'  FoduH  Viviex  Matre  Ca'.Hura,  «fcc.,  8vo.,  Basileaj,  1592.    Scciio  Quaria,  pp.  100-1(18. 

^  R<!ported  ])y  Dr.  Mei-riman,  in  his  Sj/nopsis  of  Difflcult  Parfi>rifio?i,  4th  ed., 
London,  182G,  8vo.,  p.  300.  I  may  observe  lluit  the  last  rejiorted  case  of  extirpa- 
tion of  the  inverted  uterus  of  many  years'  standing  and  externally  jirolapsed,  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Geddings,  of  Charleston,  in  America,  at  p.  211  of  vol.  xxi  of  Kank- 
ing's  Rc'iroHpeci,  warrants  great  doubts  as  to  its  having  been  an  inverted  uterus  at 
nil.  The  mass  removcid  was  solid,  and  with  no  trace  of  a  cavity.  I  have  not  in- 
cluded it  in  the  cases  whicli  I  have  rclerrt^d  to.  I  have,  however,  included  Baxter's 
case,  Med.  J'hj/sicnl  Journal,,  vol.  xxv,  \i.  210,  though  tlio  objections  which  apply  to 
it  arc  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  cogent. 
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on  delivery,  or  within  a  few  days  afterwards  ;  but  witli  tlie  excep- 
tion of  one  instance^  in  which  the  organ  had  ah^eady  passed  into  a 
state  of  gangrene,  the  operation  at  this  early  period  has  been  due 
either  to  ignorance,  or  at  least  to  errors  in  diagnosis,  and  has  been 
always  dangerous,  and  usually  fatal. 

If  we  confine  our  attention  for  the  present  to  cases  where  the 
inversion  of  the  uterus  succeeded  to  parturition,  we  shall  find  that 
forty-two  out  of  fifty-nine  cases  of  extirpation  of  the  womb  had  a 
favorable  result;  fifteen  issued  in  the  patient's  death :  and  in  two, 
though  the  patient  survived,  yet  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon 
the  operation.^ 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  obtained  by  the  different 
modes  of  performing  the  operation  : 


Uterus  removed  by  ligature  in     ...     . 

"             "               knife  oi-  ecraseur,  .     . 

j(             J,           J  knife  or  ecraseur  and  ) 

\     ligature,    ...     J 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Operation 
abandoned. 

45 
5 

9 

33 
3 

■      6 

10 

2 

3 

2 

59 

42 

15 

2 

The  number  of  instances  in  which  the  ligature  was  employed, 
is  so  much  greater  than  of  those  in  which  any  other  operative  pro- 
ceeding was  had  recourse  to,  as  to  preclude  any  fair  comparison 
of  their  results,  and  I  am  unable  to  contribute  anything  from  my 

1  Faivre,  Journal  de  Medeeine,  August,  1786,  p.  201. 

2  Keferences  to  thirty-six  of  the  above  cases  are  given  in  Mr.  Gregory  Forbes's 
excellent  paper  on  Inversion  of  the  Uterus  in  voL  xxxv  of  the  Medico-Ckvrurgical 
Transactions.     The  remainder  are  : 

Bernhard,  Lucina,  vol.  i,  p.  401. 

Staub,  Schweizer,  Zeitschr.f.  Natur  und  Heilkunde,  vol.  iii,  No.  1. 

Kuttler,  Oester.  Jahrb.,  vol.  si,  No.  1. 

Portal,  II  Filiatre  Sebezio,  Feb.,  1841. 

Michalowsk}",  JoicrnaX  de  la  Soc.  de  Med.  de  Montpellier,  Mai,  1845. 

Hublier,  Bulletin  de  VAcademie  de  Medeeine,  1848,  No.  41. 

The  above  references  to  cases,  all  of  which  were  successful,  are  given  by  Breslau, 
in  his  dissertation,  De  totius  uteri  extirpaiione,  4to.,  Monachii,  1852. 

Besides  this,  there  are  successful,  and  not  mentioned  by  Forbes  or  Breslau : 

Harrison,  London  Med.  Gazette,  April,  1840,  p.  151. 

Thatcher,  related  by  Crosse,  op.  cit.,  p.  57.  The  inversion  took  place  in  this  case 
after  the  expulsion  of  a  mass  of  uterine  hydatids. 

Teale,  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  Sept.  1,  1855. 

Oldham,  Guy's  Hosp.  Reports,  3d  Series,  vol.  1,  p.  171. 

Two  cases  by  Dr.  Putnam,  and  three  by  Dr.  Channing,  mentioned  by  Dr.  C.  A. 
Lee  in  American  Med.  Journal,  Oct.,  1860,  p.  313. 

Dr.  McClintock,  Clinical  Memoirs  on  Diseases  of  Women,8vo.,  Dublin,  1863,  p.  85. 

There  are,  besides,  seven  unsuccessful  cases  in  addition  to  those  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Forbes,  namely: 

Symonds,  Medical  Gazette,  Nov.,  1830. 

Meerholdt,  in  Salomon's  dissertation,  De  uteri  inversione,  &c.,  Dorpat,  1836,  re- 
ferred to  by  Breslau,  p.  40,  No.  49,  in  his  table. 

Coates,  Association  Medical  Journal,  July,  1855. 

Covelier,  Presse  Medicate,  and  Schmidt,  JahrbUcher,  July,  1852,  p.  182, 

Dr.  Putnam,  referred  to  by  Dr.  C.  Lee,  loc.  cit. 

Dr.  Channing,  ibid. 

Aran,  op.  cit.,  p.  914. 
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own  experience  towards  a  solution  of  the  question.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  worth  notice  that  in  one  only  of  the  five  cases  of  excision 
of  the  uterus  did  any  considerable  bleeding  occur  ;  in  one  of  the 
instances  which  terminated  fatally,  death  was  occasioned  by  peri- 
tonitis alone ;  in  the  other,  in  spite  of  the  emplo3'ment  of  the 
ecraseur,  abundant  hemorrhage  iuto  the  abdominal  cavity  was  the 
occasion  of  the  peritonitis  under  which  the  patient  sank.  The 
dread  of  hemorrhage  which  so  long  deterred  practitioners  from 
excising  polypi,  has  been  learned  by  experience  to  be  in  great 
measure  an  exaggerated  fear ;  while  the  risk  of  inflammation  of 
the  womb  from  the  inclusion  of  some  of  its  fibres  within  the  liga- 
ture has  been  found  to  be  very  real.  It  is  deserving  of  considera- 
tion whether,  when  the  inversion  is  of  long  standing,  the  uterus 
small  and  firmly  contracted,  and  the  diameter  of  the  peritoneal 
pouch  consequently  scarcely  larger  than  a  crowquill,  while  the 
sensibility  of  the  serous  membrane  has  been  lessened  by  the  long- 
continued  change  in  its  relations,  the  risk  attending  the  excision 
would  not  be  smaller  than  that  associated  with  the  ligature  of  the 
uterus.  The  employment  of  the  ecraseur  would  probably  be  pref- 
erable to  the  application  of  the  ligature,  or  it  might  be  resorted 
to,  as  in  Dr.  McClintock's  case,  after  the  previous  employment  of 
the  ligature.  The  fact  that  the  ecraseur  is  not  an  absolute  safe- 
guard against  hemorrhage  does  not  negative  its  employment,  but 
merely  suggests  the  necessity  for  much  care,  and  for  working  the 
instrument  extremely  slow. 

As  might  be  anticipated,  the  result  of  the  operation  is  to  a  very 
considerable  extent  modified  by  the  period  at  which  it  is  under- 
taken. If  performed  soon  after  delivery,  while  the  womb  is  still 
comparatively  large  and  vascular,  and  its  sensibilities  acute,  the 
prospects  of  success  are  smaller  than  if  the  misplacement  had  be- 
come a  chronic  evil  before  any  kind  of  interference  was  resorted  to. 

Table  sJioiving  the  period  after  delivery  at  tvJnch  the  inverted  uterus 
was  extirpated  in  fifty-jive  cases. 


Patients 
recovered. 

Patients 
died. 

Total. 

Under  1  month, 

4 

3 

7 

Between  1  and  2  months,    . 

3 

3 

"         2—6         " 

3 

"z 

G 

"         0  —  12        " 

2 

4 

0 

"       12  —  18        " 

10 

2 

12 

"       18—2  years,   .     . 

1 

1 

"         2  —    3       "       .     . 

5 

5 

"         3—    4       "       .     . 

2 

2 

"         4—5       " 

4 

... 

4 

"         5  —    0       "       .     . 

2 

2 

"         G—    7       "       .     . 

2 

2 

After  12  years, 

1 
2 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
2 

"14       " 

"     ir,       << 

"  many  " 

1 

41 

14 

55 
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It  is  perhaps  deserving  of  mention,  that  in  one  of  the  cases 
where  the  operation  was  successfully  performed  within  a  month, 
after  the  patient's  delivery,  the  uterus  was  in  a  state  of  gangrene, 
and  that  in  two  others  it  lay  beyond  the  external  parts,  a  position 
which  I  need  not  remind  you,  considerably  lessens  its  sensibility. 
The  remaining  case  was  one  in  which  the  operation  was  performed 
by  an  ignorant  midwife  with  a  razor,  and  is  an  illustration  of  the 
wonderful  power  of  repair,  even  of  most  fearful  injuries,  which 
nature  exerts  occasionally,  rather  than  an  example  that  can  serve 
for  our  guidance  in  practice. 

In  some  of  the  fatal  cases  put  on  record,  and  probably  also  in 
others  which  have  not  been  published,  inversion  of  the  uterus  has 
been  mistaken  for  polj^pus,  and  the  error  has  only  been  discovered 
after  the  supervention  of  formidable  symptoms  of  peritoneal 
inflammation,  or  after  the  death  of  the  patient.  It  hence  becomes 
a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
case  before  any  operation  is  attempted,  lest  it  should  unexpectedly 
appear  that  the  ailment,  instead  of  being  one  the  removal  of  which 
is  attended  but  by  moderate  risk,  is  in  reality  one  whose  cure  is 
unavoidably  accompanied  by  most  imminent  hazard. 

A  want  of  caution  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  is  obvious  in 
most  instances  of  inverted  uterus,  in  which  an  error  of  diagnosis 
has  been  committed.  But  still  the  diagnosis  has  now  and  then 
been  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the  firm  contraction  of  the 
OS  uteri  around  the  inverted  body  of  the  womb,  which  is  thereby 
compressed  so  as  to  resemble  the  pedicle  of  a  growth  proceeding 
from  within  the  uterine  cavity,  and  thus  closely  to  simulate  a 
polypus.  The  history  of  the  patient  in  such  a  case,  even  if  accu- 
rately ascertained,  is  not  a.bsolutely  conclusive,  inasmuch  as  uterine 
polypus  may  complicate  pregnancy,  and  may  both  give  rise  to 
hemorrhage  after  delivery,  and  also  to  a  tumor,  felt  on  vaginal 
examination.  The  comparative  sensibility  of  a  polypus  and  of 
the  inverted  womb  does  not  furnish  any  trustworthy  criterion ;  for 
the  sensibility  of  that  organ  is  in  many  instances  very  low,  and 
was  so  in  all  the  cases  that  came  under  my  observation ;  while 
it  may  further  be  added,  that  there  is  no  such  difference  between 
the  appearance  of  the  tumors  as  can  be  relied  on  in  forming  a 
decision. 

Mr.  Arnott  suggested  to  me  some  years  ago  a  means  of  distin- 
guishing between  the  two,  which  appears  quite  worthy  of  being 
borne  in  mind.  Let  the  finger  be  introduced  into  the  rectum,  and 
carried  up  as  high  as  possible.  On  turning  it  round,  if  the  uterus 
be  inverted,  the  finger  will  have  been  carried  above  it,  and  will 
easily  ascertain  the  absence  of  the  organ  from  its  natural  situation 
in  the  pelvis.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  vaginal  tumor  is  a 
polypus,  the  uterus  will  probably  be  found  enlarged,  and  at  any 
rate  occupying  its  proper  position.  The  uterine  sound  furnishes 
us  with  another  valuable  aid  in  doubtful  cases.  If  a  polypus  is 
present,  the  uterine  cavity  will  be  found  enlarged,  so  that  the 
sound  will  pass  further  than  natural,  and  a  sense  of  weight  will 
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also,  most  likely,  be  experienced;  and  by  these  two  means  of 
examination  combined,  I  believe  that  in  all  cases  of  inverted 
uterus  after  labor,  an  erroneous  diagnosis  may  be  avoided. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  ofier  a  few  suggestions  with  reference 
to  the  only  means  by  which  the  almost  inevitable  results  of  irre- 
ducible inversion  of  the  womb  can  with  certainty  be  obviated;  and 
these  consist,  as  you  know,  in  the  extirpation  of  the  organ,  either 
by  the  knife  or  the  ligature.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  are  some  few  instances  on  record  in  which  inver- 
sion of  the  womb  has  not  been  followed  by  the  serious  results  to 
which  it  usuall}'-  gives  rise,  so  nothing  but  most  obvious  danger  to 
the  patient's  life  will  justify  the  performance  of  an  operation  so 
hazardous  as  the  extirpation  of  the  womb.  But  further,  the  occur- 
rence of  severe  hemorrhage,  and  the  apprehension  of  its  increase 
at  each  return,  will  not  suffice  to  render  an  operation  expedient 
within  a  fewmonths  after  delivery,  since  the  chances  of  the  patient's 
recovery  appear  to  increase  in  proportion  as  the  accident  is  of  long 
standing.  Since  also  in  some  instances  in  which  the  function  of 
the  ovaries  has  been  kept  in  abeyance  by  lactation,  but  little  loss 
of  blood  has  occurred  for  several  months  after  delivery,  it  Avould 
seem  desirable  that  every  woman  suifering  from  irreducible  inver- 
sion of  the  uterus  should  be  encouraged  to  suckle  her  child,  in  order 
that  time  might  be  gained  for  the  occurrence  of  as  complete  an  in- 
volution of  the  uterus  as  possible  before  its  removal  is  attempted. 
When  the  frequency  of  the  return  of  the  hemorrhage,  or  the 
abundance  of  the  losses  of  blood,  has  shown  the  necessity  of  inter- 
ference, it  3'et  is  not  desirable  to  select  the  time  when  hemorrhage 
is  going  on  for  the  operation,  inasmuch  as  such  times  usually  cor- 
respond with  a  menstrual  period,  and  the  uterine  sensibility  is 
generally  greatest  at  those  seasons.  In  spite  of  the  general  pro- 
priety of  this  rule,  however,  it  may  be  borne  in  mind  that  if 
hemorrhage  at  any  such  period  should  threaten  life,  and  should 
not  be  restrained  by  styptics  or  b}^  the  plug,  a  ligature  may  be 
applied  as  a  temporar}^  expedient  with  great  probability  of  the  loss 
of  blood  being  thereby  restrained,^  even  though  the  ligature  should 
be  removed  some  hours  afterwards. 

In  the  use  of  the  ligature  something  sebms  to  depend  on  the 
kind  of  material  employed,  l^oth  silk  and  whipcord  appear  to 
irritate  considerably;  and  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Dublin,  who  has  had 
greater  success  in  this  operation  than  any  one  else,  prefers  a  liga- 
ture of  well-annealed  silver  wire  and  dentist's  silk  twisted  together, 
as  being  more  readily  loosened  if  too  tight,  and  as  causing  less 
irritation  than  ligatures  of  other  kinds.  It  has  sometimes  been 
attenij)tcd  to  obviate  the  risk  of  infl;inirnation  by  npjilying  the  liga- 
ture ;it  first  so  tiglitly  around  the  inverted  womb  as  at  once  and 
coiii|ilclcly  to  strangulate  it.     '^j'liis  proceodiiig,  liowcvei',  whilst  it 

1  This  rcHiilt,  occurred  in  Dr.  .Toluison's  socond  case,  with  lln'  circcl  of  clicckini:; 
thn  Ijlccdiiiff,  (ivd  w(3ok8  bcfon;  Uio  organ  wiis  iictiiiilly  cxtirjjiiU'd.  Huo  liis  |i.i]>cr 
in  vol.  iii  oi  Dublin  Hospital  Reports. 
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causes  intense  suffering,  does  not  appear  to  have  the  desired  effect; 
and  a  preferable  plan  seems  to  be  that  of  applying  the  ligature  com- 
parativelj'  loose,  and  of  tightening  it  gradually  day  by  day  as  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  it.  The  great  prostration  and  severe  pain 
which  usually  attend  the  first  application  of  the  ligature  would 
probably  be  obviated  in  great  measure  by  the  administration  of 
chloroform;  the  subsequent  supervention  of  inflammatory  sjniip- 
toms  seems  to  require  the  immediate  slackening  of  the  ligature, 
and  may  necessitate  its  complete  removal.  After  the  ligature  has 
about  half  effected  the  division  of  the  part,  there  appears  to  be  no 
sort  of  objection  to  the  completion  of  the  operation  by  the  knife 
or  scissors ;  but  the  double  operation  of  applying  a  tight  ligature, 
and  immediately  excising  the  womb,  does  not  seem  to  be  as  safe  a 
proceeding  as  either  the  ligature  or  the  knife  alone.  I  have  already 
expressed  my  opinion,  however,  that  the  substitution  of  the  ecraseur 
for  the  knife,  and  its  employment  after  the  previous  application  of 
the  ligature,  will  be  found,  as  Dr.  McClintock's  cases  would  lead 
one  to  believe,  to  be  the  safest  mode  of  proceeding. 

A  few  words  must  still  be  said  about  those  cases  in  which  the 
presence  of  a  polypus  in  the  cavity  of  the  womh  has  led  to  the  in- 
version of  the  organ ;  an  accident  which,  though  probably  not 
rarer,  has  yet  been  less  frequently  noticed  than  the  inversion  of 
the  womb  after  labor.  The  large  size  of  the  outgrowth,  the 
presence  of  more  tumors  than  one,  together  with  the  origin  of  the 
polypus  from  the  fundus  of  the  womb,  are  the  conditions  which 
have  been  met  with  in  the  majority  of  instances  where  this  acci- 
dent has  happened.  These,  however,  are  by  no  means  of  constant 
occurrence ;  for  a  very  small  tumor  has  sufficed  to  invert  the 
womb,'  while  the  insertion  of  the  pedicle  of  the  polypus  into  the 
fundus  of  the  titerus  is  common  to  the  greater  number  of  these 
growths;  and  the  large  size  of  the  tumor  or  the  presence  of  several 
tumors,  is  by  no  means  unusual,  without  any  disposition  to  inver- 
sion of  the  womb.  The  accident  seems  to  have  taken  place  with 
polypi  of  all  descriptions  ;  with  soft,  malignant,  or  pseudo-malig- 
nant tumors,  as  well  as  with  those  of  a  fibrous  texture,  or  which 
might  be  supposed  to  be  actual  outgrowths  of  uterine  tissue ;  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  in  any  instance  the  observation  has  been 
made  of  any  peculiar  relation  subsisting  between  the  substance 
of  the  womb  and  that  of  the  tumor.  In  most  of  the  instances,  I 
believe,  in  which  any  definite  history  has  been  given  of  the  pa- 
tient's previous  condition,  violent  expulsive  pains  are  stated  to 
have  preceded  the  inversion  of  the  womb.  I  need  scarcely  say, 
however,  that  violent  expulsive  eflbrts  are  too  frequent  a  concom- 
itant of  the  escape  of  a  polypus  into  the  vagina  to  have  much 
diagnostic  value;  while  in  a  remarkable  case  that  came  under  my 

'  Of  which  a  remarkable  illustration  is  given  by  Mr.  Crosse,  op.  cit.,  p.  47  and 
plate  viii,  from  a  preparation  in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Dublin  ;  the  tumor  which  had  produced  complete  inversion  of  the  womb  very  little 
exceeding  a  chestnut  in  size. 
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own  observation,  the  escape  of  the  polypus,  and  the  inversion  of 
the  womb  took  place  at  a  time  when  the  previously  severe  pain 
had  almost  completely  subsided. 

In  other  respects,  the  symptoms  attendant  upon  inversion  of  the 
uterus  complicating  polypus  present  nothing  at  all  peculiar — 
leucorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  and  exhausting  hemorrhages  occurring 
in  cases  of  ordinary  fibrous  tumor  or  polypus  as  frequently,  and* 
to  as  great  extent,  while  the  womb  retains  its  proper  position,  as 
when  the  organ  is  inverted. 

In  a  practical  point  of  view,  that  which  it  behooves  us  to  bear  in 
mind  is,  first,  the  possibility  of  this  accident  occurring  in  any  case 
of  polypus  growing  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  the  especial 
reason  for  suspecting  it  when  any  considerable  or  long-continued 
expulsive  efforts  have  preceded  the  escape  of  the  polypus  into  the 
vagina:  second,  the  expediency,  before  tying  or  excising  any  poly- 
pus, which  either  is  very  large,  or  the  development  of  which  has 
been  accompanied  by  such  symptoms,  of  ascertaining  by  means  of 
the  sound  the  exact  diniensious  of  the  uterine  cavity,  that  we 
may  not  unwittingly  divide  or  tie  the  substance  of  the  womb 
instead  of  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor.  If  it  be  ascertained  that  the 
womb  is  inverted,  I  should  imagine  the  proper  course  would  be 
to  excise  the  polypus  sufficiently  low  down  to  avoid  all  risk  of 
seriously  wounding  the  uterus,  and  then  to  endeavor  to  replace 
the  organ:  an  attempt  the  impracticability  of  which  seems  to 
have  not  infrequently  been  assumed  on  insuflicient  grounds, 
and  which  was  accomplished  in  my  own  case  with  the  greatest 
facility. 

Lastly,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  uterus  may  be  in- 
verted by  the  tractions  made  at  a  polypus  in  the  endeavor  to  drag 
it  down  sufficiently  low  for  its  excision.  I  do  notthink,  indeed, 
that  there  is  much  risk  of  this  in  the  case  of  pol3^pi  of  ordinary 
size  ;  but  the  cases  related  by  M.  Amussat,  and  one  which  occurred 
still  more  recently  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  !N"orwich,' 
show  that  when  the  tumor  is  of  considerable  size  this  accident  is 
very  likely  to  occur, 

A  Avord  or  two,  before  concluding  this  Lecture,  may  be  added 
concerning  a  form  of  uterine  misplacement  of  no  practical  moment, 
except  as  sometimes  helping  to  throw  light  on  the  nature  of  a 
patient's  ailments,  otherwise  perhaps  obscure.  The  ancients  con- 
ceived, as  prol)a1)]y  you  know,  that  the  peculiar  sensation  of 
choking,  the  ylohus  hystericus,  from  which  women  often  snfi'er, 
was  due  to  a  positive  ascent  of  the  ivomh  from  its  natural  situation 
in  the  pelvis.  In  order  to  expedite  its  return  to  its  proper  jdace, 
they  were  accustomed,  by  a  quaint  combination  of  reward  and 
punishment,  to  employ  aromatic  fumigations  to  the  vulva,  while 
fetid  gums  and  other  ill-savoi"od  medicines  were  given  by  the 
mouth.  This  practice,  with  many  other  absurdities  of  bygone 
days,  is  exploded,  but  a  vestige  of  the  theory  still  remains  boliind, 

'  So(!  Cr(}sso,  op.  cii.,  p.  52. 
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for  it  is  alleg-ed  bj  some  continental  writers^  that  contractions  of 
the  uterine  ligaments,  or  as  some  say  of  the  peritoneum,  raise  the 
womb  from  its  proper  situation,  and  thus  supply  a  positive  mechani- 
cal cause  for  the  unpleasant  sensations  about  the  pelvis,  of  which 
hysterical  j)atients  frequently  complain.  For  my  own  part,  I 
neither  admit  the  explanation,  nor  do  I  believe  the  fact.  It  is  also 
said  that  the  greater  difficulty  with  which  the  os  uteri  is  reached 
in  the  aged  than  during  the  years  of  sexual  vigor,  and  the  narrow- 
ing of  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina  which  is  then  observed,  are 
due  to  an  actual  elevation  of  the  organ  in  advancing  years.  This, 
however,  again  apjDcarsto  me  in  the  highest  degree  problematical. 
"We  know  that  the  uterus  wastes ;  that  the  projection  of  the  cervix 
into  the  vagina  also  disappears  from  the  same  cause ;  that  the 
vagina,  too,  becomes  atrophied,  and  that  if  the  uterus,  owing  to 
the  weakening  of  its  supports,  do  not  sink  down,  and  so  distend 
the  vagina,  the  calibre  of  that  canal  will  become  much  narrower 
than  it  was  before.  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  causes 
operating  in  old  age  can  tend  really  to  raise  the  uterus  higher  than 
it  was  before^  nor,  in  fact,  am  I  convinced  that  such  an  elevation 
of  the  organ  actually  takes  place. 

But,  though  ascent  of  the  womb  does  not  call  for  notice  as  a 
condition  of  itself  producing  any  definite  symptoms,  it  is  yet  of 
importance  to  bear  in  mind  the  different  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  likely  to  find  the  organ  occupying  a  higher  situation  than 
usual. 

1st.  It  is  a  physiological  attendant  upon  pregnancy,  from  about 
the  fourth  to  the  eighth  month,  is  especially  marked  in  first  preg- 
nancies, is  sometimes  so  considerable  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of 
extreme  difficulty  to  reach  the  os  uteri.  With  moderate  attention, 
however,  to  the  patient's  history,  and  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  her  case,  the  peculiarities  presented  by  the  pregnant 
OS  uteri  will  seldom  fail  to  keep  the  practitioner  from  error. 

2d.  When  any  considerable  degree  of  pelvic  contraction  exists, 
the  want  of  space  often  obliges  both  the  uterus  and  bladder  to 
remain  above  the  pelvic  brim,  a  circumstance  to  which  much  of 
the  difficulty  of  the  operation  of  craniotomy  is  frequently  due. 

3d.  In  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue,  or 
of  that  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  the  uterus  is  often 
found  very  high  up,  so  that  its  orifice  is  reached  with  difficulty. 
This  change  in  the  position  of  the  organ,  too,  is  not  necessarily 
due  to  the  formation  of  a  tumor  lower  down  in  the  pelvic  cavity, 
forcing -it  above  its  natural  situation,  though  it  may  of  course  be 
produced  in  that  way ;  but  it  may  depend  on  a  positive  dragging 
of  the  womb  upwards  by  the  inflamed  tissues. 

4th.  In  a  large  number  of  instances  of  ovarian  dropsy,  the  cyst, 
as  it  rises  out  of  the  pelvis,  draws  the  uterus  with  it,  sometimes 
even  considerably  above  its  natural  position.     In  cases  where  a 

1  Busch,  Geschlechtslehen  des  Weibes,  vol.  iii,  p.  473. 
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question  arises  as  to  wliether  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  tlie  ab- 
dominal cavity  is  due  to  ascites  or  to  ovarian  dropsy,  the  relations 
of  the  uterus  often  assist  us  in  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion, 
for  the  organ  which  is  usually  drawn  upwards  in  ovarian  dropsy 
is  generally  depressed  below  its  ordinary  situation  in  cases  of 
ascites.  More  frequently  it  happens  that  doubt  is  entertained  as 
to  the  nature  of  a  non-fluctuating  tumor,  concerning  which  it  is 
uncertain  whether  it  is  uterine  or  ovarian.  Any  considerable  ele- 
vation of  the  uterus  is  much  more  frequently  due  to  degeneration 
of  the  ovary  than  to  tumor  of  the  womb. 

5th,  and  lastly.  In  a  few  instances,  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus 
as  they  increase  in  size  raise  the  organ  more  and  more  out  of 
reach.  Nothing,  indeed,  is  more  common  in  cases  where  the  uterus 
is  the  seat  of  several  fibrous  tumors,  some  of  which  have  attained 
to  a  considerable  size,  than  to  find  the  organ  so  much  deformed 
that  the  os  becomes  situated  high  up  behind  one  or  other  side  of 
the  ramus  of  the  pubis.  But  besides  those  cases  in  which  the 
firm  irregular  outgrowths  felt  per  vaginam  leave  no  room  for  un- 
certainty, there  are  a  few  exceptional  instances  in  which  a  single 
fibrous  tumor  in  the  uterine  wall,  without  producing  any  deformity 
of  the  organ  appreciable  per  vaginam,  raises  it  in  the  progress  of 
its  development  high  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity.  In  this  process, 
however,  the  greatly  elongated  cervix  uteri  scarcely  participates 
in  the  growth  of  the  body  of  the  organ,  but  becomes  mechanically 
stretched  till  it  attains  sometimes  the  length  of  several  inches.^  As 
a  result  of  this  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  become  extremely  thin,  or 
disappear  almost  entirely,  leaving  the  os  a  funnel-shaped  entrance 
with  almost  membranous  mars^ins  to  the  elongated  and  narrow 
cervical  canal.  When  drawn  upwards  by  the  enlarged  ovary,  the 
traction  is  exercised  on  the  body,  not  on  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
and  hence  no  change  is  produced  in  the  character  of  the  lips  or 
OS  uteri. 

"With  these  hints,  not  without  their  use  perhaps  in  the  diagnosis 
of  uterine  afiections,  we  may  take  leave  of  the  subject  of  malpo- 
sitions of  the  womb,  and  must  at  the  next  Lecture  commence  the 
study  of  another  and  most  important  class  of  its  diseases. 

1  As  in  the  very  remarkable  case  described  and  delineated  by  Professor  Walter, 
of  Dorpat,  in  which  tiie  cervix  was  two  inches  and  three  quarters  loni^,  and  scarcely 
any  indication  of  the  uterine  lips  was  perceptible.  See  ]).  10,  of  his  Essay  Veber 
Fibrose  KUrper  der  Ocburmutter,  4to.,  Dorpat,  1852. 
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LECTURE    XIV. 

UTEKINE  TUMOKS  AND  OUTGEOWTHS. 

Their  occurrence  connected  with  tendency  of  uterus  to  hj^perti-ophy  generally. 
Outgrowths  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  Mtrcous  Polypi  ;  their  simplest  form. 

Fibro-Cellular  Polypi.    Glandular  Polypi  from  hypertrophy  of  uterine 

follicles. 
Cystic  enlargement  of  follicles  of  cervix,  or  Mucous  Cysts  of  the  Uteeus. 
Symptoms  of  these  affections :  nature  and  source  of  the  hemorrhage  they  occasion. 

Diagnosis.     Treatment. 
Fibrinous  Polypus,  its  nature;   analogy  to  other  chronic  effusions  of  blood. 

Note  on  some  other  alleged  varieties  of  polypus. 

In  the  course  of  tlie  foregoing  Lectures  I  have  referred  over 
and  over  again,  with  an  iteration  that  can  scarcely  have  failed  of 
being  wearisome,  to  the  ready  increase  of  the  womb  under  the 
influence  of  very  various  exciting  causes.  We  have  seen  that  in- 
flammation going  on  to  the  production  of  its  ordinary  conse- 
quences— suppuration,  or  the  efiusion  of  lymph — is  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  Abscess  of  the  womb  is  one  of  those  accidents  so 
uncommon,  that  when  met  with  it  seldom  fails  to  be  recorded 
among  what  the  old  writers  used  to  term  Curiosa  Medica;  and 
the  effusion  of  lymph  into  the  tissue  of  the  organ  has  been 
assumed  in  accordance  with  certain  physiological  or  pathological 
hypotheses  rather  than  actually  demonstrated. 

It  is  indeed  scarcely  ever,  except  after  labor  or  miscarriage, 
when  the  tissue  of  the  womb  passes  physiologically  through 
changes  such  as  those  which  inflammation  tends  to  work,  that 
the  diseased  process  manifests  itself  in  its  acute  forms,  or  with 
dangerous  severity,  while,  even  then,  the  serous  investment  of 
the  organ,  or  the  lining  membrane  of  its  veins,  is  generally  the 
part  which  shows  marks  of  the  most  serious  mischief.  Often,  too, 
the  signs  of  inflammation  appearing  at  these  times,  turn  out  to  be 
symptomatic  less  of  aft'ection  of  the  womb  itself  than  of  its  ap- 
pendages or  of  the  cellular  tissue  in  its  vicinity,  or  connecting 
together  the  different  pelvic  viscera.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
we  find  that  the  causes  which  elsewhere  might  issue  in  inflamma- 
tion produce  in  the  case  of  the  womb  its  overgrowth.  It  increases 
from  that  frequent  afflux  of  blood  towards  it  which  produces 
many  forms  of  menstrual  disorder;  it  remains  permanently  in- 
creased from  deficient  involution  after  labor ;  it  enlarges,  if  flexed 
or  misplaced,  and  its  prolapsus  causes  it  in  many  instances  to 
attain  to  more  than  double  its  ordinary  size. 

But  not  only  is  hypertrophy  of  the  womb  more  frequent  than 
the  hypertrophy  of  any  other  organ,  but  each  of  its  component 
tissues  is  liable  to  a  similar  overgrowth — not  regular  indeed,  and 
equable,  but  in  parts,  here  and  there,  constituting  tumors  and  out- 
growths, which  are  met  with  in  this  oftener  than  in  any  other 
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part,  and  of  whieli  frequency  the  physiological  peculiarities  of  the 
womb  furnish  the  only  explanation.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  uterine  cavity  undergoes,  as  we  have  already  seen,  an  occa- 
sional hypertrophy  in  some  menstrual  disorders,  but  becomes 
eventually  cast  ofi'in  accordance  with  the  laws  which  regulate  its 
development  in  a  state  of  health  and  under  the  influence  of  preg- 
nancy. But  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  also  sometimes 
becomes  hypertrophied,  and  such  hypertrophies  are  not  decidu- 
ous, but  assume  the  form  either  of  a  distinct  fold  at  the  orifice  of 
the  womb,^  or  more  frequently  of  distinct  small  pendulous  out- 
growths. ISTow  and  then,  the  admixture  of  a  larger  quantity  of 
cellular  tissue  than  usual  gives  to  these  growths  a  more  consider- 
able size  than  they  attain  to  when  composed  exclusively  of  mucous 
membrane.  Sometimes  the  same  process  of  overgrowth  affects  the 
cellular  structure  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  then  a  peculiar 
form  of  outgrowth  is  produced,  termed  the  glandular  or  cellular 
polypus  of  the  cervix  uteri.  If  one  of  these  follicles  alone  in- 
creases at  the  expense  of  the  others,  and  without  a  corresponding 
hypertrophy  of  the  cellular  structure  or  mucous  membrane,  there 
are  then  produced  those  cysts  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  whose 
nature  and  origin  were  once  so  little  understood.  ■  Lastly,  if  the 
same  process  involves  the  uterine  substance  itself,  we  then  meet 
with  the  so-called  fibrous  tumors  of  the  womb,  which,  identical 
with  it  in  their  intimate  structure,  differ  only  in  this,  that  they  are 
not  developed  in  accordance  with  the  general  contour  of  the 
organ  in  which  they  arise;  but,  springing  from  various  centres, 
grow  with  no  symmetry  towards  its  outer  or  its  inner  surface,  and 
produce  symptoms  which  vary  according  to  their  seat  and  the 
vigor  of  their  growth. 

With  reference  to  these  and  other  varieties  of  growths  from  the 
womb,  it  is  not  altogether  without  importance  to  observe  that  the 
time  of  their  appearance  is  just  that  at  which  all  the  physiological 
changes  in  the  organ  go  on  with  the  greatest  activity,  and  that 
they  are  rarely  met  with  either  in  the  season  of  decrepitude  or  of 
early  youth.  The  same  fact,  too,  holds  good  to  a  great  extent  with 
reference  to  another  great  class  of  ailments  of  the  uterus;  those, 
namely,  of  a  malignant  character.  These,  also,  occur  chiefly  in 
the  season' of  sexual  activity,  and  seem  to  be  connected,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  female  breast,  with  the  wide  fluctuations  in  growth 
and  in  activity  which  succeed  each  other  in  those  parts  within  verj'- 
brief  intervals. 

Having  tlius  thrown  out  a  suggestion  that  may  perhaps  ox]ilain 
in  some  degree  the  singular  lialjility  of  the  womb, to  various  tumors 
and  outgrowths,  I  propose  to  examine  each  kind  in  succession, 
beginning  with  those  of  simplest  character,  namely  outgrowths 

1  As  wi'.U  dclinontod  by  Dr.  Tyler  Srnitli  in  pi.  ix  of  his  K.ssuy  in  tlio  I\fcd.  CIdr. 
Tranaaclii/nn,  vol.  xxxv. 
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from  the  nteriue  mucous  membrane ;  the  mucous  polypi  of  most 
writers  on  the  diseases  of  worn  en.  ^ 

These  generally  appear  as  small  outgrowths  from  the  folds  of  the 
so-called  arbor  vitce,  varying  from  a  third  to  half  an  inch  in  length 
by  about  three  lines  in  thickness ;  the  pedicle  by  which  they  are 
connected  with  the  mucous  membrane  being  generally  exceedingly 
slender,  though  at  the  same  time  very  short.  It  would  seem  as  if 
they  were  originally  cluplicatures  of  the  mucous  membrane,  of 
equal  thickness  throughout,  and  as  if  the  gradual  constriction  of 
their  pedicle  were  the  process  by  which  nature  gets  rid  of  them, 
just  by  the  same  means  as  those  by  which  the  loose  cartilages  in 
the  knee-joint  are  by  degrees  detached  from  their  connection  with 
the  synovial  membrane  whence  they  originally  sprang.  They  are 
usually  of  a  bright  rose  tint,  abundantly  supplied  with  a  delicate 
network  of  vessels,  and  consist  exclusively  of  mucous  membrane 
with  a  very  small  admixture  of  cellular  tissue.  '  The  seat  of  these 
little  bodies  is  nearly  always  the  cervical  canal,  from  any  part  of 
which  they  may  arise,  though  they  are  usually  nearer  the  external 
than  the  internal  os  uteri,  and  now  and  then  I  have  found  a  single 
growth  of  this  kind  in  the  uterine  cavity,  but  quite  at  its  lower 
part.  Though  generally  pediculated,  as  just  now  described,  they 
are  now  and  then  sessile,  of  a  flatter  form,  and  adherent  along  the 
whole  of  one  of  their  surfaces  to  the  mucous  membrane.  Occa- 
sionally, too,  they  do  not  assume  the  form  of  distinct  outgrowths, 
but  appear  like  hypertrophied  folds  of  the  arbor  vitse,  bearing  the 
same  relation  to  the  walls  of  the  cervix  as  the  attached  carnese 
columnse  do  to  the  parietes  of  the  heart. 

Sometimes  these  growths  are  solitary,  but  it  is  at  least  as  fre- 
quent for  two  or  three  of  them  to  be  found  in  the  same  patient ; 
they  have  a  disposition  also  to  be  reproduced ;  or  at  least  succes- 
sive growths  form,  so  that  it  is  not  unusual  for  a  patient  from 
whom  they  have  once  been  removed  to  require  a  repetition  of  the 
operation  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months.  I  have  known  them 
coexist  with  fi.brous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  but  do  not  imagine  that 
this  was  the  result  of  more  than  a  mere  coincidence,  and  have 
never  seen  reason  for  regarding  them  as  the  precursors  of  malig- 
nant disease,  though  the  late  Dr.  Montgomery,  of  Dublin,^  be- 
lieved this  to  be  not  infrequently  so  in  the  aged. 

Those  outgrowths,  which  are  simple  excrescences  from  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  never  exceed  the  very  small  dimensions  which  1 
have  just  specified.  Sometimes,  however,  a  larger  quantity  of 
cellular  tissue  enters  into  their  composition,  and  they  then  acquire 
a  much  larger  size,  and  hang  down  beyond  the  os  uteri  into  the 
vagina.  They  are  often  the  size  of  a  small  fig,  of  a  flattened  form, 
and  are  found  to  be  made  up  of  jihro-cellular  tissue,  having  an  in- 

1  Tha 'papillary  \)o\y\A  of  Hirsch,  whose  Essay  U^her  die  Histologic  und  Formen 
der  Uterus- Polypen,  8vo.,  Giessen,  1855,  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  this  depart- 
ment of  morbid  anatomy. 

2  In  a  very  valuable  paper  on  "  Polypus  of  the  Uterus  "  in  the  Dublin  Journal 
of  Medical  Science  for  August,  1846. 
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vestment  of  mucous  membrane,  while  they  do  not  proceed  exclu- 
sively from  the  cervix,  but  have  their  origin  also  sometimes  within 
the  cavity  of  the  womb. 

More  frequent  than  these  are  j^olypi  of  a  more  complex  structure, 
into  the  formation  of  which  there  enter  not  merel}'^  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  uterus  or  its  hj^pertrophied  fibro-cellular  tissue, 
but  also  the  large  mucous  follicles  of  the  cervix.  These  polypi 
assume  different  forms,  being  sometimes  pediculated,  and  the 
pedicle  is  occasionally  of  considerable  length;  at  other  times  they 
appear  as  continuous  outgrowths  from  the  inner  surface  of  one  or 
other  uterine  lip,  most  commonly,  I  think,  of  the  anterior.  On 
dividing  them,  their  most  striking  peculiarity  is  at  once  seen,  for 
they  are  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  tenacious,  transparent, 
albuminous  matter,  precisely  similar  to  that  which  is  secreted  by 
the  ISTabothian  glands.  Sometimes,  when  the  growth  is  still  small, 
vesicles  varying  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  kidney-bean, 
filled  with  this  albuminous  matter,  compose  the  great  bulk  of  the 
tumor,  their  walls  still  partially  transparent,  but  readily  distin- 
g-uishable  beneath  the  delicate  mucous  membrane  with  which  the 
whole  is  invested.  In  other  instances,  however,  and  generally 
whenever  the  bigness  of  the  growth  exceeds  the  size  of  the  first 
joint  of  the  thumb,  the  vesicles  are  not  so  distinct,  though  the 
structure  is  equally  characteristic.  In  the  midst  of  the  succulent 
fibro-cellular  tissue  which  enters  into  the  composition  of  the  tumor, 
there  are  numerous  canals,  whose  walls  are  of  a  denser  structure, 
arranged  longitudinally,  side  b}'  side,  some  of  them  communicat- 
ing with  each  other  towards  the  pedicle,  but  not  by  any  cross 
branches.  These  canals  are  all  directed  towards  the  surface  of  the 
tumor,  where  some  of  them  terminate  in  blind  pouches.  Others 
end  in  openings  mostly  of  an  oval  form,  and  invariably  smaller 
than  the  calibre  of  the  tube  itself.  Their  length  is  not  quite  uni- 
form, and  hence  it  results  that  the  tumor  has  a  peculiar,  uneven, 
almost  lobulated  surface,  closely  resembling  in  this  respect  the 
appearance  of  an  h3''pertrophied  tonsil.  They  are  filled  with  the 
same  albuminous  matter  as  in  the  smaller  outgrowths  is  contained 
in  the  vesicles  I  mentioned,  and  the  origin  of  both  appears  to  be 
the  same,  namely,  the  mucous  follicles  of  the  neck  of  the  womb. 
The  long  pedicle  with  which  these  growths  are  sometimes  fur- 
nished' does  not  contain  any  of  the  hy})ertrophied  tbllieles,  but  is 
composed  entirely  of  fibro-celluhir  tissue.  Usually,  however, 
the  pedicle  is  very  short,  and  the  point  of  origin  of  the  growth 
low  down  in  the  cervical  canal.  Though  freely  supplied  with 
vessels,  these  growths  do  not  in  general  present  any  considerable 
vascularity  of  the  surface,  which  may  l)e  stated  on  the  authority 
of  Vii'chow,^  to  be  comj)Osed  of  very  dense  cellular  tissue,  covered 
by  a  thick  layer  of  tessellated  epithelium. 

1  Soo  IJoiviti  ct  I)iii;es,  Maladirs  do  V Utcruii^  &c.,  Atlas,  pi.  xvii.  fig.  2,  juul  pi. 
xix,  fig.  2. 

'■*  In  tho  ArrJiix).  fur  Pathol.  Anatnmie  iivif,  Physinhpic,  vol.  vii,  1854,  p.  104,  uiul 
plutc  ii,  ligs.  5  and  G.     A  very  good  description  ol"  the  general  charaetors  of  tliis 
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Lastly,  in  connection  with  this  class  of  ailmeriits,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  occasional  enlargememt  of  the  follicles  of  the  cervix  uteri, 
unconnected  with  any  outgrowth  of  its  proper  tissue,  or  any  hyper- 
tropliy  of  its  mucous  membrane,  but  assuming  the  form  of  eysts^ 
whose  development  takes  place  at  the  expense  of  the  uterine  sub- 
stance. Sometimes,  too,  though  I  believe  not  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  these  cysts  or  vesicles  are  altogether  new  formations ;  and 
are  not  produced  by  the  mere  enlargement  of  occluded  follicles. 
Such,  at  least,  is  the  conclusion  which  the  examination  of  their 
structure  by  the  microscope  leads  us  to  adopt.  In  examining  the 
uterus  after  death,  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to  observe  several 
vesicles  of  the  size  of  a  pea  imbedded  between  the  folds  of  the 
arbor  vitse,  but  scarcely,  if  at  all,  projecting  beyond  the  level  of 
the  mucous  membrane.  This  size,  however,  may  be  greatly  ex- 
ceeded. In  the  uterus  of  a  woman,  aged  twenty-nine  years,  which 
presented  no  other  appearance  of  disease,  all  the  isTabotbian  glands 
were  much  enlarged,  and  the  whole  cervical  canal  was  filled  with 
their  secretion;  while  at  the  upper  part  of  the  cervix  uteri  was 
one  of  these  cysts  as  large  as  a  kidney  bean,  distended  with  albu- 
minous matter,  and  having  by  its  increase  produced  the  absorption 
of  almost  the  whole  of  the  uterine  wall,  which  was  scarcely  a  line 
in  thickness.  The  cyst  had  produced  a  degree  of  bulging  out- 
wardly of  the  attenuated  uterine  wall,  such  as  must  have  been 
obvious  during  life,  and  by  which  I  believe  that,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  I  have  recognized  this  affection,  which  might,  but  for 
other  symptoms,  be  taken  for  a  solid  tumor  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb.^ 

Though  I  have  met  with  many  more  cases  in  practice,  yet  I  have 
preserved  notes  of  only  twenty-three  instances  of  these  varieties  of 
uterine  polypi,  a  circumstance  readily  explicable  by  the  speedy  and 
complete  removal  of  the  ailment  by  a  very  slight  and  simple  opera- 
tion. Of  the  twenty-three  cases,  five  occurred  in  single,  eighteen 
in  married  women,  of  whom  twelve  had  given  birth  to  children  at 
the  full  period,  one  had  aborted  several  times,  and  five  had  never 
been  pregnant.  The  age  of  the  youngest  patient  was  twenty-three, 
that  of  the  oldest  fifty-seven  ;  and  the  average  age  of  all  was  forty 
years.  The  symptoms  which  induced  the  patients  to  seek  for 
medical  aid  had  existed  for  periods  varying  from  three  months 
to  four  years ;  and  were  in  every  instance  very  similar  in  kind, 
though  varying  greatly  in  degree.  Either  leucorrhceal  discharge, 
or  hemorrhage,  or  both  existed;  to  which  bearing-down  pains 
were  sometimes,  though  by  no  means  constantly,  superadded. 

Once  or  twice  I  have  accidentally  discovered  small  polypi  in 

kind  of  polypus  and  a  diagram  of  its  structure  were  given  by  Dr.  Oldham  in  Ouy^s 
Hospital  Reports,  2d  series,  vol.  ii.  It  has  also  been  well  described  by  Huguier  in 
the  Memoires  de  la  Societe  de  Chiriirgie  de  Paris,  vol.  i,  1847,  p.  35. 

'  An  extremely  elaborate  paper  on  this  subject,  with  several  illustrative  drawings, 
has  been  published  by  M.  Huguier,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Memoires  de  la  Societe 
de  Chincrc/ie,  pp.  241-295,  and  plates  i-iii.  The  other  portions  of  this  Essay  will 
call  for  notice  hereafter. 

14 
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cases  wliere  tliey  had  produced  no  symptoms  whatever.  This, 
however,  is  unusual,  for  hemorrhage  is  very  generally  present, 
though  its  amount  seems  to  be  in  great  measure  dependent  on  the 
relation  the  polypi  bear  to  the  cervical  canal ;  being  usually  much 
more  considerable  if  the  growth  is  inclosed  within  the  lips  of  the 
OS  uteri,  than  if  it  projects  beyond  them  and  hangs  down  into  the 
vagina.  This,  indeed,  is  what  might  be  expected  beforehand,  and 
it  serves  to  explain  the  history  which  patients  occasionally  relate 
of  themselves,  that  the  hemorrhage  which  at  one  time  had  been 
profuse  has  at  length  greatly  diminished,  or  eveu  altogether  ceased. 
The  iufluence  of  these  small  polypi  in  producing  uterine  irritation 
is  sometimes  exemplified  by  their  giving  rise  to  considerable  en- 
largement of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  a  degree  of  hardness  con- 
sequent on  engorgement  of  the  part  from  the  considerable  afflux 
of  blood  thither ;  a  condition  that  may  lead  the  practitioner,  unless 
on  his  guard,  to  overlook  the  real  nature  of  the  ailment,  and  to 
suppose  that  he  has  to  do  with  hypertrophy  and  induration  the 
result  of  some  bygone  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  womb. 
This  same  fact  also  explains  why  it  is  that  a  comparatively  large 
polypus  banging  down  into  the  vagina  may  be  unaccompanied 
with  bleeding,  while  an  extremely  small  outgrowth  still  included 
within  the  neck  of  the  womb  may  occasion  very  formidable  hemor- 
rhage. 

These  simple  facts  point,  I  believe,  to  the  solution  of  a  much 
mooted  question  as  to  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage  in  these  and 
other  varieties  of  uterine  polj^pi  and  tumors.  The  growths  are 
themselves  well  supplied  with  vessels ;  if  wounded  they  bleed ;  if 
excised,  the  hemorrhage  which  takes  place  from  their  pedicle  is 
sometimes  considerable,  has  even  been  known  to  prove  dangerous; 
but  yet  all  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  it  is  rather  from  the  womb 
itself  than  from  the  outgrowth  that  the  principal  bleeding  flows, 
and  that  the  hemorrhage  is  proportionate,  less  to  the  size  of  the 
outgrowth  than  to  the  intimacy  of  the  relation  between  it  and  the 
womb.  Of  this  I  saw  some  years  ago  a  very  remarkable  exempli- 
fication. A  woman  came  under  my  care  who  for  three  years  had 
suffered  from  very  profuse  hemorrhages,  which  had  ceased  without 
known  cause  for  three  months  before  I  saw  her.  The  non-appear- 
ance of  the  menses  for  the  same  period  did  not  engage  m}-  attention 
as  it  ought  to  have  done ;  and  I  accordingly  excised  a  fibrous  p()ly[)us 
the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg,  which  grew  by  a  short  pedicle  iVi)m 
the  inside  of  the  cervix  uteri.  Very  profuse  bleeding  followed  the 
operation,  but  no  other  untoward  symptom ;  and  within  six  months 
more  tlie  patient  was  confined  at  the  full  term  of  pregnancy.  I  do 
not  relate  tlie  case  now  for  the  sake  of  the  moral  to  be  di-awn  from 
it  with  reference  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  care  in  your  diagnosis, 
thongh  in  this  res[)ect  it  comments  on  itself,  l)ut  because  it  illns- 
trates  exceedingly  well  the  source  whence  the  most  abnndant 
hemorrluigc  flows.  For  three  years  tlie  polypus  liad  irritated  the 
womb,  and  blood  liad  l)cen  abnndantly  ])ourod  out.  l^rognancy 
took  jilace,  tlicrc  \vas  increased  flow  of  blood  towards  the  part; 
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tlie  polj'piTS  must  have  gained  rather  than  lost  in  vascularity,  hut 
no  Bleeding  occurred.  The  uterine  cavity  was  now  lined  with 
decidua,  and  its  cervical  canal  was  occupied  hy  the  mucous  plug 
poured  out  from  the  ISTabothian  glands,  and  thus  sheltered  from 
irritation,  the  hemorrhage  fi^om  its  surface  ceased,  and  leucorrhoea 
alone  continued  the  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  tumor. 

The  structure  of  the  polypus  has,  however,  something  to  do  with 
the  nature  of  the  symptoms,  with  the  occurrence,  and  still  more 
with  the  amount  of  the  hemorrhage.  Those  polypi  which  present 
the  compound  structure  due  to  enlargement  of  the  JSTahothian 
glands,  are  always  attended  hy  profuse  leucorrhoea,  a  circum- 
stance easily  explicable  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  formation  of 
the  outgrowth  is  associated  with  a  state  of  hj'pertrophy  and  over- 
activity^ of  the  whole  secreting  apparatus  of  the  neck  of  the  womb. 
Their  vascularity  being  less  than  that  of  the  small  mucous  polypi, 
they  are  also  more  frequently  unaccompanied  with  bleeding,  while, 
as  might  be  expected,  the  hemorrhage  is  usually  absent  when  they 
assume  the  form  of  outgrowths  from  the  inner  surface -of  one  or 
other  uterine  lip,  since  in  that  case  the  cervical  canal  escapes 
almost  entirely  from  direct  irritation. 

I  do  not  know  whether  these  growths  have  any  special  influence 
unfavorable  to  conception,  though  there  is  no  cloubt  but  that  the 
very  nature  of  the  symptoms  to  which  they  give  rise  is  of  a  kind 
to  lessen  the  probabilities  of  a  woman  becoming  pregnant.  I 
once  excised  a  polypus,  composed  of  enlarged  Kabothian  glands, 
of  the  size  of  a  sugared  almond,  from  the  anterior  lip  of  the  uterus 
of  a  young  woman  who  had  lived  for  more  than  eighteen  months 
in  sterile  marriage,  but  who  became  pregnant  within  a  month 
afterwards,  and  was  delivered  of  a  living  child  at  the  full  period. 
Here,  however,  the  relations  of  the  tumor  were  such  as  mechani- 
cally to  narrow,  and  almost  to  occlude  the  uterine  orifice. 

The  enlargement  of  one  or  m.ore  of  the  follicles  of  the  cervix,  so 
as  to  form  distinct  cysts  in  the  uterine  substance,  is  of  rare  occur- 
rence. In  the  few  instances  of  it  which  have  come  under  my 
observation,  a  profuse  albuminous  discharge,  unchecked  by  treat- 
ment, or  even  by  the  free  ap^Dlication  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  within 
the  cervical  canal,  has  been  invariably  present.  On  one  or  two 
occasions  I  have  felt  at  the  upper  j^art  of  the  cervix  a  small  nodule 
which  might  readily  be  taken  for  a  small  fibrous  tumor,  but  which 
may  be  known  by  its  yielding  slightly  on  firm  pressure,  and  by  its 
size  not  being  invariably  the  same  at  difterent  times.  I  have 
not  found  these  cysts  associated  with  menorrhagia,  though  that 
symptom  was  ii)resent  in  some  of  the  cases  related  in  M.  Huguier's 
essay  on  this  affection. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  special  difficulty  attending  the  diagnosis 
of  these  outgrowths,  nor  of  any  particular  rules  which  can  be  laid 
down  for  the  avoidance  of  error.  The  very  small  polypi  are  some- 
times scarcely  perceptible  by  the  finger,  and  I  have  already  referred 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  cervix  which  they  occasionally  produce, 
and  which  is  likely  to  mislead  the  unwary.     The  only  rule  that 


212  TREATMENT    OF    SMALL    POLYPI. 

can  be  given  for  practical  guidance,  is,  however,  this :  that  in  no 
case  of  long-continued  menorrhagia  should  we  be  content  with 
mere  digital  examination,  but  should  invariabl}'  employ  the  specu- 
lum; and  further,  if  no  satisfactor}'  conclusion  be  thereby  arrived 
at,  we  should  dilate  the  os  uteri  with  sponge  tents,  in  order  that 
the  cervical  canal  may  be  brought  within  reach  both  of  examina- 
tion with  the  finger  and  with  the  speculum.  If  these  precautions 
be  neglected,  the  patient  whom  we  have  failed  to  relieve  may 
place  herself  under  some  more  careful  practitioner,  who  will  at 
once  detect  the  cause  of  her  symptoms,  and  cure  her  by  an  ex- 
tremely simple  operation. 

For  the  most  part,  nothing  is  more  easy  than  the  removal  of 
these  small  outgroivths.  The  smallest  may  be  removed  by  laying 
hold  of  them  with  a  pair  of  long  forceps,  and  twisting  them  ofl', 
while  those  which  are  somewhat  larger,  after  being  twisted  to 
check  the  risk  of  bleeding,  may  be  cut  off  with  a  pair  of  scissors. 
The  bivalve  speculum  should  always  be  emploj'ed  in  doing  this, 
and  both  forceps  and  scissors  are  made  for  the  purpose,  so  con- 
structed as  to  be  readily  worked  within  the  speculum.  To  attempt 
their  removal  by  means  of  forceps  or  scissors  simpl}''  guided  by  the 
hand,  is  at  best  but  a  bungling  mode  of  proceeding,  while  besides, 
the  risk  of  hemorrhage  is  much  greater  than  it  would  be  if,  after 
the  removal  of  the  polypus,  the  part  whence  it  sprang  were  touched 
with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  a  precaution  which  I  now  never 
omit.  Sir  C.  Locock^  has  described  a  sort  of  long  gouge,  which 
he  has  contrived,  with  much  ingenuity,  for  the  removal  of  small 
polypi  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  but  these  bodies,  often  so  small  as  to  be 
scarcely  distinguishable  by  the  finger,  are  also  far  too  movable  to 
be  readily  detached  by  any  instrument  introduced,  as  this  must 
be,  pretty  much  at  a  venture,  and  I  have  found  it,  on  trial,  practi- 
cally useless.  In  the  case  of  the  sessile  outgrowths,  which  I  spoke 
of  as  occasionally  resembling,  in  their  relations  to  the  uterine 
walls,  those  of  the  carnete  columnas  to  the  heart,  I  have  applied 
the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  b}^  means  of  the  speculum,  and  by  this 
proceeding  destroyed  the  outgrowths,  and  arrested  the  bleeding. 

In  the  case  of  the  larger  growths,  made  up  either  of  fibro- 
cellular  tissue,  or  of  hypertrophied  uterine  follicles,  I  also  employ 
the  speculum  if  practicable.  If  the  outgrowth  be  too  large  to 
come  readily  within  the  blades  of  the  speculum,  while  its  struc- 
ture is  too  frail  or  its  pedicle  too  thin  to  allow  of  its  being  seized 
and  drawn  down  by  means  of  the  Museux  hooks,  I  employ  a  pair 
of  forceps  similar  to  those  used  by  surgeons  for  operations  on  the 
tongue,  with  rackwork  at  the  liandles  to  insure  the  firm  closure 
of  the  instrument.  In  all  operations  of  this  kind  it  is  a  great 
convenience  to  have  the  force] )S  or  hooks  made  Avith  a  lock  like 
that  of  tlie  midwifery  forcejts,  by  which  means  each  blade  may 
be  inti-odnced  s('j)aratcly,  may  be  carried  higher  u])  along  the 
pedicle  of  the  growth,  and  made  to  seize  it  more  firmly  than  can 

'  McdicQ-CIuTurcjical  Travsnctiuiis,  vi>l.  xxxi,  p.  171. 
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be  done  if  the  blades  are  united,  and  have  to  be  separated  after 
their  introduction  into  the  vagina.  The  polj'pus  being  laid  hold 
of  by  this  instrument,  a  pair  of  curved,  blunt-pointed  scissors 
may  easily  be  carried  up  to  divide  the  pedicle,  while  any  hemor- 
rhage that  may  follow  will  usually  be  checked  with  ease  by  the 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver  through  the  speculum,  and  by  the 
subsequent  introduction  of  a  piece  of  cotton-wool  soaked  in  the 
tincture  of  matico,  and  which  may  be  easily  withdrawn  after  a 
few  hours  by  a  thread  previously  fastened  to  it. 

The  question  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  ligature  and  of 
excision  can  scarcely  be  raised  with  reference  to  these  small  polypi, 
since  the  latter  proceeding  is  so  simple  and  easy,  and  with  due  care 
is  not  attended  b}^  any  serious  risk  of  hemorrhage.  The  forcible 
avulsion  of  polypi  is  a  rough  and  hazardous  proceeding,  a  relic  of 
barbarous  surgery;  while  their  strangulation  by  means  of  pecu- 
liar constructed  forceps'  appears  to  me  to  be  possessed  of  no 
advantage  over  the  use  of  the  ligature. 

Slight  as  in  most  cases  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  these 
outgrowths  is,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  prudence  to  keep  our  patient 
in  bed  for  one  or  two  days  after  its  performance.  On  the  only 
occasion  in  which  I  neglected  this  precaution,  and  allowed  a 
woman  from  whom  I  had  removed  a  small  vascular  polj^pus  in 
the  out-patient  room  to  return  home,  an  attack  of  peritonitis  came 
on  which  necessitated  her  reception  into  the  hospital,  where, 
however,  the  disease  speedily  yielded  to  appropriate  remedies. 

Since  I  became  acquainted  with  the  essay  of  M.  Huguier,  I 
have  not  met  with  any  of  those  enormous  cystic  enlargements  of 
the  uterine  follicles  whose  nature  was  described  a  short  time  since. 
I  applied,  in  the  few  instances  which  had  come  under  my  notice, 
the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  abundantly  within  the  cervical  canal, 
but  with  scarcely  any  benefit.  M.  Huguier,  however,  has  adopted, 
and  with  marked  success,  the  simple  plan  of  scarifying  the  interior 
of  the  neck  of  the  womb  previously  to  applying  the  caustic,  by 
which  means  the  cysts  are  emptied  of  their  albuminous  contents, 
and  the  caustic  comes  to  act  immediately  upon  their  secreting 
membrane. 

Allied  to  these  outgrowths  in  many  of  the  symptoms  to  which 
they  give  rise,  though  differing  in  their  essential  characters,  are 
those  accumulations  of  blood  within  the  uterine  cavity  where  it 
undergoes  certain  changes  and  a  kind  of  imperfect  organization, 
which  have  received  the  name  o^  fibrinous  jJolypi.  The  late  Pro- 
fessor Kiwisch,^  who  was,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  first 

^  A  proceeding  first  suggested  by  Sir  Cbarles  Bell,  in  his  Principles  of  Operative 
Surgery,  and  renewed  with  some  modifications  recently  by  M.  Gensoul,  of  Lyons, 
in  a  pamphlet  entitled  Nouveau  procede  pour  operer  les  Polypes  de  Matrice,  Lyons, 
8vo.,  18.5L 

2  In  the  first  edition  of  his  Klinisehe  Vo/Hrage,  &c.,  published  in  1849,  vol.  i,  p.  ' 
420,  ^  222.     He  made  no  addition  to  the  account  there  given  in  the  subsequent 
editions  of  his  book.     Four  years  before  the  appearance  of  his  observations  a  very 
characteristic  case  of  this  occurrence  was  published  by  M.  Lebert,  under  the  name 
of  Tumeur  Fibrineitse  de  I'  Uterus,  at  p.  90,  of  vol.  ii,  of  his  Physiologie  Pathologique. 
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person  to  give  a  complete  description  of  this  aflection,  admits  the 
comparative  unsuitability  of  the  epithet,  which  may,  however,  be 
conveniently  retained  for  the  present.  In  certain  conditions,  inde- 
pendent, as  he  believes,  of  impregnation,  consequent,  as  others 
think,  upon  previous  abortion,  the  walls  of  the  uterus  may  be  so 
soft  and  yielding  as  to  allow  of  the  gradual  accumulation  of  effused 
blood  in  the  cavity  of  the  organ.  In  the  course  of  time  the  clot 
may  not  only  pass  through  changes  that  remove  the  coloring 
matter  from  its  exterior, — which  assumes  a  dirty  white  or  grayish 
aspect,  while  portions  of  a  dark  red  hue  are  still  to  be  found  with- 
in, but  may  also  be  the  seat  of  the  same  kind  of  imperfect  organ- 
ization as  has  been  observed  in  the  case  of  hemorrhages  into  the 
arachnoid,  or  of  blood  effused  in  other  situations.'  Like  cardiac 
polypi,  so  these  become  firmly  adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  cavity 
within  which  they  form;  and  the  late  Franz  Kilian,  of  Maj-ence, 
found  one  whose  constituent  fibrine  was  in  various  stages  of  fibril- 
lization,  while  its  surface  had  received  a  partial  investment  of 
tessellated  epithelium,  which  he  believed  to  be  due  to  the  advanced 
organization  of  the  outer  layer  of  fibrine.^ 

The  very  nature  of  the  organ  within  which  these  collections 
form  is  unfavorable  to  that  more  complete  organization  taking 
place  in  them  which  may  occur  in  similar  effusions  in  other  parts. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  at  the  latest,  the  uterus  becomes 
irritated  by  the  presence  of  the  clot,  hemorrhage  takes  place,  the 
organ  contracts,  and  the  mass  is  at  length  expelled  with  symptoms 
almost  identical  with  those  of  an  abortion. 

The  question,  as  I  just  now  mentioned,  has  been  raised,  as  to 
whether  this  fibrinous  polypus  forms  independent  of  the  previous 
enlargement  of  the  uterus  by  abortion  or  delivery  at  the  full  period. 
Kiwisch  believed  that  it  does  ;  and  alleged  as  characteristic  of  it 
that  the  chief  accumulation  of  blood  takes  place  not  within  the 
body  of  the  womb,  but  in  the  dilated  cervical  canal.  This  state- 
ment, however,  is  controverted  by  his  worthy  successor.  Professor 
Scanzoni  f  and  the  fact  that  the  patients  in  whom  the  accident 
occurred  were  in  everj^  instance  married  women,  and  that  in  all 
the  menses  had  been  suppressed  for  a  period  of  from  six  weeks  to 
three  months  previous  to  the  outburst  of  the  hemorrhage,  favors 
the  suspicion  that  conception  had  taken  place,  and  that  the  bleed- 
ing was  at  first  but  the  evidence  of  abortion.  In  this  view,  too, 
Virchow*  coincides,  and  states  that  on  a  post-mortem  examination 
he  has  invariably  found  the  base  of  the  swelling  formed  either  by 
actual  remains  of  the  fcctal  placenta,  or  by  the  adhesion  of  coagula 

In  this  ctMic  tlio  expulsion  of  the  muss  took  plnoo  six  wooks  al'tor  n  mhcnvvliXi^o ;  and 
for  soiTK!  time  provioiis  bntli  tlio  pain  and  tbe  hcmorrliago  which  had  accompanied 
the  inisfarriat^o  liad  altop;ctlicr  ceased. 

1  On  wliifli  snlijcct  scri  Paiijet's  Lectures  on  Surqicnl  Pnthologi/,  vol.  i,  ]i]).  ]  73-175. 

2  Ilcnlo  and  PfVnifler's  Zeii/<rJirift,  vol.  vii,  1840,  p.  149. 

'  Verhandkmr/en der  P/ii/s.  Med.  Oenellschafi  in  Wilrzliurrj,  vol.  ii,  p.  30;  and  in 
his  Lr.hrlmck  der  Krankheilen  dcr  Weibliclicn  Scxaalorqnnc,  8vo.,  8d  cd.,  Wicn, 
1863,  p.  2fi5. 

*  Die  Kranhhajtcn  OeschwUlsic,  Svo.,  13(^rlin,  1803,  \o].  i,  j).  l]!t. 
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from  the  torn  vessels  to  the  uneven  surface  of  the  maternal  placenta, 
SO  that  the  question  of  the  origin  of  these  polypi  may  be  considered 
as  decided. 

The  external  os  uteri,  indeed,  closes  so  speedily  after  the  occur- 
rence of  abortion  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  that  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  how  blood  may  slowly  collect  within 
the  cavity  of  the  organ,  and,  coagulating,  remain  there  till  by  its 
bulk  it  excites  the  contraction  of  the  womb.  The  presence  even 
of  a  very  minute  portion  of  the  ovum  greatly  favors  this  occur- 
rence, and  I  have  known  pain  and  hemorrhage  continue  for  six 
weeks  in  one  instance,  for  four  months  in  another,  after  the  sup- 
posed completion  of  an  abortion,  till  at  length  a  portion  of  decidua, 
or,  at  least,  of  a  substance  resembling  it,  was  expelled  ;  with  the 
discharge  of  which  the  hemorrhage  and  all  the  symptoms  disap- 
peared. 

Be  the  conditions  under  which  the  hemorrhage  occurs  what  they 
may,  the  object  of  all  treatment  would  be  the  same, — namely,  to 
empty  the  uterus  by  exciting  its  action,  and  afterwards  to  maintain 
the  contracted  state  of  the  organ.  For  this  purpose  the  removal 
of  any  coagulum  that  is  within  reach  of  the  fingers,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  ergot  of  rye,  the  local  application  of  cold,  and  the 
injection  of  the  uterine  cavity,  are  the  means  to  which  we  should 
obviously  have  recourse.  Kiwisch  was  accustomed  always  to  em- 
plo}'  cold  water ;  but  in  cases  of  this  description  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  use  it  tepid,  and  have  found  it  excite  sufficiently 
energetic  uterine  contractions,  without  producing  that  great  shock 
which  I  have  sometimes  seen  follow  the  injection  of  perfectly  cold 
"water  into  the  cavity  of  the  unimpregnated  womb.^ 

1  There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  uterine  polypus,  of  which  Dr.  E.  Lee  gives  a  de- 
lineation in  plate  ix,  fig.  i,  of  his  beautiful,  though  unfortunately  incomplete. 
Practical  Observations  on  Diseases  of  the  Uterus,  folio,  1849,  part  ii.  He  terms  it  a 
fihro-cystic  tumor  ;  hut  his  account  of  its  structure  is  too  meagre  to  enable  one  to 
determine  its  real  nature.  Dr.  Oldham,  in  his  paper  already  referred  to,  gives  a 
sketch  of  a  similar  growth,  and  suggests  its  probable  source  in  some  peculiar  alter- 
ation or  hypertrophy  of  the  uterine  glands,  a  view  which  quite  accords  with  that 
of  Hirsch,  who  describes  several  specimens  of  this  kind  of  outgrowth,  for  which  he 
suggests  {loc.  cit.,  p.  61)  the  name  of  the  Decidual-polypus  of  the  body  of  the  uterus. 
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LECTUREXV. 

TJTEEINE   TUMORS  AND  OUTGROWTHS. 

Fibrous  Tumors; — their  general  characters,  varying  seat,  and  identity  of  micro- 
scopic structure.  Influence  of  these  growths  upon  the  uterus,  and  causes  which 
modify  it.  Their  number  and  size.  Changes  which  they  undergo,  and  nature's 
efforts  to  get  rid  of  them; — their  disintegration,  their  calcareous  transforma- 
tion. 

Frequency  of  these  growths  ; — influence  of  age  on  their  production. 

Symptoms:  disorders  of  menstruation,  hemorrhage,  pain,  sterility,  and  miscar- 
riage ;  their  comparative  frequency.     Mode  of  access  of  the  symptoms. 

General  sketch  of  symptoms  of  fibrous  tumors. 

We  are  now  about  to  enter  on  an  examination  of  one  of  the 
most  important  ailments  of  the  uterus ;  one  which  is  frequent  in 
its  occurrence,  serious  in  its  results,  and-  but  little  amenable  to 
treatment.  It  is,  moreover,  characterized  by  much  uncertainty 
in  its  rate  of  progress,  which,  sometimes  rapid,  is  at  other  times 
very  slow,  while  still  more  rarely,  the  disease  is  almost  or  alto- 
gether cured  by  nature,  who  either  eliminates  the  morbid  structure 
from  the  organ  whence  it  sprang,  or  eifects  changes  in  it  such  as 
completely  stop  its  growth,  and  render  it  quite  harmless. 

The  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  (for  this  name  seems  to  me  the 
most  appropriate  among  the  man^'-  designations  which  it  has  re- 
ceived) is  a  growth  more  or  less  intimately  connected  with  the 
uterine  walls,  with  which  its  structure  is  almost  identical.  It  is 
seldom  solitary,  but  several  tumors  are  usually  found  to  be  present 
at  the  same  time,  though  one  or  two  generally  outstrip  the  others 
in  the  rapidity  of  their  development,  the  rate  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  symptoms,  are  greatly  influenced  by  the  situation 
that  they  occupy. 

Whatever  is  the  situation  or  size  of  one  of  these  tumors,  it  is 
characterized  by  a  spherical  form  and  a  firm  texture,  though  its 
surface  is  sometimes  nodulated,  as  if  from  the  aggregation  together 
of  several  tumors,  and  the  firm  texture  is  occasionally  interrupted 
by  irregular  spaces  or  cavities  containing  fluid,  while  many  minor 
difierences  exist  in  the  degree  of  firmness,  elasticity,  or  succulence 
of  difierent  specimens.  On  a  section  being  made  of  any  of  these 
tumors,  they  present  great  similarity  to  each  other,  being  composed 
of  a  dense  grayish  structure,  intersected  by  numerous  dead- white 
bands  and  lines  which  are  almost  invariably  arranged  according  to 
a  doHnite  type  or  ])lan.  In  some  instances  these  fibres  have  a  eon- 
centric  arrangement,  while  in  otiiers  they  have  a  Avavy  disti'ibution, 
or  are  disjjosed  around  scvei-al  dilferent  centres.  Tumors  of  the 
first  kind  arc  usually  remarkable  lor  their  hardness  and  their  small 
degree  of  vascularity  ;  they  are  also  contained  within  a  remarkably 
distinct  fil)ro-('(!lIular  investment,  are  ind)ed(lod  in  the  uterine  sub- 
stance, and  seldom  attain  a  size  exceeding  that  of  a  shelled  walnut. 
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The  other  varieties  are  more  vascular,  less  firm,  have  a  less  complete 
capsule,  may  occupy  all  parts  of  the  exterior  or  interior  of  the 
womb,  and  may  grow  to  a  very  large  size,  so  as  to  weigh  twenty, 
forty,  or  even  seventy  pounds.  Moreover,  it  happens  sometimes 
that  in  the  course  of  their  development  two  or  more  tumors 
coalesce,  at  least  apparently,  so  as  to  form  a  large  growth,  though 
on  a  section  it  will  be  seen  that  the  different  growths  remain  dis- 
tinct from  each  other,  separated  by  fibro-cellular  septa,  the  remains 
of  the  more  complete  investment  l3y  which,  when  smaller,  each  was 
surrounded.  Lastly,  they  sometimes  assume  the  form  of  distinct 
outgrowths  from  the  uterine  substance  ;  the  fibres  of  the  womb  not 
merely  passing  over  the  tumor  at  some  parts,  or  even  over  the 
whole  of  its  surface,  but  actually  growing  into  and  being  continuous 
with  it.  This  last  form  is,  I  believe,  observed  only  in  the  case  of 
some  fibrous  tumors  growing  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and 
constituting  polypi. 

None  of  these  differences,  however,  are  accompanied  by  im- 
portant modifications  in  the  essential  structure  of  these  growths. 
They  are  all  made  up  of  fibres  resembling  those  of  very  dense 
cellular  tissue,  or  of  tendinous  substance,  or  of  elastic  tissue,  pre- 
senting various  degrees  of  completeness  of  development,  and  inter- 
mingled with  cytoblasts  and  a  granular  substance,  the  abundance  of 
which  is  usually  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  perfection  of  the  fibrous 
element  of  the  growth.  In  almost  every  instance  there  are  present 
also  some  of  the  broad  unstriped  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterine 
tissue,  and  these  sometimes  enter  very  largely  into  the  composi- 
tion of  the  tumors;  while,  where  this  is  not  the  case,  the  uterine 
tissue  nevertheless  is  intermingled  with  the  pedicle  of  those  growths 
which  project  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  furnishes  them 
with  a  partial  investment,  often,  indeed,  with  a  complete  cover- 
ing.^ When  to  this  we  add,  that  though  the  degree  of  vascularity 
of  these  tumors  varies  widely  in  different  instances,  there  is  noth- 
ing at  all  peculiar  in  the  arrangement  of  their  vessels,  and  further, 
that,  like  the  tissue  from  whence  they  spring,  they  admit  of  being 
resolved  into  gelatine  by  boiling,  we  have  mentioned  everything 
of  moment  concerning  their  composition  and  their  structure. 

There  are  several  difterent  situations  from  any  or  all  of  which 
these  growths  may  proceed,  and  it  is  not  very  unusual  to  meet 
with  illustrations  of  all  in  the  same  uterus.  Sometimes  they  are 
developed  immediately  beneath  the  peritoneum  which  covers  the 
uterus,  or  the  first  half-inch  or  inch  of  the  ovarian  ligament  or  of 
the  Fallopian  tubes.  Such  perfectly  superficial  growths  are  gener- 
ally limited  to  the  fundus  or  upper  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus, 
are  more  frequent  on  its  posterior  than  on  its  anterior  surface,  and 
for  the  most  part  remain  of  a  very  small  size,  scarcely  exceeding 


1  The  first  careful  microscopic  examination  of  these  growtl 
Valentin.     See  his  Repertorium,  1843,  p.  10.     In  Walter's  Diaseri 


Fths  was  made  by 
7)-taiion,  already  re- 
ferred to,  are  the  results  of  the  microscopic  Qxamination  of  five  different  specimens, 
by  Professer  Bidder,  ^  20,  pp.  37-41  ;  and  lastly,  the  results  of  some  other  exami- 
nations are  given  by  Paget,  op.  cit,  vol.  ii,  pp.  135,  136. 
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the  higness  of  a  large  pea  or  of  a  kidney  bean,  and  seldom  pro- 
ject so  far  as  to  form  more  than  the  half  of  a  much-flatteued  sphere. 
In  other  instances,  they  proceed  from  the  thickness  of  the  uterine 
wall,  and  may  then  either  grow  outwards  towards  the  peritoneum, 
or  inwards  towards  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  though  the  former  is 
by  far  the  more  frequent  occurrence,  and  is  so  doubtless  for  the 
obvious  reason  that  in  that  direction  the  tumor  encounters  the 
least  resistance  to  its  growth.  Such  tumors  sometimes  attain  the 
size  of  a  goose's  egg,  of  a  large  pear,  or  even  a  greater  bulk,  and 
are  connected  with  the  uterus  by  a  thick  pedicle  into  w^hich 
uterine  fibres  enter,  though,  unlike  the  tumors  that  grow  towards 
the  cavity  of  the  womb,  they  do  not  receive  an  investment  from 
its  substance.  The  tumors  that  thus  grow  outwardly  from  the 
uterine  walls  are  often  present  in  considerable  number,  as  may  be 
seen,  for  instance,  in  a  preparation  in  the  Museum  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  where  twelve  of  these  growths  may  be  counted 
projecting  from  the  surface  of  the  womb,  though  its  interior  is 
quite  free  from  disease.  When  they  grow  internally,  they  are 
sometimes  positive  outgrowths  of  the  uterine  tissue,  while  even 
when  this  is  not  the  case,  their  relations  to  the  womb  are  gener- 
all}'  very  intimate.^  They  receive  an  investment  of  uterine  tissue, 
and  are  often  much  more  abundantly  supplied  w^ith  blood  than 
any  other  varieties  of  these  growths  ;  points,  all  of  which  are  of 
very  great  practical  moment,  modifying  the  patient's  symptoms, 
and  influencing  also  our  conduct.  Whatever  be  their  point  of 
origin,  these  growths  usually  tend,  as  tliey  increase  in  size,  to  be- 
come distinctly  pediculated.  To  this,  however,  there  are  occa- 
sional exceptions.  The  firm,  very  slightly  vascular  tumor,  with 
concentric  arrangement  of  its  fibres,  remains  imbedded  in  the 
uterine  substance  and  covered  by  its  investment  of  cellular  mem- 
brane, without  any  disposition  to  project  into  the  interior,  or  to 
protrude  at  the  exterior  of  the  organ.  In  some  cases,  too,  the 
more  vascular  variety  of  fibrous  tumor,  with  a  very  elastic  and 
very  succulent  tissue,  becomes  developed  in  the  thickness  of  one 
or  other  uterine  wall,  attaining  the  size  of  the  foetal  head,  or  even 
a  greater  bulk,  and  producing  very  great  enlargement  of  the  uterus, 
but  retaining  its  spherical  form,  and  continuing  imbedded  in  the 
substance  of  the  organ  rather  than  projecting  from  it  in  either 
direction.'-^ 

The  influence  which  these  growths  exert  upon  the  uterus  varies 
to  a  very  remarkable  extent,  but  is  in  proportion  to  the  intimacy 
of  the  relation  between  the  tumor  and  the  womb,  rather  than  to 
the  mere  size  to  which  the  tumor  itself  attains.  When  situated 
external  to  the  womb,  and  growing  into  the  peritoneal  cavit}',  the 

'  The  Museum  of  Si.  I'lirtholomcw's  Hospital  contains  two  specimens  illustrat- 
ing exceedingly  well  the  dlOercnce  between  the  outgrowth  and  the  tumor,  for 
wliicli  purjjose  they  are  diagrammatized  by  Mr.  Paget,  op.  cli.,  Vdl.  ii,  p.  i;!l,  lii;-9. 
11  and  12. 

'^  A  condition  admirably  represented  in  Wcnzel,  Kiumkhcilcn  ties  Uterus,  folio, 
Mainz,  181G,  plates  vii  and  viii,  x  and  xi. 
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tumor  often  acquires  an  enormous  size,  and  the  womb  is,  as  might 
be  expected,  much  elongated,  and  strangely  deformed;  but  never- 
theless is  not  in  general  much  increased  in  bnlk.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  development  of  a  single  tumor  within  the  substance  of 
the  womb  brings  about  an  increase  of  its  size,  a  thickening  of  its 
walls,  and  a  development  of  its  tissue  very  similar  to  those  which 
take  place  during  pregnancy.  Of  this  fact  a  preparation  in  the 
Museum  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  affords  a  very  remarkable 
illustration.  Imbedded  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterus  is  a 
fibrous  tumor,  no  larger  than  an  unshelled  almond,  and  of  such 
slight  vascularity  that  the  injection  which  has  deeply  colored  the 
p)arietes  of  the  womb  has  not  entered  the  vessels  of  the  tumor. 
This  small  growth,  however,  has  so  stimulated  the  uterus  that  it 
has  grown  to  a  length  of  five  inches,  and  its  walls  are  at  least 
an  inch  and  a  quarter  thick.  In  like  manner,  the  growths  which 
project  into  the  uterine  cavity  bring  with  them  a  remarkable  in- 
crease of  the  womb,  and  this  not  due  to  the  mere  distension  of  the 
organ  by  the  substance  contained  within  its  cavity,  but  to  the 
actual  growth  of  its  tissue  and  unfolding  of  its  muscularity,  such 
as  takes  place  in  pregnancy,  and  even  in  those  rare  cases  where 
the  development  of  the  ovum  goes  on  external  to  the  womb  itself. 
In  these  cases,  however,  the  womb,  after  a  certain  period,  con- 
tracts upon  and  expels  the  tumor  or  polypus  from  its  cavity,  or 
the  tumor  passes  out  of  it  quietly  and  imperceptibly,  with  which 
occurrence  the  farther  increase  of  the  organ  not  only  comes  to  a 
standstill,  but  its  size  diminishes,  so  that  not  infrequently  a  large 
polypus  may  be  found  connected  with  a  uterus  whose  dimensions 
fall  below  the  natural  standard,  flence  it  is  that  the  instances  in 
which  the  womb  acquires  the  largest  size  are  not  those  in  which 
the  tumor  hangs  down  by  a  pedicle  into  its  cavity,  but  those  in 
which  its  development  takes  place  into  the  substance  of  one  or 
other  uterine  wall ;  and  the  organ  thus  increased  in  bulk  some- 
times attains  the  size  of  a  child's  head;  and  its  cavity  as  measured 
by  the  uterine  sound,  may  be  found  to  equal  four,  five,  or  six 
inches  in  length. 

It  is  a  matter  rather  of  idle  curiosity  than  of  practical  utility  to 
determine  the  number  of  these  growths  that  may  exist  in  any  one 
uterus,  or  the  size  to  which  they  may  attain.^  They  are  seldom 
solitary,  sometimes  they  are  very  numerous ;  and  they  are  usually 
present  in  the  greatest  number  on  the  peritoneal  surface  of  the 
womb,  while  it  is  rare  to  find  more  than  one  projecting  at  the 
same  time  into  the  cavity  of  the  organ.  This,  however,  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  circumstance  that  there  is  not  room  for  more  than 
one  tumor  at  a  time  within  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  for  it  is  not 
a  very  uncommon  thing,  some  months  after  the  removal  of  one 
growth,  to  find  another  occupying  the  same  situation,  producing 

'  "Walter's  Dissertation,  already  quoted,  §|  11  and  12,  and  pp.  27-30;  and  Meiss- 
ner,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  pp.  16-19,  contain  references  to  the  most  remarkable  cases  of 
large  or  numerous  fibrous  tumors. 
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tlie  same  symptoms,  and  calling  once  more  for  a  recourse  to  the 
same  operation. 

With  reference  to  the  size  of  these  growths,  we  encounter  wide 
differences  again  in  this  respect,  instances  being  on  record  of  their 
attaining  to  such  dimensions  as  to  weigh  even  eighty  pounds;  and 
the  weight  of  the  growth  in  the  remarkable  case  delineated  by 
Walter  was  seventy-four  pounds.^  These  un question abl_y  are  quite 
exceptional  instances,  but  they  are  worth  bearing  in  mind,  as  show- 
ing that  in  a  diagnostic  point  of  view  the  mere  size  of  the  tumor 
is  not  to  be  relied  on  in  discriminating  between  growths  from  the 
uterus  and  those  proceeding  from  the  ovary. 

There  are  very  few  ailments  in  the  course  of  which  nature  does 
not  make  some  efforts,  often,  indeed,  imperfect  and  unsuccessful 
eiforts,  at  cure.  In  the  case  of  fibrous  tumors,  there  are  five  dif- 
ferent modes  in  which  this  attempt  is  made.  Either  the  pedicle 
undergoes  a  process  of  gradual  attenuation,  and  then  gives  way,  the 
tumor  thus  becoming  detached  from  the  uterus;  or  more  rarely,  a 
portion  of  its  investment  becomes  ulcerated  or  dies,  and  the  growth 
gradually  shells  out  from  the  sheath  of  cellular  membrane  which 
contained  it;  or  a  change  takes  place  in  its  substance,  the  exact 
nature  of  which  is  not  quite  understood,  it  becomes  disintegrated, 
dies,  and  is  got  rid  of  piecemeal ;  or  a  difierent  change  occurs, 
similar  to  what  we  see  in  other  morbid  products, — the  tumor 
undergoes  the  cretaceous  transformation,  and  though  not  elimi- 
nated from  the  womb,  it  ceases  to  stand  in  any  vital  relation  to  it, 
and  the  symptoms  which  it  once  produced  diminish,  or  altogether 
disappear. 

JSTothing  can  be  simpler  than  the  processes  by  which  these 
tumors,  when  growing  within  the  uterine  cavity,  may  become 
detached  from  their  connections  and  eventually  expelled,  though 
my  own  experience  does  not  lead  me  to  believe  that  any  of  them 
are  of  frequent  occurrence.  It  may  happen,  however,  either  that 
the  pedicle,  by  constant  traction  of  the  growth,  becomes  thinner 
and  thinner,  till  at  length  it  gives  way,  or  that  the  margins  of  the 
OS  uteri,  tightly  constricting,  strangulate  it,  or  that  in  its  violent 
expulsive  efibrts,  the  uterus  snaps  the  slender  stalk  of  the  out- 

1  Op.  cit.  Thou!i;h  in  this  case  the  whole  tumor  was  of  solid  texture,  still  in 
some  instances  the  enormous  dimensions  of  these  growths  have  been  due  to  cyst 
formation,  and  the  accumulation  of  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  in  their  interior.  This 
fluid  has  sometimes  amounted  to  many  pints,  and  the  distinct  fluctuation  to  which 
it  gave  rise  has  led  to  the  disease  being  taken  for  ovarian  dropsy,  and  to  the  patient 
being  tapped  for  its  relief.  No  instance  of  it  has  come  under  my  own  observation  ; 
but  llie  impression  left  on  my  mind,  by  reading  the  various  recorded  cases  of  it,  is, 
that  the  disease  is  essentially  different  from  ordinary  fibrous  tunn)r,  since,  in  addi- 
tion to  one  or  two  cysts  of  vc^ry  great  size,  a  number  of  small  cysts  seem  always  to 
have  been  present  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  and  entering  into  the  structure  of 
the  more  solid  portions  of  its  growth.  The  cases,  in  short,  seem  to  be  instances  of 
fihro-c.ysl'u:  disease  of  the  uterus,  and  as  such  call  for  special  investigation,  rather 
than  ordinary  flbrous  tumors,  in  whose  substance  cysts  have  accidentally  formed. 
See,  in  addition  to  the  references  given  by  Paget,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  138,  Kiwisch, 
op.  cit..,  vol.  i,  p.  'J,%,  und  Chiari,  ap.  cit..,  ]i.  404. 
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growth.^  This  cletacliment  of  the  tumor,  by  the  giving  way  of  its 
pedicle,  is  not  limited  to  cases  in  which  it  grows  into  the  cavity 
of  the  womb,  but  is  also  occasionally,  though  very  rarely,  observed 
in  instances  where  the  tumor  has  sprung  from  the  peritoneal  sur- 
face of  the  womb.  In  the  only  case  of  the  kind  which  has  come 
under  my  own  notice,  the  tumor  had  arisen  from  the  posterior 
uterine  wall,  and  had  projected  into  the  interspace  between  the 
uterus  and  rectum,  which  continental  writers  commonly  speak  of 
as  the  space  of  Douglas.  Though  perfectly  detached  from  the 
uterus,  however,  the  tumor,  which  was  of  the  size  of  a  walnut, 
had  not  fallen  loose  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  but  was  held  in  its 
position  by  false  membrane  passing  between  the  uterus  and 
rectum ;  and  I  believe  that  in  almost  all  recorded  instances  of  the 
complete  detachment  of  a  fibrous  tumor  from  the  outer  surface  of 
the  womb,  the  outgrowth  has  been  retained  in  a  similar  manner 
close  to  the  part  whence  it  originallj^  sprang. 

Another  mode  by  which  fibrous  tumors  are  sometimes  got  rid 
of,  is  the  disintegration  of  their  tissue,  and  their  subsequent  ex- 
pulsion. This  process  seems  to  be  one  of  death  of  the  tumor;  but 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  brought  about  is  not  by  any  means  clearly 
understood.  It  is  not  a  process  of  inflammation,  nor  one  of  its 
ordinary  results.  The  fibrous  tumor,  when  attacked  by  inflamma- 
tion, presents  a  vivid  rose-red  color,  and  shows  a  greatly  increased 
vascularity;  while  local  pain  and  the  general  signs  of  inflammation 
attend  the  process  during  the  patient's  life.  The  disintegration 
of  the  tumor,  on  the  contrary,  takes  place  unattended  by  symp- 
toms which  could  lead  to  a  suspicion  of  what  is  going  on ;  and 
the  outgrowth  becomes  soft,  and  breaks  down  into  a  dirty  putri- 
lage.  This  change  is  not  very  unusual  in  the  lower  part  of  fibrous 
polypi,  when  they  project  through  the  os  uteri  into  the  vagina. 
The  mucous  membrane  covering  this  part  becomes  ulcerated,  and 
being  thus  deprived  of  its  most  important  source  of  nutrition,  the 
adjacent  portion  of  the  tumor  loses  its  vitality;  the  cellular  tissue 
binding  the  bundles  of  its  fibres  together,  dies  first,  and  such  a 
growth  may  sometimes  be  found  firm  and  solid,  and  presenting 
all  the  ordinary  characters  of  a  fibrous  tumor  at  its  upper  part, 
but  lower  down  split  up  into  a  number  of  shreds  or  packets  of 
fibres  connected  together  by  a  dirty  decaying  matter.  By  degrees, 
these  firmer  fibres  themselves  soften,  and  the  process  of  decay  ex- 
tending further  and  further,  the  whole  growth  may  come  away 
imperceptibly;  or,  on  attempting  to  remove  the  polypus,  we  may 
be  surprised  to  find  that  what  had  once  been  a  very  firm  mass,  is 
now  so  soft  that  the  hooks  by  which  we  endeavor  to  draw  it 
down,  tear  out — that  nature,  m  short,  has  anticipated  us,  and  that 
in"  a  few  more  days  or  weeks  she  will  have  completed  her  operation. 

^  A  very  elaborate  paper  on  this  subject,  containing  an  enumeration  of  twenty- 
four  cases,  collected  from  diiFerent  sources,  was  published  by  M.  Marchal  de  Calvi 
in  the  Annates  de  la  Chirurcjie^  August,  1843. 
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It  is  not,  however,  in  these  cases  only  that  the  death  of  a  fibrous 
tumor  takes  place.  The  same  process  may  go  on  in  the  tumor, 
while  still  completely  within  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  while 
still  of  inconsiderable  size.  On  examining  the  womb  of  a  woman 
sixty-three  years  old,  and  who  was  not  known  to  have  suffered 
from  any  symptoms  of  uterine  disease,  the  organ  was  found  de- 
formed by  eight  fibrous  tumors  growing  from  its  outer  surface, 
which  .  altogether  made  up  a  mass  three  times  the  size  of  the 
healthy  womb.  One  of  these  tumors,  as  large  as  a  pigeon's  egg, 
was  connected  with  the  posterior  uterine  wall  only  by  peritoneum 
and  a  very  slender  jjedicle  of  cellular  tissue,  and  would  probably 
in  a  very  short  time  have  become  completely  separated,  while 
many  other  tumors  were  undergoing  the  calcareous  change,  and 
were  thus  in  process  of  cure.  On  laying  open  the  cavity  of  the 
womb,  it  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  a  growth  of  the  size  and 
shape  of  a  sugared  almond,  1.26  inch  long  by  .9  of  an  inch  broad. 
On  its  free  surface  it  was  covered  by  the  uteriue  mucous  mem- 
brane; but  it  was  imbedded  for  about  a  fourth  of  its  thickness  in 
the  uterine  wall,  from  which  it  was  separated  by  a  distinct  envel- 
ope of  dense  cellular  tissue,  such  as  surrounds  fibrous  tumors  in 
general.  It  was  of  a  dark,  almost  melanotic  color,  through  the 
greater  part,  though  not  the  whole  of  its  substance,  and  looked  as 
if  blood  were  infiltrated  into  the  substance  of  a  softening  fibrous 
tumor;  for  enough  of  its  tissue  still  remained  to  show  its  real 
nature,  even  irrespective  of  the  evidence  afforded  by  numerous 
small  fibrous  tumors,  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that 
of  a  bean,  which  were  imbedded  in  the  uterine  walls. 

Had  this  person  lived  a  little  longer,  one  of  two  things  would 
doubtless  have  occurred, — either  the  elements  of  the  softened  out- 
growth would  have  been  absorbed,  or  its  cellular  investment  would 
at  some  point  have  given  way,  and  a, slight  discharge,  apparentl}^ 
of  coagulum,  would  have  been  the  sole  evidence  of  the  ailment 
from  which  the  patient  had  sufl'ered,  and  of  the  means  by  which 
nature  had  wrought  for  its  removal.  Whether  without  any  such 
previous  change  in  its  tissue,  fibrous  tumors  are  ever  completely 
removed  by  absorption,  is  a  question  that  I  am  unable  to  answer 
from  my  own  observation.  I  should  quite  believe  in  the  possibility 
of  the  occurrence,  though  my  impression  is  that  softening  and 
disintegration  usually  precede  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  and  that 
almost  invariably  it  is  not  absorbed,  but  is  expelled  in  its  softened 
state,  and  piecemeal,  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb. 

Whether  in  health  or  in  disease,  there  is  a  general  analogy 
between  nature's  modes  of  proceeding,  even  in  cases  ajiparently 
the  most  diverse,  wliich  it  is  both  interesting  and  instructive  to 
study.  The  tuberculous  bronchial  gjand  is  softened,  its  invest- 
ment is  absorbed,  a  communication  is  apened  with  the  air-tube, 
and  the  diseased  matter  is  expelled;  or  when  this  cannot  be  accom- 
plisluid,  another  change  in  its  clement  takes  place;  the  gland 
shrinks,  its  substance  grows  harder  and  harder,  clicmifal  acti\ities 
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are  set  to  work,  and  a  few  masses  of  calcareous  matter  unexpect- 
edly discovered  close  to  the  bronchi  of  some  person  who  had  died 
in  a  good  old  age,  tell,  not  infrequently,  that  in  his  youth  he  was 
the  subject  of  a  disease  which  usually  tends  to  destroy,  and  to 
destroy  speedily,  those  whom  it  attacks. 

Just  the  same  kind  of  changes  occur  in  fibrous  tumors  of  the 
womb.  We  have  already  studied  the  process  of  softening,  by 
which  their  removal  is  sometimes  brought  about:  a  process  of 
hardening  by  calcareous  deposit  in  their  substance  is  still  more 
common.  This  deposit  sometimes  takes  place  merely  in  the  pe- 
riphery of  the  tumor,  which  thus  receives  a  calcareous  investment 
or  shell,  its  interior  remaining  unaltered.  This,  however,  is  very 
unusual,  though  it  is  less  rate  to  find  incipient  calcification  of  the 
interior  of  the  tumor,  while  the  change  of  its  surface  is  complete. 
The  most  common  form  is  that  in  which  irregular  masses  like 
coral  are  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the  tumor,  whence  they  may 
be  separated  by  maceration,  or  which  make  up  in  the  case  of  the 
smaller  tumors  almost  the  entire  mass.  l^Tow  and  then,  too,  this 
alteration  goes  on  to  the  same  extent  even  in  the  larger  growths, 
and  they  become  converted  into  a  substance  of  stony  hardness, 
which,  as  is  the  case  with  a  tumor  in  the  Museum  of  the  Middlesex 
Hospital,  may  receive  as  smooth  a  polish  at  the  hands  of  the  lapi- 
dary as  any  geological  specimen.  The  growths  which  proceed 
from  the  outer  surface  of  the  womb,  where  nutrition  is  usually  the 
least  active,  are  those  in  which  this  change  most  commonly  takes 
place.  Still  the  rule  is  by  no  means  without  exception,  as  a  tumor 
projecting  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb  sometimes  undergoes  this 
alteration,  and  being  at  length  expelled  from  the  uterus,  constitutes 
the  so-called  osseous  concretions,^  the  origin  and  nature  of  which 
were  once  a  puzzle  to  observers.  It  is,  I  imagine,  almost  super- 
fluous to  say  that  these  tumors  contain  none  of  the  elements  of 
true  bone,  that  the  change  which  takes  place  in  them  is  unaccom- 
panied by  the  formation  of  bone  cartilage ;  that  in  short  it  is  due 
to  a  chemical  rather  than  to  a  physiological  process,  and  like  the 
so-called  ossification  of  the  arteries,  is  an  evidence  of  enfeebled 
vitality,  not  of  active  nutrition.^ 

The  only  other  question  of  importance  concerning  the  pathology 
of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  is  that  of  their  relation  to  ma- 
lignant disease,  and  the  possibility  of  their  degeneration  into 
carcinomatous  structures.  ISTo thing  but  the  imperfect  means  of 
observation  possessed  in  former  days  would  have  allowed  this  ques- 
tion to  remain  so  long  undecided ;  but  while  hard  cancer  was  be- 
lieved to  be  a  common  form  of  uterine  disease,  and  every  induration 

1  There  are  some  good  drawings  illustrative  of  these  changes  in  fibrous  tumors 
in  Hooper's  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Uterus,  4to.,  London,  1832,  plate  vii. 

2  See  on  this  subject  the  remarks  of  Professor  Bidder  at  p.  42  of  Walter's  Dis- 
sertation, "who  believes  in  the  occasional  presence  of  true  bone  ;  while  Henle  also, 
AUgemeine  Anatomie,  p.  809,  states  that  he  has  discovered  cartilage  corpuscles  in 
them  ;  a  statement  which  Yogel,  in  Wagner's  Handbuch  der  Physiologie,  vol.  i,  p. 
823,  does  not  corroborate. 
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of  tlie  cervix  was  regarded  as  scirrhous,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
hard  tumors  should  have  been  believed  to  be  at  least  of  kindred 
nature.  It  naay,  however,  be  now  positively  asserted  that  no  such 
degeneration  of  a  fibrous  tumor  ever  takes  place ;  and  further, 
that  though  fibrous  tumors  do  not  exclude  carcinoma,  they  yet  are 
not  associated  together  with  any  special  frequency/ 

Fibrous  tumors  are  generally  regarded,  and  I  believe  with  truth, 
as  the  most  frequent  of  all  organic  diseases  of  the  womb,  though. 
I  cannot  pretend  to  state  the  fact  numericall}'-,  for  the  reasons 
which  have  been  already  referred  to  as  vitiating  the  statistics  of 
hospital  practice.  Strange  as  it  seems,  too,  the  results  of  i^ost- 
mortem  examinations  are  conflicting;  on  the  one  hand  we  have  the 
statement  on  Bayle's  authority,  that  every  fifth  woman,  after  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  has  fibrous  tumors  in  her  uterus;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  allegation  of  M.  Pichard,^  that  they  were  met 
with  only  .seven  times  in  800  examinations  made  by  himself  or  by 
M.  Lair.^  Mr.  Pollock,^  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Medico-Chirur- 
gical  Society,  states  that  of  583  uteri  examined  by  himself  and  his 
predecessor  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  265  were  diseased,  and  in 
thirty-nine  of  them  fibrous  tumors  were  present,  while  cancer  ex- 
isted in  only  thirty-eight.  The  value  of  these  statements  is,  how- 
ever, not  a  little  diminished  by  their  referring  to  females  of  all 
ages,  from  birth  up  to  old  age.  Equally  unsatisfactory  are  the 
data  given  by  MM.  Braun  and  Chiari,^  according  to  whom  out  of 
24:94  post-mortem  examinations  of  both  sexes,  twenty-five  instances 
were  found  of  the  presence  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus.  Of 
seventy  instances  in  which  1  have  examined  the  uterus  of  women 
who  died  after  puberty  of  otlier  than  uterine  diseases,  seven  pre- 
sented fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus.  From  these  data  we  arrive  at 
nothing  more  definite  than  the  general  conclusion  that  fibrous  tu- 
mors of  the  uterus  are  very  frequent,  probably  more  frequent  than 
cancerous  disease  of  that  organ. 

The  data  of  which  we  are  possessed  with  reference  to  the  age 
of  patients  affected  with  fibrous  tumors,  though  very  scanty,  are 
yet  more  satisfactory,  because  more  definite.  Twenty-four  post- 
mortem examinations  of  Braun  and  Chiari,  and  nine  cases  of  my 

1  Dr.  Lee,  in  his  CHnical  Reports  of  Uterine  and  Ovarian  Diseases,  relates  one  c&se 
of  the  coexistence  of  a  calcareous  fibrous  tumor  and  malignant  ulceration  of  the 
uterine  cavity,  p.  176,  Case  V;  and  one  case  of  the  presence  of  the  two  has  come 
under  my  own  notice.  Chiari's  figures,  indeed,  would  lead  to  the  helief  tluit  fibrous 
tumors  of  the  womb  are  associated  with  a  special  liability  to  malignant  disease, 
since  in  twenty-five  examinations  of  f)atients  sutt'ering  from  them,  two  presented 
also  cancer  of  tVie  womb,  one  cancer  of  the  mamma  and  lung,  and  six  cancer  of 
other  organs,  op.  cit.,  p.  404.  I  know  of  no  other  data,  however,  which  would  lead 
to  the  same  conclusion. 

2  Did.  dcs  Sciences  Medicales,  8vo.,  Paris,  18 1;^;  Article  (7o?7w  Flbrcux  de  la 
Matrice,  p.  73. 

*  Dcs  AbuH  de  la  Cauterisation,  ^"c,  d<ms  les  Maladies  de  la  Matrice,  8vo.,  Paris, 
1840,  Table  at  the  end. 

*  Lancet,  Feb.  7,  18r,2,  p.  155. 

Klinik  dcr  Oeburtshiije  und  Qyniikologle,  2d  part,  Erlangrn,  1853,  p.  31)7. 
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own,  yield  the  following  result  as  to  the  age  of  the  subjects  in 
whom  the  tumors  were  found: 

2  age  not  stated. 

1  was  aged  24  years ;  and  she  died  of  puerperal  peritonitis. 

3  were  aged  between  30  and  40  years. 
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In  many  of  these  cases,  however,  the  tumors  had  doubtless  ex- 
isted for  many  years,  and  we  are  therefore  concerned  rather  with 
the  age  at  which  patients  first  complain  of  those  symptoms  to 
which  fibrous  tumors  give  rise,  though  even  then  the  disease  itself 
has  probably  existed  in  many  instances  for  months,  or  even  years, 
before  it  attracted  notice. 

Braun  and  Chiari  have  stated  the  ages  of  thirty-seven  patients 
who  applied  for  relief  at  the  great  hospital  at  Vienna  on  account 
of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus  not  including  polypi ;  and  if  to 
these  be  added  ninety-six  cases  which  have  come  under  my  own 
observation,  we  obtain  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  of 
which — 

26  were  between  20  and  30  years  of  age. 
44      "     30  "  40    " 
47      "     40  "  50    " 
15      "     50  "  60    " 
1      "     72  years. 

133 

The  above  proportions  differ  in  no  important  degree  trom  those 
obtained  by  Malgaigne^  on  a  comparison  of  fifty-one  cases  of  fibrous 
polypus  of  the  uterus,  from  which,  if  twenty-two  cases  of  my  own 
be  added,  we  obtain  the  following  result : 

From  26  to  30  years 4 

24 

30 

7 

3 

5 

73 

K,  hoT^ver,  instead  of  taking  the  age  at  which  the  patient  first 
applied  at  the  hospital,  we  draw  our  conclusions,  as  we  ought 
rather  to  do,  from  the  period  at  which  the  symptoms  characteristic 
of  the  disease  first  manifested  themselves,  it  will  be  seen  that 
fibrous  tumors  and  fibrous  polypi  are  an  afifection  incidental  to  the 

1  Des  Polypes  UUrins,  Thlse  de  Comours,  4to.,  Paris,  1833,  p.  12. 
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season  of  sexual  vigor  miicli  oftener  than  to  the  period  of  its 
decline. 


Age  of  patients. 

First 

came  uuder 

observation. 

Symptoms  commenced. 

Under 

20  years,     . 
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It  has  been  asserted  on  Bayle's  authority  that  single  women  are 
more  liable  to  these  tumors  than  those  who  are  married,  but  my 
own  observation  does  not  bear  out  the  statement ;  for  of  ninety-six 
women  afiected  with  non-pediculated  fibrous  tumors,  eighty-two 
were  married;  or  including  the  cases  of  fibrous  polypi,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen,  ninety-nine  were  married.  The  prepon- 
derance of  married  women  is  so  considerable  as  to  show,  I  think 
conclusively,  in  spite  of  the  comparative  smallness  of  the  numbers, 
that  the  non-exercise  of  the  sexual  functions  has  no  influence  in 
predisposing  to  the  disease. 

Taking  leave,  then,  of  that  attempt  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this 
affection,  which  in  the  case  of  all  diseases  we  are  so  disposed  to 
make,  and  from  which  we  so  seldom  arrive  at  any  satisfactory 
result,  we  may  now  pass  to  the  very  important  inquiry  concerning 
the  consequences  that  these  tumors  produce  and  the  symptoms  that 
they  occasion. 

First  of  all  it  may  be  premised  that  sometimes  these  tumors 
are  attended  by  no  symptoms  at  all ;  that  they  exist  for  many  3'ears 
without  producing  any  inconvenience  whatever.  Illustrations  of 
this  fact  are  aftbrded  us  by  the  discovery  of  fibrous  tumors  after 
death  in  the  uteri  of  women  whose  sexual  system  had  never  shown 
any  sign  of  disturbance ;  by  our  accidentally  ascertaining  their 
presence  when  examining  a  patient  for  some  other  purpose ;  or  by 
the  sudden  supervention  of  sjuiiptoms  calling  our  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  womb,  and  revealing  the  existence  of  a  large  fibrous 
tumor,  whose  growth  must  have  been  going  on  for  years.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  constancy  of  the  symptoms  is  generally 
proportionate  to  the  intimacy  of  the  relation  between  the  tumor 
and  the  uterus.  The  growths  which  proceed  from  the  outer  sur- 
face of  the  womb  often  produce  no  symptoms  except  such  as  are 
due  to  their  mechanical  pressure  upon  adjacent  organs ;  whilst 
those  which  are  imbedded  in  the  uterine  substance  ahiiost  always 
disturb  the  functions  of  the  organ,  even  before  they  liave  attained 
any  considerable  size ;  and  the  polypi  or  growths  which  occupy 
the  cavity  of  the  womb  attract  attention  almost  from  Ihc  lli-st  by 
the  lieniorrhago  which  tlioy  occasion.  Some  relation,  too,  subsists 
between  the  gctncral  activity  of  the  sexual  system  and  the  exercise 
of  its  highest  functions  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  severity  of  the 
Bym[)tomH  of  fibrous  tumor  on  the  other.  It  is  thus  that  in  women 
advanced  in  life,  and  whose  menstruation  has  ceased,  the  efi'eets 
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of  fibrous  tumors  are  usually  less  serious  than  in  younger  women. 
It  is  thus,  too,  that  these  growths  may  produce  so  little  incon- 
venience as  to  be  scarcely  suspected  so  long  as  a  woman  remains 
single,  but  may  become  the  occasion  of  much  suffering  as  soon  as 
she  marries,  and  as  sexual  intercourse  occasions  the  frequently 
increased  afflux  of  blood  towards  the  womb.  The  bearing  of  these 
facts  upon  our  prognosis  and  treatment  must  be  sufficiently  obvious 
even  now,  but  will  be  still  more  apparent  after  we  have  examined 
the  symptoms  of  this  affection  more  in  detail. 

Those  fibrous  tumors  which  hang  by  a  pedicle  into  the  uterine 
cavity,  and  which  are  commonly  called  uterine  polypi,  are  attended 
by  one  invariable  and  characteristic  symptom, — viz.,  hemorrhage. 
Since,  then,  their  diagnosis  is  comparatively  easy,  and  since  their 
treatment  differs  from  that  which  is  generally  practicable  in  the 
other  forms  of  fibrous  tumor,  we  will  postpone  their  further  con- 
sideration for  the  present;  and  my  remarks  will  be  understood  to 
have  reference  to  those  varieties  of  fibrous  tumor  which  are  either 
imbedded  in  the  uterine  substance,  or  which  project  from  its  peri- 
toneal surface.  Menstrual  disorder,  uterine  hemorrhage,  pain, 
dysuria,  and  more  rarely  diflicult  defecation,  are  the  more  im- 
portant symptoms  of  fibrous  tumors,  though  from  being  present 
in  various  degrees,  and  in  varying  combinations,  they  often  leave 
room  for  much  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  affection  to  which 
they  are  due. 

The  following  are  the  principal  results  deduced  from  a  compari- 
son of  ninety-six  cases  of  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  of  which  I 
have  preserved  a  sufiicient  record : 

In  eight  of  the  ninety-six  cases  menstruation  had  already  ceased 
when  the  patients  came  under  my  observation,  but  in  two  of  them 
considerable  hemorrhage  occurred  from  the  uterus  at  irregular 
intervals,  in  two  such  hemorrhage  occurred  in  but  small  quantity, 
and  ill  four  it  did  not  take  place  at  all. 

In  thirty  more  cases  the  menstrual  function  was  not  disturbed 
at  all,  and  in  twenty-four  of  them  there  was  no  intercurrent  uterine 
hemorrhage  at  other  times ;  but  in  six  patients  hemorrhage  occa- 
sionally took  place,  which,  however,  had  no  relation  in  the  time 
of  its  occurrence  to  the  menstrual  function. 

In  the  remaining  fifty-eight  cases  menstruation  was  more  or  less 
seriously  disturbed,  being 

Excessive, in  30  cases. 

"         and  painful,    .     .     .     .     .     "10  " 

"  "    irregular,      .     ..."     5  " 

Painful, "5  " 

"       and  irregular,     ....."     2  " 

Irregular, '...."     2  " 

Scanty, .     "     4      " 

-  58 

It  appears  then  that  in  forty-five  out  of  eighty-eight  cases  in 
which  menstruation  had  not  ceased,  it  was  either  excessive  in 
quantity,  or  over-frequent  in  recurrence,  or  both ;  while  in  fifteen 
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instances  the  function  was  performed  with  excessive  pain ;  and 
only  in  four  instances  did  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  at  the  period 
fall  below  that  to  which  the  patient  was  accustomed  when  in 
health. 

In  forty-four  cases  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  occurred  at  other 
times  than  those  of  menstruation  ;  an  accident  which  took  place 

After  the  cessation  of  the  menses, in    4  cases. 

Coincided  with  menorrhagia  or  over-frequent  menstrua- 
tion,   "32  " 

"  "    painful  menstruation, "2  " 

"  "         "        and  irregular  menstruation,  .     .  "     1  " 

"  "    irregular  menstruation, "1  " 

"  "no  disorder  of  menstruation,     .     .     .     .  "     4  " 

44 

In  sixty-five  cases,  pain  was  complained  of  at  other  periods  than 
those  of  menstruation.  This  pain  varied  greatly  in  its  severit}^, 
its  situation,  and  its  continuance;  some  patients  describing  it  as  a 
burning  sensation,  others  as  a  sense  of  bearing  down,  while  others 
again  seemed  to  suffer  from  it  in  paroxysms  of  almost  intolerable 
anguish.  This  pain  in  thirteen  of  the  sixty-five  instances  coin- 
cided with  painful  menstruation ;  but  in  four  cases  of  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  pain  was  not  experienced  at  other  than  the  menstrual  epochs. 
Menstruation  had  already  ceased  in  six  of  the  cases  in  which  pain 
was  experienced,  and  in  the  remaining  forty-six  was  performed 
without  suflering,  and  in  nineteen  of  the  number,  without  dis- 
order of  any  kind. 

There  were,  moreover,  thirty-five  instances  in  which  the  patient 
suffered  from  dysuria;  either  from  pain  in  voiding  urine,  or  from 
difficulty  in  its  discharge,  or  from  frequent  desire  to  pass  it;  while 
four  times  complaints  were  made  of  difficulty  in  defecation  :  but 
none  of  these  sensations  could  be  referred  so  distinctly  to  the 
seat  of  the  tumor  or  to  its  size  as  might  beforehand- have  been 
expected. 

The  influence  of  fibrous  tumors  in  modifying  the  rate  of  fecun- 
dity is  very  remarkable,  and  shows  itself  both  in  diminishing  the 
number  of  conceptions,  and  also  in  increasing  the  proportion  of 
pregnancies  which  come  to  a  premature  termination.  Of  the 
ninety-six  cases  on  which  these  observations  are  founded,  eighty- 
two  were  those  of  married  women ;  of  these  twenty  were  sterile, 
while  the  remaining  sixty-two  had  given  birth  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  children,  and  had  miscarried  forty-eight  times. 
Thirty-one  of  the  sixty-two  had  had  but  one  pregnancy,  which  in 
the  case  of  twenty-one  had  gone  on  to  its  full  period  ;  in  ten  had 
terminated  ytremuturoly  by  miscarriage.  It  is  true  that  five  women 
had  given  birth  to  three  children  each,  four  to  four,  three  to  five, 
one  to  eight,  one  to  nine,  and  one  to  eleven,  respectively;  l)ut  in 
all  but  three  of  these  instances,  the  tumor  cither  grew  from  the 
fundus,  or  was  situated  external  to  tlie  posterior  uterine  wall,  and, 
as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  did  not  involve  the  substance  of 
the  womb.     We  shall  hereafter  sec  that  even  when  proceeding 
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from  tills  situation,  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus  often  render 
pregnancy,  and  labor,  and  the  puerperal  state,  periods  of  great 
hazard ;  but  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  when  the  growths  pro- 
ceed from  the  exterior  of  the  womb,  they  may  not  interfere  with 
the  mere  term  of  utero-gestation. 

The  symptoms  of  fibrous  tumors  for  the  most  part  come  on  by 
degrees,  so  that  the  patient  cannot  narrowly  define  the  commence- 
ment other  illness,  but  speaks  of  a  gradual  increase  in  the  abun- 
dance of  her  menstruation,  or  of  the  discomforts  which  attend  it, 
or  of  some  painful  sensation  at  first  scarcely  perceived,  becoming 
by  little  and  little  more  and  more  importunate,  until  at  length, 
when  driven  to  seek  relief,  she  first  became  aware  of  the  existence 
of  the  tumor.  To  this  rule,  however,  exceptions  are  by  no  meaiis 
uncommon  ;  and  in  twenty-one  of  ninety-six  cases  the  symptoms 
came  on  suddenly,  some  grave  accident  at  once  forcing  itself  on 
the  attention  of  the  patient,  who  had  previously  imagined  herself 
quite  well.  In  eleven  of  these  twenty-one  cases,  it  was  hemor- 
rhage, in  five  inability  to  void  the  urine,  such  as  to  call  for  the 
use  of  the  catheter,  which  first  excited  the  patient's  alarm,  and 
five  times  it  was  intense  abdominal  pain,  though  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  first  symptoms  should  continue  throughout  the 
most  prominent.  Lastly,  I  may  add  that  in  eleven  instances  the 
accidental  discovery  of  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen,  was  the  first  in- 
dication that  the  patient  received  of  the  existence  of  an  affection 
which  for  years  must  have  been  in  slow  course  of  development. 

If,  now,  we  endeavor  to  picture  to  ourselves  the  history  of  a 
case  of  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  we  shall,  I  think,  find  our 
sketch  to  be  something  of  the  following  kind :  A  person,  probably 
a  little  past  the  prime  of  womanhood,  but  at  an  age  at  which  the 
sexual  functions  are  still  actively  performed,  becomes  causelessly 
the  subject  of  menorrhagia,  which  may  or  may  not  be  attended 
with  pain.  The  hemorrhage  is  at  first  readily  suppressed  by  rest 
and  ordinary  precautions,  but  it  afterwards  returns  on  every  slight 
exertion,  and  at  length  comes  on  without  any  cause  at  all,  or  con- 
tinues from  one  menstrual  period  to  another,  so  that  the  patient 
loses  all  count  of  the  proper  menstrual  epochs.  She  does  not 
experience  that  general  constitutional  disturbance  which  almost 
always  accompanies  idiopathic  menorrhagia,  but  suffers  merely 
from  the  loss  of  blood  and  its  direct  results,  while  in  the  intervals 
between  the  attacks  of  bleeding,  she  is  seldom  troubled  by  leu- 
corrhoea,  and  never  by  any  offensive  discharge.  Coupled  with 
the  hemorrhage,  sometimes  from  the  very  first,  generally  within 
a  few  months  from  its  outset,  various  sensations  of  pain  or  dis- 
comfort are  experienced  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  neighborhood  of,  the  womb.  Among  these  sensations  of  dis- 
comfort, that  of  a  frequent  desire  to  pass  water  is  one  of  the  most 
frequent.  The  abiding  pain  is  seldom  of  great  intensity;  unlike 
the  pain  of  chronic  uterine  inflammation,  it  is  not  such  as  to  render 
sudden  changes  of  posture,  the  sitting  on  a  hard  seat,  or  jolting 
on  a  rough  road  almost  intolerable ;  it  does  not  even  preclude 
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sexual  intercourse.  On  the  otlier  hand,  it  is  not  a  sharp  lancin- 
ating pain  like  that  of  carcinoma,  but  is  a  dull  aching,  or  burning, 
or  throbbing,  not  in  general  very  difficult  to  bear,  though  now 
and  then  there  are  associated  with  it  occasional  attacks  of  suflering 
evidently  neuralgic  in  character,  mtense  in  their  severity,  and 
generally  accompanied  by  violent  expulsive  eiibrts. 

An}'  symptoms  of  this  kind  should  raise  a  suspicion  in  our  minds 
as  to  the  probable  existence  of  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  while 
neither  the  comparative  youth  nor  the  advanced  age  of  the  patient, 
neither  the  sudden  supervention  of  the  symptoms,  uor  their  very 
slow  development,  should  be  allowed  to  negative  this  suspicion, 
or  to  bias  our  minds  with  reference  to  a  question  which  a  careful 
examination  can  alone  decide.  In  any  such  case,  and  indeed  in 
.  every  instance  where  there  is  the  least  possibility  of  the  existence 
of  a  tumor  of  any  kind,  it  is  necessary  to  begin  b}'  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  abdomen.  The  tumor  formed  by  a  fibrous  growth 
is  generally  very  firm,  nodulated,  and  uneven,  seldom  mesial,  but 
so  often  situated  considerably  to  one  side  of  the  abdomen,  that  its 
position  alone  is  not  of  much  value  as  a  means  of  discriminating 
between  it  and  tumor  of  the  ovaries.  The  latter  may,  however, 
generally  be  distinguished  by  their  smooth  surface  and  spherical 
contour,  as  well  as  by  a  certain  degree  of  elasticity,  which  is 
usually  distinguishable  in  them,  even  though  they  should  yield 
no  distinct  sense  of  fluctuation.  On  making  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion, the  condition  will  be  found  to  vary  very  much,  according  to 
the  position  and  relations  of  the  tumor.  If  any  tumor  can  be  felt 
in  the  abdomen,  the  first  point  to  ascertain  is  the  relation  borne 
by  it  to  that  of  the  uterus,  to  determine  whether  pressure  on  the 
one  is  immediately  communicated  to  .the  other;  since  thereby 
some  clue  may  be  obtained  as  to  the  probability  of  its  connection 
with  the  substance  of  the  womb  on  the  one  hand,  or  with  the 
uterine  appendages  on  the  other.  The  ovarian  tumor,  when 
once  it  has  risen  out  of  the  pelvis,  almost  always  draws  the  uterus 
up  with  it,  while  this  change  of  position  seldom  takes  place  when 
the  growth  proceeds  from  the  womb  itself.  The  posterior  uterine 
wall  is  the  most  common  seat  of  fibrous  tumors,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  present  there  in  thirty  eight  out  of  ninety-six  cases  ;^  and  in 
twelve  of  the  number  could  not  be  discovered  in  an}^  other  part  of 
the  uterus  that  was  accessible  to  examination,  llence  wo  gen- 
erally find  a  firm  body  often,  but  not  always,  uneven,  occupying 
more  or  less  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  carrying 
the  uterus  forwards  towards  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  frequently 
more  or  less  completely  rctroverting  the  organ;  in  which  case  it 
is  usually  dis[)]aced  from  the  mesial  line,  so  that  the  os  uteri  is  to 
be  found  near  to  the  pul;oiliac  synostosis  on  one  or  other  side. 

>  Tli(!  rcH\ilt,  tliiis  olilniiiwl  y)y  (iXiuniiiiitioii  during  life  tiillios  iolcniLly  closely 
wiih  tlmt  iirrivi'd  at  \)y  Mr.  Lim:,  from  ii  compiirisoii  ol'  various  ])ro|iarHtioiis  in  tlio 
Mu.s<juiii-H  of  till!  iiH:tro])()iis ;  wlio  i'oumi  tluit  in  twciity-two  out  ol"  si^vcniy-f'our 
CdSCH  tJHi  growlli  sprang  from  tho  posterior  wall  of  tlie  hody  or  neck  of  tho  uterus. 
Seo  Suflbrd  Lee,  0/t  Tumora  of  the  Uterus,  8vo.,  London,  1847,  p.  2,  tuble  i. 


IN    CASES    OF    FIBROUS    TUMOR.  231 

The  OS  uteri  itself  is  generally  small,  circular,  and  healthy;  the 
tissue  of  the  cervix  smooth  and  healthy,  or,  at  the  most,  only 
somewhat  turgid  and  hard,  from  the  frequent  afflux  of  blood  to- 
wards the  organ.  If  the  tumor  be  very  small,  springing  from  just 
behind  the  cervix,  the  diagnosis  between  it  and  retroflexion  of 
the  uterus  is  a  matter  of  much  difficulty,  and  harder  still  is  it  to 
make  out  the  distinction  between  anteflexion  of  the  uterus  and  a 
fibrous  tumor  of  its  anterior  wall,  the  possibility  of  which  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  confessed  rarity  of  its  occurrence.  If 
the  tumor  is  within  the  uterine  cavity,  or  imbedded  in  its  walls, 
the  results  of  an  exaiiiination  will  of  course  be  diflferent;  the 
uterus  will  be  found  larger,  heavier,  and  less  movable  than 
natural;  its  lower  segment  may  be  distended  by  the  tumor,  and 
in  that  case  will  not  be  unlike  the  form  which  is  assumed  by  the 
pregnant  womb,  though  the  lips  of  the  uterus,  instead  of  present- 
ing the  development  characteristic  of  the  gravid  state,  will  be 
found  mechanically  thinned  by  the  pressure  of  the  tumor.  The 
cervix  uteri,  too,  in  such  cases  not  infrequently  disappears  long 
before  the  growth  has  attained  such  a  size  as  by  its  prominence 
in  the  abdomen  to  simulate  the  state  of  the  womb  when  gestation 
is  half  completed.  If,  however,  the  tumor  does  not  thus  project 
into  the  uterine  cavity,  its  diagnosis  will  be  much  more  difficult, 
for  a  large,  a  somewhat  hard,  and  a  but  partially  movable  uterus, 
will  be  all  that  is  at  first  apparent,  ajl  perhaps  that  even  a  repeated 
examination  may  discover.  Still,  even  here,  the  unaltered  orifice 
of  the  womb,  the  absence  of  tenderness  of  its  cervix,  and  of  any 
thickening  about  the  roof  of  the  vagina,  will  suffice  to  show  that 
neither  has  inflammation  of  its  appendages  fix;ed  the  organ  in  its 
position,  nor  has  inflammation  of  its  substance  or  its  cervix  in- 
creased its  size  and  weight.  The  sound  may  also  show  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  to  be  elongated;  and  I  believe  that  an  enlarged,  and 
heavy,  and  somew^hat  hard  uterus,  coupled  with  the  causeless  oc- 
currence and  frequent  return  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  while  the 
OS  and  cervix  uteri  are  healthy,  are  almost  always  characteristic 
of  fibrous  deposit  in  the  uterine  substance.  It  is,  I  imagine, 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  not  infrequently  we  come  to  this 
opinion  rather  by  the  exclusion  of  all  other  possible  sources  of 
similar  symptoms  than  by  the  positive  evidence  affiDrded  by  any 
single  sign  pathognomonic  of  this  affection. 

It  must  remain,  however,  for  our  task  at  the  next  Lecture  to 
pass  in  review  the  various  anomalies  in  the  symptoms  of  fibrous 
tumors  of  the  uterus,  and  to  study  the  different  circumstances 
which  may  render  our  diagnosis  difficult  or  doubtful. 
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LECTURE    XVI. 

UTEEIlSrE  TUMOES  AND  OUTGEOWTHS. 

Fibrous  Tumors  ; — their  diagnosis,  and  exceptional  cliaracter  of  tlieir  symp- 
toms in  some  cases.  Occasional  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  them  and 
ovarian  tumors.  Menstrual  irregularity  and  subsequent  sudden  hemorrhage 
has  raised  suspicion  of  miscarriage.  Sudden  suppression  of  urine  in  some 
cases  ;  its  import.  Difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  flexions  and  tumor  of 
the  uterus.  Possibility  of  mistaking  for  cancer.  Cases  characterized  by  in- 
tense pain.  Diagnosis  between  pregnancy  and  fibrous  tumor,  and  difficulty 
of  discovering  former  when  complicated  with  latter. 

Prognosis;  progress  generally  slow ;  illustrative  table.  Influence  of  pregnancy 
and  labor;  dangers  which  attend  them,  and  why. 

We  have  liitlierto  looked  at  the  symptoms  of  fihrous  tumors  of 
the  uterus  only  as  they  appear  in  the  simplest  cases,  with  nothing 
to  obscure  or  distort  their  characteristic  features.  In  the  study  of 
all  diseases,  however,  our  concern  is  at  least  as  much  with  the 
exception  as  with  the  rule ;  and  if  we  would  not  fall  into  gross 
errors,  we  must  be  as  ready  to  undo  the  tangled  web,  and  to  find 
in  the  midst  of  it  the  clue  that  mav  lead  us  right,  as  we  should  be 
quick  to  follow  the  signs  which  point  out  the  plainest  path,  and 
render  even  a  moment's  doubt  almost  impossible. 

Some  of  the  rarer  cases,  then,  must  next  engage  us  ;  and  I  must 
try,  even  at  the  risk  of  wearing  out  your  patience,  to  describe  some 
of  the  many  circumstances  which  may  cause  us  to  hesitate  in  the 
diagnosis  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus. 

In  enumerating  the  symptoms  of  this  afiection,  it  has  already 
been  mentioned,  that  while  hemorrhage  very  often  attends  it,  the 
occurrence  is  by  no  means  constant.  It  maj^,  however,  happen 
that  missing  on  some  occasion  this,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
characteristic  signs  of  the  disease,  we  may  begin  to  doubt  its 
nature,  and  to  question  whether  the  tumor  which  we  discover  is 
not  connected  with  the  ovary  rather  than  with  the  womb  itself.  I 
do  not  know  any  certain  means  of  avoiding  error  in  such  cases, 
but  refer  to  them  for  the  sake  of  impressing  on  you  the  fact,  that 
the  mere  absence  of  hemorrhage,  or  even  a  condition  of  scanty 
menstruation,  does  not  negative  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
fil)rous  tumor ;  just  as,  I  may  add,  on  the  other  hand,  very  profuse 
hemorrhage  sometimes  occurs  in  instances  where  the  tumor  is 
unqncstioinibly  connected  with  the  ovaries. 

The  kind  of  diiliculty  which  presents  itself  in  some  instances  in 
distinguishing  between  tumors  of  the  uterus  and  ti^mors  of  the 
ovaries,  and  the  considerations  which  guide  us  to  a  solution  (pos- 
sibly indeed  not  always  a  correct  one)  of  the  question,  will  i)erhaps 
be  best  understood  by  the  following  sketch  of  the  history  of  a 
woman,  aged  thirty-nine,  who  was  admitted  under  my  care  into  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  April,  1851.  She  had  l)oen  married 
twenty  years,  but  for  eighteen  had  been  a  widow,  her  only  child 
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having  been  born  a  year  after  marriage.  Her  menstruation,  whicli 
commenced  at  fourteen,  had  always  been  regular,  and  unattended 
by  any  considerable  inconvenience,  while  it  had  at  no  time  been 
excessive.  She  first  noticed  a  swelling  in  the  right  side  of  the 
abdomen  between  three  and  four  months  before  she  came  under 
my  notice  ;  and  this  tumor  had  since  gradually  increased  in  size. 
Since  she  first  perceived  the  tumor,  she  had  had  two  or  three 
attacks  of  pain  in  the  back,  followed  by  retention  of  urine ;  while 
her  bowels  were  often  constipated,  and  she  frequently  required 
aperient  medicine.  Her  general  health,  however,  was  not  seriously 
impaired. 

The  abdomen  measured  thirty-six  inches  and  a  half  at  the 
umbilicus,  forty-one  inches  and  a  half  two  inches  lower  down. 
The  abdominal  integuments  were  loose,  and  contained  a  good  deal 
of  fat.  A  solid  movable  tumor  occupied  the  abdomen,  extend- 
ing from  low  down  on  the  left  side  of  the  pelvis,  across  the  mesial 
line,  reaching  on  the  right  side  to  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the 
umbilicus,  and  to  within  three  inches  of  the  right  crista  ilii,  but 
not  dipping  down  into  the  right  side  of  the  pelvis  as  it  did  on  the 
left.  This  tumor  was  solid,  non-fiuctuating,  and  its  surface  was 
somewhat  nodulated.  At  its  upper  part,  and  at  the  right  side  near 
the  umbilicus,  one  portion  of  the  tumor,  a  sort  of  ofi'shoot  as  it 
seemed,  was  movable  upon  the  other  larger  part  of  the  growth. 
On  examining  per  vaginam,  the  finger  at  once  came  upon  a  firm 
globular  tumor  occupying  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  dipping  down  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  outlet.  At  the  anterior  and  right  part  of 
the  tumor  a  depression  could  be  felt,  somewhat  like  the  os  uteri, 
though  the  finger  could  not  be  made  to  enter  it ;  but  in  no  other 
situation  could  the  least  trace  of  an  opening  be  discovered.  A 
grooved  needle  was  introduced  with  some  difiiculty  per  vaginam 
into  the  tumor,  but  no  trace  of  any  fluid  was  obtained. 

In  this  case  the  circumstances  which  favored  the  supposition 
that  the  tumor  was  ovarian,  were  its  large  size,  the  alleged  rapidity 
of  its  growth,  the  fact  of  its  situation  not  being  mesial,  and  the 
absence  of  uterine  hemorrhage  during  its  growth.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  mere  size  of  the  tumor  is  not  conclusive,  since,  as  you 
know,  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  sometimes  attains  to  enormous 
dimensions  ;  while  further,  the  early  stages  of  its  growth  might  all 
the  more  readily  be  overlooked,  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  fat 
in  the  abdominal  walls.  Moreover,  in  spite  of  the  frequency  of 
uterine  hemorrhage  as  a  symptom  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus, 
it  is  an  accident  by  no  means  of  constant  occurrence,  and  in  some 
of  the  largest  fibrous  tumors  that  have  come  under  my  notice,  the 
only  symptoms  produced  have  been  purely  mechanical.  It  is  very 
unusual  to  find  so  large  an  ovarian  tumor  without  some  sense  of 
fluctuation  ;  the  uneven  nodulated  surface,  and  the  mobility  of  one 
portion  of  the  tumor  upon  the  other  is,  moreover,  consonant  with 
what  one  observes  in  tumors  of  the  uterus  rather  than  in  those  ol 
the  ovary.  The  results  of  vaginal  examination,  the  solid  tumor, 
the  altered  condition  of  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus,  the 
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absence,  or  at  least  the  impossibility  of  discovering  the  os  uteri, 
unless  it  were  represented  by  the  small  depression  which  I  have 
mentioned,  and  lastly,  the  result  of  puncture  with  the  exploring 
needle,  all  seem  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  tumor  was 
uterine,  and  not  ovarian. 

In  addition  to  these  means  of  diagnosis,  which  will  be  found  more 
or  less  applicable  in  other  cases,  the  position  of  the  patient  during 
a  vaginal  examination  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance.  If 
a  woman  assumes  the  usual  attitude,  the  tumor  naturally  falls 
towards  the  left  side,  carrying  the  uterus  with  it.  To  ascertain 
correctly  the  relations  between  the  womb  and  the  tumor,  the 
examination  should  be  made  with  the  patient  lying  on  her  back, 
even  though  it  should  be  necessary,  as  very  probably  it  maybe,  for 
the  sake  of  making  a  complete  examination,  to  alter  her  position, 
and  to  place  her  afterwards  on  her  side. 

I  should  perhaps  add  that  the  diagnosis  between  uterine  and 
ovarian  tumors  is  sometimes  still  more  obscured  by  the  presence 
of  fluid  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  Some  degree  of  ascites  is  indeed 
far  from  unusual  in  cases  of  ovarian  disease ;  but  its  coexistence 
with  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  is  so  rare  that  it  may  possibly 
be  forgotten.  Twice,  however,  I  have  had  occasion  to  tap  the 
abdomen  in  cases  where  a  tumor  was  supposed  to  be  ovarian,  and 
it  was  only  on  a  careful  examination,  after  the  evacuation  of  the 
fluid,  that  its  real  nature  became  apparent,  and  that  the  tumor 
was  ascertained  to  be  connected  with  the  uterus,  and  not  with  the 
ovary.  Since,  then,  the  two  conditions  may  be  present,  it  is  wise 
to  abstain  from  forming  a  positive  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and 
relations  of  any  solid  tumor  which  may  be  felt  in  the  abdomen 
when  much  distended  by  fluid,  and  to  wait  till  tapping  has  re- 
moved the  fluid,  and  rendered  the  tumor  accessible  to  a  thorough 
examination. 

Another  deviation  from  the  ordinary  characters  of  the  disease  is 
seen  when  its  symptoms  set  in  with  great  suddenness,  those  symp- 
toms being  generally  either  hemorrhage,  or  retention  of  urine. 
The  sudden  hemorrhage  is  sometimes  assumed  to  be  due  to  mis- 
carriage, and  this  upon  grounds  as  slender  as  a  mere  impression 
upon  the  patient's  mind  that  she  was  pregnant,  often  indeed  a 
hope,  rather  than  a  belief,  that  this  was  the  case.  The  great  safe- 
guard against  this  class  of  mistakes  consists  in  never  taking  a 
patient's  statement  as  to  the  existence  of  pregnancy  for  granted, 
but  in  always  questioning  her  closely  with  reference  to  the  date 
of  licr  previous  menstruation,  and  the  evidence  of  her  alleged  con- 
dition ;  and  if  this  be  done,  it  will  not  infrequently  turn  out  that 
an  assertion  made  most  positively,  is  nevertheless  unsupported  by 
a  single  tittle  of  proof.  But  further,  the  hemorrhage  excited  by  a 
fibrous  tumor  is  usually  more  profuse  than  that  of  an  early  abor- 
tion— is  often  unattended  by  jiain,  while  when  i»ain  is  ]»resent,  it 
is  not  of  the  snme  kind,  nor  do  the  pain  iind  the  bleeding  cease 
at  the  same  time  as  they  do  when  miscarriage  has  occurred.  The 
causeless  return  of  the  bk'eding  in  cases  of  iibrous  tumors,  gene- 
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rally  removes  the  doubt  wliicli  might  have  been  felt ;  while  if  an 
examination  be  made  per  vaginam,  though  in  both  eases  the  womb 
will  be  heavier  than  natural,  jet  the  developed  lips  of  the  os,  its 
patulous  condition  and  soft  texture,  after  a  recent  miscarriage, 
ditFer  much  from  the  firm  tissue  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  in  the 
other  case,  its  undeveloped  lips,  its  small  and  scarcely  open  orifice. 

The  other  mode  in  which  the  symptoms  sometimes  suddenly 
manifest  themselves  is  in  the  supervention  of  great  difiiculty  in 
voiding  the  urine,  or  in  the  occurrence  of  retention  of  urine  such 
as  to  necessitate  the  use  of  the  catheter. 

The  occasional  retention  of  urine  is  an  occurrence  by  no  means 
infrequent,  independent  of  organic  disease,  in  women  of  an  hysteri- 
cal temperament,  and  cannot  of  itself  be  regarded  as  characteristic 
of  any  one  affection  in  particular.  It  is,  however,  well  to  bear  it 
in  mind,  as  being  sometimes  the  first  indication  of  the  existence 
of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  while  both  it  and  dysuria,  and  very 
frequent  micturition,  are  less  frequent  attendants  upon  ovarian 
tumors,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  both  ovaries  are  afiected, 
and  one  occupies  the  pelvis,  while  the  other  fills  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  reason  for  this  difference  between  ovarian  and 
uterine  tumors  is,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  of  the 
tumor  of  the  ovary  to  rise  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  while  the  fibrous 
tumor  of  the  uterus  still  continues  in  its  original  situation  ;  and, 
as  it  enlarges,  either  presses  against  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or 
carries  the  uterus  more  and  more  forwards  till  it  comes  to  press 
upon  that  organ,  to  irritate  it,  and  even  mechanically  to  interfere 
with  the  discharge  of  its  contents. 

This  interference  with  the  functions  of  the  bladder  is  usually 
most  remarkable  in  those  instances  in  which  the  tumor  proceeds 
from  the  anterior  surface  of  the  uterus;  and  I  relate  the  following 
case  both  in  illustration  of  this  fact,  and  also  of  another  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  namely,  the  manner  in  which 
some  unwonted  cause  of  uterine  congestion  may  at  once  call  into 
painful  distinctness  a  train  of  symptoms  previously  little  felt,  per- 
haps even  scarcely  suspected. 

A  woman,  aged  thirty-five,  married  for  eleven  months,  but  who 
had  never  been  pregnant,  was  admitted  under  my  care  in  Decem- 
ber, 1852,  Previous  to  her  marriage,  habitual  dysmenorrhoea  had 
been  the  only  form  of  ill  health  from  which  she  had  suffered,  but 
since  then  she  had  been  troubled  with  frequent  desire  to  pass  water, 
and  constant  aching  pain  in  the  loins,  aggravated  by  walking. 
The  urine  was  either  natural,  or  else  threw  down  a  precipitate  of 
the  lithates.  The  case  seemed  at  first  as  though  it  were  simply 
one  of  uterine  congestion  after  marriage,  and  local  leeching 
brought  slight  and  temporary  relief  to  the  symptoms.  On  exami- 
nation per  vaginam,  however,  the  os  uteri  v^as  found  to  be  directed 
much  backwards, — it  was  very  slightly  open  ;  while  a  tumor  of  a 
rounded  form  was  distinctly  felt  in  front  of  the  cervix,  pressing 
immediately  against  the  bladder,  and  the  sound  introduced  into 
the  bladder  encountered  this  same  obstacle  to  its  introduction, 
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wliicli  was  overcome  onl}^  after  a  little  manipulation,  thougli  no 
evidence  was  obtained  at  any  time  of  the  existence  of  disease  of 
that  organ.  The  position  of  the  os  uteri,  and  the  circumstance  of 
its  almost  complete  closure,  while  in  cases  of  flexion  of  the  womb 
it  is  nearly  always  open,  were  two  of  the  reasons  which  led  me  to 
regard  the  case  as  one  of  uterine  tumor,  not  of  anteflexion  of  the 
uterus.  In  other  instances  of  tumors  of  the  anterior  uterine  wall, 
I  have  observed  a  nearly  equal  degree  of  irritability  of  the  blad- 
der, but  coupled  with  hemorrhage  and  other  characteristic  symp- 
toms of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  which  in  this  case  were 
absent. 

The  discrimination  between  fibrous  tumors  of  the  posterior 
uterine  wall  and  retroflexion  of  the  uterus,  is  often  attended  by  at 
least  as  much  difiiculty  as  that  between  the  two  opposite  states  of 
anteflexion  and  tumor  of  the  anterior  wall.  These  cases  illustrate 
one  remarkable  fact,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made 
when  I  was  speaking  of  flexions  of  the  uterus,  namely,  the  want 
of  any  constant  relation  between  the  amount  of  mechanical  pres- 
sure on  the  rectum,  and  the  degree  of  difiiculty  in  defecation. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  the  presence  of  a  tumor  so  large  as  almost  com- 
pletely to  fill  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  will  be  attended  by  scarcely 
a.nj  difiiculty  in  the  expulsion  of  the  fseces,  while  in  another  case, 
a  growth  of  but  small  size  will  be  accompanied  by  pain  and  difii- 
culty in  emptying  the  bowel,  and  the  presence  of  mucus  in  the 
evacuations  will  give  unmistakeable  proof  of  the  irritation  to  which 
it  has  given  rise.  The  comparatively  slow  growth  of  a  fibrous 
tumor,  and  the  time  consequently  given  for  the  adaptation  of 
parts  to  their  new  relations,  no  doubt  goes  far  to  explain  the  gen- 
eral absence  of  any  serious  difiiculty  in  defecation ;  it  occurred 
only  in  four  of  the  ninety-six  instances  on  which  my  remarks  are 
founded.  Nothing,  however,  is  more  variable  than  the  amount  of 
pain  attendant  upon  uterine  ailments;  and  causes  acting  through 
the  medium  of  the  general  system,  as  well  as  others  more  local  in 
their  influence,  often  excite  intense  suffering  from  some  disease 
of  the  womb  wliich  had  existed  for  months  or  years  before  without 
occasioning  severe  pain,  perhaps  even  without  producing  serious 
inconvenience. 

Neither  the  amount  of  pain,  nor  the  degree  of  difficulty  in  de- 
fecation, can  be  taken  as  affording  an}?-  clue  to  the  solution  of 
the  question,  wliether  we  have  to  do  with  a  retroflected  womb,  or 
with  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  posterior  uterine  wall.  The  exact 
relations  of  the  tumor,  the  fact  of  the  tissue  of  the  cervix  uteri 
passing  over  into  that  of  tlie  tumor, — a  characteristic  of  flexion  of 
the  womb  which  the  experienced  touch  will  generally  be  able  to 
appreciate, — the  state  of  the  os  uteri,  and  the  results  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  uterine  sound,  whicli  will  remove  the  misplacement 
and  iiiforrri  us  of  the  weight  of  the  utei'us  (supposing  always  that 
we  can  intrr)duco  it,  though  that  is  sometinu^s  impracticable),  arc 

genei'all}'  sufHcient  to  keep  us  from  error.     In  spite  of  all  care, 
owevcr,  we  may  sometimes  meet  with  cases  in  which  we  shall 
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find  it  a  most  difiicult  matter  to  arrive  at  a  certain  diagnosis. 
!N"eed  I  say  that  the  importance  of  a  correct  diagnosis  consists,  in 
these  cases,  not  in  its  leading  us  to  the  adoption  of  any  special 
plan  of  treatment,  but  rather  in  its  enabling  us  to  remove  much 
needless  anxiety,  to  assure  our  patient  that  there  may  be  some 
misplacement  of  the  womb,  but  that  there  is  no  disease  of  the 
organ,  nor  any  reason  for  anticipating  an  increase  of  suffering,  still 
less  for  apprehending  a  painful  and  lingering  illness. 

The  history  alone  of  fibrous  tumor  may  often  raise  the  suspicion 
that  the  patient  is  affected  with  cancer,  for  pain  and  hemorrhage 
may  both  be  present,  and  the  health  may  give  way  under  their 
continuance,  while  it  needs  but  inattention  to  cleanliness,  and  the 
allowing  the  coagula  to  remain  in  the  vagina  and  decay  there,  in 
order  to  produce  the  third  symptom, — offensive  discharge,  which 
is  so  often  looked  upon  as  almost  pathognomonic  of  malignant 
disease  of  the  womb.  A  vaginal  examination,  however,  seldom 
fails  to  clear  up  all  uncertainty ;  so  little  is  there  in  common  be- 
tween the  small  os,  the  thin  and  undeveloped  lips  which  coexist 
with  fibrous  tumor,  and  the  gaping  orifice,  with  the  thickened, 
hard,  irregular,  and  nodulated  lips  that  characterize  cancer  of  the 
womb. 

Error,  however,  is  still  possible,  and  Dr.  Montgordery,  in  his 
valuable  paper,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  men-' 
tions  some  instances  where  the  pressure  of  a  fibrous  tumor  just 
about  to  project  through  the  os  uteri  against  the  lower  segment 
of  the  womb,  and  the  consequent  alteration  in  the  condition  of 
the  cervix,  had  led  to  the  mistaken  supposition  that  cancer  existed. 
Care  ought  to  prevent  jou,  I  think,  from  falling  into  this.mistake. 
More  difficult,  however,  is  the  diagnosis  between  cancer  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  and  fibrous  tumor  of  the  organ ;  and  the  risk 
is  considerable,  in  spite  of  much  watchfulness,  of  your  taking  the 
more  for  the  less  serious  disease;  When  speaking  of  cancer  of 
the  womb,  I  shall  shortly  have  occasion  to  refer  again  to  this  sub- 
ject. At  present  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  the  more  rapid  progress 
of  the  malignant  disease,  the  persistence,  though  not  of  necessity 
the  greater  abundance,  of  the  hemorrhage,  and  the  want  of  mo- 
bility of  the  uterus,  though  its  size  be  not  such  as  to  occupy 
completely  the  pelvic  cavity,  are  some  of  the  more  important 
characters  by  which  we  may  usually  recognzie  that  rare  affection — 
cancer  of  the  body  of  the  womb. 

Though  not  likely  to  induce  any  positive  error  of  diagnosis, 
there  is  yet  another  deviation  from  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  which  calls  for  some  notice.  It 
happens  now  and  then  that  they  are  accompanied  by  attacks  of 
pain  of  such  intense  severity  as  to  be  almost  unbearable,  the  pain 
being  evidently  neuralgic  in  character,  ceasing  abruptly,  returning 
causelessly,  and  being  but  little  amenable  to  any  kind  of  treat- 
ment. These  attacks  do  not  seem  to  be  dependent  on  the  size  of 
the  tumoi',  nor  on  its  situation,  and  are  certainly  not  connected 
with  any  special  pressure  exerted  by  it  on  any  organ,  or  on  any 
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set  of  organs.  lu  one  case,  in  wliicli  it  continued  for  years  to 
return  occasionally,  a  sense  of  weight  and  burning  referred  to  the 
womb  being  experienced  in  the  intervals,  the  tumor  was  imbedded, 
as  far  as  could  he  ascertained,  in  the  posterior  uterine  wall.  Men- 
struation was  irregular,  but  profuse ;  its  occurrence  had  no  influ- 
ence either  in  increasing  or  in  lessening  the  uterine  pain.  The 
patient  was  at  different  times  under  my  care  with  little  benefit, 
and  many  trials  were  made  of  preparations  of  iodine,  without  her 
being  able  to  continue  the  remedy.  At  length,  after  the  lapse  of 
four  years,  she  became  able  to  take  iodine  without  the  disturbance 
of  health  which  it  had  previously  occasioned,  and  after  about  six 
weeks'  continuance  of  it,  both  the  abiding  and  the  paroxysmal 
pain  were  greatly  lessened,  though  the  condition  of  the  tumor 
remained  unaltered. 

The  other  case  was  one  of  a  still  more  remarkable  character. 
A  stout,  tolerably  healthy-looking  woman,  but  whose  somewhat 
bloated  face  confirmed  the  suspicions  which  her  calling  as  the  wife 
of  a  publican  excited,  presented  herself  one  morning  at  the  out- 
patient room  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  At  that  time  her 
appearance  and  manner  presented  every  sign  of  most  intense 
agony;  drops  of  perspiration  stood  on  her  forehead,  her  skin  was 
cold  and  clamiiiy,  and  her  pulse  feeble.  With  these  manifestations 
of  extreme  sufiering,  there  were  associated  a  disposition  to  weep, 
and  also  a  good  deal  of  globus  hystericus.  After  being  some  little 
time  in  bed,  the  intense  pain  subsided,  and  she  then  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  herself:  She  was  thirty-three  years  old,  had 
been  married  seventeen  years,  had  given  birth  to  one  live  child  at 
the  eighth  month,  and  had  miscarried  three  times  at  early  periods ; 
twelve  years  having  elapsed  since  her  last  miscarriage.  The  cata- 
menia  had  always  been  regular  in  their  return,  but  for  the  last  two 
years  the  discharge  had  been  more  profuse  than  before.  For  six- 
teen years  she  had  had  occasional  attacks  of  pain  similar  to  those 
from  which  she  suffered  when  she  came  under  my  notice,  but  the 
attacks  had  always  been  mitigated  hy  cupping  and  leeching.  For 
eight  years,  however,  the  pain  had  returned  regularly  immediately 
after  the  cessation  of  menstruation,  and  had  continued  for  about  a 
week  after  each  period,  the  paroxysms  returning  every  two  hours, 
and  lasting  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour.  ITer  health  was  gene- 
rally best  for  a  week  before,  and  sometimes  during  menstrutition, 
though  the  pains  had  greatly  increased  in  their  severity,  and  were 
sometimes  brought  on  by  exertion,  or  by  sexual  intercourse,  while 
rest  in  the  recumbent  posture  always  relieved  them.  The  patient 
comjilained  besides  of  a  sort  of  cramping  pain  during  micturition, 
and  of  difficult  defecation,  as  if  from  some  substance  contracting 
the  passage  for  the  fa'ces.  When  the  pain  came  on  she  sat  u])  in 
bed,  swaying  herself  iVoni  side  to  side,  weeping  loudly,  com]daining 
of  f)ain  like  the  throes  of  labor,  and  also  of  a  choking  sensation, 
all  of  which  subsided  by  degrees  in  the  course  of  about  half  an 
hour.  Tlie  abdomen  was  full ;  its  size,  which  was  coysiderable, 
was  partly  due  to  iat  with  vvhicli  the  integuments  were  loaded; 
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on  laying  the  hand  upon  it,  spasm  of  the  abdominal  muscles  was 
immediately  excited ;  and  this  for  some  minutes  prevented  the 
attempt  to  determine  whether  any  tumor  was  seated  there  or  not, 
though  after  a  time  this  was  settled  in  the  negative.  The  uterus 
was  situated  low  down  in  the  axis  of  the  pelvic  outlet;  its  anterior 
lip  was  three-fourths  of  an  inch  longer  than  the  posterior ;  the 
tissue  of  the  cervix  was  healthy,  the  os  circular,  and  slightly  open. 
Behind,  and  to  the  left  of  the  uterus,  and  extending  also  slightly 
in  front,  was  a  firm  uneven  nodulated  tumor,  tender  on  pressure, 
connected,  though  apparently  not  very  intimately,  with  the  uterus, 
hut  which  was  ascertained  by  repeated  examinations,  and  by 
evidence  of  the  uterine  sound,  which  discovered  the  cavity  of 
the  organ  to  be  four  inches  and  a  half  long,  to  be  in  reality  &.n 
outgrowth  from  the  womb,  and  not  a  tumor  simply  connected 
with  its  appendages. 

At  first  quinine  was  given  in  large  doses  and  at  short  intervals, 
but  with  little  effect;  and  I  may  state  my  general  impression,  that 
quinine  oftener  fails  to  arrest  uterine  neuralgia  than  to  relieve  pain 
seated  in  other  systems  of  nerves.  Afterwards  the  pain  was  kept 
in  check  by  opium,  and  the  patient  left  the  hospital  relieved,  but 
not  more  than  might  be  expected  from  quiet,  a  regulated  diet,  and 
the  anticipating  each  attack  of  suflfering  by  appropriate  treatment. 

The  most  frequent  and  the  most  important  exceptional  peculiari- 
ties of  these  growths  have  now  been  passed  in  review ;  but  refer- 
ence ought  perhaps  to  be  made  to  the  distinction  between  fibrous 
tumors  and  pregnancy,  and  to  the  discrimination  of  pregnancy 
when  it  coexists  with  tumors.  Of  the  two,  I  believe  the  latter  to 
be  far  the  more  difiicult;  and,  indeed,  when  we  find  the  size  of 
the  womb  obviously  increased  by  fibrous  outgrowths,  it  is  almost 
a  pardonable  error  to  attribute  to  them  the  whole  increased  bulk 
of  the  organ,  and  to  lose  sight  of  the  possibility  of  a  physiological 
cause  having  a  share  in  the  production  of  the  enlargement.  ISTo 
direction  can  be  laid  down  such  as  will  always  keep  from  error : 
the  best  safeguard  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in  our  making  it  a  rule 
for  our  guidance,  in  every  case  of  doubtful  tumor,  to  prove  the 
non-existence  of  pregnancy  before  advancing  a  step  further  in 
forming  a  diagnosis.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  sadly  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  that  there  is  scarcely  any  disease,  however  formidable 
or  however  loathsome,  in  spite  of  which  sexual  intercourse  and 
conception  may  not  take  place.  Vesico-vaginal  fistula,  the  most 
repulsive  disease  of  the  external  organs,  cancers  of  the  vagina  or  of 
the  uterus,  are  far  from  proving  the  bar  to  cohabitation  that  might 
be  expected — a  cohabitation  often  on  the  woman's  part  submitted 
to  with  pain  of  body  and  anguish  of  mind;  for,  indeed,  it  is  in 
her  sex,  much  less  often  than  in  our  own,  that  "the  Centaur  not 
fabulous"  finds  its  aptest  illustrations. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  different  condition  of 
the  womb  in  pregnancy  from  that  which  it  presents  when  enlarged 
by  fibrous  tumor ;  and  the  dissimilar  state  of  the  lips  and  orifice 
of  the  womb,  and  the  difierent  consistence  of  its  enlarged  lower 
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segment,  will  generally  suffice  to  keep  the  attentive  observer  from 
error.  It  is,  indeed,  from  relying  on  the  evidence  furnished  by 
some  one  or  two  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  and  not  taking  into  due 
consideration  the  counterproof  afforded  by  other  symptoms,  that 
mistakes  are  almost  always  committed.  The  uterus  is  found  en- 
larged, and  its  lower  segment  expanded ;  movements  supposed  to 
be  fcetal  are  felt  by  the  patient,  and  a  sound  resembling  the  uterine 
souffle  is  perhaps  detected,  and  the  existence  of  pregnancy  is  at 
once  assumed;  no  account  being  taken  of  the  occurrence  of  hemor- 
rhage, of  the  non-development  of  the  uterine  lips,  and  of  those 
other  phenomena  which  ought  to  have  excited  suspicion ; — which, 
dul^^  weighed,  might  have  at  once  proved  the  case  to  be  merely 
one  of  uterine  tumor.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that,  although 
always  of  rare  occurrence,  it  yet  happens  more  frequently  in  cases 
of  fibrous  tumor  than  of  any  other  uterine  ailment,  that  a  sound 
is  perceptible  closely  resembling  the  uterine  souffle,  and  corre- 
sponding with  it  in  situation,  and  in  the  extent  of  surface  over 
which  it  is  heard. ^  The  caution  which  thi-s  fact  suggests  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of  in  any  case  of  doubtful  pregnancy. 

The  complication  of  fibrous  tumor  with  pregnancy  may  inter- 
fere very  seriously  with  the  detection  of  that  condition,  partly  by 
the  misplacement  of  the  womb  which  it  frequently  produces,  the 
consequent  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  organ,  and  the  difficulty 
that  it  may  give  rise  to  in  attempting  to  reach  the  os  uteri ;  and 
partly  by  the  impediment  which  the  deposit  itself  may  offer  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  physiological  changes  in  the  orifice,  neck,  and 
lower  segment  of  the  womb. 

Some  time  since  a  case  was  under  my  observation  in  the  hospital, 
in  which  I  overlooked  the  existence  of  pregnancy;  and  I  will  re- 
late to  you  some  particulars  of  it,  as  illustrating  the  circumstances 
that  may  conspire  to  throw  you  off  your  guard,  and  to  obscure 
almost  completely  the  usual  symptoms  of  pregnancj^- 

A  woman,  aged  thirty-eight,  who  had  been  married  twelve 
months,  but  hacl  never  been  pregnant,  stated  that  she  had  had 
tolerably  good  health,  and  had  menstruated  regularly  until  seven 
weeks  before  she  applied  for  admission,  when  the  discharge  sud- 
denly ceased  after  exposure  to  cold.  Four  months  before  I  saw 
her  she  first  perceived  a  hard,  painless  swelling,  about  the  size  of 
an  egg,  below  and  to  the  right  of  the  umbilicus,  and  this  increased 
until  it  had  attained  half  its  subsequent  size,  without  any  disturb- 
ance of  her  health.  Since  the  cessation  of  her  menses,  she  had 
suffered  from  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  which,  slight  at  first,  had 

^  In  Walter's  ri'inarkalile  cnso,  to  which  reference  has  already  boiMi  inndc,  a  loud 
Ronfflc.  contributed  i'oi-  a  time  to  obscure  the  diat^nosis.  Several  instiinces  of  loud 
utcriiH^  souffle  coc'xistiiiu;  with  utf^riiie  tumor,  and  imlcpcudcnt  of  ])i'ci;-iianey,  arcire- 
lated  by  J.  A.  II.  Depaul,  Tr(ti1^.  d' Aancultalhui  0/)sfcfr!r(ilc,  Hvo.,  Paris,  lS-47,  pp. 
20I)-222.  I  have  observed  it  in  one  only  out  of  the  ninety-six  cases  on  which  these 
remarks  are  founded.  In  this  instance,  too,  error  was  scarcely  possihUi,  for  the 
sound  was  accomjianii'd  by  a  dii^tlnct  fremi.sscmc7if,  and  both  it  and  the  tremor 
Heomod  to  bo  seated  in  the  left  epigastric  artery  and  its  branches. 
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by  degrees  become  very  severe,  and  at  length  compelled  her  to 
seek  for  medical  advice.  Leeching  and  rest  had  relieved  her  pain, 
but  the  tumor  gradually  increased  in  size.  Three  weeks  before 
her  admission,  a  discharge,  said  to  be  menstrual,  again  made  its 
appearance,  and  continued  for  a  week,  when  it  ceased  for  two 
days,  but  then  returned,  and  was  still  going  on  when  the  patient 
came  under  my  care. 

The  abdomen  w^as  occupied  by  a  tumor,  which  was  not  sym- ' 
metrical,  but  more  prominent  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side  of 
the  umbilicus,  reaching  up  to  about  its  level,  extending  to  within 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  left  crista  of  the  ilium,  and  com- 
pletely occupying  the  right  iliac  region.  It  was  hard,  unyielding, 
seemed  about  the  size  of  an  infanl's  head ;  was  tender  on  pressure 
upon  its  most  prominent  part.  On  examining  per  vaginam,  the 
finger  came  at  once  upon  a  spherical  bod}^,  occupying  the  posterior 
half  of  the  pelvis,  and  pressing  the  neck  of  the  womb  closely 
against  the  symphysis  pubis.  This  tumor,  which  was  firm  though 
somewhat  elastic,  began  immediately  behind  the  cervix  uteri, 
which  was  about  half  an  inch  long,  the  lips  soft,  and  the  os  open 
enough  to  admit  the  finger,  while  the  cervical  canal  was  not  closed, 
nor  could  any  mucous  plug  be  detected  in  it. 

After  the  patient's  admission,  there  was  very  little  hemorrhage 
from  the  uterus,  but  she  had  frequent  attacks  of  very  violent  pain 
of  an  expulsive  character.  Opiates  mitigated  the  severity  of  these 
attacks  and  controlled  their  frequency,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
the  patient  left  the  hospital  much  relieved,  her  abdomen  measuring 
thirty- three  inches  at  the  umbilicus,  as  on  the  day  of  her  admission. 

A  month  after  she  left  the  hospital  she  was  prematurely  confined 
of  a  still-born  child  at  about  the  sixth  month  of  utero-gestation, 
and  her  recovery  after  her  labor  was  retarded  by  an  attack  of 
uterine  inflammation,  of  which  the  patient  spoke  as  having  been 
very  severe.  ISTine  weeks  after  her  delivery  I  again  saw  her,  and 
found  her  uterus  low  down  and  fixed  in  the  pelvis,  the  enlarged, 
elongated,  and  much  thickened  cervix  being  closely  in  apposition 
with  the  anterior  pelvic  wall,  while  a  large  tumor  connected  with, 
and  growing  out  of  the  posterior  uterine  wall,  completely  filled 
the  pelvic  cavity,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  immobility  of  the 
organ. 

It  were  time  wasted  to  dwell  at  leno;th  on  the  causes  which 
rendered  the  diagnosis  of  pregnancy  so  difficult  m  this  case,  or 
wliich  indeed  prevented  any  suspicion  of  it  being  entertained. 
Unsuspected  by  the  patient  herself,  some  of  its  sj-mptoms  were 
doubtless  unnoticed  b}^  her;  while  the  continuance  of  a  discharge 
like  that  of  the  menses,  its  subsequent  suppression  for  a  short 
period,  its  reappearance  and  persistence  for  three  weeks  before 
she  was  received  into  the  hospital,  all  seemed  more  like  the  evi- 
dences of  disease  than  any  of  the  ordinary  results  of  pregnancy. 
Examination,  too,  detected  a  tumor  occupying  the  pelvic  cavity, 
and  which  was  clearly  a  fibrous  outgrowth.  This  very  tumor  pre- 
vented the  ordinary  changes  in  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus 
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from  taking  place,  and  thus  led  to  the  belief  that  uterine  disease, 
and  disease  alone,  existed.  You  knovr,  however,  that  a  correct 
diagnosis  implies,  not  simply  the  discovery  of  the  patient's  dis- 
ease, but  the  formation  of  a  right  judgment  concerning  that 
patient  in  all  respects.  The  public  feel  as  little  respect  for  an  in- 
complete diagnosis  as  for  one  that  is  altogether  wrong. 

It  is  not  possible,  with  reference  to  any  disease  whose  progress 
is  so  variable  and  course  so  uncertain  as  that  of  uterine  fibrous 
tumor,  to  make  any  general  statement  concerning  the  i^rognosis 
that  we  should  form,  for  the  contingencies  are  very  numerous  by 
which  the  patient's  condition  may  be  modified.  Thus  much,  how- 
ever, may  be  stated :  that  apart  from  the  risks  attendant  on  preg- 
nane}^ and  labor,  fibrous  tumore  do  not  tend  generally,  nor  ever 
rapidly,  to  the  destruction  of  life,  though  they  undermine  a  person's 
health,  and  must  often  make  her  an  easy  prey  to  any  intercurrent 
disease.  In  only  one  out  of  the  ninety-six  cases  on  which  these 
observations  are.  based  did  the  patient  die  of  hemorrhage,  and  the 
fatal  event  in  this  instance  occurred  nine,  years  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease;  while  in  the  other  two 
fatal  cases  death  was  due  to  uterine  and  peritoneal  inflammation 
after  delivery.  The  subjoined  table  which  shows. the  duration  of 
the  symptoms  at  the  time  when  the  patients  first  came  under 
my  observation,  illustrates  the  comparatively  slow  course  of  the 
aflection. 

The  symptoms  had  lasted  less  than 
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■who  died  after  delivery,  the  existence  of  the  tumor  was  not 
suspected  till  labor  took  place.  — 

Total,  96 

Unlike,  then,  any  form  of  malignant  disease,  uterine  fibrous 
tumor  shows  no  constant  tendency  to  advance  or  to  increase;  and 
if  we  are  conipclled  to  allow  that  medicine  furnishes  no  certain 
means  by  whicli  to  arrest  its  growth,  and  that  surgery  can  but 
seldom  be  called  to  our  aid,  it  is  yet  a  consolation  to  be  able  truth- 
fully to  assure  our  ]>aticnt  that  the  niuch-dreadcd  ailment  is  yet 
less  formidable  llian  it  was  8U})po8ed  to  be,  much  less  so  than  it 
has  often  been  rcj)i'escnted. 

I  purposely,  lunvovcr,  excepted  one  contingency  when  mention 
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ing  the  comparativel}^  small  risk  to  life  from  fibrous  tumor  of  the 
uterus,  and  spoke  of  the  disease  apart  from  the  dangers  that  attend 
upon  it  when  associated  with  pregnancy,  labor,  and  the  puerperal 
state.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  existence  of  fibrous  tumors 
in  the  uterus  lessens  the  chances  of  conception,  and  it  is  fortunate 
that  it  does  so,  for  the  increased  afflux  of  blood  towards  the  womb 
which  pregnancy  occasions  is  almost  sure  to  accelerate  the  growth 
of  any  tumor  connected  with  it.  Pregnancy,  indeed,  when  it 
does  take  place,  often  has  a  premature  termination  ;  for  the  pres- 
ence of  a  tumor  in  the  wall  of  the  uterus  interferes  with  the  regular 
development  of  the  organ,  and  thus  in  many  instances  abridges 
the  term  of  gestation.  JSTot  long  since  a  patient  was  under  my 
care,  in  whom  the  existence  of  a  tumor,  imbedded  in  the  left  wall 
of  the  uterus,  was  ascertained  soon  after  the  occurrence  of  an  ap- 
parently causeless  miscarriage.  Four  other  miscarriages  have  since 
successively  occurred,  and  no  other  reason  can  be  assigned  for 
them  than  that  which  the  uterine  tumor  suggests. 

But  there  are  greater  evils  than  either  sterility  or  the  premature 
termination  of  pregnancy,  to  which  patients  affected  with  fibrous 
tumors  of  the  uterus  are  liable.  The  annals  of  medicine  are  full 
of  cases  illustrating  the  dangerous  character  of  this  complication, 
which  may  expose  the  patient  to  one  or  all  of  three  clift'erent  perils. 
The  tumor  may  mechanically  prevent  the  passage  of  the  child 
through  the  pelvis,  and  may  thus  even  necessitate  the  performance 
of  the  Csesarian  section.  It  may  interfere  with  the  eflicient  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  and  thus 
expose  the  patient  to  hemorrhage  which  it  will  be  very  diflicult  to 
control.  Or  lastly,  it  may  interfere  with  the  processes  of  involution 
of  the  womb  after  delivery,  and  may  either  itself  undergo  a  morbid 
softening  and  disintegration,  or  maybe  the  occasion,  either  in  con- 
nection with  inflammation  of  its  own  substance  and  of  that  of  the 
womb,  or  independently  of  it,  of  peritonitis,  always  dangerous, 
too  often  fatal. 

While  I  believe  the  risk  of  any  of  these  untoward  occurrences 
complicating  labor  to  be  very  real  and  very  serious,  it  is  neverthe- 
less my  impression  that  the  danger  has  been  overstated  by  some 
writers  of  very  deserved  reputation.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  the  peril  depends  in  great  measure  on  the  intimacy  of  the 
relations  between  the  tumor  and  the  uterine  substance  ;  and  that 
those  pediculatecl  outgrowths  which  spring  from  the  peritoneal 
surface  of  the  uterus  are  of  no  great  moment  except  in  so  far  as  by 
their  size  and  position  they  encroach  on  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  in- 
terfere with  the  passage  of  the  child.  I  know  four  women,  one 
of  whom  has  given  birth  to  one  child,  the  others  to  several,  from 
the  fundus  of  whose  uterus  there  springs  a  tumor  having  all  the 
characters  of  a  fibrous  outgrowth ;  and  yet,  with  the  exception  of 
some  disposition  to  hemorrhage  in  two  of  the  cases  (and  that  in- 
deed by  no  means  difficult  to  restrain),  labor  and  its  consequences 
have  been  uninterrupted  by  any  untoward  occurrence.  Even  in 
other  instances,  the  exceptions  to  an  unfavorable  issue  are  far  too 
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numerous  to  warrant  us  in  admitting  the  disposition  to  disintegra- 
tion and  softening  or  suppuration  of  the  tumor  to  be  as  invariable 
an  attendant  on  advanced  pregnancy  as  some  writers  suppose. 
My  own  experience,  too,  leads  me  to  connect  the  fatal  issue,  when 
it  does  take  place,  more  with  peritoneal  inflammation  than  with 
any  constant  change  in  the  substance  of  the  tumor ;  while,  lastl}^ 
it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  softening  and  disintegration  of 
fibrous  tumors,  when  they  occur  in  the  unimpreguated  condition, 
are  not  attended  by  any  formidable,  symptoms.^ 

The  bearing  of  these  facts  on  the  question  of  the  induction  of 
premature  labor  in  pregnancy  complicated  with  fibrous  tumors  of 
the  uterus,  must  be  reserved  till  after  I  have  said  what  little  there 
may  be  to  tell  you  with  reference  to  the  general  treatment  of  the 
disease. 


LECTURE    XVII. 

UTEEINE  TUMOES  AND  OUTGKOWTHS. 

« 

Fibrous  Tumors.  Treatment.  Precautionary  measures  to  retard  their  growth  ; 
management  of  menstrual  periods,  and  palliative  treatment.  Alleged  specifics  : 
iodine,  bromine,  the  waters  of  Kreuznach.  Surgical  proceedings ;  great  hazard 
attending  them.  Sources  of  danger,  and  management  of  pregnancy  and  labor 
complicated  with  fibrous  tumors. 

We  now  come,  last  of  all,  to  the  consideration  of  the  treatment 
of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus.  The  treatment,  indeed,  of  an  ir- 
remediable disease  may  seem  to  require  but  brief  notice,  and  to 
present  but  slender  interest  to  the  student  of  medicine.  But  in 
fact  it  is  not  so.  There  are  as  large  opportunities  for  skill  in  pal- 
liating the  irremediable  ill,  as  in  curing  the  sickness  which  gives 
the  widest  scope  for  the  healing  art  to  show  itself  most  sovereign; 
and  there  are  occasions,  too,  far  more  numerous,  for  the  exercise 
of  all  those  sweet  charities  of  life  which  render  our  profession  in 
its  right  exercise  so  unalloj'ed  a  blessing  to  mankind.  Hereafter 
I  shall  have  to  plead  the  same  reasons  for  begging  your  most  heed- 
ful attention  to  the  management  of  cancer,  and  of  other  ailments 
more  hopeless,  more  constantly,  more  quickly  fatal  than  thatAvhich 
we  are  now  studying.  I  urge  them  on  you  now,  however,  because 
there  is  a  not  uimatural  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  student  and 
the  young  practitioner  to  iix  their  attention  on  the  great  diseases 
which  admit  of  great  remedies,  and  to  pass  almost  unnoticed  the 
slow,  wearing  ailments,  in  which  each  day's  suffering  is  like  that 

1  Willi  reference  to  this  subject  and  the  practical  questinns  connected  witli  it, 
the  read<!r  may  cfinsiilt  ]*uclieit,  £)e  ti(ni()7-il»iN  in  pclvi  p(irfi(»i  inipcdioifihiis,  8vo., 
Hcidelbf'rg:i',  IH-JO,  cap.  i,  ii,  v,  j)p.  58,  (!(!,  104;  Asiiwell,  Guj/'.i  Jfosplfnl,  licport.s, 
vol.  i,  p.  !'.()() ;  Levf'P,  ibid.  vol.  vii,  pp.  ()K-103  ;  and  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Hiniiison 
wliicl)  lir.-il  appi-art'd  in  the  AV//?//j///y/A  Mimfhli/  Joitrnn/,  August,  1817,  ami  are  ro- 
publiehod  ut  p.  833  of  vol.  i,or  iiis  colliTted  ObaMrlc  Worlcx^  8vo.,  Edinbui'gii,  1855. 


TREATMENT    OF    FIBROUS    TUMORS.  245 

of  tlie  day  before  ;  witli  no  prospect  indeed  of  return  to  health,  but 
with  a  decline  so  tardj',  marked  by  so  few  events,  that  the  shadow 
on  the  dial  seems  scarcely  to  go  down  at  all. 

Fortunately,  in  the  present  case,  the  disease  often  has  pauses  in 
uts  course,  which,  though  uncertain  alike  in  their  occurrence  and 
their  duration,  are  yet  frequent  enough  to  lend  a  little  brightness 
to  the  patient's  prospects.  These,  too,  are  still  further  cheered 
by  the  rare  accident  of  a  perfect  recovery  being  now  and  then 
brought  about  by  nature's  hands ;  while  concerning  it  we  can  fore- 
tell so  little,  that  every  patient  may  with  almost  equal  reason  hope 
that  she  herself  will  prove  the  happy  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

We  have  already  seen  enough  of  the  conditions  that  favor  the 
development  and  growth  of  fibrous  tamors,  to  be  able  to  infer  the 
nature  of  those  precautions  by  which  their  increase  may  be  re- 
tarded. We  find  their  growth  to  be  more  rapid,  and  their  symp- 
toms generally  to  be  more  formidable,  during  the  years  of  sexual 
activity,  than  after  the  time  when  those  functions  have  ceased ; 
while  pregnancy  and  its  consequences  are  not  only  attended  by 
certain  positive  dangers,  but  appear  to  be  accompanied  by  a  greatly 
accelerated  rate  of  increase  of  the  disease.  Hence  it  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  fortunate  circumstance  when  the  symptoms  of  this 
afiectiou  come  on  comparatively  late  in  life,  and  we  then  venture 
to  hold  out  to  our  patient  the  expectation  of  amendment  taking 
place  when  menstruation  ceases.  Hence,  too,  a  more  encouraging 
prognosis  may  usually  be  expressed  in  the  case  of  an  unmarried 
woman,  or  of  a  widow,  than  of  one  who  is  still  cohabiting  with 
her  husband.  Apart,  indeed,  from  the  occurrence  of  pregnancy, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  mere  sexual  intercourse  is  injurious 
to  patients  with  fibrous  tumor,  and  that  the  congestion  of  the 
uterus  and  pelvic  viscera,  and  the  increased  vitality  of  the  sexual 
organs  which  the  act  induces,  favor  its  increase.  If  then  your 
patient  be  a  married  woman,  it  is  your  duty  to  acquaint  her  with 
this  fact ;  it  is  not  generally  your  duty  to  do  more ;  for  often  there 
are  complicated  questions  both  moral  and  physical  involved,  which 
you  must  not  ignore,  but  into  which,  unasked,  you  have  no  right 
to  intrude. 

But  while  you  must  to  a  great  extent  leave  this  matter  to  be 
settled  by  your  patient,  there  are  some  other  points  concerning 
which  your  advice  cannot  be  out  of  place.  Independent  of  the 
risks  of  hemorrhage  which  attend  it,  the  menstrual  period  is 
always  unfavorable  to  this  class  of  patients,  and  the  more  quietly 
you  can  succeed  in  conducting  them  through  it  the  better.  Ab- 
solute rest  through  the  whole  of  each  period  is  of  great  importance; 
while,  if  much  hemorrhage  or  severe  pain  accompanies  it,  the  pa- 
tient should  remain  in  her  bed  for  the  first  forty-eight  hours,  and 
should  not  move  further  than  to  her  sofa  during  the  whole  of  its 
continuance.  If  it  sets  in  with  severe  pain,  associated,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  with  abdominal  tenderness,  a  few  leeches  over  the  hypo- 
gastrium,  or  the  tender  part  of  the  tumor  as  felt  through  the  ab- 
domen, will  often  be  of  service,  but  the  caution  which  I  have 
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already  given  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  leeching  the  uterus  just 
before  the  commencement  of  a  menstrual  period,  holds  good  in 
this  case.  Both  the  pain  and  the  hemorrhage  are  often  much 
lessened,  not  only  hy  keeping  the  bowels  acting  with  regularity 
at  all  times,  but  also  by  giving  an  aperient  just  before  the  dis- 
charge commences.  If  menstruation  should  be  very  excessive, 
the  case  must  be  treated  just  like  any  other  case  of  meuorrhagia, 
and  in  anticipation  of  profuse  loss  of  blood,  astringents  may  be 
employed  from  the  very  first  day  of  the  discharge  appearing.  jSTot 
infrequently  there  is  a  disposition  to  intercurrent  hemorrhage  be- 
tween the  periods,  which  may  in  many  instances  be  warded  oiF 
by  comj)lete  rest  at  the  time,  by  the  avoidance  of  all  stimulants, 
by  salines  and  sedatives,  such  as  the  citrate  of  potash  with  tincture 
of  henbane,  and  by  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  to  the  abdomen, 
if  the  threatenings  of  loss  of  blood  are  accompanied  with  much 
pain.  I  do  not  think  that  in  cases  of  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus 
very  much  is  gained  by  the  application  of  the  leeches  directly  to 
the  womb  itself,  though  in  simple  hypertrophy  of  the  organ  that 
constitutes  our  most  efiicient  mode  of  treatment.  Sometimes, 
however,  when  menstruation  is  scanty,  and,  as  is  then  generally 
the  case,  painful ;  or  when  there  is  considerable  uterine  tender- 
ness, and  a  puffy  or  indurated  condition  of  the  cervix,  much  is 
obtained  by  this  measure.  I  believe,  however,  that  then  it  is  the 
general  state  of  the  uterus,  rather  than  the  tumor  of  the  organ, 
which  is  benefited.  Much  standing,  much  exertion,  and  especially 
much  walking,  are  all  objectionable,  for  all  tend  to  produce  and 
to  keep  up  a  congested  state  of  the  pelvic  viscera.  If  these,  how- 
ever, be  interdicted,  and  the  patient  be  thereby  condemned  to  a 
sedentary  life,  it  is  obvious  that  to  maintain  her  health  she  mast 
adopt  a  mild,  unstimulating  diet,  that  she  must  live  more  simply, 
even  more  abstemiously,  than  before.  On  the  degree  to  which 
you  can  command  your  patient's  confidence,  and  can  induce  her 
to  adopt  tliis  somewhat  self-denying  kind  of  life,  and  on  the  extent 
to  which  she  has  fortitude  to  persevere  in  it,  month  after  month, 
even  year  after  year,  will  depend  the  measure  of  her  health,  her 
comfort,  and  her  powers  of  usefulness. 

It  would  profit  but  little  to  repeat  all  that  has  been  said  before 
when  treating  of  dysmenorrhoea  and  of  excessive  menstruation  ; 
for  the  rules  then  given  and  the  remedies  then  suggested  ai>]>ly 
equally  to  the  mitigation  of  pain  or  the  suppression  of  bleeding 
when  dependent  on  fibrous  tumor.  It  may  not,  however,  be  super- 
fluous to  add,  that  the  steady  observance  of  the  hygienic  rules  which 
I  have  laid  down  is  of  more  importance  than  the  mere  use  of  medi- 
cines for  the  permanent  mitigation  of  either  of  these  symptoms. 

But  it  may  be  asked  whether  there  is  no  remedy  that  exerts  a 
8i)ecific  intluence  on  the  growth  of  these  tumors, — none  by  which 
we  can  o]>tain  tlieir  absor[)ti()ii,  or  at  least  feel  sure  of  putting  a 
stop  to  their  growth?  I  very  much  fear  that  no  such  remedy 
exists,  or  at  least  has  been  at  present  discovered.  Mercurial  prep- 
ai'alions  most  certainly  liave  no  such  induence;  and  the  alleged 


USEOFIODINB.  247 

powers  of  iodine  seem  to  have  been  very  mueli  overrated,  for  in  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  instances  in  which  it  has  been  perse- 
veringly  employed,  no  effect  whatever  has  appeared  to  follow  its 
administration.  The  disintegration  of  the  tumors,  and  their  ex- 
pulsion, have  never,  in  my  experience,  succeeded  the  continued 
use  of  preparations  of  iodine,  but  have  taken  place  unexpectedly, 
and  independent  of  any  assignable  cause.  Still  it  is  possible  that 
the  rapid  increase  of  these  growths  may  be  sometimes  restrained 
by  this  agent,  and  I  therefore  employ  it  as  our  best,  though  but  an 
uncertain  remedy,  and  with  a  yearly  lessening  faith  in  its  efficacy. 
To  gain  anything  by  it,  indeed,  it  is  essential  that  its  use  should 
be  continued  for  many  months ;  and,  in  order  to  this,  the  patient 
must  be  brought  very  gradually  under  its  influence,  since  large  or 
frequently  repeated  doses  often  disorder  the  digestion,  occasion 
sleeplessness,  or  produce  a  febrile  condition,  which  compels  the 
discoiitinuance  of  the  medicine.  I  seldom  give  more  than  one 
grain  of  the  iodide  of  potass  with  twenty  minims  of  the  syrup  of 
iodide  of  iron,  twice  a  day ;  and  though  in  addition  I  generally 
recommend  the  inunction  of  an  iodine  ointment  over  the  tumor, 
3^et  this  is  rather  as  an  additional  means  of  impregnating  the 
system  with  iodine  than  on  account  of  any  marked  local  influence 
which  its  employment  in  this  manner  has  seemed  to  me  to  exert. 
The  introduction  into  the  vagina  of  balls  of  iodine  ointment, 
for  the  sake  of  the  supposed  local  action  of  the  remedy  on  the 
tumor,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  evidence  in  its  favor  sufficient 
to  counterbalance  the  obvious  disadvantages  attendant  on  constant 
local  medication  of  the  womb,  and  the  daily  introduction  of  irri- 
tants into  the  vagina.  The  same  kind  of  objection,  with  the 
additional  drawbacks  attendant  on  the  proved  inefficacy  of  mercu- 
rials, attaches  to  the  local  use  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri,  and  its 
injection,  as  has  been  recommended,  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb. 
The  bromide  of  potassium  has  been  spoken  of  as  of  superior 
efficacy  to  the  salts  of  iodine.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  deserves 
this  character  or  not ;  but  it  certainly  has  the  advantage  of  being 
better  tolerated,  and  for  a  longer  time,  by  the  patient.  It  must 
also  be  remembered  that  the  waters  of  Kreuznach^  in  Germany, 

1  Dr.  Sutro,  in  his  work  on  the  German  Mineral  Waters,  London,  18.51,  gives  at 
page  256  the  following  result  of  an  analysis  by  Professor  Lowig  of  Zurich,  of  the 
contents  of  sixteen  ounces  of  the  water  : 

72.88  chloride  of  sodium. 
13. .38  "  calcium. 

4.07  "  2nagnesium. 

0.62  "  potassium. 

0.61  "  lithium. 

0.27  bromide  of  magnesium. 

0.03  iodide 

1.69  carbonate  of  lime. 

0.01  "  baryta. 

0.10  magnesia. 

0.15  oxide  of  iron. 

0.02  phosphate  of  alumina. 

0.12  silica. 

94.02 
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which  have  acquired  considerable  reputation  for  the  special  in- 
fluence which  they  are  supposed  to  exert  over  enlargements  and 
fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  contain  salts  of  bromine  in  much 
larger  quantity  than  those  of  iodine.  I  am  much  at  a  loss,  how- 
ever, as  to  how  far  the  alleged  influence  of  these  waters  on  fibrous 
tumors  is  a  real  one,  and  must  confess  that  in  no  instance  have  I 
seen  any  marked  diminution  of  a  tumor  result  from  their  use,  still 
less  have  I  known  a  tumor  become  absorbed  or  disappear.  The 
waters  are  no  doubt  possessed  of  great  potency,  and  in  many 
scrofulous  and  secondary  syphilitic  afi'ections  prove  of  much  service. 
The  mode  of  their  employment,  too,  is  very  energetic,  so  that 
failure  cannot  be  attributed,  as  when  the  waters  are  used  in  this 
country,  to  the  imperfection  or  insufficiency  of  their  application. 
For  six  or  seven  weeks  the  patient  spends  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  daUy  in  a  bath,  the  strength  of  which  has  been  increased  by 
the  gradual  addition  of  from  twenty-four  to  thirty  pints  of  the 
mother  lye,  or  liquor  which  remains  after  evaporation  of  the  water, 
to  four  hundred  pints  of  the  water.  Besides  this,  twice  a  day  for 
an  hour  together,  warm  fomentations  of  the  mother  Ij^e  are  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen,  and  these  fomentations  are  increased  in 
strength  until  they  produce  a  burning  sensation,  and  an  eruption 
of  pimples  on  the  surface.  The  patient,  in  addition,  takes  the 
waters  internally,  and  employs  an  enema  of  two  ounces  of  the 
water,  with  twenty  to  thirty  minims  of  the  mother  lye,  every  day 
after  the  bowels  have  acted.  This  treatment  is  continued  until 
constitutional  symptoms,  indicative  of  what  is  regarded  as  satura- 
tion of  the  system  with  the  remedy,  are  produced ;  and  then,  after 
a  pause  of  three  or  four  weeks,  a  second  similar  course  of  four  or 
six  weeks  is  undergone,  and  this  plan  is  repeated  in  many  instances 
for  two  or  three  successive  summers.^ 

If  to  this  energetic  treatment  there  be  superadded  the  observance 
of  all  those  subsidiary  measures,  often  too  hard  to  enforce  in  other 
circumstances,  but  which  seldom  fail  to  be  attended  to  when  a 
patient  leaves  her  home  and  phices  herself  for  some  months  under 
the  care,  not  of  an  ordinary  practitioner,  but  of  one  who  seems  to 
preside  as  a  sort  of  genius  of  the  place  over  the  wonder-working 
spring,  we  certainly  have  all  those  conditions  assembled  from 
wliich  most  striking  results  might  be  anticipated.  M}'  own  con- 
clusions, liowcvcr,  are  fully  borne  out  by  the  greater  experience  of 
Scanzoni,^  who  says  that  he  "  does  not  believe  that  by  these  means 
any  important  diminution  of  a  real  fibroid  tumor  has  ever  been 
eft'ected."  It  seems,  too,  from  the  statement  of  Dr.  Prieger  himself, 
a  gentleman  who  first  brought  the  waters  of  Kreuznach  into  notice, 
and  who  for  many  years  practised  there  with  wcll-morited  reputa- 
tion, that  by  far  the  greater  pi-opoi-tion  of  cures  ot-curred  in  his 

1  For  Ibis  Jiccount  of  llin  pliin  pursuod  at  Krouzrmeh  I  am  indobtod  to  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Knfjclniiuiii,  wlio  bas  practised  tboro  for  many  years,  and  lias  written  a 
little  book  yn  tbn  use  of  tlu;  wat(!r.s  in  secondary  syjiiiilitie  all'eetions, —  The  Baths 
of  Krenznric.Ji.,  8vo.,  Frankfort,  1852. 

^  Op.  cii.,  p.  '2Z7. 
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experience  in  cases  of  simple  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus,  and  not 
of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  organ. 

My  own  observation  confirms  Dr.  Prieger's  statement.  I  have 
seen  simple  enlargements  of  the  uterus  consequent  on  chronic 
infia'mmation  of  the  organ,  or  a  deficient  involution  after  delivery 
or  miscarriage,  much  reduced  in  bulk;  and  I  have  also  seen  the 
womb  in  whose  substance  fibrous  tumors  were  imbedded  grow 
smaller,  not  from  reduction  of  the  tumor,  but  from  lessening  of 
the  hypertrophy  of  its  tissue,  to  which  the  tumor  had  given  rise, 
"^ith  this  improvement,  too,  in  the  local  condition,  there  has 
been  a  lessening  of  the  discomforts  from  which  the  patient  pre- 
viously suffered.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  I  have  seen  this 
relief,  in  cases  of  fibrous  tumors,  persist  for  long  after  the  patient's 
return  home,  on  her  attempt  to  resume  her  previous  mode  of  life; 
nor  have  I  found  it  to  be  more  complete  or  more  lasting  than  I 
have  seen  follow  in  other  instances  from  obedience  to  simple  rules 
deduced  from  general  principles  of  treatment.  Still,  when  our 
remedies  are  so  few,  we  cannot  well  afford  to  dispense  with  any, 
even  though  their  virtues  may  be  questionable;  and  I  often  sanc- 
tion, or  even  suggest  a  visit  to  Kreuznach,  though  accompanying 
it  with  a  hint  that  relief  of  discomfort,  rather  than  absolute  cure, 
is  all  that  I  can  promise  from  the  experiment. 

I  should  also  say  that  of  late  years  the  Kreuznach  salt  and  the 
mother  lye  have  been  imported  into  this  country ;  and  patients 
anxious  to  make  trial  of  their  virtues  can  obtain  them  from  most  of 
the  principal  chemists  in  London.  They  are  employed  either  in 
hip-baths,  or  in  the  form  of  epithems  worn  over  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  and  I  have  known  patients  obtain  relief  from  both 
of  these  proceedings.  I  doubt,  however,  whether  the  latter  does 
more  than  act  as  a  moderate  counter-irritant,  and  whether  the 
comfort  afforded  by  the  former  is  not  due  as  much  to  the  soothing 
influence  of  the  warm  water  as  to  the  medicinal  action  of  the  salt 
which  it  contains.^ 

If  medicine,  however,  is  so  slow,  and  confessedly  so  uncertain 
in  its  action  upon  these  growths,  are  they,  you  may  inquire, 
equally  beyond  the  reach  of  surgical  interference  ?  Such  of  them 
as  spring  from  a  distinct  pedicle,  and  hang  down  into  or  beyond 
the  uterine  cavity,  admit  of  removal  either  by  the  knife  or  the 
ligature ;  and  concerning  these  fibrous  polypi  I  shall  have  some- 
thing to  say  presently.  The  non-pediculatecl  growths,  with  the 
study  of  which  we  are  now  occupied,  and  those  pedunculated 
tumors  that  spring  from  the  outer  surface  of  the  uterus,  are  almost 
or  altogether  beyond  our  reach.  A  few  cases  are  on  record  where 
the  abdomen  has  been  laid  open,  and  the  extirpation  of  a  fibrous 
tumor  from  the  outer  surface  of  the  uterus  has  been  attempted, 
and  even  actually  accomplished.      In  most  of  these  cases  the 

1  One  pint  of  the  mother  lye  and  one  pound  of  common  salt  in  an  ordinary  hip- 
bath of  86°  is  a  sufficiently  close  imitation  of  the  baths  of  the  mineral  spring  itself, 
differing  from  it  chiefly  in  being  stronger  than  the  baths  are  at  Kreuznach,  in 
which  the  whole  body  is  iminersed. 
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operation  was  undertaken  with  tlie  impression  tliat  the  tumor  was 
ovarian,  and  in  all  instances  but  one,  which  is  reported  by  an 
American  surgeon,  Dr.  Atlee,  its  completion  was  followed  by  the 
patient's  death.  It  is  a  proceeding  to  be  altogether  deprecated, 
difficult  to  accomplish,  almost  certainly  fatal  if  concluded,  sur- 
rounded by  dangers  which  wisdom  cannot  foresee,  nor  skill  avert. 
It  would  perhaps  not  be  right  to  pass  quite  so  sweeping  a  con- 
demnation on  another  operation  which,  since  its  first  performance 
by  M.  Amussat,  has  had  several  imitators,  and  which  consists  in 
the  enucleation  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterine  walls  by  an  incis- 
ion made  through  the  os  uteri,  or  the  lower  segment  of  the  womb. 
.  IN'o  one  can  have  noticed  the  extremely  loose  connection  between 
the  uterus  and  fibrous  tumors  imbedded  in  its  substance,  without 
the  feasibility  of  an  operation  for  their  removal  occurring  to  his 
mind,  and  it  was  suggested,  on  theoretical  grounds,  by  M.  Yelpeau, 
some  years  before  the  idea  was  put  in  practice  in  1840  by  M. 
Amussat.  The  results  of  it,  however,  are  by  no  means  encourag- 
ing, so  long  as  we  limit  our  inquiry  to  eases  of  enucleation  of  inter- 
stitial fibrous  tumor  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  for  twenty-eio-ht 
operations  yield  fourteen  deaths  to  fourteen  recoveries,  while  in 
four  of  the  latter  the  operation  was  incomplete,  and  a  portion  of 
the  tumor  was  left  behind.^     If  now  to  the  published  mortality 

^  The  following  references  include  all  the  cases  with  which  I  am  acquainted  that 
strictly  belong  to  this  category : 

StrCCESSFUL    CASES. 

Amussat,  2  cases,  reported  in  full  in'Exaniinaieur  Medicale,  Feb.,  1843. 

Maisonneuve,  2      "      Bulletin   de   I' Acad,    de   Med.,   xiv,    722;    and    Gazette   des 
Hopitaux,  Dec.  6,  1849. 

LiverjDool  Medico- Chirui-gical  Journal,  Jan.,  18-57,  p.  54. 

Medical  Times,  March  22,  1856,  p.  283. 

Transactions  of  American  Medical  Association,  vol.  vi,  p.  559. 

Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical  Society,  vol.  ii,  1861,  p.  17. 


Grimsdale, 
Teale, 
Atlee, 
Davis, 


Maisonneuve,  1 


1 
1 

7 
1 
— 14  cases. 

FATAL   CASES. 

Bover,  1  case,  Revue  MMicale,  March,  1845;  death  in  6  days. 

Berard,  2      "     Bull,  de  la  Societe  Anaiomiqne,  1842,  p.  82  ;  death  in  5  weeks  ; 

in  his  other  case  mentioned  b}^  Jarjavay,  death  took  place 
in  2  days. 
Bulletin  de  la  Societe  de  Chiru7\gie,  vol.  i,  pp.  458,  474.    M. 
Maisonneuve  does  not  himself  mention  the  death  of  the 
patient,  but  the  fact  is  mentioned  by  Jarjavay,  who  states 
that  death  took  place  at  the  end  of  a  month.     See  the 
translation   of   his   thesis,    "  Des   Operations   aux   Corps 
Fibreu.x  de  I'llterus,"   in  vol.  vii,  of  the  Analekten  fiir 
Frauenkrankheiten,  p.  426. 
KUnik  der  Oeburisliiilfe,  &c..  p.  408;  died  in  3G  days. 
Medical  Times,  July  25,  1857;  deatli  of  one  in  ;U)  hours,  of 
the  other  in  13  day.s. 
5     "     Loc.  cit.     The  date' of  death  was  1  month,  11  days,  5  days, 
7  weeks,  and  20  days  respectively,  alter  the  tirst  operation 
was  attempted. 
1     "     Ed.  Monthly  Journal,,  IMaroh,   1848,  and  repuhlislu'd  in  the 

Obstetric  Mcvwirs,  p.  1J8;  died  in  0  days. 
1     " 
— 14  cases. 


Chiari,  1 

BakiT  Brown,  2 

Atlee,  5 

t. 

Simpson,  1 

Self, 


The  tenijitation  to  sujipress  due  nuMilii 


haviiit'-  an  iiiirnrluniile  issue 


THEIR    ENUCLEATION.  251 

we  make  some  adclitioii, — and  I  fear  it  ought  to  be  a  very  large 
one, — for  suppressed,  or  at  least  for  non-reported  cases,  we  arrive 
at  a  result  wbicli  compels  us  to  class  the  operation  among  the 
most  hazardous  in  surgery.  These  risks,  too,  be  it  observed,  are 
incurred  not  in  the  case  of  a  disease  surely  and  rapidly  destroying 
life,  but  of  one  that  runs  a  slow  course,  that  often  comes  to  a 
standstill  of  its  own  accord,  and  that  almost  always  atlbrds  a  pros- 
pect of  months  or  years  of  valetudinarianism  indeed,  but  still  of 
life,  which  the  operation  may  cut  short  in  a  few  days.  Success, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  no  means  necessarily  frees  the  patient  from 
her  ills,  for  fibrous  tumors  are  but  seldom  solitary,  and  the  removal 
of  one  may  but  serve  to  bring  to  light  the  existence  of  another 
beyond  the  reach  of  surgical  interference. 

In  the  performance  of  the  operation  itself,  the  main  difficulties 
seem  to  arise  from  the  size  of  the  tumor,  the  inadequate  space 
afforded  by  the  opening  of  the  os  uteri,  which  it  has  generally  been 
necessary  to  incise  or  to  dilate  forcibly,  and  from  a  thinness  of  the 
uterine  parietes,  so  extreme  as  to  necessitate  the  most  cautious 
manipulation,  lest  the  peritoneal  cavity  should  be  opened  in  the 
endeavor  to  extract  the  tumor.  It  must,  indeed,  be  impossible 
for  any  one  to  read  the  particulars  of  operations  such  as  those  of 
Amussat  and  Boyer,  where  the  patient  was  more  than  two  hours 
under  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  ;  or  of  that  of  Maisonneuve,  in 
which  the  hemorrhage  that  immediately  followed  it  was  very 
alarming,  without  feeling  much  hesitation  as  to  the  propriety  of 
exposing  a  person  to  so  great  a  risk  for  advantages  so  uncertain. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  loss  of  blood,  for  that  is  not  in  general  con- 
siderable, nor  the  immediate  effect  of  the  shock,  which  is  most  to 
be  apprehended,  for  no  patient  appears  to  have  died  from  hemor- 
rhage, and  only  two  from  the  direct  shock,  and  one  of  these  patients 
had  already  been  exhausted  by  frequent  operations.  Peritonitis, 
phlebitis,  and  pyaemia,  the  consequences  of  violence  done  to  the 
uterus  of  women  exhausted  by  large  and  frequently  repeated  flood- 
ings,  are  dangers  from  which  but  few  have  altogether  escaped ; 
under  which  I  fear  that  correct  statistics  would  show  that  most 
have  succumbed. 

seems  almost  insurmountable,  while  it  vitiates  all  the  conclusions  which  we  may 
attempt  to  draw  from  the  statistics  of  these  adventurous  operations.  Thus,  in  the 
discussion  that  arose  at  the  Societe  de  Chirurgie,  on  Dec.  5,  1849,  with  reference  to 
M.  Maisonneuve's  third  and  fatal  case,  that  gentleman  himself  mentioned  having 
seen  a  "good  number"  of  unsuccessful  attempts  at  enucleation  of  fibrous  tumors, 
all  of  which  had  a  fatal  issue;  while  M.  Huguier  relates  an  instance  where  death 
took  place  two  days  after  another  unsuccessful  operation  at  which  he  himself  as- 
sisted. Our  tables,  however,  bear  no  record  of  these  failures  and  deaths,  any  more 
than  of  two  other  fatal  cases  of  Dr.  Simpson's,  making  three  deaths  out  of  four 
operations,  which  are  referred  to  by  Dr.  Arneth,  of  Vienna,  in  his  "  Impressi(ms 
of  a  .Journey,"  published  in  the  Wiener  ZeitscJi.rift,  viii,  3,  1852,  and  Schmidt,  vol. 
Ixxv,  p.  323.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Dr.  Simpson's  Obstetric  Memoirs  have  had 
so  little  of  his  supervision  as  to  contain  no  account  of  many  of  those  failures  in  this 
or  in  other  cases,  which  no  skill  can  prevent,  which  are  known  to  have  modified 
his  own  practice,  and  which  might  afibrd  lessons  so  well  worth  learning  to  others. 
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The  amount  of  difficulty  in  the  performance  of  the  operation, 
and  the  degree  of  risk  which  it  will  entail  on  the  patient,  can 
scarcely  be  estimated  beforehand;  and  of  this  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  give  an  apter  illusti^tion  than  is  furnished  by  my  own  unsuc- 
cessful case  of  attempted  enucleation  of  a  fibrous  tumor. 

The  patient  was  thirty-nine  years  old,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren .  The  first  symptom  of  her  disease  had  appeared  a  year  before, 
when  she  had  a  sudden  attack  of  most  profuse  hemorrhage,  which 
returning  thrice  at  intervals  of  a  fortnight,  reduced  her  to  a  state 
of  extreme  exhaustion.  The  enlarged  uterus  was  only  with  diffi- 
culty felt  by  the  hand  over  the  pubes ;  its  enlargement  was  due 
to  the  presence  of  a  tumor  as  large  as  an  orange,  imbedded  in  the 
anterior  uterine  wall,  which  had  distended  the  os  uteri  to  about 
the  size  of  the  top  of  a  wine-glass,  but  did  not  project  beyond  its 
margins,  the  surface  of  the  tumor  being  adherent  to  the  anterior 
uterine  lip.  The  uterine  sound  appeared  to  circumscribe  more  than 
half  of  the  growth.  The  moderate  size  of  the  tumor,  the  open  state 
of  the  OS  uteri,  and  the  circumstance  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
tumor  was  unattached,  seemed  both  to  Mr.  Paget  and  myself  to 
render  the  case  one  in  which,  if  hemorrhage  returned  dangerously, 
enucleation  might  be  attempted.  For  a  few  months  no  consider- 
able bleeding  took  place ;  but  then  the  hemorrhages  returned ; 
and  ten  months  after  the  patient  first  came  under  my  notice,  the 
operation  was  attempted,  the  tumor  apparently  retaining  very 
nearly  its  original  size  and  relations.  A  pair  of  hooks  were  firmly 
fixed  in  the  tumor,  and  by  their  means  the  uterus  was  drawn  down 
near  to  the  vulva.  The  anterior  uterine  lip  was  then  dissected  off* 
from  it,  and  as  far  as  the  finger  could  reach  the  shelling  of  the 
tumor  out  of  its  investing  membrane  was  easily  acc6mplished. 
The  hand  was  partly  introduced  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and 
the  detachment  of  the  tumor  posteriorly  was  accomplished ;  but 
no  effort  succeeded  in  reaching  high  enough  in  front  to  complete 
its  separation.  Attempts  were  made  in  vain  to  separate  the  growth 
by  traction,  or  to  invert  the  uterus  so  as  to  bring  it  within  reach 
of  the  fingier,  but  in  vain  ;  and  the  operation  was  left  incomplete 
after  the  enucleation  of  about  four-fifths  of  tlie  tumor  had  been 
accomplished.  Before  abandoning  the  attempt,  however,  incisions 
were  made  in  various  directions  into  the  substance  of  the  growth, 
in  the  hope  that  its  vitality  might  be  destroyed,  and  that  event- 
ually it  miglit  be  got  rid  of  in  a  state  of  disintegration. 

The  operation  lasted  about  an  hour,  very  little  blood  was  lost 
in  its  performance,  but  the  patient  suffered  much,  and  was  left  in 
a  state  of  great  depression,  which  seemed  to  require  the  liberal 
employment  of  stimulants.  As  this  condition  subsided,  the  com- 
plaints of  abdominal  pain  became  greater,  and  the  tenderness  more 
exf(nisite,  on  which  account  two  dozen  leeches  were  ap]tlied  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  and  mercurials  were  given  which 
produce(l  salivation  in' five  days,  nuirked  relief  of  all  the  sym[)tonis 
taki)ig  place  about  tlie  same  time.     A  profuse,  fetid,  and  very 
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acrid  discharge  came  ou  soon  after  the  operation,  and  continued 
for  more  than  a  month,  causing  tlie  patient  much  distress  by  ex- 
coriating the  yulva  and  nates;  but  though  the  whole  of  the  tumor 
disappeared,  it  was  but  once  that  a  very  small  portion  of  it  was 
discovered  in  the  hiatter  which  flowed  from  the  vagina.  The 
operation  was  performed  on.  December  21st;  by  January  5th  the 
patient  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of  safety;  and  before  the  end  of 
the  month  she  was  able  to  walk  about  the  ward.  On  February 
11th  she  complained  of  some  increase  of  pain  in  the  left  iliac 
region,  which  subsided  on  the  application  of  half  a  dozen  leeches; 
and  which  seemed  the  less  to  call  for  any  serious  anxiety,  since 
the  patient  a  few  days  before  had  menstruated  scantily,  though 
naturally.  In  the  afternoon  of  February  14th,  however,  the 
patient,  who  had  been  up  and  walking  about  in  the  morning, 
was  seized  with  a  violent  rigor  and  a  return  of  pain,  which  once 
more  subsided  completely  ou  the  application  of  a  few  leeches,  and 
the  administration  of  an  opiate.  On  the  20th  she  was  so  well  that 
she  was  about  to  leave  the  hospital  the  next  day;  but  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning  was  attacked  by  violent  shivering,  intense  ab- 
dominal pain,  and  those  indications  of  collapse  which  accompany 
peritonitis  from  intestinal  perforation,  and  died  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

After  death,  all  the  evidences  of  recent  acute  peritonitis  were 
discovered,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  sero-purulent  fluid ; 
which  in  the  pelvic  cavity  was  found  to  consist  almost  entirely  of 
pus.  This  pus  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  cellular  tissue  between 
the  uterus  and  rectum,  though  the  abscess  there  did  not  appear 
to  have  been  large.  The  matter  had  escaped  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  through  several  small  openings  formed  by  sloughing  of  the 
serous  membrane  in  that  situation.  The  uterus  was  healthy ;  the 
upper  part  of  its  cavity  retained  its  ordinary  appearance,  but  a 
little  above  the  os  there  existed  a  cavity  formed  at  the  expense  of 
the  uterine  wall,  which  was  here  less  thick  than  elsewhere.  This 
cavity,  which  w^as  evidently  the  bed  whence  the  tumor  had  been 
removed,  measured  IJ  inch  in  its  lateral  diameter,  half  an  inch 
in  depth,  and  the  same  in  its  antero-posterior  diameter.  It  was 
lined  by  soft,  pale  granulations,  and  no  trace  of  the  tumor  was  to 
be  seen  in  it. 

But  for  the  bursting  of  this  abscess  into  the  peritoneum  this 
case  would  have  been  numbered  among  the  successes.  The  fatal 
accident,  it  is  true,  was  one  of  very  rare  occurrence,  unlikely  to 
happen  again  on  another  occasion,  but  it  is  this  very  liability  to 
rare  accidents  which  foresight  cannot  anticipate  nor  skill  prevent 
that  serves  to  distinguish  these  exceptional  proceedings  from  those 
operations  whose  indications  can  be  clearly  defined  and  their 
dangers  iiccurately  estimated,  and  which  tall  within  the  more 
legitimate  domain  of  surgery. 

It  seems  to  me  worthy  of  consideration  how  far  the  mere  incising 
fibrous  tumors,  so  as  to  destroy,  or,  at  any  rate,  greatly  to  impair 
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their  vitality,  might  be  substituted  for  the  more  hazardous  attempt 
at  their  entire  enucleation.  In  the  case  just  narrated,  this  might 
have  been  done  without  the  infliction  of  any  such  violence  on  the 
uterus  as  was  inseparable  from  the  attempt  at  the  complete  re- 
moval of  the  tumor ;  and  some  instances  have  since  been  recorded, 
in  which  the  gouging  out  a  portion  from  the  centre  of  a  fibrous 
tumor  of  the  uterus  has  proved  successful.'  The  great  hazard 
attending  this,  as  well  as  all  other  operations  on  the  sexual  organs 
of  women,  is  that  of  the  supervention  of  pyaemia;  and  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  previous  exhaustion  of  the  patient  by 
frequent  hemorrhages  renders  her  specially  liable  to  this  acci- 
dent. 

But  while  the  hazard  attendant  on  operations  for  the  euucleation 
of  interstitial  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  when  still  imbedded 
in  the  walls  of  the  organ,  is  so  extreme  as  to  render  them  generally 
inadmissible,  and  to  remove  them  to  that  class  of  exceptional  pro- 
ceedings which  the  special  condition  of  the  patient,  and  the  unusnal 
dexterity  of  the  surgeon  alone  justity,  there  is  a  class  of  cases  in 
which  the  attempt  at  the  removal  of  these  growths  may  be  admis- 
sible. Such  are  those  instances,  some  of  which  are  recorded  by 
Lisfranc,^  where  a  small  tumor  was  imbedded  in  the  substance 
of  the  uterine  lip,  and  its  removal  could  consequently  be  effected 
without  any  violence  to  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  A  case  of  this 
kind  was  recently  under  my  care  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
The  tumor,  which  weighed  2|-  ounces,  and  which  presented  all 
the  ordinary  characters  of  a  fibrous  tumor,  was  imbedded  in  the 
posterior  lip  of  the  uterus  of  a  patient  aged  forty-seven.  An  in- 
cision was  made  by  Mr.  Paget  along  the  whole  posterior  surface 
of  the  uterine  lip,  and  was  carried  forwards  to  the  margin  of  the  os. 
The  growth  was  then  shelled  out  by  the  finger  with  the  greatest 
ease,  except  at  one  small  point  at  its  front  and  upper  part,  where 
it  adhered  firmly  to  the  uterine  tissue,  but  was  detached  by  a  few 
strokes  of  the  bistoury.  ISTo  hemorrhage  of  importance,  nor  any 
bad  symptoms,  followed  the  operation,  and  the  patient  left  the 
hospital  quite  well  in  a  fortnight. 

The  operation,  too,  is  comparatively  free  from  danger  in  those 
cases  where  the  tumor  has  approached  the  pedunculated  form, 
and  has  consequently  been  easily  reached  through  the  widely  open 
or  easily  divided  os  uteri,  or  perhaps  has  admitted  of  still  readier 
removal,  owing  to  its  having  passed  beyond  the  orifice  of  the 
womb,  and  come  to  lie  almost  completely  within  the  vagina.  The 
operation  here  would  seciU  to  stand  on  much  the  same  footing 
with  operations  on  pedunculated  tumors  or  polypi ;  and  the  de- 
tails of  cases  such  as  those  of  Dr.  Pancoast  •''  Mr.  Tealc ,'  13r.  Gil- 


'  Baker  Brown,  Ohf.fet.  TravMu-L,  \(il.  iii.  p.  (i7. 

*  Cllnique  (Jhli-un/icn/e,  &c.,  vol.  ii,  pp.  17-,  il'i,  178,  171). 
8  Jiostun  Med.  jdiirnal,  Oct.  0,  184J. 

*  Med.  Times,  Aug.  20,  1853;  and  Ibid.  March  22,  1850. 
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bert/  and  M.  Langeiibeck.^  appear  to  bear  out  the  correctness  of 
a  supposition  which  has  all  theoretical  probabilities  in  its  favor. 
Absolute  safety,  however,  cannot  be  claimed  even  for  this  simple 
operation.  I  performed  it  once  on  a  patient  who  had  long  suffered 
from  a  iibrous  tumor,  which,  growing  somewhat  in  a  polypoid  form, 
had  on  three  previous  occasions  been  partially  removed.  At  length 
spontaneous  inversion  of  the  uterus  took  place,  and  the  tumor 
with  the  iuA^erted  womb  was  now  easily  drawn  b}^  a  pair  of  mid- 
wifery forceps  beyond  the  vulva.  The  mass,  weighing  six  ounces, 
was  readily  shelled  out  of  the  uterine  tissue  by  the  hand,  and 
scarceW  any  blood  was  lost  hi  accomplishing  this;  the  inverted 
womb  being  afterwards  readily  replaced.  Seventeen  days  after- 
wards the  patient  died  of  pyaemia ;  a  large  coagulum,  in  which 
pus- cells  were  abundantly  present,  filled  the  inferior  vena  cava, 
and  there  were  purulent  deposits  in  the  lungs,  spleen,  and  left 
kidney,  though  the  large  uterus,  its  appendages,  and  its  veins, 
were  perfectly  healthy. 

There  is  still  one  resource  left  us  in  cases  where  the  hemorrhage 
produced  by  a  fibrous  tumor  is  very  formidable  and  uncontrol- 
lable, while  the  patient's  condition  forbids  the  adoption  of  any 
grave  surgical  proceeding.  This  consists  in  making  free  incisions 
into  the  os  uteri,  and  great  diminution  of  the  bleeding  seems  al- 
most always  to  have  resulted  from  it,^  though  I  confess  that  I  do 
not  understand  the  mode  in  which  this  eifect  is  to  be  explained. 
I  once  had  recourse  to  it  with  partial  success ;  but  the  patient, 
already  much  exhausted,  sank  a  few  weeks  after  under  the  slight 

^  Boston  Med.  Journal,  vol.  xxxi,  p.  350.  For  this  last  reference,  and  also  for 
calling  my  attention  to  Dr.  Atlee's  cases,  I  am  indebted  to  some  very  interesting 
papers  by  Hutchinson,  in  the  Medical  Ti?nes,  July  25  to  August  15,  1857.  Four 
of  the  cases,  however,  which  he  includes  in  his  table  being  those  of  operations  on 
two  patients  with  recurrent  fibroid  tumor  of  the  uterus,  appeared  to  me  to  be  out 
of  place  there,  and  for  the  reason as.signed  in  the  text;  the  seven  cases  just  referred 
to  seemed  to  require  to  be  ranged  in  a  different  category  from  that  to  which 
operations  on  interstitial  fibrous  tumors  belong.  This  division  appears  to  me  to 
convey  a  juster  impression  of  the  sources  of  danger  from  the  operation  than  one 
based  on  the  mode  of  its  performance.  In  many,  enucleation  by  the  induction  of 
gangrene  was  attempted,  only  because  primary  enucleation  had  been  attempted 
and  failed.  The  very  uncertainty  in  cases  of  interstitial  fibrous  tumor  as  to  which 
operation  will  be  practicable,  or  whether  both  may  not  alike  prove  impossible, 
constitutes  to  my  mind  the  great  objection  to  these  proceedings.  The  real  question 
is  obscured,  if  stated  so  as  to  seem  one  concerning  the  comparative  merits  of  two 
kinds  of  operations. 

^  Deutsche  Klinik,  1859,  p.  1.  Three  cases  are  related,  one  of  which  does  not 
belong  here,  since  the  operation  was  performed  as  a  matter  of  necessity  duj'ing 
labor,  when  the  patient  was  already  much  exhausted,  and  death  was  attributable 
to  the  delay  rather  than  to  the  operation.  The  other  two  cases,  which  had  a  suc- 
cessful issue,  illustrate  the  indications  for  the  performance  of  the  operation,  which 
M.  Langenbeck  defines  as  being  "The  youth  of  the  patient,  the  dangerous  nature 
of  the  hemorrhage,  and  the  seat  of  the  tunaor  in  the  substance  of  either  lip  or  of 
either  wall  of  the  cervix  uteri,  so  that  it  can  be  reached  by  the  knife,  without 
forcibly  drawing  down  the  womb."  Two  other  additional  cases  by  M.  Santesson 
and  M.  .Janger,  both  of  which  had  a  favorable  issue,  are  related  in  Schmidt's  Jahr- 
biicher,  1858,  vol.  100,  p.  41. 

^  See  some  cases  recorded  by  Dr.  McClintock,  op.  cit.,  p.  147. 
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hemorrliage  which  still  continued,  and  symptoms  of  pyf^mia  for  a 
few  days  preceded  her  death. 

In  conclusion,  and  before  taking  leave  of  the  subject  of  fibrous 
tumors,  a  few  remarks  must  be  made  on  the  management  of 
cases  in  which  they  occur  as  complications  of  pregnancy  or  labor. 
It  happens  occasional!}^,  as  in  a  case  which  some  3'ears  since  came 
under  my  own  observation,  that  the  pelvic  cavity  is  found  at  the 
commencement  of  labor  occupied  by  a  large  and  firm  tumor,  the 
existence  of  which  had  not  been  betrayed  previously  by  any  symp- 
toms whatever  of  uterine  disease.  In  some  of  these  cases  the 
Cgesarean  section  has  been  performed,  but  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  any  instance  where  a  favorable  result  has  followed  the 
operation  when  rendered  necessary  by  uterine  tumor.  The 
presence  of  the  growth  both  interferes  with  the  clue  contraction  of 
the  womb,  and  thus  exposes  the  patient  to  great  risk  of  hemor- 
rhage, and  also,  if  this  danger  be  surmounted,  seems  to  insure  the 
supervention  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  peritoneum  of  a 
kind  so  perilous,  that  in  every  recorded  instance  it  has  hitherto 
proved  fatal.  Unfortunately  the  cases  are  but  very  few  in  which 
extirpation  of  the  tumor  is  possible,  for,  in  comparison  with  any 
operation  by  which  the  peritoneal  cavity  is  laid  open,  that  would 
seem  to  be  far  less  hazardous.  The  successful  removal  of  polypi 
during  labor,  and  the  extirpation  of  large  fibrous  tumors  of  the 
pelvic  walls/  encourage  to  such  a  proceeding;  but  the  only  in- 
stances with  which  I  am  acquainted  of  the  actual  enucleation  of  a 
fibrous  tumor  from  the  uterus  itself  during  labor,  are  related  by 
M.  Danyau,^  M.  Langenbeck,^  and  Dr.  Keating.*  M.  Danyau's 
patient  was  thirty  years  old,  had  given  birth  to  three  children,  after 
easy  labors,  and  had  reached  the  end  of  her  fourth  pregnancy, 
though  slight  hemorrhage  had  been  going  on  for  three  weeks. 
Foi"ty  hours  after  the  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii,  a  foot  of  the 
child  was  felt  presenting,  while  the  pelvic  cavity  was  almost  com- 
pletely filled  b}^  a  tumor  which  seemed  to  be  formed  by  the 
thickened  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus,  and  which  did  not  leave  a 
space  of  above  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
between  itself  and  the  symphysis  pubis.  The  child  having  been 
ascertained  to  be  dead,  and  no  question  therefore  arising  as  to  the 
performance  of  the  C?esarean  section,  M.  Danyau,  having  consulted 

1  As  in  the  romnrkublo  case  rclatctl  liy  the  late  Professor  Burns  of  Glasgow,  in 
his  M'ulioifery,  oii^htli  edition,  8vo.,  London,  18:^2,  p.  3.3. 

2  Gaz.  (les  JJojntaux,  No.  xlii,  1851  ;  imd  Schmidt's  Jahrbiichcr,  vol.  Ixxi,  August, 
1801,  p.  100. 

3  Ltxi.  clt.,  p.  ?>. 

*  Anirricnn  Jfntrvnl  of  Med.  Sciences,  May,  1858;  and  Sehniidt,  vol.  100,  p.  40. 
I  purposed}'  do  not  tjo  into  the  consideration  of  tliose  cases,  of  which  sm'eral  are  on 
rocoi'd,  with  varyinfj  results,  of  the  extirpation  of  polypi  or  of  non-pediculated 
tumors  soon  after  ddivci'y,  for  1  have  no  ])rrs(inal  ('.\pcriene(^  on  the  subject.  j\[y 
leaning,  howi-vcr,  would  l)e  to  non-interfen-nce  with  thcin  in  the  puer])eral  state, 
unli^HS  symptoms  urgeiitly  called  foi-  an  oppo>iite  course,  sinci!  T  sjiould  fear  that 
the  gn-iiler  facility  of  tiieir  removal  would  be  more  than  outweighed  by  thegrealer 
risk  of  j)urulent  ali>ni'ption  afterwards. 
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■with  Professor  Dubois,  carried  a  bistoury  on  two  fingers  of  his  left 
hand  through  the  os  uteri,  which  was  open  to  the  size  of  the  top 
of  a  small  wine-glass,  made  a  longitudinal  incision  through  the 
anterior  and  upper  part  of  the  tumor,  and  then  succeeded  with 
two  fingers  of  the  right  hand  in  shelling  it  out  of  the  uterus,  and 
removing  it  from  the  pelvis.  The  tumor  weighed  twenty  ounces 
seven  drachms ;  its  longest  diameter  was  five  inches  and  three- 
quarters  ;  its  shape  conical,  with  the  apex  downwards.  The  ex- 
traction of  the  child  was  easily  accomplished  after  the  removal 
of  the  tumor,  and  the  patient  recovered  without  any  bad  symp- 
toms, though  a  considerable  quantity  of  venous  blood  escaped  at 
the  commencement  of  the  operation,  when  the  tumor  was  first  cut 
into.  The  patients  of  M.  Langenbeck  and  of  Dr.  Keating  were 
less  fortunate.  The  former,  exhausted  by  the  previous  long  dura- 
tion of  labor  pains,  died  within  twenty-four  hours,  while  the  latter 
was  attacked  by  puerperal  phlebitis,  which '  proved  fatal  on  the 
eighth  day. 

In  all  cases,  however,  where  it  is  practicable,  operations  on  the 
parturient  uterus  are  to  be  avoided,  and  the  first  thing  to  ascertain 
with  reference  to  any  tumor  is  whether  it  admits  of  being  moved 
out  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  since,  if  that  can  be  done,  it  is  obviously 
attended  with  the  least  possible  hazard.  In  my  own  case  it  was 
readily  accomplished ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the 
same  '^proceeding  would  have  been  successful  in  the  case  well 
described  and  delineated  by  Dr.  Etlinger,^  in  which  Professor 
Kilian  of  Bonn  performed  the  Csesarean  section  on  a  patient  whose 
pelvis  was  occupied  by  a  fibrous  tumor  that  grew  by  a  rather 
broad  peduncle  from  the  posterior  surface  of  the  womb.  This 
person  died  forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation,  from  the  eftects 
of  the  hemorrhage  which  attended  it.  My  patient  survived  till 
the  sixth  day,  and  I  cannot  but  attribute  her  death  to  an  attempt 
which  was  made  (injudiciously  on  my  part)  to  puncture  the  tumor 
before  trying  to  carry  it  above  the  pelvic  brim.  There  was  no 
general  peritonitis,  but  the  wound  in  the  tumor  was  gaping  widely  • 
the  tissue  about  it  was  of  a  black  color,  and  discoloration  exten- 
ded thence  inwards  towards  the  centre  of  the  tumor.  The  dark 
portion  of  the  tumor  was  softened,  but  the  rest  of  it  was  of  a  vivid 
red  color,  and  neither  it  nor  the  other  tumor,  which  was  about 
the  same  size,  namely,  that  of  the  head  of  a  foetus  at  seven  months, 
presented  any  trace  of  that  general  softening  and  disintegration 
which  have  been  alleged  to  occur  in  these  growths  after  delivery. 
The  intestines  in  the  left  iliac  fossa  were  matted  together  by  recent 
lymph,  and  about  four  inches  of  them,  just  where  they  lay  in  con- 
tact with  the  punctured  tumor,  was  much  congested,  quite  rotten, 
and  their  posterior  part  was  converted  into  a  large  greenish-black 
slough.  This  slough  corresponded  to  a  large  slough  on  the  outer 
and  "upper  part  of  the  punctured  tumor.     The  other  tumor  was 

1  Etlinger,  Observationes  'Obstetricice,  4to.,  Bonnse,  1854,  see  pp.  50-53,  and  plates 
i  and  ii. 
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of  a  rose  tint ;  the  uterus,  wliicli  presented  some  half-dozen  small 
tumors  about  the  size  of  peas  on  its  surface,  was,  in  other  respects, 
perfectly  healthy.  It  seemed,  in  short,  as  if  the  puncture  of  the 
tumor  had  been  the  point  of  departure  whence  all  the  subsequent 
mischief  proceeded.' 

In  all  instances,  then,  the  endeavor  to  carry  the  tumor  out  of 
reach  should  precede  any  attempt  at  reducing  its  bulk  by  puncture. 
In  the  event,  however,  of  the  former  failing,  the  apparent  solidity 
of  the  growth  must  not  be  taken  as  warrant  sufficient  for  dispens- 
ing with  the  trocar,  for  a  cyst,  if  very  tense,  either  from  the  ac- 
cumulation of  fluid  within,  or  from  any  very  great  pressure  upon 
it  from  without,  will  often  yield,  even  to  the  well-practised  finger, 
scarcely  any  sensation  by  which  the  nature  of  its  contents  can  be 
suspected 

Lastly,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  in  almost  all  of  these  cases 
it  will  be  preferable  to  turn  the  child  rather  than  to  make  any  at- 
tempt at  extracting  it  with  the  forceps ;  and  even  if  the  want  of 
space  be  very  great  indeed,  craniotomy,  followed  b}^  turning  (and 
little  though  it  may  be  used  in  this  country,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding  the  use  of  the  cephalotribe  to  break  up  the  base  of  the 
skull),  will,  I  doubt  not,  enable  us  to  carry  to  a  safe  conclusion  a 
case  which  at  first  appeared  to  offer  no  alternative  but  the  per- 
formance of  the  Ctesarean  section. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Lecture,  I  stated  my  dissent  from  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  constant,  or  at  least  a  general  tendency  on 
the  part  of  these  tumors  to  pass  into  a  state  of  softening,  or  disin- 
tegration during  pregnancy.  I  do  not  therefore  conceive  that  the 
induction  of  premature  labor,  and  still  more  of  abortion,  simply 
because  a  fibrous  tumor  is  connected  with  the  uterus,  is  either 
necessary  or  justifiable.  The  presence  of  a  fibrous  tumor  so  en- 
croaching on  the  pelvic  cavity  as  to  render  labor  difficult  or  dan- 
gerous, is  of  course  an  indication  for  the  operation  ;  so  also  may 
perhaps  be  the  experience  of  a  previous  delivery  which  had  been 
followed  by  symptoms  of  uterine  inflammation.  The  mischief, 
■  however,  dates,  I  believe,  in  all  instances,  not  from  any  particular 
epoch  of  pregnancy,  but  from  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum  when- 
ever that  occurs ;  and  the  greater  hazard  attendant  upon  labors 
at  the  full  period,  is  due  to  the  greater  violence  undergone  by 
the  uterus  and  the  tumor  during  the  passage  of  the  foetus  in  ad- 
vanced than  in  early  pregnancy.  Each  case,  then,  must  be  con- 
sidered aii<l  treated  on  its  own  merits  ;  the  mere  fact  of  a  pregnant 
woman  haviiig  a  libi'ons  tumor  of  her  uterus,  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  sullicient  indication  for  the  induction  of  abortion  or  of  premature 
labor. 

J  A  second  cnse,  almost  iili>iilic;il  in  its  fentiircs  wiili  llir  rnrr^oini^^  mid,  like  it, 
having  a  fatal  termination,  ciiuc  imdci'  my  nolico  in  iSd-,  anil  ini!!  been  reported 
by  Dr.  JVIadge,  in  the  Ibiirtli  volume  ol'  tlie  Obsleirical  Trutisoctioiis. 
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LECTURE    XVIII. 

'UTERINE  TUMOES  AND  OUTGROWTHS. 

Fibrous  Polypi  ;  their  structure,  vascular  supply,  and  source  of  hemorrhage 
which  attends  them.  Their  symptoms.  Operations  for  their  removal ;  com- 
parative merits  of  ligature  and  excision.  Management  of  labor  complicated 
■with  polypus. 

EEcrKRENT  Fibroid  Tumors  of  Uterus.     Their  rarity  ;  illustrative  cases. 

Fatty  Tumors  or  Uterus. 

Tubercular  Degeneration  of  Uterus.  Its  characters,  seat  of  the  disease,  and 
connection  with  general  tuberculosis. 

It  still  remains  for  us  to  consider  that  variety  of  uterine  fibrous 
tumor  which  grows  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  womb,  or  which 
less  frequently  springing  from  either  lip,  hangs  down  by  a  stalk 
or  pedicle  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  into  the  canal  of  the 
vagina.  The  impropriety  of  the  term  Polyjym,  as  applied  to  these 
solid  growths,  need  not  occupy  us  now;  it  is  sufficient  that  it  has 
been  universally  adopted,  and  is  so  well  understood,  that  no  one 
will  be  misled  by  the  incorrect  terminology. 

In  general  structure  these  tumors  are  almost  identical  with 
those  we  have  hitherto  been  studying ;  the  only  important  diiFer- 
ence,  perhaps,  being,  that  whereas  the  growth  in  all  the  former 
cases  was  distinct  from  the  uterine  tissue,  even  though  imbedded 
in  it,  or  projecting  from  it,  some  polypi  are  positive  outgrowths  of 
uterine  tissue,  their  texture  and  that  of  the  womb  itself  being 
inextricably  interwoven.^  Even  in  these  instances,  however,  the 
substance  of  the  growth  is  usually  firmer,  denser,  and  less  vascular 
than  that  of  the  adjacent  uterine  wall ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
the  pediculated  fibrous  tumor  is  generally,  when  growing  from 
the  interior  of  the  womb,  more  succulent  and  better  supplied 
with  blood  than  similar  tumors  whose  position  and  relations  are, 
difl:'erent.  The  pedicle  of  these  tumors  is  composed  of  uterine  sub- 
stance mingled  with  more  or  less  dense  cellular  tissue,  and  though 
generally  single,  is  sometimes  formed  by  the  coalescence  of  two 
or  three  bandies  of  fibres  springing  from  different,  though  nearly 
adjacent,  parts  of  the  womb.  A  layer  of  uterine  substance  is  con- 
tinued from  the  pedicle  for  a  varying  distance  along  the  tumor, 
sometimes  investing  it  completely,  at  other  times  only  in  part,  as 
the  cup  surrounds  the  acorn,  or  the  calyx  the  petals  of  a  flower. 
Besides  this,  the  polypus  is  always  covered  by  the  raucous  mem- 
brane of  the  uterus,  which  becomes  firmer  and  denser  than  natural, 
both  it  and  also  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  womb  itself  undergo- 
ing development  somewhat  in  proportion  to  that,  of  the  tumor. 
The  tumor  can  often  be  shelled  out  of  its  coverings  just  in  the 

1  As  in  a  preparation  in  the  Museum  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  sketched 
and  referred  to  by  Paget,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  131,  fig.  11. 
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same  manner  as  an  ordinary  fibrous  tumor  may  be  enucleated  from 
its  investment  of  dense  cellular  tissue  ;  but  this  is  not  invariably 
the  case,  and  the  connection  between  the  substance  of  the  polypus 
and  the  membrane  that  surrounds  it  is  now  and  then  very  intimate. 
The  vascular  supply,  as  alread}'  stated,  is  more  abundant  than  that 
of  other  fibrous  tumors,  though  it  may  generall}'  be  observed  that 
neither  the  arterial  trunks  entering  the  tumor  nor  the  veins  leav- 
ing it  are  proportionate  in  size  to  what  might  be  anticipated  from 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  its  substance.  Some  part  of  its  supply 
of  blood  also  comes  to  the  polypus  through  the  mucous  membrane 
by  which  it  is  invested,  though  even  in  this  no  considerable  ves- 
sels are  in  general  perceptible.  This  comparatively  small  apparent 
supply  of  blood  to  these  tumors,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  they 
always  give  rise  to  very  profuse  hemorrhage,  while  such  hemor- 
rhage is  always  arrested  by  a  ligature  applied  round  their  pedicle, 
have  contributed  to  form  a  problem  in  uterine  pathology,  which, 
till  wdthin  a  recent  date,  received  very  conflicting  and  very  un- 
satisfactory solutions. .  The  profuse  bleeding  which  is  excited 
alike  by  non-pediculated  fibrous  tumore,  and  also  by  the  very 
minute  vascular  polypi  of  the  organ,  seems  to  show  that  it  is 
rather  from  the  irritated  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  than 
from  the  surface  of  the  tumor  itself  that  the  bleeding  flows.  The 
same  fact,  too,  is  further  illustrated  by  facts  such  as  the  following  : 
A  woman,  aged  forty^-six,  was  aduntted  under  my  care  into  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital.  She  was  a  single  w^oman,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a  sense  of  weight  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
since  the  cessation  of  her  menses  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  had  had 
good  health  till  three  weeks  before  she  came  under  my  notice. 
She  w^as  then  suddenly  attacked  by  profuse  hemorrhage,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  tumor  had  ]3artially  forced  its  way  through  her 
vulva.  The  loss  of  blood  had  continued  more  or  less  since,  and 
the  patient,  at  her  admission,  seemed  very  much  exhausted  by  it. 
This  tumor,  which  at  its  lower  part  was  already  in  a  state  of  super- 
ficial slough,  was  a  fibrous  tumor  which  measured  seven  inches 
*in  length  by  four  in  diameter  at  its  widest  part,  and  weighed  one 
pound  one  ounce  and  a  half.  It  was  connected  by  a  svnall  and 
short  pedicle  with  the  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus ;  an  arterial 
trunk  aboat  the  size  of  one  of  the  digital  arteries  seemed  to  be  the 
source  whence  its  supply  of  blood  was  derived ;  though  it  \>re- 
sented  an  unusual  degree  of  vascularity,  and  its  lower  })urt,  which 
had  projected  beyond  the  vidva,  and  had  been  subjected  to  pres- 
sure, was  so  intensely  congested  as  to  have  an  almost  apoplectic 
ap[)earance.  j^[ow  this  large  and  vascular  growth  had  gone  on, 
doubtless  for  years,  increasing  in  size,  and  yet  producing  no  symp- 
toms, giving  rise  to  no  heniorrluigc,  until  having  partially  esca])ed 
beyohd  the  vulva,  it  began  to  drag  upon  the  womb, to  pull  it  down- 
wards, and  to  irritate  it,  and  then  all  at  once,  from  the  womb  itself, 
foi-  tliere  was  no  aiipoarance  ol'  bleeding  from  any  part  of  the  sur- 
face of  tlie  tumor,  sudden  and  most  formidable  liemorrhage  broke 
forth.     The  suspension  of  bleeding  l)y  the  application  of  a  ligature 
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around  tlie  pedicle  of  a  polypus  does  not  of  necessity  imply  that 
the  source  whence  the  hemorrhage  proceeded  is  thus  mechanically 
shut  off,  but  is  also  intelligible  on  the  supposition  that  the  ligature 
interrupts  the  vital  relations  between  the  tumor  and  the  womb, 
and  thus  renders  the  polypus  a  far  less  powerful  excitant  of  the 
uterine  mucous  membrane  than  it  was  before,  No  stronger  proof 
can  be  afforded  of  the  difference  between  a  vital  and  a  mere 
mechanical  stimulant  of  the  uterus  than  is  given  by  the  compara- 
tive impunity  with  which,  in  many  instances,  the  metallic  stem 
of  the  uterine  supporter  is  borne  within  the  cavity  of  the  womb, 
as  contrasted  with  the  almost  irrestrainable  hemorrhages  that  are 
often  excited  by  even  the  smallest  vascular  polypi. 

Fibrous  polypi  are  susceptible  of  the  same  kinds  of  changes  as 
may  take  place  in  fibrous  tumors  elsewhere  situated.  I  am  not 
aware,  however,  of  their  undergoing  that  atrophy  which  occa- 
sionally occurs  in  other  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  while  cal- 
careous deposits  in  their  substance  are  excessively  rare.  On  the 
other  hand,  both  oedema  of  their  substance,  and  the  extravasation 
of  blood  into  their  tissue,  are  far  from  being  of  unusual  occurrence ; 
and  when  they  have  passed  through  the  os  uteri  into  the  vagina,  the 
membrane  covering  their  lower  surface  not  infrequently  becomes 
ulcerated,  or  passes  even  into  a  sloughing  condition,  which  may 
extend  to  the  adjacent  substance  of  the  growth.  They  do  not, 
however,  so  far  as  I  know,  ever  shell  out  completely  from  their 
investment  as  some  other  fibrous  tumors  now  and  then  do;  and 
when  spontaneously  detached  and  expelled,  their  natural  cure  is 
brought  about  by  their  pedicle  giving  way. 

Formed,  as  these  polypi  usually  are,  within  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  their  influence  upon  that  organ  seems  to  depend  somewhat 
on  the  situation  whence  they  spring.  Thus  if  it  arise  low  down 
in  the  cervical  canal,  the  tumor  soon  grows  beyond  these  limits, 
and  hanging  down  into  the  vagina,  may  acquire  a  considerable 
size  without  exerting  much  influence  on  the  womb  itself,  neither 
disturbing  its  functions  nor  producing  any  considerable  hyper- 
trophy of  its  tissue.  On  the  other  hand,  those  polypi  which  are' 
developed  from  some  point  high  up  in  the  womb,  naturally  remain 
within  its  cavity  till  they  have  acquired  a  considerable  size,  and 
thus  give  rise  to  enlargement  of  the  organ,  and  to  thickening  of  its 
walls.  There  seem,  however,  to  be  considerable  diversities  between 
the  relations  which  the  polypus  continues  to  bear  in  different  cases 
to  the  organs  within  which  it  is  developed.  In  the  great  majority 
of  instances,  before  it  has  acquired  the  size  of  a  small  apple,  the 
OS  uteri,  against  which  the  lower  part  of  the  polypus  lies,  gradually 
dilates  to  allow  its  passage,  and  the  growth  is  then  found  hanging 
down  into  the  vagina,  its  pedicle  embraced,  though  but  seldom 
tightly  constringed,  by  the  orifice  of  the  wonab.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, I  know  not  why,  this  process  is  effected  much  less  quickly; 
the  margins  of  the  os  uteri  do  not  yield  so  as  to  allow  of  the  easy 
exit  of  the  polypus,  but  violent  uterine  action  is  set  up,  and  under 
efforts  like  those  of  labor,  and  which  recur  in  paroxysms,  and 
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then  subside,  and  again  recur  after  a  lapse,  perhaps,  of  many 
days,  the  polypus  is  literally  born.  It  is  usually  under  these  vio- 
lent throes  that  the  womb,  as  was  explained  in  a  former  Lecture,^ 
sometimes  becomes  literally  inverted,  or  turned  inside  out ;  an 
accident  which  is  brought  about  less  by  the  mere  mechanical  action 
of  the  weight  of  the  tumor  than  by  the  efforts  which  it  excites  in 
the  muscular  tissue  of  the  womb. 

When  once  in  the  vagina,  the  growth  of  the  polyj)us  still  goes 
on;  and  probably  even  more  rapidly  than  before,  since  it  is  no 
longer  subjected  to  the  same  degree  of  pressure  as  while  it  was 
within  the  uterus.  For  the  most  part,  however,  the  symptoms  to 
which  it  has  given  rise  have  been  so  serious  as  to  lead  to  its  early 
detection,  and  it  is  removed  before  it  has  acquired  any  ver^"  for- 
m.idable  dimensions.^  If  it  be  allowed  to  sojourn  for  any  time  in 
the  vagina,  that  part  of  the  tumor  to  which  the  air  has  access 
seldom  fails  to  become  ulcerated,  while  it  is  further  by  no  means 
unusual  for  the  adjacent  surface  of  the  vagina  to  become  likewise 
inflamed  and  ulcerated,  and  for  adhesion  then  to  take  place  between 
the  two.  A  similar  occurrence  happens  occasionally,  though  much 
less  often,  between  the  tumor  and  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
uterus  itself;  and  either  of  these  accidents  may  make  the  diagnosis 
obscure,  and  must  render  all  forms  of  operative' interference  un- 
usually difficult. 

The  two  grand  symptoms  of  polypus  uteri  are  hemorrhage  and 
leucorrhcea,  symptoms  which  go  on  increasing  in  severity  and 
continuance  until,  if  their  cause  be  undiscovered  or  unremoved, 
they  will  at  length  exhaust  and  destroy  the  patient.  At  first  the 
seasons  of  menstruation  are  those  when  the  hemorrhage  takes 
place,  the  periods  lasting  longer,  returning  sooner,  and  being  ac- 
companied with  a  more  profuse  loss  than  was  their  wont,  while 
abundant  leucorrhcea  persists  in  their  intervals.  Then  the  periodi- 
city of  the  hemorrhage  ceases,  for  its  presence  becomes  general,  or 
constant,  and  it  is  at  length  found  impossible  to  keepany  account 
of  when  menstruation  last  took  place,  or  when  it  may  next  be  ex- 
pected. 

A  constant  sense  of  bearing  down  may  be  expcrien.ced,  or  some 
mechanical  inconvenience  or  other,  from  the  pressure  of  the  poly- 
pus, if  large,  upon  adjacent  parts;  or  expulsive  efforts  may  some- 
times occur;  but  they  are  by  no  means  constant;  and  the  last- 
mentioned  symptom  in  particular  is  met  with  only  in  a  small 
minority  of  cases.  It  has  been  said  that  the  escape  of  coagula  of 
an  annular  shape,  due  to  their  being  formed  around  the  pedicle  of 
the  polypus,  is  characteristic  of  this  affection.  This,  however,  is 
one  of  those  plausibilities  which  savor  more  of  the  study  than  of 

1  Sf!0  Lectiiro  XI 11,  (ui  1  n  version  of  the  I'^tcnis,  j).  1H7. 

*  I  Imvo  alrciidy  iiiciilioiicd  oiui  ciise  wlicrc  tlic  jtolypiis  W(Mj;-lu'd  1  lb.  lioz.  An 
instaiicc  i.s  ri'hili'd  l)y  Jlcyf'i'ldcr,  StuiUcn  hn  Gchictc  drr  nc.ihciatiCKsrhnfi,  8vo, 
Stuttpirt,  1H:!H,  vol,  i,  p.  2(i!),  of  a  polyjuis  which  wcij^hi-d  1  lb.  3  oz.  7  dr.  ;  and 
ruiiiicrous  rcfcri-Mccs  are  givon  by  Moissnor,  op.  cil.,  vol.  i,  p.  .838,  to  cases  of  polypi 
of  enormous  dimonsions.  • 
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the  bedside,  and  experience  does  not  confirm  the  statement.  The 
only  rule,  indeed,  \Yhich  I  can  give  you  as  to  the  diagnosis  of 
polypi  is,  that  whenever  hemorrhage,  having  taken  place  cause- 
lessly at  one  menstrual  period,  recurs  equally  without  cause  at  the 
succeeding  one,  you  should  on  no  account  omit  making  a  vaginal 
examination.  The  tumor  projecting  through  the  os  uteri,  encir- 
cled by  its  lips,  and  passing  up  into  its  cavity,  perhaps  beyond  the 
point  to  wliich  your  finger  can  reach,  can  scarcely  be  mistaken  for 
anj^thing  else,  except,  perhaps,  for  the  inverted  uterus,  the  distinc- 
tive characters  of  which  I  have  already  endeavored  to  point  out.^ 
Neither,  indeed,  can  the  nature  of  those  polypoid  growths  which 
proceed  from  one  or  other  lip  of  the  uterus  be  doubtful,  since 
the  OS  uteri  will  be  perceptible  either  in  front  of  the  growth  or 
behind  it. 

In  cases  where  the  polypus  has  not  yet  passed  through  the  os 
uteri,  the  diagnosis  may  be  very  difi&cult,  for  hemorrhage  and 
leucorrhceal  discharge  are  common  to  many  uterine  ailments,  while 
the  growth  itself  may  not  be  sufiiciently  large  to  produce  any 
marked  increase  in  the  size  of  the  womb,  still  less  to  expand  its 
lower  segment.  In  doubtful  cases  the  uterine  sound  is  often  of 
much  service,  since  as,  by  means  of  it,  we  ascertain  either  that  the 
uterine  cavity  exceeds  its  natural  dimensions,  oris  limited  to  them, 
so  the  presumption  in  favor  of  the  presence  of  some  tumor  in 
the  womb  is  either  greatly  strengthened,  or  altogether  refuted. 
Sometimes,  however,  the  introduction  of  the  sound  is  very  difiicult, 
or,  from  its  extremity  impinging  on  the  body  of  the  tumor,  is 
altogether  impossible ;  while  even  at  the  best,  though  the  sound 
may  raise  our  presumption  of  the  existence  of  a  polypus  almost  to 
a  certainty,  we  are  not  thereby  at  all  assisted  towards  its  removal. 
The  ingenuity  of  Professor  Simpson,^  however,  has  furnished  us, 
in  the  sponge  tent,  with  a  means  by  which  we  can  readily  dilate 
the  OS  uteri  sufiiciently  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the 
interior  of  the  womb,  and  to  perform  any  operation  which  the 
tumor  may  call  for,  almost  as  easily  as  if  it  had  already  descended 
into  the  vagina. 

This  brings  me,  in  conclusion,  to  consider  the  best  means  of 
removing  these  fibrous  polypi  of  the  uterus,  for  I  will  not  waste 
your  time  in  repeating  again  all  the  measures  by  which  you  must 
try  for  the  moment  to  stanch  the  profuse  hemorrhage  to.  which 
these  growths  sometimes  give  rise.  [N'ow  there  are  two  diiferent 
proceedings,  each  of  which  has  been  strenuously  advocated  by 
some  persons,  and  equally  strongly  reprobated  by  others.^  One  of 
these  consists  in  strangulating  the  growth  by  means  of  a  ligature, 
the  other  in  its  excision  with  the  scissors  or  some  other  cutting 
instrument.     The  apprehension  of  dangerous  bleeding  from  the 

1  See  p.  199. 

2  On  the  Deteciion,  ^c,  of  Intra-uterine  Polypiy\n  Ed.  MontMy  Journal,  Jan.  1850, 
and  Obstetric  Memoirs,  vol.  i,  p.  122. 

3  See  a  paper  by  Dr.  Simpson,  Obstetric.  Memoirs,  vol.  i,  p.  150,  strongly  con- 
demnatory of  the  use  of  the  ligature. 
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removal  of  polypi,  to  which  mistaken  anatomical  views  in  a 
measure  contributed,  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  ligature  in  the  first 
instance ;  but  its  use  has  now,  with  propriety,  been  almost  uni- 
versally abandoned.  The  reasons  for  the  discontinuance  of  its 
employment  are,  that  the  application  of  the  ligature  is  almost 
always  tedious,  often  difiicult;  that  while  in  the  case  of  the  smaller 
poh'pi  and  of  those  with  thin  pedicles,  its  emplojmient  is  super- 
fluous, its  action  when  the  pedicle  is  thick  is  both  slow  and  uncer- 
tain, and  it  of  necessity  condemns  the  patient  for  days  to  all  the 
discomforts  arising  from  the  deca}'  of  the  strangulated  tumor. 
But  further,  the  operation  is  attended  not  merely  by  discomfort, 
but  also  by  positive  danger,  partly  from  the  tissue  of  the  uterus 
itself  being  almost  unavoidably  included  in  the  ligature,  partly 
from  the  risk  of  phlebitis  being  set  up  by  the  absorption  of  the 
putrid  debris  of  the  decaying  polypus.  That  these  dangers,  too, 
are  far  from  being  imaginary,  you  may  satisfy-  yourselves  by  visit- 
ing any  of  the  anatomical  museums  of  this  metropolis,  all  of 
which  I  think  you  will  find  contain  specimens  of  polypi  partially 
detached,  or  of  uteri  from  which  the  growth  had  been  quite  sepa- 
rated by  ligature,  but  in  which  the  supervention  of  inflammation 
had  destroyed  the  patient. 

The  reason  alleged  for  the  preference  of  the  ligature  to  the 
excision  of  polypi  is  the  risk  of  hemorrhage  attending  the  latter 
operation.  My  own  experience  of  twenty  cases  of  excision  of 
fibrous  polypi  unattended  by  hemorrhage,  is  too  small  to  be  of 
much  weight;  but  Yelpeau^  states  that  no  instance  of  troublesome 
hemorrhage  occurred  to  him  in  twenty  cases  in  which  he  excised 
polypi ;  Lisfranc-  states  that  he  met  with  it  in  but  two  out  of  165 
cases;  and  Dupuytreu^  also  in  but  two  out  of  nearly  200;  while 
they  all  refer  to  instances  of  phlebitis,  or  of  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion leading  to  a  fatal  issue  after  the  operation  by  ligature.  There 
are,  indeed,  a  few  instances  on  record  of  inflammator}^  symptoms 
succeeding  to  the  excision  of  polypi,  just  as  there  arc  a  few  in 
which  dangerous  hemorrhage  has  followed  their  removal  bj^  liga- 
ture ;  and  in  one  instance  under  my  care,  peritonitis  came  on  on 
the  fourth  and  terminated  fatally  on  the  tenth  day,  after  the  easy 
excision  of  a  small  fibrous  polypus.  I  believe  that  on  the  whole 
the  advantages  of  the  former  operation  greatly  preponderate;  that 
it  is  much  easier,  much  more  speedy,  and  much  safer;  and  that 
the  cases  are  very  few  in  which  it  will  not  be  found  the  bettor  pro- 
ceeding. In  this  opinion,  too,  there  is  an  almost  unanimous  con- 
currence on  the  part  of  those  whose  experience  has  been  most 
extensive;'*  though  in  order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
hemorrhage  occurring,  some  few,  as  for  instance  M.  Aran,'^  })refer, 

1   Me'lrr.inr.  Operatoire,  t.  iv,  2d  ed.,  p.  301. 

*  (Hhiujiic  (Hilriirqir.ttlc  de  la  Fiiie,  i.  iii,  p.  210. 
3  Sclimidt,  .hihrh.^  vol.  ii,  ]i.  00. 

*  It  niiiy  nifl]<'i!  to  j-cfor  to'tlic  immcs  of  f^ciinzuiii,  Arim,  mid  IMcClinlock,  in 
support  of  this  statomcnt. 

*  Op,  cU.,  p.  875. 
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wherever  it  is  practicable,  to  apply  the  ligature,  and  then,  either 
at  once  or  very  soon  after,  to  excise  the  growth. 

Considering  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  concerning  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  operation  by  ligature  and  that  by  excision, 
it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  should  enter  into  any  lengthened 
details  with  reference  to  the  former  mode  of  extirpating  polypi, 
or  the  diflerent  instruments  which  have  been  invented  for  the 
purpose.  It  may  suffice  to  say  that  on  the  whole  Gooch's  double 
canula,  with  the  contrivance  invented  byLaundy,  the  instrument- 
maker  in  the  Borough,  for  tightening  the  ligature,  appears  to  me 
the  most  easy  of  application,  and  most  generally  suitable ;  though 
nothing  can  better  illustrate  the  great  difficulty  often  experienced 
in  tying  polypi  than  the  number  of  the  instruments  which  have 
been  devised  with  this  end.^ 

The  excision  of  polypi  is  very  seldom  indeed  attended  by  much 
difficulty,  or  even  by  so  much  pain  as  to  necessitate  the  use  of 
chloroform,  though,  if  the  patient  be  nervous,  there  can  be  no 
possible  objection  to  its  employment.  The  patient  being  placed 
on  her  back,  with  the  feet  resting  on  a  stool,  and  the  knees  sepa- 
rated and  firmly  held  apart  by  assistants,  a  pair  of  Museux  hooks 
are  to  be  carefully  carried  along  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand 
of  the  operator  as  high  as  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor.  They  niust 
then  be  carefully  separated  ;  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  guarding 
their  hooked  extremities  until  they  are  sufficiently  far  apart  to 
allow  of  the  pedicle  being  seized  by  them  firmly.  If  the  polypus 
be  but  small,  a  single  pair  of  hooks  will  suffice  to  hold  it  securel}^ 
and  the  polypus  may  now  be  steadily  but  gently  drawn  down  be- 
yond the  external  parts,  or  at  any  rate  close  to  the  vulva,  when 
its  stalk  may  be  divided  by  a  pair  of  stout,  curved,  probe-pointed 
scissors,  similar  to  those  which  surgeons  use  in  operations  on  the 
tongue.  If,  however,  the  first  pair  of  hooks  be  not  fixed  very 
firnily,  or  if  the  tumor  be  of  considerable  size,  so  as  not  to  yield 
to  traction  readily,  it  may  be  expedient  to  introduce  a  second  or 
even  a  third  pair  of  hooks  before  making  any  extractive  etibrts. 
In  this  case  it  is  often  convenient  to  introduce  each  hook  and  fix 
it  separately,  which  is  easily  enough  done,  by  having  the  instru- 
ment made  as  my  former  colleague,  Mr.  Arnott,  was  accustomed, 
with  the  two  halves  separate,  but  capable  of  being  united  by  a 
lock  like  that  of  the  common  midwifery  forceps.  Even  when  thus 
contrived,  however,  if  the  polypus  be  large,  so  as  nearly  to  fill  the 
vagina,  a  sharp  hook  cannot  be  carried  high  up  so  as  to  lay  hold 
of  its  pedicle  without  a  good  deal  of  risk  of  getting  entangled  as 
it  is  passed,  or  of  prickling  the  operator's  fingers  severely,  A 
metal  sheath  which  I  have  "^had  made  for  covering  these  hooks, 
and  which  can  be  immediately  dislodged,  as  soon  as  they  have 

1  An  elaborate  critique  of  the  different  instruments  for  tying  polypi  is  given  by 
Kilian,  Operationslehre  f.  Gehurtshulfer,  2d  ed.,  Bonn,  1852,  part  ii,  pp.  208-248. 
Dr.  Gooch  himself  describes  his  own  canula  and  its  mode  of  application  at  pp. 
259-265  of  his  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Wo77ien,  so  clearly,  that  no  better  rules  can 
be  laid  down  for  the  use  of  the  ligature. 
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been  carried  to  the  part  of  the  tumor  into  which  it  is  wished  to 
fix  them,  very  readily  overcomes  this  difiiculty.  Steady  traction 
seldom  fails  to  bring  the  growth  within  reach  of  tlie  scissors, 
though  I  have  known  it  to  be  requisite  to  employ  the  midwifery 
forceps  to  bring  a  large  polypus  through  the  vulva.  Lisfranc  was 
accustomed,  in  cases  where  there  was  much  difiiculty  in  dragging 
down  the  polypus,  to  fix  the  hooks  into  the  lips  of  the  uterus,  and 
then  to  make  traction  directly  on  the  womb  itself.  IN'either  this 
proceeding,  however,  nor  that  of  incising  the  perineum  in  cases 
where  the  large  polypus  could  not  pass  the  narrow  vulva,  and 
which  has  the  authority  of  Dupuytren  in  its  support,  seems  to  me 
expedient. 

The  division  of  a  large  polj^pns,  and  its  extraction  piecemeal, 
has  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  unattended  by  any  of  those 
risks  of  hemorrhage  which  were  once  apprehended  from  the  em- 
ployment of  cutting  instruments  in  any  way  for  the  extirpation  of 
these  tumors ;  while  various  practitioners  have  invented  curved 
knives  or  cutting  hooks  for  the  division  of  the  pedicle  of  polypi 
which  could  not  be  drawn  down  with  facility.  Thus  M.  Velpeau^ 
emploj^s  a  knife  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length,  curved  at  its  point, 
which  is  blunt,  and  has  a  cutting  edge  only  on  one  side.  With 
this  instrument  he  divides  the  pedicle  of  the  polypus,  which  is  kept 
on  the  stretch  by  an  assistant  grasping  it  with  a  pair  of  Museux 
hooks.  A  very  ingenious,  though  perhaps  rather  complicated 
knife,  the  blade  of  which  is  fixed  at  right  angles  with  the  handle, 
and  is  introduced  defended  by  a  sort  of  sheath,  like  that  of  a  bistoire 
cache,  was  invented  and  used  in  a  case  where  the  polypus  was  very 
large,  and  its  pedicle  very  thick  and  solid,  by  Dr.  Herrich,  of 
Eatisbon,^  while  more  lately  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,^ 
has  employed  an  instrument  not  unlike  the  sharp  hook  emplo}- ed 
by  midwifery  practitioners  for  decapitating  the  foetus.  The  in- 
strument seems  in  his  hands  to  have  answered  very  well,  though 
one  might  have  feared  that  the  sharp  edge  being  on  the  same  })lane 
with  the  handle  of  the  instrument,  it  would  have  cut  too  obliquely 
for  the  ready  division  of  the  pedicle. 

Though  thus  generally  applicable,  there  are,  however,  a  few  con- 
ditions in  which  excision  of  polypi  appears  to  be  inferior  in  safety 
to  their  removal  by  ligature.  The  forcible  drawing  down  of  the 
uterus  in  cases  where  a  polypus  is  contained  within  its  cavity,  in 
order  to  obtain  access  to  the  growth,  is  inevitably  accompanied 
with  a-degree  of  violence  which  is  avoided  in  the  application  of 
the  ligature.  The  employment  of  the  steel  wire  rope  instead  of 
the  old  whip-cord  ligature,  and  the  application  of  the  prineii)le  of 
the  ccraseur,  as  in  the  instrument  invented  by  Dr.  Draxtou  Hicks,' 

J  lUill.  Chi.  dp  TlierapcuUquc,  vol.  xiv,  Paris,  1838,  p.  1850  ;  niul  Moissnor,  op. 
cit.,  vol.  i,  p.  804. 

'■^   IJrher  (irJulrmtdier  Polypcn  und  drren  AiiKndlmui,  8v<).,  l{(\i;'(Misburi;',  18-IG. 

3  Edin.  Manthly  Jdurnnl]  Jiui.  1855,  and  ObnMric  Kor/w,  vol.  i,  p.  150. 

*  Mco  the  description  and  drawing  of  the  instrument  in  Transaclions  of  thr  Ohsict- 
ricfil  Society,  vol.  iii,p.  340. 


EXCISION    OF    POLYPI.  267 

deprives  the  ligature  of  the  danger  which  used  to  accompany  it, 
since  by  this  means  the  pedicle  of  the  outgrowth  may  be  cut 
through  in  a  few  minutes.  In  cases  of  very  large  polypi,  in  which 
there  is  no  space  for  the  application  of  other  instruments,  this 
cutting  ligature  may  also  probably  be  employed  with  safety.^ 

By  whatever  means  a  polypus  is  separated  from  the  uterus 
(polypi  of  a  malignant  character  of  course  excepted),  the  pedicle 
withers,  and  the  growth  is  not  reproduced.  This  fact,  which  was 
once  regarded  as  suggesting  a  problem  of  difficult  solution,  is  not 
hard  to  understand,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  pedicle  is  formed 
of  uterine  tissue.  On  the  removal  of  the  growth,  the  stimulus  to 
hypertrophy  of  the  uterus  is  withdrawn,  the  whole  organ  returns 
by  that  process  of  involution  of  which  we  see  so  many  illustrations 
to  its  natural  dimensions,  while  the  pedicle  of  the  pol^qDus,  having 
no  longer  any  office  to  perform,  is  completely  removed. 

Other  modes  of  getting  rid  of  fibrous  polypi  have  been  occa- 
sionally resorted  to,  but  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  do  more  than 
enumerate  them.  Torsion  is  but  rarely  applicable,  for  the  pedicle 
is  usually  too  thick  and  too  firm  to  admit  of  the  growth  being  thus 
removed.  If  the  polypus  be  small,  and  its  stem  slender,  there  can, 
however,  be  no  objection  to  it,  while  it  unquestionably  has  the 
great  advantage  of  doing  away  almost  completely  with  all  risk  of 
bleeding.  The  forcible  tearing  away  or  avulsion  of  the  growth 
has  nothing  whatever  to  recommend  it;  it  is  uncertain,  painful, 
and  hazardous.  The  destroying  the  vitality  of  the  polypus  by 
forcible  compression,  either  of  the  whole  mass,  or  by  an  instru- 
m.ent  strangulating  its  pedicle,  as  practised  by  M.  Gensoul,  of 
Lyons,^  appears  open  to  all  the  objections  that  may  be  alleged 
against  the  ligature,  without  any  compensating  advantage. 

Some  reference  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  made  to  the  occasional 
complication  of  pregnancy  or  labor  with  polypus  of  the  uterus, 
before  we  take  a  final  leave  of  this  subject.^  There  seems  to  be 
good  reason  for  believing  that  polypi  participate  in  the  general 
development  of  the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  and  that  a  growth 
previously  very  small  may  attain  to  a  very  considerable  size  during 
gestation.  They  do  not,  however,  in  general  produce  marked 
symptoms  during  pregnancy,  nor  do  they  tend  to  interfere  with 
its  natural  progress.  After  the  commencement  of  labor  their  in- 
jurious eifects  become  manifest,  since  they  sometimes  present  a 

1  Dr.  G.  Simon,  who  has  done  so  much  for  the  improvement  of  operative  sur- 
gery in  the  diseases  of  women,  suggests  a  very  ingenious  mode  of  obtaining  access 
to  the  pedicle  of  very  voluminous  polypi.  This  proceeding  consists  in  making  a 
deep  transverse  incision  as  high  as  possible  into  the  .body  of  the  polypus,  and  then 
dissecting  ofl"  its  capsule  from  half  the  circumference  of  the  growth.  If  now  the 
polypus  is  seized  with  hooks,  and  steady  traction  made  upon  it,  its  fibres  will  elon- 
gate to  such  an  extent  as  to- allow  ready  access  to  the  pedicle,  though  before,  while 
the  mass  retained  a  more  globular  form,  it  might  have  been  altogether  out  of  reach. 
[Monntschrift  f.  Geburtskunde,  vol.  xx,  p.  467.) 

2  Nouveau  Procede  pour  operer  les  Polypes  de  Matrice,  8vo.,  Lyons,  1851,  p.  11. 

3  A  very  able  essay  on  this  subject,  which  \vill  well  repay  perusal,  was  published 
by  Dr.  Oldham  in  the  Guy's  Hosjntal  Reports,  2d  series,  vol.  ii. 
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mechanical  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  child,  and  at  other  times 
give  rise  to  untoward  consequences  after  its  expulsion.  Of  these, 
one  of  the  most  frequent  is  hemorrhage ;  the  polypus  within  the 
uterine  cavity  interfering  with  the  due  contraction  of  the  organ, 
just  as  the  portion  of  adherent  placenta  does  in  cases  of  its  disrup- 
tion. The  other  risk  is  that  of  violent  and  uncontrollable  uterine 
action  being  excited,  and  exhausting  the  patient  by  its  severity 
and  continuance,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  remarkable  case  related 
by  Dr.  Gooch,^  in  which,  after  deliver}^  a  polypus  weighing  three 
pounds  fifteen  ounces  was  expelled  beyond  the  external  parts,  and 
the  patient  died  while  her  medical  attendants  were  still  uncertain 
as  to  what  her  ailment  was,  and  what  should  be  done  for  her  cure. 

In  spite  of  these  contingencies,  however,  the  general  rule,  and 
one  concerning  the  wisdom  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  is  not 
to  meddle  with  a  uterine  polypus  either  in  labor  or  after  deliverj^, 
unless  the  symptoms  are  so  serious  as  to  leave  us  no  alternative. 
The  ground  for  this  rule  is  furnished  by  the  risk  of  hemorrhage  if 
the  polypus  be  excised,  and  of  phlebitis  from  the  absorption  of 
decaying  animal  matter  if  the  growth  be  removed  by  ligature ; 
while  the  vascularity  of  the  polypus,  and  probably  its  size,  will 
rapidly  diminish  as  the  involution  of  the  uterus  goes  on,  and  the 
whole  organ  grows  less  and  less  susceptible  as  the  date  of  delivery 
becomes  more  distant. 

It  is  therefore  better  during  labor  to  extract  the  child,  and  after- 
wards to  check  hemorrhage,  and  by  opiates  to  still  any  violent 
uterine  eflbrts.  if  possible,  rather  than  by  attempting  the  immediate 
removal  of  the  polypus,  to  expose  the  patient  to  hazards  so  serious 
and  so  difficult  to  obviate.  If,  however,  interference  become 
urgently  necessary,  I  think  that  I  should,  even  in  these  cases, 
prefer  the  excision  of  the  polypus,  with  thepresent  risk  of  hemor- 
rhage, to  the  someAvhat  tardier,  but,  I  apprehend,  graver  dangers 
attendant  on  the  use  of  the  ligature. 

There  still  remain  a  few  varieties  of  uterine  disease,  concerning 
which  something  should  be  said,  before  we  pass  to  the  study  of 
those  malignant  affections  of  the  womb,  that  constitute  the  most 
painfully  important  of  all  the  ailments  of  the  female  sexual  sys- 
tem. To  a  brief  notice  of  these  I  propose  devoting  the  remainder 
of  this  Lecture ;  and  first,  I  will  describe  a  very  rare  form  of  tumor 
of  the  womb,  which  resembles  in  its  character  what  has  been 
termed  the  Recurrent  Fibroid  tumor. 

In  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Transaefions  of  the  Patlwlogical 
Society'^  there  are  recorded  by  Mr.  Hutchinson  the  particulars  of  a 
case  in  which  a  tumor  formed  within  the  uterine  cavity  of  a 
middle-aged  unmarried  woman,  and  gave  rise  to  fioodings  large 
in  amount  and  frequent  in  their  return.  At  the  end  of  twenty- 
three  months  an  attempt  was  made  to  remove  the  tumor,  which 
sprang  from  within  the  uterus  by  a  pedicle  as  thick  as  the  wrist, 
wliencc  a  mass  as  large  as  three  fists  projected  into  (he  vngina, 

1  On  Dheanes  of  Women,  &c.,  p.  281,  ciiso  vii.  ''■  Pago  287. 


RECURRENT    FIBROID     TUMOR.  269 

while  the  uterus  itself  was  felt  as  large  as  a  child's  head  above  the 
pubes.  The  soft  texture  of  the  tumor  prevented  it  from  being 
firmly  ;:?rasped,  and  the  operation  was  discontinued  after  only  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  the  mass  had  been  detached.  The 
bulk  of  the  tumor,  however,  subsequently  sloughed  away,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  month  no  trace  of  it  could  be  discovered,  nor  any 
enlargement  of  the  womb  detected.  For  the  next  three  months 
the  patient  continued  so  to  improve  that  it  was  hoped  a  perfect 
cure  had  been  effected ;  but  at  the  end  of  six  months  the  growth 
was  reproduced,  though  it  had  not  quite  regained  its  former  size. 
A  second  operation  was  now  performed,  and  the  hand  introduced 
into  the  uterine  cavity  broke  down  the  tissue  of  the  tumor,  which 
it  was  found  possible  only  very  imperfectly  to  remove.  Temporary 
improvement  again  followed,  but  in  three  months  more  the  tumor 
had  grown  again,  and  was  attended  by  its  old  symptoms.  Attempts 
to  destroy  its  tissue  by  caustic  injections  caused  much  suffering  and 
did  little  good,  and  death  took  place  two  years  and  ten  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  patient's  illness. 

The  uterus  was  about  the  size  of  two  fists,  and  contained  a 
white  soft  growth,  attached  by  a  very  broad  base  to  the  fundus 
and  posterior  surface,  its  free  extremity  hanging  down  in  a  poly- 
poid shape  close  to  the  os.  The  mucous  lining  of  the  cervix, 
though  congested,  was  healthy.  The  uterine  walls  were  much 
thickened  in  those  parts  to  which  the  tumor  had  no  attachment, 
but  were  thinned,  evidently  by  its  infiltration,  at  the  base  of  the 
growth. 

On  a' microscopic  examination  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  com- 
posed of  a  fibroid  tissue,  and  of  a  softer  material  made  up  of  round 
nuclear  bodies,  of  transparent  molecules,  and  of  some  fusiform 
cells.  Both  its  microscopic  character  as  well  as  the  history  of  the 
disease  seem  to  remove  the  tumor  from  the  class  of  malignant 
growths,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson's  own  interpretation  of  its  nature 
as  belono-ino;  to  the  class  of  recurrent  fibroid  tumors  is  doubtless 
correct. 

In  his  paper  on  the  enucleation  of  fibrous  tumors,  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson refers  to  a  case  of  Dr.  Atlee's,  as  probably  belonging  to  the 
same  category  with  the  one  just  related.  The  account  given  by 
Dr.  Atlee,^  however,  is  too  vague  to  enable  one  to  form  any  very 
accurate  judgment  of  the  structure  of  the  growth,  though  its  rapid 
reproduction  after  removal  renders  his  opinion  in  the  highest  de- 
gree probable.  A  case  has  also  come  under  my  own  observation, 
that  belongs  to  the  same  class,  and  the  details  of  which,  as  will  be 
seen,  harmonize  very  closely  with  the  history  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's 
patient. 

A  young  unmarried  woman,  aged  twenty-three,  who  had  always 
had  good  health,  and  since  her  fourteenth  year  had  menstruated 
scantily,  but  without  pain,  every  three  weeks," was  kicked  on  the 
lower  part  of  her  back  during  a  menstrual  period  in  July,  1852. 

1  Transactions  of  Americcm  Medical  Association,  vol.  vi,  p.  579,  case  iii. 
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This  kick  was  followed  by  frequent  abundant  discharges  of  blood 
from  the  vagina,  and  towards  the  end  of  September  by  pain,  referred 
to  the  loins  and  hypogastrium,  and  by  a  sense  of  bearing  down, 
which,  however,  was  not  aggravated  by  moderate  exertion,  nor 
relieved  by  the  recumbent  posture. 

The  discharges,  which  had  reduced  her  to  a  state  of  great  weak- 
ness, were  described  at  the  time  of  her  admission  into  the  hospital 
on  October  1st,  1852,  as  being  habitually  offensive,  consisting 
sometimes  of  fluid  blood,  often  intermixed  with  large  coagula,  but 
being  at  other  times  greenish  and  watery. 

On  examination  the  os  uteri  was  found  widely  open,  and  a 
polypus,  apparently  of  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  protruded  through 
it,  but  the  linger  could  not  be  passed  high  enough  up  to  reach 
the  point  of  its  insertion.  The  hooked  forceps  introduced  to 
draw  it  down,  tore  out  from  its  substance,  which  was  found  to 
be  remarkably  soft ;  but  a  portion  as  big  as  an  egg  having  been 
removed,  a  large  mass  v^as  still  left  behind  in  the  uterus.  ISTo 
hemorrhage  followed  this  first  operation,  which  was  attempted  on 
October  4th;  on  the  10th,  the  ergot  of  rye  having  been  given  in 
the  interval  in  the  hope  of  forcing  the  tumor  lower  down,  the 
sound  passed  four  and  a  half  inches,  and  the  finger  detected  a 
rough  mass,  not  unlike  placenta  or  very  old  clot,  firmly  adherent 
to  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  which  was  perfectly  movable  in  the 
pelvis. 

On  I^Tovember  11th  a  second  attempt  was  made  to  remove  the 
tumor,  the  patient  having  in  the  interval  sufiered  much  from 
hemorrhage,  and  having  also  experienced  considerable  paiii.  The 
attempt,  however,  issued  in  the  removal  of  but  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  tumor,  whose  texture  again  broke  down,  while  its  attach- 
ment to  the  posterior  and  lower  part  of  the  uterus  was  too  broad 
to  allow  of  a  ligature  being  placed  around  it.  On  December  20th, 
a  third  operation  was  attempted;  a  fourth  on  January  5th;  a  fifth 
on  February  21st ;  and  a  sixth  on  March  8th ;  the  growth  being 
partly  torn  away  by  the  fingers,  in  part  scraped  from  the  interior 
of  the  uterus  by  a  blunt  knife,  whose  blade  was  fixed  at  right 
angles  to  its  handle.  After  each  operation  masses  of  the  tumor 
came  away,  and  it  was  estimated  tliat  altogether  the  quantity 
removed  in  and  after  tlie  several  operations  amounted  to  about 
six  ounces.  On  April  11th,  the  sound  still  entered  three  and  a 
half  inches,  showing  that  though  the  size  of  the  uterus  was  dimin- 
ished, it  had  not  yet  returned  to  its  natural  dimensions;  while, 
though  the  os  was  closed,  so  that  the  exact  state  of  things  could 
not  be  ascertained,  I  yet  feared  the  reproduction  of  the  tumor,  for 
I  had  been  struck  l)y  the  circumstance  that  in  spite  of  its  laceration 
and  of  the  forcible  avulsion  of  portions  of  it  at  each  operation,  it 
yet,  on  every  repetition  of  the  proceeding,  presented  the  same 
smootii  surface. 

Microscopic  examination  of  the  portions  of  the  tumor  showed 
its  texture  to  be  made  up  of  imperfectly  ibrmcd  fibres,  and  of  an 
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aggregation  of  cells  resembling  those  of  inflammatory  Ijmpla,  or 
granulation  cells. 

In  April  the  patient  left  the  hospital,  but  at  the  end  of  June  she 
had  a  most  alarming  hemorrhage,  during  which  large  portions  of 
the  tumor  were  discharged,  intermixed  with  coagula.  At  the 
beginning  of  August  she  was  readmitted,  and  the  enlarged  uterus 
was  now  felt  distinctly  over  the  pubes,  while  on  a  vaginal  exami- 
nation its  lower  segment  was  felt  much  distended.  The  os  uteri 
was  dilated  with  sponge  tents,  and  as  much  of  the  tumor  as  could 
be  removed  in  fragments  was  extracted,  though  the  quantity  did 
not  much  exceed  six  drachms.  The  muriated  tincture  of  iron  was 
now  injected  into  the  broken-down  issue,  in  the  hopes  of  thus 
expediting  its  destruction,  and  this  Avas  repeated  thri*^  between 
that  time  and  the  17th  of  October.  The  patient,,h(^^ver,  dreaded 
these  injections  very  much  on  account  of  tM  y^vere  pain  which 
they  occasioned ;  while  chloroform  produceMKso  much  and  such 

3  not  possible  to  have 


abiding  sickness  and  depression,  that^it  w 
recourse  to  its  use.  y  ,  Kf^ 

In  December,  1853,  an  attack  liO«morr]jji age  was  accompanied 
by  the  expulsion  of  six  ounces  ot  ine  tumor ;  and  on  the  15th  of 
that  month  a  large  por^on  w^^y/'emoved ;  andtdn  February  20th, 
1854,  a  ninth  ancLJast/  wj^^m/ion  was  perfonuHd.  The  suffering 
caused  by  each  o»erat|oij[,  not  so  much  £|  tn*  moment  of  its  per- 
formance as  subsOTUj^itly,  when  much\al^laminal  tenderness  was 
always  experieucewf  and  a  great  degVee  of  constitutional  dis- 
turbance was  iw)duced,  coupled  with  the  necessarily  incomplete 
charact|i  o^^Hch  operation,  and  the  extreme  rapidity  wnth  which 
the  groWthwas  rej^roduced,  led  me  from  this  time  to  abstain  from 
all  intei^r^«;e.  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  minutely  the  sub- 
sequent mftory  of  the  patient,  who,  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  was 
still  able  to  follow  a  sedentary  occupation,  and  to  walk  half  a  mile 
in  order  to  show  herself  to  me  at  the  hospital.  She  had  had  many 
attacks  of  profuse  hemorrhage,  one  of  which,  in  May,  1856,  very 
nearly  proved  fatal,  and  was  followed  for  weeks  by  alarming  de- 
pression, with  severe  abdominal  pain,  which  was  kept  under  only 
by  large  doses  of  morphia;  and  by  profuse,  extremely  offensive 
watery  discharges.  The  outline  of  the  abdominal  tumor,  too, 
could  be  felt  above  the  umbilicus,  the  abdomen  measuring  at  that 
point  thirty-two  and  a  half  inches;  while  per  vaginam  a  lobulated 
soft  growth  extended  through  the  widely-dilated  mouth  of  the 
womb.  In  spite  of  the  decided  increase  of  the  abdominal  tumor, 
however,  the  patient's  condition  steadily  improved,  after  her  re- 
covery from  the  hemorrhage  in  May,  1856,  since  which  time  no 
considerable  loss  of  blood  occurred,  though  the  abdomen  remained 
extremely  tender;  and  the  patient,  in  spite  of  added  strength, 
remnined  pale  as  a  marble  statue. 

On  December  20,  1857,  she  re-entered  the  hospital  for  the  last 
time,  not  suflering  indeed  from  any  return  of  her  uterine  symp- 
toms, but  from  pain,  which  she  conceived  to  be  rheumatic,  in  her 
neck,  and  from  cough  brought  on  by  exposure  to  cold  a  week 
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before.  Some  swelling  was  perceptible  on  the  right  side  of  the 
cervical  vertebri^,  and  light  was  thrown  on  its  probable  nature  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days  by  the  occurrence  of  numbness  of  the 
right  arm  and  leg,  and  difficulty  in  moving  them.  jSText,  power 
over  the  left  arm  and  leg  became  similarly  impaired ;  and  the 
urine  was  voided  involuntarily  as  well  as  unconsciously.  The 
respiration,  too,  was  labored  to  an  extent  which  auscultation  did 
not  account  for;  and  the  strength  daily  declined,  though  without 
suifering,  and  death  took  place  quietly  on  the  3d  of  January,  1858  ; 
nearly  six  and  a  quarter  years  from  the  commencement  of  the 
patient's  illness. 

The  following  account  of  the  appearances  after  death  is  from 
the  notes  e^.  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Callender.  The  rarity 
of  the  case  fifi^nishes  my  excuse  for  relating  it  in  such  detail:  On 
opening  the  sac  (5f  the  peritoneum,  a  large  oval  tumor,  in  front  of 
which  lay  several  coils  of  small  intestine,  was  seen  occupying  the 
left  iliac  fossa,  and  extending  upwards  to  about  the  level  of  the 
middle  of  the  left  kidney.  ;  It,was  invested  by  a  thin  transparent 
membrane,  which  dipped  in  betjveen  the  convolutions  that  divided 
the  tumor  into  lobes  of  uneq!^  size. 

The  tumor  was  bf  a  white  or  pale  straw  color,  slightly  vascu- 
lar, a  few  large  bloodvessels  ramifying  ojjer  it^surface.  It  grew 
from  the  posterioi?  wllAf  the  uterus'  t(j  whi(^it  was  connected 
by  means  of  a  broacl  *b^,  two  inches  and  a  valf  thick,  by  one 
and  a  half  in  length.  Th'e  tumor  itself  measured  five  and  a  half 
inches  in  breadth.  The  uterus  occupied  the  entire  pelvis,  and 
rose  to  some  height  above  the  level  of  its  brim.  ^-Its  t^Is  were 
only  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  the  os  uteri  -^s  so  di- 


i  ■^s 


lated  by  a  tumor  which  projected  through  it,  that  it  ^^'as  iiifpossible 
to  determine  exactly  where  the  uterus  ceased  and  th^^agina  bQ- 
gan.  The  uterus  thus  attenuated  was  stretched  over  a  large  tumor 
which  occupied  its  interior.  This  tumor  was  attached  bj-  a  broad 
base  to  the  posterior  uterine  wall,  where  it  was  continuous  with 
the  growth  which  projected  into  the  iliac  fossa,  while  anteriorly 
and  at  the  sides  it  was  perfectly  free. 

Independently  of  this,  a  few  isolated  nodules  were  connected 
with  the  right  side  of  the  uterus,  and  projected  upon  its  inner 
aspect,  involving  the  mucous  and  submucous  coat.  The  lobed 
surface  of  the  tumor  was  free  from  any  irregularities  such  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  previous  operations.  The 
lobes  were  more  nuirkcd  and  more  irregular  on  the  anterior  and 
lower  portion  of  the  tumor  than  elsewhere.  It  measured  seven 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  by  five  inches  in  breadth.  These 
tumors  presented  throughout  the  ordinary  characters  of  recurrent 
fibroid  gi'owths,  being  conqioscd  of  narrow,  elongated,  caudate, 
and  out-shaped  nucleated  cells,  with  some  detat-hcd  nuclei,  and 
gi'anuhii'  mattei'. 

The  lumbar  glands  were  the  seat  of  a  similar  dc})Osil;  and  no- 
dules of  a  siniilar  kind  wore  imbedded  in  the  lungs,  and  connected 
with  the  paih'lal  layer  of  the  pei'ic-ardiiini.     A  mass  ol"  the  same 
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kind  was  seen  projecting  from  the  body  of  the  sixth  cervical  ver- 
tebra, and  the  same  deposit  being  infiltrated  into  the  substance  of 
the  bone  had  expanded  it,  both  anterior]}-  and  posteriorly,  com- 
pressing the  anterior  columns  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  producing 
the  symptoms  which  at  length  proved  fatal. ^ 

I  have  related  this  case  at  length  on  account  of  its  rarity,  and 
because  its  duration  of  more  than  six  years  brings  into  stronger 
prominence,  than  did  the  history  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  patient,  the 
difierences  between  this  kind  of  growth  and  those  of  a  truly  malig- 
nant character.  ISTo  cancer-cells  were  detected  in  the  uterine  tumor 
either  during  the  patient's  life,  or  when  the  parts  were  removed 
after  her  death;  and  though  the  nodules  in  the  lungs  were  thought 
by  some  who  examined  their  structure  to  contain  cells  resembling 
those  of  ordinary  scirrhus,  yet  Mr.  Callender  did  not  discover  any, 
while  every  one  agreed  as  to  the  abundance  of  fibroid  material. 

I  know  of  no  other  cases  resembling  these.  Our  experience  is 
at  present  too  small  to  warrant  our  arriving  at  very  positive  con- 
clusions respecting  the  disease  which  they  illustrate.  It  may, 
however,  be  doubted  whether  our  wiser  course  is  not  to  let  the 
disease  alone;  for  while  its  complete  removal  seems  impossible, 
its  partial  extirpation  appears  to  be  followed  by  an  increased 
rapidity  in  its  reproduction. 

Two  instances  oi  Fatty  Tumors  of  the  uterus  are  reported  in 
the  German  medical  journals;  and  though  nothing  of  the  kind 
has  ever  come  under  my  notice,  it  might  seem  an  omission  if  I 
failed  to  refer  to  them. 

The  patients  in  whom  this  growth  was  observed  were  of  the 
respective  ages  of  fifty  and  fifty-three.^  The  former  of  these 
women,  after  suffering  for  eleven  years  from  leucorrhoea,  expelled 
from  the  vagina  a  tumor  the  size  of  the  fist,  which  was  ascertained 
to  be  made  up  of  fat,  closely  resembling  cholesterine,  though  not 
quite  identical  with  it.  In  the  other  case  the  tumor,  which  was 
of  the  size  of  a  child's  head,  projected  bej'ond  the  external  parts, 
but  was  connected  by  a  pedicle  three  fingers  broad  with  the  whole 
margin  of  the  os  uteri.  It  was  removed  by  ligature,  and  the 
patient,  who  had  been  subject  to  menorrhagia  for  a  year  previ- 
ously, recovered.  The  tumor,  which  weighed  three  pounds  and 
a  half,  is  said  to  have  been  an  ordinary  fatty  tumor,  having  an  in- 
vestment of  dense  cellular  tissue,  septa  of  which  dipped  down 
into  its  substance.  The  patient  in  the  first  case  continued  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  tumor  liable  to  periodical  discharges  of  very 
oflfensive  slimy,  watery  fluid,  in  which  were  now  and  then  small 
flat  masses  similar  to  the  larger  substance.  The  state  of  the  cer- 
vix was  quite  natural,  and  I  suppose  that  in  this  case  the  deposit 
of  fat  had  taken  place  upon  the  free  surface  of  the  diseased  mucous 

1  This  case  is  described  at  length  by  Mr.  Callender,  in  vol.  ix  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  Pathological  Society,  p.  327. 

2  The  cases  are  related  by  Dr.  W.  Busch,  in  MuUer's  Archiv,  1851,  p.  358,  Dr. 
Seeger,  in  Wurtemb.  Zeitsclir,  vol.  v,  1852,  and  Schmidt's  Jahrb.,  Dec,  1852,  p.  335. 
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membrane  of  the  womb,  and  bad  by  degrees  accumulated  in  the 
cavity  of  the  organ  until  it  stimulated  its  muscular  fibres  to  con- 
tract upon  and  expel  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  a  few  words  concerning  tubercidar 
deposit  in  the  uterus,  though  it  ought  not,  perhaps,  in  strict  pro- 
priety, to  be  noticed  here,  but  should  rather  be  referred  to  a  sepa- 
rate category.  Convenience,  however,  may  be  allowed  to  overrule 
strictly  scientific  arrangement.  It  happens  occasionally  that  on 
examining  the  uterus,  although  its  exterior  may  appear  quite 
healthy,  and  the  canal  of  the  cervix  also  be  free  from  disease,  the 
whole  of  its  cavity  is  found  occupied  by  a  matter  of  a  dirty  yellow 
color,  closely  resembling  both  in  its  aspect  and  its  consistence  the 
substance  of  a  tubercular  bronchial  gland  when  just  beginning  to 
soften.  This  deposit  is  generally  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in 
thickness,  is  easily  scraped  away  with  the  back  of  the  scalpel;  but 
on  its  removal  it  is  found  that  all  trace  of  the  lining  of  the  uterus 
has  disappeared  too,  or  if  anywhere  a  portion  of  it  remains,  that 
is  seen  to  be  ojDaque,  more  vascular  than  natural,  and  to  present 
beneath  it  small  yellow  spots,  looking  like  distinct  tubercular 
deposits,  which,  in  fact,  they  have  been  ascertained  to  be  by  care- 
ful microscopic  examination.  In  cases  where  the  disease  is  only 
beginning,  the  separate  yellow  deposits  in  the  mucous  membrane 
are  alone  apparent,  while  when  the  disease  is  far  advanced  (and  it 
was  so  in  the  two  cases  which  came  under  my  own  observation), 
not  only  is  the  mucous  membrane  completely  destroyed,  but  the 
deposit  encroaches  on  the  substance  of  the  womb,  its  cavity  is 
enlarged  by  the  abundance  of  the  morbid  substance,  and  its  walls 
are  thickened ;  changes  that  in  some  instances  have  been  known 
to  occur  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  tubercular  deposit  does  not 
extend  bej^ond  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  though  sometimes  a  similar 
matter  is  found  distending  the  Fallopian  tubes,  and  tubercular 
degeneration  of  the  ovaries  now  and  then  coexists  with  the  disease 
of  the  interior  of  the  womb.  Either  of  these  occurrences  is,  how- 
ever, more  frequent  than  the  extension  of  the  disease  to  the  cer- 
vical canal;  and  Rokitansky^  states  that  it  scarcely  ever  appears 
there  as  a  primary  deposit.  Occasionally  one  sees  in  the  living 
subject,  on  the  surface  of  one  or  both  lips  of  the  uterus,  deposits 
of  a  yejlow  color,  of  the  size  of  a  split  pea,  or  smaller,  having 
altogether  the  appearance  of  small  deposits  of  yellow  tubercle, 
and  which  on  being  pricked  give  issue  to  a  small  quantity  of 
matter  of  the  consistence  of  pus,  or  rather  firmer,  and  having  a 
gi'anular  appearance  under  the  microscope.  These  deposits  have 
been  alleged  to  be  tuberculous;  and  the  high  authority  of  the  late 
Professor  Kiwisclr  niny  be  adduced  in  support  of  tliat  opinion. 
I  am  familiar  with  the  appearance,  but  am  not  altogether  ccui- 
vinced  of  its  tu])crculous  character,  and  am  i-nllnT  iiiclined  (o  con- 

I   l'ulh„l,  Anatomie,  3d  ed.,  18G],  vol.  iii,  p.  4',i8. 
'  Uj>.  cil.  vol.  i,  p.  558. 
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sider  it  as  clue  to  hypertrophy  of  some  of  the  I^abothian  follicles, 
with  obliteration  of  their  orifices  and  alteration  of  their  contents. 
At  any  rate,  though  small  slightly  excavated  ulcers  are  now  and  • 
then  left  behind,  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  any  connection 
between  this  appearance  and  any  form  of  destructive  ulceration 
of  the  cervix. 

The  disease  seems  to  be  always  secondary  to  tubercular  deposit 
elsewhere,  and  even  then  to  be  of  rare  occurrence,  though  perhaps 
less  so  than  it  was  believed  to  be  by  Louis,  ^  who  did  not  estimate 
its  frequency  higher  than  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of 
tubercle  in  general.  M.  Kiwisch'^  states,  that  at  Prague  it  was  met 
with  once  in  every  forty  cases,  or,  in  other  words,  with  a  frequency 
of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  I  know  of  no  other  statistics 
bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  following  table  deduced  from  data  furnished  by  Kiwisch 
and  a  recent  very  painstaking  writer  on  the  subject,  Dr.  Geil,* 
furnishes  some  information  not  without  its  value. 

Tubercular  deposit  in  the  uterus  was  met  with — 

In  6  subjects  between  10  and  20  years. 

"22  "  "  20  —   30  " 

"15  "  "  30  —  40  " 

"10  "  "  40  —  50  " 

"    7  "  "  50  —   60  " 

"    6  "  "  60  —   70  " 

"    2  "  "  70  —   80  " 

Total,  68 

In  forty-five  of  the  cases  collected  by  Dr.  Qeil,  the  seat  of  the 
affection  is  distinguished — 

Uterus  alone  affected, 1  case 

,,  ^  +  -k      /  with  affection  of  peritoneum, .      19  cases 

^^^  ™^^®' t  without         "  "  .     12     " 

Uterus,  tubes,       f  in  form  of  an  aphthous  process,    2  cases 
and  vagina,  .     \         "         true  tuberculous  ulcers,  1  case 

Tubes  alone  affected, 8  cases 

Eight  tube  alone, 2     " 

Total,  45 

Amenorrhcea  or  dysmenorrhoea,  often  associated  with  leucor- 
rhoeal  discharges,  are  the  symftoms  which  are  ordinarily  observed 
in  connection  with  uterine  tuberculosis.  Pain  appears  to  be  an 
exceptional  occurrence,  and  when  present,  neither  to  be  an  early 
symptom,  nor  commonly  to  attain  to  any  great  severity,  though 
now  and  then,  as  in  the  interesting  case  which  came  under  my  own" 

1  Recherches  sur  la  Phthisie,  2d  ed.,  Paris,  1834,  p.  142, 

2  Op.  cit.,  p.  559. 

3  In  an  inaugural  dissertation,  published  at  Erlangen  in  1851,  and  of  which  an 
abstract  is  given  in  Schmidt's  Jahrbuche?;  March,  1852,  p.  324.  Some  additional 
cases,  which,  however,  throw  no  fresh  light  on  the  subject,  will  be  found  in  the 
abstract  of  a  paper  by  M.  Crocq  in  Archives  de  Med.,  1860,  vol.  ii,  p.  215;  and  in 
another  by  il.  Paulsen,  in  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher,  1852,  vol.  80,  p.  222. 
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notice,  and  which  was  described  hy  Mr.  Tomlinson  of  Bnrton-on- 
Trent,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Obstetrical  Society,  pain  may  become 
¥ery  severe.  In  many  instances  no  symptoms  have  attended  the 
affection  during  life,  while  those  which  have  just  been  enumerated 
present,  as  I  scarcely  need  to  say,  nothing  pathognomonic  of  this 
peculiar  disease.  Indeed,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  tuberculous 
affections  of  the  womb  appear  to  be  almost  always  secondary  to 
extensive  deposit  of  tubercle  in  other  organs,  we  are  led  to  the 
practical  inference  that,  in  cases  where  phthisical  symptoms  are 
present,  there  is  every  reason  for  interfering  as  little  as  possible  for 
the  removal  of  amenorrhcea,  or  other  irregularities  of  the  menstrual 
function,  and  especially  for  abstaining  from  much  local  treatment 
of  any  other  uterine  ailment  that  may  occur.^ 


LECTURE   XIX. 

MALIGNANT  OK  CANCEEOUS  DISEASES  OF  THE  UTEKUS. 

Hopelessness  of  the  subject,  but  importance  of  questions  involved  in  its  study  ;  erro- 
neous opinions  formerly  held  concerning  it. 

Definition  of  Cancer  ;  its  varieties.  Scirrhus  extremely  rare  ;  its  anatomical 
characters. 

Medullary  Cancer;  its  nature,  mode  of  occurrence  of  ulceration,  its  rapid  progress; 
abortive  attempts  at  cure,  and  advance  of  the  disease.  Hypertrophy  of  uterus 
in  its  course  ;  changes  in  its  walls  ;  its  interior  ;  on  its  surface.  Extension  of 
disease  to  vagina  and  bladder.  Exceptional  cases  ;  Cancer  of  body  of  uterus ; 
cancerous  polypi.     Alveolar  cancer. 

Epithelial  Cancer  ;  its  general  characters;  its  relation  to  medullary  cancer  ;  essen- 
tial identity  with  Cauliflower  Excrescence. 

Ulcers  of  the  os  uteri ;  the  so-called  Tuberculous  Ulcer  ;  Corroding  Ulcer. 

Frequency  of  secondary  alfections  in  cases  of  uterine  cancer. 

In  the  study  of  the  diseases  which  have  hitherto  engaged  our 
attention,  we  have  never  entirely  lost  a  sense  of  hopefulness. 
Either  medicine  might  cure  the  ailment,  or  surgery  might  remove 

1  Twice  have  I  met  with  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  womb  which  I  regarded 
as  tuberculous,  but  had  no  opportunitj'  of  verifying  my  diagnosis  by  a  post-mortem 
examination.  The  jiatients  in  tbcjse  cases  were  aged  BT)  and  53  years  respccti\'e!y. 
The  younger  bad  given  birth  to  children  ;  the  elder  had  not  married  until  late  in 
life,  and  had  never  been  pregnant.  The  younger  patient  was  in  a  state  of  advanced 
phthisis,  with  cavities  in  the  lungs;  the  elder  had  had  symptoms  of  consumjitive 
disease  in  early  life,  and  percussion  was  dull  and  respiration  feeble  in  tiie  left 
infra-clavicular  region.  In  both  patients  leucorrba^ahad  preceded  any  other  local 
symjitom  ;  in  both  this  discbarge  came  from  the  interior  of  the  uterus,  was  thick, 
tenacious,  yellowish  in  one  case,  greenish  in  the  other;  had  a  jieculiar  faint  smell, 
but  not  the  offensive  o'Jor  of  cancer.  In  neither  was  there  any  liemorrhage  ;  and 
menstruation,  which  stUl  continued  in  ttu!  younger  jiatient,  liad  in  her  become  e.\- 
tremci}'  scanty.  Pain  luid  come  on  gi'adually,  had  increased  slowly,  but  amounted 
at  last  after  the  laps(!  of  a  year,  to  intoli^ralile  ceaseless  anguish,  'i'liere  was  some 
tenderness  ovc-r  the  uterus,  which  was  .somewhat  (uilarged  ;  but  there  was  no  hard- 
ness about  the  cervix — no  unhealthy  condition,  either  to  the  toucii  or  eye,  almut 
the  mouth  of  the  womb.  The  Hym]»t()ms  were  not  thos(>  of  cancer  of  ihr  liody  ol' 
the  uterus,  but  they  res(!mblcd  not  a  little  those  described  by  Mr.  Tomlinson  i 
do  not  know  bow  long  either  of  these  patients  liveil,  but  1  know  that  it  was  more 
than  two  years. 
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it;  or  at  the  very  worst,  so  much  might  be  clone  to  retard  its  prog- 
ress, and  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  which  it  occasioned,  that  life 
was  in  many  instances  but  little,  if  at  all  shortened  ;  was  sometimes 
even  scarcely  embittered  by  its  presence. 

In  passing  now,  however,  to  the  investigation  of  the  malignant 
diseases  of  the  womb,  oi  cancer  and  its  allied  disorders,  we  shall 
find  but  few  of  those  mitigating  circumstances  which  lessen  the 
darkness  of  the  picture  in  the  case  of  many  other  incurable  affec- 
tions. Pain,  often  exceeding  in  intensity  all  that  can  be  imagined 
as  most  intolerable,  attended  by  accidents  which  render  the  sufferer 
most  loathsome  to  herself  and  to  those  whom  strong  affection  still 
gathers  round  her  bed ;  the  general  health  broken  down  by  the 
action  of  the  same  poison  as  produces  the  local  suffering,  and  all 
tending  surely,  swiftly,  to  a  fatal  issue,  which  skill  cannot  avert, 
from  which  it  can  scarcely  take  away  its  bitterest  anguish :  such 
are  the  features  in  the  picture  which  I  must  now  call  on  you  to 
contemplate,  and  that  not  hurriedly,  nor  for  a  moment,  but  most 
careful]}"  and  deliberately,  and  in  all  its  various  aspects. 

There  are  indeed  many  reasons  which  prevent  our  passing  over 
the  subject  of  uterine  cancer  (as  we  might  be  glad  to  do)  with  but 
a  passing  notice.  The  frequency  of  the  disease  forbids  it,  for 
scarcely  any  age  is  free  from  its  attack,  while  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  other  form  of  organic  affection  of  the  womb  is  met  with  so 
often,  and  it  is  certain  that  there  is  no  other  so  fatal.  The  dread 
most  naturally  felt,  lest  this  symptom  or  that  symptom  should 
portend  the  outset  or  imply  the  existence  of  cancer,  forbids  it ;  for 
we  are  called  on  over  and  over  again  to  remove  the  apprehen- 
sions of  women  whose  fears  have  been  excited  by  some  uterine 
ailment,  perhaps  of  no  great  moment,  but  out  of  which  they  have 
shaped  to  their  affrighted  fancies  all  the  hideous  features  of  an 
incurable,  an  almost  unbearable  disease.  Isleed  I  say,  then,  how 
much  it  imports  that  we  should  be  able  to  remove  such  apprehen- 
sions when  causeless,  not  by  holding  out  vague  hopes  or  uncer- 
tain expectations,  but  by  positive  assurances  founded  on  large 
and  accurate  experience,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  on  certain  knowl- 
edge ? 

To  those  practitioners  and  writers,  both  English  'and  foreign, 
who  have  taken  the  most  active  part  in  the  study  of  the  inflamma- 
tory affections  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  whose  investigations 
have  led  them  (as  some  believe,  and  I  confess  myself  to  be  of  that 
number)  to  an  exaggerated  estimate  both  of  their  frequency  and 
of  their  importance,  we  yet  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  light 
which  they  have  thrown  on  this  disease,  which  outweighs  many 
overstatements  and  cancels  many  errors.  Cancer  of  the  uterus 
used  before  their  time  to  be  described  as  a  disease  slow  in  prog- 
ress, continuing  in  its  first  quiescent  stage  of  scirrhus  not  only 
for  months,  but  for  years,  and  then,  excited,  by  one  knows  not 
what  cause  to  activity,  passing  into  the  state  of  ulcerated  carcinoma, 
and  thus  at  its  close  quickly  destroying  the  patient.  It  sufficed, 
then,  for  the  neck  of  the  womb  to  be  hard  and  painful,  and  some- 
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what  enlarged,  for  tlie  suspicion  of  malignant  disease  to  be  enter- 
tained, and  for  years  of  causeless  anxiety  to  be  entailed  upon  the 
patient.  Such  and  such-like  were  the  results  which  followed  from 
confounding  the  consequences  of  inflammation  and  of  kindred 
processes,  with  the  changes  which  the  deposit  of  the  elements  of 
cancer  brings  about  in  the  affected  part. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  define  cance?-,  but  if  some  definition 
must  be  adopted,  I  know  of  none  better  than  Miiller's  :^  "  Those 
growths  may  be  termed  cancerous  which  destro}^  the  natural  struc- 
ture of  all  tissues,  which  are  constitutional  from  their  very  com- 
mencement, or  become  so  in  the  natural  process  of  their  develop- 
ment, and  which  when  once  they  have  infected  the  constitution, 
if  extirpated,  invariably  return,  and  conduct  the  person  who  is 
affected  by  them  to  inevitable  destruction."  Taking  this  defini- 
tion, however,  as,  on  the  whole,  the  best  that  can  be  given,  we 
must  still  bear  in  mind  that  morbid  anatomy  and  chemical  research 
have  both,  within  the  five  and  twenty  years  that  have  passed  since 
it  was  framed,  tended  to  show  great  diversities  between  the  differ- 
ent forms  of  carcinoma,  and  to  show  also  that  many  of  those  which 
affect  the  womb  are  local  in  their  origin  and  continue  so  through 
much  of  their  progress ;  and  that  probably  if  we  could  always  dis- 
cover the  existence  of  the  disease  early,  we  often  need  not  despair 
of  its  cure. 

No  form  of  carcinoma  seems  to  be  peculiar  to  the  uterus,  though 
they  do  not  all  occur  with  anything  like  the  same  frequency. 
Fungoid  or  medullary  carcinoma  is  b}'  far  the  most  common  ;  next 
in  frequency  maybe  classed  the  epithelial  varieties  of  the  disease, 
if,  indeed,  it  be  not  more  correct,  as  some  men  of  high  authority 
believe,  to  refer  them  to  a  separate  category  distinct  from  genuine 
cancer.  l^Text  to  them,  but  divided  by  an  interval  which  widens 
in  exact  proportion  as  fresh  evidence  is  brought  to  bear  on  the 
subject,  may  be  classed  scirrhus,  or  hard  cancer;  while  almost  as 
rare,  or,  perhaps  even  more  uncommon,  stands  the  colloid,  or 
alveolar- variety  of  the  disease. 

The  only  attempt  with  which  I  am  acquainted  at  a  numerical 
estimate  of  the  comparative  frequency  of  scirrhus,  or  hard  cancer, 
and  other  varieties  of  maliguant  disease  of  the  womb,  is  the  state- 
ment by  the  late  Professor  Kiwisch,^  that  about  throe  of  ever}' ten 
cases  of  cancer  of  the  womb  are  scirrlions.  This  estimate,  however, 
in  all  probability  much  overrates  the  frequency  of  scirrhus  ;  and  I 
cannot  but  think  that  many  instances  of  firm  medullar}-  cancer 
have  been  regarded  as  scirrhns,  and  this  not  only  by  less  compe- 
tent observers,  but  even  by  Kiwisch  himself.  lie  goes  on  to  say 
"  that  with  the  commencement  of  the  softening  of  fibrous  carci- 
noma, the  pecnliar  cliaracters  of  the  growth  progressively  disap- 
pear;  it  grows  like  mednllary  cancer,  becomes  more  vascular,  and 
is  easily  broken  doAvn  ;  contains  a  pultaccous,  brain-like  substance, 

'  071  Cancer,  &c.,  Eiif,rlisli  triinslalinn,  8vo.,  London,  IS  10,  ji.  28. 
='  0/j.  cii.,  vol.  i,  ]).  518. 
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and  -the  ulcer  "which  forms  upon  it  presents  precisely  the  same  ex- 
ternal appearance,  and  the  same  characters  as  those  which  result 
from  the  breaking  down  of  medullary  cancer." 

The  great  authority  of  Rokitansky^  may  further  he  adduced  in 
support  of  the  opinion  that  "fibrous  cancer  is  of  extreme  rarity;" 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  "medullary  carcinoma  occurs  with  the 
greatest  frequency."  To  sa}^  after  this  that  I  have  not  met  on  a 
post-mortem  examination  with  any  example  of  genuine  scirrhus  of 
the  uterus,  considering  how  few  comparatively  are  my  opportunities 
for  observation  after  death,  may  seem  almost  an  idle  impertinence. 
It  is  more  to  the  purpose,  however,  to  add  that  my  friend  Mr. 
Paget  informs  me  that  he  has  not  met  with  any  instance  of  it,  while 
any  one  who  carefully  examines  the  preparations  in  our  anatomical 
museums  will  find  that  this  disease,  once  said  to  be  so  common,  is 
in  reality  but  seldom  met  with."  It  is  perhaps  not  irrelevant  to 
mention,  that  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  cases  of  uterine  cancer 
of  which  I  have  a  record,  the  disease  appeared  from  an  examination 
during  the  patient's  life  to  be  of  the  medullary  kind  in  a  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  epithelial  in  twenty-eight,  epithelial  and  fungoid 
combined  in  two,  and  colloid  in  two,  while  in  only  one  instance 
did  I  recognize  the  character  of  scirrhus,  though  I  have  seen  some 
cases  of  alleged  scirrhus  in  which  the  history  of  the  patient  and 
the  result  of  long-continued  observation,  plainly  showed  the  name 
to  have  been  misapplied,  and  the  enlargement  and  induration  to 
be  due  to  causes  of  a  perfectly  innocent  kind.^ 

In  spite  of  clifterences  on  other  points,  all  observers  are  agreed 
that  the  neck  of  the  womb,  or  rather  that  j)art  of  it  which  projects 
into  the  vagina,  the  portio  vaginalis,  is  the  point  at  which  cancer 
generally  commences,  and  to  which,  for  a  season,  it  is  confined.  Its 
mode  of  commencement  differs,  according  as  the  disease  belongs 
to  the  epithelial  or  to  the  medullary  form.  In  the  first  case,  the 
papillse  of  the  os  uteri  seem  to  be  the  point  of  departure  of  the 
evil,  and  a  large,  granular,  sprouting  outgrowth  not  infrequently 
projects  into  the  vagina,  while  still  the  subjacent  tissue  is  but  little 
involved.  In  the  second  case,  the  morbid  deposit  takes  place  in 
the  substance  of  the  part,  enlarging,  but  thickening  far  more  than 
lengthening  it,  increasing  the  size  of  the  lips  of  the  uterus,  ren- 
dering them  hard  and  tense,  though  still  not  without  a  certain 
elasticity,  and  at  the  same  time  irregular  and  nodulated ;  while  as 
they  enlarge  they  usually  gape,  and  leave  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
ancl  the  lower  part  of  its  cervical  canal  more  widely  open  than  in 
a  state  of  health. 

On  making  an  incision  into  the  parts  which  have  thus  lost  their 
ordinary  characters,  the  place  of  the  natural  structure  of  the  uterus 

1  Pathologische  Anatomic,  vol.  iii,  p.  550. 

2  I  am  well  aware  that  this  superficial  kind  of  examination  which  alone  is  prac- 
ticable during  life,  is  almost  valueless  towards  the  decision  of  a  question  concerning 
which  much  difference  of  opinion  exists,  even  among  the  most  morbid  anatomists, 
such  as  Yirchow  and  Eokitansky.  The  rarity  Of  true  scirrhus  is  the  one  point 
concernin£c  which  all  are  agreed. 
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is  found  to  be  more  or  less  occupied  by  a  white,  firm,  semi-trans- 
parent deposit,  which  in. some  parts  seems  infiltrated  into  the 
proper  tissue  of  the  womb,  in  others  has  entirely  taken  its  place. 
This  deposit  is  always  more  abundant  near  the  mucous  surface  of 
the  organ  than  towards  its  outer  wall ;  and  a  thin  layer  of  mus- 
cular substance  maj^  often  be  detected  beneath  the  peritoneal  in- 
vestment of  the  uterus,  even  when  the  conversion  of  its  tissues 
into  cancerous  structure  has  been  most  complete. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  after  death  one  finds  nothing  more  than 
this  substitution  of  cancerous  deposit  for  the  proper  tissue  of  the 
womb.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  softening  takes  place,  even 
while  the  part  involved  is  but  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the 
womb ;  softening  is  soon  followed  by  death  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  OS  uteri ;  an  ulcer  forms,  a  ragged  uneven  sore,  with 
raised,  irregular,  hardened  edges;  and  a  dirty  putrilage  covering- 
its  uneven  surface,  takes  the  place  of  the  smooth  but  enlarged  lips 
of  the  organ.  Or,  if  the  disease  go  on  still  further,  the  lips  of  the 
womb  and  its  cervix  are  altogether  destroyed,  and  a  soft,  dirty 
white  flocculent  substance  covers  the  uneven,  granular,  and  hard- 
ened substance,  which  alone  marks  their  former  situation. 

These  ulcerations,  when  once  formed,  increase  with  great  rapid- 
ity, a  fact  of  which  I  have  more  than  once  seen  remarkable  illus- 
trations. A  patient,  aged  forty-nine  years,  was  admitted  under 
my  care  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  whose  symptoms  con- 
sisted of  hemorrhage,  at  first  profuse,  afterwards  occurring  fre- 
quently and  without  cause,  though  in  less  abundance,  and  with  it 
some  pain  in  the  back  had  of  late  been  associated.  The  uterus 
was  low  down,  quite  movable  in  the  pelvis,  and  not  much  enlarged. 
The  posterior  lip  was  thin,  and  seemed  health}^,  tlie  anterior  was 
thick,  hard,  and  nodulated,  though  the  mucous  membrane  covering 
the  surface  of  both  appeared  healthy  under  the  speculum.  Twelve 
days  afterwards  the  examination  was  repeated,  and  the  advance  of 
disease  within  this  short  time  was  very  remarkable.  The  posterior 
lip  was  now  no  longer  thin  and  natural,  but  thickened,  puckered, 
and  uneven,  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  anterior  lip  was  irregular, 
as  if  from  ulceration,  while  the  introduction  of  the  speculum  showed 
the  surface  to  be  uneven,  ragged,  black,  and  bleeding. 

I  have  seen  other  similar  cases,  but  none  in  which  the  occur- 
rence of  ulceration  was  so  sudden,  or  its  subsequent  progress  so 
rapid  as  in  this  instance.  It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  occur- 
rence of  ulceration  in  all  instances.  Commonl}' it  is  preceded  by 
softening  of  the  morbi<l  de}>osit,  but  this  is  by  no  means  constant, 
for  inr  the  very  instance  which  I  have  related,  and  in  others  too, 
in  which  it  has  been  possible  to  fix  the  date  of  the  ulceration,  and 
to  trace  its  subsequent  progress,  the  cancerous  substance  round 
tlie  ulcer  lias  been,  and  has  still  continued  firm.  Mere  rapidity 
of  growth,  too,  does  not  of  itself  produce  ulceration,  for  some  in- 
stances of  rai)i(lly  growing  medullary  cancer  of  the  womb  excite 
our  8US[»icioii,  and  yet  obscure  our  diagnosis  by  the  absence  of 
ulceration  even  up  to  a  late  pei'iod.     All  tlial  we  can  venture  to 
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assert  with  reference  to  the  subject  is,  that  in  all  forms  of  cancer 
of  the  womb  (with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  that  of  its  body), 
ulceration  and  the  formation  of  an  open  sore  take  place  sooner 
or  later;  and  further,  that  this  ulceration  may  occur  in  one  of 
two  ways,^  either  proceeding  from  within  outwards,  in  which  case 
it  is  preceded  by  softening  of  the  cancerous  tissues,  or  from  with- 
out inwards ;  the  vitality  of  the  investing  membrane  of  the  uterine 
lips  being  destroyed  first,  just  in  the  same  way  as  the  vitality  of 
the  skin  is  sometimes  destroyed  over  a  cancerous  tumor  of  the 
breast. 

A  few  days  often  suffice  to  give  to  the  ulceration  the  dimen- 
sions and  even  the  depth  which  it  may  be  found  to  retain  for 
months  subsequently.  The  patient,  indeed,  grows  worse,  the  dis- 
charges continue,  composed  of  pus  from  the  ulcerated  surface, 
fetid  from  the  admixture  with  it  of  dead  and  decaying  materials, 
tinged  with  blood  from  the  giving  way  of  some  of  the  vessels 
distributed  to  the  granulations,  while  every  now  and  then  abun- 
dant hemorrhages  break  forth,  profuse  enough,  perhaps,  to  excite 
apprehensions  even  for  the  patient's  present  safety.  If  we  ex- 
amine, we  find  sprouting  granulations  or  positive  fungous  out- 
growth from  the  surface,  and,  then,  after  a  time,  the  fungus  dis- 
appears, the  surface  feels  less  uneven,  the  edges  less  unhealthy, 
and  we  can  almost  persuade  ourselves  that  here  and  there-a  process 
of  cicatrization  has  begun.  And  yet  healing  does  not  take  place. 
"The  cancer  sore  does  not  heal,  because  its  base,  the  cancer- 
substance,  is  not  cicatrix  tissue,  and  consequently  can  form  no 
scar,  and  the  apparent  scars  which  now  and  then  form  are  never 
lasting.  It  does  not  heal,  because  the  outgrowth  is  constantly 
going  on ;  it  does  not  heal,  because  no  skinning  takes  place  upon 
its  surface;  and,  lastly,  it  does  not  heal,  because  the  new-formed 
tissue  speedily  dies  again. "^  ISTew  formation  and  death  of  the 
newly-formed  tissues  go  on  in  constant  succession;  a  series  of 
abortive  attempts  at  cure,  such  as  prevent  the  rapid  extension  of 
the  ulcer,  such  as  cheer  the  patient  with  delusive  hopes  of  re- 
covery, such  as  sometimes  mislead  the  unwary,  even  among  mem- 
bers of  our  own  profession  ,  and  such  as,  I  blush  to  say  it,  furnish 
the  wretched  charlatan  with  a  fair  pretext  for  the  most  despicable 
of  all  falsehoods ;  for  those  with  which,  for  his  own  behoof,  the 
doctor  dares  to  impose  on  the  credulity  of  his  patient. 

Slowly,  however,  though  the  disease  may  sometimes  seem  to 
advance,  it  yet  does  advance,  cancerous  deposits  extending  from 
the  cervix  into  the  substance  of  the  body  of  the  uterus;  the  uew- 

'  See,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  Paget,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  334. 

2  Bruch,  Uehe7-  die  Diagnose  der  bosariigenGeschwiilstei  8vo.,  Mainz,  1847,  p.  454. 
The  few  isolated  instances  of  spontaneous  cure  of  cancer  limited  to  iha  portio  vagi- 
nalis do  not  invalidate  the  general  truth  of  this  statement.  Such  a  cure  takes  place, 
according  to  Eokitansky,  PatJiol.  Anafomie,  3d  ed.  vol.  iii,  p.  495,  by  a  process  of 
sloughing  ulceration  ;  the  consequent  loss  of  substance'leaving  a  funnel-shaped 
scar,  with  its  apex  directed  upwards  towards  the  internal  orifice  of  the  uterus.  See 
a  case  "of  Scanzoni's,  op.  cit.,  p.  282 ;  and  some  remarks  of  Wagner,  Der  Gebdr- 
mutlerkrebs,  Bvc,  Leipzig,  1858,  p.  27. 
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formed  tissues  dying,  and  dying  on  the  whole  to  a  greater  extent 
than  they  are  reproduced,  until  at  length  the  lips  of  the  os  are 
quite  destroj^ed,  the  portio  vaginalis  of  the  cervix  is  destroyed  too, 
and  a  widely  gaping  opening,  with  thick,  hard,  and  irregular  edges, 
is  all  that  is  left  to  mark  the  point  where  the  womb  begins,  and 
the  canal  leading  to  it  ends.  Often,  though  not  invariabl}^,  a  step 
preliminary  to  this  occurrence  is  the  formation  of  adhesions  be- 
tween the  lips  of  the  uterus  and  the  contiguous  surfaces  of  the 
vagina.  Sometimes  these  adhesions  are  limited  to  one  lip,  often 
they  involve  both,  and  to  them  is  in  a  great  measure  due  that  ap- 
parent shortening  of  the  vagina  which  is  very  marked  in  many 
cases  of  uterine  cancer,  and  which  does  not  at  all  imply  the  pre- 
vious occurrence  of  any  descent  of  the  womb.  In  the  softer 
kind  of  medullary  cancer,  in  which  this  condition  is  met  with 
most  frequently,  and  in  the  greatest  degree,  the  surface  of  the 
portio  vaginalis  and  the  walls  of  the  vagina  become  sometimes  so 
completely  fused  together  that  a  mere  thickened  ring  is  all  that 
indicates  the  situation  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  Even  this,  at 
length,  becomes  indistinct,  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  cancer- 
ous disease  along  the  vaginal  walls,  and  the  finger  at  last  discovers 
no  distinction  between  the  uterus  and  vagina,  but  finds  only  that 
the  uneven  walls  of  the  canal  end  in  a  cavity  filled  with  a  dirty 
putrilage. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  this  fusion  between  the  two  surfaces  does 
not  take  place,  but  nevertheless  the  vagina  becomes  almost  always 
implicated  in  the  advance  of  the  disease.  Cancerous  deposit  takes 
place  in  its  cellular  tissue,  confined  at  first  pretty  much  to  the  roof 
of  the  vagina,  where  it  produces  that  thickening,  hardness,  and 
resistance,  which  render  the  cancerous  womb  less  movable  than 
natural.  "With  the  lapse  of  time  the  deposit  both  becomes  more 
considerable  at  its  original  seat,  and  also,  extends  further  and 
further  along  the  canal,  shortening  as  well  as  thickening  it,  while 
general  hypertrophy  of  the  tissues  tends  to  the  same -result.  Nor 
is  the  disease  confined  to  the  substance  of  the  vagina,  but  it  afi'ects 
the  mucous  lining  in  almost  every  instance,  and  this,  as  might  be 
expected,  most  remarkably  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  womb. 
The  whole  mucous  membrane,  indeed,  is  often  red  and  inflamed, 
but  as  the  neck  of  the  uterus  is  approached  it  is  also  found  soft- 
ened and  thickened.  Small  spots  of  whitish  cancerous  deposit, 
from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  barle3^-corn,  not  unfre- 
quently  beset  the  up])er  part  of  the  canal,  and  unhealthy,  super- 
ficial ulcerations,  usually  irregular  in  form,  and  having  a  transverse 
direction,  are  often  present.  These  ulcerations  are  said  by  M. 
Lebert^  seldom  to  have  a  cancerous  base,  and  are  probably  due  in 
great  measure  to  the  acrid  nature  of  the  discharge  in  which  tlie 
upper  ]iart  of  the  canal  is  almost  constantly  bathed.  AVhat  ron- 
dcr.s  thi.s  opinion  the  more  jtrobable  is,  that  in  cases  of  epithelial 

1  Op.  clt.,  p.  230. 
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cancer  in  which  this  discharge  is  often  absent,  the  ulcerations  are 
also  commonly  wanting. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  while  disease  advances  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  uterus,  the  rest  of  the  organ  is  not  left  in  a 
healthy  state.  If  life  is  sufficiently  prolonged,  the  deposit  by 
degrees  extends  further  and  further  upwards,  till  even  as  high  as 
the  ligaments  of  the  ovaries,  or  sometimes  higher  still,  the  walls 
of  the  organ  are  thickened  by  infiltration  of  cancerous  matter,  or 
are  completely  converted  into  it.  This,  however,  is  not  the  only 
cause  of  that  enlargement  of  the  whole  uterus  which  is  met  with 
in  almost  every  case  of  carcinoma.  In  other  organs  of  the  body, 
the  advance  of  cancerous  deposit,  and  the  wasting  and  disappear- 
ance of  the  proper  tissue  of  the  part,  go  on  simultaneously  and  in 
equal  proportions.  In  the  case  of  the  uterus,  however,  that  dis- 
position to  growth  and  development  of  which  we  have  seen  so 
many  illustrations,  shows  itself  even  during  the  progress  of  ma- 
lignant disease.  The  walls  thicken  in  parts  which  the  cancer  has 
not  yet  reached,  for  the  increased  afflux  of  blood  brings  with  it 
an  increased  activity  of  growth,  and  even  in  those  situations 
where  the  malignant  deposit  is  abundant,  there  remains  up  to  a 
late  period  a  layer  of  muscular  fibre  bounding  it  externally;  the 
product,  as  I  imagine,  of  new  formation,  not  simply  the  residue 
of  the  original  parietes  of  the  organ. 

But  though  the  cancerous  disease,  either  for  the  reason  which  I 
have  assigned,  or  on  some  other  account  as  yet  inexplicable, 
seldom  reaches  to  and  involves  the  external  surface  of  the  womb, 
its  mucous  lining  has  no  such  immunity  from  disease.  Its  con- 
dition, however,  is  very  variable.  Sometimes  nothing  more  is 
apparent  than  a  general  and  intense  redness  of  the  interior  of  the 
womb;  but  much  more  frequently  the  uterine  lining  membrane 
is  covered  by  a  dark  offensive  secretion,  and  is  beset  here  and  there 
by  small  white  deposits  of  cancer.  If  disease  is  more  advanced, 
the  mucous  membrane  is  absent,  at  any  rate  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  uterine  cavity,  and  the  surface  is  uneven  and  granular  from 
the  infiltration  of  cancerous  deposit  into  the  uterine  tissue.  On 
one  occasion,  too,  I  found  the  whole  interior  of  the  womb  lined 
by  a  white  membraniform  layer  of  cancerous  deposit,  beneath 
which  its  substance  was  irregular  and  granular,  as  if  ulcerated. 

This  partial  destruction  of  its  mucous  lining,  and  this  granular 
state  of  its  interior,  occasion  that  roughness  which  the  finger  so 
constantly  perceives  when  introduced  within  the  orifice  of  the 
cancerous  womb.  There  is,  however,  besides,  in  many  instances 
of  uterine  carcinoma,  a  distinct  polypoid  cancerous  outgrowth, 
which  springs  from  Low  down  in  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  or  from 
the  upper  part  of  its  cervix,  seldom  attaining  any  considerable 
size,  but  varying  from  month  to  month,  and  usually  disappearing 
altogether  as  ulceration  advances,  and  as  the  uterine  structure  is 
with  its  advance  more  and  more  extensively  destroyed.  Besides 
these,  which  are  usually  but  temporary  phenomena,  there  are  dis- 
tinct malignant  polypi,  concerning  which  I  must  say  more  pres- 
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ently,  but  about  which  it  may  suffice  now  to  mention  that  they 
may  be  formed  independent!}^  of  disease  of  the  os  or  cervix  uteri, 
though  those  parts,  too,  become  almost  invariably  inVolved  in  the 
progress  of  the  cancerous  growth. 

If  now  from  the  substance  of  the  womb  and  its  interior  we  pass 
to  the  study  of  the  alterations  which  cancerous  disease  brings  about 
on  its  external  surface,  we  shall  find  occasion  to  notice  many  im- 
portant changes,  though  none  perhaps  so  striking  as  those  which 
we  have  already  observed.  Many  circumstances  concur  to  pro- 
duce that  firm  fixing  of  the  uterus  in  the  pelvic  cavity  which  is 
observable  in  almost  every  instance  .of  carcinoma  of  the  medullary 
kind,  except  in  its  very  earliest  stages.  It  is  partly  brought  about 
by  a  chronic  form  of  peritonitis,  which  is  generally,  though  not 
constantly  limited  to  the  parts  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
pelvis,  and  which  glues  the  womb  to  the  rectum  and  bladder. 
This,  however,  is  not  its  only  cause,  but  infiltration  of  cancerous 
matter  between  the  uterus  and  adjacent  parts,  and  between  the 
folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  tends  to  fix  it  in  the  pelvis,  and  to 
form  it  and  the  parts  connected  with  it  into  one  immovable  mass. 
These  deposits  usuallj'  take  place  on  the  visceral  surface  of  the 
peritoneum,  and  are  sometimes  so  extensive  as  to  be  the  apparent 
occasion  of  a  degree  of  wasting  of  the  womb  itself,  which  I  have 
once  or  twice  found,  in  the  midst  of  abundant  medullary  deposit, 
small  and  shrunken,  and  its  outer  surface  rough,  as  if  partially 
eroded  or  destroyed  by  the  morbid  structure.  "While  these  deposits 
are  but  inconsiderable,  they  may  still  be  seen  in  small  patches 
beneath  the  peritoneum;  but  with  their  increase  the  peritoneum 
too  becomes  involved,  and  at  length  is  undistinguishable  in  the 
midst  of  the  large  mass  of  cancerous  disease  which  conceals  the 
"uterus  and  its  appendages  from  view.  In  cases  where  these 
deposits  are  most  abundant,  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to  find 
softened  cancerous  matter  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  or  between  the 
folds  of  the  broad  ligaments  ;  while  sometimes  the  intestines  are 
matted  together  above  the  pelvic  brim,  so  as  to  form  the  upper 
wall  of  an  irregular  cavity  lined  with  cancerous  matter,  while  now 
and  then  a  real  fecal  abscess  is  produced  by  the  extension  of  the 
disease  to  the  intestines,  and  their  consequent  perforation. 

More  frequent  than  the  actual  destruction  of  the  peritoneum  by 
deposits  of  cancer  beneath  it,  is  the  occurrence  of  numerous  small 
masses  of  the  same  su1)stance  on  its  outer  surface.  These  are 
sometimes  flat  and  sessile,  like  small  tubercles  distributed  over 
it;  at  other  times  they  are  connected  with  the  serous  membrane 
by  a  small  and  slender  membranous  pedicle,  similar  to  that  by 
which  small  fibrous  outgi'owths  are  not  infrequently  attached  to 
the  lundus  and  adjacent  })arts  of  the  womb.  On  two  occasions  I 
have  also  found,  in  the  midst  of  the  cancerous  substance  which 
enveloped  the  uterus,  serous  cysts  of  the  size  of  a  filbert,  contain- 
ing a  rather  deep  straw-colored,  transparent  serum,  their  walls 
thin,  their  outer  surface  free,  their  inner  connoctiMl  with  the  uterus 
itself  by  the  interposition  of  a  layer  of  cancci-ous  substance  of 
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uncertain  thickness.  In  one  instance,  five  cysts  were  present,  and 
the  material  which  surrounded  them,  and  which  al^o  had  matted 
together  the  uterine  appendages,  was  intermingled  fat  and  cancer 
substance.  In  the  other  case,  there  was  only  one  cyst,  but  it  also 
was  surrounded  by  a  very  abundant  deposit  of  cancer.  These 
cysts  showed  no  sign  of  endogenous  growth  in  their  interior,  but 
appeared  to  be  simple  serous  cysts,  such  as  sometimes  form  on 
the  exterio^^'of  the  uterus,  independent  of  any  other  disease.  I 
am  therefore  uncertain  in  what  relation  they  stood  to  the  cancer- 
ous deposits,  whether  in  that  of  mere  accidental  complication,  or 
whether  the  connection  between  the  two  was  more  intimate.' 

Reference  has  ah-eadybeen  made  to  the  formation  of  adhesions 
between  the  uterine  lips  and  the  vaginal  walls,  and  it  is  obvious 
enough  that  when  this  takes  place,  the  extension  of  disease  to  the 
substance  of  the  vagina  is  almost  sure  to  follow.  It  is  matter  of 
observation,  however,  that  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  and  the 
bladder  are  much  more  frequently  involved  by  the  advance  of 
uterine  cancer  than  are  its  posterior  wall  and  the  rectum.  It  has 
been  attempted  to  explain  this  occurrence  by  the  assumption  that 
cancer  oftener  attacks  the  anterior  than  the  posterior  lip  of  the 
uterus ;  but  facts  do  not  bear  out  this  assertion,  and  my  own  ex- 
perience, indeed,  would  lead  me  rather  to  the  conclusion  that 
cancer  is  oftener  limited  to  the  posterior,  and  that  certainly  the 
disease  of  the  posterior  lip  is  often  further  advanced  than  that  of 
the  anterior.  The  intimate  connection  between  the  neck  of  the 
womb  and  the  bladder,  parts  which  are  separated  only  by  the 
intervention  of  a  fold  of  the  pelvic  fascia,  while  posteriorly  the 
peritoneum  descends  even  below  the  level  of  the  commencement 
of  the  portio  vaginalis,  accounts  much  more  satisfactorily  for  the 
more  speedy  infiltration  of  cancerous  matter  into  parts  contiguous 
with  the  front  than  with  the  back  of  the  organ.^ 

Though,  perhaps,  not  strictly  in  place,  it  will  yet  be  convenient 
to  add  a  few  words  more  about  the  aflection  of  the  bladder  in  cases 
of  uterine  cancer.  It  is  by  no  means  unusu'al,  independent  of  any 
trace  of  cancerous  deposit  in  the  organ,  to  find  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bladder  intensely  congested  and  of  a  deep  red  color, 
sometimes  inflamed,  even  ulcerated,  pus  covering  its  rugpe,  and  all 
the  coats  of  the  organ  thickened,  showing,  what  indeed  the  dysuria 

1  In  all  the  cases  of  serous  cysts  of  the  uterus  described  by  Huguier  in  his  very 
valuable  Essay  in  vol.  i  of  the  Memoires  de  I' Academic  de  Chi7'urgie,  chap,  ii,  pp. 
295—325,  and  plates  iv  and  v,  the  cysts  v^ere  sub-peritoneal.  Those  which  I  ob- 
served in  the  two  cases  above  described  were  similar  to  the  cysts  delineated  by 
Boivin  and  Duges  in  plates  xiv  and  xxxiii,  fig.  1,  of  their  Atlas,  but  of  which  they 
give  no  particular  description. 

^  Wagner,  op.  cit.,  pp.  49  and  60,  gives  th£  proportions  as  38  per  cent,  of  the 
former  to  16  per  cent,  of  the  latter.  His  data,  however,  bring  out  a  fact  for  which 
I  was  not  prepared — namely,  the  much  greater  frequency  of  recto-vaginal  than  of 
vesico-vaginal  fistula  as  the  result  of  cancerous  disease."  It  appears  that  while 
there  were  but  twenty-eight  cases  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula  in  eighty-three  instances 
of  cancerous  disease  of  the  bladder,  fistulous  communication  with  the  vagina 
existed  in  twenty-four  out  of  thirty-three  cases  in  which  cancer  had  implicated 
the  rectum. 
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during  the  patient's  life  but  too  constantly  announces,  how  close 
tlie  sympathy  is  between  the  bladder  and  the  womb.  The  mode 
in  which  the  first  anatomical  evidence  of  positive  disease  of  the 
bladder  appears  is  not  constant.  Sometimes  the  mischief  seems 
entirel}'  to  proceed  from  without  inwards,  and  then  at  one  spot, 
where  the  bladder  and  vagina  are  closely  united,  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  former  viscus  may  present  a  slightly  flocculenc 
appearance.  If  touched,  it  will  be  found  to  be  soften et\;  if  pressed 
on  with  a  probe,  it  will  give  way ;  the  cancerous  deposit  has  gradu- 
ally destroyed  all  the  intervening  tissues,  and  a  few  days  more 
would  have  sufficed  for  the  production  of  a  fistulous  opening.  In 
other  instances,  disease  attacks  the  bladder,  secondarily  indeed, 
but  independently  of  mere  extension  to  it  by  continuity  of  tissue. 
Deposits  of  cancer,  in  the' form  of  small  flat  whitish  tubercles,  take 
place  beneath  its  mucous  membrane ;  not  limited  to  that  part 
where  the  uterus  or  the  vagina  and  bladder  are  in  immediate  con- 
tact, though  generally  much  more  abundant  there  than  elsewhere. 
These  tubercles  enlarge  somewhat,  though  they  do  not  coalesce 
nor  attain  any  considerable  size,  but  they  destroy  the  mucous 
membrane  above  them,  while  that  of  the  rest  of  the  organ  is  gener- 
ally inflamed,  thickened,  and  sometimes  even  ulcerated.  "When 
the  fistulous  opening  has  once  formed,  the  bladder  undergoes  all 
those  changes  that  attend  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  however  pro- 
duced, only -aggravated  by  the  constant  advances  of  the  disease  by 
which  the  fistula  was  occasioned. 

But  to  return  to  that  more  special  study  of  cancer  of  the  womb 
itself  which  is  our  present  business,  I  may  observe,  that  though  the 
description  of  the  disease  already  given  holds  good  to  a  great  extent 
of  all  forms  of  uterine  cancer,  there  are  some  varieties  of  the  disease 
in  which  deviations  occur  from  its  most  common  course.  It  has 
been  stated  as  a  general  rule,  that  cancer  begins  in  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  and  this  statement  is  open  to  almost  as  few  exceptions 
as  the  directly  opposite  one  with  reference  to  the  exclusive  seat  of 
fibrous  tumors  in  the  body  of  the  organ.  In  three,  however,  out 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  cases  of  uterine  cancer,  the  disease 
occupied  the  body  of  the  organ,  and  ran  its  course  to  a  fatal  issue 
without  the  occurrence  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  or  of  any 
change  in  its  condition,  such  as  during  life  could  lead  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  its  being  the  seat  of  malignant  disease,  though  its  tissue 
was  found  after  death  infiltrated  w^ith  cancerous  deposit.  In  all 
of  tliese  cases  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus  was  very  considerable ; 
in  one  it  measured  five  inches  in  length,  in  a  second  six  inclies, 
and  in  the  third  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  adult  head.  This  in- 
crease of  size  was  due  in  two  of  the  cases  to  the  extreme  thickening 
of  the  uterine  walls  by  infiltration  of  cancerous  deposit,  which  in 
one  had  converted  the  whole  organ  into  a  tolerably  uniform  mass 
of  s(jft,  indistlMctly  lil)rous  tissue,  of  a  dirty  grayish-white  color, 
soaked  in  a  dii-ty  serum,  very  soft,  but  tearing  most  readily  in  a 
longitudinal  direction,  while  no  trace  of  mucous  membrane  was 
discoverable,  nor  any  remains  of  uterine  cavity  beyond  half  an 
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inch  from  tlie  orifice  of  tlie  womb,  whicli  was  small  ,and  circular, 
and  outwardly  presented  no  evidence  of  disease.  In  the  other  case, 
the  walls  of  the  uterus  were  similarly  thickened,  though  in  a  less 
degree,  and  the  uterine  cavity  was  not  obliterated,  but  a  mass  of 
soft  medullary  cancer,  of  the  size  of  a  walnut,  projected  into  it, 
springing  from  a  little  above  the  situation  of  the  internal  os  uteri. 
Externally,  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  were  healthy,  their  surface  per- 
fectl}'"  smooth  and  of  a  vivid  red  color.  This  character  continued 
to  just  within  the  cervix,  but  there  the  mucous  membrane  at  once 
became  roughened,  of  a  red  color,  with  dead-white  spots  of  can- 
cerous deposit  showing  through  it  everywhere.^  A  similarly 
healthy  state  of  the  os  existed  in  the  third  instance,  in  which  the 
uterus  measured  five  inches  in  length.  The  organ  in  that  case 
was  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  softening  carcinomatous  matter,  but 
its  walls  were  not  infiltrated  with  malignant  deposit.  The  in- 
creased size  of  the  womb,  indeed,  was  due  to  expansion  of  its 
cavity ;  not  at  all  to  thickening  of  its  walls ;  but  their  inner  sur- 
face presented  a  very  remarkable  appearance,  being  everywhere 
beset  by  small  warty  growths,  or  irregularities,  among  which  were 
one  or  two  rather  larger  than  the  rest,  but  even  these  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  size  of  a  pea.  These  granulations  were  quite  sessile,  and 
the  surface  altogether  looked  more  like  that  of  a  chronically  ulcer- 
ated bladder  than  of  a  part  the  seat  of  morbid  deposit.  In  the 
substance  of  these  granulations  no  distinct  cancer-cells  were  found, 
but  at  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  where  the  walls  were  generally 
very  thin,  there  was  an  aperture  of  communication  large  enough 
to  allow  the  finger  to  pass  between  the  cavity  of  the  womb  and  the 
mass  of  carcinoma  which  surrounded  it.  Here,  too,  the  uterine 
wall  was  softened  and  disintegrated,  and  seemed  infiltrated  with 
the  same  kind  of  matter. 

Besides  these  cases,  two  others  out  of  the  total  one  hundred  and 
seventy  presented  a  great  preponderance  of  disease  in  the  interior 
of  the  womb,  though  the  lips  were  not  in  a  healthy  condition.  It 
was  clear,  however,  in  both  instances,  that  the  mischief  had  pro- 
ceeded from  within  outwards,  not  in  its  usual  course;  and  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  commencement  of  cancerous  disease  in 
the  interior  of  the  womb,  instead  of  about  its  orifice  or  in  the  sub- 
stance of  its  neck,  is  not  of  that  extreme  rarity  which  is  generally 
supposed. 

Lastly,  in  connection  with  those  cases  in  which  the  os  uteri 
escapes  the  cancerous  deposit,  or  becomes  aflfected  only  second- 
arily, some  mention  must  be  made  of  those  rare  instances  in  which 
pohipi  of  malignant  structure  grow  from  the  interior  of  the  uterus, 
independent  of  previous  disease  of  its  orifice.  Reference  has 
already  been  made  to  the  frequent  formation  of  polypoid  out- 

1  A  brief  but  interesting  description  of  several  cases  of  Ibis  kindis  given  by  Dr. 
Simpson  in  his  Obstetric  Memoirs,  &c.,  vol.  i,  p.  193,  and  a  more  or  less  detailed 
account  of  many  others  collected  from  different  sources  will  be  found  in  Wagner, 
oj).  cit.,  pp.  122-133. 
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growths  of  malignant  structure  during  the  course  of  general 
uterine  cancer,  but  these  outgrowths  are,  for  the  most  part,  of  in- 
considerable size,  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  the  general  mass 
of  disease,  and  disappear  with  the  advance  of  the  carcinoma. 
IsTow  and  then,  however,  at  a  time  when  the  lips  of  the  os  are 
still  unaffected,  an  outgrowth  of  cancerous  tissue,  generally  of  the 
medullary  kind,  springs  from  the  interior  of  the  womb,  and  de- 
scends into  the  vagina.  The  point  of  origin  of  such  malignant 
polypi  is  usually  low  down  in  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  or  actually 
within  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  but  occasionally  they  spring  from 
its  fundus.  Of  this  a  remarkable  illustration  is  given  by  Boivin 
and  Duges,  and  an  instance  of  it  came  under  my  own  observation 
some  years  since  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  into  which  institu- 
tion a  woman  came  to  die,  apparently  of  ascites.  An  abundant 
and  very  oflensive  vaginal  discharge  attracted  attention  to  the 
state  of  her  womb,  when  a  polypus  considerably  larger  than  the 
fist  was  discovered  in  the  vagina.  After  her  death,  in  addition  to 
extensive  cancerous  deposits  in  various  abdominal  viscera,  the 
walls  of  the  uterus  were  found  thickened  by  medullary  deposit, 
and  its  cavity  distended  by  the  polypus,  which  sprang  by  a  pedi- 
cle half  the  size  of  the  wrist  from  the  fundus  of  the  womb.  The 
polypus  was  of  a  very  soft  texture,  and  possessed  of  considerable 
vascularity.  One  other  case  of  cancerous  polypus  has  come  under 
my  observation.  The  outgrowth  was  of  much  smaller  size,  and, 
as  well  as  could  be  ascertained,  sprang  from  low  down  in  the  body 
of  the  womb.  It  projected  but  a  short  distance  into  the  vagina, 
and  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  looked  healthy,  though  there  was  some 
degree  of  thickening  and  induration  of  the  posterior  lip.  I  be- 
lieve, indeed,  tliat  though  the  formation  of  the  malignant  poly- 
pus may  precede  other  disease  in  the  womb,  yet  the  cancer  before 
long  extends  to  the  uterine  walls,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  malig- 
nant outgrowths  having  ever  been  found  in  an  otherwise  healthy 
uterus. 

I  believe  that  I  have  twice  met  with  alveolar  cancer  of  the 
womb,  but  in  one  instance  only  have  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
corroborating  my  opinion  by  an  examination  after  death.  In  that 
case  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  were  nearly  destroyed,  and  a  layer  of 
dense  medullar}^  carcinoma  formed  the  base  from  which  projected 
numerous  semi-transparent  warty  granulations,  occupying  the 
whole  interior  of  the  uterus,  and  filled  with  a  rather  firm  semi- 
transparent  gelatinous  matter,  such  as  Lebert,^  who  appears  to 
have  met  with  this  condition  several  times,  speaks  of  as  its  char- 
acteristic. 

The  ejyithelial  cancer  of  the  uterus  presents  itself  under  two 
forms;  either  assuming  the  character  of  a  granular  outgrowtli 
from  the  lips  of  the  uterus,  or  else  oi'  an  intractable  ulceralion  of 
their  snriiice.  In  its  most  characteristic  form,  the  first  variety  is 
the  caulijluwer  excrescence  of  l^r.  John  and  iSir  Charles  Clarke; 

'   Traitc  dcs  MaLadiea  Cancercuses,  8vo.,  Paris,  1851,  p.  217. 
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but  of  far  more  common  occurrence  are  cases  which,  though 
essentially  the  same,  present  points  of  difference  approximating 
them  to  ordinary  medullary  cancer. 

In  its  very  earlj^  stages,  epithelial  cancer^  of  the  womb  has  only 
twice  come  under  ni}'  observation  ;  for  the  comparatively  trifling 
symptoms  to  which  it  at  first  gives  rise  seldom  force  themselves 
upon  the  attention  of  our  patients.  In  one  of  the  instances  in 
which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  disease  of  the  uterus  at 
its  commencement,  it  was  secondary  to  the  same  affection  in  the 
vagina,  but  in  the  other  the  vagina  was  perfectly  healthy.  In  the 
first  case  there  was  a  patch  of  the  size  of  a  shilling  on  the  surface 
of  the  posterior  uterine  lip,  somewhat  raised  above  the  surround- 
ing surface,  of  a  vivid  red  color,  bleeding  readily,  and  with  a 
papillary  structure  so  fine  that  it  closely  resembled  the  pile  of  red 
velvet.  In  the  second  case  the  disease  occupied  the  anterior  part 
of  the  anterior  uterine  lip,  the  outer  edge  of  which  felt  sharp-cut 
and  everted,  and  the  speculum  discovered  on  it  a  small  patch  of 
abrasion,  soft  and  velvety  to  the  touch,  and  seen  under  the  specu- 
lum to  be  beset  with  fine  sessile  granulations.  In  all  other 
instances  that  have  come  under  my  notice,  the  disease  has  been 
much  more  advanced,  the  cervix  of  the  womb  has  been  already 
somewhat  increased  in  size,  the  os  uteri  not  open,  but  its  lips  flat- 
tened and  expanded,  so  that  their  edge,  which  felt  a  little  ragged, 
projected  a  line  or  two  beyond  the  circumference  of  the  cervix, 
while  their  surface  was  rough  and  granular  to  the  touch.  On  in- 
troducing the  speculum,  this  irregularity  was  seen  to  be  produced 
by  the  aggregation  of  numerous  small,  somewhat  flattened  papillae 
or  granulations,  of  a  reddish  color,  semi-transparent  appearance, 
and  often  bleeding  very  readily.  Sometimes  these  granulations 
continue  for  many  months,  scarcely  at  all  increasing  in  size  or 
altering  in  character;  and  then  on  one  or  other  li]3  an  ulcer  forms, 
with  irregular,  excavated  edges,  and  the  case,  if  then  seen  for  the 
first  time,  would  scarcely  be  suspected  to  have  been  other  than  one 
of  ordinary  uterine  cancer.  Often,  however,  the  small  sessile 
papillae  increase  in  size,  and  form  a  distinct  outgrowth  from  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  os  uteri,  of  the  size  of  an  egg,  an  apple, 
or  even  of  a  greater  magnitude.  These  growths  are  split  up  by 
deep  fissures  into  lobules  of  various  sizes,  all  of  which,  however, 
seem  to  be  connected  together  at  their  base,  though  the  fissures 
are  so  deep,  and  their  directions  so  various,  that  it  is  seldom  pos- 
sible, when  the  growth  is  of  any  size,  to  distinguish  between  them 
and  the  os  uteri  itself  The  dimensions  of  these  grosvths  are  not 
in  general  the  same  throughout,  but  they  spring  from  the  surface 

1  I  have  retained  the  term  cancer  as  applied  to  these  varieties  of  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  uterus,  because  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  form  an  independent 
opinion  with  reference  to  what  is  still  a  moot  point  between  the  highest  authorities; 
and  because  the  general  tendency  of  epithelial  and  cancroid  diseases  of  the  womb 
is  to  become  associated  during  their  progress  with  medullary  cancer  ;  often,  indeed, 
they  lose  their  own  distinctive  features  completely,  merging  them  in  those  of 
ordinary  uterine  carcinoma. 

'19 


290  CHARACTERS     OF    EPITHELIAL     CANCER. 

of  tlae  03  uteri  by  a  short  tliick  pedicle  or  stem,  the  elongated  and 
hjpertrophied  cervix,  and  then  expand  below  into  that  peculiar 
cauliiiower-like  shape  from  which  their  name  has  been  derived. 
Even  the  most  careful  examination  generally  breaks  down  some 
of  the  tissue  of  the  growth,  and  produces  hemorrhage ;  but  if,  in 
spite  of  this,  the  finger  be  carried  down  to  its  base,  the  substance 
will  be  found  to  become  much  firmer,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be 
possessed  of  a  degree  of  sensibility  which,  though  but  low,  is 
much  greater  than  that  of  the  more  depending  part  of  the  tumor. 
Sometimes  the  outgrowth  is  confined,  at  any  rate  at  its  commence- 
ment, to  one  lip,  and  may  attain  a  considerable  size  before  the 
other  is  involved  in  the  disease.^  This  is  more  likel}'  to  occur  if 
the  posterior  than  if  the  anterior  lip  is  affected,  and  for  the  ob- 
vious mechanical  reason  which  accounts  for  every  large  polypoid 
outgrowth  being  flattened  on  its  anterior  surface,  spheroidal  on 
its  posterior.  The  hollow  of  the  sacrum  allows  more  room  for  the 
development  of  any  outgrowth  than  is  a^ordecl  by  the  compara- 
tively flattened  anterior  half  of  the  pelvic  cavity  bounded  by  the 
rami  of  the  pubes. 

Though  the  vagina  does  not  by  any  means  escape  from  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  disease,  and  a  granular  or  papillary  structure 
may  be  felt  sometimes  extending  over  its  roof,  and  for  some 
distance  along  one  or  other  wall,  yet  this  is  by  no  means  con- 
stant ;  and  so  long  as  the  disease  retains  its  original  characters 
well  marked,  the  disposition  to  involve  adjacent  parts  is  far  less 
than  in  ordinary  uterine  cancer.  The  tendency,  however,  to  pass 
into  ordinary  medullary  cancer,  or  to  become  associated  with  it, 
is  very  strong;  while  we  find  that  the  tumor  itself  undergoes  the 
same  processes  of  alternate  partial  death  and  partial  reproduction, 
as  we  have  noticed  in  other  forms  of  malignant  disease.  Usually 
the  outgrowth  in  the  course  of  time  disappears  in  part,  and  the 
irregular,  sharp-cut  edge  of  the  os,  whence  it  grew,  is  at  first  tfelt 
granular  and  uneven  within,  but  afterwards  grows  thicker  and 
nodulated,  assuming  by  degrees  all  the  characters  of  a  part  which 
has  from  the  first  been  the  seat  of  medullary  cancer,  while  the 
walls  of  the  organ  and  its  interior  likewise  undergo  just  the  same 
changes. 

Between  this  disease  and  genuine  cauliflower  excrescence  the 
differences  appear  to  be  of  degree  rather  than  of  kind.  In  the 
latter,  indeed,  the  epithelial  cells  which  compose  it  are  of  the 
cylindrical  form,  but  its  more  obvious  peculiaiities  consist  in  the 
larger  size  of  its  vessels,  in  the  greater  delicacy  of  their  walls, 
and  in  their  being  covered  b}'  a  thin  investment,  not  bound  to- 
gether into  a  comparatively  solid  mass  by  connecling  tissue,  but 
"hanging  in  Iringes  almost  like  a   mass  of  uterine  hydatids  ;"" 

'  Of  wliicli  IIkm'c  is  u  vci-y  fliaracteristic  dniwing  in  Boivin  ami  Oners'  A/ln-'^, 
platf!  xxiv,  t'li!;.  1.  _- 

■■i  Tlii.s  not  iiia|it.  cDiiiimrisoii  is  mnclo  by  Virchow  in  his  closc'ri]i(i()ii  ol' tlic  inicro- 
8C()pi(r  Htructurd  of  tlicsc  growtlis,  in  lli«  Verhniidl.  dcr  I'ln/s.  Med.  OescUscluifl  hi. 
W'drzbury,  vol.  i,  p.  110,  wliicl.  Imrnioiiizi'!-  with  and  coniplotos  jirevioiis  obsorvu- 
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while  the  base  of  cancer  substance,  which  in  the  more  solid  growths 
is  deposited  very  early,  in  the  delicate  and  vascular  cauliflower 
excrescence  is  not  formed  till  a  much  later  period,  or  even  nat  at 
all.  Their  intimate  structure,  however,  and  their  microscopic 
elements  are  just  the  same,  and  both  consist  of  hypertrophied 
papillae,  composed  of  epithelial  cells  richly  supplied  in  their 'in- 
terior with  large  and  delicate  vessels,  and  covered  with  a  thickened 
layer  of  epithelium.  The  enormous  looped  capillaries  of  the  cauli- 
flower excrescence  explain  the  abundant  hemorrhages  and  the 
profuse  serous  discharges  that  attend  it,  while  the  absence  of  that 
solid  structure  which  is  found  in  other  forms  of  epithelial  cancer 
accounts  for  the  peculiarly  favorable  results  that  have  followed 
its  extirpation,  and  also  for  the  fact  that  after  its  removal  a  fevV 
shreds  are  all  that  remain  of  what  had  seemed  to  be  a  large  and 
firm  tumor. 

Diflereuce  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  those 
intractable  ulcerations  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  which,  in  accord- 
ance, as  I  believe,  with  the  preponderance  of  authority  on  the 
subject,  I  have  referred  to  epithelial  carcinoma,  but  which  are 
alleged  by  some  very  competent  observers  to  be  tuberculous. 
"When  speaking  of  uterine  tubercle,  I  made  mention  of  numerous 
small  deposits  of  a  yellowish  color  sometimes  met  with  on  the 
surface  of  the  os  uteri,  and  which,  if  punctured,  or  if  their  con- 
tents escape  spontaneously,  sometimes  leave  behind  small  slightly 
excavated  ulcers.  Their  tuberculous  character  did  not,  however, 
appear  to  me  to  be  clearly  substantiated,  since  I  had  never  ob- 
served any  general  fusion  of  the  deposits,  and  consequent  breaking 
down  of  the  tissue  of  the  cervix.  M.  Lisfranc,  however,^  has  de- 
scribed a  condition  which  has  never  come  under  my  own  notice, 
but  which  has  been  seen  and  described  by  M.  Robert,^  M.  Pichard,^ 
and  others,  who  relate  cases  illustrative  of  its  character,  and  who 
refer  it  to  the  breaking  down  of  tubercular  deposits  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  cervix. 

"These  tubercular  ulcerations  of  the  cervix  uteri,"  says  M. 
Robert,*  "  may  be  recognized  by  their  excavated  base,  their  grayish 
appearance,  and  the  presence  of  a  caseous  matter  in  the  midst  of 
the  muco-purulent  discharges  which  come  from  the  interior  of  the 
cervix.  They  may  also  be  known  by  the  presence  in  the  cervix 
of  tumors  of  uncertain  size,  of  a  rounded  form,  at  first  firm  and 
with  no  change  of  color,  afterwards  soft,  whitish,  yielding  to  the 
pressure  of  the  fingers,  and  giving  an  indistinct  seuse  of  fluctua- 
tions. Yery  good  representations  of  the  general  aspect  of  these  growths  are  given 
by  Sir  C.  Clarke  in  vol.  ii,  pi.  i,  of  his  work  on  Diseases  of  Women ;  by  Dr.  Simp- 
son, at  pp.  165  and  166  of  his  Obstetric  Works;  and  by  Dr.  Mayer,  in  vol.  iv  of 
the  VerJucndl.  der  Ges.  f.  Geburish.  in  Berlin,  which  also  contains  a  drawing  of  the 
appearances  presented  under  a  low  magnifying  power. 

1  Clinicjue  Chirurgicale,  &c.,vol.  iii,  pp.  548—553. 

"^  Des  Affections,  ^-c,  du  Col  de  L'  Uterus,  8vo.,  Paris,  1848. 

"  Des  Abus  de  la.  Cauterisation,  ^-c,  dans  les  Maladies  de  la  Matrice,  8vo.,  Paris, 
1846,  pp. 124-132. 

■*  0/j.  ciL,  p.  48. 
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tion.     These  tumors  are  formed  by  the  tubercular  matter  still  in 
a  crude  state,  or  in  course  of  softening. 

"  It  is,  moreover,  to  be  observed  that  these  scrofulous  ulcerations 
are  almost  always  accompanied  by  considerable  engorgment  of 
the  cervix  uteri,  a  condition  which  is  due  either  to  the  presence  of 
masses  of  tubercle  still  unsoftened,  or  to  some  tubercular  infiltra- 
tion still  remaining,  or  lastly,  to  that  inflammatory  process  which 
accompanies  the  softening  and  elimination  of  this  kind  of  morbid 
product.  This  last  circumstance  may  obscure  the  diagnosis  of  the 
case,  and  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  engorgements  or  the  ulcerations 
are  of  a  malignant  character,  an  error  which  Lisfranc  confesses 
that  he  fell  into  several  times." 

These  appearances,  however,  receive  a  different  interpretation 
when  the  microscope  is  called  in  to  aid  our  researches.  The 
softened  matter  is  found  not  to  consist  of  the  elements  of  tubercle, 
but  of  epithelial  cells  similar  to  those  of  the  uterine  mucous 
membrane,  while  the  indurated  callous  structure  which  forms  the 
base  of  the  ulcer  is  formed  of  a  mixture  of  fibro-plastic  and  epi- 
dermoid materials.  In  short,  as  M.  Robin^  says,  this  kind  of 
ulcer  is  to  the  uterus  what  lupus  or  cancroid  ulcers  are  to  the 
face,  the  chief  differences  between  them  depending  on  the  constant 
exposure  of  the  latter  to  the  air,  and  the  constant  contact  of  the 
former  with  the  mucous  and  other  secretions  of  the  vagina. 

One  affection  still  remains  to  notice,  which,  though  less  strictly 
deserving  to  be  ranked  with  cancer  than  were  those  varieties  of 
malignant  disease  which  we  have  just  now  been  studying,  yet  will 
find  here  perhaps  its  fittest  place.  The  late  Dr.  John  Clarke  was 
the  first  writer  who  described,  under  the  name  of  corroding  ulcer, 
a  peculiar  form  of  destructive  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri, 
beginning  at  the  mucous  membrane  which  covers  it,  involving  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  os,  and  utterly  destroying  both  it  and 
the  subjacent  parts,  but  differing  from  carcinoma  in  the  absence 
of  any  thickening,  hardness,  or  deposit  of  new  matter  in  its  vicinity. 
ISTot  to  dwell  on  certain  difix^renccs  between  its  symptoms,  and 
those  of  ulcerated  carcinoma,  the  fact  tliat  the  corroding  ulcer 
may  continue  for  several  years  without  causing  any  very  formidable 
symptoms,  while  death  takes  place  speedily  as  well  as  inevitably 
in  ulcerated  cancer,  points  to  some  essential  ditlerence  between  the 
two  diseases. 

Its  real  nature  lias  given  rise  to  much  difference  of  opinion,  and 
the  rarity  of  the  afiection  has  been  a  great  obstacle  to  the  thorough 
understanding  of  its  nature.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  it  ought  to  be  classed  with  rodent  uleers,  as  indeed  it  has  been 
by  all  recent  microscopic  observers,  lor,  like  them,  its  aspect,  rate, 

'  'I'lic  (■oiijiiint  tcslinioriy  of  l{(>l)iii,  An/iirrs  de  MMrdnr.,  Auf^vis^t,  1848,  pp.  407- 
411  ;  oC  Lcl)iTl,,  Mdhiilhs  <,'(nircrfii't<cf<,  p.  lilK;  luul  of  lliinovor,  Jhi.t  Kpifhdionia, 
8v<).,  Lf'ijisi^,  lKr)2,  |).  12(1,  iiuiy  Ix-  Inkcii  ns  di'c-isivi'  on  tliis  pdiiit.  It  is,  1  tliiiik, 
(iXtniiiKfly  (loiihtriil  wlu'llicr  J)r.  CJihlts's  onsc  of  jillcucd  I'xtciisivo  liibcroiiloiis  ulccr- 
iition  (>\'  llii!  ut(!ru.s  nrid  liladdor,  di'scrihcd  at  p.  L'(i!)  of  vol.  vi  of  Transitciions  i>/ 
the  Pat/iolor/iad  Sucirfi/,  oiifflit  not  rHllicr  to  bo  ridVrri'd  to  tliis  category. 
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and  mode  of  progress  are  unlike  those  of  cancer,  while  neither 
cancer-cells  nor  epithelium  formations  are  present  in  the  adjacent 
tissues.^ 

One  point  only  connected  with  the  morbid  anatomy  of  uterine 
cancer  still  remains  for  notice,  and  that  concerns  the  frequency 
tvith  wliich  oilier  organs  become  affected  in  the  course  of  the  disease. 
I  apprehend  the  number  of  cases  to  be  very  few  indeed  in  which 
cancer  has  not  extended  before  the  death  of  the  patient  by  con- 
tinuity of  tissue  from  the  uterus  itself  to  some  of  the  parts  imme- 
diately adjacent.  Thus,  for  instance,  it  is  certainly  very  unusual 
for  a  patient  to  die  of  uterine  cancer,  in  whom  there  does  not  exist 
some  degree  of  cancerous  infiltration  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
vagina;  and,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  the  frequency  of  this  occur- 
rence, even  at  a  comparatively  early  period  of  medullary  cancer, 
is  one  of  the  circumstances  which  most  of  all  interferes  with  the 
success  of  operative  proceedings  for  its  cure,  and  which  oftenest 
contraindicates  any  attempt  at  their  performance.  There  does, 
however,  seem  to  be  reason  for  believing  that  carcinoma  of  the 
uterus  is  oftener  at  its  commencement  confined  to  one  part,  and 
that  it  continues  so  for  a  longer  period  than  does  cancer  when 
situated  in  any  other  organ  of  the  body,  though  in  neither  of  these 
respects  does  it  present  the  striking  difterences  from  cancers  of  other 
parts  which  was  formerly  supposed,  and  in  which  one  would 
gladly  still  believe.  M.  Lebert^  states  that  the  evidence  of  general 
infection  of  the  system,  as  manifested  by  secondary  deposits  in 
other  organs,  existed  in  only  a  third  out  of  forty  five  cases  of 
uterine  cancer,  but  in  twenty-four  out  of  thirty-four,  or  in  five- 
sevenths  of  the  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  breast.  These 
results,  however,  are  more  favorable  than  those  which  the  late 
Professor  Kiwisch  deduced  from  seventy-three  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations of  uterine  cancer  made  in  the  hospital  at  Prague. 
He  found  cancer  of  the  bladder  in  42  per  cent,  of  his  cases; 
Lebert^  only  in  13  per  cent. ;  of  the  ovaries  in  19 ;  and  of  the 
lungs  in  7.5  per  cent. ;  while  Lebert  met  with  each  of  them  only 
in  the  proportion  of  4.4  per  cent.  These  discrepancies,  which  I 
am  not  able  from  personal  observation  to  explain,  are  yet  probably 
due  to  the  dififerent  forms  of  cancer  having  occurred  in  difl'erent 
proportions  at  Paris  and  at  Prague ;  possibly  to  the  greater  fre- 
quency of  epithelial  cancer  in  the  former  city,  and  of  medullary 
cancer  in  the  latter.  In  any  future  statistical  table  showing  the 
frequency  of  cancerous  infection' of  the  system,  it  will  obviously 
be  necessary  to  refer  the  cases  to  difierent  categories  according  to 
the  character  of  the  primitive  disease.  In  the  meantime  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  such  infection  of  the  system  occurs 
perhaps  less  invariably,  probably  less  early  in  cancer  of  the  womb 
than  in  other  forms  of  the  disease,  may  serve  to  throw  a  feeble 

1  Hanover,  op.  cit,  p.  128.  2  Qp.  cit.,  pp.  239,  310,  394. 

3  Op.  cit.,  vol.  i,  p.  511. 
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ray  of  hopefulness  over  tlie  gloomy  prospect  which  we  have  now 
to  contemplate  from  other  points  of  view.^ 


LECTURE    XX. 

MALIGNANT  OE  CANCEEOUS  DISEASES  OE  THE  UTEEUS. 

Their  frequency;  causes  influencing  the  occurrence  of  cancer,— as  age,  state  of  the 
menstrual  function,  its  mode  of  establishment,  childbearing ;  influence  of 
childbearing  accounted  for  ;  hereditary  tendency. 

Symptoms  of  cancer  ;  mode  of  onset,  and  first  symptom.  Pain,  its  character,  and 
causes.  Hemorrhage,  its  import ;  frequent  as  a  first  symptom,  and  why.  Dis- 
charges; cailse  of  their  otfensive  character,  and  of  variations  in  this  respect. 

Cancerous  cachexia;  its  characters. 

Two  exceptional  forms  of  cancer,  the  latent  and  the  acute. 

Influence  of  cancer  upon  labor. 

Diagnosis  of  uterine  cancer. 

Duration  of  the  disease. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  Lec- 
ture I  assigned  for  occup^dng  much  of  your  time  with  the  study  of 
carcinoma  of  the  uterus,  was  i\\Q  frequency  of  its  occurrence.  Our 
tables  of  mortality,  indeed,  do  not  at  present  enable  us  to  learn 
with  complete  accuracy  how  often  it  is  met  with,  but  they  furnish 
data  from  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  a  tolerable  approxima- 
tion to  the  truth.  It  appears  from  the  Seventeenth  Report  of  the 
Registrar-General,^  that  the  mortality  from  cancer  throughout 
England  in  the  year  1851  amounted  to  1754  males,  4072  females. 
The  whole  of  this  excess  of  female  mortalit}^  from  cancer  may  be 
confidently  attributed  either  to  cancer  of  the  breast  or  of  the 
womb.  According  to  Tanchou's  tables,^  however,  deduced  from 
the  mortuary  registers  of  Paris,  cancer  of  the  womb  was  more 
frequent  than  cancer  of  the  female  breast,  in  the  proportion  of 
2996  to  1147,  or  as  2.6  to  1.  iTeither  this  statement,  however,  nor 
the  assertion  which  he  also  makes,  that  uterine  cancer  was  the 
cause  of  1.6  per  cent,  of  all  female  deaths  during  the  decennial 
period  to  which  his  calculations  refer,  can  be  received  as  abso- 
lutely correct,  though  it  is  my  impres.'^ion  that  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  deviates  much  from  the  truth.  The  absolute  frequency 
of  uterine  cancer,  though  not  the  exact  proportion  which  it  bears 
to  other  fatal  diseases  of  the  female  sex,  receives  another  illustra- 

1  From  a  coiii))arisoii  of  uti'rini'  caiu'i'r  with  caiiciT  of  tlie  stomach,  W'ngner, 
op.  r,U.,]).  mo,  coiiK'H  to  tli(!  conclusion,  and  1  very  miicli  fear  the  correct  coiiclii- 
eion,  that  in  respect  of  the  extension  of  tlie  disease  from  its  original  seat,  and  of 
the  occurrence  of'  sr>condary  deposits,  uterine  cancer  does  not  oci'upy  that  excc])- 
tional  position  wliieli  was  once  supposc^d,  Imt  that  it  preseiUs  a  rcMiarksibh*  simi- 
larity to  cancer  of  otlii^r  iiollow  organs,  chiefly  composed  of  organic  muscular  libre, 
as  the  nefjophagus,  Htomacb,  and  intestines. 

2  Seep.  124. 

"  RcxhcrchcH Hiir  Ic  Tra'Ucment  Mddlcaledea  Tttmcurs  Qnirrrciises du Schi ,Svo. ,  1811, 
p.  258. 
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tiou  from  the  fact  that  out  of  5122  post-mortem  examinations  of 
both  sexes  in  the  hospitals  of  Prague,  Vienna,  and  Leipzig,  there 
were  441  of  cancer,  of  which  113  were  of  cancer  of  the  womb/ 

I  have  already  referred  more  than  once  to  the  circumstances 
which  render  the  statistics  of  a  large  hospital  inconclusive  as 
evidence  of  the. comparative  frequency  of  ditt'erent  diseases.  The 
suflerings  that  generally  attend  cancer  in  some  of  its  stages,  and 
the  costly  nature  of  the  remedies  by  which  these  sufferings  are 
best  assuaged,  induce  a  very  large  number  of  patients  afflicted 
with  that  disease  to  seek  relief  at  a  wealthy  institution  like  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  my  own 
experience  there  would,  without  allowing  for  these  causes,  lead 
me  to  suppose  cancer  of  the  womb  to  be  even  more  common  than 
is  actually  the  case.^  But  though  this  be  so,  the  disease  still  re- 
mains, of  all  organic  affections  of  the  womb,  alike  the  most  fre- 
quent and  the  most  terrible. 

We  light  at  once  upon  surer  ground  if,  from  the  attempt  to 
determine  its  exact  frequency,  we  pass  to  the  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances that  favor  its  development;  the  influence  of  age,  of 
marriage,  childbearing,  &c.,  upon  its  production. 

Dr.  AValshe,^  whose  erudite  work  on  Cancer  will  always  continue 
to  be,  with  reference  to  many  points,  the  best  authority  on  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats,  was  the  first  to  show  that  there  is  a 
progressive  increase  in  the  frequency  of  cancer  with  the  advance 
of  age.  I  hardly  need  observe  that  the  frequency  of  any  disease 
at  different  ages  can  be  rightly  estimated  only  by  a  compaiison  of 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  it  occurs,  with  the  total  population 
at  the  same  age ;  though,  from  neglecting  this  obvious  condition, 
erroneous  conclusions  have  sometimes  been  drawn  with  reference 
to  this  and  other  similar  cjuestions. 

Taking  the  population  of  England,  however,  at  decennial  pe- 
riods, it  seems,  and  Mr.  Paget's  researches  lead  to  the  same  result, 
that  with  every  ten  years  of  additional  age  after  the  age  of  twenty, 
the  liability  to  cancer  steadily  increases.  A  fact  this  of  great 
interest,  showing  how  a  disease  of  constitutional  degeneracy  grows 
more  and  more  common  with  the  enfeebling  of  the  powers  of  nu- 
trition, and  attains  its  greatest  frequency  when  nature's  alchemy 
has  well-nigh  reached  its  end,  and  the  jDOwer  to  transmute  the 
rough  material  into  the  highly  organized  and  wonderfully  com- 
plex tissues  of  the  body  is  almost  gone.  But  it  is  scarcely  less 
interesting  to  find  that  when  a  part  has  outlived  its  uses  it  often 
begins  to  die,_and  that  the  greatest  frequency  of  cancer  of  the 

1  Wagner,  ojp.  cii.,  p.  2. 

2  Dr.  Lever,  on  Diseases  of  the  Uterus,  8vo.,  London,  1843,  p  165,  states  that 
among  the  out-patients  of  Guy's  Hospital,  the  proportion  of  cases  of  uterine 
cancer  to  other  uterine  diseases  was  nearly  as  1  in  7,  or  13.5  per  cent.  At  Barthol- 
omew's I  found  the  proportion  to  be  1  in  18.2  or  5.4  per  cent. ;  numbers  which  I 
mention  merely  as  showing  how  unsafe  it  would  be  to  draw  any  inferences  as  to 
the  comparative  frequency  of  that,  or,  indeed,  of  any  other  disease,  from  such  data 
as  are  aflbrded  by  the  out-patient  books  of  an  hospital. 

3  Op.  cit,  p.  140. 
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breast  and  of  tlie  womb  is  not  governed  by  the  same  law  as  pre- 
vails with  reference  to  the  disease  in  other  parts,  but  occurs  long 
before  the  ordinary  period  of  human  life  has  been  attained. 

"  The  age  of  most  frequent  occurrence  of  scirrhous  cancer  of 
the  breast,"  says  Mr.  Paget,^  "  is  between  forty-five  and  fifty  years. 
IS'early  all  records,  I  think,  agree  in  this.  The  disease  has  been 
seen  before  puberty,  but  it  is  extremely  rare  at  any  age  under 
twenty-five  ;  after  this  age  it  increases  till  between  forty-five  and 
fifty,  and  then  decreases  in  frequency;  but  at  no  later  age  becomes 
so  infrequent  as  it  is  before  twenty." 

This  statement,  too,  he  illustrates,  not  simply  by  the  absolute 
numbers  of  cases  which  he  has  collected,  but  likewise  by  com- 
parison with  the  population  at  difierent  ages. 

Much  the  same  fact  holds  good  with  reference  to  uterine  can- 
cer, as  is  shown  by  the  subjoined  table  of  the  ages  of  the  patients 
in  595  cases,"  collected  from  various  sources. 

Actual  Number. 

Between  25  and  30  years, 39 

"        30    "    40     "  ■    ....  166 

"       40    "    50     "  242 

"        50    "    60     "  95 

"       60    "    70     "  48 

Above                  70     "  '.  5 

595 

Though  the  period  of  a  woman's  life  exerts  so  great  an  influ- 
ence in  predisposing  to  cancer  of  the  womb,  it  yet  does  not  appear 
that  the  actual  cessation  of  the  menses  has  any  important  share  in 
calling  that  predisposition  into  activit3^  In  six  out  of  eighteen  of 
Lebert's  cases,^  in  which  menstruation  had  already  ceased,  the 
commencement  of  the  disease  was  stated  to  coincide  with  the 
cessation  of  the  menses.  The  same  coincidence,  however,  was 
observed  only  in  three  out  of  thirty-nine  of  my  patients  in  whom 
menstruation  had  already  ceased.  In  two  even  of  these  the  symp- 
toms were  said  to  have  existed  for  eight  and  ten  years  respectively, 
so  that  all  which  can  be  reasonnbly  alleged  concerning  them  is 
that  indications  of  uterine  disease  had  persisted  ever  since  the 
menstrual  crisis,  and  that  at  length  cancerous  disease  had  become 
developed.  In  one  case  the  first  symptom  of  cancer  appeared  within 
five  months,  in  another  within  eight  months,  in  three  in  a  year, 
in  two  in  three  years,  and  in  the  remaining  tliirtyat  periods  vary- 
ing from  three  and  a  half  to  twenty-nine  years  from  the  cessation 
of  the  menses. 

The  antecedent  condition  of  the  patient's  uterine  functions,  as 

1  Op.  rU.,  vol.  ii,  p.  .T24. 

■■i  Of  tlii'se  cHsos  170  ar(!  from  my  own  TK>t('s  ;  ilic  romaiiul(>r  nro  col Icctod  from 
Lchcrt,  Kiwi.sc'li,  and  liis  editor  iScaii/.oni,  \^rn\\\  Cliiiiri,  and  IVoiu  Dr.  Sibley's 
"  Kepnrt  on  tin;  .Statistics  ol'  Cancer  in  tii(3  ]\liddk'se.x  llospilal,"  in  vol.  xlii  of 
Mt:(ru:(>-(Jliiriir<iic(iL  TranKar.tinnn.  I  purposely  do  not  iiu'liKJe  tlio  often-quoted 
tahlo  {(iven  by  Madaiiio  JJoivin  (o;>.  r/7.,  vol.  ii,  j).  0),  l)eciiuse  i(  was  drawn  iipata 
time  otlier  diseastis  were  not  inlVeqiiently  eonfoiiiidid  willi  eaneer,  and  tiiat  lier 
facts  are  vitiatf^d  by  tiiis  error  i.s  abundantly  evident. 

!>  0]>.  ciL,  p.  275. 
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far  as  the  presence  or  absence  of  menstrual  disorder,  or  of  pre- 
vious disease  of  the  womb,  is  concerned,  is  not  without  interest 
from  the  negative  result  which  it  yields,  and  from  the  evidence 
thus  ailbrded,  if  farther  proof  of  the  fact  were  wanting,  that  no 
reUition  whatever  subsists  between  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
womb  and  the  subsequent  occurrence  of  cancer  of  the  organ. 

In  157  out  of  the  170  cases,  the  manner  in  which  the  menstrual 
function  was  usually  performed  was  made  the  subject  of  special 
inquiry.  In  131  cases  it  was  performed  in  all  respects  naturally, 
from  the  time  of  its  complete  establishment  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease.  In  26  cases  it  was  either  habitually  or  fre- 
quently unnatural  in  some  respect  or  other,  viz. : 

In   1  scanty,  In  4  postponing, 

"  10  painful,  "4  irregular, 

"    2  profuse,  "  1  anticipating. 
"    4  profuse  and  painful, 

If  the  inquiry  be  made  with  reference  to  the  first  establishment 
of  menstruation,  we  shall  as  little  find  anything  indicative  of  a 
special  connection  between  the  cliflicult  establishment  of  the  men- 
strual function  and  the  subsequent  development  of  cancer.  In 
117  out  of  146  cases,  menstruation  was  established  without  any 
untoward  symptom,  while  in  29  instances  its  first  occurrence  was 
attended  b}^  more  or  less  local  or  constitutional  suffering.  These 
numbers  yield  the  proportion  of  almost  exactly  20  per  cent,  of 
unfavorable  cases,  while  the  average  which  I  obtained  from  all 
patients  who  came  to  me  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  on  account 
of  uterine  ailments  was  22.7  per  cent,  of  unfavorable  cases ;  and 
Mr.  Whitehead,  of  Manchester,  arrives  at  22.30  per  cent,  as  the 
proportion  of  unfavorable  cases  among  4000  women  not  suflering 
from  any  special  disorder  of  their  sexual  system. 

But  though  it  should  appear  that  in  these  cases  neither  the  first 
establishment  of  menstruation  nor  the  manner  of  its  ordinary  per- 
formance has  presented  any  striking  deviation  from  health,  it  may 
yet  be  supposed  that  we  shall  find  indications  of  previous  uterine 
disorder  (as  some  suppose  of  uterine  inflammation),  out  of  which 
the  cancerous  disease  has  been  subsequently  developed.  Evidence, 
however,  seems  to  be  directly  opposed  to  this  supposition,  for  in 
the  history  of  only  5  out  of  the  whole  170  cases  is  there  any  men- 
tion of  serious  uterine  ailment  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  cancer.  One  patient  had  had  a  polypus  removed  ten  years 
before,  two  stated  that  they  had  suffered  ever  since  their  last  con- 
finement, ten  years  before  in  the  one  instance,  and  three  in  the 
other,  from  symptoms  of  uterine  affection  ;  in  one  the  symptoms 
gradually  developed  themselves  out  of  those  of  uterine  inflamma- 
tion, and  in  tlie  fifth  out  of  those  of  pelvic  abscess  in  the  course 
of  two  years. 

Though  ample  proof  to  the  contrary  has  been  long  since  ad- 
duced, we  still  find  it  asserted  sometimes  that  single  women  and 
those  who  have  had  no  children  are  most  liable  to  be  attacked  by 
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cancer.  The  truth  appears  to  be  the  direct  reverse  of  this  state- 
ment; for  out  of  168  cases  of  uterine  cancer,  there  were  but  3  in 
which  the  patients  were  single  women,  and  only  13  in  which  they 
were  sterile.  In  other  words,  there  was  but  1  sterile  marriage  in 
every  13  of  the  cancer  patients,  while  the  general  average  among 
my  patients  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  was  1  sterile  marriage 
in  every  8.5.  Nor  is  this  all ;  but  the  further  we  carry  this  inquiry 
the  more  strikingly  does  it  appear,  not  that  sterility,  but  rather 
that  over-fecundity,  predisposes  to  uterine  cancer. 

As  already  stated,  only  13  out  of  165  married  women  affected 
with  cancer  were  sterile,  2  are  said  to  have  had  children,  but  their 
number  is  not  stated,  while  the  remaining  150  had  been  pregnant 
1046  times,  189  of  the  pregnancies  terminating  prematurely,  857 
at  the  full  period.  Or,  to  state  the  same  fact  somewhat  differently, 
there  was  an  average  of  6.8  pregnancies  to  each  fruitful  marriage, 
or  5.6  children  at  the  full  period,  and  1.2  abortions,  while  the 
number  of  children  per  marriage  in  this  country  generallj^  is  esti- 
mated at  4.2.^ 

Some  of  these  points  will  perhaps  be  still  better  illustrated  by 
the  subjoined  table  : 


Number            Pregnancies 
of  women.               to  each. 

Number               Children 
of  women.               to  each. 

Number               Abortions 
of  women.                to  each. 

13  . 
15      . 
11      . 

7     . 
11     . 
17     . 

14  . 
10     . 

10  . 
9     . 

11  . 

6  . 

7  . 
2 

2     .' 
1     . 
1     . 
1     . 
1     . 
1     . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

24 

15  . 

16  . 

18     . 

11    . 

17  . 
14     . 
16     . 
11     . 

9     . 
8     . 
3     . 
3     . 
2     . 
2     . 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
17 
18 

32     .     .     .       1 
22     .     .     .       2 
11     .     .     .       3 
6     ...       4 
6     ...       5 
1     .     .     .       7 
1     .     .     .       8 
1     .     .  •  .     11 

150 

148 

80 

The  table  exi)lains  itself  sufficiently  to  render  comment  super- 
fluous.    One  only  fact  seems  worth  remarking  on — namely,  that 

'  It  is  almost  siiporfliious  to  iifldiicci  fin'tlicr  ovicl(>nco  of  this  fact.  Thus  Dr.  Sib- 
ley's Ri'pdrldn  llir.  SfiifislLcs  of  ('ajircr  f;;iv((s  an  avorati^o  of  11  iter  cont.  stcriii!  niar- 
riaK"s,  iHid  5.2  cliihircii  to  oacli  fruitful  luarriaf^ci.  Si-an/.oMi'.^  lin'urcs,  op,  rit.,  p. 
2H4,  yield  tlio  sinj^ular  result  of  7  childreu  to  each  fruitful  niarriago,  but  at  tho 
sariKj  tinio  30  storiic  marriages  out  of  lOH. 
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there  were  but  2  out  of  tlie  whole  150  women  whose  pregnancy 
had  issued  raerel}^  in  abortion. 

In  18  of  the  150  cases,  the  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  the 
annexed  table,  the  termination  of  the  patient's  pregnancy  occurred 
within  a  sufficiently  short  period  from  the  commencement  of  the 
symptoms  of  cancer  to  warrant  the  suspicion  that,  in  some  of 
them  at  least,  the  changes  of  the  puerperal  state  had  a  share  in 
calling  the  disease  into  activity. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Issue  of  last 

Date  of  Symptoms  of 

PregDiincy. 

Children. 

Abortions. 

Pregnancy. 

Canf^er. 

3 

3 

Live  Child. 

10  months.  - 

7 

6 

i 

u 

6 

12 

12 

u 

6         " 

10 

5 

5 

u 

4         " 

4 

3 

1 

a 

Immediately. 

10    ' 

7 

3 

li 

11 

9 

9 

u 

11 

2 

1 

"i 

a 

It 

6 

2 

4 

u 

11 

7 

5 

2 

u 

It 

3 

2 

1 

Abortion  at 
4  months. 

1  month. 

11 

10 

1 

Ditto  at 
5th  month. 

Immediately. 

7 

6 

1 

Ditto  at 
2J  months. 

ti 

7 

4 

3 

Ditto  at 
3  months. 

ti 

6 

4 

2 

Ditto  at 
4  months. 

a 

13 

9 

4 

Ditto  at 
4  months. 

u 

10 

7 

3 

Ditto,  period 
not  stated. 

It 

17 

13 

4 

Ditto,  ditto. 

ti 

All  of  these  patients  were  seen  by  me  within  fifteen  months, 
most  of  them  within  six  months  from  the  occurrence  of  abortion 
or  labor.  When  the  symptoms  are  stated,  as  in  thirteen  instances 
they  are,  to  have  come  on  immediately,  it  is  meant  that  there  w^as 
no  interval  of  health  between  the  patient's  delivery  or  miscarriage 
and  the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage,  or  of  some  well  marked  symp- 
tom of  cancer,  such  as  had  continued  in  each  case  to  characterize 
it  subsequently,  and  which  in  most  instances  was  present  at  the 
time  of  the  patient  coming  under  my  care. 

A  few  moments'  consideration  will,  I  think,  do  away  with  any 
feeling  of  surprise  at  the  result  which  these  tables  show.  With 
old  age  comes  imperfect  and  perverted  nutrition,  and  with  it 
cancer  in  the  body  generally  increases  in  frequency.  Such  old 
age,  such  imperfect  nutrition,  befall  the  womb  earlier  than  they 
do  other  organs,  and  cancer  becomes  developed  there  proportion- 
ately early.  With  each  successive  pregnancy  the  development  of 
the  womb  is  less  and  less  perfectly  accomplished,  and  the  feeble 
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uterine  action  of  the  multipara,  the  greater  comparative  frequency 
of  hemorrhage  after  delivery,  and  even  of  rupture  of  the  uterus  in 
women  who  have  given  birth  to  several  children,  than  in  those 
who  are  in  labor  for  the  first  time,  are  but  so  many  different  illus- 
trations of  the  same  fact.  It  is  not  therefore  the  woman  who  has 
never  conceived,  but  she  whose  uterus  has  oftenest  undergone  all 
the  changes  which  the  puerperal  state  brings  with  it, — the  fatty 
degeneration  of  its  fibres,  the  wasting  of  its  tissue,  the  most  pro- 
found disturbance  of  its  nutrition, — in  whom  this  disease  of  per- 
verted, imperfect  nutrition  is  most  frequent.  'Nov  is  the  fact 
without  its  significance  as  illustrative  of  the  same  law,  that  in  18 
out  of  110  women  living  in  fruitful  marriage,  in  whom  cancer  of 
the  womb  came  on  before  the  fiftieth  year,  or,  in  other  words, 
before  the  period  of  sexual  vigor  was  passed,  the  very  moment  at 
which  the  important  changes  of  the  puerperal  state  were  going 
on,  the  very  time  when  the  nutrition  of  the  womb  was  most  dis- 
ordered, should  have  been  that  at  which,  one  might  almost  say 
out  of  which,  this  disease,  so  insidious  and  so  fatal,  was  developed. 

One  point  still  remains  for  notice  with  reference  to  the  produc- 
tion of  cancer — namely,  the  influence  of  hereditary  predisposition 
in  favoring  its  development.  In  the  case  of  cancer  generall}^,  the 
influence  of  constitutional  taint  has  been  ascertained  to  be  very 
real ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  less  so  in  the  case  of  cancer  of  the 
womb,  though  the  number  of  observations  bearing  on  the  subject 
is  perhaps  too  small  to  warrant  a  positive  opinion.  Of  160  cases 
of  cancer  of  all  parts,  collected  by  Paget,^  26,  or  1  in  6.1,  presented 
the  history  of  hereditary  cancerous  taint;  and  the  same  fact  was 
ascertained  with  reference  to  14  in  102,  or  1  in  7.2  of  the  cases 
referred  to  by  Lebert.^  Lebert  found  evidence  of  hereditary  ten- 
dency to  cancer  in  2  out  of  13  cases  of  cancer  of  the  womb;^  and 
it  existed  in  8  oitt  of  49  cases,  or  in  1  out  of  6.1,  in  which  I  made 
this  point  the  subject  of  inquiry.  In  1  of  the  8  cases  the  patient's 
father  had  died  of  cancer  of  the  throat ;  in  2  the  mother;  -and  in 
4  the  sister  had  died  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  and  in  1  the  sister 
had  died  of  cancer  of  the  breast. 

There  are  three  symptoms  of  cancer  of  the  womb  so  almost  in- 
variable in  their  occurrence  that  the  merest  tyro  would  not  fail  to 
mention  them,  and  the  man  of  greatest  experience  would  still 
enumerate  them  as  its  grand  characteristics.  Pain,  and  hemor- 
rhage, and  vaginal  discharge  often  coexist  in  the  advanced  stages 
of  the  disease,  and  one  or  other  of  them  is  present  from  its  com- 
mencement, or  furnishes  us  at  least  with  the  first  evidence  of  its 
existence.  The  once  common  error,  however,  which  contbunded 
under  the  name  of  scirrhus  a  variety  of  uterine  ailments  that  had 
no  real  relation  whatever  to  nndignant  disease,  led  to  equally 
serious  misapprehension  of  the  import  of  these  symi)toms.  Ilenior- 
rhage  was  snp})Ose(l  to  be  the  invariable  evidence  of  ulceration- 
having  occurred,   while    pain    and   constitutional    disorder,   and 

1  Oj).  ciL,  vol.  ii,  p.  G38.  ^  (jj,_  ^n^^  p.  i;]4.  3  i\^\^\_^  p.  273. 
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suncliy  forms  of  functional  disturbance,  botli  of  the  womb  and  of 
adjacent  viscera,  were  imagined  to  characterize  the  first  or  so- 
called  scirrhous  stage  of  the  disease. 

In  166  cases  the  first  symptom  of  cancer  was  stated  by  the 
patient  to  have  been 

In  30  instances,  or  18.0  per  cent.,  pain  of  various  kinds,  and  of  various  degrees 

of  intensity. 
"  77  "  46.3         "  hemorrhage,  generally  profuse,  without  pain. 

"  23  "  13.8         "  hemorrhage,  accompanied  by  pain. 

"  15  "  9.0         "  pain   and   leucorrhoea,   or   watery  discharge, 

sometimes  otfensive. 
"  21  "  12.6         "  leucorrhcea,  or  other  discharge  without  pain. 

Each  of  these  symptoms  deserves  a  more  careful  examination; 
and,  first,  with  reference  to  the  pain.  Both  at  the  commence- 
ment, and  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  this  varies 
greatly  in  situation,  in  character,  and  in  intensity;  and  there  is 
no  one  kind  of  pain  which  can  be  regarded  as  peculiar  to  uterine 
cancer  in  any  stage  of  its  progress.  Under  the  term  pain,  too, 
must  be  included  various  uneasy  sensations  experienced  during 
the  act  of  defecation  or  micturition,  the  result  sometimes  doubt- 
less of  the  disease  having  at  an  early  period  affected  the  bladder 
or  the  bowel,  but  oftener  the  consequence  of  the  congested  state 
of  the  pelvic  vessels,  or  of  that  sympathy  between  the  womb  and 
other  pelvic  organs,  of  which,  in  the  course  of  all  uterine  ailments, 
one  meets  with  so  many  illustrations.  As  a  general  rule,  the 
pain  of  the  early  stage  of  cancer  is  not  severe;  it  is  by  no  means 
constantly  referred  to  the  uterus,  but  is  more  often  spoken  of  as 
backache,  or  pain  in  the  loins,  wearying  by  its  constancy  rather 
than  by  its  severity.  With  this  is  associated  in  some  instances  pain 
in  the  hypogastrium,  usually  of  the  same  dull  character;  but  hypo- 
gastric pain  alone,  and  unaccompanied  by  backache,  is  decidedly 
unusual.  Lancinating  pain,  decidedly  referred  to  the  uterus,  is 
not  common  at  an  early  stage  of  cancer,  neither  is  the  organ  in 
general  tender  to  the  touch,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  even  sexual 
intercourse  does  not  appear  to  be  attended  by  any  special  suffering. 
As  in  other  forms  of  uterine  disease,  pain  is  occasionally  referred 
to  one  or  other  iliac  region,  and,  like  ovarian  pain  in  general,  is 
marked  by  a  tendency  to  exacerbation  in  paroxysms.  In  those 
cases  in  which  the  disease  sets  in  with  menorrhagia,  the  excessive 
loss  of  blood  is  often  accompanied  with  much  pain ;  but,  as  appears 
from  the  table,  the  majority  of  cases  of  hemorrhage  at  the  outset 
of  cancer  are  characterized  by  the  absence  of  pain;  while  the  ces- 
sation of  the  previously  profuse  bleeding  is  often  associated  with 
the  setting  in  of  pain,  from  which  the  patient  was  previously  free. 

With  the  advance  of  the  cancerous  disease,  pain  in  general 
increases  much  in  severity,  though  there  is  no  invariable  rule 
which  determines  either  the  amount  or  the  seiat  of  the  chief  suffer- 
ing; while,  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the  severest 
pain  is  experienced  long  before  the  patient's  death,  and  the  last 
months  of  existence,  when  all  the  evidences  of  the  cancerous 


302  CAUSES  OF  PAIN  IN  CANCER. 

cachexia  are  most  marked,  and  the  strength  is  daily  declining,  are 
happily  not  in  general  agonized  by  intensity  of  suffering  such  as 
had  been  previously  endured.  The  causes,  however,  which  con- 
tribute up  to  a  certain  point  to  increase  the  patient's  sufferings  as- 
her  disease  advances  are  many,  while  all  the  old  sources  of  distress 
continue.  Pain  referred  to  the  uterus  is  now  often  superadded  to 
the  former  pain  in  the  back  and  the  abdomen ;  and  this  pain, 
though  constant,  has  its  exacerbations,  in  which  it  becomes  utterly 
intolerable,  is  sometimes  described  as  a  burning  pain,  sometimes 
as  a  stabbing  pain ;  while,  when  most  intense,  it  is  a  horrible 
agony,  which  can  be  likened  to  no  other  suffering,  of  which  words 
seem  unable  to  convey  any  idea.  Every  night  generall}^  brings 
with  it  increase  of  suffering;  but  the  fits  of  the  sharpest  pain  are 
uncertain  in  their  occurrence,  and  appear  to.  come  on  without  any 
exciting  cause.  Sometimes  the  severer  pain  precedes  an  outburst 
of  hemorrhage,  and  then  the  bleeding  gives  relief  for  a  time  ;  but 
in  many  instances  this  is  not  the  case.  Besides  the  old  hypogas- 
tric pain,  from  which  the  patient  often  suffers  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  this  disease,  there  are  now  frequent  attacks  of  circumscribed 
abdominal  pain  and  tenderness,  indicative  of  the  peritoneum 
covering  the  pelvic  organs  having  been  attacked  by  inflamma- 
tion, and  such  inflammation  comes  and  goes  several  times  in  the 
course  of  the  disease.  The  advance  of  the  disease  from  the  uterus 
itself,  along  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  adds  much  to  the  patient's 
sufferings,  and  does  so  especially  when  the  anterior  vaginal  wall 
is  thus  affected.  In  this  case  the  infiltration  of  cancer  into  the 
tissues  at  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina  interferes  with  the  return 
of  blood  from  parts  quite  uninvolved  in  the  disease.  Hence  the 
great  swelling  of  the  urethra,  which  ma}^  often  be  felt  of  the  size 
of  two  thundjs  all  the  way  from  the  symphysis  pubis  to  the  bladder, 
and  hence  in  a  measure  the  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  the  diffi- 
culty in  voiding  it,  and  the  occasional  inability  to  retain  it,  which 
so  greatly  harass  patients  with  cancer  in  the  womb.  But  other 
causes  besides  tend  to  aggravate  this  symptom.  It  is,  as  we  saw 
when  studying  the  morbid  anatomy  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  by  no 
means  unusual  for  the  bladder,  independent  of  the  extension  to  it 
of  malignant  disease,  to  be  the  seat  of  intense  congestion,  or  of 
inflammation  going  on  to  the  deposit  of  lymph  on  its  rngtie,  or  to 
actual  ulceration  of  its  mucous  membrane.  Moreover,  the  ex- 
tension of  cancer  from  the  uterus  or  vagina  into  the  bladder  is 
usually  accompanied  l)y  much  severer  suffering  than  is  experi- 
enced in  primary  malignant  disease  of  that  organ,  while,  when 
once  utero-  or  vagino-vesiciil  fistula  has  been  formed,  sull'orings 
from  a  new  source  are  entaiK«j  ujion  the  patient.  In  some  in- 
stances, too,  when  tliere  is  much  deposit  of  cancerous  matter 
about  the  l^liidder,  one  or  oilier  ureter  is  obstructed,  though  not 
in  general  absolutely  closed,  and  it  becomes  niucli  dilated,  run- 
ning a  tortuous  instead  of  a  straight  course,  while  its  walls  are 
greatly  thickened  ;  and  the  kidney  itself,  owing  to  the  diiliculty  in 
the  peribnnance  of  its  functions,  and  in  the  escape  of  its  contents, 
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wastes,  its  glandular  structure  almost  completely  disappearing,  its 
calices  being  dilated  into  a  number  of  sacculi,  distended  by  a 
urinous  fluidJ  In  a  minor  degree,  this  occurrence  is  by  no  means 
unusual,  and  to  it  must,  I  think,  be  attributed  a  measure  of  the 
backache  and  of  the  dj-suria  from  which  patients  with  uterine 
cancer  suffer. 

And  now,  before  passing  to  the  examination  of  another  symp- 
tom, something  ought  to  be  said  Avith  reference  to  those  few  ex- 
ceptional cases  in  which  cancer  of  the  womb  runs  its  course 
entirely,  or  almost  entirely,  without  pain.  It  cannot  be  too  con- 
stantly borne  in  mind,  that  in  many  instances  the  three  grand 
symptoms  of  cancer, — pain,  and  hemorrhage,  and  offensive  dis- 
charge,— are  not  present  at  the  same  time.  The  disease  often  sets 
in  with  hemorrhage,  and  often  while  the  bleeding  lasts  no  pain  is 
experienced,  nor  is  any  fetid  discharge  perceptible.  At  a  later 
stage  the  bleeding  ceases,  the  pain  then  becomes  severe,  and  the 
discbarge  offensive,  and  continues  so  to  the  end,  though  the  pain 
frequently  subsides,  sometimes  altogether  ceases  long  before  the 
patient  dies.  Most  of  the  errors  in  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  cancer 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  have  arisen  fromforgetfulness 
of  this  fact;  and  the  absence  of  pain  or  of  fetor  of  the  discharge 
has  been  assumed  to  negative  the  possibility  of  cancer  in  spite  of 
the  clearest  evidence  afforded  by  vaginal  examination  of  its  ex- 
istence. It  is,  however,  a  very  rare  occurrence  indeed  for  pain  to 
be  absent  through  the  whole  course  of  cancer,  though  by  no 
means  unusual  for  the  disease  to  have  made  great  progress  before 
any  suffering  is  experienced.  Though  not  invariably,  yet  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  is  the  epithelial  variety  of  cancer  which  is 
distinguished  by  this  absence  of  pain.  Still,  in  some  of  the  soft 
varieties  of  medullary  cancer,  I  have  observed  the  same  thing. 
One  patient,  a  young  woman,  aged  thirty,  was  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  any  serious  disease  until  a  profuse  discharge  of  blood 
took  place  on  one  occasion  during  sexual  intercourse;  and  I  knew 
another  who  imagined  herself  to  be  suffering  merely  from  menor- 
rhagia,  to  have  had  intercourse  with  her  husband,  and  not  to  have 
supposed  her  ailment  to  be  serious  till  abortion  at  the  sixth  week 
of  her  pregnancy  destroyed  her  by  the  hemorrhage  which  accom- 
panied it.  In  both  of  these  cases  the  disease  was  of  the  medul- 
lary kind.  The  most  remarkable  case,  however,  which  I  have 
met  with,  and  indeed  the  only  instance  in  which  no  pain  at  all 
was  experienced,  was  that  of  a  woman  aged  thirty,  who  had  men- 
struated irregularly  for  three  years,  though  without  any  symptom 
of  local  ailment,  and  had  recovered  but  imperfectly  from  her  sixth 
labor  fourteen  months  before  she  came  under  my  notice.  Eleven 
months  before  I  saw  her,  she  had  sudden  and  very  jDrofuse  hemor- 
rhage, which  continued  for  eight  weeks,  and  was  then  succeeded 

1  See,  for  remarks  on  this  condition  of  the  kidney,  Cruveilhier,  Anaiojnie  Patho- 
lofjirpif,  vol.  ii,  p.  370,  and  Attas,  livraison  xxvii,  pi.  ii,  fig.  2;  and  also  Wagner, 
op.  cii.,  p.  111. 
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by  abnudaiit  transparent  non-offeusive  discharge.  From  that  time 
until  her  reception  into  the  hospital,  the  hemorrhage  or  the  watery 
discharge  had  been  constantly  present,  and  the  patient  was  ad- 
mitted, in  a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion,  on  the.  15th  of  July. 
Rest  and  astringents  checked  both  the  bleeding  and  the  discharge, 
and  food  and  wine  restored  her  strength  so  far,  that  on  the  30th 
she  went  home  to  arrange  some  domestic  matters,  but  on  my 
representation  of  the  serious  nature  of  her  disease,  she  returned 
on  the  5th  of  August.  Hemorrhage  recurred  the  next  day,  and 
continued  for  ten  days,  but  on  the  2 1st  she  was  so  far  recovered, 
and  had  regained  so  much  strength,  that  all  my  persuasions  to 
induce  her  to  remain  were  inefiectual.  She  went  home;  on  the 
1st  of  September  hemorrhage  returned,  and  of  this  she  died  on 
the  5th,  having  throughout  had  no  other  sense  of  discomfort  than 
some  difliculty  in  micturition,  from  w^hich  she  had  suffered  for  two 
years,  and  which  was  not  at  all  increased  in  severity  by  the  super- 
vention of  the  cancerous  disease. 

JSText  on  the  list  of  symptoms  stands  hemorrhage  ;  and  contrary 
to  what  is  still  laid  down  in  some  books,  bleeding,  so  far  from 
being  a  proof  that  the  disease  has  reached  the  stage  of  ulceration, 
is  often  the  earliest  sign  of  its  existence,  since  it  is  mentioned  in 
forty-six  per  cent,  of  the  cases  as  preceding  any  other  ailment.  A 
similar  error,  as  you  scarcely  need  to  be  reminded,  was  once  gen- 
erally current  with  reference  to  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs  in 
phthisis.  The  hemoptysis,  which  we  know  to  be  in  many  instances 
due  to  congestion  of  the  lung,  and  to  be  the  herald  of  coming  mis- 
chief, was  supposed  to  be  the  proof  of  irremediable  injur}'  already 
inj&icted,  of  the  giving  way  of  a  vessel  in  consequence  of  its  being 
involved  in  the  spread  of  the  ulceration.  The  same  explanation 
as  accounts  for  the  bleeding  in  the  one  case  may  be  admitted  as 
interpreting  it  in  the  other;  and  the  practical  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  this  fact,  concerns  the  extreme  importance  to  be  at- 
tached to  causeless  hemorrhage  from  the  womb,  the  urgent  need 
for  making  a  vaginal  examination  by  which  we  may  detect  some 
forms  at  least  of  malignant  disease,  at  or  near  their  outset,  at  a 
time  when  remedies  can  retard  their  progress,  when  surgery  may 
perhaps  altogether  remove  them. 

Hospital  practice  gives  so  little  opportunity  for  tracing  cases  of 
chronic  disease  from  their  commencement  to  their  close,  that  I 
can  give  no  definite  statement  as  to  the  general  relations  borne  by 
bcmorrliage  to  the  other  symptoms  of  cancer  throughout  its  whole 
course.  The  ibrm  in  whicli  the  bleeding  first  shows  itself  is  very 
various.  Sometimes  it  is  a  draining  of  blood,  not  profuse  but 
continuous,  reseml^ling  the  discharge  at  an  ordinary  menstrual 
period,  except  that  it  may  not  liave  come  on  at  the  right  epoch, 
and  that  it  generally  continues  for  a  longer  time,  until  it  excites 
anxiety  by  its  i)ersistence,  or  in  other  instances  ])y  the  froqueney 
of  its  return.  It  sometimes  assumes  these  characters  in  ihc  aged, 
in  whom  all  the  sexual  l"un(-tions  have  long  ceased,  l)ul  who  at  first 
regai'd  the  reajtpearanee  of  a  sanguineous  discharge  with  a  sort  of 
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half  complacenc}^,  as  thongli  it  were  an  evidence  of  their  rejuven- 
escence ;  but  it  is  not  in  the  aged  alone  that  this  form  of  hemor- 
rhage takes  place.  It  is,  however,  more  common  for  hemorrhage 
to  take  phice  either  at  a  menstrual  period,  or  a  day  or  two  after  its 
cessation  ;  but  though  an  ill-marked  periodicity  is  generally  ob- 
servable in  all  hemorrhages  from  the  womb,  whatever  be  their 
cause,  and  whatever  the  age  of  the  patient  in  whom  they  occur,  it 
is  certainly  unusual  for  menstruation  in  cases  of  cancer  to  con- 
tinue regular  in  its  return.  Sometimes  menstruation  anticipates, 
at  other  times  there  is  a  fortnightly  hemorrhage,  the  discharge  at 
each  period  presenting  an  equal  claim  to  be  regarded  as  menstrual; 
but  it  is  not  often  that  the  proj^er  period  continues  to  be  recogniz- 
able after  two  or  three  returns  of  bleeding.  A  few  cases  occur  of 
a  single  profuse  outburst  of  blood,  not  followed  by  any  return  of 
hemorrhage,  or  merely  by  the  occasional  admixture  of  sanguineous 
fluid  with  the  discharge  which  takes  place  at  other  times.  Pro- 
fuse loehial  discharges  have  once  or  twice  passed,  according  to  the 
patient's  statement,  into  a  hemorrhage  which  has  been  the  first 
evidence  of  cancerous  disease ;  but,  of  course,  the  cases  in  which 
this  is  observed  are  rare  and  exceptional. 

In  the  early  stages  of  cancer,  the  bleeding  is,  as  the  table  shows,^ 
most  frequently  unaccompanied  by  pain,  though  to  this  there  are 
some  exceptions.  With  the  advance  of  the  disease,  pain  is  gen- 
erally associated  with  the  hemorrhage ;  for  with  the  exception  of 
cases  of  epithelial  cancer,  in  which  the  delicate  vessels  give  way 
under  the  slightest  cause,  congestion  of  the  womb  generally  pre- 
cedes each  outburst  of  bleeding,  and  is  relieved  by  its  occurrence. 
The  source  of  the  hemorrhage  continues  to  be  the  same  after  ul- 
ceration has  taken  place  as  it  was  before,  and  the  blood  is  furnished 
much  less  by  the  diseased  surface  than  by  the  whole  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  womb.  The  expulsive  uterine  pains  which  in  many 
instances  accompany  the  hemorrhage,  are  due  to  the  same  cause- 
as  in  ordinary  menorrhagia — namely,  the  formation  of  coagula 
within  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  the  efforts  of  the  womb  to 
expel  them ;  efforts  which  are  all  the  more  painful,  owing  to  the 
resistance  which  they  encounter  from  the  unyielding  tissues  infil- 
trated with  cancerous  matter.  There  is  no  stronger  evidence  that 
the  ulcerated  surface  furnishes  but  a  small  part  of  the  bleeding 
than  is  afibrded  by  its  invariable  diminution,  often  by  its  complete 
cessation  in  the  advanced  stages  of  cancer,  while  in  not  a  few  in- 
stances in  which  the  process  of  ulceration  has  been  most  rapid, 
and  the  destruction  of  tissues  most  extensive,  there  has  been  but 
little  bleeding,  or  the  hemorrhage  has  been  entirely  confined  to 
the  outset  of  the  disease.  A  woman,  aged  thirty-eight,  came  into 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  to  die  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  and 
sank  on  the  second  day  after  her  admission.  The  posterior  lip  of 
her  uterus  was  completely  destroyed,  and  the  finger  passed  up  at 
once  into  its  cavity,  whence  there  projected  an  irregular,  sprouting 

1  See  p.  301. 
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growth.  The  anterior  lip  of  the  uterus  was  firmly  adherent  to  the 
anterior  vaginal  wall,  along  which  the  cancerous  disease  had  ex- 
tended to  within  an  inch  of  the  vulva,  wdiile  the  lip  itself  was 
irregular,  thickened,  and  in  .great  measure  destroyed  by  ulcera- 
tion. A  single  attack  of  hemorrhage  lasting  for  five  hours,  was 
the  index  of  the  commencement  of  her  illness  eight  months  be- 
fore. Abundant  and  often  fetid  leucorrhoea  had  been  present  for 
many  months,  but  no  blood  appeared  at  any  time  in  the  discharge, 
except  on  the  single  occasion  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Lastly,  with  reference  to  the  discharges  in  cancer  cases.  They 
difler  much  in  different  forms  as  w^ell  as  in  different  stages  of  the 
disease.  An  increased  mucous,  op-muco-purulent  discharge,  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  in  the  early  stages  of  medullary  cancer,  de- 
pendent on  the  general  congestion  of  the  womb,  whieli,  as  we 
have  seen,  accompanies  the  disease  at  its  outset.  This  discharge 
is  not  in  general  oftensive,  but  sometimes  patients  will  complain 
of  an  ofiensive  discharge  as  having  been  the  first  symptom  of  the 
disorder,  and  this  in  cases  where  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  no 
breach  of  surface  at  the  time  existed.  In  this,  however,  there  is 
nothing  remarkable ;  oftensive  leucorrhoea  accompanies  uterine 
congestion  and  uterine  inflammation  in  many  instances,  or  results 
in  cases  of  menorrhagia,  or  of  polypus,  or  of  fibrous  tumor,  from 
the  decomposition  of  blood  Avhich  has  iDeeu  poured  out ;  and  our 
patients,  at  any  rate,  are  not  to  be  expected  to  discriminate  be- 
tween bad  odors  from  one  cause  or  from  another.  With  the  ad- 
vance of  the  miscliief  the  discharge  becomes  almost  always  un- 
mistakably oftensive,  though  the  variations  in  this  respect  are 
even  in  the  same  case  not  a  little  remarkable.  It  has  been  seen 
that  portions  of  the  diseased  structure  not  infrequently  slough  off, 
and  are  detached  from  time  to  time,  leaving  behind,  when  they 
are  separated,  a  comparatively  clean  surface,  on  which  for  a  time 
a  sort  of  attempt  at  healthy  granulation  may  be  perceptible. 
While  the  tissues  are  dying  and  being  renewed,  the  discharge 
from  the  cancer  will  generally  be  a  dirty,  highlj^  oftensive  sanies ; 
after  they  have  been  completely  thrown  oft"  the  secretion  may  be 
but  scanty,  puriform,  and  comparatively  inoftensive;  while  in 
almost  every  case,  sujjposing  proper  precaution  to  be  taken  by 
syringing  the  vagina, -and  b}' due  attention  to  cleaidiness  to  re- 
move the  secretion  completely  and  frequentl}',  the  oft'ensiveness 
of  the  discharge  will  depend  in  very  great  measure  on  the  activity 
with  which  the  processes  of  sloughing  and  separation  of  portions 
of  the  cancerous  substance  are  going  on.  When  the  disease  is  in 
a  compai-atively  indolent  state,  as  it  sometimes  continues  for 
montiis  beibre  the  death  of  the  patient,  M'ho  sinks  in  that  case 
under  the  cancerous  cachexia  rather  than  under  the  advance  of 
the  local  mischief,  the  discharge  is  olten  neither  very  profuse  nor 
very  oftensive.  In  the  indolent  state  of  the  disease,  too,  the  se- 
cretion has  seldom  anything  of  the  ])urnlent  character  wliicli  is 
observable  when  ulceration  and  its  allied  processes  are  going  on 
actively,  ])ut  is  usual  I}-  watery,  sometimes  blood-stained,  at  other 
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times  comparatively  transparent.  In  epitlielial  cancer,  also,  tlie 
discharge  is  generally  serons,  and  often  almost  inodorous,  it  being 
rather  a  secretion  from  the  surface  than  the  result  of  any  decom- 
position and  destruction  of  tissue.  This  same  absence  of  any 
marked  offensive  odor  continues  likewise  very  frequently  even 
after  ulceration  and  destruction  of  substance  have  commenced  in 
an  epithelial  cancer,  though,  as  its  characters  become  merged,  as 
they  often  do,  in  those  of  medullary  cancer,  the  discharge  almost 
always  acquires  a  much  worse  smell  than  before.  In  cases  ap- 
proaching to  cauliflower  excrescence,  where  the  patient  dies  of 
hemorrhage,  and  also  in  cases  of  the  so-called  corroding  ulcer  of 
the  OS,  the  discharge  continues  inoffensive  even  to  the  last.  These, 
however,  are  exceptional  cases,  and  in  no  way  interfere  with  the 
correctness  of  the  general  rule,  that  offensive  discharge  is  one  of 
the  symptoms  of  malignant  disease  scarcely  ever  absent  in  some 
part  of  its  course. 

One  or  two  practical  inferences  may  be  drawn  from  what  has 
been  stated,  which  it  will  be  worth  while  always  to  bear  in  mind. 
First  of  all,  the  presence  or  absence  of  offensive  discharge  must 
in  no  measure  be  allowed  to  influence  us  in  deciding  on  the  ma- 
lignancy or  non-malignancy  of  any  disease  of  the  womb.  Mere 
irritation  of  the  organ  from  inflammation  or  congestion  may  be 
associated  with  it,  decomposition  of  blood  within  the  sexual  organs 
may  occasion  it,  or  the  decay  and  disintegration  of  a  fibrous  tumor 
or  polypus.  On  the  other  hand,  the  discharge  frond  an  epithelial 
cancer  is  often  for  a  long  time  inoffensive,  and  sometimes  continues 
so  throughout,  while  in  other  cases  the  presence  or  absence  of  an 
offeiisive  character  in  the  secretion,  may  depend  upon  whether  the 
disease  is  in  an  indolent  or  in  an  active  state.  Even  in  the  latter 
case,  if  an  examination  be  made  just  after  the  dead  tissues  have 
been  thrown  off",  it  may  be  found  that  no  bad  smell  is  given  out 
by  discharges  which  but  a  few  weeks  before  were  intolerably 
offensive. 

It  would,  I  apprehend,  answer  no  really  useful  end  were  I  to 
endeavor  to  group  together  those  symptoms  which  we  have  hith- 
erto examined,  and  out  of  them  to  form  a  general  portraiture  of 
uterine  cancer.  The  degree  in  which  each  symptom  is  manifested, 
the  order  in  which  the  symptoms  succeed  each  other,  the  time 
during  which  they  are  associated,  the  increase  of  one  a.nd  the 
diminished  urgency  of  another,  all  vary  so  much  in  diflerent  in- 
stances that  no  general  description  could  be  applicable  in  all  its 
details,  and  I  therefore  forbear  from  an  attempt  which  might  mis- 
lead, and  could  scarcely  instruct  you. 

Hitherto,  however,  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  signs  of 
general  constitutional  disorder  which  sooner  or  later  manifest 
themselves  in  almost  every  case  of  cancer,  whether  of  the  womb 
or  of  other  organs,  and  wliich  add  much  to  the  patient's  distress. 
The  cancerous  cachexia,  which  is  absent  only  in  some  few  in- 
stances of  epithelial  carcinoma  where  death  takes  place  from  pure 
loss  of  blood,  is  something  more  than  the  mere  anaemia  produced 
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by  hemorrhage,  or  by  the  exhaustion  that  follows  long-protracted 
suifering.  "  The  fount  of  all  the  blood  is  touched  corruptedly ;" 
food  does  not  nourish,  the  strength  fails,  the  body  wastes,  the 
stomach  refuses  to  perform  its  proper  functions;  nausea  distresses 
the  patient,  or  sickness  wears  her,  and  the  red,  raw,  glazed,  or 
aphthous  tongue  indicates  but  too  clearly  the  state  of  the  digestive 
mucous  membrane,  and  explains  the  urgency  of  that  thirst  which 
drink  cannot  quench,  which  it  is  so  often  scarcely  able  even  for  a 
few  moments  to  allay.  The  state  of  the  bowels  is  frequently  an 
additional  source  of  trouble,  constipation  alternating  with  diarrhoea. 
The  former  condition  is  frequently  induced  in  measure  by  the 
mechanical  obstacle  which  the  enlarged  and  hardened  womb  offers 
by  its  pressure  on  the  rectum  to  the  passage  of  the  fseces,  and  is 
still  further  maintained  by  the  lack  of  muscular  power  in  the  in- 
testines themselves,  which  are  no  longer  able  by  vigorous  peristaltic 
movements  to  propel  their  contents.  When  once  diarrhoea  comes 
on,  the  same  want  of  power  allows  it  to  continue  till  the  intestinal 
canal  is  completely  emptied,  while  to  the  same  cause  may  be  in  a 
large  measure  attributed  the  flatulence  which  often  distresses  the 
patient,  producing  much  abdominal  pain,  and  not  infrequently 
issuing  in  an  attack  of  diarrhoea.  The  sleep  is  always  disturbed 
and  unrefreshing ;  opiates  indeed  may  relieve  the  pain,  but  they 
often  aggravate  the  other  ailments ;  the  patient  feels  too  ill  to 
sleep,  or  if  she  dozes,  the  parched  mouth  and  burning  throat  awake 
her,  or  else  the  sense  of  utter  prostration  and  exhaustion,  and  the 
sufferer  returns  to  consciousness  with  the  feeling  that  but  a  little 
more,  and  the  sleep  would  have  ended,  as  indeed  it  does  not  very 
rarel}^,  in  death.  In  this  state  I  have  on  five  occasions  known 
convulsions  to  come  on,  which  ended  in  coma,  and  in  three  of  the 
cases  the  coma  ended  in  death,  which  took  place  twice  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  once  at  the  end  of  eight  days.  These  head  s^-mp- 
toms,  however,  are  not  by  any  means  indicative  of  actual  disease 
of  the  brain,  for  two  of  the  patients  being  examined  after  death, 
no  trace  of  mischief  was  discoverable  there ;  and  two  others  having 
rallied  from  the  convulsions,  lived  for  manj'  months,  while  the 
henii})k'gia  which  in  one  instance  had  followed  the  fits  disap[)eared 
by  degrees,  but  completely.  In  a  sixth  case  great  impairment  of 
sensibility  of  the  left  side  occurred  causelessly,  and  disappeared  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  a  month  before  the  death  of  the  patient, 
during  whose  illness  no  other  sign  of  cerebral  disturbance  was 
observ^ed.  The  cause  of  these  cerebral  sym})toms  is  obscure.  The 
only  ex[iianation  of  them  with  which  I  am  accpiainted  is  that  sug- 
gested by  M.  Aran,'  who  regards  them  as  dependent  on  hydrone- 
phrosis, and  the  consequent  abolition  of  the  function  of  the  kidney. 
I  do  not  know  how  far  the  recovery  for  a  season  of  patients  in 
whom  these  symptoms  have  occurred,  and  their  subsequent  death 
from  the  ordinaiy  jii'ogress  of  carcinoma,  may  be  i'airly  regai'ded 
as  militating  against  this  theory.     In  two  instances  of  extreme 
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hydronephrosis,  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  cancerous  womb 
on  the  uterus,  no  sign  of  head-disturbance  preceded  death;  and  in 
the  two  who  died  there  is  no  account  of  remarkable  hydronephrosis 
having  been  discovered  at  the  post-mortem  examination. 

But  these  are  exceptional  cases,  and  death  is  not  in  general  pre- 
ceded by  any  marked  cerebral  symptoms.  The  powers  of  life  by 
degrees  wear  out,  the  local  mischief  often  remaining  for  weeks  or 
months  quite  stationary,  and  when  at  last  the  patient  dies,  it  may 
be  difficult  to  say  why  death  came  just  when  it  did,  why,  with 
disease  so  far  advanced,  it  did  not  come  sooner,  or  why,  life  having 
lasted  so  long,  it  should  not  have  continued  still  for  a  few  claj's  or 
a  few  -weeks  longer  ? 

In  one  case,  indeed,  the  general  poisoning  of  the  blood  gave  rise 
to  the  symptoms  of  pj^pemia  which  ushered  in  the  patient's  death, 
though,  singularly  enough,  previous  to  her  fatal  illness  the  signs  of 
the  cancerous  cachexia  had  been  by  no  means  extreme.  She  was 
fifty-six  years  old,  the  symptoms  of  uterine  disease  had  existed  for 
only  four  months,  and  the  mischief  was  so  almost  exclusively 
limited  to  the  uterine  cavity,  that  a  moment's  hesitation  had  been 
felt  as  to  whether  the  disease  was  really  of  a  malignant  character. 
At  the  time  of  her  admission  slight  feverish  symptoms  were  pres- 
ent, which  at  the  end  of  a  week  became  more  intense,  and  were 
associated  with- pain  in  the  upper  extremities  precisel}^  like  that 
of  rheumatism.  This  pain  continued,  though  it  did  not  increase 
in  severity,  but  the  fever  rapidly  assumed  a  typhoid  character, 
the  pulse  rose  to  140  in  the  minute,  the  tongue  became  dry,  and 
on  the  sixth  day  she  died. 

This  case,  indeed,  stands  alone  in  my  experience,  though  there 
is  a  great  difference  in  the  intensity  of  the  s^miptoms  of  cancerous 
cachexia  and  in  the  rapidity  of  their  course,  while  no  constant 
relation  appears  to  exist  between  the  amount  of  the  local  disease 
and  the  amount  of  constitutional  disorder.  When  most  rapid, 
hoAvever,  the  constitutional  symptoms  still  nearly  always  continue 
of  a  passive  kind ;  and  even  the  peritoneal  inflammation  which 
has  been  referred  to  as  a  not  infrequent  cause  of  hypogastric  pain, 
and  as  producing  adhesions  between  the  pelvic  viscera,  does  not 
seem  to  have  any  tendency  to  assume  an  active  character,  and  does 
not  materially  contribute  to  shorten  the  patient's  life.  The  diarrhoea 
often  has  this  tendency,  sometimes  assuming  a  dysenteric  charac- 
ter, and  being  found  after  death  associated  with  great  congestion 
of  the  rectum  and  lower  part  of  the  large  intestine,  and  great  en- 
largement of  the  solitary  glands.  It  is  very  unusual  for  great  local 
pain  to  attend  the  last  few  days  of  the  patient's  life,  and  in  the 
very  few  instances  in  which  I  have  observed  it,  it  was  associated 
with  the  development  of  cancerous  disease  in  the  abdomen,  and 
did  not  appear  to  be  attributable  to  the  affection  of  the  womb. 

Two  deviations  from  the  ordinary  course  of  cancer  must  be 
noticed  before  we  leave  the  subject  of  its  symptoms.  Reference 
has  already  been  made  to  the  occasional  absence  of  one  or  other 
of  those  symptoms  which  are  usually  regarded  as  characteristic  of 
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the  disease.  But  there  are  also  occasional  instances  in  -which  not 
merely  one  customary  symptom  is  absent,  but  in  which  all  the 
symptoms  are  so  little  marked  as  to  throw  the  nature  of  the  disease 
completely  into  the  shacle.  It  is  not  very  unusual  for  patients  to 
apply  for  the  cure  of  supposed  menorrhagia,  in  whom  examination 
ascertains  the  existence  of  far-advanced  cancer  of  the  womb;  but 
the  most  remarkable  case  of  the  latency  of  all  its  symjJtoms  which 
ha^  come  under  my  own  notice  is  the  following:  A  woman,  aged 
forty-five,  who  was  following  the  occuj^ation  of  a  cook,  came  to  me 
at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  complaining  of  constipation,  and  of 
some  uneasiness  in  defecation,  which  she  attributed  to  piles.  She 
had  no  hemorrhage,  and  no  uterine  pain,  and  it  was  only  on  closely 
questioning  her  that  she  admitted  the  existence  of  slight  leucor- 
rhoea.  There  were  no  hemorrhoids,  nor  was  there  any  disease 
about  the  rectum,  but  the  uterus  was  large,  less  movable  than 
natural  in  the  pelvis,  its  anterior  lip  hard  and  nodulated,  its  pos- 
terior destroyed, by  ulceration.  For  more  than  three  months  she 
continued  to  come  backwards  and  forwards  to  me,  and  during  the 
whole  of  this  time  she  retained  her  place,  expressing  great  relief 
from  simple  aperient  medicines  which  I  had  prescribed  for  her.^ 

I  do  not  knoAV  her  subsequent  history,  but  the-  practical  infer- 
ence from  cases  such  as  these  is,  that  we  must  take  nothing  for 
granted,  that  a  very  little  warrants  suspicion,  and- 1  may  add,  that 
we  must  not  place  implicit  reliance  on  our  patients'  statements 
when  they  deny  the  existence  of  some  symptom  which  is  either 
known,  or  popularly  believed  to  be  of  evil  import.  They  earnestly 
desire  its  absence;  they  will  not  allow  themselves  to  believe  in  the 
existence  of  what  they  so  intensely  dread. 

The  other  variety  of  cancer  is  an  acute  form  of  tJie  (i/seasg,  which 
I  believe  to  be  very  rare,  but  which  runs  its  course  with  much 
febrile  disturbance,  and  with  symptoms  of  an  active  character  such 
as  maybe  taken  by  the  superficial  observer  for  those  af  infiamma- 
tory  mischief.  It  is  a  form  which  I  have  seen  only  in  young 
persons,  and  soon  after  delivery  or  miscarriage.  In  one  instance, 
a  woman  who  had  miscarried  at  four  months,  and  had  had  a  single 
profuse  attack  of  hemorrhage  two  months  before  she  came  under 
my  notice,  was  received  into  the  hospital  in  a  state  of  profuse  sali- 
vation, in  consequence  of  mercury  given  her  for  the  cure  of  alleged 
uterine  inflammation.  The  disease,  of  which  she  soon  died,  was 
cancer  in  a  state  of  fir-advanced  ulceration;  but  there  had  been  so 
much  febrile  disturbance  and  so  much  ahdominal  i)ain  as  to  throw 
an  intelligent  practitioner  ofi'his  guai'd,  and  to  lead  him  to  neglect 
what  might  seem  the  very  obvious  duty  of  making  a  vaginal  ex- 
amination. Another  case  somewhat  of  the  same  kind  I  have  also 
seen,  in  which  tlie  disease  ran  its  course  in  three  months  and 
8event(!en  days;  its  commencement  l)eing  reckoned  from  the  date 
of  the  patient's  delivery,  ])revi()us  to  which  she  was  not  aware  of 
any  symptom  of  uterine  disease.     In  this  case  the  i>atient  died  in 

1  A  case  oftlic  kind  is  r(.'!uli.'d  hy  J)r.  yiinp-son,  op.  cii.,  p.  lUO. 
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a  state  of  coma  which  had  succeeded  to  convulsions,  and  her  state, 
even  at  the  time  of  her  admission,  was  one  of  very  great  urgency. 
She,  however,  had  a  hot  skin,  and  a  furred  tongue,  and  a  rapid 
pulse,  with  considerable  abdominal  pain,  and  I  can  readily  con- 
ceive that  at  its  outset  these  symptoms  might,  as  in  the  other  case, 
have  led  into  error. 

We  have  alread}^  seen  that  on  the  one  hand  the  presence  of  a 
disposition  to  cancer  does  not  interfere  at  all  with  a  woman's  fer- 
tility, and  on  the  other,  that  the  changes  that  succeed  to  childbirth 
seem  to  favor  the  advance  of  the  disease.  It  now  remains  for  us 
to  look  at  the  influence  which  cancerous  disease  of  the  womb  exerts 
on  the  process  of  labor  itself,  when  a  woman  so  afflicted  has  the 
misfortune  to  become  pregnant.  The  evidence  of  statistics  bears 
out  fully  what  one  would  anticipate  to  find,  and  shows  that  the 
rugged  and  thickened  os  uteri  dilates  slowly,  painfully,  and  imper- 
fectly ;  that  it  is  often  rent  during  the  parturient  etforts,  and  that 
formidable  hemorrhage  takes  place,  or  dangerous  inflammation 
succeeds ;  and  that  sometimes  so  insurmountable  are  the  obstacles, 
that  the  child  cannot  pass  at  all,  and  the  mother  and  her  unborn 
babe  either  perish  together  during  the  parturient  efforts,  or  that 
gestation  is  prolonged  far  beyond  its  ordinary  term,  and  that  death 
at  length  takes  place  without  any  decided  effort  having  been  made 
by  the  uterus  to  expel  its  contents.^ 

Table  sliowing  the  Result  of  Seventy-five  Cases  of  Cancer  of  the 
Neck  of  the  Womb  complicating  Labor. 


Died  in  or 

Recovered 

Authority. 

Total  Cases. 

-very  soon 

from  the  effects 

after  Labor. 

of  Labor. 

2  Pnchelt,       .     .     . 

31 

18 

13 

3  Oldham,      .     .     . 

5 

2 

3 

*  Cormack,    .     .     . 

1 

1 

^  Simpson,     .     .     . 

2 

2 

4 

fi  Arnott,  .... 

6 

2 

''  Scanzoni,     .     .     . 

4 

4 

^  Dorrington, 

1 

1 

9  Kiwisch,      .     .     . 

4 

4 

10  Menzies,      .     .     . 

20 

10 

io 

11  Spiegelberg,     .     . 

1 

1 

75 

41 

34 

1  As  in  Dr.  Menzies'  very  remarkable  case  recorded  in  Glasgow  MedicalJoiirnal, 
vol.  i,  p   129,  July,  1853. 

2  De  Tumoribus  in  Pelvi,  &c.,  8vo.,  1840,  cap.  iii  and  iv. 

3  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  1851,  p.  204,  and  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  2d  series, 
vol.  vii,  p.  427.  ■•  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  1851,  p.  212. 

5  Op.  cit.,  p.  648.  «  Med.  Chir.  Trans.,  vol.  xxxi,  p.  37. 

■^  Lehrhuch  der  Geburtslmlfe,  vol.  ii,  258. 

8  Prov.  Med.  Journal,  Oct.  7,  14,  21,  1848.  "      9  Op.  cit,  vol.  i,  p.  540. 

1"  Menzies,  loe.  cit.  In  Menzies'  table  of  27  cases  are  included  those  of  Denman, 
contained  in  Puchelt's  table,  and  some  cases  of  Oldham  and  Simpson,  which  are 
separately  referred  to  by  me.     These  being  omitted.  20  cases  remain. 

"  Monatschriftf.  Geburtsk.,  Feb.  1858,  vol.  xi,  p.  110. 
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In  Seventy-two  Cases  the  Fate  of  the  Children  is  mentioned. 


Authority. 

Total  Cases. 

Dead. 

Born  alive. 

Puchelt,     .... 
Oldham,      .... 
Cormack,   .... 
Simpson,    .... 

Arnott, 

Scanzoni,    .... 
Dorrington,    .     .     . 
Kiwisch,     .... 
Menzies,     .     .     .     .- 
Spiegelberg,    .     .     . 

30 
5 

1 

6 
2 
4 

1 

4 

18 

1 

19 
4 

2 
2  twins 
4 
1 
4 
11 

11 
1 
1 
4 
1 

"i 
1 

72 

47 

26 

Hereafter  we  must  return  to  the  subject,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
the  means  which  will  give  us  the  greatest  chance  of  carrying  the 
miother  and  her  child  safely  through  these  dangers.  For  the 
present,  it  is  enough  to  have  adverted  to  them,  and  to  have  shown 
their  nature  and  extent. 

In  the  foregoing  lectures  I  have  occasionally  noticed  the  main 
distinctions  between  innocent  and  malignant  diseases  of  the  womb, 
and  it  may  at  first  sight  appear  needless  to  enter  into  details  con- 
cerning the  diagnosis  of  uterine  cancer,  since  its  characteristics 
are  so  well-marked  as  seldom  to  leave  room  for  doubt,  or  to  allow 
the  possibility  of  error,  except  to  the  grossly  ignorant,  or  the  wil- 
fully careless. 

But  though  this  is  usually  the  case,  yet  it  does  sometimes 
happen  that  error  is  fallen  into  by  persons  who  can  neither  be 
charged  with  want  of  knowledge,  nor  with  want  of  care,  and  such 
error  most  frequently  takes  the  form  of  regarding  an  innocent 
disease  as  one  of  malignant  character,  and  thus  entails  much 
needless  anxiety  on  the  patient  and  her  friends.  At  a  time  when 
induration  of  the  cervix  uteri  was  commonly  supposed  to  be  due 
to  scirrhous  deposit,  this  mistake  was  much  more  frequently  com- 
mitted than  it  is  at  the  present  day;  but  even  now  the  practical 
error  survives,  as  is  its  wont,  the  pathological  blunder  in  which  it 
originated. 

Hence  it  becomes  by  no  means  superfluous  to  lay  it  down  ns  a 
rule,  so  far  as  I  know  without  any  exception,  that  long-standing 
induration  and  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  uteri,  with  or  without 
superficial  abrasion,  l)ut  unaccompanied  by  thickening  of  the  roof 
of  the  vagina  and  by  diminished  mobility  of  the  uterus,  are  due  to 
chronic  inflanmiation,  not  to  cancerous  dc')»osit. 

So  great  is  tlie  iinjiortance  of  distingnisliing  between  those  two 
conditions,  tliat  it  may  be  worth  while,  even  at  the  risk  of  being 
tedious,  to  contrast  them  with  each  other : 


DIAaNOSIS  OP  UTERINE  CANCER. 


313 


In  Inflammatory  Induration. 

The  history  of  the  patient's  ailments 
generally  goes  back  for  a  period  of  several 
years,  and  her  symptoms  have  come  on' 
gradually. 

A  tedious  labor,  or  an  imperfect  con- 
valescence from  labor  or  miscarriage,  is 
very  frequently  referred  to  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  patient's  ailments. 

Pain  is  a  more  constant  and  an  earlier 
symptom  than  hemorrhage.  Menstrua- 
tion is  often  scanty ;  hemorrhage,  if  it 
occurs,  observes  a  monthly  or  sometimes 
a  fortnightly  type,  is  very  seldom  per- 
sistent, and  is  almost  always  attended  by 
much  suflering. 

The  cervix  uteri  is  always  tender,  often 
exquisitely  so ;  the  mobility  of  the  uterus 
is  but  little  modified  ;  the  enlarged  lob- 
*ules  of  its  lips  radiate  from  the  orifice. 


Ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  either  a 
simple  abrasion  of  the  epithelium,  or  a 
red  surface  of  a  finely  granular,  velvety 
texture,  sometimes  raised  a  little  above 
the  level  of  the  adjacent  part,  never  de- 
pressed beneath  it.  The  margins  of  the 
ulcerations  are  always  smooth  and  regu- 
lar, and  the  discharge  is  sometimes  puru- 
lent, oftener  glairy,  occasionally  a  little 
blood-streaked,  hardly  ever  offensive, 
and  furnished  more  from  the  interior  of 
the  uterus  than  from  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face. 


In  Uterine  Cancer. 

The  average  duration  of  cancer  does 
not  exceed  eighteen  months,  and  the  first 
symptoms  are  generally  sudden  in  their 
occurrence. 

Though  cancer  occasionally  develops 
itself  out  of  labor  or  miscarriage,  yet  such 
cases  are  so  rapid  in  their  course  as  to 
render  mistake  impossible. 

Hemorrhage  is  an  earlier,  and  in  the 
first  stages  usually  a  more  urgent  symp- 
tom than  pain.  It  is  causeless,  sudden, 
often  persistent,  not  governed  by  the 
menstrual  type,  and  the  season  of  flood- 
ing is  generally  one  of  mitigated  suffer- 
ing. 

The  cancerous  cervix  is  often  but  little 
sensitive  ;  the  mobility  of  the  uterus  is 
early  interfered  with  ;  the  enlarged  lob- 
ules of  its  lips  are  irregular  in  their 
position,  and  not  divided  by  fissures  ra- 
diating from  the  orifice. 

Cancerous  ulceration  is  never  a  simple 
abrasion,  but  either  a  sprouting,  coarsely 
granular  outgrowth  with  everted  edges, 
or  an  excavated  ulcer  with  a  dark  sur- 
face, and  jagged  margins;  often  partially 
covered  by  a  dark-grayish  slough.  The 
discharge,  which  is  furnished  from  the 
diseased  surface  rather  than  from  within 
the  uterus,  is  either  thick,  yellow,  puru- 
lent, highly  oflensive,  or  thin,  serous, 
often  blood-stained,  never  transparent 
and  albuminous. 


Attention  to  these  distinctions  will,  I  believe,  suffice  almost  in- 
variably to  prevent  the  confounding  of  mere  chronic  induration 
and  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus  with  malignant  disease.  I  have 
however,  met  with  two  instances  in  which  the  diagnosis  betw^een 
the  two  conditions  was  extremely  difficult,  and  in  which  time  alone 
removed  suspicions  that  had  appeared  but  too  well  founded. 
Both  of  these  cases  presented  considerable  resemblance  to  each" 
other ;  and  the  symptoms,  which  came  on  in  both  some  months 
after  delivery,  were  probably  due  in  reality  to  a  condition  of  im- 
perfect involution  of  the  uterus.  In  both  instances  profuse  hemor- 
rhage burst  forth  suddenly,  endangering  the  patient's  life,  and 
being  in  one  case  restrained  only  by  the  use  of  the  plug.  The 
uterus  was  in  both  cases  greatly  enlarged,  its  lips  were-  swollen 
and  everted  and  its  orifice  was  open,  so  that  its  condition  closely 
resembled  that  of  the  womb  aftected  b}^  fungoid  caucer;  while  the 
serous  discharge  which  flow^ed  in  the  intervals  between  the  attacks 
of  hemorrhage  gave  out  that  oftensive  odor  commonly  regarded 
as  almost  pathognomonic  of  malignant  disease.  The  nature  of 
the  case,  too,  was,  with  one  of  the  patients^,  rendered  the  more 
doubtful  by  the  circumstance  that  she,  being  turned  forty  years  of 
age,  having  given  birth  to  her  last  child  eighteen  months  before, 
and  having  weaned  it  seven  mouths,  had  yet  had  no  return  of 
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menstruation,  while  her  health  was  failing,  and  she  had  suffered 
much  from  dull  lumbar  pains.  In  this  case,  which  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  watching,  the  liemorrhage  recurred  at  irregular 
intervals  for  between  two  and  three  months,  when  it  ceased,  leav- 
ing the  patient  completely  exhausted.  Slowly  she  regained  her 
strength  ;  and  at  the  end  of  another  three  months  the  menses  re- 
turned naturally.  After  having  twice  recurred  at  their  proper 
periods,  the  menses  once  more  disappeared ;  their  cessation,  how- 
ever, was  accompanied  by  the  signs,  not  of  disease,  but  of  preg- 
nancy, which  terminated  in  the  birth  of  a  living  child  at  the 
seventh  month  of  utero-gestation.  Very  serious  hemorrhage  at- 
tended the  labor,  but  convalescence  was  uninterrupted,  and  no  sign 
of  cancerous  or  other  uterine  disease  has  reappeared,  though  the 
patient  has  now  entered  her  fortj'-ninth  year,  and  the  menses  are 
becoming  irregular  in  their  return,  preparatory  no  doubt  to  their 
final  cessation. 

In  this  instance  I  was  not  alone  in  the  unfavorable  opinion 
which!  entertained  of  the  patient's  prospects;  but  looking  back 
upon  the  case,  now  that  time  has  corrected  my  judgment,  I  can 
recall  to  mind  that  there  was  a  uniformity  in  the  enlargement  of 
the  uterine  lips,  and  in  the  degree  of  their  hardness,  which  is  not 
usual  in  fungoid  cancer,  and  that  there  was  an  absence  of  that 
nodulated  character  which  is  generally  obvious  in  the  uterus 
afiected  by  malignant  disease. 

Between  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus  and  malignant  disease  of 
the  organ,  a  vaginal  examination  usually  enables  us  readily  to  dis- 
criminate. Still  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  those  compara- 
tively rare  cases  in  which  the  body  of  the  uterus  is  afiected  by 
cancer  while  its  orifice  is  free  from  disease,  we  may  find  a  tumor 
perceptible  in  the  abdomen,  coupled  with  marked  increase  in  the 
dimensions  of  the  uterine  cavity,  and  sometimes  with  irregular 
thickening  in  the  substance  of  one  or  other  uterine  wall,  closely 
resembling  that  produced  by  the  i:)resence  of  a  fibrous  tumor, 
while  sometimes  a  distinct  outgrowth  is  perceptible  through  the 
OS.  Our  diagnosis,  however,  will  usuall_y  be  directed  aright,  by 
the  health  being  more  impaired,  and  the  local  suffering  more 
persistent  than  is  usual  in  a  case  of  fibrous  tumor;  by  the  loss  of 
mobility  of  the  uterus  being  more  considerable  than  even  its  in- 
creased size  would  account  tor;  and  by  the  extreme  vagueness  in 
the  outline  of  any  tumor  proceeding  from  the  uterine  walls. 

Keference  has  already  been  made'  to  the  possibility  of  mistaking 
a  fibrous  tumor  just  }iassing  through  the  os  uteri  for  caneeriMis 
disease  of  the  organ  ;  and  I  have  known  the  disintegrated  slough- 
ing surface  of  a  pedunculated  fibrous  liimor  or  polyi)us  lianging 
down  into  the  vagina  to  be  taken  for  advanced  uh'crated  earc-inoina 
of  the  neck  ol"  tlic  wouil).  Such  au  error,  however,  ought  no!  lo 
be  coniiiiillcd,  I'ny  on  a  careful  cxainination,  the  absence  of  the  os 

1  Seo  p.  2;i7. 
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uteri  from  tlie  lower  end  of  the  tumor,  its  oval  or  pyriform  shape, 
its  smooth  aucl  uniform  surface  at  those  parts  which  are  not  in  a 
state  of  ulceration,  and  the  possibility  in  almost  every  instance  of 
reaching  one  or  other  lip  of  the  os,  if  the  finger  is  carried  high  up 
along  the  tumor,  will  reveal  the  real  nature  of  the  case. 

One  point  only  still  remains  to  be  noticed  in  order  to  complete 
our  history  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  and  that  refers  to  its  duration, 
which  seems,  indeed,  to  be  shorter  instead  of  longer  than  that  of 
many  other  forms  of  the  same  disease. 

In  twenty-two  instances  I  was  able  to  fix  accurately  the  dura- 
tion of  uterine  cancer,  and  found  that  it  was — 

Under     4  months,  .....  in  1  case 

5        "        "  3    " 

"  6        "         <£  1     U 

u  9  a  li.  \      u 

II         12        "        "  3  " 

Exactly  1  year,       «  2  " 

13  months, (<  1  u 

Between  1  and  2    years,  ...  "  5  " 

"       2   —  2|-        "...  "  2  " 

<(       2^—3  "...  "  1  " 

Exactly  Z\  "     .     .     .  "  1  " 

Said  to  be  5,  but  doubtful,    .     .  "  1  " 

22 
Average  duration,  17.3  months. 

The  average  of  thirty-nine  cases,  as  given  by  Lebert,^  is  sixteen 
months  and  a  fraction,  a  result  very  near  approaching  to  my  own, 
and  less  than  the  average  duration  of  all  forms  of  cancer,  which  is 
stated  by  the  same  authority  at  eighteen  months,  the  progress  of 
the  disease  being  slower  in  the  mammary  gland,  the  testis  in  the 
male,  the  eye,  the  bones,  the  lymphatics,  and  the  intestinal  canal ; 
though  even  in  the  breast  and  the  testis,  in  which  its  advance  is 
most  tardy,  the  average  duration  of  the  disease  does  not  exceed 
three  years  and  a  half.'^ 

In  the  next  Lecture  we  shall  pass  to  the  investigation — I  wish 
we  could  do  it  with  brighter  prospects — of  the  remedial  means, 
whether  medical  or  surgical,  by  which  we  may  hope  to  retard  the 
course,  to  alleviate  the  suflerings  of  cancer,  sometimes  to  obtain 
for  the  patient  a  brief  respite,  now  and  then,  perhaps,  to  accom- 
plish her  cure. 

1  Oi).  cit,  p.  270.  2  Ibid.,  p.  122, 
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LECTURE    XXI. 

MALIGNANT  OE  CANCEEOUS  DISEASES  OF  THE  UTEEUS. 

Treatment  ;  various  opinions  entei'tained  at  different  times  concerning  it. 

Palliative  Treatment  ;  of  the  hemorrhages,  of  the  pain,  of  the  discharges, 
management  of  tlie  general  healtli,  and  of  symptoms  of  cancerous  cachexia.. 
Pregnancy  and  labor  complicated  with  cancer  ;  question  of  induction  of  prem- 
ature labor  ;  management  of  the  labor  itself. 

Curative  Treatment  ;  extirpation  of  the  whole  uterus  ;  results  of  the  operation, 
and  reasons  for  rejecting  it.  Excision  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  errors  which 
brought  it  into  discredit;  cases  suited  for  it;  modes  of  performing  the  opera- 
tion ;  dangers  ;  that  of  hemorrhage  the  chief.  Comparative  advantages  of 
ligature  and  excision  considered. 

Other  means  supposed  to  be  remedial ;  employment  of  cold,  of  caustics,  and  of  the 
actual  cautery  ;  observations  on  each. 

Very  numerous  have  beeu  the  fluctuations  of  opinion  with  ref- 
erence to  the  management  of  cancer  of  the  womb.  When  knowl- 
edge concerning  it  was  most  imperfect,  alleged  remedies  abounded, 
and  various  medicines  had  the  reputation  of  eUminatiug  the  cancer 
poison  from  the  sj'stem,  and,  acting  thiis  through  the  medium  of 
the  constitution,  of  removing  the  local  disease.  ISText  came  a 
period  of  adventurous  surgery,  of  attempts  to  root  out  the  whole 
evil,  over  which  it  became  evident  that  internal  means  had  but 
little  influence.  Soon,  however,  practitioners  were  aftrighted  at 
the  difficulties  and  the  dangers  of  such  operations,  and  then  re- 
sorted to  a  combination  of  local  and  general  treatment,  and  believ- 
ing that  between  cancer  and  inflammatory  induration  there  was 
some  close  bond  of  afiinity,  they  endeavored  by  depletion,  and  by 
other  means  calculated  to  retard  the  changes  which  inflammation 
produces,  to  keep  at  bay  the  advances  of  cancer.  An  attempt 
was  made,  too,  to  vindicate  to  surgery  its  share  in  the  removal  of 
this  disease,  even  when  medicine  was  of  no  avail,  and  for  a  time 
the  amputation  of  the  scirrhous  neck  of  the  womb  was  vaunted 
as  a  mode  of  almost  infallibly  arresting  the  otherwise  inevitable 
danger..  Time  and  increased  knowledge,  however,  have  led  us 
to  unlearn  much  in  which  our  predecessors  had  an  untaltering 
faith.  We  have  renounced  all  credence  in  the  specific  remedies 
once  believed  in  ;  we  have  abandoned,  as  too  hazardous  to  be  war- 
ranta1)le,  the  extirpation  of  the  whole  uterus  ;  we  have  found  out 
that  there  is  no  relation  between  inflammation  and  cancer ;  that 
antiphlogistic  means  which  remove  the  eflectsof  the  former,  have 
yet  no  power  to  control  the  progress  of  the  latter;  and,  moreover, 
that  the  supposed  triumi)hs  of  surgery  in  cutting  short  tlic  dis- 
ease, ])y  removing  tliat  small  ])ai't  of  the  organ  whence,  if  let 
alone,  it  might  have  Rj)read  to  sui'i'oundiiig  tissues  and  neighbor- 
ing viscera,  were,  for  tlu^  most  part,  jjurel}'  imaginary;  and  the 
trophies  once  displayed  in  our  museums  are  now  generally  I'ut 
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out  of  sight,  as  the  mementoes  of  a  pathological  blunder  and  a 
needless  operation. 

It  seems,  then,  that  in  the  greater  number  of  instances,  our  duty, 
in  the  treatment  of  uterine  cancer^  is  the  very  humble  one  of  miti- 
gating suft'erings  which  we  cannot  remove;  of  depriving  death  of 
some  of  its  terrors,  though  we  may  feel  ourselves  powerless  to  delay 
its  steps.  Carefully  to  study,  religiously  to  carry  out  this  duty, 
calls  for  much  care,  for  much  and  most  untiring  patience.  But 
there  are  some  few  cases  concerning  which  we  must  admit  the 
possibility  of  a  better  issue  being  attainable,  and  we  shall  advance 
all  the  more  steadily  in  our  quest  of  means  of  cure,  now  that  we 
have  learnt  with  greater  certainty  than  before  to  distinguish  the 
different  varieties  of  the  disease ;  to  know  the  cases  in  which  re- 
covery may  be  possible,  from  those  in  which  we  shall  assuredly 
err  if  we  aim  to  do  more  than  palliate  the  more  urgent  symptoms. 

I  propose,  therefore,  first  to  pass  in  review  the  diflerent  means 
by  which  we  can  minister  present  relief  to  the  patient  laboring 
under  cancer  of  the  womb  ;  and  then  to  consider  the  exceptional 
cases  in  which  we  may  attempt  something  more,  and  the  merits 
of  the  various  proceedings  by  which  a  radical  cure  of  the  disease 
has  been  attempted,  has  sometimes  even  been  achieved. 

In  cases  of  cancer  generally,  our  attention  is  divided  between 
the  relief  of  the  local  symptoms,  and  the  maintenance,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  general  health.  I  know  of  no  means  by  which  the 
progress  of  cancer  can  be  arrested  in  its  first  stage,  and  the  disease 
kept  stationary ;  a  source,  indeed,  of  constant  apprehension,  but 
the  occasion  of  little  present  discomfort,  and  of  no  immediate 
danger.  Almost  all  the  vegetable,  almost  all  the  mineral  poisons 
have  been  tried,  extolled,  and  rejected  in  turn;  tonics  have  been 
administered,  and  again  the  patient  has  been  placed  under  the  so- 
called  hunger  cure — that  is  to  say,  her  food  has  been  reduced  to 
the  smallest  quantity  on  which  life  can  be  maintained;  and  this 
with  the  result  which  the  empirical  trial  of  remedies  almost  always 
merits,  almost  always  attains. 

The  hemorrhage  is  usually  the  first  symptom  which  so  excites 
the  patient's  alarm  as  to  induce  her  to  seek  for  medical  aid.  But 
unfortunately,  ere  then  the  disease  has  often  made  considerable 
advances,  and  its  nature  is  already  but  too  evident.  The  hemor- 
rhage at  the  outset  of  the  disease  being,  as  already  explained,  due 
to  congestion  of  the  womb,  our  first  endeavor  must  be  by  every 
means'to  abate  it,  and  thus  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  return  of 
the  bleeding.  It  is  self-evident,  that  with  this  object  in  view,  every 
direct  excitement  of  the  sexual  organs  must  be  injurious,  and 
hence  there  can  be  no  exception  to  the  rule  which  interdicts  marital 
intercourse  whenever  there  is  the  least  suspicion  of  cancerous 
disease.  The  state  of  the  bowels  is  the  next  point  to  attend  to ;  and 
they  must  be  kept  freely  open,  if  possible,  by  mild  saline  aperients, 
which  unload  the  hemorrlioidal  vessels,  as  well  as  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  fsBces  in  the  intestinal  canal.  A  mild,  unstimu- 
lating  diet  is  equally  important,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in 
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the  early  stage  of  cancer  an  opposite  plan  is  injurious  to  the  pa- 
tient's general  health,  and  indirectl}^  accelerates  the  advance  of 
the  disease.  When  to  these  precautions  are  added  the  avoidance 
of  all  active  exertion,  and  the  most  absolute  rest  at  the  return  of 
each  menstrual  period,  I  fear  there  is  little  more  within  our  power. 
The  local  employment  of  depletion,  which  has  been  recommended 
in  the  early  stages  of  cancer,  is  very  rarely  admissible,  and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  advise  that  the  blood  should  ever  be  drawn  from 
the  uterus  itself,  but  rather  from  the  hypogastrium  or  the  groin, 
since  I  have  known  very  serious  difficulty  occnr  in  arresting  the 
bleeding  from  "leeches  applied  to  the  neck  of  the  womb  in  these 
cases. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  disease  the  hemorrhage  may  be  so  pro- 
fuse as  to  call  for  direct  restraint,  and  the  necessity  for  immediately 
checking  it  is  of  course  urgent  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  anae- 
mia which  already  exists.  The  gallic  acid  is  of  all  astringents 
that  which  has  least  often  failed  me;  but  in  order  to  obtain  decided 
effects  from  it,  it  should  be  given  in  doses  of  six  or  eight  grains 
every  four  hours.  The  infusion  of  matico,  as  a  local  application, 
is  also  of  much  use  in  some  of  these  cases;  but  the  management 
of  the  injection  can  never  be  safely  intrusted  to  the  patient,  who 
either  employs  itineifectoallj^  or  else  causes  herself  much  suffering 
by  striking  the  neck  of  the  womb  in  her  endeavors  to  introduce 
the  instrument  far  enough  into  the  vagina.  There  are  obvious 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  plugging  the  vagina  in  cases  of  ulcerated 
carcinoma;  and,  indeed,  the  mode  in  wliich  the  profuse  bleedings 
usually  take  place,  by  sudden  outbursts  of  hemorrhage,  followed 
by  a  long  pause,  is  that  against  which  such  a  proceeding  is  least  of 
all  calculated  to  guard.  In  some  cases  of  soft  medullary  cancer, 
or  of  epithelial  cancer,  when  the  continuance  of  hemorrhage  be- 
comes a  very  serious  source  of  danger  to  the  patient,  we  may  break 
down  the  tissue  with  the  finger,  and  then  inject  into  the  midst  of 
it  the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron.  The  bleeding  vessels 
are  thus  destroyed,  and  the  coagulation  of  the  extravasatcd  blood 
by  the  chemical  agent  prevents  the  occurrence  of  any  further 
liemorrhage,  while  the  whole  mass  which  has  been  thus  treated 
sloughs  away  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  leaving  behind  a  healthier 
surface,  or  one  at  any  rate  less  disposed  to  bleed.  This  proceeding, 
which  was  to  the  best  of  my  belief  first  recommended  by  Kiwisch,^ 
is  not  accompanied  by  much  pain,  nor  has  it,  in  my  experience, 
ever  been  followed  by  serious  constitutional  disturbance,  while 
the  improvement  which  for  a  time  succeeds  the  checking  of  the 
previous  drain  uj)oii  the  system  is  often  very  remarkable."    Kiwisch 

'  Op.  cii.,  vol.  i,  p.  547. 

*  III  tlio  Lfmcei  I'or  J>('(:cinl)or  '2'.),  1H5-''),  is  a  very  ri'iuarkalili'  cMsr  nlatcd  hy 
Dr.  Boulton,  of  llornoastlc^,  in  whicli  IIk;  bi't-iiUiiif^  (Idw  ii  nl'  iIh'  li>Mii>  ol'  a  hiri^o 
epitholiiii  (■ancfr  of  tin?  cervix  uteri,  uiul  tlic!  nrrcst  of  llir  siil>Mi|U('iit  lilccdiiit:;  iiy 
CHiiwticH,  of  wiiicli  till!  niiirint,<'(l  tiiu'tiire  "f  iron  niipoiir.s  to  luivc  iiiiswiTcd  b(,'.st, 
had  been  pcrscivcrfd  in  for  five  ycarH,  not.  only  witii  jj;rciit  iin|irovi'incnt  in  tlio 
patient's  condition,  Ijut,  as  would  kciwii,  \vi  I  li  I  lir  iiiial  result  (il'conijilclily  ilcsl  roving 
the  diHcase,  of  wliicli  for  hi.xtecn  niontli-  pnvinMs   to   his  (■(iiuMuiniiation  tlio  os 
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also  speaks  of  the  employment  of  the  actual  cautery  as  a  very  effi- 
cacious means  of  restraining  bleeding,  in  cases  where  the  surface 
is  of  too  firm  a  texture  to  be  broken  down.  I  have  not  tried  the 
actual  cautery  specially  for  this  purpose,  though  I  believe  that  in 
some  cases  of  uterine  cancer  I  have  obtained  by  it  much  tempo- 
rary improvement,  both  in  the  general,  health  of  the  patient  and 
in  the  condition  of  the  ulcerated  surface.  Of  this,  however,  more 
hereafter. 

The  pain  is,  of  all  the  symptoms,  that  from  which  the  patient 
most  earnestly  prays  for  relief,  while,  unfortunately,  we  are  often 
but  little  able  to  afford  it.  There  is  a  permanent  pain,  or  at  least 
a  permanent  sense  of  discomfort,  which  most  women  experience, 
and  besides,  there  are  occasional  paroxysms  of  severe  suffering 
from  w^hich  some  are  fortunately  exempt.  The  backache,  the 
pain  in  micturition,  and  the  distress  in  defecation,  are  usuall}^  to 
be  relieved  rather  by  attention  to  the  functions  of  the  bladder, 
and  the  state  of  the  bowels,  than  by  direct  anodynes.  The  Vichy 
water  as  a  drink,  the  extract  and  decoction  of  uva  ursi,  with  small 
doses  of  liquor  potassa  and  tincture  of  henbane,  often  give  much 
relief  to  the  irritable  bladder  which  troubles  the  patient  in  the 
early  stages  of  cancer,  while,  at  a  later  period,  when  organic  mis- 
chief has  commenced  there,  and  the  urine  is  loaded  with  phos- 
phates, small  doses  of  hydrochloric  acid,  with  the  extract  and 
decoction  of  pareira,  will  in  their  turn  be  of  service.  The  establislv 
ing  a  habit  of  regular  action  of  the  bowels  will  save  the  patient 
from  many  of  the  distressing  bearing  down  sensations  from  which 
she  had  previously  suffered.  Mild  laxatives,  such  as  the  confection 
of  senna,  or  very  small  doses  of  castor  oil,  are  generally  best  for 
this  purpose;  enemata  are  not  in  general  expedient,  for  their 
administration  is  often  very  painful,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
hemorrhoids,  while  the  pressure  of  the  distended  rectum  against 
the  womb  sometimes  brings  on  very  severe  suffering.  Plasters  of 
belladonna,  or  opium,  applied  to  the  back'or  above  the  pubes, 
sometimes  relieve  the  permanent  pain  in  those  situations,  while 
any  casual  aggravation  of  it  is  often  mitigated  by  the  local  aj^pli- 
cation  of  chloroform,  or  of  cotton-wool  soaked  in  a  liniment  of 
equal  parts  of  chloroform  and  oil,  and  covered  over  with  oiled 
silk  to  prevent  evaporation. 

The  longer  the  patient  can  dispense  with  the  habitual  employ- 
ment of  anodynes,  the  better  is  it  for  her  general  health.  In  time, 
however,  they  are  sure  to  become  necessary,  and  the  need  for  them 
is  usually  first  experienced  at  night,  for  almost  always  at  that  time 
the  pain  becomes  more  severe  than  it  had  been  during  the  day. 
"Whether  employed  at  night,  however,  or  given  more  frequently, 
it  is  always  desirable  to  begin  with  the  milclest  form  of  narcotic, 
and  to  pass  only  by  degrees,  and  as  each  in  turn  ceases  to  be  effi- 

uteri  had  presented  no  trace.  In  a  subsequent  report,  dated  October,  1857,  Mr. 
BouUon  adds,  that  after  the  lapse  of  three  years  from  the  last  operation  the  patient 
continued  perfect!}'  well ;  that  for  twelve  months  all  discharge  had  ceased,  and  that 
the  state  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  was  perfectly  normal. 
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cacious,  to  tliose  which  are  more  potent,  and  to  the  preparations 
of  opium.  I  usually  begin  with  camphor  and  henbane  in  the 
form  of  pill,  giving  five  grains  of  each  at  bedtime,  and  find  in 
most  cases  that  henbane  is  a  more  certain  and  more  eflicient 
medicine  than  hemlock.  If  the  anodyne  begins  to  lose  its  power, 
it  is  not  alwa^^s  necessary  at  once  to  increase  its  strength,  but  the 
same  dose  will  often  continue  to  act  if  it  be  combined  with  a 
draught  containing  ether,  or  some  other  diflusible  stimulant. 
Twenty  minims  of  the  compound  spirits  pf  ether,  and  fifteen  of 
the  chloric  ether,  will  often,  when  added  to  the  anodyne,  lull  the 
pain  which  had  previously  been  importunate,  or  procure  the  rest 
which  the  patient  had  before  been  unable  to  obtain.  The  same 
fact  holds  good  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  even  at 
a  time  when  opiates  in  large  and  frequently  repeated  doses  have 
become  absolutely  necessary.  After  henbane,  I  generally  make 
trial  of  the  Indian  hemp,  for  though  it  is  an  uncertain  medicine, 
and  one  the  efiect  of  which  seems  to  be  much  modified  by  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  patient,  it  does  not  in  general  either  consti- 
pate or  produce  headache,  or  disorder  the  digestion  to  so  great  an 
extent  as  opium.  Chlorodyne  has  also  many  of  these  advantages, 
and  though  perhaps  more  apt  to  constipate  than  the  Indian  hemp 
alone,  its  action  is  more  certain,  and  its  influence  less  speedily 
worn  out.  Belladonna  does  not  constipate,  but  it  occasions  head- 
ache, and  if  given  in  doses  sufiiciently  large  to  control  the  pain  of 
cancer,  it  is  sometimes  followed  by  an  alarming  degree  of  depres- 
sion. We  come  then  to  opium  and  its  difierent  preparations,  and 
of  all  of  these  the  tincture  is  generally  borne  for  the  longest  time, 
and  with  the  greatest  relief.  *"  There  are  peculiarities  in  difierent 
cases,  however,  which  lead  us  sometimes  to  prefer  one  form  and 
sometimes  another  of  this  remedy.  The  black  drop,  I  think,  causes 
on  the  whole  less  sickness  than  the  other  preparations  of  opium, 
morphia  not  excepted,  while,  in  spite  of  the  many  recommenda- 
tions of  tlie  latter  medicine,  we  are  sometimes  compelled  to  abstain 
from  giving  it,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  to  which  it  aggravates 
the  irritability  of  the  skin,  and  the  disposition  to  urticaria,  which 
are  not  very  unusual  attendants  upon  uterine  cancer.  "I  have  not 
found  any  such  advantages  from  the  employment  of  opiate  sup- 
positories or  of  opiate  cncmata  as  to  induce  me  to  prefer  that  mode 
of  giving  opium  to  its  administration  by  the  mouth;  and  I  may 
further  add,  that  the  local  employment  of  the  vapor  of  chloroform 
by  means  of  Dr.  Hardy's  very  ingenious  contrivance,  has  hardly 
ever  i)roved  sufficiently  powerful  to  give  much  relief  to  the  patient. 
Anotlier  local  amcsthetic,  which,  liowcver,  has  disappointed  those 
who,  like  myself,  have  recently  nuide  trial  of  its  etlicacy,  is  fur- 
nished by  directing  a  stream  of  carbonic  acid  gas  against  the  idcer- 
ated  surtace.  This  agent  has  been  used  at  various  times  within 
the  past  thirty  years  tor  the  purpose  of  alhiying  uU-riue  })ain,  but 
the  isohited  instances  of  its  employment  attracted  little  notice  till 
attention  was  recently  directed  to  the  subject  by  l*rofessor  Simp- 


TREATMENT     OF    THE     PAIN.  321 

son,  of  Edinburgh.^  He  speaks  of  its  results  as  uncertain;  since 
in  some  cases  it  completely  failed,  while  in  others  the  success  that 
followed  its  use  was  striking  and  immediate;  but  his  paper  con- 
tains few  definite  details  with  reference  to  its  employment.  Some 
trials  have  since  been  made  of  it  in  Paris,^  the  action  of  the  remedy 
still  appearing  to  be  uncertain,  and  its  effect  now  and  then  to  be 
that  of  ao'o-ravatino:  instead  of  mitiffatin^  sufierins;,  while  in  a  few 
instances  headache,  drowsiness,  and  depression  followed  its  em- 
ploj'ment,  though  not  to  a  serious  degree,  and  subsiding  spontane- 
ously in  a  few  hours  after  the  discontinuance  of  its  use.  According 
to  M.  Bernard,  who  has  written  most  fully  on  the  subject,  the  un- 
pleasant symptoms  were  less  frequently  produced,  and  in  a  slighter 
degree,  in  cases  of  uterine  carcinoma,  thaii  in  those  in  which  the 
vapor  was  applied  for  the  mitigation  of  pain  consequent  on  con- 
gestion or  inflammation  of  the  womb.  In  some  instances  the 
continued  employment  of  the  gas  for  some  ten  minutes  twice  a 
day  during  several  weeks  was  followed  not  only  by  a  great  miti- 
gation of  suffering,  but  also  by  a  great  improvement  in  the  state 
of  the  womb  itself  and  by  a  partial  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer.  In 
other  cases,  however,  the  local  condition  remained  unchanged, 
though  for  a  time  the  health  improved  in  proportion  as  the  pre- 
viously severe  pains  were  lessened. 

Nothing  can  be  simpler  than  the  mode  of  applying  the  gas.  In 
a  glass  vessel  capable  of  containing  a  pint,  and  such  as  is  used  for 
the  disengagement  of  gases,  either  carbonate  of  soda  and  tartaric 
acid,  or  chalk  and  sulphuric  or  muriatic  acid,  or  carbonate  of  soda 
and  bisulphate  of  potass  may  be  placed,  and  water  being  added  in 
quantity  sufficient  to  cover  them,  the  gas  maybe  conducted  through 
an  elastic  tube  into  the  vagina,  while  a  cloth  applied  to  the  external 
parts  will  prevent  its  too  rapid  escape.  M.  Bernard,  who  uses  25 
grammes  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  20  grammes  of  bisulphate 
of  potass,  or  about  5vi  of  the  former  to  5v  of  the  latter,  estimates 
the  quantity  of  gas  disengaged  from  these  materials  at  about  four 
pints,  which  is  given  out  in  a  period  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes^* 

My  own  experience  of  the  use  of  the  carbonic  acid  gas  in  cases 
of  cancer  is  confined  to  ten  cases,  in  three  of  which  temporary 
relief  followed  its  employment,  while  in  two  the  patient's  suifer- 
ings  seemed  rather  increased  by  it,  and  it  was  therefore  discon- 
tinued. In  the  other  five  instances  the  relief  was  not  striking — 
certainly  was  not  greater  than  a  comparatively  small  dose  of  an 
anodyne  would  procure;  nor  was  the  condition  of  the  patient 
otherwise  more  improved  than  might  be  expected  from  the  quiet 

1  Ohfitetric  Works,  vol.  ii,  p.  769. 

2  See  the  papers  of  M.  Follin,  in  A7-ch.  Gen.  de  Medecine,  Nov.,  1856,  p.  608,  and 
M.  Bernard,  ibid.,  Nov.,  1857,  p.  529. 

'  One  case  of  death  from  the  injection  of  carbonic  acid  ^as  into  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  is  recorded  by  Scanzoni  at  p.  131  of  vol.  iii  of  his  Beitrdge  zur  Geburis- 
htnde  und.  Gyndkologie,  8vo  ,  Wurzburg,  1858.  The  case,  however,  was  not  one 
of  cancer,  and  the  whole  circumstances  attendant  upon  it,  are  of  so  exceptional  a 
kind  that  no  inference  can  be  drawn  from  them  beyond  the  proof  which  they  af- 
ford of  the  possible  death  of  a  person  from  the  use  of  this  agent. 

21 
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and  tlie  comfort  of  an  hospital,  tliough  on  the  other  hand,  no  in- 
conveniences due  to  the  poisonous  influence  of  the  gas  were  pro- 
duced by  its  employment. 

The  idea  of  employing  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  to  relieve 
the  violent  paroxysms  of  uterine  pain,  naturally  suggests  itself  to 
our  minds.  It  is  not,  however,  of  as  much  service  practically  as 
might  have  been  anticipated.  Sometimes  the  pain  is  of  such  in- 
tensity that  chloroform  scarcely  mitigates  it;  not  infrequently 
sickness  and  vomiting  come  on  before  the  patient  is  fully  under 
its  influence ;  while  in  a  large  number  of  cases  so  much  depres- 
sion follows  its  use,  and  such  long-continued  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  that  the  patient  herself  is  unwilling  to  purchase  at  so 
dear  a  rate  a  very  short,  and  sometimes  very  imperfect,  immunity 
from  sufleriug.  Still  it  is  one  of  the  means  which  we  may  try, 
and  in  some  few  cases  it  is  well  borne,  and  gives  much  temporary 
relief. 

The  discharges  which  occur  in  the  course  of  uterine  cancer  call 
for  medical  interference,  either  to  restrain  their  excess,  or  to  cor- 
rect the  oflensive  odor  that  attends  them.  In  the  absence  of  these 
indications,  no  interference  is  desirable  beyond  such  as  mere  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness  dictates,  and  for  which  tepid  water  is  preferable 
to  any  kind  of  medicated  injection.  Direct  astringents,  such  as 
the  matico  or  tannin,  or  the  decoction  of  oak  bark,  are  useful  in 
restraining  the  profuse  serous  discharges  which  occur  in  some  cases 
of  epithelial  cancer,  and  are,  I  think,  generally  preferable  for  this 
purpose  to  lotions  of  lead,  or  zinc,  or  alum,  which  more  frequently 
produce  pain,  while  they  are  of  less  efiicacy  in  checking  the  super- 
abundant secretion.  Sometimes  the  discharge,  though  of  a  mucous 
or  muco-purulent  character,  is  extremely  profuse,  and  this  is  often 
diminished,  and  the  condition  of  the  ulcerated  surface  secreting  it 
is  improved  by  a  very  weak  acid  lotion,  such  as  5j  of  dilute  nitric 
acid  to  Oj  of  water;  while  more  decided  astringents  will  either  fail 
altogether  of  the  intended  eftect,  or  will  produce  an  increase  of 
pain.  Sometimes,  however,  an  abundant  secretion  from  an  irritable 
ulcerated  surface  is  checked,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  part  dimin- 
ished, by  the  use  of  an  injection  of  5j  of  sulphate  of  iron  and  5iij 
of  extract  of  conium  to  a  pint  of  water.  Now  and  then  the  extreme 
sensitiveness  of  the  ulcerated  surface  is  diminished  by  a  lotion  of 
3ss  of  opium  to  a  pint  of  lead-wash,  but  as  a  general  rule,  the  local 
application  of  anodynes  to  the  diseased  surface  is  by  no  means 
efficacious;  and  much  more  relief  is  aflbrded  by  agents  of  greater 
power,  and  which  tend  directly  to  alter  the  state  of  the  part.  In 
this  way  great  relief  is  sometimes  given  b}'  strong  solutions  of 
caustic,  which,  at  tliC  same  time,  are  a  most  powerful  means  of 
destroying  the  liorribly  oflensive  odor  that  attends  upon  the 
slougliing  and  detachment  of  portions  of  cancerous  outgrowth. 
A  solution  of  IDj  to  5ss  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  ,^j  of  water  injected 
imme(liiit<'ly  into  the,  diseased  tissue,  h;is  the  cllect  both  of  destroy- 
ing the  Imd  odor,  und  also  of  liMstening  the  sejiaration  ol'the  slough. 
The  employment  oi'  this  daily  for  one  or  two  days  generally  sullices, 
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but  at  the  same  time  a  weak  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  such  as 
would  be  formed  by  5ij  of  the  solution  to  Oj  of  water,  or  the  same 
quantity  of  Condy's  fluid,  may  be  used  several  times  a  day  with 
the  eiiect  both  of  diminishing  the  foetor,  and  of  improving  the 
condition  of  the  ulcerated  surface.  In  far-advanced  carcinoma 
these  remedies  may  cease  either  to  be  useful  or  to  be  admissible, 
but  then  the  creasote  lotion,  made  with  5j  of  creasote  to  Oj  of 
some  mucilag'inous  fluid,  will  have  a  remarkable  influence  in  re- 
moving the  oflensive  smell  which  adds  so  much  to  the  distress  of 
the  patient  and  of  those  about  her.  When  the  bladder  or  rectuin 
has  been  injured  by  tlie  advance  of  the  disease,  we  are  unfortun- 
ately reduced  to  mere  ablution,  and  the  use  of  lotions  of  tepid 
water.  When  this  accident  does  not  happen,  it  fortunately  occurs, 
as  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  the  disease  of  the  womb  often 
remains  stationary  for  months  together,  and  that  the  patient  is 
spared  at  the  close  of  life  many  of  the  painful  local  symptoms 
which  distressed  her  during  the  earlier  period  of  her  disease. 

And  this  brings  me,  last  of  all,  to  consider  the  management  of 
the  cancerous  cachexia  ;  of  those  symptoms  of  general  constitutional 
disorder,  which,  springing  from  an  irremediable  cause,  are  sure  at 
length  to  bafile  our  skill.  Most,  and  the  most  distressing,  of  the 
patient's  symptoms,  are  referrible  to  the  state  of  her  digestive 
functions.  She  not  only  loses  strength  with  the  loss  of  blood,  but 
digestion  itself  becomes  generally  impaired.  In  some  cases,  indeed, 
as  in  those  of  epithelial  cancer,  in  which  the  most  prominent  symp- 
toms are  those  of  mere  anaemia,  iron  is  often  well  borne,  and  is 
then  of  much  service.  I  usually  employ  the  ammonio-citrate  of 
iron  in  five-grain  doses,  three  times  a  day,  giving  it  in  some  efler- 
vescing  medicine,  such  as  the  citrate  of  ammonia.  The  stronger 
chalybeate  preparations,  or  large  doses  of  the  milder,  often  disagree, 
producing  headache  and  feverishness.  The  failing  appetite  is  some- 
times for  a  time  restored  by  the  preparations  of  bark ;  but  rather 
by  the  infusion  or  by  small  doses  of  the  liquor  cinchonse  in  com- 
bination with  acids,  than  by  quinine,  which  in  many  instances  is 
not  borne.  A  combination  that  often  suits  is  the  nitro-muriatic 
acid  in  the  infusion  of  cloves  or  of  orange-peel ;  while  througliout 
the  whole  treatment  of  the  disease,  our  remedies  must  be  not  only 
gentle  in  kind,  but  must  be  given  in  small  doses. 

In  most  cases  the  stomach  after  a  time  grows  irritable,  and  the 
tongue  becomes  raw  and  red,  and  aphthous.  The  irritability  of 
the  stomach  is  relieved  by  all  food  and  drink  being  taken  cold,  by 
sucking  small  morsels  of  ice,  by  very  small  quantities  of  eflervescing 
drinks,  or  of  eflervescing  wines,  such  as  Champagne  or  the  spark- 
ling Moselle.  Sometimes,  too,  a  mustard  poultice  or  a  slight 
vesication  over  the  epigastrium  will  give  relief,  or  even  the  appli- 
cation of  a  piece  of  lint  soaked  in  the  acetum  opii.  The  hydro- 
cyanic acid  may  be  tried,  and  sometimes  it  gives  relief,  but  its 
benefits  are  usually  more  marked  when  combined  with  ether  than 
when  given  alone.  The  sense  of  sickness  and  faintness,  unaccom- 
panied by  actual  vomiting,  which  often  becomes  very  distressing 
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as  the  disease  advances,  is  in  many  instances  relieved  by  sal  vola- 
tile, in  doses  of  forty  to  sixty  drops,  or  by  the  compound  tincture 
of  ammonia.^ 

The  soreness  of  the  mouth,  however,  sometimes  precludes  the 
administration  of  stimulants,  and  even  renders  the  taking  food  a 
source  of  extreme  sufiering.  This  state  is  often  much  relieved  by 
the  chlorate  of  potash,  of  which  a  quarter  to  half  an  ounce  may  be 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  a  pint  of  barley-water  flavored 
with  a  little  orange  or  lemon  peel;  but  the  unpleasant  soapy  taste 
which  it  leaves  behind  often  disgusts  the  patient,  and  compels  us 
to  discontinue  its  use.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  soreness  of  the 
mouth  and  the  dry  burning  sensation  in  the  throat  are  relieved  by 
a  spermaceti  draught,^  which  also  furnishes  a  convenient  vehicle 
for  opiate  preparations  in  cases  where  diarrhoea  is  present.  The 
diarrhoea  is  usually  a  temporary  symptom  only,  and  yields  for  the 
most  part  to  aromatics  and  opiates  tolerably  readily,  though  when 
it  occurs  at  a  very  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  and  when  the  vi- 
tal powers  are  much  weakened,  it  sometimes  carries  off"  the  patient. 
The  disposition  to  constipation  is  a  much  more  frequent  source  of 
distress ;  and  it  is  of  great  moment  not  to  allow  the  bowels  to 
remain  many  days  without  being  acted  on.  From  neglect  of  this 
precaution,  I  once  knew  constipation  to  continue  for  eighteen  days, 
when  the  patient  died  with  an  enormously  distended  abdomen,  and 
ill-marked  symptoms  of  peritonitis.  There  was  no  mechanical 
obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  faeces,  but  they  had  been  allowed  to 
accumulate  till  the  feeble  muscular  power  of  the  intestines  was 
insufficient  to  propel  their  contents ;  medicine  irritated  the  stomach, 
and  caused  vomiting,  without  producing  an^^  action  of  the  bowels, 
and  peritoneal  inflammation  at  length  came  on,  just  as  it  does  in 
a  case  of  strangulation  of  the  intestines. 

I  know  no  other  ordinary  incident  in  the  course  of  uterine  cancer 
w^hich  calls  for  special  notice  now ;  but  I  would  have  you  bear  in 
mind  that  when  there  has  long  been  no  hope  of  cure,  it  is  yet 
often  within  our  power  to  minister  very  largely  indeed  to  the  com- 
fort of  tlie  patient,  to  soothe  distress,  and  mitigate  suffering  which 
otherwise  would  be  utterly  intolerable. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  Lecture  to  the  dangers  which 
attend  on  pregnancy  and  labor  when  associated  with  cancerous 
disease  of  the  neck  of  the  womb.  In  not  a  few  instances  of  this 
complication,  abortion  or  premature  labor  occurs,  owing  to  the 
disease  not  allowing  of  those  changes  which  with  advancing  preg- 
nancy ought  to  take  place  in  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus. 
In  such  circumstances,  greater  suffering,  and  more  considerable 
hemorrhage  than  ordiiuiry,  usually  attend  the  miscarriage.    I  have 

1  Seo  Forimilu  N...  it,  j).  75. 
■•=^No.  11.) 
IJ.     Cctac.-i, 

I'lilvcri.'^  Tniijiicantliin,  afi  .  .  .  J^j 
Syriipi  J'lipavcris  aibi,  ....  .^j 
Aqurodcstillnta), ^xi.— M.  f.  Ilaiijitus. 
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indeed  known  the  loss  of  blood  to  be  so  considerable  as  to  occasion 
the  patient's  death  in  a  few  days ;  while  though  she  should  sur- 
vive this  danger,  and  the  subsequent  risk  of  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, the  cancerous  disease  generally  advances  more  rapidly  than 
before.  Still  the  dangers  which  attend  upon  the  miscarriage  are 
not  to  be  put  in  comparison  with  those  that  accompany  labor  at 
or  near  the  full  period  of  pregnancy.  In  some  instances  labor 
pains  have  come  on,  but  the  os  uteri  not  yielding,  the  contractions 
of  the  organ  have  again  subsided,  and  the  patient  has  at  length 
died  painfully,  after  gestation  protracted  for  months  beyond  the  full 
period.  More  commonly,  either  the  womb  gives  way  during  the 
labor,  or  the  violence  inflicted  on  it  during  the  passage  of  the  foetus 
or  its  instrumental  extraction,  proves  immediately  or  speedily 
fatal ;  and  on  this  account  it  is  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that 
abortion  or  premature  labor  should  be  induced  in  cases  of  this 
description.  The  rule  is  doubtless  a  sound  one,  though  something 
of  its  applicability  must  depend  on  the  extent  of  the  disease,  and 
the  stage  of  pregnancy  at  the  time  of  the  patient  coming  under 
our  observation.  If  the  mischief  should  appear  to  be  already  so 
far  advanced  as  to  preclude  any  reasonable  expectation  of  life  being 
prolonged  by  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  while  at  the  same  time 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  passage 
of  the  child,  it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  allow  pregnancy  to  go 
on  without  interruption;  inasmuch  as  while  the  life  of  the  child 
might  be  thereby  preserved,  the  mother  herself  would  be  more 
likely  to  retain  comparatively  good  health  during  the  remainder  of 
gestation,  and  the  disease  to  make  less  rapid  progress  than  during 
an  equal  space  of  time  after  the  womb  had  been  emptied  of  its 
contents.  In  some  instances,  too,  the  disease  is  found  to  be  so 
extensive  as  to  ofi*er  an  apparently  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the 
rupture  of  the  membranes,  or  to  any  other  mode  of  bringing  on 
miscarriage,  and  here  the  great  immediate  peril  of  interference 
must  be  allowed  to  counterbalance  the  remoter  risks  of  delay. 

When  labor  actually  comes  on,  it  is  often  the  case  that  free 
incisions  into  the  os  uteri  and  the  cervical  canal  are  the  only  means 
by  which  such  a  dilatation  of  the  passages  can  be  obtained  as  will 
allow  of  the  birth  of  the  child.  Still  it  is  important  not  to  be 
premature  even  in  these  cases  in  resorting  to  operative  interference. 
I  remember,  years  ago,  when  a  student  in  Paris,  a  patient  was 
received  into  the  Clinique  des  Accouchemens  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  pregnancy,  and  sufl-'ering  at  the  same  time  from  extensive  can- 
cerous disease  of  the  womb.  Professor  Dubois  mentioned  her  case 
to  the  class,  and  spoke  with  considerable  certainty  of  the  necessity 
for  incising  the  neck  of  the  womb  when  labor  should  come  on. 
Contrary  to  all  expectation,  however,  the  os  uteri  dilated  readily 
to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  child,  and  the  labor  was  but  of  a 
few  hours'  duration.  That  which  happened  in  this  case,  I  myself 
observed  in  another  instance,  where  the  comparatively  small  part 
of  the  lower  segment  of  the  womb  which  was  not  implicated  in 
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the  disease  stretched  beyond  what  might  have  been  supposed  pos- 
sible, and  in  spite  of  the  unyielding  condition  of  the  bulk  of  the 
cervix,  thus  made  room  for  the  passage  of  the  child.  But  so  soon 
as  labor  has  advanced  far  enough  for  us  to  be  really  satisfied  of 
the  necessity  for  interference,  and  to  determine  the  direction  in 
which  incisions  should  be  made,  and  the  extent  to  which  they 
should  be  carried,  any  farther  delay  would  add  to  the  patient's 
danger,  without  any  corresponding  advantage. 

The  question  has  been  raised,  whether  in  cases  where  the  disease 
is  very  extensive,  and  the  impediments  to  the  passage  of  the 
child,  or  to  the  employment  of  instruments  for  its  extraction,  very 
great,  it  might  not  be  less  hazardous  to  remove  the  child  b}^  the 
Csesarean  operation  ?  Dr.  Oldham,^  however,  is,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  the  only  person  who  has  carried  out  the  idea  in  prac- 
tice ;  and  the  favorable  result  of  his  case,  as  far  as  the  issue  of  the 
labor  was  concerned,  proves  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  which  he 
made.  Desperate,  however,  must  be  the  state  of  a  patient,  when 
of  two  alternatives  the  Cesarean  section  is  the  less  hazardous. 

And  now,  having  considered  the  indications  which,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  of  uterine  cancer,  we  may  have  to  fulfil,  and  the 
best  mode  of  accomplishing  them,  we  come,  in  conclusion,  to  the 
examination  of  different  proceedings  that  have  been  recommended 
either  for  the  extirpation  of  the  diseased  organ,  or  for  the  removal 
of  the  diseased  portion  of  it,  or  for  retarding  by  various  local 
measures  the  rapid  progress  of  the  evil. 

First  among  these  proceedings  we  must  consider  the  removal  of 
the  tvliole  uterus,  though  in  spite  of  one  or  two  temporary  successes 
which  have  followedits  performance,  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
profession  has  pronounced  it  to  be  overbold,  and  has  rejected  it 
from  among  the  legitimate  operations  of  surgery. 

The  only  instance  with  which  I  am  acquainted  of  permanent 
recovery  after  the  complete  extirpation  of  the  cancerous  uterus,  is 
that  in  which  the  elder  Lan  gen  beck  removed  the  long-procident 
organ  from  a  woman,  who  lived  free  from  disease  for  twenty-six 
years  afterwards.^  In  the  first  place,  however,  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  induration  and  ulceration  were  due  to  anything 
else  than  tlie  irritation  of  the  organ  from  long  exposure  to  external 
injury;  and  even  though  it  were,  you  will  yet  remember  that  the 
sensibilities  of  the  womb  become  so  lessened  by  lon^  residence 
out  of  the  pelvis,  that  no  inference  can  be  drawn  as  to  the  danger 
of  operations  on  the  organ  when  in  situ  from  the  results  obtained 
wlicn  it  has  been  long  procident.  So  favorable  a  conjuncture  as 
that  met  with  in  Langenbeck's  case,  and  which  no  doubt  much 
facilitated  the  difficult  task  of  shelling  out  the  organ  from  its  pcri- 

1  fJin/'n  JTrtHpiiiil  Rrporf.<<,  1851,  second  pcrios,  vol.  xi,  p.  420. 

2  Tlii-  imrticuliirs  of  wliicli  arc  detailed,  and  drawin,i;s  sliowinu;  ili(>  ajipeaninoes 
after  di'alli  are  j^iveii,  toj;(Mlier  willi  imieli  imiiorlaiil  iiirormation  eoneeniiiii;-  tlio 
oiieration,  by  tlie  |iresent  Professor  Lanj^enbeek,  in  his  inaui;ural  dissrrtalion  J)c 
toiiua  uteri  cxtirpatloiie,  4to.,  Gottingiu,  1842. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  CANCEROUS  UTERUS. 


327 


toneal  investment,  must  be  of  extreme  rarity,  and  few,  indeed, 
are  the  instances  in  which  it  has  existed.^ 

Attempts  have  been  made  artificially  to  produce  a  state  of  pro- 
lapse of  the  womb,  and  thus  to  approximate  the  conditions  of  the 
operation  to  those  which  existed  in  Langenbeck's  case,  but  with 
little  success  ;  while  some  have  removed  the  organ  through  the 
vagina  without  any  attempt  at  altering  its  position ;  and  once  the 
abdominal  cavity  was  laid  open,  and  the  womb  removed  through 
the  incision.  I  need  not  enter  into  a  long  critique  of  these  difter- 
ent  proceedings,  when  I  have  told  you  that  of  25  cases,  22  ter- 
minated fatalh^  in  consequence  of  the  operation,  and  that  two 
months,  four  months,  and  a  year,  were  the  respective  periods  dur- 
ing which  the  patient  survived  in  what  are  termed  the  successful 
cases. ^ 

Of  the  22  fatal  cases,  4  terminated  within  six  hours,  and  4  more 
in  twenty-four  hours,  7  in  two  days,  2  in  three  days,  2  in  four 
days,  1  in  a  few  days,  1  in  ten  days,  and  in  1  the  duration  of  life 
is  not  stated,  though  the  patient  is  said  to  have  died  from  the 
effects  of  the  operation. 

In  21  cases  the  cause  of  death  is  stated,  and  appears  to  have 
been  the  pain  or  shock  of  the  operation  in  8  instances,  hemorrhage 
in  3,  hemorrhage  and  shock  in  2,  peritonitis  in  6,  peritonitis  and 
shock  in  1,  and  a  so-called  nervous  fever  in  another  instance. 

But  while  facts  such  as  these  amply  justify  the  general  verdict 
of  the  profession,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  attempting  the  complete 


1  A  case  is  on  record  of  the  successful  extirpation  of  the  uterus,  said  to  be  can- 
cerous, by  means  of  the  ligature  and  knife,  performed  in  the  year  1783,  by  M. 
Marschall,  of  Strasburg,  and  reported  in  Salzb.  Med.  Zeitiing,  1794,  vol.  i,  p.  136, 
and  another  recently,  by  Bellini,  in  Omodei  Annali  Universali,  for  1828,  vol.  xlvii, 
p.  3-55.  In  the  latter  case,  however,  the  removal  of  the  uterus  was  only  partial. 
Paletta's  case,  in  which  the  patient  died  on  the  third  day,  reported  in  Omodei 
Annali,  1822,  vol.  xxiv,  p.  43,  cannot  with  propriety  be  included  among  these  cases, 
inasmuch  as  the  removal  of  the  uterus  was  unintentional,  and  the  disease  seems  to 
have  been  rather  a  large  fibrous  tumor  dragging  the  uterus  beyond  the  external 
parts,  than  any  form  of  cancerous  affection.  Recamier  removed  the  procident  can- 
cerous uterus  by  ligature  [Archives  de  Med.,  vol.  xxx).  The  patient  recovered,  but 
died  of  dysentery  in  three  months. 

-  The  subjoined  table  gives,  I  believe,  a  tolerably  accurate  account  of  all  recorded 
cases  of  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus  on  account  of  cancerous  disease  : 
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\      vol.  i,  p.  519, / 

f  Die  gdnzliche  Extirpation  d.  Care.  Gebdrmutter,  \ 

I      1822, .     ./ 

'Lancet,  Oct.  1828.     Med.  Gazette,  vol.  ii,-p.  294,  \ 
and  vol.  iii,  p.   797,  and  MS.  note  at  com- 
mencement of  his  Researches,  &c.,  in  Royal  f 
[     College  of  Surgeons,      .- J 

2  months 
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1  year  all  but  a 
few  days 
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extirpation  of  the  cancerous  womb,  no  such  general  verdict  of  con- 
demnation can  be  passed  on  that  less  hazardous  operation  which 
aims  at  the  cure  of  the  disease  in  an  earlier  stage  by  the  removal 
of  the  afiected  part.  !N"ot  to  lose  ourselves  in  fruitless  antiquarian 
investigations,  we  may  date  the  introduction  of  the  amputation  of 
the'cancerous  neck  of  the  womb,  among  the  operations  of  surgery 
from  the  year  1802,  when  it  was  successfully  performed  by  the  late 
Professor  Osiander,  of  Qottingen.  Between  that  time  and  the 
year  1816,  Osiander  amputated  the  neck  of  the  womb  in  twenty- 
three  instances,^  and  so  striking  an  innovation  as  this  proceeding 
not  unnaturally  excited  much  attention  in  Germany.  The  opera- 
tion did  not,  however,  meet  with  much  encouragement  among 
Osiander's  countrymen,  for  the  sometimes  formidable,  and  in  some 
instances  fatal  hemorrhage  which  often  succeeded  it,  not  unnatur- 
ally deterred  many  from  attempting  it,  while  it  was  further  alleged 
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V.  Walthcr, 
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Ibid., 
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2  days 

65  hours 

2  days 

4      " 

32  hours 

33      " 

24      " 

2  daj^s 

22  hours 

4  days 

3      " 

1  mnu'diate 

;id  day 

1  iiiiucdiiili' 

Alleged  Cause  of 
Death. 


Shock 


Peritonitis 
u 

Nervous  Fever 

Shock 

Peritonitis 


/  Hemorrhage 
\         and  Shock 

Shock 

r  Hemorrhage, 
\      Pain,  Shock 
Hemorrhage 

f  Shock,      Peri- 
ls     tonitis 

Pain,  Shock 


ni'inorrhage 
Slw.ck 


Not  stated 


1  So  fituted  in  liangenbcck,  op.  cit.,  p.  26,  note  5,  IVom  sources  tlicri'  indicated. 
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that  even  in  its  originator's  hands  the  operation  failed  more  fre- 
quently than  it  proved  successful.  There  were  also  personal  de- 
fects of  character  which  always  stimulated  into  activity  numerous 
hostile  critics  of  Osiander's  doings  and  sayings  ;  and  hence,  until 
quite  recently,  the  cases  were  very  few  indeed  in  which  the  ampu- 
tation of  the  neck  of  the  womb  was  had  recourse  to  in  Germany. 
In  France,  however,  where  no  such  causes  were  in  action,  the 
operation  met  with  numerous  advocates,  and  it  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Dupuytren,  who  performed  it  on  several  occasions.  The 
remarkable  results  obtained  by  M.  Lisfranc,  who  alleged  that  he 
had  performed  the  operation  ninety-nine  times,  and  in  eighty- 
four  instances  with  lasting  success,  obtained  for  a  time  great  noto- 
riety, both  for  the  proceeding  itself,  and  for  the  surgeon  who  had 
constituted  himself  its  most  clamorous  champion.  Before  loug, 
however,  doubts  but  too  well  founded  were  thrown  on  the  accuracy 
of  Lisfranc's  statements,  and  his  former  pupil,  M.  Pauly,  published 
a  book  in  which  he  asserted,  and  his  assertions  have  never  been 
disproved,^  that  M.  Lisfranc  overstated  the  number  of  the  opera- 
tions he  had  performed,  and  falsified  their  results  ;  and  further, 
that  in  many  of  the  cases  in  which  he  had  removed  the  cervix,  the 
disease  was  not  cancer  at  all,  but  mere  induration  of  the  neck  of 
the  womb. 

Though  not  altogether  abandoned,  yet  both  in  France  and  in 
this  country,  where  it  had  been  occasionally  performed,  this  op- 
eration fell  into  comparative  disuse,  till  it  was  recently  revived 
with  better  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  a  juster  appreciation 
both  of  the  cases  which  are  suited  for  it,  and  of  those  for  which 
it  is  not  fitted. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  formerly  in  many  instances  in 
which  the  neck  of  the  womb  was  amputated,  no  cancerous  disease 
existed,  and  I  have  myself  seen  the  cervix  uteri  excised,  and  the 
patient  exposed  to  the  present  risk  of  hemorrhage  and  to  the  sub- 
sequent dangers  of  uterine  inflammation,  for  the  removal  of  mere 
induration  of  the  organ.  On  the  other  hand,  the  excision  of  the 
neck  of  the  womb  was  not  infrequently  had  recourse  to  in  cases  ot 
fungoid  carcinoma  of  the  organ ;  a  form  of  disease  which,  begin- 
ning in  the  substance  of  the  part,  has  already  made  extensive 
progress  when  it  reaches  to  the  surface,  and  does  not  in  general 
give  rise  to  any  obvious  symptoms  of  its  presence,  till  it  has  ad- 
vanced so  far  that  any  attempt  at  its  extirpation  must  be  worse 
than  useless. 

Such  were  the  two  opposite  errors  by  which  this  operation  was 
brought  into  discredit;  by  the  one  it  was  performed  when  need- 
less, by  the  other  when  useless.  I  have,  however,  described  a 
variety  of  malignant  disease  to  which  it  is  applicable,  and  in  which 

1  Those  who  wish  to  pursue  the  particulars  of  this  quarrel,  not  creditableto  either 
party,  but  lea.«t  so  to  Lisfranc,  will  find  the  materials  in  Pru]j,  Maladies  de  V  Utei-us, 
8vo.,  Paris,  1836,  pp.  427-481;  and  Lisfranc,  CUnique  Chirurgicale,  8vo.,  Paris, 
1843,  vol.  iii,  pp.  633-657.  Lisfranc's  feeble  defence  amounts  almost  to  a  plea  of 
guilty  on  his  part. 
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its  performance  has  been  found  to  be  most  salutary.  Cases  have 
long  been  on  record  in  which  the  removal  of  cauliflower  excres- 
cence of  the  uterus  has  been  followed  by  the  patient's  complete 
recovery ;  and  there  are  other  forms  of  disease  of  more  solid  tex- 
ture, and  endowed  with  smaller  vascularity,  which  present  the 
same  character  of  beginning  on  the  surface  of  the  os  uteri,  and 
only  by  degrees  extending  to  deeper  tissues.  Now  precisely  these 
epithelial  cancers  of  the  uterus  are  they  which  have  been  cured 
by  the  removal  of  the  affected  part,  and  to  such  cases  I  believe  the 
operation  ought  to  be  almost  exclusively  limited.  It  is  to  be  feared, 
however,  that  the  conditions  which  even  in  this  form  of  the  dis- 
ease warrant  the  performance  of  the  operation,  are  comparatively 
seldom  to  be  met  with,  for  though  I  have  been  constantly  looking 
out  for  cases  suitable  for  it,  two  instances  only  have  come  under 
my  observation  in  which  there  could  be  no  hesitation  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  proceeding.  One  of  the  patients  was  operated 
on  by  Mr.  Arnott,  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  There  existed  in 
her  case  perfect  mobility  of  the  uterus,  so  that  but  little  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  drawing  the  organ  down  beyond  the  external 
parts ;  while  the  neck  of  the  womb  was  of  sufficient  length,  and 
seemed  sufficiently  unaltered  at  its  upper  part,  to.  warrant  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  excision  might  be  carried  through  healthy  tis- 
sues, and  that  the  disease  might  be  completely  eradicated.  The 
hemorrhage  in  this  case  was  very  formidable,  a  large  arterial  trunk 
pouring  out  blood  in  great  abundance,  and  this  was  restrained 
only  by  the  emplo^mient  of  the  actual  cautery,  while  on  the  sep- 
aration of  the  slough  a  second  outburst  of  hemorrhage  rendered 
it  necessary  to  plug  the  vagina.  These  dangers  surmounted,  the 
patient's  subsequent  recovery  was  very  rapid ;  she  regained  flesh 
and  strength,  and  for  nearlj^  six  months  continued  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  perfect  health.  Symptoms  of  her  disease  then  reap- 
peared, and  she  died  in  the  course  of  two  months,  eight  months 
after  the  performance  of  the  operation.  Even  six  months  of  life, 
of  hope,  of  freedom  from  pain,  of  health  and  happiness,  cannot 
be  thought  clearly  purchased  by  an  operation  which,  even  without 
the  aid  of  chloroform,  is  by  no  means  very  painful,  and  whose 
one  great  danger,  that  of  hemorrhage,  can  generally  be  controlled, 
if  not  averted,  by  the  use  of  the  plug.  The  other  case  was  still 
more  satisfactory,  for  life  was  prolonged  for  more  than  a  year,  and 
death  then  took  place  from  an  accidental  attack  of  bronchitis 
without  any  symptom  of  the  recurrence  of  her  disease  having 
manifested  itsell',  while  the  use  of  tlic  ecraseur  entirel}' prevented 
tin;  lieinorrhago  which  in  tlie  other  instance  had  been  so  for- 
mi(lal)le. 

The  operation  has  been  performed  in  various  ways ;  cither  by 
drawing  the  uterus  down  with  hooks  so  as  to  bring  the  diseased 
part  l)eyond  the  vulva,  just  as  in  the  excision  of  polypi;  or,  with- 
out displacing  the  oi'gan,  by  sinqjly  cutting  through  the  cHM'\'ix, 
oitln!i'  with  ()!•  without  the  pi'cvious  introduction  of  the  speculum, 
with  a  curved  histoury,  a  j»airof  scissors,  or  an  instrument  sjiccially 
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coutrived  for  tlie  purpose,  of  which  the  most  ingenious  is  Colom- 
bat's  hysterotome.^  It  is  very  doubtful,  indeed,  whether  any 
speculum  could  embrace  the  really  cancerous  cervix,  and  yet  leave 
room  for  the  dexterous  manipulation  of  a  bistour}^  or  a  pair  of 
scissors.  All  complex  instruments,  such  as  Colombat's,  are  found 
in  practice  to  be  open  to  objections  which  their  inventor  never 
anticipated,  and  in  spite  of  the  obvious  advantages  of  meddling 
no  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  I  should  prefer,  whenever 
it  is  not  attended  by  much  difficulty,  and  can  be  accomplished 
without  violence,  to  draw  down  the  uterus  before  dividing  the 
cervix.^  This  is  to  be  done  by  means  of  hooked  forceps  inserted 
into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  just  as  they  are  inserted  into  a  polypus 
which  we  are  about  to  extirpate,  and  the  parts  may  be  divided  b}'' 
strong  probe-pointed  scissors,  curved  in  the  direction  of  their 
shank,  not  in  that  of  their  cutting  edge,  as  is  the  case  with  Osian- 
der's  scissors,  which  have  been  much  used  for  this  purpose.  The 
position  in  which  the  patient  is  placed  is  that  usually  adopted  for 
lithotomy;  but  Dr.  Simpson^  recommends  that  she  be  placed  on 
her  face,  with  the  legs  hanging  over  the  edge  of  the  couch,  as  in 
operations  for  hemorrhoids.  The  reason  which  he  assigns  for  it 
is  a  weighty  one,  and  is  probably  the,  same  as  induced  Lisfranc  to 
cut  from  behind  forwards'* — namely,  that  as  the  peritoneum  de- 
scends much  further  behind  the  neck  of  the  womb  than  in  front 
of  it,  there  is  much  more  risk  of  wounding  it  in  an  incision  carried 
from  before  backwards,  than  if  it  were  made  in  the  opposite 
direction.  I  should  imagine,  however,  that  if  this  danger  is 
borne  in  mind,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  avoid  it  without  placing 
the  patient  in  this  very  constrained  attitude,  which,  among  other 
inconveniences,  has  that  of  preventing  the  safe  administration  of 
chloroform. 

Though  the  hemorrhage  after  the  operation  is  sometimes  very 
formidable,  and  has  been  known  indeed  in  several  instances  to 
prove  fatal,  I  am  yet  disposed  to  think  that  the  actual  risk  to  life 
from  loss  of  blood  has  been  overestimated,  and  that  the  danger  of 
the  supervention  of  phlebitis  or  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  is 
in  reality  the  more  serious.  Something  of  the  risk  of  bleeding, 
too,  may  be  referred  to  the  inefficient  way  in  which  the  simple 
operation  of  plugging  the  vagina  is  not  infrequently  performed. 

1  For  a  description  and  drawing  of  this  instrument,  see  Meigs's  translation  of 
Colombat's  work  on  Diseases  of  Women,  8vo.,  Philadelphia,  1845,  p.  351. 

2  In  dragging  down  the  uterus,  however,  much  caution  must  be  observed;  since, 
as  Scanzoni  mentions,  op.  cli.,  p.  264,  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  adhesions,  the 
result  of  peritonitis,  to  form  between  the  uterus  and  adjacent  parts,  even  in  the 
early  stages  of  cancerous  disease  of  the  womb.  If  these  adhesions  were  torn  or 
violently  stretched,  fresh  inflammation  of  an  acute  kind  would  not  fail  to  be  set  up  ; 
and  Scanzoni  even  relates  an  instance  in  which  a  rent  in  the  peritoneum  behind 
the  uterus,  two  inches  in  length,  was  produced  during  the  efforts  to  draw  down  the 
wornb  in  order  to  remove  its  cancerous  cervix. 

3  Obstetric  Memoirs,  p.  180. 

*  Pauly,  op.  clt.,  p.  473,  asserts  that  hemorrhage  proved  fatal  within  twentj^-four 
hours  to  three  out  of  nine  cases  in  which  heassisted  M.  Lisfranc.  Such  a  result, 
however,  is  quite  out  of  proportion  to  the  general  experience  in  this  matter. 
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Except  during  labor,  it  cannot  be  thoroughly  done  without  the 
use  of  the  speculum.  The  comparatively  narrow  vulva  and  entrance 
of  the  vagina  render  the  introduction  of  the  tow  or  cotton-wool  a 
very  tedious  process  ;  and  the  lower  part  of  the  canal  is  already 
filled,  while  its  wider  and  extensile  upper  portion  is  so  little  dis- 
tended that  ample  room  is  left  for  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  between  the  uterus  and  the  plug,  until  at  length 
under  some  efibrt  at  vomiting,  or  some  sudden  movement,  an 
enormous  coagulum  and  the  plug  are  expelled  together,  and  the 
bleeding  breaks  out  afresh. 

The  question  is  not,  however,  whether  the  excision  of  the  neck 
of  the  womb  in  these  cases  is  unattended  by  immediate  risk,  but 
whether  such  risk  is  greater  than  would  attend  any  other  opera- 
tion performed  for  the  same  purpose  ?  That  dread  of  hemorrhage 
which  has  led  some  practitioners  to  prefer  the  ligature  to  the  knife 
for  the  removal  of  polypi,  has  also  had  much  influence  in  pre- 
venting the  excision  of  the  cervix,  and  has  consequently  led  to 
the  restriction  of  attempts  at  cure  to. those  softer  varieties  of 
epithelial  cancer,  in  the  removal  of  which,  as  of  true  cauliflower 
excrescence,  the  ligature  is  available.  1  employed  the  ligature 
with  advantage,  and  without  the  occurrence  .of  any  alarming 
symptom,  not  indeed  for  the  cure  of  the  disease,  but  for  the  re- 
moval of  an  enormous  mass  of  epithelial  cancer,  which,  sprouting 
from  the  cervix  uteri,  occupied  and  distended  the  wd:iole  vaginal 
canal.  In  another  instance,  however,  of  less  extensive  disease,  in 
which  I  saw  the  ligature  employed  in  the  hope  of  efiecting  a  cure, 
the  patient  died  of  phlebitis ;  and  Dr.  E.  Watson,^  who  has  col- 
lected such  scanty  statistics  as  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  sub- 
ject, gives  the  following  result  of  his  inquiries.  Of  seven  patients 
operated  on  by  ligature,  one  died  four  months  after  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  womb,  which  threatened  to  prove  immediately  fatal, 
and  probably  would  have  done  so  but  for  the  removal  of  the 
ligature  on  the  sixth  day  after  its  application.  In  every  one  of 
the  others  the  disease  speedily  reappeared,  but  the  life  of  one  of 
the  number  was  saved  hy  the  excision  of  the  remainder  of  the 
cervix,  an  operation  which  was  performed  by  Dr.  Montgomery  of 
Dublin.  Of  nine  patients  in  whom  the  cervix  uteri  was  excised, 
none  died  from  the  immediate  efi'ects  of  the  operation  ;  the  disease 
returned  in  three;  in  five  the  cure  was  permanent;  and  the  con- 
dition of  one  patient  was  doubtful,  since  her  history'  was  not 
brought  down  later  than  the  eleventh  day.  Excision  of  the  part 
seems  to  me  the  preferable  proceeding,  because  it  is  applicable  to 
cases  where  the  ligature  cannot  be  employed,  because  the  present 
risk  which  attends  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  more  considerable, 
while  the  prospect  of  a  ])ormanent  cure  is  far  greater.  This 
o])inion  seems,  too,  to  be  that  of  the  profession  generally;  for 
wliilc!,  as  far  as  I  am  awai'C,  no  fresh  instance  lias  been  reciu-dcd 
of  the  enqiloyniciit  of  the   ligature  sinre  the  })ul)lic;ition   o['  Dr. 

1    Monthly  .hnirnnl,  Nov.  ISI'.i,  )).  llS:?. 
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"Watson's  paper,  there  are  many  additional  cases  of  the  removal 
of  the  -diseased  cervix  by  excision. 

Since  the  date  of  Dr.  Watson's  paper,  many  attempts  have  been 
made  to  combine  the  permanent  advantages  of  the  operation  by 
excision  with  the  greater  present  safety  of  the  ligature  by  the  use 
of  the  ecraseur.  It  seemed,  however,  as  if  this  change  in  the  mode 
of  operating  did  but  substitute  a  new  danger  for  the  old  one,  and 
one  so  grave  as  to  more  than  counterbalance  the  safeguard  which 
the  ecraseur  aiibrds  against  hemorrhage.  The  instrument  appears 
so  apt  to  draw  within  its  chain  parts  not  involved  at  the  time  of 
its  tirst  application,  that  the  peritoneum  has  on  several  occasions 
been  wounded  in  the  attempt  to  amputate  the  neck  of  the  womb. 
This  objection  was  recently  urged  against  it  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Berlin  Obstetrical  Society,  by  Dr.  Mayer,  who  referred  to  an  in- 
stance in  which  this  accident  had  occurred  to  a  patient  of  Pro- 
fessor Langenbeck;  and  Dr.  Biefel  on  the  same  occasion  mentioned 
a  case  of  fatal  injury  to  the  bladder  and  peritoneum  by  the  instru- 
ment.^ A  case  of  injury  to  the  vagina,  and  protrusion  of  the 
intestine  through  the  opening,  is  likewise  related  by  Dr.  Breslau,^ 
but  his  patient  happily  survived,  as  also  did  another  whose  case 
came  to  my  knowledge,  and  in  whom  a  portion  of  the  peritoneum 
behind  the  uterus  was  removed  with  the  diseased  cervix.  It  has 
been  proposed  by  M.  Simon,  of  Darmstadt,Mn  order  to  avoid  this 
danger,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  uterus  admits  of  being  drawn 
down  beyond  the  external  parts,  a  needle,  or  two  needles,  should 
be  thrust  through  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  the  ecraseur  should 
be  applied  below  them.  He  rejects  the  ecraseur,  however,  abso- 
lutely in  all  cases  where  the  uterus  cannot  be  drawn  down  ex- 
ternally, though  it  is  doubtful  whether,  even  here.  Dr.  Braxton 
Hicks's  wire  ecraseur  or  Middledorffs  application  of  the  red-hot 
galvanic  wire  may  not  stand  us  in  good  stead,  and  avoid  the  risk 
of  hemorrhage  without  substituting  for  it  a  new  peril. 

The  cases  in  which  any  of  these  proceedings  are  applicable, 
must  obviously  be  comparatively  few  and  exceptional ;  since  the 
disease  admits  of  being  extirpated  only  when  'comparatively  limited 
in  extent,  and  at  a  comparatively  early  stage  of  its  progress.  Is 
there  then  no  resource  in  these  circumstances  but  to  watch  the 
daily  advance  of  the  evil;  or  can  anything  be  done  to  retard,  if 
not  to  cure,  to  alleviate  the  patient's  suffering  and  to  postpone  for 
some  weeks  or  months  the  inevitable  result?  Dr.  James  Arnott,'* 
to  whose  ingenuity  we  owe  many  very  important  suggestions  in 
medicine  and  surger}',  believes  and  adduces  evidence  to  show  that 
by  the  systematic  application  of  a  very  low  temperature  to  parts 
affected  Avith  cancer,  the  pain  of  which  they  are  the  seat  may  be 
greatly  diminished,  the  advance  of  the  disease  may  be  consider- 

1  Monaischr.f.  Gnhnrisili.,  March,  1858,  p.  109. 

2  Scanzorii's  Beitriige,  vol.  iii,  Wiirzburg,  1858,  p.  80. 

3  Monatschriftf.  Gehurtskunde,  vol.  xiii,  pp.  418-484. 

*  On  the  Treatment  of  Cancer  by  the  regulated  application  of  an  Anaesthetic  Tem,^ 
perature,  Svc,  London,  1851. 
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ably  retarded,  and  ulcerations  of  their  surface  may  even  be  made 
to  assume  a  comparatively  healthy  character.  Practical  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  applying  the  freezing  mixtures  so  often  as  might  be 
desirable,  have  interfered  with  the  trial  of  his  plans  upon  a  large 
scale  in  our  hospitals,  while  some  degree  of  disappointment  has 
been  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  proved  inadequacy  of  cold 
to  annul  the  pain  of  surgical  operations  in  other  than  a  very  few 
instances,  and  those  of  the  very  simplest  kind.  JSTotwithstanding 
a  very  kind  letter  of  explanation  which  Dr.  Arnott  was  so  good  as 
to  send  me,  I  have  yet  found  very  great  difficulties  in  the  attempt 
at  employing  freezing  mixtures  in  cases  of  uterine  carcinoma. 
The  necessary  removal  from  bed  to  a  couch,  the  discomfort  of 
the  position,  the  almost  impossibility  of  preventing  the  patient's 
person  from  becoming  wet,  and  the  tenderness  of  the  vagina  and 
external  parts  produced  by  the  frequent  introduction  of  a  large 
speculum,  which,  even  when  of  great  size,  seldom  embraces  the 
hypertrophied  cervix  completely,  have  precluded  my  making  such 
a  number  of  trials  of  the  agent  as  would  alone  warrant  me  in 
speaking  with  any  measure  of  confidence  as  to  its  powers. 

Other  agents,  more  potent  and  more  easily  applied,  have  been 
used  in  cases  of  uterine  cancer,  but  with  results  so  indecisive  that 
opinion  is  still  much  divided  with  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
their  employment.  In  coming  to  a  conclusion  with  reference  to 
the  use  of  any  of  these  remedies,  the  object  with  which  in  each 
instance  it  has  been  had  recourse  to  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.  I 
have  already  mentioned,  that  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
applied  to  a  cancer  of  the  womb,  in  some  stages  of  the  disease, 
both  diminishes  the  excessive  foetor  of  the  discharge,  and  also  ex- 
pedites the  separation  of  sloughs  from  its  surface,  aiding  in  this 
manner  the  attempts  at  a  cure,  which,  though  abortive  as  far  as 
permanent  recovery  is  concerned,  are  yet  most  welcome  pauses  in 
the  course  of  the  disease.  For  this  purpose,  I  believe  a  strong 
•solution  is  of  greater  service  than  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  prob- 
ably because  in  this  form  the  remedy  penetrates  more  thoroughly 
into  the  affected  tissue.  I  have  also  sometimes  employed  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury  to  check  those  granulations  which  in  cases  of 
uterine  cancer  not  infrequently  sprout  from  the  interior  of  the 
cervix,  and  I  think  that  in  both  of  these  ways  the  use  of  caustics  has 
been  advantageous  as  a  pnlliative,  not  as  a  curative  proceeding. 

There  are  some  forms  of  external  carcinoma,  in  which  the  em- 
Xjloyment  of  the  more  powerful  escharoties,  as  the  cldoride  of  zinc, 
has  l)een  of  great  service;  but  I  need  scarcely  remiiulyou  that  the 
benefit  derived  from  such  agents  has  depended  almost  entirely  on 
the  possibility  of  comj»1etely  destroying  the  aflected  tissue,  and 
that,  as  a  genci-al  i-ule,  its  jiartial  (U-st ruction  has  been  foHowed 
by  a  more  rapid  development  of  the  disease  than  before.  Now, 
in  the  case  of  (he  ulei-us.  it  is  obvious  that  the  thorough  applica- 
tion of  any  deliquescent  substance  is  impossible;  that  the  risk  of 
injuring  adjacent  parts  must  lead  to  the  ineflicient  em])loyment 
oi'the  caustic,  and  consequently  to  llie  nggravation  instead  of  the 
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amendment  of  the  disease.  This  circumstance  leaves  us  no  alter- 
native but  to  resort  to  the  actual  cautery  in  any  case  in  which  it  is 
intended  to  do  more  than  modify  the  state  of  tlie  surface  of  the 
atfected  parts.  The  idea  of  the  operation  is  much  more  formid- 
able than  its  reality,  for  it  is  not  very  painful  in  itself,  while  it  can 
always  be  performed  under  chloroform;  and  the  only  real  danger 
attending  it,  that  of  injuring  adjacent  tissues  by  the  radiation  of 
the  heat,  can  always  be  eifectually  guarded  against  by  the  use  of 
a  boxwood  speculum. 

I  have  not  myself  used  it,  or  seen  it  used  sufficiently  often  to 
have  formed  a  very  decided  opinion  with  reference  to  the  amount 
of  benefit  which  may  be  anticipated  from  it;  but  I  feel  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  its  employment,  and 
that  it  does  not  tend  to  make  matters  worse.  Generally  there  is 
a  very  decided,  though  often  very  temporary  mitigation  of  the 
patient's  previous  sufferings,  an  improvement  which  has  seldom 
outlasted  the  separation  of  the  eschar.  A  diminution  in  the  quan- 
tity and  foetor  of  the  discharge  has  generally  continued  for  a  longer 
time,  but  I  cannot  say  that  as  yet  I  have  been  able  to  attribute  to 
it  any  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  evil,  partly,  perhaps,  from  not 
having  repeated  it  sufficiently  often,  and  in  still  greater  measure 
probably  from  the  disease  being  already  far  advanced  when  the 
patients  first  came  under  my  care.  I  believe,  however,  that  like 
other  proceedings  intended  to  effect  the  real  cure  of  cancer,  the 
actual  cautery  is  seldom  indicated  except  in  cases  of  the  epithelial 
form  of  carcinoma,  for  in  that  alone  is  the  mischief  at  all  likely 
to  be  confined  within  limits  which  we  can  hope  to  reach  by  any 
local  treatment. 

These  remarks  arc,  I  know,  anything  but  detailed  enough  to 
furnish  a  safe  and  sufficient  guide  as  to  when  and  how,  and  how 
often,  this  kind  of  interference  is  likely  to  be  useful,  or  may  even, 
by  good  fortune,  prove  actually  curative.  They  are  merely  sug- 
gestive of  the  direction  which  your  observations  should  take,  and 
in  which  your  efforts  should  be  made.  Your  duty  and  mine  is, 
not  to  sit  down  in  apathetic  indifterence,  doing  nothing,  trying 
nothing  for  a  patient's  cure,  because  her  disease  is  one  which 
hitherto  has  proved  almost  invariably  mortal;  but  rather,  patient- 
ly, carefully,  with  much  distrust  of  our  own  powers,  much  watch- 
ful scrutiny  of  our  own  motives,  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  trial  of 
every  means  by  which  suffering  may  be  mitigated  or  life  pro- 
longed. To  this  our  common  humanity  prompts,  our  obligations 
as  medical  men  compel  us.  It  is  to  misinterpret  both  very  griev- 
ously, if  we  not  merely  content  ourselves  with  doing  nothing, 
but  take  shelter  under  noisy  censure  of  the  conduct,  and  unchar- 
itable construction  of  the  motives,  of  those  who  read  their  duty 
differently. 
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LECTURE    XXII. 

DISEASES  OE  PAETS  CONNECTED   WITH  THE  TJTEEUS. 
INFLAMMATION  AND  ITS  KESULTS. 

Inflammation  of  Uterin:e  Appendages:  of  the  Cellular  Tissue. 

Causes  of  affection  ;  generally  consequent  upon  delivery  or  abortion ;  its  various 
seats,  and  modes  of  termination ;  aflection  of  the  peritoneum  in  its  course, 
general  tendency  to  end  in  suppuration.     Morbid  appearances. 

Eelation  of  this  affection  to  inflammation  of  the  ovaries ;  its  analogy  to  other  in- 
flammations of  the  cellular  tissue. 

Symptoms  ;  mode  of  attack  twofold.  Formation  of  abdominal  tumor  ;  occurrence 
of  suppuration,  but  chronic  character  of  the  abscess  ;  various  outlets  by  which 
it  discharges  itself.  Diagnosis  of  the  affection.  Characters  of  intra-pelvic 
tumor  ;  its  similarity  to  uterine  hsematocele.  General  sketch  of  its  symptoms 
and  course. 

There  are  many  phrases  which,  thongh  still  daily  used  in  medi- 
cal ^Yritings,  express  not  merely  the  opinions  but  also  the  errors 
of  a  bj'gone  time.  It  is  thus  with  the  term  uterine  appendages, 
long  applied  to  parts  connected  with  the  womb,  some  of  which, 
indeed,  are  secondary  to  it  in  importance,  and  subsidiary  to  its 
functions,  but  others  are  physiologically  of  higher  moment  than 
the  uterus  itself,  and  originate  those  acts  to  whose  due  performance 
the  womb  does  but  minister. 

I  have  no  fear,  however,  lest  by  retaining  the  phrase  appendages 
of  the  uterus,  or  by  speaking  to  you  about  their  diseases,  I  should 
be  suspected  of  ignoring  the  office  of  the  ovaries,  or  of  implying 
that  they  are  of  less  importance  than  the  womb  in  the  sexual  sys- 
tem of  the  woman.  I  shall  be  understood  to  use  the  term  merely 
as  a  convenient  epithet,  expressing  without  waste  of  words  the 
broad  ligaments  of  the  uterus  and  all  the  various  parts  and  struc- 
tures contained  within  or  intimately  connected  with  them;  parts 
whose  physiological  import  just  now  concerns  us  less  than  do  the 
ailments  to  which  they  are  liable. 

When  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  the  uterus  itself,  we  con- 
sidered first  those  which  are  the  result  of  inflammation  ;  and  it 
will,  I  tliink,  be  convenient  still  to  retain  the  same  arrangement, 
and  l)eforo  passing  to  other  subjects  to  study  the  ivflanimatori/  af- 
fections of  the  appendages  of  the  loomb.  These  admit  of  being 
classed  under  two  heads,  according  as  the  inflammation  attacks 
the  ovaries  themselves,  or  as  it  is  cliiefly  limited  to  the  cellulai- 
tissue  in  the  immediate  ncighljofhod  of  the  womb.  In  the  latter 
case  the  sym{)t()ms  ai'(!  of  course  modified  a^'cording  to  the  precise 
scat  of  the  mischief,  which,  though  most  I'requently  involving  the 
cellular  tissue  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligaments,  sometimes 
attacks  that  which  intervenes  between  the  womb  and  the  adjacent 
viscera,  or  extcinds  to  that  lining  the  pelvic  walls,  or  even  to  that 
which  lies  bctweeji  the  outer  nurface  of  the  peritoneum  and  the 
abditiiiiiial  muscles. 
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Inflammation  of  tlie  cellular  tissue  in  the  neigliborliood  of  the 
womb  takes  place  as  a  consequence  of  abortion  or  of  delivery  much 
more  frequentl}"  than  from  any  other  cause.  The  great  tendency 
that  it  has,  too,  to  terminate  in  suppuration,  familiarized  practi- 
tioners of  midwifery  from  a  very  early  period  with  it;  or  at  least 
with  the  abscesses  to  which  it  gives  rise,  though  misconception 
long  prevailed  with  reference  to  their  nature.  They  were  generally 
imagined  to  be  secondary  deposits,  the  result  of  a  supposed  metas- 
tasis of  the  milk,  or  of  an  outpouring  of  its  elements  when  present 
in  too  great  abundance  in  the  blood.  It  was  imagined,  too,  that 
this  occurrence  sometimes  took  place  in  one  situation,  sometimes 
in  another,  and  the  most  various  sequelse  of  delivery  were  attrib- 
uted to  this  as  their  remote  occasion ;  a  theoretical  error,  which 
as  Puzos'  essay,  "  Sur  les  Depots  Laiteux,"^  abundantly  proves,  did 
not  at  all  interfere  with  the  most  accurate  description  of  some  of 
the  most  important  ailments  of  the  puerperal  state. 

"With  advancing  knowledge  the  erroneus  theory  was  discarded, 
but  the  inflammatory  affections  of  the  uterine  appendages  ceased 
to  attract  attention,  or  were  passed  over  as  occasional  complica- 
tions of  puerperal  fever,  until  attention  was  once  more  drawn  to 
them  quite  recently  by  the  essays  of  Doherty,  Churchill,  and 
Lever,  in  this  country,^  and  by  those  of  Grisolle,  Marchal  de 
Calvi,^  and  others,  in  France.  Even  at  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, and  in  spite  of  the  recognition  of  these  ailments  as  attend- 
ants on  the  puerperal  state,  their  occurrence  independent  of  preg- 
nancy and  its  consequences  has  scarcely  been  appreciated  as 
generally  as  it  deserves,  and  it  is  this  circumstance  which  is  my 
chief  reason  for  bringing  the  subject  now  under  your  notice. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  by  some  writers  to  discriminate 
between  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appendages  occurring  after 
delivery,  and  the  same  affection  when  coming  on  in  other  circum- 
stances. I  do  not  think,  however,  that  this  distinction  is  called 
for  either  by  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  or  by  the  treatment 
which  it  requires  in  the  pueiperal  state,  though  the  peculiar  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  at  that  time  often  imparts  to  disease  in  its 
vicinity  a  more  acute  character  than  would  be  presented  by  the 
same  ailment  at  another  season. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  very  clearly  the  influence  of  labor 
and  its  consequences  in  giving  rise  to  inflammation  of  the  appen- 
dages of  the  womb,  and  of  the  cellular  tissue  in  their  immediate 
vicinity.  It  shows,  too,  that  almost  invariably,  even  when  labor 
did  not  precede  the  attack,  some  accident  induced  it,  which  acted 
immediately  on  the  womb,  such,  for  instance,  as  miscarriage,  or 
disorder  of  the  catamenia;  while  the  cases  were  only  7  in  59,  in 

1  In  his  Traite  des  Accouchewens,  4to.,  Paris,  1759.     See  especially  pp.  356—366. 

2  Dublin  Journal,  vol.  xxii,  1843,  p.  199  ;  Ibid.,  vol.  xxiv,  1844,  p.  1 ;  and  Guy's 
Hospital  Reporis,  Second  Series,  vol.  ii,  1844,  p.  1. 

3  ArddvcH  Gen.  de  Medecine,  Third  Series,  1839,  vol.  iv,  pp.  34,  137,  298 ;  and 
Des  Abcis  Fhleymoneux  Intra- Pelviens,  8vo.,  Paris,  1844. 
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whicli  the  attack  was  not  brouglit  ou  bj  some  local  ailment  of  the 
sexual  system. 

Occurred  after  Delivery  in 32  cases. 

"           "      Abortion, 11  " 

"           "     Disorder  of  Catamenia, .     .     .  7  " 
"           "     Seduction,  and  some  probable 

violence  to  Uterus,     ...  1  " 
"           "      Ulceration  and  Inflammation 

of  Uterus, 1  " 

"           "     No  ailment  of  Uterus,    ...  7  " 

59 

In  10  of  the  32  cases  in  which  the  affection  succeeded  to  de- 
livery the  patients  were  primiparse  ;  or  if  to  my  own  cases  those 
of  Lever,  of  Marchal  de  Calvi,  and  of  McClintock^  be  added,  56 
out  of  112  cases  were  those  of  women  who  had  been  delivered  for 
the  first  time.  The  supposition,  however,  which  this  fact  might 
seem  to  suggest,  that  protracted  or  difiicult  labor  specially  predis- 
poses to  this  ailment,  is  scarcely  borne  out  by  further  inquiry ;  since 
in  21  of  my  32  cases,  and  in  7  out  of  8  of  those  recorded  by  Dr. 
Lever,  labor  was  in  all  respects  natural.  Li  4  of  my  cases  it  was 
protracted,  though  in  none  was  instrumental  interference  neces- 
sary ;  in  Lever's  case  turning  was  performed  on  account  of  arm- 
presentation  ;  in  1  case  of  mine  extensive  laceration  of  the  peri- 
neum seemed  to  have  been  the  point  of  departure  of  the  whole  of 
the  subsequent  inflammatory  mischief,  and  in  the  remaining  4 
labor  was  attended  by  profuse  hemorrhage,  an  accident  which  also 
complicated  one  of  the  cases  of  tedious  labor.  From  these  data 
all  that  we  can  venture  to  afl3.rm  is  the  preponderance  of  frequency 
with  which  the  accident  occurs  in  primiparte,  and  an  increase  of 
liability  to  its  occurrence  when  labor  is  more  than  usually  pro- 
tracted, or  when  it  is  accompanied  by  hemorrhage.  M.  GrisoUe 
expresses  his  belief  that  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  mother 
to  suckle  her  infant  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  predisposing 
causes  of  the  disease,  and  this  opin-ion  is  in  the  higliest  degree 
probable  ;  but  in  this  country  it  is  so  universally  the  practice  for 
women,  especially  among  the  poor,  to  suckle  their  children,  that 
none  of  my  observations  bear  at  all  on  that  point. 

The  nature  of  the  influence  of  abortion,  of  disorder  of  the  cata- 
menial  function,  or  of  other  accidents  which  directly  interfere  with 
the  sexual  organs,  is  too  obvious  to  call  for  explanation.  Why 
under  the  iniluence  of  such  causes  a  woman  should  be  seized  in 
one  case  by  violent  general  peritonitis,  in  another  ])y  an  ailment 
chronic  in  its  course,  and  seldom  dangerous  to  lile,  it  is  perhaps 
impossible  to  explain.  In  so  far,  however,  as  this  disease  is  a  con- 
sequence of  labor,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  essentially 
different  from  any  of  the  complications  or  sequels  of  puerperal 
fever.  J^ucrperal  fever  is  a  disease  of  the  whole  constitution,  asso- 
ciated wilh  iMq)()rtant  changes  in  the  circulating  system,  i»f(>bably 

1  Op.  clt,  p.  8. 


OF    UTERINE    APPENDAGES.  339 

witli  otlier  alterations  too,  which  we  have  not  at  present  the  skill 
to  discover;  but  the  local  mischief  which  may  be  found  after 
death  was  no  more  its  occasion,  than  are  the  ulcerations  of  Peyer's 
glands  the  occasion  or  the  essence  of  typhoid  fever.  In  puerperal 
fever,  there  may  be  evidence  of  injury  to  the  uterus,  or  to  its  ap- 
pendages, or  to  its  vessels,  or  to  the  peritoneum,  but  there  is  this 
and  something  more ;  and  this  something  more,  the  divmum  ali- 
quid^  TO  0-cov  of  Hippocrates,  has  puzzled  our  philosophy,  eluded 
our  research,  and  outwearied  the  speculations  of  the  most  inge- 
nious theorists  who  have  labored  vainly  to  unriddle  its  nature. 

Hence  it  is,  however,  that  these  inflammations  of  the  uterine 
appendages,  or  of  the  adjacent  cellular  tissue,  do  not  usually  come 
before  us  in  cases  where  puerperal  fever  has  threatened  life,  for 
that  disease  either  destroys  the  patient  speedily,  or  with  the  abate- 
ment of  the  general  disturbance  of  the  system,  the  local  evil, 
unless  the  mischief  done  was  irreparable,  abates  too,  and  soon 
disappears  completely.  This  ailment,  on  the  other  hand,  begins 
as  a  local  affection,  its  early  symptoms  are  often  so  slight  that  it  is 
overlooked  for  days  or  weeks  together,  the  constitution  sympathiz- 
ing just  in  proportion  to  its  extent  and  intensity,  and  general 
health  returning  as  the  consequence  of  the  mitigation  or  of  the 
cure  of  the  local  disease. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  rule  that  determines  absolutely 
.either  the  part  which  shall  be  the  seat  of  inflammation,  or  the 
course  which  that  inflammation  shall  run,  and  whether  it  shall 
issue  in  suppuration,  or  may  by  good  fortune  terminate  in  resolu- 
tion. The  cellular  tissue  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
womb  may  be  the  seat  of  the  mischief,  though  that  contained 
within  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament  is  attacked,  as  the  sub- 
joined table  shows,  far  more  often  than  the  same  structure  in  any 
other  situation,  or  38  out  of  59  times.  ^ 

The  tendency  of  recent  investigations,  too,  is  to  show  that  here, 
or  rather  in  the  ovary  and  Fallopian  tube  of  one  or  other  side,  is 
the  almost  invariable  starting-point  of  the  mischief,  be  the  parts 
eventually  involved  in  it  what  they  may.  The  inflammation 
further  seems  to  extend  from  the  appendages  of  the  womb  to  the 
peritoneum  lining  the  pelvis;  it  often  ties  down  the  appendages 
behind  the  uterus,  or  forms  adhesions  between  them  and  the  in- 
testines, or  mats  together  the  intestines  themselves,  while  matter 
is  sometimes  formed  in  the  irregular  cavities  left  between  adjacent 
surfaces  of  the  peritoneum,  or  of  the  false  membranes  which  con- 
nect diflerent  parts  together.  The  importance  of  this  pelvi- 
peritonitis, as  he  terms  it,  has  been  much  insisted  on  by  M. 
Bernutz,^  who  seeks  in  it  for  the  adequate  explanation  of  all  the 

1  I  must  be  allowed  to  correct  an  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  M.  Aran,  who, 
op.  cit.,  p.  680,  note,  states  that  I  allege  the  tissue  between  the  uterus  and  rectum 
to  be  the  most  frequent  seat  of  this  atfection.  The  statement  in  the  text  is  word 
for  word  the  same  as  in  the  previous  edition. 

^  In  the  Archives  de  Medecine,  March  and  April,  1857,  and  afterwards  at  very 
great  length  in  voL  ii  of  his  and  M.  Goupil's  work,  Sur  les  Maladies  des  Femmes, 
already  referred  to. 
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phenomena,  both  local  and  general,  which  have  usually  been  sup- 
posed to  depend  on  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  about  the 
uterus.  He  would  propose  this  solution  not  of  those  cases  only 
in  which  the  parts  at  the  side  of  the  womb  are  the  seat  of  this 
affection,  but  for  those  also  (14  out  of  every  59  cases)  in  which  the 
inflammation  appears  to  be  seated  between  the  uterus  and  rectum, 
for  here,  too,  the  matting  together  of  the  intestines  may  form  a 
tumor  in  the  recto-vaginal  pouch,  which  may  present  the  characters 
supposed  to  belong  to  pelvic  abscess.  When,  however,  he  denies 
the  possibility  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  about  the 
uterus,  with  the  exception  of  that  contained  between  the  folds  of 
the  broad  ligament,  he  goes  further  than  I  am  at  present  prepared 
to  follow  him.  In  4  out  of  my  59  cases  the  tissue  intervening 
between  the  uterus  and  bladder  was  the  seat  of  inflammation, 
which  in  3  of  the  cases  went  on  to  suppuration,  and  the  matter 
so  formed  twice  escaped  spontaneously,  and  once  was  evacuated 
by  means  of  a  trocar  introduced  through  the  anterior  vaginal 
wall.  To  these  cases  it  is  obvious  that  the  explanation  of  M. 
Bernutz  cannot  apply,  nor  do  I  think  it  holds  good  with  reference 
to  many  instances  of  retro-uterine  tumors ;  while,  with  reference 
to  the  broad  ligament  itself,  M.  Bernutz  admits  the  possibility 
of  inflammation  and. suppuration  involving  the  tissue  between 
its  folds. 

The  inflammation  is  in  many  instances  not  limited  to  its  orig- 
inal seat,  but  extends,  and  that  not  always  by  direct  continuity 
of  tissue,  to  the  cellular  tissue  lining  the  pelvis,  or  attacks  that 
which  is  interposed  between  the  abdominal  muscles  and  the  peri- 
toneum, constituting  the  external  peritonitis  of  some  Munters.  In 
these  cases,  too,  the  mischief  may  recede  from  the  parts  which  it 
originally  attacked,  and  the  gravity  of  the  secondary  ailment  may 
entirely  obscure  the  perhaps  transitory  affection  in  which  it 
originated,  a  supposition  that  will  probably  apply  to  not  a  few  of 
the  instances  in  which  affection  of  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue  and 
that  external  to  the  peritoneum  has  seemed  to  be  idiopathic. 

Like  other  inflammations,  so  these  sometimes  pass  away,  and 
leave  no  trace.  Oftener  they  issue  in  the  production  of  per- 
manent swelling  and  induration,  due  either  to  the  results  of  the 
local  peritonitis,  or  to  actual  thickening  of  the  cellular  tissue 
which  has  been  the  seat  of  the  attack ;  or,  lastly,  they  may  end 
in  the  formation  of  pus,  and  probably  in  its  discharge  through  the 
rectum,  vagina,  or  bladder,  or  now  and  then  in  its  escape  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  This  termination  by  suppuration  appears 
to  be  very  frequent  in  the  case  of  those  inflammations  which 
succeed  to  delivery  or  abortion.  I  find  it  noted  as  having  happened 
in  23  out  of  43  instances  in  which  the  inflammation  succeeded  to 
delivery  or  abortion  ;  and  the  large  experience  of  Dr.  McClintock' 
leads  to  the  same  conclusion,  since  he  met  with  it  in  37  cases  out 
of  70.     My  own  impression,  too,  formed  chiefly  on  bygone  hospital 

1  Op.  cit.,  p.  9. 
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experience,  is  tliat  the  same  rule  holds  good  even  in  those  eases 
where  the  disease  occurs  independently  of  puerperal  causes.  My 
table  shows  9  instances  out  of  16  as  having  terminated  by  suppura- 
tion, and  in  this  respect  agrees  with  the  statement  of  M.  Grisolle, 
who  found  it  take  place  in  88  cases  out  of  51.  General  experience, 
however,  it  must  be  confessed,  does  not  bear  out  these  statements. 
M.  Aran  demurs  to  their  correctness,^  and  M.  Gallard,^  in  a  very 
carefully  written  essay,  regards  the  occurrence  out  of  the  puerperal 
state  as  so  rare  as  to  have  been  met  with  only  in  4  out  of  53  cases. 
I  have  no  longer  the  opportunities  of  large  hospital  observation  by 
which  to  control  and  correct  my  own  impressions  ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  probable  that  the  cases  which  came  under  my  notice  in  a 
small  ward  for  admission  into  which  there  were  many  applicants 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  were  of  a  severer  kind  than  those 
which  formed  the  basis  of  M.  Gallard's  thesis ;  and  further,  that 
many  of  the  slighter  forms  of  what  M.  Bernutz  terms  pdvi-peri- 
tonitis  may  have  been  taken  into  account  by  observers  recently, 
though  they  would  not  have  entered  into  their  calculations  some 
few  years  ago. 

While  I  indicate,  then,  as  I  have  already  done  with  reference  to 
other  questions  bearing  on  this  subject,  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  prevail,  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position  to  modify  my 
original  statement,  that  the  occurrence  of  suppuration,  or,  at  least, 
of  oedema,  with  infiltration  of  sero-purulent  fluid,  is  in  all  these 
cases  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  and  this  even  though  no 
discharge  of  matter  should  at  any  time  take  place  externally. 
The  extreme  rapidity  with  which  a  tumor  forms  so  as  to  be  de- 
tected through  the  abdominal  walls,  or  to  be  felt  in  other  cases 
in  the  vagina,  is  explicable  only  by  the  sudden  pouring  out  of  fluid 
into  the  loose  cellular  tissue;  while  its  varying  extent,  its  ill- 
defined  edges,  its  occasional  disappearance  from  one  side  and 
reappearance  on  the  opposite,  all  serve  to  show  that,  whatever 
may  have  been  its  starting-point,  the  mischief  does  not  in  general 
seriously  involve  the  substance  of  any  solid  organ  such  as  the 
ovary,  and  consequently  to  explain  the  completeness  of  the  patient's 
recovery,  and  the  subsequent  integrity  of  all  her  sexual  functions, 
even  when  the  attack  has  been  most  severe  and  the  symptoms 
have  appeared  most  formidable. 

The  original  seat  of  the  mischief  in  the  cellular  tissue  imme- 
diately adjacent  to  the  uterus  is  ilhistrated  by  the  subjoined  case, 
where  I  had  the  opportunit}'  of  observing  after  death  the  i)rocess 
by  which  nature  had  eftcctod  the  cure  of  an  inflammation  of  the 
celluhir  tissue  contained  within  the  folds  of  the  left  broad  liga- 
ment. The  person  on  whom  this  observation  was  made  was  a 
young  woman  who  died  of  abscess  of  the  liver  fourteen  months  after 
her  recovery  from  inflammation  of  the  uterine  ajipendages  of  the 
left  Bide.  The  results  of  examination  when  she  was  oi-iginally 
admitted   into  the  hospital,  six  weeks  after  hor  delivery,  were  as 

•   <)j>.  rlL,  \>.  707.  2  I>>i  I'lilcgnwn  Pefi-uft<ri)i,  (to.,  Piiris,  18^5. 
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follows :  tlie  abdomen  generally  was  soft  and  painless,  but  imme- 
diately over  the  symphysis,  extending  about  two  inches  above  its 
level,  and  about  the  same  distance  transversely,  was  a  firm,  globular 
enlargement,  very  slightly  movable,  tender  on  firm  pressure.  The 
vagina  was  hot,  its  anterior  wall  from  about  half  an  inch  from  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  was  swollen  into  a  distinct  elastic  tumor, 
which  gave  the  sensation  of  containing  fiuid,  and  projected  so  as 
to  contract  to  half  its  ordinary  dimensions  the  calibre  of  the  canal. 
In  this  tumor,  which  was  not  modified  by  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter,  the  anterior  lip  of  the  uterus  was  lost,  while  the  posterior 
lip  was  small  and  natural.  The  right  side  of  the  uterus  was  free 
from  any  uunatural  condition,  the  swelling  existing  to  the  left  and 
anteriorly.  The  uterus  and  tumor,  when  pressed  on,  moved 
together,  but  their  mobility  was  very  small.  In  a  few  days  the 
tumor  felt  per  vaginam  was  greatly  lessened  after  a  profuse 
discharge  of  pus,  and  when  the  patient,  after  six  weeks'  sojourn, 
left  the  hospital,  there  was  said  to  be  no  other  morbid  condition 
than  a  thickening  at  the  left  side  of  the  uterus,  by  which  it  was 
almost  completely  fixed  in  the  pelvis. 

The  appearances  found  after  death  explained  this  thickening, 
and  accounted  for  the  non-mobility  of  the  womb,  for  the  folds  of 
the  broad  ligament,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina  to  the  lower 
surface  of  the  ligamentum  ovarii,  inclosed  a  mass  of  dense  cellular 
tissue  of  almost  cartilaginous  hardness,  crying  under  the  knife; 
dense  white  bands  intersecting  each  other  in  all  directions,  and 
having  a  firm,"  yellow  fat  between  them.  This  mass  was  closely 
adherent  along  the  whole  left  side  of  the  uterus,  though  the  uterine 
tissue  was  in  no  respect  implicated  in  it.  The  left  Fallopian  tube 
was  tied  at  two  or  three  points  by  long  adhesions  to  the  ovary  and 
its  ligament,  and  the  ala  vespertilionis  on  that  side  was  thickened 
and  uneven,  as  if  from  old  deposits  of  lymph.  The  Fallopian  tubes 
were  pervious,  and  the  ovaries  were  quite  healthy,  and  contained 
several  Graafian  vesicles. 

Between  the  affection  we  are  now  studying  and  inflammation  of 
the  substance  of  the  ovaries  themselves  the  differences  are  obvious 
and  manifold.  The  extreme  rapidity  with  which  matter  is  formed, 
and  the  large  quantity  of  it  which  is  secreted  in  so  short  a  time, 
are  not  compatible  with  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  the  substance  of 
an  organ  furnished  as  is  the  ovary  with  a  dense  fibrous  capsule, 
which,  though  elastic  and  admitting  of  vast  expansion  in  the  course 
of  time,  is  3'et  not  capable  of  yielding  so  as  to  allow  of  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  large  quantity  of  matter  in  a  few  days.  The  ter- 
mination of  ovaritis  by  suppuration  is,  I  believe,  quite  exceptional. 
In  the  puerperal  state  it  is  the  peritoneal  investment  of  the  ovaries 
which  is  usually  afi^ected;  while  when  inflammation  even  of  the 
acutest  kind  attacks  the  substance  of  those  organs,  and  ending  in 
the  formation  of  matter  proves  speedily  fatal,  it  does  not  lead  to 
any  great  increase  of  their  size,  but  to  softening  and  complete  dis- 
integration of  their  tissue.  "When,  in  other  circumstances,  large 
collections  of  matter  form  within  the  ovary,  their  origin  is  usually 
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tracealble  to  some  cyst  in  whose  wall  inflammation  has  been  acci- 
dentally set  up ;  and  such  ovarian  abscesses  generally  remain  for 
a  long  time  as  distinct,  well-circumscribed  tumors,  whose  contents 
are  very  slow  in  making  their  way  outwards.  Generally,  indeed, 
ovaritis  is  not  only  a  far  more  chronic  evil  than  inflammation  of 
cellular  tissue  about  the  womb,  and  is  attended  by  pain  of  a  very 
difi'erent  character,  but  the  enlargement  of  the  organ  is  almost 
always  inconsiderable,  and  its  situation  is  often  inferred  from  pain 
produced  by  pressure  at  one  spot  rather  than  clearly  pointed  out 
by  anj^  considerable  increase  of  its  dimensions,  while  the  thicken- 
ing and  hardening  of  the  vaginal  walls,  scarcely  ever  absent  from 
that  side  of  the  canal  on  which  the  attection  of  the  cellular  tissue 
is  situated,  is  never  met  with  in  cases  of  simple  ovarian  inflam- 
mation. 

The  analogies  of  this  affection  are,  I  believe,  rather  to  be  found 
among  those  inflammations  of  the  cellular  tissue  which,  succeeding 
to  operations,  advance  with  great  rapidity,  and  terminating  soon  in 
the  formation  of  enormous  quantities  of  matter,  constitute  one  of 
the  most  untoward  of  those  accidents  by  which  the  skill  of  the 
surgeon  is  disappointed  of  best  merited  success.  The  rapid  forma- 
tion, and  occasional  rapid  disappearance  of  the  swelling,  show,  if 
further  proof  were  wanting,  that  it  is  not  due  to  changes  in  the 
solid  tissues  of  any  organ,  but  rather  to  oedema  or  the  infiltration 
of  a  loose  tissue  with  fluid.  This  fluid,  too,  like  that  which  is 
formed  in  other  inflammations  of  cellular  tissue,  is  not  at  first 
genuine  pus,  but  a  thin  sero-puriilent  matter,  and  often  still  retains 
this  character  long  after  it  has  been  formed  in  quantity  suflicient 
to  impart  to  the  finger  a  most  marked  sense  of  fluctuation. 

These  characters  then  correspond  to  those  of  difluse  cellular 
iiiflammation,  or  "acute  purulent  oedema,"  as  it  has  been  well 
termed  by  the  distinguished  Russian  surgeon,  Pirogoft?  It  we 
take  this  view,  which  he  indeed  suggests,  even  the  most  anomalous 
features  of  the  aftection  will  become  comparatively  easy  to  under- 
stand. We  shall  not  be  surprised  that  the  disease  should  occur  in 
the  weakly  rather  than  in  the  strong,  that  previous  hemorrhage  or 
other  debilitating  influences  should  favor  its  development,  that 
while  often  attended  by  comparatively  little  local  suflering,  it 
should  yet  run  rapidly  through  its  earlier  stages;  but  still  now  and 
then  come  suddenly  to  a  standstill,  and  that  all  trace  of  it  should 
then  quickly  disap})ear.  Since  we  know,  too,  that  the  scat  of  the 
mischief  is  not  in  the  sexual  organs  themselves,  but  only  in  their 
connective  tissue,  we  shall  find  nothing  diflicult  of  ex})lanati()n  in 
the  re-establishment  of  menstruation,  or  in  the  recurrence  ol'  }ireg- 
nancy,  or  in  the  regular  performance  of  all  the  generative  i'unc- 
tions,  even  after  symptoms  which  had  seemed  most  formidable, 
and  had  appeared  as  thougli  they  must  inijjly  that  injury  had 
been  done  passing  the  power  of  luiturc  to  repair. 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  aflection  succeeds  to  delivery  or 

1  Klinischc  C/iinirr/ic,  Drittos  Uoft,  8vo.,  Leipzig,  1854,  pp.  3G-64. 
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abortion,  its  mode  of  attach  seems  to  he  tivofold.  Either  it  sets  in 
with  well-marked  symptoms  of  constitutional  disorder,  such  as 
general  feverishness  and  heat  of  skin,  sometimes,  though  not 
often,  preceded  b}'  shivering,  and  accompanied  by  abdominal  pain, 
which  is  seldom  very  intense ;  or  else  it  comes  on  gradually,  the 
local  evil  being  developed  almost  imperceptibly  out  of  a  state  of 
incomplete  convalescence;  while  it  is  quite  an  exceptional  occur- 
rence for  severe  puerperal  peritonitis  to  precede  the  inflammation 
of  the  uterine  cellular  tissue.  In  the  majority  of  instances  the 
tenderness  and  pain,  though  referred  chiefly  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  are  not  at  first  distinctly  limited  to  one  or  other 
side,  and  not  infrequently  the  discovery  of  swelling,  induration, 
or  even  of  a  definite  tumor  in  one  or  other  iliac  region  by  the 
medical  attendant,  is  the  first  circumstance  which  directs  the 
patient's  notice  to  one  spot  as  the  special  seat  and  source  of  her 
suft'erings.  The  sjniiptoms  of  general  constitutional  disorder, 
even  when  most  marked  at  the  outset,  very  rarely  go  on  increas- 
ing in  severity  with  the  progress  of  the  local  mischief,  but,  hav- 
ing set  in  on  the  second  or  third  day  after  delivery,  subside  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  This  subsidence  of  the  symp- 
toms often  takes  place  quite  independently  of  the  employment 
of  any  medical  treatment;  but  the  apparent  convalescence  thus 
established  is  not  only  imperfect  from  the  first,  but  becomes  every 
day  more  and  more  interrupted,  as  the  local  ailment  advances, 
and  now,  if  not  earlier,  distinctly  manifests  itself  by  abdominal 
pain,  by  painful  micturition  or  defecation,  or  by  some  other  symp- 
tom which  clearly  points  to  its  situation. 

It  depends  upon  the  situation  of  the  affected  parts,  whether  or 
no  any  tumor  is  perceptible  externally ;  for  while  always  more  or 
less  manifest  in  cases  where  the  parts  contained  within  the  broad 
ligament  are  the  seat  of  inflammation,  it  is  generally  absent  when 
the  mischief  is  limited  to  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  uterus 
and  bladder,  and  always  when  it  is  confined  to  the  parts  in  or 
about  the  recto-vaginal  septum.  The  somewhat  vague  character 
of  the  symptoms  in  many  of  these  cases,  and  the  too  common 
neglect  of  vaginal  examinations,  lead  in  cases  of  this  description 
to  very  frequent  mistakes  as  to  the  nature  of  the  patient's  ailment, 
and  mistakes  all  the  less  excusable  since  there  are  few  ailments 
whose  diagnosis  is  more  simple  if  the  investigation  is  properly 
conducted.  It  is  not  easy  to  say  at  how  early  a  period  after  the 
commencement  of  the  attack  a  swelling  forms,  so  as  to  be  detect- 
able on  examination  ;  but  my  impression  is,  that  though  often  not 
discovered  till  after  the  lapse  of  many  days,  it  usually  occurs  very 
speedily.  Careful  examination  even  two  or  three  days  after  the 
symptoms  began,  will  generally  ascertain  the  existence  of  fulness 
in  one  or  other  iliac  region,  will  find  that  on  pressure  there  the 
complaint  of  pain  is  greater  than  elsewdiere,"  and  that  percussion 
in  that  situation  yields  a  dull  sound,  and  conveys  a  sense  of  solidity 
not  perceptible  on  the  other  side.  In  such  circumstances,  local 
depletion  will  not  only  afford  immediate  relief  to  the  patient's 
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sensations,  but  that  relief  will  be  accompanied  by  a  disappearance 
of  the  swelling  so  complete  and  so  speedy  as  to  raise  a  momentary 
doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  whether  the  impression  of  its  existence 
was  not  a  mistake.  The  doubt,  however,  would  be  unfounded : 
the  swelling  was  very  real,  due  possibly  to  oedema  of  the  cellular 
tissue,  in  which,  but  for  our  treatment,  suppuration  would  soon 
have  taken  place,  as  indeed  it  does  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
and  then  condemns  the  patient  to  a  tedious  illness,  and  a  tardy 
convalescence.  The  same  rapid  formation,  and  rapid  disappear- 
ance of  the  swelling,  receive  another  illustration  in  cases  where  a 
sort  of  metastasis  of  the  inflammation  takes  place,  or  where,  to 
speak  more  correctly,  the  mischief,  originally  situated  on  one  side, 
attacks  w^ithout  apparent  cause  the  other  also ;  and  the  new  com- 
plaints of  pain  in  a  diiferent  situation  are  accompanied  by  tume- 
faction there,  which  may  be  very  temporary ;  or  may,  if  the  in- 
flammation there  advance,  become  as  solid,  and  prove  as  perma- 
nent as  that  on  the  other  side.  It  is  not  possible  to  fix  the  precise 
limits  of  time  within  which  resolution  of  the  swellings  may  take 
place.  My  impression,  however,  is  that  the  period  is  very  short, 
and  that  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  at  furthest,  the  changes  are 
far  too  considerable  for  any  rapid  cure ;  and  that  pus  is  early 
formed,  though  the  processes  by  which  it  makes  its  way  to  the 
surface  are  generally  very  tardy,  and  those  are  slower  still  by 
which,  without  auy  escape  of  matter  externally,  its  complete  ab- 
sorption is  now  and  then  effected.  The  formation  of  matter  is  by 
no  means  invariably  followed  by  any  marked  increase  in  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  patient;  and  it  is  surprising  how  the  constitution 
bears  its  presence  even  in  considerable  quantities,  the  mechanical 
inconveniences  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  abscess  being  not 
infrequently  those  from  which  the  patient  suffers  most,  and  which 
drive  her  at  length  to  seek  for  medical  assistance.  Thus,  a  3'oung 
woman,  aged  twenty-five,  was  admitted  in  the  year  1849  into  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  having  been  ill  since  her  delivery  seven 
months  before.  On  the  ninth  day  after  her  confinement  she  was 
attacked  by  abdominal  inflammation,  the  more  acute  sjnnptoms 
of  which  subsided  under  depletion,  and  she  attained  a  state  of 
imperfect  convalescence.  She  went  about  some  other  household 
duties,  though  with  difliculty,  and  even  cohabited  with  her  husband 
in  spite  of  the  pain  by  which  sexual  intercourse,  was  attended. 
"When  she  sought  for  admission  into  the  hospital  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  increased  difliculty  in  micturition,  and  frequent  desire 
to  pass  water.  On  examination  of  her  abdomen  an  oval  tumor 
was  discovered  in  the  mesial  line  reaching  midway  between  the 
8ym])hy.sis  pubis  and  the  umbilicus,  and  produced  by  a  collection 
of  pus  in  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  uterus  and  bladder,  ten 
ounc(!S  of  which  escaped  on  a  puncture  being  made  into  it  through 
the  vaginal  wall.  The  patient  alleged  that  the  tumor  had  existed 
only  lor  three  weeks  ;  a  statement  which  can  scarcely  be  received  as 
correct,  since  slie  had  never  thoroughly  recovered  I'rom  the  illness 
which  followed  her  deliver}' ;   but  whieh   may  be  accepted  as  evi- 
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dence  that  the  abscess  had  produced  no  special  eflfects,  till  by  its 
increased  size  it  began  mechanically  to  occasion  discomfort,  and 
to  interfere  painfully  with  the  functions  of  her  bladder. 

Another  illustration  of  the  same  fact  may  be  adduced  in  the 
person  of  a  young  woman  in  whom  constipation  from  the  fourth 
to  the  eighteenth  day  after  her  first  confinement  was  followed  by 
inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  behind  the  rectum.  The  action 
of  her  bowels  was  from  this  time  attended  by  great  pain,  and  cos- 
tiveness  alternated  with  diarrhoea,  the  evacuations  being  not  infre- 
quently intermixed  with  pus.  In  spite  of  these  symptoms,  how- 
ever, she  gradually  regained  her  general  health,  and  menstruation 
returned,  though  not  regularly.  Seventeen  months  after  her  con- 
finement she  had  been  visiting  the  Crystal  Palace,  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  while  returning  home  in  an  omnibus,  the  jolting  of  the  vehicle 
occasioned  the  sudden  bursting  of  an  abscess,  and  the  discharge 
of  about  three  pints  of  matter  streaked  with  blood  per  anum.  For 
the  next  three  months  from  that  time,  more  or  less  copious  puru- 
lent discharges  took  place  from  the  bowel,  behind  which  the  ab- 
scess whence  it  proceeded  was  situated,  forming  there  a  tumor  of 
about  the  size  of  a  small  apple.  Occasional  local  leeching  and 
the  most  sedulous  attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels  were  suc- 
ceeded by  the  cessation  of  the  discharge,  and  the  ultimate  com- 
plete disappearance  of  the  tumor,  of  which  six  years  afterwards 
no  trace  existed. 

The  presence  of  any  collection  of  pus  so  considerable  as  that 
which  existed  in  these  two  cases  is  decidedly  unusual ;  but  though 
the  size  of  the  abscess  is  not  in  general  very  great,  it  not  infre- 
quently passes  into  a  chronic  state,  and  emptying  itself,  for  the 
most  part,  through  some  narrow  passage  of  communication,  intO' 
the  bowel,  the  patient  continues  for  months  or  years  liable  to  occa- 
sional discharges  of  pus  per  anum,  the  commencement  of  which 
dates  back  to  some  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue 
years  before.  In  the  case  of  a  poor  woman  who  died  after  long 
suffering  from  ulceration  of  a  quasi-malignant  character  about  her 
urethra  and  rectum,  a  collection  of  matter  was  found  in  the  midst 
of  the  thickened  and  condensed  cellular  tissue  by  the  side  of  the 
rectum,  and  between  it  and  the  uterus.  This  abscess,  too,  was 
lined  by  a  membrane  so  distinct,  so  smooth  and  polished,  as  for  a 
moment  to  raise  the  question  whether  it  was  not  a  distinct  cyst  in 
which  suppuration  had  been  accidentally  excited.  A  patient  was 
some  years  ago  under  my  care  in  whom  inflammation  of  the  cellu- 
lar tissue  between  the  uterus  and  rectum  having  gone  on  to  suppu- 
ration, it  was  considered  expedient  to  puncture  the  tumor  which 
was  found  in  the  vagina.  Not  more  than  two  ounces  of  sero-puru- 
lent  fluid  were  evacuated  by  this  proceeding,  but  from  the  punc- 
ture flowed  for  the  ensuing  seven  weeks  many  ounces  of  pus  daily, 
its  quantity,  however,  diminishing,  and  the"  discharge  at  length 
completely  ceasing  as  the  patient  advanced  towards  recovery,  and 
.  as  the  swelling  behind  her  womb  diminished.  In  another  instance, 
occasional  discharges  of  matter  took  place,  from  the  bowel,  and 
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pus  was  often  intermixed  with  the  fteces,  five  years  after  the  first 
symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  about  the  uterus, 
the  chronic  results  of  which  were  still  evident  in  a  tumor  which 
was  closely  connected  both  with  the  rectum  and  the  womb.  These 
chronic  abscesses  generally  contract,  and  the  fistulous  passages 
which  lead  to  them  become  by  degrees  obliterated,  but  exceptions 
to  this  now  and  then  occur,  two  of  which  have  come  under  my 
own  notice,  and  Dr.  Simpson^  has  reported  some  very  interesting 
cases  where  permanent  fistulous  communications  have  formed 
between  the  abscess  succeeding  to  inflammation  of  the  pelvic  cel- 
lular tissue,  and  the  bladder,  uterus,  or  intestinal  canal. 

Often,  though  perhaps  not  always,  the  formation  of  abscesses 
having  so  chronic  a  character  as  those  to  which  reference  has  just 
been  made,  might  be  prevented  if  the  nature  of  the  ailment  were 
recognized  at  the  commencement.  The  diagnosis,  too,  is  not  at- 
tended by  much  difiiculty  if  onlj^  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  whenever 
after  delivery  or  miscarriage  ill-defined  febrile  symptoms  occur, 
accompanied  by  abdominal  pain,  inflammation  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  uterus  is  probably  present,  and  this  even  though  the  constitu- 
tional disturbance  should  not  be  considerable,  nor  the  pain  expe- 
rienced by  any  means  severe.  If  now  the  inflammation  is  seated 
in  the  broad  ligament,  there  will  at  flrst  be  found  in  one  or  other 
iliac  region  a  vague  sense  of  fulness;  percussion  in  that  situation 
yielding  a  dull  sound,  and  pressure  being  painful;  and  afterwards 
a  more  definite  swelling.  At  no  time,  however,  is  this  swelling 
so  circumscribed  that  its  border  can  be  distinctly  traced,  nor  is  it 
movable  like  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  womb,  or  an  enlarged  ovary, 
but  it  is  felt  like  a  hard  mass,  extending  laterally  to  the  inner 
surface  of  the  pelvic  wall,  and  firmly  adherent  to  it,  reaching 
down  into  the  pelvic  cavity  so  that  its  lower  border  cannot  be 
f-elt,  while  its  upper  and  inner  margin  are  both  but  vaguely 
marked;  the  thickening  in  those  situations  seeming  rather  to 
pass  away  by  degrees  than  suddenly  to  cease.  The  dimensions 
of  this  swelling  are  always  much  more  considerable  from  side  to 
side  than  from  below  upwards;  diftering  in  this  respect  from 
tumors  of  the  uterus  or  ovaries;  its  surface  is  even,  but  extremely 
hard;  it  seems  very  superficial;  the  abdominal  walls  are  not  readily 
movable  over  it,  but  often  seem  as  though  they  were  adherent  to 
it.  This,  too,  they  doubtless  are  in  some  cases,  but  the  same  sen- 
sation is  very  often  communicated  to  the  hand  in  instances  where 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  for  supposing  that  adhesion  has  taken 
place  between  the  opposite  surfaces  of  the  peritoneum,  while  I'ur- 
tlier,  the  ra[)idity  witli  which  in  some  cases  the  apparent  union  is 
dissolved,  shows  that  it  must  have  depended  on  some  cause  of  a 
mucli  more  temporary  nature.  My  impression  is,  that  it  is  in  a 
niciisure  due  to  (udeina  of  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  abdom- 
inal muscles  and  the  ijcritoncum;  a  condition  which  not  infre- 
quently tcniiinateH  in  suji[>urati(ui,  and  thus  constitutes  what  has 

1  Obstetric  Menioh-.s,  vol.  i,  p.  232. 
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been  termed  external  'peritonitis^  but  which  in  many  cases  is  but 
an  attendant  on  inflammation  of  the  more  deeply-seated  tissues, 
increasing  as  that  advances,  remaining  stationary  when  that  comes 
to  a  standstill,  and  rapidly  disappearing  as  that  begins  to  subside. 
An  obvious  lessening  of  the  general  fulness  of  the  abdomen,  and 
a  sense  of  mobilit}^  of  the  abdominal  walls  over  the  tumor,  is  one 
of  the  first  signs  of  the  patient's  amendment,  and  one  which  often 
long  precedes  any  alteration  in  the  size  or  contour  of  the  swelling; 
while  next,  as  its  size  lessens,  the  previous  adhesions  between  it 
and  the  pelvic  wall  become  less  firm,  and  its  chief  connection  is 
felt  to  be  not  with  the  side  of  the  pelvis,  but  with  some  body  at 
its  centre ;  in  other  words,  with  the  uterus  itself.  Up  to  the  last, 
the  indistinctness  of  outline  which  has  been  already  noticed  as 
characteristic  of  these  swellings  continues  to  distinguish  them, 
and  a  vague  sense  of  folness  in  the  iliac  region  remains  long  after 
all  other  evidence  of  their  presence  has  ceased. 

When  suppuration  takes  place,  the  matter  makes  its  way  out- 
wardly through  the  vagina,  or  through  the  intestinal  canal,  in 
almost  all  cases  in. which  the  inflammation  is  limited  to  the  parts 
contained  within  the  broad  ligaments.  In  those  cases,  however, 
in  which  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue  is  implicated,  the  matter  not 
infrequently  makes  its  way  round  between  the  muscles  and  the 
external  surface  of  the  peritoneum,  and  the  abscess  points  and 
discharges  itself  through  the  abdominal  walls  somewhere  in  the 
course  of  Poupart's  ligament,  or  a  little  below  that  situation.  It 
sometimes  happens,  however,  that  even  after  fluctuation  has  be- 
come distinctl}^  perceptible  through  the  abdominal  walls,  the 
abscess  eventually  bursts  either  through  the  vagina  or  the  rectum, 
and  in  one  instance  a  communication  formed  apparently  about 
the  situation  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  ;  and  after  the 
escape  of  matter  by  the  bowel,  air  was  for  many  days' distinctly 
perceptible  in  the  sac  of  the  abscess. 

In  cases  of  uncomplicated  external  peritonitis,  and  also  in  those 
where  inflammation  in  this  situation  occurs  simultaneously  with 
that  of  more  deep-seated  parts,  the  tendency  naturally  is  to  the 
escape  of  matter  externally.  The  swelling  in  cases  of  external 
peritonitis  is  harder  and  tenser  than  when  the  mischief  is  more 
deeply  seated,  the  integuments  become  red,  shining,  and  brawny, 
and  this  condition  extends  lower  down  than  when  the  inflamma- 
tion is  seated  in  the  parts  within  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament, 
and  reaches  quite  into  the  inguinal  region.  The  quantity  of 
matter  formed  in  these  cases  usually  amounts  to  several  ounces  ; 
the  abscess  pointing  at  one  spot,  and  the  whole  of  its  contents 
escaping  at  a  single  aperture.  Sometimes,  however,  in  cases  where 
inflammation  of  the  uterine  or  pelvic  cellular  tissue  is  present,  the 
tissue  external  to  the  peritoneum  becomes  affected  secondarily  ; 
not  by  direct  extension  of  the  mischief  to  it,  but  rather  by  a  sort 
of  sympathy,  and  in  this  case  two  or  three  small  circumscribed 
collections  of  matter  are  not  infrequently  formed,  each  of  wdiich 
may  require  to  be  separately  evacuated. 
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An  examination  per  vaginam  throws  additional  light  upon  the 
case,  excejDt  of  course  in  those  instances  in  which  the  external  sur- 
face of  the  peritoneum  is  alone  affected.  The  vagina  is  hot,  and 
puffy,  and  tender  ;  and,  according  to  the  seat  of  the  inflammation, 
either  its  anterior  or  its  posterior  wall  is  felt  to  be  thickened,  and 
"hard  like  brawn  ;  and  the  uterus  itself  is  fixed  by  this  thickening 
of  the  vagina  more  or  fess  completely  in  the  pelvis,  and  at  the  same 
time  is  carried  by  means  of  it  higher  up  than  natural,  so  as  not  to 
come  as  readily  as  usual  within  reach  of  the  exploring  finger.  As 
the  cellular  tissue  within  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament  is  oftener 
affected  than  that  in  any  other  situation,  so  it  is  at  the  roof  of  the 
vagina,  towards  one  or  other  side,  and  commonly  extending  some- 
what round  behind  the  uterus,  that  these  characters  are  most 
marked.  Soon,  too,  a  distinct  tumor  is  perceptible  in  addition  to 
the  general  thickening,  swelling,  and  hardness  of  the  vaginal  w^all, 
and  the  swelling,  if  considerable,  pushes  over  the  uterus  towards 
the  opposite  part  of  the  pelvis.  If  seated  at  the  side  it  does  not 
in  general  dip  down  deeply  into  the  pelvic  cavit3^  and  though  it 
may  be  seized  between  the  hand  externally,  and  the  fingers  in  the 
vagina,  the  state  of  the  abdominal  integuments,  and  the  thickening 
of  the  roof  of  the  vagina  interfere  w^ith  the  accurate  determination 
of  its  size  and  contour.  If  the  mischief  extends,  as  often  happens, 
either  in  front  or  behind,  a  definite  swelling  is  very  likely  to  be 
formed,  and  this  sw^elling  is  usually  larger  and  more  distinctly 
circumscribed  W' hen  situated  behind  the  uterus  than  when  occupy- 
ing the  cellular  tissue  in  front  of  the  organ.  If  the  cellular  tissue 
between  the  uterus  and  bladder,  and  along  the  anterior  vaginal 
wall,  is  the  seat  of  the  inflammation,  we  may  then  find  the  hardened, 
thickened,  tumefied  state  of  the  vagina  reaching  down  to  its  very 
outlet,  and  the  os  uteri  pushed  quite  out  of  reach  by  a  swelling  in 
front  of  it,  not  distinctly  circumscribed,  but  passing  over  into  the 
substance  of  the  thickened  anterior  vaginal  wall.  If  any  large 
quantity  of  pus  is  formed  in  this  situation,  it  does  not  commonly 
seem  to  increase  very  much  the  size  of  the  pelvic  tumor,  but  forms 
a  distinct,  well-defined  swelling  bctw^een  the  uterus  and  bladder, 
which  rises  up  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  may  be  felt  through 
the  abdominal  walls,  occupying  the  situation,  and  having  much  tlie 
contour  of  the  half-distended  bladder.  It  is  when  seated  behind 
the  uterus,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  occurrence  of  snppnration 
is  a])t  to  give  rise  to  the  most  definite  pelvic  tnmor;  for  there  is 
in  this  situation  a  greater  obstacle  than  elsewhere  to  the  extension 
of  the  swelling  upwards  out  of  the  pelvis,  while  tlie  cellular  tissue 
in  the  recto-vaginal  septum  is  looser  and  more  abundant  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  uterus.  Here  tlien 
matter  very  sj^eedily  forms,  and  gives  rise  to  a  swelling  which  oc- 
cupies the  whole  jjoslerior  jiart  of  the  i)elvis,  bulging  out  into  it, 
just  as  an  ovarian  tumor  is  aj)t  to  do  wlien  seated  in  the  reeto- 
vaginal  poucli,  but  more  elongated  in  form,  less  globular,  and 
wliilc  generally  tense,  yielding  usually  at  one  spot,  percei)til)le 
through  the  vagina  or  through  the  rectum,  a  peculiar  boggy  sen- 
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pation,  suggestive  of  a  thinning  of  its  covering  having  taken  place 
there,  and  of  matter  being  likelj^to  escape  in  that  situation.  The 
OS  uteri,  too,  will  be  found  to  be  carried  out  of  reach  more  com- 
pletely than  it  would  be  by  an  ordinary  ovarian  cyst  of  equal  di- 
mensions, and  the  tumor  itself  to  reach  lower  down,  nearer  to  the 
orifice  of  the  vulva,  since,  it  is  not  a  mere  swelling  seated  in  the 
recto-vaginal  pouch,  but  is  formed  in  the  substance  of  the  septum 
itself,  where  the  matter  naturall}^  gravitates  lower  and  lower. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  error  which  with  moderate  care  can  be 
committed  as  to  the  nature  of  these  swellings,  except  in  the  rare 
cases  of  extravasation  of  blood  into  the  cellular  tissue  behind  the 
uterus,  uterine  hcematoeele,  as  it  has  been  called;  and  in  them  the 
tumor  very  closel}^  resembles  that  produced  by  suppuration  in  the 
same  situation.  The  suddenness  of  the  attack  of  uterine  hsema- 
tocele,  its  independence  of  delivery  or  abortion,  and  the  general 
absence  of  thickening  and  hardening  of  the  vaginal  wall  around 
the  swelling,  will,  I  should  imagine,  usually  enable  us  to  discrimi- 
nate between  them;  while  happily  there  is  no  serious  practical 
error  to  which  a  mistaken  diagnosis  would  give  occasion. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  trace  the  further  progress  of  these 
sivellings,  except  perhaps,  to  add  two  cautions:  first,  that  the  sense 
of  fluid  being  contained  within  them  is  not  infrequently  deceptive, 
so  far  at  least  that  it  would  seem  to  imply  in  many  instances  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  general  oedema  of  the  cellular  tissue,  and  not 
such  a  definite  collection  of  matter  as  could  be  evacuated  by  the 
trocar;  and,  second,  that  even  after  the  actual  evacuation-  of  pus, 
there  is  seldom  that  immediate  and  great  diminution  of  the  swelling 
which  we  might  beforehand  anticipate;  but  the  thickening  of  the 
cellular  tissue  which  remains  behind  is  not  only  considerable,  but 
is  many  months  before  it  is  entirely  removed. 

The  symptoms  of  the  disease,  even  after  it  is  fully  established, 
and  after  the  formation  of  a  distinct  tumor  has  taken  place,  are 
not  in  general  of  a  very  definite  character.  The  patient's  condition 
'^  is  one  of  weakness,  illness,  feverishness,  with  evening  exacerba- 
tions, restless  nights,  and  morning  remissions,  rather  than  one 
either  of  very  great  local  suffering  or  very  urgent  constitutional 
disturbance,  though  when  the  affection  has  lasted  very  long,  and 
is  telling  severeh'  on  the  patient's  powers,  diarrhoea  not  infrequently 
comes  on,  and  the  fever  assumes  a  marked  hectic  character.  The 
local  suiFering  varies  much,  according  to  the  part  which  is  chiefly 
affected;  the  sense  of  bearing  down  being  most  distressing  when 
the  recto-vaginal  tissue  is  involved,  and  the  frequent  need  of 
micturition  most  troublesome  when  the  tissue  between  the  uterus 
and  bladder  is  the  seat  of  inflammation.  In  all  instances,  how- 
ever, the  bladder  sympathizes  more  or  less  with  the  inflammation 
in  its  vicinity,  and  some  degree  of  dysuria  and  over-frequent 
micturition  are  symptoms  scarcely  ever  absent.  While  in  all 
cases,  be  the  exact  seat  of  the  mischief  what  it  may,  there  is  more 
or  less  pain  referred  to  the  pelvis,  more  or  less  tenderness  on 
pressure  upon  the  abdomen,  the  amount  of  severe  suffering  varies 
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very  considerably,  and  varies,  too,  without  any  very  obvious  cause. 
A  dull  pain,  a  sense  of  weight,  and  a  burning  sensation  seem  to 
be  constant,  while  very  severe  suiiering  is  often  produced  by  the 
attempt  to  stand,  or  even  to  sit  up.     Sometimes,  too,  independent 
of  any  exciting  cause,  paroxysms  of  pain  occur,  of  extreme  vio- 
lence, which  last  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  then  subside,  returning 
the  next  day,  or  sooner,  being  equally  violent,  and  passing  off 
again  of  their  own  accord.     The  severest  suflering  generally  takes 
place  before  the  presence  of  matter  in  the  swelling  has  become 
distinct,  while  afterwards,  during  the  long  period  which  often 
elapses  previous  to  the  contents  of  the  abscess  finding  an  outlet, 
though  the  constitutional  disorder  may  become  more  serious,  the 
local  pain  generally  abates.     With  the  escape  of  the  matter  the 
relief  obtained  is  usually  far  more  decided,  though  this  seldom 
occurs  in  a  sudden  gush,  so  as  to  give  instant  ease,  but  the  aperture 
of  communication  with  the  abscess  being  very  small,  the  matter  for 
the  most  part  escapes  only  in  small  quantities ;  or  being  poured  out 
into  the  rectum,  collects  there  till  a  few  ounces  have  accumulated, 
and  are  expelled  daring  some  effort  at  defecation ;  while  for  days 
or  weeks  afterwards  pus  is  intermingled  with  the  feeces,  or  a  small 
discharge  of  it  precedes  their  passage.     In  cases  where  the  cellular 
tissue  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament  is  the  seat  of  the 
inflammation,  as  well  as  in  those  where  the  tissue  behind  the  uterus 
is  afi'ected,  the  escape  of  the  matter  generally  takes  place  through 
the  rectum  ;  very  rarely  indeed  through  the  vagina.     The  aperture 
of  communication  with  the  bowels  is  usually  low  down,  though 
above  the  internal  sphincter,  and  though  commonly  too  minute  to 
be  detected,  its  situation  may  be  guessed  with  tolerable  accuracy, 
as  the  finger  discovers  some  spot  in  the  swelling  where  its  parietes 
are  soft  and  yielding.     Once  an  iliac  abscess  on  the  left  side,  in 
which  fluctuation  was  distinctly  perceptible,  while  the  redness  of 
the  abdominal  integuments,  and  their  firm  connection  with  the 
swelling,  led  one  to  expect  that  it  would  discharge  itself  externall^y, 
burst  into  the  intestine,  and  the  communication  was  free  enough 
to  allow  of  the  entrance  of  air  into  tfie  sac  of  the  abscess,  in  which 
situation  crepitation  continued  for  days  to  be  distinctly  felt.     In 
the  meantime  suppuration  went  on  in  the  tissue  beneath  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  and  a  distinct  abscess  formed  there,  which  was 
afterwards  evacuated  by  the  knife.     Twice  also  I  saw  an  abscess 
discharge  itself- through  the  bladder,  though  this  occurrence  was 
not  final  in  either  case;  for  in  the  one  an  abscess  formed  exter- 
nally, and  in  the  other  it  burst  likewise  into  the  intestinal  canal, 
and  the  patient  sufiered  for  several  weeks  from  diarrhoea,  with 
discharge  of  pus  per  anuni.     In  these  cases,  however,  and  also  in 
others  in  which  after  an  abscess  has  pointed  or  has  actually  burst 
in  one  situation,  matter  afterwards  makes  its  escape  in  another,  it 
is,  I  thirdc,  very  doubtful  whetlier  both  discharges  took  ])lace  from 
the  same  source,  or  whether  there  have  not  been  two  distinct  ab- 
Bccsses  [)erfe(;tly  independent  of  each  other,  and  one  anterior  to 
the  other  in  the  date  of  its  formation.     The  disposition  of  this 
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affection  not  simply  to  extend  by  direct  continuity  of  tissue,  but 
also  to  attack  similar  structures  even  when  not  immediately  con- 
nected, is  a  feature  of  the  complaint  to  which  reference  has  already 
been  made,  and  one  which  adds  much  to  its  gravity,  and  imposes 
on  us  the  necessity  of  watching  our  patients  most  sedulously  for 
a  long  time  after  they  have  seemed  to  be  fairly  in  the  way  to  con- 
valescence. 

The  gradual  progress  of  the  patient  towards  recovery  during  the 
continuance  of  discharge  from  the  abscess,  and  the  slow  processes 
by  which  the  thickening  and  induration  of  the  affected  parts  are 
by  degrees  removed,  are  unattended  by  symptoms  calling  for  special 
description.  Their  history  is  one  of  a  convalescence  as  irksomely 
slow  in  some  instances,  as  in  other  cases  where  the  mischief  having 
been  seen  and  understood,  and  appropriate  treatment  having  been 
earl}^  adopted,  it  is  surprisingly  rapid.  The  disposition  to  relapse, 
too,  to  the  reproduction  of  fresh  mischief  in  its  old  seat,  or  to  the 
kindling  of  inflammation  in  some  part  previously  unaffected,  is 
never  to  be  lost  sight  of,  both  as  governing  our  prognosis  and  as 
regulating  our  treatment. 


LECTURE   XXIII. 

DISEASES  OE  PAETS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  UTEKtJS— INFLAM- 
MATION  AND  ITS  EESULTS,  AND  KINDEED  PEOCESSES. 

Inflammation  of  Uterine  Appendages  :  of  the  Cellular  Tissue. 
Exceptional  cases,  consequent  on  peritonitis  without  sjDecial  uterine  disorder  ;  ini' 

portant,  but  apt  to  be  overlooked. 
Treatment  in  recent  stage,  care  during  convalescence.     In  chronic  stage ;  question 

of  puncture,  delay  generally  advisable;  treatment  of  sequelae. 
Hemorrhage  about  Uterus,  or  Uterine  Hematocele.     Seat  and  causes  of 

extravasation  of  blood.     Symptoms  and  course,  changes  in  the  effused  blood.; 

cases  in  illustration.    Diagnosis ;  from  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  from  retrover,- 

sion  of  the  uterus,  from  pelvic  abscess,  from  ovarian  tumor,  and  from  fibrous 

tumor  of  the  uterus.     Prognosis  and  causes  of  death. 
Treatment ;  comparative  merits  of  interference  and  expectancy. 

In  all  the  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  uterus  which  engaged  our  attention  in  the  last 
lecture,  the  disease  was  spoken  of  as  succeeding  to  delivery  or 
miscarriage.  In  such  cases  the  disorder  of  the  puerperal  processes 
by  which  it  is  accompanied  usually  gives  to  the  attentive  observer 
early  notice  of  its  occurrence.  The  affection  may,  however,  come  on 
quite  independently  of  puerperal  causes^  and  may  sometimes,  though 
I  believe  rarely,  be  wholly  unconnected  with  any  previous  disorder 
of  the  uterus,  or  with  any  previous  disturbance  of  its  functions. 

In  cases  of  this  last  description,  the  local  ailment  seems  usually 
to  develop  itself  out  of  the  symptoms  of  a  general  peritonitis  of 
no  very  great  severity,  which,  though  relieved  by  treatment,  have 
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not  altogether  disappeared,  but  have  become  limited  in  extent,  and 
have  been  referred  to  the  nterus  and  the  pelvic  region,  where  a 
careful  examination  discovers  just  the  same  changes  to  have  taken 
place  as  succeed  to  inflammation  in  the  puerpei^al  state. 

A  woman  aged  thirty-nine,  married  twenty-one  years,  thrice 
pregnant,  her  youngest  child  being  eleven  years  old,  was  attacked, 
while  following  her  occupation  at  a  mangle,  by  sickness,  retching, 
and  pain  in  the  abdomen,  severest  at  its  lowest  part.  She  kept  her 
bed  for  a  week,  then  attended  at  the  out-patient  room  of  the  hospital 
for  ten  days,  during  which  time  leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men ;  and  being  afterwards  admitted  as  an  in-patient,  she  was 
further  depleted,  and  subjected  to  a  mercurial  treatment,  by  which 
her  mouth  was  made  slightly  sore.  Her  severer  symptoms  were 
relieved  by  these  means,  but  as  she  was  not  cured  she  was  trans- 
ferred to  my  care  at  the  end  of  ten  days  more,  or  just  a  month  from 
the  commencement  of  her  illness.  At  this  time  she  complained  of 
very  severe  pain  at  the  lower  part  of  her  abdomen,  extending  to  her 
back,  and  increased  in  paroxysms  that  came  on- causelessly ;  as 
well  as  of  constant  sickness  after  tal^ng  anj'  food  or  drink,  and  of 
troublesome  diarrhoea.  Her  abdomen  was  distended  and  generally 
tympanitic,  but  percussion  yielded  a  dull  sound  in  the  right  iliac 
region,  though  there  was  no  distinct  tamor  to  be  there  discovered. 
The  uterus  was  found  on  a  vaginal  examination  carried  forward, 
and  to  the  right  side,  bj  a  tumor  of  stony  hardness,  smooth  sur- 
face, and  globular  form,  extending  from  near  the  left  sacro-iliac 
synchondrosis,  pushing  the  rectum  before  it  and  to  one  side,  and 
occupying  a  great  part  of  the  pelvic  brim.  Tenesmus  and  pain 
accompanying  the  frequent  efibrts  at  defecation  were  for  a  time 
very  distressing,  but  the  appearance  of  pus  in  the  evacuations,  and 
its  occasional  discharge  by  the  bowel  unmixed  with  fseces,  "U'ere 
followed  at  the  end  of  a  week  by  much  relief.  At  the  end  of  six 
weeks  the  patient  left  the  hospital,  the  tumor  being  much  dimin- 
ished, and  the  uterus  having  returned  more  nearly  to  its  natural 
position,  though  being  still  flrml}-  fixed  in  the  pelvis,  as  indeed  it 
continued  thirteen  months  afterwards. 

In  this  case  the  opportunit^y  was  aflbrded  of  watching  the  evil 
while  still  in  progress,  but  accident  sometimes  brings  cases  before 
us  where,  though  the  mischief  already  done  is  extensive,  we  can 
gather  but  little  information  as  to  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
originated.  Inquiry  may  perhaps  elicit  a  vague  history  of  fever, 
or  of  an  illness  accompanied  I)}''  disorder  of  the  bowels,  or  by 
abdominal  pain,  but  unattended  as  far  as  the  patient  knows  by 
uterine  ailment;  and  yet  the  womb  maybe  firmly  fixed  in  the 
pelvis,  and  tliickening  of  tlie  adjacent  parts  may  phiinly  show  that 
at  some  distant  period  the  cellular  tissue  in  its  vicinity  had  been 
the  seat  of  serious  intlammation.  In  such  cases  there  is  no  reason 
for  doubting  our  patient's  veracity;  the  symptoms  of  the  slighter 
ailment  were  masked  by  those  of  thcmorc  grave  disease,  or  perhaps 
were  reall}'  l)y  no  means  urgent  in  their  chai-acter,  and  were 
regarded  as  only  the  ordinaiy  discomlorts  of  a  tedious  convales- 
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cence.  Tlie}^  are  of  great  practical  importance,  as  illustrations 
of  the  necessity  for  watching  very  carefully  the  convalescence  of 
patients  who  have  been  the  subject  of  any  illness  in  the  course 
of  which  abdominal  inflammation  may  by  possibility  occur.  The 
mischief  ma}^  perhaps  not  entirely  pass  away,  but  with  a  few  signs  to 
betray  its  existence,  may  become  limited  to  parts  within  the  pelvis. 
It  may  then  be  confi.ned  to  the  peritoneal  surface  of  the  viscera, 
matting  the  diflerent  organs  together  by  firm  adhesions,  which 
interfere  with  the  elevation  of  the  uterus  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity, 
and  thus  in  the  event  of  pregnancy  occurring  give  occasion  to  its 
premature  termination,  though  absolute  sterility  is  by  no  means 
an  infrequent  consequence  of  the  attack.  Or,  instead  of  being 
limited  to  the  peritoneum,  the  inflammation  may  chiefly  affect 
the  cellular  tissue  in  the  vicinity  of  the  uterus,  and  may  issue  in 
suppuration,  or  in  deposit  and  permanent  thickening,  which  may 
remain  long  after  the  acute  disease  is  over,  sometimes  even  after 
the  memory  of  it  has  almost  passed  away.  It  behooves  us  then  to 
bear  these  risks  in  mind,  not  to  take  the  decline  of  the  symptoms 
in  such  cases  as  a  certain  pledge  of  their  complete  disappearance ; 
but  so  long  as  there  is  any  pain  or  discomfort  referred  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  or  the  neighborhood  of  the  uterus,  to 
have  our  suspicions  alive  to  the  possible  occurrence  either  of  cir- 
cumscribed peritonitis,  or  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue 
connected  with  the  womb  or  its  appendages. 

In  considering  the  treatment  of  this  aftection,  we  must  bear  in 
mind  the  difierence  between  the  results  likely  to  be  obtained  before 
suppuration  has  taken  place  and  after  it  has  occurred.  In  the 
former  case,  a  few  days  will  suffice  for  the  complete  removal  of  all 
traces  of  disease ;  in  the  latter,  weeks  or  months  will  often  issue 
in  but  a  very  incomplete  recovery.  Whether  treated  in  its  acute 
.or  in  its  chronic  stage,  indeed,  our  prognosis  may  almost  always 
be  favorable  as  far  as  the  life  of  the  patient  is  concerned.  When 
the  disease,  however,  is  of  long  standing,  it  is  idle  to  attempt  any 
reply  to  inquiries  as  to  the  probable  duration  of  the  patient's  ill- 
ness, or  as  to  the  time  that  must  elapse  before  the  pelvic  organs 
return  to  their  previous  state,  and  to  the  regular  performance  of 
their  wonted  functions. 

It  is  not  a  heroic  plan  of  treatment,  however,  which  is  necessary 
when  we  see  the  disease  at  its  onset,  in  order  to  cut  short  its  further 
progress.  A  dozen  leeches  applied  to  whichever  iliac  region  is  the 
seat  of  pain ;  a  warm  poultice  frequently  renewed,  and  continued 
for  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours,  a  gentle  aperient,  some  mild 
febrifuge  medicine,  and  opiates  to  subdue  pain,  and  to  insure  for 
the  patient  quiet  rest  at  night,  with  a  generally  mild  and  unstim- 
ulating  diet,  are  the  simple,  and  as  I  believe,  the  fully  sufficient 
means  by  which  the  symptoms  may  be  combated.  Should  the 
pain  and  tenderness  not  be  removed  by  the  first  depletion,  half  a 
dozen  leeches  ought  to  be  reapplied  within  the  next  twenty-four 
hours ;  but  the  frequent  abstraction  of  blood  is  undesirable.  The 
tenderness  and  pain  which  sometimes  remain  even  after  blood  has 
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"been  drawn  to  as  great  an  extent  as  seems  expedient,  and  which 
are  often  accompanied  by  considerable  fulness  of  the  afiected  side, 
are  generally  much  relieved,  often  altogether  removed,  by  the 
application  of  an  ointment  composed  of  two  drachms  of  extract  of 
belladonna  and  six  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment,  which  maj  be 
thickly  spread  on  lint,  covered  with  oiled  silk,  and  renewed  every 
twenty-four  hours.  The  relief,  too,  is  obtained  quite  independ- 
ently of  the  production  of  au}^  specific  mercurial  influence  on  the 
system.  If,  in  addition  to  the  pain  at  one  or  the  other  side  of  the 
abdomen  there  should  be  difficulty  in  micturition,  or  tenesmus, 
or  bearing  down,  or  much  pelvic  pain  or  discomfort,  it  is  probable 
that  a  vaginal  examination  will  discover  the  mischief  not  to  be 
limited  to  the  uterine  appendages,  but  to  involve  the  cellular  tis- 
sue between  the  uterus  and  rectum,  or  between  that  organ  and 
the  bladder.  In  this  case  the  apphcation  of  four  or  six  leeches  to 
the  uterus  itself,  by  means  of  the  speculum,  will  often  afibrd  an 
amount  of  relief  that  would  be  vainly  sought  for  by  the  employ- 
ment of  four  times  their  number  if  put  on  externally. 

After  all  general  febrile  disturbance  has  subsided,  and  when 
nothing  remains  but  a  little  local  pain  and  tenderness,  and  per- 
haps some  stiflhess  in  the  limb  of  the  afi:ected  side,  the  application 
of  a  small  blister,  so  as  scarcely  to  vesicate,  will  often  yield  great 
relief,  and  this  may  be  repeated  two  or  three  times,  at  intervals 
of  as  many  days;  its  situation  being  varied  just  sutficiently  to  ob- 
viate the  production  of  a  troublesome  sore.  In_  many  instances, 
however,  if  the  case  is  seen  quite  at  the  outset,  tlie  symptoms  dis- 
appear at  once  after  a  single  application  of  leeches,  and  our  chief 
difiiculty  then  consists  in  persuading  our  patient  to  submit  to  those 
restrictions,  and  to  observe  those  precautions  which  may  seem  to 
her  to  be  dictated  by  our  over-carelulness  ratherthan  by  the  actual 
necessities  of  her  case.  The  avoidance  of  fluctuations  of  tempera- 
ture, and  of  premature  exertion  of  any  kind,  is  indeed^  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance  during  the  whole  period  of  con- 
valescence. So  long  as  there  are  any  considerable  remains  of 
pain,  or  as  there  is  much  tenderness  on  pressure  in  the  iliac  re- 
gion, or  over  the  pubes,  it  is  unsafe  for  the  patient  to  leave  her 
bed,  or  even  to  move  much  from  the  recumbent  posture ;  for  there 
is  risk,  not  simply  of  a  very  slight  cause  producing  an  exacerba- 
tion of  the  inflammation  at  its  original  seat,  but  also,  as  has  been 
already  explained,  of  miscbicf  attacking  the  opposite  side.  Now 
and  then,  too,  phlegmasia  dolcns  has  come  on  under  my  observa- 
tion in  cases  where  all  active  symptoms  luid  already  passed  away, 
and  where  no  special  cause  could  be  assigned  for  its  occurrence. 
Even  after  complete  recovery,  the  return  of  menstruation,  or  even 
of  the  period  at  which  the  menses  ought  to  occur,  calls  for  fresh 
soliciliide,  and  any  recurrence  of  pain,  or  even  of  uneasiness,  any 
rekiiKlling  of  febrile  disturbance,  must  be  at  once  met  by  a  re])eti- 
tion  of  local  bleeding,  and  a  renewal  of  former  precautions  and 
former  treatment. 

Unfortunately,  in  (he  great  majority  of  cases,  the  evil,  belbre  it 
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attracts  attention,  or  receives  appropriate  treatment,  Las  advanced 
further,  and  there  is  not  merely  a  general  sense  of  fulness  at  one 
side  of  the  abdomen  where  the  patient  complains  of  pain,  but  a 
distinct  tumor  is  already  perceptible  on  external  or  internal  ex- 
amination. In  these  circumstances  a  speedy  recovery  can  no 
longer  be  anticipated,  but  something  may  still  be  done  to  prevent 
any  abundant  formation  of  matter,  to  favor  the  absorption  of  the 
sero-purulent  fluid  already  poured  out,  and  to  bring  about  the 
resolution  of  the  tumor.  The  application  of  leeches  is  as  appro- 
priate here  as  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  complaint,  though,  as  it 
^Yill  probably  be  expedient  to  repeat  them  several  times,  it  is  sel- 
dom desirable  to  apply  more  than  six  or  eight  at  once.  The 
"warmth  of  the  poultice  is  as  grateful  as  at  the  outset  of  the  aflec- 
tion,  while,  if  the  pain  is  very  severe,  the  use  of  laudanum  instead 
of  water  in  mixing  it  will  render  it  a  very  powerful  local  sedative, 
and  its  employment  need  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  use  of  the 
belladonna  and  mercurial  ointment  of  which  I  spoke  just  now.  I 
am  not,  however,  accustomed,  in  cases  which  have  already  ad- 
vanced to  the  formation  of  a  definite  tumor,  to  rely  exclusively 
on  the  effects  of  depletion  and  of  general  hygienic  measures,  but 
usually  give  small  doses  of  some  mild  mercurial  preparation,  and 
continue  their  use  sufficiently  long  to  produce  slight  soreness  of 
the  mouth.  A  five-grain  pill,  composed  of  equal  parts  of  Dover's 
powder  and  gray  powder,  given  twice  a  day,  usually  has  this  effect 
in  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  thus  employed  it  seems  to  have  the 
twofold  result  of  preventing  tlie  extension  of  mischief  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  promoting  the  absorption  of  the  products  of  infiam- 
mation  on  the  other.  If  the  symptoms  are  urgent,  I  sometimes 
gi\e  the  pill  every  six  hours,  but  am  not  in  the  practice  of  giving 
calomel,  nor  even  of  persevering  with  the  more  frequent  doses  of 
gray  powder,  if  they  should  appear  to  irritate  the  bowels.  As  in 
most  local  inflammations,  the  night  is  usually  the  time  of  the 
greatest  suffering,  and  an  anodyne  is  generally  needed  towards 
evening ;  camphor  in  five-grain  doses  being  a  very  useful  addi- 
tion to  any  opiate  which  may  be  employed. 

It  is  seldom  that  any  rigorously  antiphlogistic  plan  is  suitable 
in  this  stage  of  the  affection.  Good  beef-tea  is  indispensable,  wine 
and  tonics  are  generally  needed  ;  I  think  I  may  say  always  when 
any  even  vague  sense  of  fluctuation  shows  that  matter  in  some 
considerable  quantity  is  already  present.  A  disposition  to  irrita- 
bility of  the  bowels  frequently  contraindicates  the  use  of  quinine, 
and  I  therefore  generally  prefer  the  liquor  cinchonte,  as  being  free 
from  any  of  those  objections  which  may  be  alleged  against  most 
other  preparations  of  bark. 

Slowly,  almost  imperceptibly,  in  proportion  as  the  symptoms  of 
constitutional  disorder  abate,  the  swelling  itself  in  some  instances 
diminishes  in  size,  till  at  length  an  indistinct  thickening  is  all  that 
is  left  behind.  But  still  this  is  a  more  favorable  issue  than  we 
often  meet  with,  or  than  we  can  ever  venture  to  count  upon,  where 
a  distinct  tumor  has  formed.     Often,  though  some  abatement  of 
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the  general  S3'mptoms  takes  place,  tlie  tumor  enlarges,  becomes 
tenser,  and  feels  more  elastic  ;  a  vague  sense  of  deepseated  fluc- 
tuation is  communicated  to  the  finger,  and  may  continue  for  weeks 
without  growing  more  perceptible,  till  at  length  the  abscess  begins 
to  discharge  itself  through  one  or  other  of  the  channels  which  were 
described'in  the  last  Lecture^  The  question  now  naturally  sug- 
gests itself,  whether,  when  suppuration  has  once  occurred,  we 
cannot  expedite  the  escape  of  the  matter,  and  thereby  hasten  the 
recovery  of  the  patient  ?  I  believe  that  as  a  general  rule  it  is  safer 
to  leave  the  emptying  of  the  abscess  entirely  to  nature,  rather  than 
to  attempt  the  evacuation  of  its  contents  by  puncture;  those  cases 
always  excepted  in  which  the  inflammation  has  attacked  the  cellu- 
lar ti'ssue  external  to  the  peritoneum,  where  the  abscess  conse- 
quently points  in  the  abdominal  wall.^  In  those  cases  the  very 
tardy  advance  of  the  matter  towards  the  surface  may  sometimes  be 
accelerated  by  the  application  of  a  blister ;  for  even  here  it  is  not 
expedient  to  make  an  incision  so  long  as  any  considerable  thick- 
ness of  parts  intervenes.  In  the  far  more  frequent  instances  in 
which  the  seat  of  the  mischief  is  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  the  pus 
tends  to  escape  either  per  vaginam  or  per  rectum,  and  the  attempt 
to  anticipate  by  puncture  the  exact  course  which'  it  may  take  is 
very  frec|uently  unsuccessful,  and  not  always  safe  ;  while  the 
danger  of  the  rupture  of  the  purulent  collection  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  is  by  no  means  so  done  away  with  by  the  existence  of  a 
counter-opening  as  might  be  supposed ;  and  my  own  observation 
of  the  occurrence  of  this  accident,  where  a  free  communication 
existed  with  the  vagina,  is  far  from  being  a  solitar}-  case.  The 
natural  relation  of  parts  is  much  changed  by  the  eflects  of  the  in- 
flammation ;  the  swelling  and  tension  of  the  vag^inal  walls  extend 
far  beyond  the  limits  which  circumscribe  any  actual  collection  of 
matter,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  trocar  may  be  merely  thrust 
through  hardened  textures,  and  though  passing  very  near  to  the 
coUecdon  of  matter,  may  entirely  fail  to  enter  it.  The  extent  and 
relations  of  the  tumor  can  be  most  accurately  determined,  and 
puncture  can  consequently  be  most  safely  performed,  when  the 
cellular  tissue  between  the  vagina  and  rectum  has  been  the  seat  of 
the  inflammation ;  and  a  Pouteau's  trocar  introduced  by  the  vagina 
will  generally  reach  the  matter,  if  the  indications  of  its  presence 
have'been  distinct.     In  one  case,  where  inflammation  of  the  coUu- 

1  There  arc  few  points  of  practice  concerning  which  there  is  so  gonoral  an 
agreement  as  this  of  the  inexpediency  of  early  puncture  of  these  collections  of 
matter.  Bernutz,  op.  cU.,  p.  434-6,  accepts  the  jirinciple;  Aran,  op.  clt.,  p.  740, 
in>ist.<  on  it  more  strongly,  and  observes,  "  There  is  no  evidence  of  the  possibility 
of  jii-eventing,  by  the  aiiiflcial  opening  of  these  jnirulent  collections,  the  formation 
of  spontaneous  openings  in  other  situations,  and  especially  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  There  are,  on  the  contrary,  many  observations  on  record  of  the  occurrence 
of  these  jxTforations,  sometimes  on  the  very  day,  sometimes  several  days  after  the 
puncture  of  the  ab.^cess."  Beequerel,  Trai'/i-  i/r.s  Malai/ics  de  tTfcnis,  8vo.,  Paris, 
IH.y),  vol  i,  ]).  404,  expresses  the  same  opininn  still  more  dtridediy,  and  lays  down 
the  rule  that  "the  abscess  is  never  to  be  opened,  even  though  its  ai)|>ari'nt  pnintiiig 
in  one  situation  should  seem  to  invite  interference." 
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lar  tissue  between  the  uterus  and  bladder  had  issued  in  suppura- 
tion, the  escape  of  ten  ounces  of  pus  on  puncture  being  made 
proved  the  expediency  of  the  interference.  In  a  few  days,  how- 
ever, the  vaginal  tumor  had  reacquired  almost  its  former  size ;  the 
puncture  was  repeated,  but  no  pus  followed,  for  the  trocar  had  at 
once  entered  the  bladder  through  the  firm  and  oedematous  vaginal 
wall ;  an  accident  which  fortunately  was  not  followed  by  any  bad 
consequences.  The  previous  introduction  of  a  silver  catheter  into 
the  bladder  in  the  one  case,  and  examination  made  simultaneously 
with  one  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  other  in  the  vagina  in  the 
other  case,  will  suffice  to  prevent  a  mistake  which  otherwise  is 
more  easily  committed  than  might  be  supposed  possible. 

The  management  of  the  patient  after  the  discharge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  abscess  calls  for  no  special  rules.  The  chief  difference 
indeed  between  those  cases  in  which  the  discharge  of  pus  takes 
place,  and  those  in  which  it  is  either  not  secreted  or  is  absorbed, 
consists  in  the  greater  degree  of  debility  to  which  in  the  former 
circumstances  the  patient  is  reduced ;  a  debility  w^hich  is  often 
extreme  if  the  suppuration  has  been  extensive,  or  if  the  discharge 
of  pus  is  of  long  continuance.  Even  then,  however,  and  in  spite 
of  well-marked  hectic  fever,  and  of  sweats  alternating  with  colli- 
quative diarrhoea,  by  which,  and  by  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
continued  suffering,  life  seems  sometimes  to  be  seriously  threat- 
ened, the  disease  terminated  fatally  only  in  three  out  of  the  fifty- 
nine  patients  on  whom  these  remarks  are  founded. 

With  reference  to  the  thickening  left  behind  after  the  cessation 
of  all  active  inflammation,  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  do  much 
more  than  trust  to  time  for  its  gradual,  often  indeed  for  its  partial 
removal.  Blisters,  indeed,  occasionally  applied  in  the  iliac  region 
do  something  to  relieve  the  pain  and  uncomfortable  sensations 
which  may  long  outlast  the  other  symptoms ;  and  they  may,  per- 
haps, somewhat  accelerate  the  removal  of  thickening  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  broad  ligament.  I  have  little  fiiith,  however,  in  the 
external  application  of  iodine,  or  in  its  introduction  as  an  ointment 
into  the  vagina;  nor  do  I  think  that  the  subjecting  a  patient  to  a 
course  of  mercurial  remedies,  or  of  preparations  of  iodine,  is  likely 
to  efiect  any  local  good  at  all  equivalent  to  the  impairment  of  the 
constitutional  powers  which  such  remedies  can  scarcely  fail  to 
produce. 

Within  the  past  fifteen  years  attention  has  been  called,  chiefly 
by  French  writers/  to  cases  in  which  tumors  have  been  formed  by 

'  Cases  of  pelvic  tumor,  giving  issue  not  to  matter  but  to  more  or  less  altered 
blood,  are  scattered  here  and  tbere  through  our  medical  records,  and  some  of  them 
may  be  found  referred  to  by  M.  Huguier,  in  a  lecture  on  uterine  haBuiatocele,  which 
he  gave  before  the  Surgical  Society  of  Paris,  on  May  28,  1851..  As  early  as  1843, 
M.  Velpeau,  at  p.  125  of  his  Recharches  sur  les  Cavites  Closes,  gave  an  account  of 
an  instance  in  which  he  evacuated  the  sanguineous  contents  of  one  of  these  swell- 
ings, and  afterwards  injected  a  solution  of  iodine  into  its  cavity.  He  seems,  too, 
to  have  entertained  a  correct  idea  as  to  the  nature  of  the  affection  ;  but  the  mistake 
into  which  M.  Malgaigne  fell  in  the  year  1850,  who,  thinking  to  enucleate  a  fibrous 
tumor  of  the  posterior  uterine  wall,  opened  one  of  these  collections  of  blood  behind 
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the  effusion  of  blood  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  uterus.  The 
name  of  uterine,  retro-uterine,  or  .peri-uterine  hcematoeele  has  been 
employed  to  designate  these  effusions  which  take  place  usually 
into  the  cul-de-sac  between  the  uterus  and  rectum,  and  are  gener- 
ally consequent  on  some  disorder  of  the  menstrual  function,  often 
on  its  temporary  suppression. 

The  source  and  seat  of  the  hemorrhage  in  these  cases  have  been 
a  subject  of  much  difference  of  opinion,  and  while  some  writers 

the  womb  (an  opei-ation  which  was  followed  by  fatal  hemorrhage),  shows  that  the 
subject,  even  down  to  this  time,  had  attracted  verj^  little  attention. 

In  the  year  1851  M.  Nelaton  gave  some  lectures  on  the  subject  of  uterine,  or,  as 
he  termed  it  from  its  usual  situation,  retro-uterine  hcematoeele,  which  were  published 
in  tbe  Gazette  des  Hopitaiix,  Dec.  11  and  13,  1851.  In  them  be  refers  to  15  cases, 
— namely,  6  of  his  own,  2  reported  by  Bourdon  as  occurring  in  the  practice  of  M. 
Eecamier,  1  reported  by  M.  Laugier,  in  vol.  v  of  the  Dictionnaire  en  30  volumes,  2 
cases  which  Nelaton  saw  in  the  practice  of  M.  Beau,  1,  j\Ialgaigne's  unfortunate 
case,  1  of  M.  Dufraigne,  1  of  M.  Latis,  1  of  M.  Huguier.  He  has  since  recorded 
another  case  in  the  Moniteur  des  Hopitaux,  August  23,  1856,  and  has  made  addi- 
tional remarks  on  the  affection  in  the  Gazette  des  Eojntaux,  1855,  No.  23,  in  which 
he  advocates  an  expectant  mode  of  treatment.  Other  cases  are  recorded  by  M. 
Gallard,  Union  Medicale,  1855,  and  Gazette  Hebdomadaire,  Oct.  9, 1857  ;  Laborderie, 
Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  1854,  No.  149  :  Bernutz,  Archives  de  Medecine,  June,  1848,  p. 
133  ;  Piogey,  Bidl.  de  la  Societe  Anatomique,  1850,  p.  91 ;  Robert,  Bull  de  la  Socieie 
de  Chirurgie,  May  22,  1851,  p.  136,  and  Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  May  5,  1855,  p.  204 ; 
Follin,  Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  1855,  June  5,  p.  260 ;  Laborderie,  ibid.,  1854,  No.  149  ; 
Monod,  B-idl..  de  la  Societe  de  Chirurgie,  June  4,  1851,  p-  154;  and  Marotte,  ibid., 
p.  152  ;  and  Engelhard,  Archives  de  Medecine,  June  1857.  There  is  besides  much 
valuable  information  to  be  gathered  from  the  discussion  on  the  subject  which  took 
place  in  the  Societe  de  Chirurgie,  May  14,  21,  and  June  4,  1851,  and  which  is  re- 
ported at  pp.  132,  154  and  151  of  the  Bulletin,  and  in  the  inaugural  thesis  of  M. 
Vigues,  Des  Tumeurs  Sanguines  de  V Excavation  Pelvienne  chiz  la  Femme,  4to.,  Paris, 
1850,  with  which,  however,  I  am  acquainted  only  through  an  abstract  in  Schmidt's 
Jahrbiicher.  Besides  these  communications,  all  of  which  are  of  a  directly  practical 
character,  one  of  a  theoretical  kind  Avas  addressed  by  M.  Laugier  to  the  Acadeinie 
des  Sciences,  and  is  published  at  p.  455  of  vol.  xl  of  the  Comptes  Renchis.  Its  object 
is  to  connect  the  occurrence  of  these  eflusions  with  the  escape  of  the  ovule  at  or 
about  the  menstrual  period.  These  historical  details  are  rendered  almost  super- 
fluous since  the  publication  of  the  works  of  MM.  Becquerel,  xlran,  and  Nonat,  in 
all  of  which  full  notice  is  taken  of  this  atiection.  M.  Voisin,  in  an  expansion  of 
his  inaugural  thesis,  has  published,  under  the  title  Z)e  V Hematocele  Retro-Uterine, 
8vo.,  Paris,  1860,  an  essaj^  which  embodies  to  a  great  degree  the  opinions  of  M. 
N^laton  ;  and  M.  Bernutz,  whose  claims  to  priority  in  recognition  of  this  aflection 
I  cannot,  however,  admit,  has  treated  the  subject  with  his  usual  elaborate  detail  in 
the  first  volume  of  his  work  on  Diseases  of  Women. 

In  Germany  these  eflusions  of  blood  have  been  less  carefully  studied  than  in 
France.  Scanzoni's  description  is  avowedly  drawn  from  French  sources,  and  he 
expresses  his  opinion  that  the  froquoncy  of  the  alfcction  has  been  nnich  overesti- 
mated. Some  nf)tice  of  it  is  taken  by  Cr(;de,  Monaischriftf.  GclmrtslaiiHk,  vol.  ix, 
p.  1 ;  Breshui,  ibid.,  p.  455;  Hirtzfelder,  ibid.,  vol.  x,  p.  312;  and  Hcgar,  vol.  xvii, 
p.  418,  as  well  as  by  Braun  of  Vienna,  whose  jiajier,  however,  I  know  only  indi- 
rectly. Virchow,  in  his  new  work,  DicKrankhaj'lcn  Geschwlilste,  S\o. ,  Berlin,  1863, 
has  also  studied  its  morbid  anatomj'. 

Dr.  Tilt  is  the  lirst  English  writer  who  noticed  the  atlection,  in  the  second  edi- 
tion of  his  work  on  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  261.  Since  tiien  it  has  received  due 
attiiilion  in  lliis  country  ;  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Simpson,  and  the  treatises  of  Dr. 
McClintdck  and. Dr.  Graily  Hewitt,  cnnfaining  notices  of  it;' while  the  interesting 
case  ])iibli.'-lied  by  Dr.  Madge,  in  vol.  iii  of  tlie  Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical  So- 
c.icty,  and  tin:  very  valuabl(!  paper  of  Dr.  Mallliews  Duncan  in  tiie  Edinburgh  J7t'(/t- 
c«i  ./o/</7mi,  Nov.,  1862,  iiuisl  not  l)e  i)ass('d  unnoticed,  any  more  than  the  able 
thesis  of  Dr.  Tnckwcll,  of  Oxford,  On  Effusion  of  Blood  in  the  Neighborhood  of  the 
Uierua,  8vo.,  O-xfoid,  18G3. 
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have  believed  that  the  bleeding  may  take  place  alike  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity,  or  into  the  cellnlar  tissue  around  the  uterus,  or  lining 
the  pelvis,  others  are  disposed  to.  believe  that  the  blood  invariably 
occupies  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum.  The  weight  of  evidence 
is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  latter  view,  which  is  that  taken  by 
Virchow,  as  well  as  by  Bernutz  and  Aran,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
any  post-mortem  examination  made  with  due  care  in  which  the 
seat  of  the  effusion  has  been  clearly  proved  to  be  extra-peritoneal. 
The  blood  seems  to  be  poured  out,  in  the  great  majority  of  in- 
stances, either  from  the  rupture  of  the  congested  ovary  itself,  or 
else  from  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  Fallopian  tube  of  one  or 
other  side,  whence  it  gravitates  into  the  retro-uterine  pouch,  and 
forms  there  a  distinct  tumor,  which  pushes  the  uterus  forwarcls 
and  somewhat  upwards.  A  few  cases  are  on  record  where  the 
blood  has  been  thus  poured  out  in  such  quantity  as  to  destroy  the 
patient  almost  at  once;  and  though  some  of  these  have  been  in- 
stances of  extra-uterine  foetation  and  of  the  rupture  of  the  Fallo- 
pian tube,  yet  this  explanation  does  not  hold  good  of  all ;  and 
suddenly  fatal  bleeding  from  the  uterine  appendages  into  the  peri- 
toneum must  be  admitted  as  a  possible  occurrence  in  the  unim- 
pregnated  condition.  Any  hemorrhage  so  profuse  as  at  once  to 
destroy  life  is  indeed  quite  an  exceptional  occurrence,  and  usually 
the  blood  poured  out  speedily  coagulates.  It  then  excites  inflam- 
mation around  it,  and  becomes  inclosed  within  a  sac  formed  partly 
by  the  adhesion  of  the  coils  of  intestine  to  the  uterine  appendages, 
and  to  each  other,  partly  by  false  membrane.  Within  the  sac  thus 
formed  the  same  changes  now  take  place  as  occur  in  blood  efi'used 
elsewhere.  In  the  most  favorable  cases  it  becomes  by  degrees 
absorbed,  in  others  inflammation  is  set  up  (usually  consequent  on 
some  increase  of  local  congestion,  and  fresh  outpouring  of  blood) 
in  the  cyst  wall;  pus  becomes  intermingled  with  the  blood,  and 
instead  of  absorption  of  its  contents  taking  place,  the  suppurating 
blood-cyst  empties  itself  through  the  rectum,  the  vagina,  or  un- 
happily sometimes  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

The  source  of  the  bleeding  in  the  uterine  appendages  themselves 
is  sometimes  very  obvious,  as  in  one  instance  where  both  Fallopian 
tubes  were  found  distended  with  blood,  and  a  partially  decolorized 
clot  hanging  from  the  extremity  of  one  of  them.  In  other  cases  a 
distinct  rupture  of  the  ovary  has  been  observed,  and  the  congested 
or  even  apoplectic  condition  of  its  tissue  has  left  no  doubt  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  bleeding.  In  other  instances  again,  where  a 
longer  interval  had  passed  since  the  first  occurrence  of  hemor- 
rhage, its  source  was  not  so  clear ;  but  the  grave  alterations  which 
the  uterine  appendages  presented,  or  the  absolute  impossibility , 
of  discovering  the  ovary  or  Fallopian  tube  of  one  side,  showed 
plaiiily  that  in  them  the  evil  had  originated.  Thus,  in  one  case 
where  I  made  the  post-mortem  examination  of  a  patient  in  whom 
for  a  year  symptoms  of  uterine  hrematocele  had  existed,  one  ovary 
could  not  be  discovered  even  after  the  most  careful  search,  while 
the  other,  in  addition  to  a  serous  cyst  of  the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg, 
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presented  an  extravasation  of  blood  into  its  substance  as  large  as 
a  sugared  almond.  The  bleeding  then  takes  place  from  the  ovary 
itself  or  from  the  tube  ;  and  now  and  then  perhaps  in  this  latter 
case  from  the  reflux  of  blood  to  whose  outflow  from  the  uterus 
some  impediment  existed,  though  usually  from  the  congested  lining 
of  the  tubes  themselves. 

Blood  poured  out  from  other  sources  may  indeed  collect  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  uterus,  in  obedience  to  the  mere  laws  of 
gravity,  but  it  would,  I  think,  be  an  error  to  call  such  exceptional 
occurrences  cases  of  uterine  hssmatocele.  One  theory  of  the  source 
of  these  hemorrhages  must,  however,  be  noticed,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  at  least  on  account  of  the  reputation  of  its  author.  It  is 
that  of  Yirchow,^  who  says, — "In  my  opinion  the  blood  in  these 
cases  is  usually  derived  almost  or  altogether  from  the  newly  formed 
vessels  of  false  membranes  produced  by  previous  pelvic  perito- 
nitis." Even  Virchow's  theories  ought  to  have  some  clear  evidence 
to  rest  on.  I  know  of  none  that  would  prove  pelvic  peritonitis  to 
be  an  ordinary  precursor  of  uterine  hasmatocele. 

We  learn,  then,  from  these  observations  the  existence  of  a  pre- 
viously unknown  hazard  attendant  on  disorders  of  the  sexual  sys- 
tem in  women ;  that  not  merely  may  intense  congestion  lead  to 
profuse  and  dangerous  floodings,  or  functional  disturbance  issue 
in  inflammation  of  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  uterus,  but  also  that 
vessels  may  give  wa}^,  and  hemorrhage  take  place  inwardl}^,  in 
situations  where  it  is  hard  to  discover,  and  still  harder  to  suppress. 
As  might  be  expected,  the  accident  is  one  which  takes  place  only 
during  the  period  of  sexual  vigor,^  it  having  occurred  in  79  women 
at  the  following  ages : 


Under  20  in 

4 

yeen  20  and  30  " 

51 

"   30  "  35  " 

17 

"   35  "  40  " 

6 

At  40  " 

1 

79 

Cases  have  not  at  present  been  recorded  in  sufficient  number  to 
prove  the  comparative  influence  of  marriage  and  childboaring  on 
the  production  of  the  affection.  It  seems,  however,  to  stand  but 
rarely  in  any  direct  relation  to  pregnancy  or  miscarriage;  while 
the  fact  that  it  has  sometimes  been  induced  by  sexual  excesses  is 
but  another  illustration  of  the  connection  subsisting  between  con- 
gestion of  the  pelvic  organs  and  the  outpouring  of  bktod  in  the 
ncigliljorhood  of  the  womb.  The  time  of  the  occurronco  of  such 
special  congestion  at  tlie  return  of  a  menstrual  period  is  allowed 
by  all  writers  to  furnisli  the  most  frequent  occasion  for  the  effusion 
of  blood;  and  though  there  is  an  absence  of  unanimity  as  to 
whether  habitual  menorrhagia  or  habitual  dysmenorrhea  most 

'    Dir  Kranhlinftrn  Ge.ichv>uf.<<fr.,  8vo.,  Bfi-lin.  ISC,:'.,  vol.  i,  p.  152. 
2  See  tliij  IuIjIcs  iipiM'tidr,!  t<.  Dr.  Turk  well's  tlicsi.s. 
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frequently  precedes  it,  yet  menstrual  irregularity  of  some  kind  or 
other  will  be  found  to  cliaracterize  the  history  of  the  greater  num- 
ber of  patients.  The  liability  to  menstrual  disturbance  in  the  way 
either  of  excess  or  of  defect  indicates  usually  something  wrong 
in  the  state  of  the  general  health;  and  just  as  occasional  attacks 
of  menorrhagia  may  occur  in  the  chlorotic  girl,  so  may  the  out- 
pouring of  blood  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  be  in  a  measure  due 
to  constitutional  causes.  The  profuse,  and  sometimes  CA^en  fatal 
hemorrhage,  from  the  vulva  or  into  the  peritoneum,  which  has 
been  known  to  occur  in  some  cases  of  purpura  and  of  the  erup- 
tive fevers,  is  but  an  exaggerated  illustration  of  this  fact;  and  my 
own  experience  by  no  means  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
women  iilost  liable  to  these  accidents  are  the  healthy  and  robust.^ 

Be  the  circumstances  in  which  these  hemorrhages  occur  what 
they  may,  there  is  usually  a  certain  family  likeness  among  the 
cases  that  will  enable  the  attentive  observer  to  recognize  their 
nature,  or,  at  any  rate,  will  excite  his  suspicions  with  reference 
to  it.  After  some  disorder  of  the  menstrual  function — sometimes 
after  its  temporary  suppression  from  cold,  fatigue,  or  moral  shock 
— severe  abdominal  pain  comes  on,  referred  usually  to  one  or 
other  iliac  region.  It  is  by  no  means  constant  for  the  menses  to 
remain  suppressed  after  the  occurrence  of  this  pain,  which  no 
doubt  marks  the  outpouring  of  blood  into  the  peritoneum;  but 
usually  they  continue,  though  probably  more  scantily  than  in 
health;  while  now  and  then  a  profuse  loss  of  blood  takes  place 
from  the  vagina,  in  spite  of  the  evidence  of  internal  hemorrhage. 
The  pain,  though  severe,  is  seldom  intense,  nor  is  the  shock  which 
accompanies  it  at  all  comparable  to  that  extreme  depression  which 
indicates  the  occurrence  of  intestinal  perforation,  or  the  rupture 
of  the  sac  of  an  extra-uterine  fcetation.  I  cannot  say  how  soon 
after  the  shock  and  pain  a  swelling  is  commonly  perceptible  in 
the  abdomen,  nor  what  proportion  is  borne  to  the  other  cases 
by  those  in  which  the  swelling  is  entirely  absent,  though  without 
doubt  the  latter  are  quite  the  minority.  I  have  detected  the  swell- 
ing within  48  hours  after  the  first  symptom,  as  a  vaguely  defined 
hard  lump  in  the  iliac  region,  apparently  of  the  bigness  of  the 
fist,  not  quite  even,  not  movable,  tender  on  pressure,  and  feeling 
so  similar  to  the  swelling  which  is  felt  in  cases  of  inflammation 
of  the  uterine  appendages,  that,  apart  from  its  history,  one  would 
be  likely  to  make  a  mistake  as  to  its  real  nature. 

Pain,  exacerbated  at  uncertain  intervals,  as  is  all  pain  associated 
with  uterine  ailment,  tenderness  limited  to  the  neighborhood  of 
the  painful  part,  and  general  febrile  disturbance,  though  usually 
not  very  severe,  continue  to  be  experienced,  accompanied  with 
difiicult  micturition,  with  pain  and  difiiculty  in  defecation,  and 
generally  wdth  an  increased  pain  on  moving  the  leg  of  the  affected 
side,  or  on  attempting  to  assume  the  sitting  posture.  The  febrile 
symptoms  usually  subside  of  their  own  accord,  the  pain  also  dimin- 

1  See  Bernutz,  oi^.  cit.,  vol.  i,  p.  441-460. 
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ishes,  a  seuse  of  weiglit  in  the  pelvis,  bearing  down,  diificult  mic- 
turition and  defecation  remaining  behind,  with  difficulty  and  dis- 
comfort in  walking,  and  lead  by  the  discomfort  which  they  occasion 
to  a  vaginal  examination,  and  to  the  discovery  of  the  pelvic  tumor. 

This  pelvic  tumor  differs  much  in  its  size,  situation,  and  char- 
acter; and  in  some  cases  where  the  symptoms  point  unequivocally 
to  the  existence  of  hfematocele,  no  bulging  of  the  vaginal  wall  has 
been  present.^  For  this  occasional  absence  of  the  pelvic  tumor  I 
do  not  know  how  to  account,  though  I  think  it  is  most  frequent 
when  the  effusion  has  been  extensive.  The  fact  at  any  rate  is  of 
much  importance  to  be  borne  in  mind,  in  order  to  avoid  the  errors 
in  diagnosis  which  we  should  fall  into  if  we  regarded  pelvic  tumor 
as  an  invariable  attendant  on  these  hemorrhages.  Usually,  indeed, 
the  pelvic  tumor  is  present,  and  closely  resembles  that  observed 
in  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appendages.  It  is  equally 
firm,  seems  to  be  equally  intimately  connected  with  the  uterus, 
and  has  the  same  globular  form,  differing  perhaps  chiefly  in  this, 
that  it  produces  a  greater  degree  of  displacement  of  the  womb 
than  is  observed  in  a  tumor  of  equal  size  due  to  inflammation  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  organ.  This  circumstance  is,  I  think,  readily 
explicable  by  the  rapidity  with  which  blood  is  effused,  as  com- 
pared with  the  greater  slowness  with  which  the  changes  take 
place  that  are  due  to  inflammatory  action,  and  by  which,  more- 
over, the  womb  becomes  flxed  in  its  position,  and  therefore  less 
liable  to  displacement.  The  changes  that  take  place  in  the  tumor 
do  not  seem  to  be  governed  by  any  unvarying  law.  It  often  be-~ 
comes  extremely  firm,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  removal  of  the  more 
fluid  part  of  the  blood,  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  this  change  that 
a  blood-swelling  has  occasionally  been  mistaken  for  a  fibrous 
tumor.  The  supposed  solid  tumor,  however,  will  be  observed,  if 
carefully  watched,  to  diminish  by  degrees,  and  at  length  to  dis- 
appear, leaving  behind  only  a  little  thickening  and  resistance  at 
the  roof  of  the  vagina;  and  if,  as  is  commonly  the  cfise,  a  swell- 
ing also  existed  in  the  iliac  region,  that,  too,  will  diminish  at  the 
same  rate  with  the  one  felt  per  vaginam,  or  will  even  be  removed 
with  still  greater  rapidity.  In  other  instances,  the  tumor  having 
shrunk  from  the  dimensions  which  it  presented  at  first,  will  once 
more  suddenly  increase,  such  increase  coinciding  with  a  more  or 
less  distinct  menstrual  effort,  often  with  actual  menstruation;  and 
in  a  doubtful,  case  there  is  nothing  more  characteristic  of  its  true 
nature  than  the  sudden  increase  of  the  swelling  coincidingMvith  a 
menstrual  period. 

The  gradual  absorption  of  the  blood,  and  the  disappearance  of 
the  tumor  as  the  patient  becomes  convalescent,  is  yet  only  one 
mode,  and  that  by  no  means  the  most  common,  in  which  this 

'  As  in  cnsn  1,  in  Dr.  Duncan's  |ia|n'r.  I  rcrolli'd  twd  cases  wliicli  canio  uinK'i' 
my  own  oKsfrvation,  and  wliicli  1  now  l)t'li(!VO  to  Inivc  been  cases  of  nterine  liivnialo- 
colo,  whom  Iho  aljsenco  of  any  sweliini;^  in  tlio  vau^iiui  confuseil  nie,  ami  piH^vonted 
my  forminji;  a  satisfactory  diagnonis.  J  tliink  tliat  now,  wilii  larger  exi)erienee,  I 
should  road  thorn  rightly. 
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accident  terminates.  Of  eiglit  cases  of  wMcli  I  have  preserved  a 
record,  there  was  but  one  in  which  the  tumor  was  removed  by  a 
process  of  simple  absorption ;  and  in  this  instance  the  swelling 
was  limited  to  the  right  iliac  region,  and  produced  no  bulging  of 
the  vaginal  wall.  In  two  cases  a  discharge  of  blood,  partly  fluid, 
partly  coagulated,  took  place  from  the  rectum ;  in  a  fourth,  sup- 
puration preceded  its  discharge,  and  blood-stained  pus  escaped  by 
the  rectum  ;  and  in  a  fifth,  the  sac  burst  into  the  peritoneum,  and 
the  patient  died.  In  the  three  remaining  cases  the  tumor  was 
punctured  b}^  the  vagina ;  and  in  the  last  of  them  the  ailment 
was  alread}'  chronic,  and  the  blood-cyst  had  become  an  abscess 
long  before  the  patient  came  under  my  care. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  narrate  briefly  the  particulars  of  these 
cases,  since  in  the  various  circumstances  in  which  they  supervened, 
and  in  the  varying  courses  they  ran,  they  may  serve  to  illustrate 
more  completel}'  the  history  of  this  affection.  In  all  the  cases  but 
one  the  patients  were  married  women,  of  whom  three  were  sterile; 
four  had  given  birth  to  childreh.  This  exceptional  case  was  that 
of  a  young  unmarried  woman,  aged  twenty-two,  who,  having  long 
suffered  from  attacks  of  pain  of  a  paroxysmal  character  in  the  left 
iliac  region,  was  surprised  at  the  age  of  nineteen  by  a  profuse 
discharge  of  a  dirty  reddish-brown  color  from  the  vagina,  which 
continued  in  varying  quantity  for  many  weeks,  and  was  then  suc- 
ceeded by  a  puriform  discharge,  occurring  in  gushes,  which  con- 
tinued down  to  the  time  of  her  coming  under  my  care.  A  tumor 
in  the  iliac  region,  and  another  felt  behind  the  uterus,  fixing  that 
organ  in  its  place,  were  the  evidences  of  some  bygone  inflamma- 
tion— of  an  old  pelvic  abscess,  in  short,  the  origin  of  which  in  an 
effusion  of  blood  was  rather  inferred  from  the  patient's  previous 
history  than  actually  demonstrated.  Puncture  of  the  S^bscess,  and 
the  injection  of  a  solution  of  iodine  into  its  cavity,  were  followed 
by  its  complete  cure,  and  the  patient  afterv^ards  married,  though 
she  never  became  pregnant.  The  second  case  was  likewise  one 
in  which  the  evil  terminated  in  suppuration ;  but  the  symptoms 
ran  a  more  acute  course,  and  there  was  no  re-collection  of  the 
matter  after  its  spontaneous  discharge  by  the  bowel.  The  patient 
was  a  woman  aged  thirty-four,  who,  though  married  for  fourteen 
years,  had  never  become  pregnant.  For  two  years  she  had  habit- 
ually menstruated  profusely,  and  for  two  months  the  discharge 
had  been  actually  menorrhagic.  On  the  return  of  the  third  period, 
however,  the  loss  was  extremely  scanty;  she  experienced  severe 
pain  in  the  back  and  legs,  with  tenderness  and  some  difliculty  in 
micturition.  Scanty  menstruation  had  still  been  going  on  for 
some  days  when  the  patient  came  under  my  care.  There  was 
then  a  distinct  swelling  in  the  left  iliac  region,  with  much  thick- 
ening in  the  recto-vaginal  i^ouch.  In  the  course  of  fourteen  days 
this  thickening  and  fulness  assumed  the  characters  of  a  definite 
tumor,  which  increased  in  size,  until  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  it 
burst,  and  discharged  per  rectum  a  discolored  pus,  and  a  fortnight 
after  the  patient  left  the  hospital  well.     The  patient's  previous 
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history,  the  character  of  her  symptoms,  and  the  discolored  pus 
which  escaped  from  the  bowel,  suffice,  I  think,  to  point  to  the 
origin  of  this  pelvic  abscess  in  a  previous  sanguineous  effusion 
around  the  uterus.  The  third  patient  I  saw  but  once,  though  I 
heard  of  her  subsequent  history;  and  I  refer  to  it  here  because  it 
illustrates  the  most  favorable  course  which  may  be  taken  by  these 
cases  in  their  less  severe  forms.  A  lady  who  was  between  twenty 
and  thirty  years  old,  and  had  given  birth  to  several  children, 
caught  cold  during  a  menstrual  period,  and  the  discharge,  though 
not  suppressed,  was  immediately  much  lessened  in  quantity. 
Simultaneously  with  this  diminution  of  the  menstrual  flow,  she  ex- 
perienced considerable  abdominal  pain,  aggravated  in  paroxysms; 
and  at  the  end  of  three  days  a  distinct  swelling  was  discovered  in 
her  right  iliac  region.  This  swelling,  when  I  saw  the  patient 
about  lour  days  from  the  commencement  of  her  illness,  was  above, 
but  in  the  direction  of  Poupart's  ligament,  of  about  the  size  of  the 
fist,  but  of  a  more  elongated  form,  not  movable,  tender,  but  not 
intensely  so  to  the  touch;  and  it  was  unassociated  with  uterine 
displacement,  or  with  more  than  a  vague  sense  of  fulness  at  the 
roof  of  the  vagina.  Absolute  rest,  and  an  expectant  plan  of  treat- 
ment, were  followed  by  the  complete  disappearance  of  the  swelling, 
and  by  the  patient's  restoration  to  perfect  health.  The  fourth 
case  is  of  special  interest,  on  account  of  the  development  of  the 
symptoms  out  of  the  sequelae  of  an  abortion,  not  out  of  the  dis- 
turbance of  a  menstrual  period.  The  patient,  aged  thirty-three, 
having  miscarried  at  the  sixth  week,  followed  her  occupation  as 
a  washerwoman  without  paying  any  attention  to  her  condition, 
and  tills  exertion  was  followed  by  great  increase  of  the  sanguineous 
discliarge,  which  continued  for  twelve  weeks.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  a  vaginal  examination  detected  a  tumor  behind  the  uterus, 
of  the  size  of  an  apple.  On  being  punctured  it  gave  issue  to  a 
reddish-brown  discharge,  the  continuance  of  which  for  three  weeks 
was  followed  by  the  complete  disappearance  of  the  swelling.  In 
the  fifth  patient,  aged  twenty-four,  who  for  five  years  had  lived  in 
sterile  marriage,  the  symptoms  gradually  developed  themselves 
during  the  persistence  for  two  months  of  a  discharge  supposed  to 
be  menstrual.  Here,  too,  a  tumor  behind  the  womb  gave  issue 
when  punctured  to  a  black  offensive  discharge,  which  evidently 
consisted  of  decomposcdblood ;  and  the  patient,  having  surmounted 
an  attack  of  peritonitis,  perfectly  recovered.  The  sixth  case  so 
well  illustrates  .the  symptoms  and  the  dangers  of  the  affection, 
that  it  seems  to  me  deserving  of  relation  somewhat  in  detail. 

A  tall,  stout,  and  tolerably  healthy-looking  woman,  twenty-five 
years  old,  who  had  been  married  for  .seven  years,  had  been  preg- 
nant four  times,  and  had  given  bii'th  to  three  living  children,  of 
whom  the  youngest  was  twelve  months  old,  was  admitted  into  St. 
Bartliolornew's  llospital  on  February  22d,  1851.  Her  general 
health  had  been  good,  her  labors  had  been  natural,  and  after  all  of 
them  she  had  meiiHtruated  regularly  during  the  whole  })eri()d  of 
lactation.     After  her  third  labor  matters  went  on  as  usual  until 
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Cliristmas,  wlien  she  menstruated  naturally,  but  ever  since  that 
time  a  sanguineous  discharge,  neither  verjprofuse  nor  intermingled 
with  coagula,  had  been  constantly  present.  For  a  month  she  had 
pain  of  a  bearing-down  character,  aggravated  by  exertion,  but  not 
notably  relieved  by  rest,  nor  by  any  particular  position ;  and  she 
had  also  for  the  same  time  suffered  from  occasional  fainting  fits. 
Micturition  was  frequent  and  painful,  and  her  urine  was  reported 
to  be  both  scanty  and  high-colored.  A  medical  man  whom  she 
had  consulted  told  her  that  "her  womb  was  down." 

The  abdomen  was  large  and  somewhat  tense,  its  enlargement 
being  due  to  the  presence  of  a  tumor,  the  surface  of  which  was 
slightly  uneven,  occupying  the  whole  of  the  left  side,  extending 
three  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  reaching  about  two  inches  across 
the  mesial  line,  though  gradually  sloping  downwards,  so  that  on 
the  right  side  its  upper  margin  was  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the 
umbilicus.  The  tumor  was  firm,  non-fluctuating,  very  tender  to 
the  touch,  especially  in  the  left  iliac  region. 

The  finger  on  being  introduced  into  the  vagina  came  almost 
immediately  on  a  somewhat  firm,  elastic  tumor,  of  an  oval  shape, 
of  about  the  thickness  of  the  wrist,  and  which  had  pushed  before 
it^the  posterior  vaginal  wall.  This  tumor  seemed  to  pass  over 
into  the  substance  of  the  uterus  about  half  an  inch  behind  its 
orifice,  the  whole  organ  being  so  misplaced  that  the  os  uteri  was 
felt  lying  horizontally  immediately  behind  the  symphysis  pubis. 
The  finger  passed  up  in  the  front  and  right  side  of  the  pelvis 
without  encountering  any  resistance ;  but  at  the  left  side  and 
posterior  part  of  the  pelvis  a  firm  tumor  was  felt  apparently  con- 
tinuous with  that  immediatel}'  behind  the  uterus.  The  vessels  of 
the  tumor  pulsated  very  forcibly. 

About  three  ounces  of  a  bloody  fluid  were  drawn  off  on  the 
tumor  being  punctured  with  a  grooved  needle  through  the  vagina. 
The  microscope  discovered  nothing  but  blood  corpuscles  in  the 
fluid,  and  with  the  view  of  emptying  the  tumor  if  possible,  and 
of  thereby  relieving  the  painful  pressure  on  the  rectum,  which 
occasioned  much  distress,  a  Pouteau's  trocar  and  canula  were  in- 
troduced, but  only  about  four  ounces  of  fluid  of  the  same  character 
as  before  were  let  out.  The  tumor  was  not  thereby  much  dimin- 
ished in  size,  nor  was  the  patient's  discomfort  much  alleviated. 
On  February  27th  no  fresh  interference  having  been  resorted  to, 
she  was  seized  with  peritonitis,  during  the  course  of  which  there 
was  manifest  increase  of  the  tumor,  which  extended  more  towards 
the  right  side  of  her  abdomen.  By  the  3d  of  March  all  active 
symptoms  were  subdued,  and  on  that  day  the  patient  passed  two 
copious  evacuations,  which  were  perfectly  black,  and  apparently 
consisted  entirely  of  altered  blood.  The  same  afternoon,  too,  she 
experienced  a  sensation  as  of  something  giving  away  internally, 
and  this  was  immediately  followed  by  an  abundant  gush  from  the 
vagina  of  very  fetid  fluid,  resembling  coffee-grounds  in  appear- 
ance. This  fluid  flowed  at  first  very  abundantly,  afterwards  more 
scantily  till  morning,  when  it  ceased,  though  another  gush  of  it 
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took  place  on  the  following  day,  and  afterwards  recniTed  occasion- 
ally for  several  days,  acquiring  by  degrees  a  lighter  color,  and  be- 
ing at  last  a  dirty  sero-pnrulent  matter.  Very  slowly  the  patient's 
general  health  improved,  while  at  the  same  time  her  abdomen 
diminished  in  size,  and  having  measured  forty-six  inches  on  her 
admission,  had  shrunk  to  forty  inches  on  March  24th.  The  tumor 
in  the  left  hypogastric  region  at  the  same  time  manifestly  dimin- 
ished in  size  and  became  more  mesial  in  its  position  ;  and  on  April 
5th  the  uterus  had  nearly  regained  its  natural  situation;  there  was 
no  longer  any  distinct  tumor  behind  it,  but  a  hard,  eemicartilagi- 
nous  thickening,  ill-defined  as  to  its  extent  and  relations.  On 
April  17th  all  discharge  from  the  vagina  finally  ceased,  and  on 
May  5th  all  trace  of  abdominal  tumor  had  completel}'  disappeared, 
the  position  of  the  uteras  was  quite  natural,  the  thickening  behind 
it  was  much  lessened.  A  year  afterwards  I  again  saw  the  woman ; 
she  was  in  perfect  health,  menstruating  regularly ;  there  was  no 
trace  of  abdominal  tumor,  the  uterus  was  perfectly  movable,  and 
there  was  scarcely  any  thickening  to  be  felt  behind  it,  or  to  its 
left  side. 

The  seventh  case  is  important,  as  well  on  other  accounts  as 
because  the  extreme  firmness  of  the  vaginal  swelling  raised  the 
suspicion,  more  than  once  during  the  patient's  illness,  that  it  was 
due  to  a  fibrous  tumor-  connected  with  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
uterus.  The  patient  was  twenty-six  years  old,  and  had  given 
birth  to  three  children  during  seven  years  of  married  life.  Four 
months  before  she  came  under  my  notice  she.was  attacked  during 
a  menstrual  period  by  pain  in  the  abdomen  accompanied  by  expul- 
sive eftbrts  of  such  severity  that  her  medical  attendant  thought 
her  about  to  miscarry.  The  pain  by  degrees  subsided,  and  the 
menstrual  flow  was  neither  increased  nor  lessened  ;  and  the  two 
succeeding  periods  were  punctual  in  their  return,  though  accom- 
panied by  an  unusual  amount  of  pain.  Her  third  period  was  post- 
poned for  nearly  three  weeks,  and  for  two  days  before  the  dis- 
charge appeared  the  patient  suftered  pain  similar  to  that  which 
she  had  before  experienced,  but  more  severe.  The  menses  were 
on  this  occasion  unusually  scanty.  Their  flow  was  accompanied 
by  an  increase  of  pain,  by  sickness,  and  by  so  much  dilHeulty  in 
micturition,  that  it  was  necessary  on  more  than  one  occasion,  to 
have  the  catheter  passed ;  and  defecation  also  was  attended  b}^ 
an  increase  of  suflering.  It  was  on  the  sixth  day  from  the  com- 
mencement of  these  symptoms  that  the  patient  came  under  my 
notice.  The  uterus  was  then  carried  forwards  and  to  the  riglit 
side  l)y  a  swelling  which  occuj^ied  two-thirds  of  the  posterior  and 
left  side  of  the  pelvic  cavity.  Tlie  tumor  was  firm  but  elastic  ;  its 
8ui-facc  was  smooth,  its  vessels  did  not  pulsate,  and  there  was  no 
increaised  heat  of  the  vagina.  It  was  not  until  a  week  later  that 
an  abdominal  swelling  was  detected,  though  it  had  been  previ- 
ously sought  for;  but  possibly  the  intense  abdominal  tenderness 
interfered  with  that  minute  examination  whieh  was  praetifal)le  so 
soon  as  it  had  subsided.     This  sweHin<r  was  situated  in  the  leit 
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iliac  region  ;  it  reached  for  about  three  fingers'  breadth  above 
Poupart's  ligament,  and  from  the  pubis  to  the  iliac  spine;  but  its 
outline  was  indistinct.  For  the  next  fourteen  days  this  abdomi- 
nal swelling  increased  to  nearly  double  its  former  size,  and  at  the 
same  time  its  upper  border  became  much  more  distinct,  but  no 
change  took  place  in  the  pelvic  tumor  other  than  that  the  elas- 
ticity which  at  first  it  had  so  distinctly  presented  became  much 
less  marked.  Without  any  discharge  having  taken  place,  the 
abdominal  tumor  now  began  to  lessen ;  the  uterine  lips  and  cer- 
vix, which,  on  the  patient's  admission  into  the  hospital,  were  full 
and  pufty,  lost  these  characters  completely,  while  the  hardness  of 
the  tumor  gave  it  a  most  deceptive  resemblance  to  a  fibrous  tumor. 
A  week  atterwards,  exactly  thirty  days  from  the  patient's  admis- 
sion into  the  hospital,  and  thirty-six  from  the  commencement  of 
the  attack,  a  discharge  of  blood  took  place  from  the  rectum,  partly 
fluid,  partly  in  clots  ;  and  this  recurred  more  than  once.  The  ab- 
dominal tumor  was  found  three  days  afterwards  to  have  much 
diminished,  and  that  in  the  pelvis  to  have  altogether  disappeared, 
the  uterus  having  nearly  resumed  its  natural  position.  Fourteen 
days  later  the  patient  left  the  hospital,  a  vague  induration  about 
Poupart's  ligament  indicating  the  former  seat  of  the  abdominal 
tumor,  and  a  little  thickening  about  the  roof  of  the  vagina  and  in 
the  course  of  the  broad  ligament,  interfering  somewhat  with  the 
free  mobility  of  the  uteras. 

The  eighth  and  last  case  was  one  which  I  saw  at  intervals  only 
with  Dr.  Kirby,  of  Gordon  Square,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
many  particulars  of  her  history.  The  patient  was  a  lady  thirty- 
two  years  old,  who  had  been  married  nine  years,  had  given  birth 
to  one  child  between  seven  and  eight  years  before  I  saw  her,  but 
had  never  afterwards  been  pregnant.  Her  labor  was  followed  for 
some  time  by  irregular  and  excessive  menstruation,  which  was  at 
length  sviddenly  checked  b}^  treatment.  For  several  years  after- 
wards menstruation  became  scanty,  postponing,  often  absent  alto- 
gether, and  always  associated  with  much  pain  and  sickness.  ISTot 
infrequently,  too,  the  constitutional  disorder  continued  unaccom- 
panied by  menstruation,  and  at  last  relieved  by  vomiting  of  blood. 
Gradually  the  more  urgent  symptoms  subsided,  but  for  some  two 
or  three  years  before  the  commencement  of  her  fatal  illness,  she 
had  much  dysmenorrhoea,  ovarian  tenderness,  and  uterine  pain, 
though  there  was  no  change  discoverable  on  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion. On  October  19,  1862,  a  menstrual  period  came  on  wliich 
was  very  abundant  and  protracted,  the  discharge  being  intermin- 
gled with  small  coagula  and  matter  like  dysmenorrhoeal  mem- 
brane. On  the  return  of  the  next  menstrual  epoch,  though  dis- 
charge had  not  commenced,  the  patient  suddenly  complained  of 
a  sense  of  fulness  and  bearing  down,  of  faintness,  and  of  inability 
to  empty  the  bladder,  and  a  tumor  was  now  discovered  in  the 
right  iliac  and  hypogastric  region,  and  the  uterus  was  carried  for- 
wards by  a  swelling  seated  between  it  and  the  rectum.  Both 
these  tumors  continued,  varying  indeed  in  size,  and  in  thetender- 
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ness  of  which  they  were  the  seat,  and  the  abdominal  tumor  was 
sometimes  difficultly  distinguished,  though  that  felt  per  vaginam 
underwent  much  less  considerable  alteration.  The  patient  suf- 
fered from  frequent  and  severe  attacks  of  paroxysmal  pain,  and 
this  pain  always  accompanied  menstruation,  the  periods  of  which 
were  tolerably  regular.  Pain  in  the  tumor,  too,  interfered  with 
any  attempt  at  moving,  and  sleep  was  seldom  obtained  without 
the  use  of  opiates.  In  April,  1863,  about  five  months  after  the 
commencement  other  illness,  the  patient  began  to  have  frequent 
attacks  of  shivering,  with  rapid  pulse,  night  sweats,  and  other 
hectic  symptoms,  under  which  her  health  failed,  though  very 
-gradually,  and  temporary  improvement  took  place  now  and  then. 

The  swelling  in  the  abdomen  did  not  notably  increase,  but  re- 
mained about  half  the  size  which  it  had  first  presented,  while  the 
internal  tumor  underwent  no  alteration,  and  though  not  absolutely 
solid,  yet  yielded  nowhere  any  sense  of  fluctuation. 

It  was  at  length  determined,  after  the  lapse  of  eight  months, 
that  an  exploratorj^  puncture  should  be  made  with  a  fine  trocar, 
and  that  this  should  be  enlarged  if,  as  there  seemed  no  reason  for 
doubting,  the  collection  of  blood  or  matter  were  reached.  This 
was  accordingly  done  by  Mr.  Paget;  but  though  to  his  own  sen- 
sation as  well  as  to  the  bystanders,  the  trocar  seemed  to  have 
entered  a  cavity,  nothing  flowed  but  a  drop  of  blood.  A  good 
deal  of  constitutional  disturbance,  much  sickness,  some  abdominal 
tenderness,  but  no  severe  pain,  succeeded  this  puncture,  which 
was  made  on  July  11th.  The  patient's  pulse,  too,  became  very 
frequent,  and  her  condition  altogether,  though  not  such  as  to  in- 
dicate immediate  danger,  excited  much  anxiety,  as  it  seemed  to 
point  to  the  existence  of  cyst  inflammation.  In  the  morning  of 
July  20th,  the  above-named  symptoms  having  lasted  without 
marked  aggravation,  the  patient  made  an  attempt  to  void  urine, 
but  finding  herself  unable  to  empty  her  bladder,  sent  for  Dr. 
Kirby,  who  found  her  in  a  state  ot  collapse,  and  she  died  at  four 
P.M.  on  the  same  afternoon,  having  manifested  all  those  symptoms 
which  usually  follow  the  perforation  of  any  important  viscus. 

The  abdomen  was  found  to  contain  a  turbid,  brownish  fluid,  a 
mixture  of  thin  pus  and  blood,  which  had  issued  from  the  pelvic 
cavity  and  flowed  among  the  intestines.  There  was  a  general 
fulness  of  vessels  of  both  surfaces  of  the  peritoneum,  and  of  the 
surface  of  the  intestines,  and  a  little  lymph  thinly  deposited  here 
and  there,  evidently  of  comparatively  recent  formation.  IJesides 
this,  below  the  umbilicus,  and  especially  in  the  left  iliac  region, 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  roughening  of  the  peritoneum  as  if  from 
old  [xM'itonitis,  and  there  were  many  small  blackened  spots,  old 
ecchymoses,  on  the  roughened  surface.  The  pelvic  contents  were 
bounded  above  by  a  coil  of  intestines  which  was  adherent  to  the 
up})er  surface  of  the  i)elvic  viscera,  and  thus  formed  a  kind  of 
cyst  or  sac,  in  the  left  side  of  which  there  was  a  small  triangular 
rent  about  hall" an  inch  in  length,  through  which  its  contents  had 
escajtcd  into  the  abdomen.     This  sac,  whieh  was  bounded  by  the 
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left  side  of  the  uterus,  still  contained  about  eight  ounces  of  brown 
pus,  such  as  was  found  in  the  abdomen.  The  reason  of  its  non- 
escape  on  the  puncture  being  made  per  vaginam  was  discovered 
in  the  presence  of  a  layer  of  extremely  firm  black  clot  an  eighth 
of  an  inch  in  thickness,  which  lined  the  lower  half  of  the  sac,  and 
was  almost  as  firm  as  a  piece  of  leather,  so  that  the  point  of  the 
trocar  had  failed  to  penetrate  it,  but  had  detached  it  from  the 
walls  of  the  cavity,  and  thus  failed  to  evacuate  its  contents. 

The  right  ovary  contained  a  cyst  the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg,  and 
also  a  large  recent  clot  the  size  of  a  sugared  ahiiond.  No  com- 
munication could  be  made  out  between  either  tube  and  the  sac; 
but  the  left  ovary,  after  the  most  careful  search,  could  not  be  made 
out  among  the  folds  of  the  thickened  and  altered  broad  ligament. 
The  pelvic  tumor  had  completely  disappeared  after  death. 

This  case  calls  for  but  little  comment,  though  it  illustrates  ex- 
tremely well  some  of  the  more  characteristic  features  of  uterine 
htematocele.  The  disturbed  menstruation,  the  pain  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  function,  the  appearance  of  the  pelvic  tumor,  the 
firmness  which,  but  for  the  knowledge  one  had  of  the  state  of  the 
womb  before  any  such  swelling  existed,  would  have  raised  the 
question,  whether  by  possibility  it  could  be  a  fibrous  growth,  are 
all  phenomena  with  which  our  previous  study  of  the  subject  has 
made  us  acquainted.  Next  come  the  discovery  of  the  swelling 
in  the  iliac  region,  always  tender,  often  the  seat  of  acute  pain, 
aggravated  in  paroxysms,  and  increased  specially  at  the  menstrual 
periods,  the  cause  of  which  pain  is  partly  explained  by  the  evi- 
dences of  old  pelvic  peritonitis.  Next  may  be  added  the  variations 
in  the  size  of  both  the  internal  and  external  swelling,  coincident, 
no  doubt,  with  the  occurrence  of  fresh  eflusion  of  blood,  or  with 
its  partial  absorption,  and  the  different  sensations  of  firmness  and 
elasticitv  which  the  internal  swellins;  communicated  at  different 
times  to  the  finger.  Lastly,  we  have  the  occasional  rigors,  the  ill- 
marked  hectic,  the  fitful  advances  towards  convalescence  which 
•  seemed  as  if  it  were  about  to  be  arrived  at,  but  was  never  actually 
reached;  and  then  the  surgical  interference,  which  sufficed,  though 
so  slight,  to  call  the  slumbering  mischief  into  activity,  and  to  dis- 
pose the  frail  wall  of  adventitious  membrane  to  give  way,  which 
at  length  it  did  under  the  slight  effort  made  in  the  attempt  to 
empty  the  bladder. 

There  are  several  conditions  with  which  this  uterine  hcematocele 
may  he  confounded,  viz.,  extra-uterine  pregnane}',  retroversion  of 
the  pregnant  uterus,  inffammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  between 
the  uterus  and  rectum,  and  fibrous  or  ovarian  tumor;  and  the 
points  of  similarity  between  each  of  these  are  quite  sufficient  to 
lead  very  readily  into  error.  The  suppression  of  the  menses,  the 
abdominal  or  pelvic  discomfort,  and  the  sense  of  bearing  down 
backwards,  are  symptoms  common  to  effusion  of  blood  behind 
the  uterus,  and  to  an  extra-uterine  fcetation  between  the  second 
and  fourth  months ;  while  the  general  contour  of  the  tumor  is 
very  similar  in  the  two  cases,  and  there  is  often  the  same  remark- 
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able  pulsation  of  the  vessels  clistribiited  to  it  in  both,  though,  I 
believe,  this  is  by  no  means  so  constant  in  the  case  of  uterine 
haematocele.  The  attacks  of  pain  in  extra-uterine  foetation  are, 
however,  usually  more  intense  and  more  paroxysmal,  while  the 
discomfort  in  the  irrtervals  is  less :  the  sanguineous  discharge  is 
absent,  and  the  uterus,  if  examined  with  the  sound,  is  ascertained 
to  be  increased  in  size  ;^  and  even  without  it  the  condition  of  the 
OS  uteri  and  portio  vaginalis  of  the  cervix,  with  the  pufly  lips,  the 
closed  orifice,  and  the  swollen  tissue,  differs  widely  from  the  com- 
pletely undeveloped  state  of  those  parts  in  cases  of  hemorrhage 
about  the  womb. 

The  effusion,  when  considerable,  may  cause,  as  it  did  in  the  case 
which  I  have  related,  complete  retroversion  of  the  womb,  a  con- 
dition which,  when  associated  as  it  is  sometimes  with  suppression 
of  the  menses  for  two  or  three  months,  may  raise  the  suspicion  of 
pregnancy,  and  lead  to  the  tumor  being  taken  for  the  fundus  of 
the  enlarged  and  misplaced  uterus.  Professor  Cred^,  of  Berlin, 
relates  an  instance  in  which  these  very  circumstances  led  him  for 
a  moment  into  error,  and  in  which  he  endeavored  vainly  to  re- 
place what  he  supposed  to  be  the  pregnant  and  retroverted  womb. 
Further  observation  soon  led  him  right,  and  the  same  considera- 
tions as  rectified  his  diagnosis  may  keep  us  from  error.  Tiie 
cervix  and  os  uteri  presented  none  of  the  changes  of  pregnancy  ; 
the  bladder  was  not  affected;  and  the  uterine  sound,  which  entered 
readily  in  the  natural  direction,  could  not  be  turned  round  with 
its  concavity  backwards,  nor  be  made  to  enter  the  tumor,  inti- 
matel}'  though  it  seemed  connected  with  the  womb. 

The  characters  of  the  tumor  in  cases  of  inflammation  of  the 
uterine  cellular  tissue  very  closely  resemble  those  of  uterine 
haimatocele,  and  the  history  and  symptoms  present  a  very  near 
analogy  in  the  two  affections.  There  are,  however,  some  points 
'of  ditference  between  them  which  are  generally  sufiiciently 
marked  to  preserve  the  attentive  observer  from  error.  Pelvic 
abscess  is  very  generally  the  consequence  of  delivery  or  of  abor- 
tion, while  it  is  scarcely  ever  associated  with  any  other  form  of 
menstrual  disorder  than  its  sii(h:^en  suppression  ;  the  inflammator}' 
symptoms  develojjiiig  themselves  directly  out  of  that  accident. 
Uterine  luematocele,  on  the  contrary,  is  seldom  the  immediate  con- 
secpience  of  a  single  sui>prossion  of  menstruation  ;  it  is  not  infre- 
quently preceded  by  menorrhagia,  and  is  often  accompanied,  at 
a?!}'  rate  for  a  time,  l)y  a  copious  sa)iguineous  discharge,  a  symp- 
tom which  never  attends  iqton  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  uterus.  1  am  not  sure  that  the  consistence 
of  ihc  tumoi-s  furnishes  any  very  trust woi'tliy  clue  to  a  cori'cct 
diagnosis,  since  tlic  degree  of  firnnu'ss  of  a  ulerini'  hiematoeele  is 

'  Will]  ri'lVi-.-iic-  t(i  tlic  inrcrciirr  In  hr  .lr:i\\ii  IVom  inr;iMirciiii'iit  ut'  llic  uterine 
cavii.v,  Oi-.  .MmIIIkw."  Duniiin  eJM.silu'  im|"irl:iril  iiiulinti  llmt  "  ihr  iilciu>  was 
foiiii(i  jir<'iilly  •■I'liiu^iilcd  in  i-vitv  oih!  of  tlu-  iiistaiR'cs  lie  l)atl  roc-orclcd,  wlun  llie 
liiviiiiilo<;cli'  "was  lari;c,  and  in  all  it  ouMlrai'U'd  witli  Ur-  contrac'liuii  of  tiic  iiludd- 
(•uc." 
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liable  to  %"ery  wide  variations,  but  considerable  value  may  be  at- 
tached to  the  circumstance  that  at  no  period  are  there  the  same 
thickening  and  induration  about  it  which  are  so  remarkable  in 
that  part  of  the  vaginal  wall  adjacent  to  any  collection  of  matter. 

Ovarian  cysts  may  occupy  when  small  the  same  situation  as 
uterine  hnematocele;  they  are  not,  however,  so  sudden  in  their 
occurrence,  nor  so  rapid  in  their  increase  ;  while,  though  their 
development  is  often  associated  with  menstrual  irregularity,  they 
are  not  attended  by  any  constant  sanguineous  discharge.  The 
ovarian  tumors,  too,  do  not  descend  equally  low  into  the  recto- 
vaginal pouch,  and  consequently  do  not  produce  the  same  difficulty 
in  defecation,  while,  further,  they  are  not  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  uterine  wall,  and  the  womb  can  usually  by  means  of  the 
sound  be  completely  isolated  from  the  adjacent  swelling. 

Though  this  be  true,  however,  it  must  yet  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  existence  of  an  ovarian  tumor  is  sometimes  suddenly  dis- 
covered, owing  to  some  special  inconvenience,  pain,  or  unusual 
menstrual  disturbance  which  it  may  have  occasioned  ;  further, 
that  the  two  conditions  may  coexist;  and,  lastly,  that  bulging  of 
the  recto-vaginal  wall  in  cases  of  hsematocele,  although  usually 
very  marked,  is  sometimes  altogether  absent,  and  this  even 
though  the  collection  of  blood  may  be  very  extensive,  and  the 
abdominal  tumor  may  have  attained  a  very  considerable  size.  In 
the  first  case  related  Ijy  Dr.  Duncan,  though  the  tumor  reached  as 
high  as  the  umbilicus,  so  that  its  contents  were  let  out  by  puncture 
of  the  abdominal  walls,  yet  the  evidence  of  the  collection  of  bloody 
fluid  not  having  been  contained  within  an  ovarian  cyst  appears  to 
me,  as  it  does  also  to  him,  decidedly  to  preponderate.  Many  in- 
stances of  the  same  kind,  too,  are  on  record,  and  one  came  under 
my  own  notice  (though  I  have  not  included  it  among  those  on. 
which  my  observations  are  founded),  in  which  the  very  large  size 
attained  by  the  abdominal  tumor,  coupled  with  the  absence  of  any 
bulging  of  it  into  the  vagina,  led  me  to  regard  the  swelling  as 
ovarian,  though  I  have  since  entertained  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  opinion. 

In  the  great  majority  of  instances  the  distinction  between  a 
fibrous  tumor  and  an  efiusion  of  blood  will  be  attended  by  little 
difiiculty,  though  we  know  that  very  able  men  have  sometimes 
mistaken  the  one  for  the  other.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
history  one  receives  of  a  patient's  illness  is  too  often  imperfect, 
exaggerated,  or  even  in  many  respects  altogether  incorrect.  In  the 
next  place,  the  presence  of  a  tumor  in  the  iliac  region  by  no  means 
clears  up  the  difficulty  as  to  the  nature  of  that  felt  per  vaginam, 
since  both  may  be  fibrous  growths,  or  both  may  be  due  to  the 
~  effusion  of  blood,  while  pain  and  menstrual  irregularity  may  attend 
on  either  aftection,  and  the  degree  of  firmness  of  the  swelling  is  a 
most  inadequate  ground  on  which  to  rest  a  diagnosis,  and,  when 
a  mistake  has  been  committed,  has  been  the  chief  source  of  error. 
I  believe  that  a  fibrous  tumor  so  situated  as  to  be  mistaken  for  a 
hfematocele,  will  displace  the  uterus  more  considerably  than  an 
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effusion  of  the  same  dimensions,  and  further,  that  such  displace- 
ment will  rarely  be  limited  to  the  mere  elevation  of  the  womb, 
and  the  pushing  it  to  one  side,  but  that  the  organ  will  also  be 
retroverted,  or  its  position  will  be  otherwise  manifestly  changed. 
Time,  however,  will  almost  certainly  remove  the  doubt,  the  imme- 
diate solution  of  which  is  seldom  very  urgent ;  and  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  three-fourths  of  our  diagnostic  errors  arise  from  the 
needless  haste  of  our  decisions. 

Inclusive  of  my  own  eight  cases,  I  have  collected  103  instances 
of  uterine  hsematocele,  of  which  20,  or  almost  one-fifth,  proved 
fatal.  There  can,  I  apprehend,  be  little  doubt  but  that  its  usual 
fatality  is  considerably  less  than  would  appear  from  these  imper- 
fect data ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  some  of  the  cases  have  been 
reported  as  pathological  rarities  ;  and  on  the  other,  many  which 
have  had  a  favorable  issue  have  been  unrecorded.  Many,  too, 
have  certainly  passed  unrecognized,  for  the  disposition  to  the 
spontaneous  absorption  of  the  eflused  blood,  unless  the  quantity 
poured  out  has  been  enormous,  seems  to  be  very  great,  so  that 
menstrual  disorder  and  abdominal  pain  have  probably  often 
passed  away  without  a  suspicion  having  arisen  of  their  connection 
with  hemorrhage  around  the  uterus,  or  into  the  cavity  of  the 
peritoneum. 

The  subjoined  tables  will  throw  light  on  many  points  connected 
with  the  pathology  as  well  as  with  the  treatment  of  the  affection. 

Of  55  cases  of  uterine  hsematocele,  treated  on  the  expectant  plan, 
43  recovered,  12  died. 

Of  the  former — 

The  blood  was  absorbed  in, 30 

"           escaped  by  the  rectum  in,    ...     .  7 

"                  "           "        vao'ina, 4 

"                  "            "        uterus, 1 

"                 "       into  cavity  of  peritoneum,  .  1, 

43 

Of  the  12  deaths— 

1  took  place  from  phthisis. 
1  "  "     phtliisis  and  albuminuria. 

1         "  "     supervention  ot  dysentery. 

1         "  "     great  debility  and   extensive  ab- 

scess of  the  thigh, 

and  are  therefore  only  indirectly  due  to  the  sanguineous  cftusion. 
Of  tlie  remaining  8 — 

1  took  jiluce  from  pyaemia  after  the  tumor  had  burst  per 
rectum. 

1  "  "     hemorrluigo  by  the  bowel. 

2  "  "     licmorrluigc  into  the  cyst. 

1  "  "  "  "  "        and  per  vaginam. 

1  "  "      rnplurc  inti)  alxl n,  and  peritonitis. 

(  pcritmiitis  witlinut  cyst  rupture,  the  in- 

2  "  "      -        Ihinimatiou  liciiig  acute  in  tile  one  case, 

(       mid  clirduic  in  t!ir  other. 

8 
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Of  48  cases  in  Avliich  surgical  interference  was  bad  recourse  to, 
40  recovered,  8  died. 

In  38  of  the  40  recoveries,  the  puncture  was  made  by  the 
vagina. 

In  2  of  the  40  recoveries,  the  puncture  was  made  in  the  abdo- 
men. 

Of  the  8  deaths— 

1  took  place  from  peritonitis  after  puncture  of  the  abdomen. 

In  the  other  cases  the  puncture  was  made 

by  the  vagina. 
1         "  "     cyst  rupture  after  ineffectual  puncture. 

1         "  "     pyiemia.  symptoms  of  which  had  preceded 

the  puncture. 

1  "  "     pysemia,  following  the  puncture. 

2  "  "     hemorrhage  through  the  wound. 

1         "  "  "  into  the  sac  after  closure  of  the     • 

punctured  wound. 
1         "  "     peritonitis. 


Lastly,  we  come  to  the  important  question  of  the  appropriate 
treatment  of  this  affection.  It  happens  rarely,  though  unques- 
tionably it  does  happen  sometimes,  that  the  blood  is  poured  out 
in  such  great  abundance  as  to  occasion  immediate  hazard  to  the 
patient's  life,  and  in  such  circumstances  the  local  apj^lication  of 
cold,  the  employment  of  stimulants,  and  the  use  of  opium,  given 
as  in  cases  of  intestinal  perforation  for  its  stimulant  rather  than 
for  its  sedative  properties,  is  clearly  indicated.^  I  once  saw  a  case 
which  I  imagine  to  have  been  of  this  kind.  It  occurred  in  a 
woman  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  one 
child,  who  had  for  some  few  times  menstruated  irregularly.  On 
the  third  day  of  an  extremely  abundant  menstruation  she  suddenly 
sank  into  a  state  of  great  exhaustion,  which  the  external  hemor- 
rhage was  quite  inadequate  to  account  for.  She  fainted,  and  lay 
long  in  a  condition  of  syncope,  her  pulse  was  almost  imperceptible, 
her  surface  was  as  cold  as  that  of  a  patient  in  the  stage  of  collapse 
from  cholera,  and  I  thought  her  dying  when  I  saw  her  about  five 
hours  after  these  symptoms  had  come  on.  A  vaginal  examination 
threw  no  light  upon  the  case,  as  no  tumor  was  detected  in  the 
pelvis,  but  one  feared  that  tbe  sac  of  an  extra-uterine  foetation  bad 
burst,  and  that  the  shock  depended  on  this  cause.  Ice  was  applied 
to  the  vulva  and  over  tbe  pubes,  opium  and  stimulants  were  ad- 
ministered, and  attention  was  paid  to  keeping  tbe  surface  warm. 
The  next  morning  I  saw  the  patient  after  an  interval  of  eighteen 
hours.  She  had  rallied  slightly,  and  I  heard,  for  I  never  saw  ber 
again,  that  she  slowly  recovered,  without  having  presented  at  any 
time  symptoms  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 

Such  occurrences  as  these  are  rare ;  and, usually  the  symptoms 

^  In  a  book  far  less  known  than  it  merits,  Medical  Problems,  by  Messrs.  Griffin, 
of  Limerick,  is  a  most  suggestive  chapter  on  the  use  of  opium  as  a  stimulant,  wliich 
should  be  well  studied  by  all  especially  who  are  engaged  in  obstetric  practice 
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which  one  has  to  deal  with  are  very  simihir  to  those  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  uterine  appendages,  and  are  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
waj,  by  absohite  rest,  by  poultices,  by  sedatives,  and  by  the  careful 
use  of  mercurial  remedies.  With  the  return  of  each  menstrual 
period,  all  precaution  must  be  redoubled,  since  it  is  under  the 
conditions  of  general  excitement  of  the  circulation  and  special 
congestion  of  the  sexual  organs  which  then  exist,  that  fresh 
hemorrhages  are  apt  to  take  place.  I  have  occasionally  applied 
a  few  leeches  in  the  iliac  region,  when  the  tension  seemed  very 
considerable  and  the  tenderness  extreme,  but  have  never  resorted 
to  lar2:e  local  depletion  as  a  means  of  controllino-  the  hemorrhao;e 
and  hastening  the  absorption  of  the  blood  alreadj^  effused. 

M.  Aran,i  however,  has  adopted  a  much  more  active  plan,  and, 
as  he  alleges,  with  very  remarkable  results.  In  a  case  where  the 
eflusion  is  recent,  and  the  constitutional  condition  of  the  patient 
does  not  forbid  it,  he  applies  from  twenty  to  thirty  leeches  over 
the  abdominal  swelling ;  on  the  next  day  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
in  the  same  situation  ;  from  twelve  to  fifteen  on  the  third  day,  if 
the  strength  of  the  patient  admits  of  it ;  and  it  is  extremely  seldom 
that  a  fourth  application  is  needed.  The  patients  are  supported 
by  nutritious  diet  while  this  local  depletion  is  carried  out,  and 
this  is  succeeded  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  use  of  blisters  and 
frictions,  or  applications  of  iodine,  to  the  abdomen.  "By  these 
means,"  says  M.  Aran — and  he  details  cases  in  support  of  his 
assertion — "I  have  reduced  to  fifteen  days  in  some  cases,  to 
from  twenty  to  tliirty  in  others  of  a  less  favorable  kind,  the  course 
of  an  aftection  which  has  been  estimated  by  all  previous  writers 
on  the  subject  at  a  period  of  many  months." 

The  experience  of  one  so  cautious  and  so  trustworthy  as  M. 
Aran  demands  consideration,  and  the  practice  based  on  it  merits 
a  trial. 

But  whether  an  antiphlogistic  plan  be  employed  with  more  or 
less  activity,  the  great  question  which  presents  itself  in  a  large 
number  of  instances  concerns  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
surgical  interference.  Opinion  on  this  point  ditfered  formerly 
much  more  widely  than  it  does  at  the  present  moment ;  and 
tliere  seems  now  to  be  a  general  approach  to  unanimity  among 
French  writers  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  meddling  with  these 
collections  of  blood.  The  cases  which  I  have  collected  from  all 
sources,  and  in  doing  which  I  have  been  very  careful  not  to 
reckon  the  snme  twice  over,  ai'e  (piite  ina(UM|uate  to  decide  the 
point.  I  think,  however,  they  tend  to  show  that  the  dangers  of 
puncture  are  less  considerable  than  some  of  its  opponents  have 
supposed  them  to  be;  and  further,  tliat  tliey  arc  of  just  the 
same  kind  as  one  has  to  encounter  in  cases  which  are  left  entirely 
to  nature.^ 

'   Op.  rit.,  pp.  817-822. 

'■f  Dr.  .M.  Diinciin's  ciisos  aro  <H|Uiilly  xnltialdi'  a^;  illiistrativo  of  tin-  surcessful 
piinclurc  i)f  iIk'ho  colli-ctifnis  of  hlood.  wlutlicr  (Hic  ai-cfpts  or  rcjccl.s  liis  opinion 
uh  to  tlicir  ordinary  oxtra-jn'ritoncal  site. 
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The  mucli-dreadecl  liemorrhage  is  evidently  a  very  exceptional 
occurrence,  and  the  supervention  of  fatal  pysemic  or  peritonitic 
symptoms  is  by  no  means  limited  to  cases  where  interference  has 
been  had  recourse  to.  Still,  these  symptoms  have  unquestionably 
been  lighted  up  by  puncture  of  the  cyst,  even  in  many  cases 
which  eventually  recovered;  while  the  hazard  of  rupture  into  the 
peritoneum  is  hj  no  means  certainly  prevented,  even  though  a 
free  communication  has  been  established  with  the  vagina  or 
rectum.  In  three  out  of  four  of  my  cases,  where  the  cyst  was 
punctured  per  vaginam,  the  operation  was  followed  b}"  peritoneal 
inflammation,  which  was  once  of  great  severity;  and  the  existence 
of  an  opening  in  the  vagina  did  not  in  that  instance  prevent  the 
establishment  of  a  communication  with  the  bowel,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  a  large  quantity  of  blood  per  anum.  Even  an  explora- 
tory puncture  is  not  always  free  from  risk,  as  my  eighth  case 
shows ;  while  the  cause  of  its  failure  has  also  been  met  with  in 
other  instances,  where  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  has  formed  a 
thick  layer  of  fibrin e  within  the  sac,  and  has  thus  prevented  the 
escape  of  its  fluid  contents. 

Weighing  the  results  of  my  own  experience  with  what  I  can 
gather  from  that  of  others,  I  should  be  disposed 

Not  to  2Juncture  the  cyst — 

1st.  So  long  as  the  eflfiision  is  recent,  and  there  is  therefore 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  being  absorbed. 

2d.  So  long  as  the  efiusion,  although  of  long  standing,  is  in 
course  of  gradual,  even  though  very  slow  diminution. 

3d.  For  so- long  as  the  periodical  increase  of  the  efl-'usion  coin- 
ciding with  the  return  of  a  menstrual  epoch,  shows  the  cause 
which  originally  produced  it  to  be  still  in  operation. 

I  should  puncture  the  cyst — 

1st.  When  a  long-standing  effusion  shows  little  or  no  disposi- 
tion to  become  absorbed. 

2d.  When  the  occurrence  of  rigors  and  the  supervention  of 
hectic  symptoms  prove  suppuration  to  have  taken  place ;  and  in 
such  circumstances  I  should  puncture  through  the  abdominal 
walls,  providing  the  swelling  were  not  readily  accessible  by  the 
vagriua. 
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LECTURE    XXIY. 

DISEASES  OF  PAKTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  UTERUS— INFLAM- 
MATION AND  ITS  RESULTS,  AND  KINDRED  PROCESSES. 

Inflammatiois^  of  Uterine  Appendages  ; — of  the  Ovakies. 

Inflammation  of  the  ovaries,  imperfect  state  of  our  knowledaje.  Morbid  appear- 
ances, inflammation  of  their  peritoneal  surface  frequent ;  inflammation  of  their 
substance  rare  Changes  produced  by  inflammation  in  the  Graafian  vesicles  ; 
suppuration,  and  ovarian  abscess. 

Symptoms  of  ovarian  inflammation;  of  its  acute  form;  of  abscess  of  the  ovary; 
cases  in  illustration. 

Chronic  inflammation  of  the  ovary,  its  frequency  probably  overrated;  neuralgic 
character  of  symptoms  attributed  to  it.  Occasional  occurrence  of  subacute 
ovaritis;  relation  to  it  of  the  so-called  displacement  of  the  ovary. 

Note  on  Hernia  of  the  Oyary  ;  and  on  Serous  Cysts  of  Uterus. 

Frequently  in  the  course  of  these  Lectures  I  have  had  occasion 
to  lament  the  incompleteness  of  our  knowledge,  the  imperfection 
of  the  evidence  on  which  we  are  compelled  to  act;  and  have  been 
fain  to  content  myself  with  hints  and  suggestions ;  with  commu- 
nicating mere  fragments  of  information  where  yet  I  felt  that  defi- 
nite statements  and  positive  rules  were  most  needed. 

Much  of  the  subject  of  to-day's  lecture  can,  I  fear,  be  treated 
by  me  only  after  this  imperfect  fashion,  unless  I  widely  overstep 
the  limits  of  my  own  knowledge,  and  assume  a  positive  air  where 
yet  my  convictions  are  far  from  settled.  Some  facts,  indeed,  are 
well  known  and  universally  admitted,  such  as  the  frequency  of 
acute  ovarian  inflammation  as  a  complication  of  puerperal  peri- 
tonitis, its  rarity  in  other  circumstances ;  but  the  frequency,  the 
symptoms,  and  the  importance  of  the  more  chronic  forms  of  in- 
flammation of  the  ovaries,  are  questions  which  have  received  very 
discordant  replies,  and  for  whose  final  decision  data  appear  to  me 
to  be  still  wanting. 

The  difiiculties  to  which  I  have  referred  do  not,  indeed,  arise 
from  the  rarity  with  which  morbid  appearanccH  are  discovered  in 
the  ovaries,  but  rather  from  the  uncertainty  which  prevails  as  to 
their  nature  or  as  to  their  importance.  In  21  out  of  66  instances 
in  which  I  examined  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  in  the  adult, 
the  ovaries  themselves,  or  parts  immediately  connected  with  them, 
presented  changes  more  or  less  obviously  due  to  inilainn)at(n'y 
action.  In  10  of  the  21  cases  the  main  evidence  of  intlaniniation 
consiKtod  in  traces  of  old  peritonitis  of  the  uterine  ajii)endages, 
and  in  5  of  tlie  number  there  was  no  evidence  of  other  or  of  more 
recent  mischief.  The  amount  of  this  peritonitis  varied  exceed- 
ingly. In  some  instances  it  was  confined  to  one  side,  and  its 
results  were  iKjthing  more  considerable  than  a  thin  and  jjartial 
layer  of  false  membrane  oji  the  surface  of  one  or  other  ovary,  and 
long  filamentous  adhesions  between  the  ovary  and  l^'allopian  tube. 
In  other  cases  a  coini)lete  web  of  false  menilnaiu!  en\el()})e(l  the 
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ovaries,  tliickened  the  broad  ligaments,  and  by  its  contraction 
shortened  the  ovarian  ligaments,  thus  drawing  the  ovaries  much 
nearer  than  is  natural  to  the  sides  of  the  uterus,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  and  the  Fallopian  tubes  were  firmly  and  inextricably 
matted  together.  Now  and  then,  too,  the  ovaries  were  not  merely 
drawn  nearer  to  the  uterus,  but  their  position  was  in  other  respects 
changed,  they  being  tied  down  behind  it ;  as  in  the  following  notes 
of  the  examination  of  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven,  of  chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema,  and  all  of 
whose  four  labors  were  alleged  by  her  husband  to  have  been 
perfectly  natural.  The  uterine  appendages  on  either  side  were 
doubled  back  behind  the  uterus,  and  matted  together  in  that 
situation  by  firm  old  adhesions,  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  which  a 
good  deal  of  firm  granular  fat  was  intermingled.  The  Fallopian 
tubes  of  either  side  were  convoluted,  dilated  to  the  size  of  the  little 
finger,  by  the  presence  in  them  of  a  thick  red  secretion,  like  a 
mixture  of  blood  and  mucus.  Each  w^as  firmly  adherent  to  its 
corresponding  ovary,  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  dissect 
them  apart.  Though  twisted  round  as  above  described,  they  did 
not  pass  the  mesial  line,  but  wound  about  on  either  side  of  the 
uterus.  On  opening  them  they  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
number  of  freely  communicating  sacculi,  not  unlike  a  section  of 
the  Fucus  marinus ;  and  the  right,  which  was  the  larger  of  the 
two,  measured  at  its  widest  part,  which  was  one  inch  from  the 
uterus,  just  an  inch  and  a  line  when  laid  open.  This  enlarge- 
ment continued,  though  diminishing,  till  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  from  the  uterus,  where  it  ceased  ;  the  short  remainder  of  the 
tubes,  though  pervious,  not  being  wider  than  natural.  The  walls 
of  the  tubes  were  very  dense,  their  muscular  structure  remarkably 
distinct,  and  their  lining  membrane  stout,  tough,  easily  detached 
from  the  subjacent  tissue,  and  presenting  somewhat  of  a  polished 
surface. 

The  left  ovary  was  much  atrophied,  and  was  with  difficulty  dis- 
tinguishable in  the  midst  of  the  thickened  cellular  tissue  and  the 
fat  which  abounded  on  either  side  of  the  uterus  and  within  the 
folds  of  the  broad  ligament.  The  right  ovary  was  much  larger 
than  natural,  though  very  little  of  its  proper  tissue  was  distin- 
guishable. Its  size,  which  was  that  of  an  unshelled  walnut,  was 
chiefly  due  to  a  cyst,  lined  b}^  a  smooth,  polished  membrane,  and 
filled  with  thick,  grumous  blood,  as  well  as  containing  some  old 
coagulum,  which  required  a  little  force  for  its  detachment. 

In  other  cases  I  have  met  with  a  less  degree  of  the  same  condi- 
tion of  the  uterine  appendages,  and  have  found  the  ovary  wasted, 
apparently  as  the  result  of  its  compression  by  the  formation  of 
false  membrane  around  it,  an  occurrence  to  which  must  probably 
be  attributed  the  sterility  that  frequently  follows  an  attack  of  peri- 
tonitis, and  the  permanent  suppression  of  the  menses  that  occa- 
sionally, though  less  often,  succeeds  to  the  same  cause. 

More  important  than  the  changes  produced  by  infiammation  on 
the  exterior  of  the  ovary  are  those  alterations  which  it  causes  in 
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their  substance,  and  especially  in  the  Graafian  vesicles.  The  mere 
substance  of  the  ovaries  does  not,  indeed,  except  in  the  puerperal 
state,  often  present  appearances  indicative  of  inflammation  or  of 
its  results.  The  softening  of  their  tissue,  the  infiltration  with  pus 
— which  is  sometimes  poured  out  so  suddenly  and  in  such  abun- 
dance as  to  produce  rnptnre  of  the  organs — or  that  sloughing  of 
their  substance  occasionally  observed  in  the  bodies  of  women  who 
have  died  during  epidemics  of  puerperal  fever,  are  conditions 
which,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  are  not  met  with  in  the  un- 
impregnated  state.  Afl'ections  of  the  ovarian  tissue,  apart  from 
the  puerperal  condition,  are,  I  believe,  almost  always  secondary 
and  subordinate  to  those  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  themselves. 
Thus,  when  the  functions  of  the  ovaries  are  no  longer  exercised, 
and  ovules  are  not  in  course  of  production  and  maturation,  we 
find  the  substance  of  the  organs  shrunken,  dense,  and  frequently 
intersected  by  white  lines  of  firm  cellular  tissue;  and  just  in  a 
similar  way  do  we  find  it  swollen,  congested,  and  infiltrated,  in 
conjunction  with  a  turgid  state  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  and  with 
the  presence  of  evidences  of  inflammation  about  their  coats.  In 
these  circumstances,  indeed,  we  find  the  whole  of  the  ovary  con- 
siderabl}^  increased  in  size;  but  my  own  experience  corresponds 
with  that  of  Kiwisch,  who  says  that  it  is  extremely  unusual  for 
the  organ  in  the  unimpregnated  condition  to  be  enlarged  by  any 
inflammatory  affection  of  its  stroma  to  more  than  double  its  nat- 
ural size.^ 

It  is  in  the  Graafian  vesicles  themselves  that  we  find,  as  indeed 
might  be  anticipated,  the  most  important  results  of  inflammation  ; 
and  such  inflammation  is  of  great  moment,  from  the  circumstance 
that  in  some  instances  it  is  probably  the  first  step  in  the  produc- 
tion of  ovarian  drops3\  In  the  case  of  women  who  have  died 
during  or  soon  after  menstruation,  it  is,  as  you  know,  very  usual 
to  find  a  state  of  general  turgescence  of  one  or  other  ovary,  with 
great  prominence  of  some  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  and  minute 
injection  of  their  external  membrane,  while  a  large  clot  occupies 
the  cavity  of  that  one  of  the  vesicles  from  which  the  ovule  has 
escaped.  Such  appearances  of  the  ovary  are  ph^'siologicah  and 
pass  away  with  the  subsidence  of  the  periodical  congestion  that 
ptoduced  them,  the  clot  itself  being  gradually  removed,  and  the 
contracted  vesicle  disappearing  by  degrees.  Appearances  of  a 
somewhat  similar  kind  are  met  with,  however,  independent  of 
rnciistruation,  and  in  circumstances  that  point  directly  to  inflam- 
mation as  their  cause.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  a  prostitute,  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  was  suifcring  from  severe  gonorrlui'a  at  the  time 
of  her  death  from  pleuru-pneumonia,  the  whole  interior  of  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  was  covered  by  a  copious  puriibrm  secretion, 
tlic  surface  beneath  being  of  a  bright  red,  just  like  red  velvet. 
This  condition  ceased  abrui)tly  where  the  plicated  structure  of  the 
cervix  uteri  began,  but  was  continued  along  the  whole  tract  of  the 

'   Op.  r'lt.,  vol.  ii,  Hcriuiil  cililidii,  p.  17. 
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Fallopian  tubes.  They  were  pervious  at  their  uterine  ends,  oblit- 
erated at  their  fimbriated  extremities,  filled  with  thick  pus,  which 
had  distended  the  fimbriae  into  little  pouches,  while  their  lining 
membrane  was  of  a  finely  flocculent  appearance,  and  of  the  most 
vivid  red.  The  ovaries  were  rather  large;  they  were  somewhat 
congested,  the  Graafian  vesicles  were  both  numerous  and  turgid, 
and  their  membrane  presented  a  most  beautiful  appearance,  being 
traversed  by  very  minute  vessels,  and  looking  as  if  the  finest  ver- 
milion injection  had  been  thrown  into  them. 

I  do  not  know  exactly  what  the  subsequent  stage  of  the  disease 
would  have  been  if  the  patient's  life  had  not  been  cut  short  by 
the  pneumonia.  Probably,  however,  the  contents  of  the  vesicles 
would  next  have  been  obviously  changed,  and  in  all  likelihood 
would  have  eventually  become  purulent.  Such  at  least  were  the 
contents  of  many  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  in  the  right  ovary  of  a 
girl  who  died  of  very  acute  peritonitis;  and  in  whom  there  was 
found  a  cyst  distended  with  pus,  of  the  size  of  an  orange,  connected 
with  that  organ,  while  many  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  contained 
little  drops  of  pus,  though  there  was  no  suppuration  of  its  general 
tissue,  and  the  other  ovary  was  quite  healthy. 

The  large  cyst  in  this  case  had  probably  existed  for  a  long  time 
before  the  commencement  of  the  patient's  fatal  illness,  and  the 
supervention  of  inflammation  in  it  was  very  likely  the  point  of 
departure  of  all  the  subsequent  mischief  As  we  shall  have  occa- 
sion hereafter  to  observe,  the  occurrence  of  inflammation  and  sup- 
puration in  an  ovarian  cyst  is  an  accident  by  no  means  unusual, 
and  one  which  sometimes  takes  place  without  giving  rise  to  symp- 
toms so  severe  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  Such  cases,  how- 
ever, are  perfectly  distinct  from  those  of  primary  ovarian  abscess, 
which  latter  are  also,  I  believe,  of  much  greater  rarity.  For  the 
most  part  the  increase  of  such  abscesses  generally  goes  on  rather 
slowly,  and  their  development  is  usually  attended  with  symptoms 
of  far  more  serious  constitutional  disturbance  than  accompanies 
the  growth  of  an  ordinary  ovarian  cyst;  though  after  a  time  they 
not  seldom  become  stationary,  and  remain  so  even  for  years. 
Thus,  in  the  case  of  a  patient  who  died  twelve  years  after  her  first 
attack  of  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appendages,  and  four  years 
after  her  second  and  last  seizure  of  a  similar  kind,  the  right  ovary 
was  beset  with  numerous  yellow  dots  of  a  matter  which  looked 
like  softened  cheese,  probably  the  result  of  some  change  in  the 
contents  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  while  the  left  ovary,  to  which 
the  corresponding  tube  was  firmly  adherent,  formed  an  abscess 
the  size  of  an  orange  and  full  of  pus.  The  cavity  of  this  abscess 
was  sinuous,  as  if  several  collections  of  pus  had  eventually  been 
fused  by  the  removal  of  their  septa  into  one,  and  at  its  lower  part 
there  was  a  mass  of  cretaceous  matter  of  the  size  of  a  chestnut. 

There  are,  besides,  some  appearances  of  no  great  rarity  presented 
by  tlie  Graafian  vesicles,  which  have  been  supposed,  and  with  con- 
sideral)le  probability,  to  be  the  results  of  a  chronic,  or,  at  any  rate, 
of  a  bygone  inflammation.     Such  is  the  loss  of  transpjarency  of 
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the  coats  of  the  vesicles,  and  especially  their  entire  conversion  into 
firm,  whitish,  or  yellowish-white,  shot-like  bodies,  of  the  size  of  a 
small  pea,  and  of  a  homogeneous,  somewhat  friable,  texture.  In 
some  instances  the  stroma  of  the  ovaries  has  appeared  unaltered 
around  these  bodies,  but  at  other  times  I  have  found  it  also  the 
seat  of  a  yellow  matter  like  fibrine,  either  infiltrated  into  the  centre 
of  the  organ  or  deposited  in  striae  which  intersected  its  tissue. 
This  condition,  too,  has  always  been  associated  with  considerable 
thickening  of  the  ovarian  capsule,  and  with  a  dead  white  color  of 
its  surface  ;  and  the  ovary  generally  has  been  small  and  shrunken, 
and  contained  few  Graafian  vesicles,  and  sometimes  none  but  those 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  this  change.  It  is  not,  however,  as 
might  be  supposed,  a  result  of  mere  wasting  from  the  advance  of 
age  and  the  cessation  of  the  generative  function,  for  I  have  met 
with  this  state  in  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  and  in  whose  ovaries  there  were  not  merely  other 
healthy  Graafian  vesicles,  but  also  in  one  a  large  menstrual  clot, 
and  other  evidences  of  recent  menstruation. 

Acute  inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  unimpregnated  ovary 
is  of  such  rare  occurrence  that  no  case  has  come  under  my  own 
care,  and  but  one  has  presented  itself  to  my  observation.  To  that 
case  I  have  already  referred,  as  afibrding  an  instance  of  suppura- 
tion in  the  Graafian  follicles  themselves,  but  the  cause  of  death 
was  the  supervention  of  general  peritonitis. 

The  patient's  history  aftbrded  no  clue  to  the  cause  of  her  illness, 
for  she  was  a  young  unmarried  woman,  eighteen  years  old,  living 
in  comfort  as  a  domestic  servant,  and  never  having  had  any  dis- 
order of  her  catamenia,  or  any  uterine  ailment.  Her  illness  had 
come  on  spontaneously  four  or  five  days -before  her  admission  into 
the  hospital,  and  not  at  a  menstrual  period,  with  pain  in  the  back 
and  abdomen,  fever  and  languor,  for  which,  however,  no  treatment 
was  adopted  before  she  entered  the  hospital.  Her  symptoms  were 
just  those  of  general  peritonitis;  a  dry  skin,  a  small  pulse  of  120, 
urgent  thirst,  and  constant  sickness,  great  headache,  a  full,  tense, 
and  tender  abdomen,  and  much  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  back. 
Her  condition  did  not  seem  to  admit  of  active  treatment,  and  the 
next  da}^  the  pulse  had  risen  to  160,  the  sickness  was  incessant, 
the  matter  vomited  being  of  a  dark  greenish  color;  the  abdomen 
was  more  tense,  its  tenderness  undiminished,  but  the  pain  now 
recurred  in  paroxysms,  between  which  were  intervals  of  compara- 
tive ease.  In  eighteen  hours  more  she  died — about  forty  hours 
from  her  admission  into  the  hospital. 

There  was  universal  peritonitis;  two  pints  of  purulent  fluid 
were  present  in  the  abdominal  cavity;  and  inflammation  had  ex- 
tended to  the  dia[)lii'agnuitic  pleura.  The  uterus  iind  the  left  ovary 
were  ]terf'ectly  healthy.  Connected  with  the  right  ovary  was  a 
cyst  filled  with  pus,  which  reached  as  high  as  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  and  jtus  coated  the  outer  surface  of  the  ovary  as  well  as 
oc(;upied  tiie  (Graafian  vesicles. 

8o  rapid  a  cours(!  of  the  disease,  and  so  serious  a  terminalion 
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of  it,  are  of  great  rarity.  Inflammation  commencing  about  the 
uterine  appendages  on  either  side  seldom  extends  beyond  the  peri- 
toneum in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  uterus;  and  even  when 
the  substance  of  the  ovary  is  affected,  and  inflammation  ends  in 
suppuration,  it  is  for  the  most  part  Irom  a  slow  and  wasting  illness 
that  the  patient  suflers ;  the  abscess  attaining  a  very  large  size, 
and  possibly  even  persisting  for  years.  Such  at  least  is  the  expe- 
rience of  Kiwisch,^  and  my  own  more  limited  observation  leads 
me  to  the  same  opinion.  He  notices  the  disposition  of  the  symp- 
toms to  come  to  a  standstill,  so  that  sometimes  the  patient  sutiers 
chiefly  from  the  mechanical  inconvenience  of  the  tumor,  while  in 
other  instances  the  arrest  of  the  symptoms  is  of  a  more  imperfect 
kind:  the  patient  continues  to  lose  flesh;  occasional  febrile  , at- 
tacks come  on,  till  at  length  a  condition  of  hectic  manifests  itself, 
indicative  in  many  instances  of  decomposition  of  the  contents  of 
the  abscess,  and  death  takes  place  either  before  or  soon  after  it 
has  discharged  itself  All  of  these  occurrences  have  come  under 
my  observation  in  cases  of  ovarian  cysts  in  which  inflammation 
has  supervened,  converting  their  contents  into  purulent  matter; 
but  I  have  onl}^  once  met  with  an  instance  in  which  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  the  tumor  had  been  from  the  commence- 
ment an  abscess,  and  had  not  originated  in  theinflanmiation  of 
the  C3'st-wall  of  a  dropsical  ovarium.  In  this  instance  the  patient's 
illness  commenced  with  suppression  of  the  menses  five  months 
after  marriage,  she  being  at  that  time  twenty-six  years  old.  The 
suppression  of  her  menses  was  foUov^^ed  by  pain  in  the  right  side 
of  the  abdomen,  about  the  situation  of  the  crista  ilii,  but'extend- 
ing  to  the  opposite  side,  aggravated  by  motion  or  exertion,  and 
confining  her  by  its  severity,  and  by  the  general  constitutional 
disorder  which  accompanied  it,  almost  constantly  to  bed  during 
the  six  months  which  preceded  her  admission  into  the  hospital. 
Very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  her  illness  a  tumor  ap- 
peared in  the  right  iliac  region,  which  was  said  by  her  medical 
attendant  to  be  an  abscess.  A  month  after  the  swelling  was  first 
perceived  a  discharge  of  pus  took  place  from  the  urethra,  which 
continued  at  intervals  for  some  weeks,  though  without  any  marked 
change  in  the  swelling.  The  discharge  then  ceased  for  a  time,  but 
at  the  end  of  three  months  it  again  recurred,  and  continued  to  take 
place  occasionally  until  the  patient  came  under  my  care,  though 
in  spite  of  this,  the  tumor  had  gone  on  slowly  increasing  in  size. 

On  her  admission  the  patient  looked  very  ill,  her  countenance 
was  anxious,  her  pulse  frequent,  her  tongue  red  at  the  tip  and 
edges,  and  thickly  covered  with  aphthas.  Her  abdomen  measured 
twenty-eight  inches  in  circumference  at  the  umbilicus,  its  enlarge- 
ment being  due  to  a  pyriform  tumor  in  the  mesial  line,  which 

1  Kiwisch,  op.  cit  ,  vol.  ii,  p.  67,  mentions  having  seen  an  abscess  of  the  ovary 
which  contained  sixteen  pints  of  pus.  I  have  seen  thirty-five  pints  of  pure  pus 
evacuated  from  an  ovarian  cyst;  but  this  was  in  a  case  of  dropsy,  in  whicli  in- 
flammation of  the  cj'st-wall  had  supervened,  an  accident  to  which  further  reference 
will  be  made  in  another  lecture. 
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occupied  the  hj^pogastric,  umbilical,  and  lower  part  of  the  epigas- 
tric regions,  and  extended  laterally  to  the  lumbar  and  lower  part 
of  the  hypochondriac  regions.  The  tumor  jiekled  a  distinct  sense 
of  fluctuation,  and  was  very  tender  on  pressure,  especially  in  the 
hypogastric  region.  The  uterus  was  low  down,  and  carried  for- 
wards nearer  than  natural  to  the  anterior  pelvic  walls.  It  did  not 
seem  to  be  altered  or  enlarged,  neither  was  it  fixed  in  the  pelvis, 
nor  was  there  any  thickening  of  the  vaginal  walls.  The  move- 
ments of  the  organ  were,  however,  impeded  by  some  tumor, 
which,  though  not  dipping  down  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  nor  pre- 
senting any  distinct  outline,  was  yet  to  be  felt  as  offering  a  gen- 
eral resistance  on  pressure  being  made  in  any  direction  against  the 
roof  of  the  vagina. 

Three  weeks  after  the  patient's  admission  pus  began  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  bowel,  and  in  the  course  of  a  little  more  than  a 
fortnight,  under  the  continuance  of  these  discharges  the  tumor 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  though  much  pain  continued  to  be 
felt  in  the  right  iliac  region,  and  a  little  pus  occasionally  re- 
collected in  the  sac  of  the  abscess,  and  was  from  time  to  time 
discharged  per  rectum.  The  progress  of  her  recovery  was  re- 
tarded by  an  attack  of  phlegmasia  dolens  of  the  left  leg;  but 
about  two  months  after  her  reception  into  the  hospital  she  was 
discharged  perfectly  well,  and  no  trace  of  the  tumor  was  to  be 
detected  anywhere. 

In  this  case  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  the  acute  character  of 
the  symptoms  which  attended  its  onset,  and  the  rapid  formation 
of  the  tumor,  are  alike  incompatible  with  the  supposition  that  the 
case  was  one  of  dropsy  of  the  ovary.  On  the  other  hand,  tlie  situa- 
tion of  the  swelling  in  the  abdomen,  the  mobility  of  the  uterus 
and  the  absence  of  thickening  by  the  side  of  the  womb,  or  at  the 
roof  of  the  vagina,  clearly  show  that  the  case  was  not  one  of  pelvic 
abscess,  or  of  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  within  the  folds 
of  the  broad  ligament.  We  thus  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
matter  was  secreted  from  an  abscess  in  the  ovary  due  to  inflam- 
mation excited  in  all  probability  by  the  sudden  suppression  of  the 
menses  which  marked  the  commencement  of  the  })atient's  illness. 

I  do  not  know  that  practically  there  is  very  much  to  gather 
from  the  details  of  a  case  such  as  the  preceding  beyond  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  i'act  that  acute  ovaritis,  ending  in  suppuration,  may 
come  on  without  apparent  cause,  and  that  the  tumor  thus  formed 
nuiy  acquire  a  great  size,  and  may  i)resent  all  the  characters  of  a 
droi)sical  ovary.  As  far  as  treatment  is  concerned,  it  would,  I 
think,  in  the  case  last  related,  have  been  the  wiser  course  to  have 
punctnred  the  tumor  and  have  evacuated  its  contents  soon  after 
the  patient's  admission. 

It  is  not  Irom  tlie  observation  of  cases  such  as  have  hitherto 
been  related,  and  which  are  confessedly  as  rare  in  their  occurrence 
as  they  are  Ibrmidahle  in  thcii-chai'actei-,  that  has  arisen  the  general 
imj)ression  ol"  the  importance  and  the  fre([uency  ol  ovai'ian  m  tlani- 
mation.     The  <iritriti>i  whicli  is  chii'llv  dwelt  on  h\  medical  wriU'rs 
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is  said,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  either  subacute  or  chronic  in  its 
character.  It  is  an  affection  supposed  to  be  capable  of  lasting  for 
many  years  without  leading  to  any  grave  alteration  of  structure, 
though  occasioning  much  functional  disorder,  and  producing  much 
local  sutiering.  Disturbance  of  menstruation  of  various  kinds, 
sterilit}',  and  pain  in  the  abdomen,  more  especially  pain  referred 
to  one  or  other  iliac  region,  are  the  symptoms  commonly  assigned 
to  this  chronic  ovaritis ;  and,  indeed,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
ailments  that  have  been  referred  by  some  observers  to  inflammation 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  ulceration  of  its  orifice,  have  been  attributed 
by  others  equally  confidently  to  chronic  inflammation  of  the  ovary. 

My  own  impression  is,  that  a  larger  share  has  been  assigned  to 
chronic  inflammation  in  the  production  of  these  symptoms  than 
can  be  proved  to  be  really  due  to  it.  In  no  class  of  ailments  is 
pain  so  incorrect  an  index  to  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
morbific  process  which  gives  rise  to  it  as  in  the  disorders  of  the 
sexual  system  of  women.  On  the  one  hand,  diseases  of  the  most 
formidable  character  sometimes  run  their  course  without  the  pro- 
duction of  any  suffering  till  they  reach  a  stage  utterly  beyond 
remedy,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  pains  of  the  severest  kind  recur 
itf  some  instances  for  weeks  or  months,  or  even  for  years,  and  yet 
neither  during  life  nor  after  death  can  any  adequate  explanation 
be  discovered  of  their  occurrence  or  their  persistence.  It  seems, 
indeed,  as  if  the  sorrow  which  women  are  peculiarly  heirs  to  were 
not  confined  to  the  time  of  parturition,  but  as  if  the  sentence  ex- 
tended in  a  measure  to  the  performance  of  all  the  sexual  functions. 
Pregnancy  and  menstruation,  as  well  as  childbearing,  are  very 
generally  times  of  suffering,  and  sexual  intercourse  itself  is  not 
infrequently  attended  or  followed  by  the  same  kind  of  pain  as 
has  been  referred  to  ovarian  inflammation.  Pain  in  the  ovarian 
region  is  a  very  general  attendant  on  prolapse  of  the  womb,  and 
it  suffices  but  to  introduce  the  sound  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
in  order  to  produce,  and  often  with  great  intensity,  pain  referred 
to  the  situation  of  the  ovaries. 

But  while  such  symptoms  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  are  some- 
times as  causelessly  persistent  as  in  others  they  are  causelessly 
evanescent,  the  researches  of  morbid  anatomists  do  not  make  us 
acquainted  with  such  changes  in  the  ovaries  as  can  be  supposed 
to  occasion  them.  "We  often,  indeed,  find  the  evidences  of  circum- 
scribed peritonitis  about  the  ovaries,  but  we  find  them  in  cases 
where  there  have  been  no  symptoms  of  an  urgent  character  during 
life,  often  indeed  where  no  symptom  of  any  kind  has  existed.  But 
with  the  exception  of  those  evidences  of  inflammatory  action  on 
the  serous  surface  of  the  ovaries,  the  signs  of  a  morbid  process, 
too,  which  must  soon  have  run  its  course,  there  are  but  few 
changes  in  those  organs  which  an  examination  after  death  re- 
veals, and  those  limited,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  Graafian  vesicles, 
and  usually  to  a  few  only  of  their  number.  In  many  of  the  in- 
stances, too,  where  such  appearances  are  discovered,  it  has  been 
matter  of  absolute  certainty  that  during  life  all  the  sexual  func- 

25    . 
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tions  were  performed  with  complete  regularity,  and  without  any 
sufl'ering.  I  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  that  almost  all 
the  numerous  ills  of  womanhood  are  due  to  inflammation  of  the 
neck  of  the  womb.  I  can  as  little  see  in  them  the  evidence  of 
ovarian  inflammation,  and  I  believe  that  in  "nineteen  cases  out 
of  twenty  in  which  the  ovarian  regions  are  the  seat  of  deep,  dull, 
aching  pain,  and  appear  tender  and  rather  swollen,  there  is  no 
actual  ovarian  disease  whatever."^  I  cannot  finish  the  sentence 
by  saying  with  the  author  whose  words  I  have  quoted,  that  the 
symptoms  are  almost  invariably  the  result  of  some  uterine  lesion, 
for  1  believe  that  in  many  cases  the  symptoms  are  purely  neuralgic 
in  their  character,  independent  of  any  local  lesion,  and  curable 
less  by  local  treatment  than  by  remedies  addressed  to  the  general 
state  of  the  constitution. 

My  opinions  on  tliis  subject,  indeed,  correspond  very  closely 
with  those  expressed  by  Dr.  Churchill,-  of  Dublin,  who  has  de- 
scribed this  class  of  aflections  as  the  result  of  ovarian  irritation. 
To  this  term,  for  my  own  part,  I  see  no  kind  of  objection,  though, 
if  preferred,  the  simpler  designation  of  ovarian  pain  will  answer 
every  purpose,  and  serve  equally  well  to  impress  upon  your  minds 
the  fact  that  mere  sufl'ering  does  not  of  necessity  imply  either  the 
presence  or  the  previous  existence  of  inflammation.  Pain  is  in 
itself  the  patient's  ailment,  and  this  even  varies  greatly  in  diiferent 
persons,  and  causelessly  and  within  very  short  intervals  in  the 
same  person  both  in  its  character  and  intensity.  It  is  ordinarily 
dull  and  aching,  is  accompanied  b}^  tenderness  in  the  iliac  region, 
in  which  situation  a  degree  of  i'ulness  may  often  be  detected, 
though  careful  percussion  will  discover  that  this  fulness  is  due 
rather  to  the  presence  of  flatus  in  tlie  intestines  than  to  tlie  ex- 
istence of  any  solid  tumor.  Though  this  pain  seldom  subsides 
completely,  it  is  apt  to  be  increased  in  paroxysms;  walking, 
riding,  exertion  of  any  kind,  and  sometimes  even  the  remaining 
for  a  short  time  in  the  erect  posture,  considerably  aggravating  it. 
Menstruation  almost  always  adds  greatly  to  its  severity,  and  sexual 
intercourse  nearly  invariably  increases  it,  sometimes  even  induces 
a  paroxysm  of  great  violence.  Tlie  extent  of  the  pain  is  very  va- 
riable. Always  severest  in  the  situation  of  one  or  other  ovary 
(and  for  some  unexplained  reason  generally  in  the  situation  of  the 
left),  it  is  sometimes  limited  to  that  spot,  but  in  other  cases  ex- 
tends moi-e  or  less  to  all  the  ])elvic  viscera;  ditlicult,  frequent  and 
jtainCul  micturition  are  then  always  exjtericnccd,  and  delecation  is 
likewise  often  attended  or  followed  by  severe  suflering.  AVliile 
pressure  in  the  iliac  region  is  always  painful,  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion sometimes  causes  little  inconvenience.  In  other  cases,  how- 
ever, it  is  pi-oductive  of  pain  which  lasts  for  several  hours,  and 
this  (!vcn  tliough  no  trace  of  disease  may  be  detected.  In  some 
instances,  indeed,  in  which  the  suflering  produced  by  examination 

'   Dr.  II.  H.'iiiK'l,  op.  ri/.,  p.  222. 

'  Dublin  Maliml  Juunuil,  vol.  xii,  August,  1851,  p.  82. 
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was  most  severe,  the  litems  was  smaller  than  natural,  a  condition 
which,  when  coupled  with  the  sterility  of  the  patient,  seemed  to 
indicate  an  imperfect  development  of  the  whole  sexual  system. 
In  those  instances  where  the  patient's  sufferings  were  severest, 
there  were  almost  always  unmistakable  signs  of  the  hysterical 
temperament — often  very  obvious  symptoms  of  hysteria — while 
even  when  this  was  not  the  case,  the  sudden  aggravation  or 
sudden  cessation  of  the  pain  was  sufficiently  characteristic  of  its 
neuralgic  character. 

Though  frequently  independent  of  actual  disease,  pain  such  as 
has  been  described  is  also,  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases,  a  con- 
comitant or  sequela  of  various  uterine  ailments.  Of  course,  when 
disease  of  any  kind  exists,  its  removal  forms  our  first  duty  ;  but 
even  when  this  has  been  effected,  the  pain  often  outlasts  the  cause 
which  first  excited  it ;  or  when  it  seems  to-  have  completely  dis- 
appeared, may  return  during  menstruation,  or  be  rekindled  by  any 
imprudent  exertion,  or  by  sexual  intercourse. 

Just  like  that  backache  which  bears  so  large  a  part  among  the 
minor  ills  of  women,  so  this  ovarian  pain,  wliile  easy  to  mitigate, 
is  very  hard  to  cure.  Leeches  do  not  relieve  it,  or  if  they  give 
any  ease,  it  is  only  for  a  few  hours,  and  the  pain  then  retur?is  as 
severely  as  before.  Blisters  sometimes  afford  ease,  though  not 
often  in  those  cases  where  the  pain  is  most  severe,  while  sometimes 
they  seem  rather  to  aggravate  discomfort  by  the  soreness  of  the 
surface  which  they  occasion.  In  some  instances  I  have  found 
great  comfort  experienced  from  constantly  wearing  a  wet  compress 
on  the  painful  side  of  the  abdomen.  Chloroform  applied  to  the 
side  generally  gives  temporary  relief,  even  when  the  paroxysms 
of  pain  are  most  severe  ;  while  a  piece  of  lint  soaked  in  a  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  chloroform  and  oil,  and  covered  with  a  piece  of 
oiled  silk,  is  an  application  which,  while  in  bed,  the  patient  may 
employ  constantly  with  much  benefit.  The  camphor  liniment, 
with  extract  of  belladonna,  or  the  Linimentum  Belladonnpe  of  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia,  is  another  external  application  which  I  have 
found  advantageous ;  and  when  these  means  have  been  fruitless, 
I  have  employed  the  tincture  of  aconite  with  advantage,  applying 
the  undiluted  tincture  by  means  of  a  brush,  or  laying  a  piece  of 
lint  soaked  in  it  over  the  seat  of  pain. 

These  symptoms  sometimes  wear  themselves  out,  the  pain  by 
degrees  subsiding  as  the  patient's  general  health  improves  ;  but  I 
have  never  been  able  to  trace  the  permanent  cessation  of  suffering 
to  the  unaided  use  of  any  local  measures.  Some  caution,  too,  is 
necessary  in  their  employment,  for  as  with  many  neuralgic  and 
almost  all  hysterical  pains,  so  here  any  kind  of  local  treatment 
which  directs  the  patient's  attention  very  much  to  the  seat  of  her 
sufferings  is  apt  to  defeat  its  own  object,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
evil  instead  of  removino-  it.  Attention  to  the  general  health  must 
always  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  local  treatment — must  indeed,  I 
think,  hold  the  first  place.  It  would  be  useless  to  endeavor  to 
go  into  long  detail  here  with  reference  to  this  subject.     I  will  only 
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observe  tliat  there  are  two  tonics  wliicli  in  cases  of  this  kind 
generally  do  the  most  service.  One  of  them  is  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  which,  when  tolerated  by  the  patient,  does  the  same 
kind  of  good  as  in  other  cases  of  neuralgic  pain,  though  not  so 
certainly,  nor  to  the  same  extent.  The  other  is  the  valerianate 
of  zinc,  to  which  I  generally  have  recourse,  wherever  quinine  is 
contraindicated  or  cannot  be  borne.  I  know  of  but  one  drawback 
from  its  employment,  and  that  is  the  permanent  taste  which  it  is 
apt  to  leave  in  the  mouth,  and  the  unpleasant  eructations  with 
which  patients  are  sometimes  troubled  hours  after  it  has  been 
taken,  though  when  given  in  the  form  of  a  pill  silvered  this  incon- 
venience is  often  avoided.  There  are  indeed  some  cases,  though 
I  believe  their  number  to  be  inconsiderable,  in  which  the  exist- 
ence of  inflammation  of  the  ovaries  is  less  questionable.  The  attack 
in  these  cases  is  usually  definite  in  its  onset,  and  for  the  most 
part  succeeds  either  to  sudden  suppression  of  the  menses,  or 
follows  at  least  .some  considerable  disturbance  of  the  menstrual 
function,  or  occasionally  comes  on  not  very  long  after  a  miscar- 
riage, though  once  or  twice  I  have  met  with  the  aftection  with- 
out being  able  to  assign  any  probable  cause  for  its  occurrence. 
General  febrile  disturbance,  usually  of  no  great  intensity,  and  by 
no  means  invariabl}^  ushered  in  by  shivering,  is  accompanied  by 
pain  referred  to  the  hypogastrium,  or  to  one  or  other  iliac  region, 
and  by  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  which  is  usually  high- 
colored  and  deposits  lithates.  In  the  main,  indeed,  the  symptoms 
are  such  as  attend  an  attack  of  uterine  inflammation,  except  per- 
haps that  they  are  less  severe.  A  vaginal  examination  suffices  to 
show  that  the  uterus  is  not  the  part  affected,  for  though  the  heat 
of  the  vagina  may  be  somewhat  increased,  the  womb  is  neither 
enlarged  nor  tender,  nor  are  its  lips  pufly ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  pressure  against  the  roof  of  the  vagina,  at  one  or  other  side 
of  the  womb,  not  only  produces  considerable  pain,  but  very  often 
detects  the  indistinct  outline  of  tlie  enlarged  ovary.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  the  ovary  may  be  very  clearly  felt,  especially  if,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  it  occupies  the  cul-de-sac  between  the  uterus  and 
rectum,  and  it  may  then  be  much  more  clearly  distinguished  by 
the  finger,  introduced  into  the  bowel  than  by  a  mere  vaginal  ex- 
amination.' The  general  symptoms,  combined  with  the  absence 
of  aftection  of  the  uterus,  and  the  pain  on  pressure  at  its  side, 
suffice  to  point  to  the  ovary  as  the  seat  of  the  patient's  suflbrings. 
"When  the  tumor  can  be  distinguished,  it  may  be  re^cognized  as 
the  ovary  by  its  oval  shape,  its  smooth  surface,  its  elasticity,  a 
certain  degree  of  mobility,  of  which  it  is  found  susceptible,  as 
well  as  by  the  peculiar  sickening  sensation  which  pressure  upon 
it  pi'oduces. 

Thoso  Hyniptoms  for  the  most  part  have  a  sufficiently  active 

'  Dr.  Lowfinlinrdt  wns  tho  first  person  to  drnw  sjiccial  attention,  in  his  Dlagnos- 
iinrh-prdhliKrlii'.  Al)liiintllii7t(ien,  &c.,  8vo.,  Prcn/.liiii,  IHMr),  |).  207,  to  tiioso  cases  of 
ovarian  inflarnniation,  und  to  the  value  of  examination  per  rectum  as  a  means  of 
diagnottib. 
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cliaracter  to  enforce  the  patient's  attention,  while  the  employment 
of  local  leeching,  of  the  tepid  hip-bath,  the  use  of  anodyne  and 
mild  antiphlogistic  remedies,  and  the  observance  of  absolute  rest 
— the  same  remedies,  in  short,  as  would  be  applicable  in  cases  of 
inflammation  of  the  uterus  itself — generally  suffice  for  their  re- 
moval in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

Some  exceptional  cases  are,  however,  occasionally  met  with,  in 
which,  in  a  somewhat  mitigated  form,  the  above-mentioned  sjaiip- 
toms  continue  for  months  or  years,  and  are  found  to  be  associated 
with  the  presence  of  the  enlarged  and  congested  ovary  in  the  cul- 
de-sac  between  the  uterus  and  rectum.  The  late  Dr.  Rigby^  was, 
I  believe,  the  first  person  who  drew  attention  to  this  condition 
under  the  name  of  displacement  of  the  ovary ^  and  the  cases  of  it 
which  have  come  under  my  notice  bear  out  the  accuracy  of  his 
description ;  except  that  I  have  not  observed  the  paroxysms  of 
pain  to  have  anything  like  that  intensity  which  they  assumed  in 
some  of  his  cases. 

The  condition  seems  to  be  one  of  considerable  rarity,  for  I  have 
a  record  of  but  four  instances  of  its  occurrence,  though  I  have  seen 
a  few  other  cases  of  which  I  have  failed  to  preserve  an  account. 
The  patients  in  all  my  cases  were  married  women,  of  whom  the 
eldest  was  thirty-two,  the  youngest  twenty-three  years  of  age ;  but 
Dr.  Rigby  relates  an  instance  in  which  he  met  with  the  condition 
in  an  unmarried  girl  only  eighteen  years  old.  Two  of  my  patients 
were  sterile;  the  other  two  had  given  birth  to  children,  and  both 
of  these  latter  dated  their  symptoms  from  their  last  delivery.  In 
all  of  them  the  severe  pain  attendant  upon  sexual  intercourse  had 
by  degrees  compelled  its  discontinuance,  and  had  much  to  do  with 
the  application  of  the  patients  for  medical  aid.  Besides  this,  how- 
ever, there  were  complaints  of  pain  referred  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  though  severest  on  one  side,  aggravated  by  exer- 
tion, by  menstruation,  often  induced  with  great  intensity  by  defe- 
cation, and  generally  being  severer  at  night  than  in  the  daytime, 
thus  preventing  sleep,  or  causing  the  rest  to  be  very  disturbed.  In 
one  patient  menstruation  was  natural,  except  that  it  was  attended 
by  unwonted  suffering;  but  in  the  other  three  the  discharge  was 
both  excessive  in  quantity,  and  anticipated  the  proper  period  of 
its  return.  Pressure  in  one  iliac  region  always  aggravated  the 
pain ;  but  the  paroxysms  of  suffering  which  were  every  now  and 
then  superadded  to  the  abiding  discomfort,  and  which  were  at- 
tended by  a  sense  of  darting  and  shooting  referred  to  the  womb, 
lasting  sometimes  for  several  hours,  came  on  without  any  assign- 
able cause. 

These  symptoms  were  present  with  considerable  uniformity  in 
all  the  cases,  and  in  all,  on  an  examination  per  vaginam,  there  was 
found  behind,  and  rather  to  one  side  of  the  uterus,  or  else  quite 
in  the  cul-de-sac  between  the  uterus  and  -rectum,  an  oval  bod}^, 
slightly  movable,  elastic,  intensely  tender  to  the  touch,  and  im- 

1  Medical  Times,  July  6,  1850. 
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mediately  recognized  by  the  patient  as  tlie  point  whence  all  her 
sufferings  proceeded. 

In  all  of  these  cases,  rest,  abstinence  from  sexual  intercourse, 
and  the- application  per  vaginam  of  leeches  to  the  neighborhood 
of  the  painful  part,  were  followed  by  the  gradual  cessation  of 
suffering,  the  diminution  in  size  of  the  swollen  ovary,  and  the 
almost  complete  removal  of  the  tenderness.  In  no  instance,  how- 
ever, was  there  any  such  disappearance  of  the  tumor  felt  through 
the  roof  of  the  vagina  as  to  suggest  the  idea  that  the  main  element 
in  the  production  of  the  patient's  illness  had  been  the  displace- 
ment of  the  organ,  or  that  tlie  improvement  in  her  condition  was 
attributable  to  the  ovary  having  regained  its  natural  position. 

My  own  impression  is,  that  cases  of  this  kind  are  to  be  regarded 
as  instances  of  a  chronic  congestion  of  tlie  ovary  and  slow  increase 
of  its  size,  rather  than  as  illustrations  of  any  mere  change  in  the 
position  of  the  organ.  The  enlarged  ovary  almost  always  descends 
in  the  pelvis,  and  in  the  early  stage  of  ovarian  dropsy  the  organ 
may  often  be  felt  per  vaginam  at  a  time  when  no  tumor  is  per- 
ceptible in  the  abdomen.  But  though  the  organ  may  by  growth 
thus  apparently  change  its  situation,  and  though  besides  its  liga- 
ment elongates  readily  enough,  as  we  see  in  cases  where  the  ovarian 
cyst  has  already  ascended  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  we  should 
yet,  I  think,  be  in  error  if  we  fancied  the  organ  so  loosely  tethered 
in  its  place  that  without  any  other  alteration  it  could  fall  down 
into  the  cul-de-sac  between  the  vagina  and  rectum,  and  be  made 
to  resume  its  proper  position  merely  by  the  patient  placing  her- 
self in  a  prone  posture.  The  persistent  swelling,  which  in  my 
cases  remained  perceptible,  although  its  size  was  reduced  by  treat- 
ment, would  seem  to  me  to  indicate  that  inflammation  had  affected 
the  peritoneal  surface  of  the  ovary,  and  tied  it  down  behind  the 
womb  just  as  in  some  of  the  cases  which  I  referred  to  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Lecture.  The  subsidence  of  the  inflammation 
was  followed  by  diminution  of  the  enlarged  ovary,  by  lessening 
of  its  exaggerated  sensibility,  but  not  by  its  return  to  its  previous 
position.  I  imagine,  too,  that  whatever  relief  a  patient  may  ex- 
perience in  these  cases  from  assuming  a  prone  position  may  fairly 
be  referred  to  the  removal  from  the  congested  and  tender  ovary 
of  the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  intestines,  to  which,  either 
in  the  sitting  or  in  the  recumbent  posture,  it  is  subjected.^ 

^  There  are  two  conditions  wliich  I  do  not  like  to  psiss  over  entirely  without 
notice,  thoujjjh  neither  of  them  has  come  under  my  own  ohservation.  One  of  them 
is  Hernia  of  Iha  Ovary,  of  which  the  best  account  is  still  that  ^iven  hy  Deneux,  in 
his  Recherclies  sur  la  IJernie  de  1,'Onnrie,  8vo.,  Paris,  1813,  who  luis  there  collected 
the  particulars  of  all  cases  recorded  down  to  the  time  of  the  jiubiiention  of  his 
essay.  The  com])il(!i's  of  the  Jiihliof/if'gxe  (hi  Mrdrxui-PralicJoi ;  Maliidirs  ifrs 
Femmes,  vol.  i,  p.  043,  have  a  lonti;  article  on  the  subject,  for  which,  however,  they 
are  cliielly  indeljted  to  Deneux  ;  while  Meissner's  laborious  work,  vol.  ii,  p.  li-10, 
contains  additional  reAirences  to  casiis  of  ovarian  displacements. 

The  other  aU'eetion  is  cmc!  for  our  knowledf^c;  of  which  we  are  entirely  indebted 
to  M.  Iluf^uier,  who  describes  in  the  Memoires  dc  la  Socie/6  de  C/iiritri/ie,  vol.  i,  1847, 
p.  2'.)'),  ScroHH  Ci/s/.H (t\i  the  (!Xt<'rior  of  tlie  uterus.  In  the  lecture  on  Cancer,  p.  1.'84, 
I  described  prudiietioiis  of  a  similar   kind  wliieli  had  ijccu.-.i(inally  ct)me  under  my 
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LECTURE    XXV, 

OVAEIAN  TUMOES  AND  DROPSY. 

Special  disposition  to  formation  of  cystic  growths  in  the  ovary. 

Varieties  of  cysts — the  simple  cysts;  cysts  of  the  Wolffian  bodies;  cysts  truly 

ovarian  :  their  relation  to  dropsy  of  the  Graafian  vesicles  ;  their  structure  and 

contents  ;  modification  of  their  form  when  several  are  present.     Questions  as 

to  their  cause. 
Compound,    or   proliferous   cysts:    possible   development   from   simple   cysts. 

Structure  and  contents  of  compound  cysts,  and  of  cystosarcomatous  growths. 
Alveolar  or  colloid  growths  of  the  ovary. 

Cutaneous  or  fat  cysts:  their  peculiarities  of  structure  and  their  contents. 
Comparative  frequency  of  affection  of  one  or  both  ovaries,  and  of  different  forms 

of  ovarian  tumor. 

I  HAVE  had  occasion  in  the  course  of  these  Lectures  to  make  v 
frequent  incidental  reference  to  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  as 
an  attendant  upon  various  ailments  of  the  sexual  system ;  the 
consequence  and  one  of  the  signs  of  their  presence.  To-day,  how- 
ever, we  are  about  to  enter  on  the  examination  of  a  class  of  dis- 
eases whose  most  important  and  most  frequent  characteristic  is, 
that  they  bring  with  them  enlargement  of  the  abdomen, — tliat  this 
is  often  the  first  symptom  of  their  existence,  and  that  to  it  is  due 
no  small  share  of  the  patient's  sufferings. 

But,  while  they  have  this  one  symptom  in  common,  Tumors  of 
the  Ovaries  differ  most  widely  in  all  other  respects.  They  occur  in 
the  young  and  the  aged,  in  the  single  and  in  the  married,  in  the 
sterile  and  in  women  who  have  given  birth  to  many  children. 

own  notice,  though  their  relation  appeared  to  be  somewhat  difi'erent  from  those  of 
the  cysts  of  which  M.  Huguier  speaks.  According  to  him,  they  are  sometimes 
developed  immediately  beneath  the  peritoneum  ;  at  other  times  in  the  sub-peritoneal 
cellular  tissue;  or,  lastly,  are  subjacent  to  that  layer  of  fibro-cellular  tissue  which 
connects  the  serous  investment  of  the  uterus  with  the  substance  of  the  organ. 
Their  most  frequent  seat  seems  to  be  the  posterior  surface  of  the  uterus,  since  they 
-were  found  occupying  that  position  in  seven  out  of  thirteen  cases,  while  they  were 
situated  only  four  times  on  its  anterior  wall,  and  twice  on  its  fundus.  Though 
generally  sessile,  they  are  now  and  then  connected  with  the  uterus  by  a  narrow 
neck,  which  sometimes  has  shrunk  to  a  slender  pedicle  of  cellular  tissue.  Their 
size  varies  from  tliat  of  a  millet-seed  to  the  bigness  of  an  egg,  or  even  of  an  orange  ; 
and  the  larger  cysts  might,  especially  if  pediculated,  be  readily  taken  for  cysts  of 
the  ovary.  The  diagnosis  between  the  two  would  seem,  indeed,  to  be  scarcely 
possible,  though  no  practical  evil  would  arise  from  an  error.  M.  Huguier  connects 
their  occurrence  with  previous  attacks  of  uterine  congestion,  or  of  peritoneal  in- 
flammation; accidents,  however,  which  are  so  common  in  comparison  with  the 
cysts  to  which  they  are  supposed  to  give  rise,  that  their  influence  must,  I  think,  be 
regarded  as  very  doubtful.  The  symptoms  which  they  produce,  judging  from  the 
two  cases  in  which  they  were  discovered  during  the  patient's  life,  would  appear  to 
be  entirely  mechanical,  and  to  result  from  their  pressure  on  adjacent  organs.  In 
one  instance  the  cyst  was  punctured  per  vaginam;  about  ;^ij  of  transparent  serum 
were  evacuated,  and  the  cyst-wall  was  lightlj'  toucherd  with  the  nitrate  of  silver. 
The  fluid  did  not  re-collect,  and  no  serious  symptom  followed  the  puncture. 

The  chief  importance  of  these  cysts  is,  perhaps,  from  their  introducing  a  new 
element  of  uncertainty  into  the  diagnosis'  of  ovarian  tumor  in  an  early  stage. 
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They  are  formed  sometimes  by  simple  cysts  containing  serous 
fluid,  at  other  times  they  are  composed  of  solid  matter,  while  in 
very  many  instances  their  structure  is  identical  with  that  of  growths 
which  morbid  anatomists  have  unanimously  designated  malignant. 
Their  rate  of  increase  is  sometimes  quick,  at  other  times  slow,  and 
the  disease  which  had  seemed  in  course  of  rapid  development 
becomes  occasionally  stationary,  and  so  remains  for  months  or 
years ;  while  now  and  then  nature  herself  interferes,  and,  excel- 
ling all  that  the  most  skilful  physician  could  do,  completely  takes 
away  the  ill  which  medicine  is  usually  impotent  to  cure.  Their 
diagnosis,  in  some  cases  most  easy,  is  in  others  attended  by  extreme 
difficulty ;  and  yet  there  are  scarcely  an}'  ailments  in  which  so  much 
is  involved  in  a  right  decision.  The  determination  that  the  sup- 
posed disease  is  in  reality  due  to  the  existence  of  pregnancy,  or 
that  the  suspected  pregnancy  is  but  the  evidence  of  disease,  often 
has  moral  consequences  which  touch  more  nearly  the  profoundest 
sources  of  human  happiness  or  misery  than  anj  which  would  follow 
the  mere  assurance,  though  never  so  positive,  of  coming  health,  or 
the  admission  that  the  future  has  no  other  prospect  than  that  of  a 
lingering  and  painful  death.  The  prognosis  to  be  formed,  and  the 
treatment  to  be  adopted,  bring  with  them,  too,  their  own  peculiar 
difficulties.  Recover}^,  when  there  seemed  small  ground  for  hope ; 
death,  wdien  little  had  appeared  to  call  for  apprehension;  medical 
treatment  rejected  because  it  has  been  proved  inefficacious;  surgi- 
cal proceedings  shrunk  from  because  they  are  known  to  be  hazard- 
ous; additional  facts  scarcely  seeming  to  widen  our  experience,  or 
serving  only  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  some  loudl}-  vaunted  plan  of 
cure  :  such  are  the  uncertainties,  and  such  the  difficulties  that 
meet  us  when  we  propose  to  ourselves  the  inquiry — What  shall 
we  do  ?  In  short,  there  are  no  diseases  whose  pathology  is  more 
imperfect,  whose  symptoms  are  more  fluctuating,  whose  diagnosis 
is  more  obscure,  or  whose  treatment  is  founded  on  more  uncertain 
data  than  those  very  diseases  of  the  ovaries  which  are  yet  so  im- 
portant, and  to  whose  study  I  must  now  call  your  most  patient 
attention. 

In  each  of  the  difl'erent  organs  of  the  body  we  find  a  disposition 
more  or  less  marked  to  diseased  formation  similar  to  its  own  proper 
healthy  structure.  This  peculiarity  is  observable  in  tumors  of  bone, 
of  muscle,  of  nerve,  or  of  fibrous  tissue,  and  even  in  the  case  of 
those  formations  which,  from  their  non-identity  with  healthy 
structures,  have  received  the  name  of  heterologous,  something  of 
the  same  disposition  is  still  perceptible.  Thus  the  cancerous 
tumor  of  bone,  while  interfering  with  and  destroying  the  structure 
of  the  part  in  which  it  is  formed,  is  yet  itself  built  up  upon  a 
bony  skeleton  or  fabric;  and  I  have  already  pointed  out  to  you 
how,  even  in  cancer  of  the  womb,  the  bulk  ol'the  organ  is  increased, 
not  merely  by  the  morbid  deposit  in  its  substance,  but  also  by  the 
develo[)ment  of  its  natural  structure. 

It  is  in  accordance  with  this  law  that,  in  the  ovary  esjtocially 
(as  to  a  less  degree  in  all  glandular  o]-gans,  such  as  the  thyroid 
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body,  the  testicle,  and  the  mamma),  there  exists  a  peculiar  liability 
to  cyst-formation  ;  and  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  all  ovarian 
tumors  are  eyBtie  groivths. 

Yevj  various  classifications  of  ovarian  cysts  have  been  proposed 
according  as  they  have  been  regarded  simply  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  or  as  the  minuter  difierences  in  their  anatomical  structure 
have  also  been  taken  into  consideration.  It  is,  however,  so  desir- 
able to  avoid  multiplied  divisions  and  subdivisions,  that  I  propose 
to  conform  to  the  arrangement  adopted  by  Mr.  Paget,^  and  to 
speak  first  of  Simple  or  Barren  Cysts,  and  secondly,  of  Com- 
pound or  Proliferous  Cysts.  This  arrangement,  too,  wall,  I  think, 
be  found  not  simply  anatomically  correct,  but  also  practically 
convenient. 

The  first  kind  of  Simple  Cyst  is  one  which,  though  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  ovary,  is,  strictly  speaking,  not  connected 
with  it ;  but  which  I  mention  here  because  until  comparatively 
recently  its  nature  was  misapprehended,  and  erroneous  conclu- 
sions, based  on  this  misapprehension,  have  been  applied  to  real 
ovarian  cysts. 

In  examining  the  bodies  of  female  infants,  and  less  often  of 
female  adults,  we  may  sometimes  notice  hanging  from  the  under 
surface  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  nearer  to  its  fimbriated  than  to  its 
uterine  extremity,  small  delicate  cysts,  varying  in  size  from  the 
bigness  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  cherry,  furnished  with  a  slender  pedicle 
from  one  to  three  inches  in  length,  and  containing  a  transparent, 
serous,  or  slightly  gelatinous  fluid.  ISTow  and  then  a  similar  cyst 
may  be  seen  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the  Fallopian  tube,  with 
the  exception  of  being  sessile  instead  of  pediculated.  Sometimes, 
too,  a  cyst  of  larger  size  may  be  observed  within  the  folds  of  the 
broad  ligament  situated  between  the  ovary  and  the  Fallopian  tube, 
but  obviously  not  originating  in  either;  and  the  cysts  of  this  latter 
kind,  unlike  the  others,  are  observed  in  the  grown  subject.  The 
difference  of  their  seat  seems  to  be  the  only  point  of  dissimilarity 
between  them,  for  the  wall  of  both  is  composed  of  a  thin,  structure- 
less membrane,  incapable  of  division  into  layers,  often,  though  by 
no  means  constantly,  furnished  with  a  lining  of  nucleated  epithe- 
lium ;  while  their  contents,  though  usually  serous  and  colorless, 
are  sometimes  reddish  and  gelatinous. 

The  delicacy  of  the  cyst-wall,  the  absence  of  any  support,  and 
the  slenderness  of  its  foot-stalk,  are  doubtless,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested by  M.  Yerneuil,^  the  reasons  why  the  pendent  variety  of 
cyst  is  seldom  met  with  after  early  infancy,  while  the  support 
which  the  peritoneum  on  either  side  furnishes  to  the  sessile  cyst 

1  Surgical  Pathology,  vol.  ii,  p.  26. 

2  By  far  the  best  account  of  these  cysts,  which  contains  also  a  notice  of  the  ob- 
servations of  previous  writers,  is  that  of  Dr.  Verneuil,  Recherches  sur  les  Kyatcs  de 
VOrgane  de  Wolff,  Memoires  de  la  Socieie  de  Chirurgie,  1854,  vol.  iv,  p.  58.  Virchow, 
who  gives  {Die  Krankhaften  Geschvmlsie,  vol.  i,  p.  262)  an  account  of  these  small 
cysts,  demurs  to  the  correctness  of  this  hypothesis,  and  believes  them  to  be  usually, 
if  not  invariably,  new  formations. 
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which  is  situated  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  allows 
of  its  readier  enlargement  and  of  its  attainment  of  a  greater  size. 
An  examination  of  the  pedicle  of  those  cysts  which  hang  from  the 
Fallopian  tube  furnishes  the  clue  to  the  understanding  of  the  real 
nature  of  these  growths.  This  pedicle  is  often  found  to  be  hollow, 
though  in  the  course  of  its  gradual  elongation  and  attenuation  it 
becomes  converted  into  a  slender  cord.  The  canal,  however,  some- 
times even  communicating  with  the  cyst,  points  to  its  origin  in  the 
dilatation  of  one  of  the  small  ea^cal  tabes  which  make  up  the 
WoliSan  bodies  in  the  foetus,  and  the  slight  remains  of  which, 
difficultly  discernible  in  the  adult,  have  received  from  their  de- 
scriber  the  name  of  the  Corpus  Rosenmiilleri. 

The  size  of  an  egg,  an  apple,  or  an  orange,  is  the  greatest  magni- 
tude to  which  these  cysts  have  yet  been  proved  to  attain;  and  the 
pendent  cysts  very  rarely  indeed  reach  dimensions  sufficient  to 
make  them  recognizable  during  life.  With  the  exception,  too,  of 
the  giving  wa}^  of  the  pedicle  of  the  pendent  cysts,  and  the  prob- 
able rupture  of  the  delicate  walls  of  both  kinds  of  these  growths, 
there  are  no  changes  which  have  been  observed  to  take  place  in 
them ;  and  in  no  instance  has  cyst  formation  occurred  in  their 
walls  or  into  their  cavity,  though  several  distinct  cysts,  especially 
of  the  pediculated  kind,  are  b}^  no  means  infrequently  seen  in  the 
same  subject. 

Before  proceeding  to  examine  the  other  and  more  important 
cysts  which  really  spring  from  the  ovary  itself,  we  must  for  a 
moment  notice  a  circumstance  which  has  given  to  these  cysts  of 
the  broad  ligament,  as  they  have  generally  been  termed,  a  greater 
pathological  value  than  really  attaches  to  them.  It  has  been  very 
customary  for  medical  men,  whenever  they  met  with  a  simple  cyst 
tolerably  movable,  and  of  moderate  size,  to  assume  that  such  a  cyst 
was  not  ovarian,  and  to  console  their  patients  with  the  assurance 
that  it  is  a  less  serious  disease,  and  one  much  less  likely  to  in- 
crease. Now,  while  it  is  of  great  moment  to  give  to  our  patients 
every  legitimate  comfort,  and  to  encourage  all  reasonable  hope,  it 
is  yet  no  less  important,  in  the  interests  alike  of  science  a)id  of 
humanity,  that  we  should  not  make  large  promises  or  give  posi- 
tive assurances  without  adequate  grounds.  A  visit  to  any  of  the 
large  museums  of  this  metropolis  will  suffice  to  convince  anyone 
that  cysts  of  the  Wolffian  bodies  of  size  sufficient  to  be  distin- 
guishable during  life  are  of  ver}-  great  rarity,  while  the  same  evi- 
dence will  also  i)rove  that  for'such  cysts  to  exceed  the  dimensions 
of  an  apple  is  rarer  still.  Whenever  then  a  tumor  is  discovored 
in  the  abdomen  which  has  attained  a  greater  size  than  that  of  the 
doulded  fist,  that  circumstance  may  be  taken  as  in  itself  affording 
almost  conclusive  ])roof  that  the  cyst  is  not  extra-ovarian,  nor  of 
tliJit  kind  concerning  whit^h  it  can  be  foretold  that  its  tendency 
will  b(!  to  remain  stationary,  rather  than  to  increase  in  size. 

1  >iit  we  niay  now  jiass  to  the  sfutly  of  those  various  kinds  of 
ri/nlH  and  tri/xtoid  fp-oivfhs  whi(;h  have  their  orixjin  in  tJie  oiurri/  iUclf. 

The  simjAest  of  these,  the  least  dangerous — I  fear,  however,  by 
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no  means  the  most  frequent — are  those  which  are  produced  by 
the  dropsy^  or  over-distension  with  fluid,  of  one  or  more  Crraafimi 
vesicles. 

The  structure  of  these  simple  ovarian  cysts  plainly  indicates 
their  origin.  They  are  furnished  with  three  coats:  the  first,  the 
peritoneal  investment  of  the  ovary ;  the  next,  the  capsule  of  the 
organ,  on  whose  surface  ramify  the  vessels  that  supply  it ;  and  the 
third,  the  wall  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  itself,  which  is  usually  much 
thickened,  generally  divisible  into  several  layers,  and  has  a  lining 
of  tessellated  epithelium.  This  laminated  structure  of  the  ovarian 
cyst  is,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  not  without  its  practical  import- 
ance, inasmuch  as  it  sometimes  increases  the  difiiculties  of  the 
operator,  who  cannot,  if  adhesion  exist,  always  distinguish  read- 
ily whether  his  finger  is  breaking  down  the  connections  between 
the  enlarged  ovary  and  the  peritoneum,  or  whether  it  is  separating 
the  layers  of  the  cyst- wall. 

The  surface  of  these  cysts  is  generally  white  and  glistening,  and 
their  interior  smooth  and  polished ;  sometimes  of  a  dead  white 
color,  or  even  of  a  mother-of-pearl  lustre ;  unless  the  growth  has 
been  the  seat  of  inflammation,  when  it  will  in  many  parts  be  dull, 
roughened  on  its  interior  by  old  deposits  of  lymph,  and  its  walls 
will  be  found  to  present  various  degrees  of  firmness,  density,  and 
thickness.  Even  independently  of  previous  inflammation  the 
thickness  of  the  cyst-wall  often  varies  at  difterent  parts,  and  is 
by  no  means  most  considerable  in  all  cases  close  to  the  pedicle  of 
the  growth. 

The  vessels  of  these,  as  indeed  of  all  ovarian  cysts,  are  usually 
of  considerable  size  ;  while  their  distribution  is  uncertain  beyond 
the  fact  that  all  converge  towards  the  pedicle  of  the  C3'st.  They 
almost  all  present  a  venous  character,  or,  as  Cruveilhier  aptly 
says,  in  describing  the  structure  of  a  large  ovarian  cyst,^  "They 
are  venous  sinuses  analogous  to  those  of  the  dura  mater,"  and, 
ramifying  immediately  beneath  the  peritoneum,  their  delicate 
outer  wall  seems  wholly  formed  by  that  membrane.  The  large 
size  of  these  superficial  veins  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  as  an  occa- 
sional souyce  of  danger  in  tapping ;  while  their  convergence 
towards  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor  constitutes  one  of  the  principal 
objections  to  the  operation  of  tapping  per  vaginam.  The  branches 
which  pass  from  these  trunks  towards  the  interior  of  the  cyst,  and 
which  ramify,  sometimes  very  abundantly,  on  its  inner  wall,  are 
small  in  size,  but  still  retain  their  venous  character,  and  this  pre- 
ponderance of  the  venous  over  the  arterial  system  is  the  great 
peculiarity  of  the  vascular  supply  of  these  growths. 

Be  their  size  what  it  may  (and  this  is  liable  to  very  wide  varia- 
tions; for  while  sometimes  no  larger  than  a  pea,  they  contain  in 
other  cases  a  gallon  or  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  fluid)  their  contents 
are  usually  of  the  same  description — namely,  serum,  often  of  a 
rather  low  specific  gravity,  and  very  seldom  exceeding  1020,  highly 

1  Anaiomie  PatJiologi.que  Generale,  8vo.,  Paris,  1856,  vol.  iii,  p.  408. 
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albuminous,  of  a  sliglitly  greenish  color,  and  though  generally  trans- 
parent, yet  occasionally  more  or  less  stained  with  blood.  Some- 
times, indeed,  the  fluid  contains  a  large  admixture  of  pus,  and  now 
and  then  presents  characters  but  little  distinguishable  from  those 
of  healthy  matter.  This,  too,  may  be  the  case  even  when  few  local 
symptoms  of  inflammation  have  been  present,  so  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  foretell  with  any  certainty  the  nature  of  the  fluid 
which  even  a  simple  ovarian  cyst  may  be  found  to  contain  ;  or  to 
infer  the  absence  of  inflammation  from  the  absence  of  pain.  The 
circumstance  which  imparts  to  this  fact  its  practical  importance 
is  that  inflammation  of  the  interior  of  the  cyst  is  in  very  many 
instances  accompanied  by  inflammation  of  its  peritoneal  surface, 
of  extent  and  intensity  suflicient  to  produce  very  considerable  ad- 
hesions with  adjacent  viscera,  while  even  this  peritonitis  may  give 
rise  to  no  severe  pain.  The  feasibility  of  various  surgical  proceed- 
ings for  the  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy  depends  to  a  great  degree  on 
the  absence  of  adhesions.  The  want  of  any  certain  means  by 
which  to  determine  their  presence  or  absence  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  all  operations  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  diseased  ovaries. 

I  have  described  this  affection  hitherto  as  it  presents  itself  to 
our  notice  when  confined  to  a  single  Graafian  vesicle.  It  is,  how- 
ever, seldom  that  the  disease  is  so  strictly  limited,  but  usually 
other  vesicles,  sometimes  in  both  ovaries,  show  a  disposition  to 
the  same  dropsical  condition.  Not  infrequently,  too,  we  meet 
with  cases  in  which  the  affection  of  several  vesicles  has  appeared 
to  have  commenced  simultaneously,  all  being  equally  enlarged ; 
and  the  ovary  containing  as  many  perhaps  as  ten  or  fifteen  small 
cysts  no  bigger  possibly  than  a  large  pea.  As  these  cysts  increase 
in  size,  they  lose  b}'  their  mutual  pressure  the  regularl}-  globular 
form  which  at  first  they  present,  becoming  flattened,  or  somewhat 
wedge-shaped,  with  their  broader  end  outwards.  When,  however, 
the  ovarj^  has  attained  to  dimensions  greater  than  those  of  an  un- 
shelled  walnut,  or  of  an  egg,  the  development  of  one  or  two  of  the 
cysts  generally  goes  on  at  the  expense  of  the  others,  and  a  multi- 
locular  tumor  is  thus  produced,  made  up  of  a  number  of  simple 
cysts,  of  very  various  sizes,  from  tliat  of  the  adult  head  to  that  of 
an  apple  or  an  orange.  The  contents  of  these  cysts,  too,  may  vary 
as  much  as  their  size,  for  while  some  arc  filled  with  transparent 
scrum,  others  may  contain  fluid  deeply  tinged  with  blood,  and 
others  again  a  sero-purulcnt  secretion,  according  as  hemorrhage 
or  inflammation  has  occuri-ed  in  one  and  has  not  occurred  in  an- 
other, even  tliough  immediately  adjacent.  These  varieties  in  the 
Rame  tumor  have  sometimes  given  occasion  to  the  opinion  that  a 
growtli  is  a  compound  cyst,  when  in  reality  it  is  only  an  aggrega- 
tion of  Kiin[)le  cysts  in  which  morbid  ])i-()cesses  of  various  kinds 
have  been  going  on.  It  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  occurrence, 
too,  with  tumors  of  this  description,  for  their  pressure  on  each 
other  to  [)rodiicc  absorption  ol'the  dividing  septa,  and  lor  a  multi- 
locular  tumor  to  be  thus  in  the  coarse  of  time  converted  into  a 
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single  cyst.  The  openings  of  communication  between  the  dif- 
ferent C3'sts  are  usually  of  a  circular  form,  with  smooth  edges,  as 
if  a  portion  of  the  wall  had  been  removed  by  some  cutting  instru- 
ment, and  while  small  at  first,  the  advance  of  the  process  of  ab- 
sorption by  degrees  enlarges  them ;  till  at  length  a  slight  irregu- 
larity in  the  external  contour  of  the  tumor  remains  as  the  only 
evidence  of  its  original  structure.  The  circumstances  that  regulate 
the  process  are,  however,  by  no  means  clearly  understood;  for 
while  the  absorption  of  the  septa  sometimes  takes  place  at  a  time 
when  none  of  the  cysts  are  larger  than  a  marble,  it  is  far  from 
unusual  to  find  the  partitions  still  entire  when  some  of  the  cj^sts 
have  reached  the  size  of  the  adult  head,  or  have  even  attained 
still  larger  dimensions. 

It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  dropsical  enlargement  of  the 
Graafian  vesicles  is  by  no  means  the  only  source  whence  simple 
ovarian  cysts  may  be  produced.  There  can  indeed  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  development  of  cysts  may  go  on  in  the  ovary  just  as  it 
does  sometimes  in  the  kidney,  not  by  any  enlargement  of  pre- 
existing cavities,  but  by  a  process  which  is  one  of  new  formation 
from  the  very  beginning.  Still  the  whole  tendency  of  pathological 
research  is  to  increase  the  number  of  instances  in  which  cysts  are 
formed  by  the  enlargement  of  pre-existing  cavities ;  and  besides, 
the  question  has  been  set  at  rest  as  far  as  the  occasional  production 
of  ovarian  dropsy  from  enlarged  Graafian  vesicles  is  concerned  by 
Eokitansky's  discovery  of  the  ovule  within  the  cyst  in  a  case  of 
incipient  cystic  disease  of  the  ovary.^ 

The  precise  mode  in  which  the  dropsical  condition  of  the  vesicles 
is  produced,  is  indeed,  and  probably  will  always  remain,  to  a  great 
degree  unknown.  It  seems,  however,  to  be  very  likely  that  in 
some  cases  at  least  a  state  of  congestion  of  the  vesicle,  and  hemor- 
rhage into  its  cavity,  are  the  first  steps  towards  the  production  of 
the  subsequent  effusion.  In  the  museum  of  Guy's  Hospital,  to 
which  I  was  most  courteously  admitted,  are  a  series  of  prepara- 
tions which  appear  to  illustrate  this  mode  of  origin  of  ovarian 
dropsy.  In  some  of  them  a  clot  alone  is  seen  within  the  vesicle ; 
in  others  the  clot  occupies  only  a  portion  of  the  cyst,  adhering  to 
its  wall  by  a  sort  of  pedicle,  while  the  remainder  of  the  cavity  is 
occupied  by  a  serous  fluid ;  the  relative  proportions  of  the  clot  and 
the  fluid  varying  much  in  different  specimens.  Kow,  just  as 
hemorrhage  into  the  sac  of  the  arachnoid  is  followed  in  many  in- 

1  Wiener  Wochenhlatt,  1855,  No.  1,  as  qvioted  by  Scanzoni,  Lehrbuch  der  Krank- 
heiten  der  Weiblichen  Sexual  Organe,  8vo.,  Wien,  1857,  p.  354.  See  also  Virchow, 
Die  KrankJujJten  Geschwiilste,  vol.  i,  p.  259.  The  question  is  one  of  so  much 
moment  with  reference  to  the  prognosis  of  ovarian  dropsy,  and  the  opinion  of  so 
high  an  authority  as  Dr.  Bright  (see  &uy's  Hosjntal  Reports,  vol.  iii,  1838,  pp.  181 
and  193)  is  so  decidedly  unfavorable,  that  one  rejoices  at  obtaining  any  evidence 
which  enables  us  to  soften  the  very  dark  hues  of  the  pic^ture  which  he  has  drawn. 
"  This  case,"  says  he,  loc.  cii.,  p.  193,  "  adds  to  the  doubt  I  have  already  expressed 
of  having  met  with  any  very  distinct  case  of  dropsical  accumulation  in  the  Graa- 
fian vesicles,  as  distinguished  from  the  disease  which  runs  into  the  malignant 
ovarian  tumor." 
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stances  by  the  subsequent  effusion  of  serum  so  far  exceeding  in 
quantity  that  of  the  blood  o'riginally  extrayasated,  as  to  produce 
one  form  of  chronic  hydrocephalus,  so  there  can  be  no  reason  for 
doubtinsr  but  that  hemorrhage  into  the  sac  of  a  Graafian  vesicle 
may  in  like  manner  be  followed  by  a  similar  hypersecretion, 

A  theor}',  indeed,  has  been  propounded,  the  very  opposite  of 
this,  by  Professor  Scanzoui,^  vi^ho  suggests  that  the  dro^Dsical  con- 
dition of  the  Graafian  vesicle  may  be  due  to  the  flow  of  blood  to 
the  ovary  at  a  menstrual  period  having  been  insufficient  to  produce 
the  rupture  of  the  sac  and  the  escape  of  an  ovule,  but  sufficient 
only  to  occasion  a  certain  degree  of  congestion,  terminating  in  an 
increased  effusion  of  fluid  into  its  cavity.  This  theory  is  based 
chiefly  on  the  alleged  frequency  of  amenorrhoea,  or  of  scanty  men- 
struation, as  a  precursor  of  ovarian  dropsy;  an  allegation  w^hich, 
as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  is  scarcely  substantiated. 

I  know  of  no  other  facts,  nor  of  any  other  plausible  theory 
bearing  on  the  production  of  dropsy  of  the  Graafian  vesicles;  and 
I  fear  that  I  must  confess  my  inability  to  determine  the  proportion 
of  instances  in  which  simple  cysts  of  the  ovary  are  due  to  the 
enlargement  of  these  cavities,  and  of  those  in  which  the  cysts  are 
themselves  of  new  formal^ion.  That  simple  cysts  may  arise  here, 
however,  as  in  other  parts,  by  the  mere  collection  of  fluid  in  the 
parenchyma  of  the  organ,  and  the  gradual  formation  of  a  cyst 
around  it,  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt.^  Possibly  some  of  the  very 
delicate  and  thin-walled  ovarian  cysts  which  w^e  occasionally  meet 
with  may  have  this  origin;  but  my  conviction  is,  that  this  is  not 
the  general  mode  of  production  of  simple  cysts,  but  that  most  are 
formed  b}'  the  distension  of  a  pre-existent  cavity. 

Another  question  of  greater  practical  moment  is  whether  single 
cysts  always  remain  single,  or  whether  they  may  not  become  pro- 
liferous or  compouyid  cysts  in  the  course  of  their  development. 
Here,  too,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  data  do  not  suffice  for  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  this  inquiry.  The  practical  consequences 
involved  in  the  decision  of  this  point  are  very  obvious;  for  it  is 
apparent  that  if  at  any  period  a  simple  cyst  is  capable  of  passing 
into  an  active  state,  and  of  eidarging  not  by  mere  distension  of  its 
cavity,  but  by  grow^th  in  its  interior,  or  by  cyst-formation  in  its 
walls,  the  expediency  of  having  recourse  to  early  and  very  decided 
theraiicutical  proceedings  becomes  far  greater  than  it  otherwise 
w^ould  be.  My  belief  is,  that  such  a  change  may  take  place,  and 
that  a  cyst  originally  barren  may  become  proliferous;  that  its  con- 
tinuing simple  is  rather  a  happy  accident  than  a  condition  on  the 
permanence  of  Avhich  we  can  calculate  with  any  certainty.  A 
young  woman  who  liad  been  the  subject  of  ovarian  dropsy  for  two 
years  and  a  half,  and  who  had  been  ta)»|i('(l  a  year  hefoi-c  lier  death, 
sank  under  the  cilects  of  peritoneal  inllamniatiou  iiuUiccd  by  an 

»   (J}>.  rif.,  p.  3r)3. 

'  A  nii)d<^  of"  cyst.-j)ro(liinfinn  nuist  fully  ilhistrfitcd  1)y  Professor  Brm^li,  Ziir  Knt- 
wickluiuiK-timchirhtrilfr  I'atliuloijiscUcn  ('^.ftciiiiUdtaiyen,  in  Zci/schr.f.  RutiuitcUc  Mi'd- 
izin,  vol.  viii,  IHiU,  ji.  \)l. 
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attempt  to  inject  the  cyst  with  iodine.  The  cyst  was  found  to  be 
a  thin -walled  simple  cyst,  but  at  one  point,  near  to  the  pedicle  of 
the  growth,  four  little  cysts,  tlie  largest  of  which  was  about  the 
size  of  a  bean,  projected  from  its  internal  surface,  and  round  this 
group  the  lining  itself  was  more  vascular  and  rather  softer  than 
elsewhere.  Larger  opportunities  than  I  have  ever  possessed  of 
making  exaniiuations  after  death,  would,  I  doubt  not,  have  fur- 
nished me  with  other  illustrations  of  a  fact  which  is  entirely  in 
accordance  with  the  result  to  which  analogical  reasoning  would 
lead  us.  Without  the  stimulus  of  impregnation,  a  Graafian  vesicle 
does,  we  know,  sometimes  produce  hair,  fat,  teeth,  cartilage,  and 
bone,  and  the  proliferous  power  of  which  these  are  the  highest 
instances,  may  also,  without  doubt,  exert  itself  in  lower  forms  in 
the  production  of  endogenous  growths  in  its  interior;  and,  though 
possibly  less  often,  in  exogenous  cell-formation  from  its  walls. 

In  some  of  the  cases  of  endogenous  cell  development,  the 
growths  that  occupy  the  interior  of  the  cyst  spring  universally 
from  its  walls,  and  consist  of  an  immense  number  of  small  ped- 
unculated cysts  or  vesicles,  multiplied  apparently  by  the  same 
simple  process  of  growth  as  has  been  so  well  studied  in  the 
hydatid  disease  of  the  chorion.  Such  growths  may,  too,  be  so 
numerous  as  to  fill  nearly  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  a  very  large 
cyst.^  In  other  cases  the  endogenous  growth,  though  similar  in 
its  character,  does  not  arise  from  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the 
cyst,  but  is  connected  with  it  by  a  pedicle,  from  which  a  pyriform 
mass  of  cystic  growths  proceeds. 

Besides  these  forms  of  endogenous  growth,  there  is  another  in 
which  the  cavity  of  the  parent  cyst  is  more  or  less  completely 
occupied  by  others  of  a  smaller  size,  but  springing  from  it  by  a 
broad  base,^  and  containing  within  themselves  others  of  a  third 
order,  of  smaller  size,  and  with  thinner  walls.  As  these  cysts 
grow,  some  probably  empty  themselves  completely  into  the  parent 
cyst,  and,  collapsing,  become  adherent  to  its  walls,  thus  giving  to 
them  that  thickness  and  resistance  which  in  some  cases,  even  of 
large  ovarian  cysts,  are  very  remarkable.  At  the  same  time  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  smaller  cj'sts,  and  the  constant  forma- 
tion of  new  cysts,  help  to  make  up  that  enormous  mass  to  which 
ovarian  tumors  sometimes  attain. 

But  while  there  is  perhaps  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  original  growth  whence  these  forms  of  complex  cysts  arise, 
there  can  be  no  question  but  that  some  cysts  assume  the  complex 
character  from  their  very  commencement,  and  are  not  developed 
out  of  any  transformation  of  the  Graafian  vesicles.  In  these  cases 
we  find  the  ovary  converted  into  a  tumor  of  irregular  form  ;  its 
firm,  fibrous  capsule,  some  quarter  or  third  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
inclosing  a  number  of  cysts  or  cells,  one  or  two  of  which  may 
greatly  exceed  the  dimensions  of  the  others,  and  be  capable  of 

1  As  in  a  very  remarkable  preparation,  No.  224G^*  in  Guy's  Hospital  Museum. 

2  As  No.  2622  in  the  Hunterian  Museum. 
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coutaiuing  many  quarts  of  fluid,  while  the  remainder  vary  in  size 
from  the  bigness  of  a  marble  to  that  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  or  an  apple. 
"While  some  of  them  may  appear  as  separated  cysts,  adherent  to 
the  others,  but  apparently  developed  independently  of  them, 
others  have  obviously  been  formed  in  the  thickness  of  the  cyst- 
wall  itself,  and  project,  sometimes  inwards,  at  other  times  towards 
its  exterior.  "When  the  growths  have  attained  to  any  considerable 
size,  inflammation  generally  roughens  their  originally  smooth  in- 
ternal membrane,  and  deposits  of  Ij^mph  thicken  it;  or  the  col- 
lapse of  some  of  the  smaller  cysts,  and  their  incorporation  with 
the  dividing  walls  of  the  diflerent  cavities,  thicken  as  well  as 
otherwise  alter  the  septa.  At  the  same  time,  too,  similar  causes 
modify  their  contents,  so  that  while  one  cyst  is  filled  with  a  serous 
fluid,  another  contains  a  glairy,  albuminous  matter,  or  its  contents 
are  deeply  tinged  with  blood,  or  are  of  a  dark  chocolate  color ; 
while  others  contain  pus,  or  sero-purulent  fluid,  or  a  liquid  in 
which  scales  of  cholesterine  sparkle  like  the  brilliant  particles  in 
Dantzic  eau  de  vie.  It  is  usually  towards  the  pedicle  of  these 
tumors,  where  the  smaller  cysts  are  mostly  situated,  that  their 
structure  can  be  best  studied.  They  are  then  seen  to  be  formed 
by  a  smooth,  polished  membrane,  tough  and  resistant,  though 
thin,  scarcely  semi-transparent,  but  of  a  white  color,  and  supplied 
by  long  slender  bloodvessels,  which  ramify  on  their  outer  surface. 
Their  general  form  is  oval,  but  as  they  increase  in  size  this  is  much 
modified  by  their  mutual  pressure  on  each  other;  while  besides, 
irregular  spaces  exist  here  and  there,  partly  produced,  perhaps, 
by  the  fusion  of  two  or  more  cysts  together,  partly  by  the  inter- 
vals left  between  several  adjacent  cysts.  The  smaller  size  of  the 
cysts  near  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor  is  apparently  due  to  their 
being  subjected  to  a  greater  degree  of  compression  than  the  others, 
for  sometimes  a  large  cyst  will  develop  itself  downwards  into  the 
pelvic  cavity;  while  again,  where  the  increase  of  the  tumor  has 
been  very  rapid,  a  number  of  small  cysts  may  sometimes  be  found 
towards  its  upper  part,  where  apparently  the  resistance  offered  by 
the  transverse  colon,  the  liver,  stomach,  and  diaphragm,  has  also 
prevented  their  increase.^ 

The  amount  of  solid  matter  which  enters  into  the  composition 
of  these  cystic  tumors  of  the  ovary  varies  exceedingly.  In  many 
cases,  as  in  those  just  described,  the  whole  mass  is  but  a  collection 
of  cysts,  whose  walls,  even  when  thickest,  bear  but  a  small  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  fluid  which  their  cavities  contain.  In  other 
instances,  however,  these  proportions  are  reversed,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  solid  matter  far  exceeds  that  of  the  fluid.  This  is  the  kind 
of  tumor  to  which  tlie  name  of  ajstosarcoma  has  been  applied  by 
Miiller,'^  who  describes  it  as  principally  composed  of  a  more  or  less 
firm,  iibi'ous,  or  vascular  muss,  but  invariably  containing  solitary 
cysts  in  its  substance.     The  fibrous  masses  consist  ol'an  albuniin- 

'  A  verj'  fjjood  <lra\ving  of  n  cuiii|i"Uiiil  ovariiiii  c^st  giv(Mi  liy  Dr.  Hriglit,  ap.  cU., 
pi.  V,  p.  27(5. 

'■'  On  Cancer,  &.C.,  Kiigli.sli  tniiiHlaCKin,  Loiuloii,  Hvo.,  1810,  p.  170. 
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ons  substance,  and  sometimes  contain  granules  scattered  between 
their  fibrils,  and  the  fibrous  tissue  forms  the  stroma  in  which  the 
separate  cysts  are  imbedded. 

1  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide  how  far  these  growths 
really  require  to  be  referred  to  a  separate  category.  The  structure 
of  the  cysts,  and  their  various  contents,  are  analogous  to  what  one 
observes  in  other  compound  ovarian  cysts.  Perhaps,  however,  it 
should  be  added  that  fat-cysts,  or  cysts  containing  hair,  teeth,  or 
other  products  of  cutaneous  tissues,  when  not  existing  alone,  are 
most  frequently  associated  with  cystosarcoma ;  and,  further,  that 
these  comparatively  solid  growths  do  not  attain  to  the  enormous 
dimensions  of  other  compound  ovarian  cysts,  and  very  seldom 
exceed  the  size  of  the  adult  head. 

Another  form  of  compound  ovarian  cyst.,  allied  to  the  preceding 
kinds,  but  I  believe  essentially  different  from. them,  is  that  in 
which  the  organ  is  the  seat  of  alveolar  or  colloid  cancer.,  a  disease^ 
whose  precise  relations  to  other  varieties  of  carcinqma  are  as  yet 
undetermined.  The  grand  characteristic  of  colloid  degeneration 
of  any  part  is,  as  you  know,  the  development  in  its  substance  of 
innumerable  cells,  containing  a  tenacious,  gummy  secretion,  which 
vary  from  a  size  too  small  to  be  discerned  by  the  naked  eye,  to  an 
inch  or  rather  more  than  an  inch  in  diameter.  These  cells  in- 
crease, though  by  no  means  exclusively,  by  endogenous  growth, 
and  the  presence  of  a  countless  number  in  the  same  stage  of 
development  shows  that  the  formation  of  very  many  occurs  si- 
multaneously. If  their  contents  are  washed  out  so  as  to  leave  be- 
hind only  a  skeleton  of  the  growth,  it  is  then  perceived  that  very 
many  of  the  cells  or  sacculi  communicate  with  each  other;  the 
whole  mass  having  a  honeycombed  appearance,  or  resembling, 
perhaps,  more  closely  a  section  of  the  lung  of  a  reptile.  The 
septa  between  the  cells  are  in  general  of  a  somewhat  firm,  though 
delicate  fibrous  tissue,  of  a  whitish,  sometimes  of  a  dead-white 
color;  though  while  the  cells  are  very  minute,  their  walls,  or  the 
septa  between  the  areolae,  are  semi-transparent,  and  their  jelly-like 
contents  shining  through,  they  look  not  unlike  grains  of  boiled 
sago. 

In  the  ovaries  this  colloid  disease  assumes  many  diferent  forms. 
Sometimes  several  rounded  masses  make  up  an  irregular  tumor, 
which  is  solid  to  the  touch,  and  firm  on  section,  presenting  no 
trace  of  the  proper  tissue  of  the  part,  but  a  structureless  substance 
in  which  are  imbedded  countless  semi-transparent  grayish  cells, 
scarcely  any  of  which  are  larger  than  the  head  of  a  large  pin. 
Again,  in  other  cases  the  cell-walls  generally  are  very  delicate, 
while  large  spaces  are  left  between,  of  irregular  form,  and  filled 
with  the  characteristic  gelatinous  secretion,  which  may  be  col- 
lected to  the  amount  of  several  ounces  or  of  a  pint,  or  more.    Such 

1  A  good  representation  of  alveolar  cancer  of  the  ovary  is  given  by  Cruveilhier, 
AtloJi.  &c.,  livr.  v,  pi.  3. 
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spaces,  however,  do  not  appear  to  be  cysts  enlarged  beyond  tbe 
dimensions  of  those  which  surround  them,  but  to  be  mere  inter- 
spaces of  irregular  form  produced  by  the  absorption  or  liquefac- 
tion of  the  cell- walls,  and  the  consequent  escape  of  their  contents 
into  a  common  receptacle.^ 

Besides  the  instances  in  which  colloid  disease  exists  alone,  cases 
are  by  no  means  unusual  of  its  association  either  with  compound 
cysts  of  the  ovary,  or  with  fungoid  or  medullary  cancer  of  the 
organ.  In  the  former  case  it  is  far  from  uncommon  for  one  or  two 
of  the  cysts  to  have  attained  to  a  very  great  magnitude ;  and  the 
colloid  matter  may  be  in  part  poured  into  them  from  some  of  the 
adjacent  cells,  so  as  to  give  to  their  contents  almost  the  same  de- 
gree of  tenacity  as  is  observed  in  the  secretion  within  the  small 
cells  of  alveolar  cancer.  Even  though  this  should  be  the  case, 
however,  and  though  there  should  be  very  close  juxtaposition  of 
the  two  structures,  the  differences  between  them  will,  I  think,  be 
sufficiently  obvious. 

In  the  case  of  the  association  of  orenuine  funo;oid  cancer  with 
the  colloid  disease,  it  is  usually  about  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor, 
and  near  its  base,  that  the  great  mass  of  cancer  is  situated.  It  is 
not,  however,  limited  to  this  part,  and  sometimes  a  mass  of  soft 
brain-like  substance  is  found  in  the  midst  of  the  tumor,  surrounded 
by  the  delicate  cysts  and  gelatinous  substance  of  alveolar  cancer; 
while  at  other  times  the  medullary  matter  seems  altogether  fluid, 
and  on  cutting  through  the  tumor  it  issues  forth  from  some  of  the 
irregular  cavities  which  have  been  already  spoken  of. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  cells  of  colloid 
cancer  have  been  frequently  referred  to  ;  and  even  in  growths  of 
considerable  magnitude  these  characters  are  sometimes  still  pres- 
ent in  a  marked  degree.  Often,  however,  they  are  more  or  less 
modified  by  the  same  causes  as  influence  the  contents  of  other 
forms  of  ovarian  cysts,  and  the  viscid  secretion  is  often  dark  from 
the  admixture  of  blood;  sometimes  even  of  a  dark  chocolate  color, 
sometimes  grumous;  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  becomes  purulent, 
as  is  not  infrequently  the  case  with  the  secretion  of  the  other 
ovarian  cysts. 

One  form  of  ovarian  cyst  still  remains  for  notice,  and  it  is  one 
concerning  which  some  problems  still  remain  unsolved.  Ci/sts  are 
sometimes  formed  in  the  ovary,  cither  alone,  or  associated  with 
cystosarcoma  of  the  organ,  containing  fat,  hair,  teeth,  or  other  pro- 

'  llcniniiis  of  the  sopta  may  in  those  cases  bo  discovered  by  means  ol'  the  nii- 
croscopt!,  in  the  midst  of  the  colloid  muti'vial.  It  was  the  ol)scrvation  ol'  this  fact 
which  led  Virchow,  VcrlidndLiouien  der  Gesellsc.hn//  f.  Ocbitrtaliillfc,  vol.  iii,  p.  197, 
to  the  assum])tion  that  all  compound  ovarian  cysts  are  in  reality  instances  of  colloid 
disease  of  the  ortjan  in  which  tliis  liquefaction  and  disappearance  of  the  septa  ha.s 
.taken  |ihice.  This  th(!ory,  however,  in  the  extension  giyen  to  it  by  V^ircliow,  is 
DOW  ^^I'tKirally  reLi;arded  as  nntcauible.  Indeed,  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to  meet 
with  enm|)Murid  ovarian  cysts  which  prcsnit  no  similarity  either  in  their  strueturo 
or  in  the  nature  <jf  tlu^ir  erinlenis  to  alveolar  cancer;  aiul  I  believe  that  the  niicro- 
Kcopc  fully  hi;ars  out  the  verdict  whieh  uhservatiim  without  its  aid  would  induce 
U8  to  return. 
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ducts  of  cutaneous  tissue.  The  presence  of  scales  of  cliolesterine, 
or  of  small  quantities  of  fat,  is  indeed  often  observed  both  in  sim- 
ple and  in  compound  ovarian  cysts,  and  is  due  to  the  rapid  for- 
mation and  rapid  desquamation  of  their  epithelial  lining,  and  to  the 
alterations  which  the  corpuscles  undergo.  In  these  cysts,  however, 
fat  is  present  in  much  larger  quantities,  so  that  it  forms  a  layer  on 
the  surface  of  the  fluid  removed  by  tapping  as  firm  as  lard,  or  even 
firmer ;  or  collects  perhaps  into  large  irregular  flakes  or  masses, 
or  else  into  a  number  of  small  balls  like  marbles,  of  a  yellow 
color,  and  of  the  consistence  of  tallow,  shaped  into  these  symmet- 
rical forms  by  mutual  attrition  in  the  fluid  which  partly  filled  the 
c^ysts,  of  which  there  is  a  remarkable  specimen  in  the  museum  of 
Guy's  Hospital.^  Sometimes  the  cyst  contains  no  fluid,  but  a 
matter  of  the  appearance  and  consistence  of  patty,  possibly  inter- 
mingled with  hair.  Hair,  indeed,  is  often  met  with  in  these  cysts, 
sometimes  in  shapeless,  tangled  masses,  but  more  frequently  rolled 
together  into  round  balls;  and  teeth,  bone,  and  bone  cartilage  are 
also  all  found  in  many  instances.  When  it  had  been  clearly  ascer- 
tained that  these  structures  existed  independently  of  impregnation, 
it  was  next  assumed  either  that  they  were  the  relics  of  some  im- 
perfectly developed  germ  included  by  accident  within  that  ovule 
which  had  gone  on  to  perfection,  and  that  they  were  therefore 
congenital  formations,  or  else  that  the  ovule  itself  was  capable  of 
a  certain  imperfect  attempt  at  growth,  independent  of  its  appro- 
priate vivifying  power,  and  thus  produced  incompletely,  and  with 
no  orderly  arrangement,  some  of  the  materials  of  the  foetus. 

In  a  measure,  too,  both  of  these  theories  are  probably  correct, 
though  cutaneous  cysts  are  found  in  circumstances  which  do  not 
seem  to  admit  of  either  of  these  solutions.  In  all  such  cysts  there 
may  be  found  any  of  the  products  of  dermoid  tissue  regularly 
formed,  as  though  growing  in  their  natural  situations ;  the  hairs 
implanted  in  a  perfectly  normal  manner  into  the  cutaneous  tissue, 
which  is  found  to  be  supplied  with  perspiratory  and  sebaceous 
follicles,  wdiile  the  teeth,  in  different  stages  of  development,  are 
imbedded  in  tooth-sacs.  We  owe  the  observations  w^hich  have 
removed  cases  of  this  kind  from  the  domain  of  the  wonderful,  and 
have  shown  how  method  and  order  reign,  where  a  more  imperfect 
knowledge  could  discover  nothing  but  mere  freaks  of  nature,  to  the 
acuteness  of  a  German  physician.^  Another  of  his  countrymen 
has  done  much  to  complete  our  information,  and  I  will  briefly 
state  to  you  the  results  at  which  he  has  arrived.  Dr.  Steinlin,^  on 
examination  of  the  body  of  a  young  woman  from  whom  seventy- 
eight  pounds  of  pus  were  removed  in  four  successive  tappings, 
found  that  while  the  left  ovary  contained  several  small  cysts,  none 
of  which  exceeded  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  the  right  ovary  was  the 
principal  seat  of  disease.     It  was  made  up  of  many  cysts,  all  of 

1  No.  22372*.  Eobitansky  also  relates  a  remarkable  case  of  a  somewliat  similar 
kind,  op.  cit,  vol.  iii,  p.  597. 

2  Dr.  Kohlrausch,  in  Muller's  Archiv,  1843,  p.  365. 

3  Zeitschrift  J.  RationelU  Medizin,  vol.  ix,  p.  146. 
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wliich,  with  tlie  exception  of  one  large  sac  containing  several 
pounds  of  pus,  were  fat-cysts,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  grain 
of  linseed  to  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter.  The  fat  was  in  dif- 
ferent conditions  in  different  cysts,  and  in  the  other  cysts  was  often 
intermixed  with  hairs  intertwined  into  a  mass.  All  the  contents 
being  removed,  the  greater  part  of  the  cyst-wall  was  seen  to  be 
smooth  and  shining,  but  there  were  one  or  more  round  islands,  of 
a  dull  whitish  color,  with  a  wart-like  prominence  in  their  centre, 
overgrown  with  hair ;  and  other  similar  spots  without  the  wart- 
like prominence,  and  without  the  growth  of  hair,  but  with  several 
teeth  or  portions  of  bone  more  or  less  buried  under  their  surface. 

The  cyst-wall  admitted  of  division  into  several  layers.  Of  these 
the  outermost  was  composed  of  loose  cellular  tissue,  beneath  which 
was  a  denser  layer  made  up  of  fibres,  which,  though  interlaced,  had 
on  the  whole  a  parallel  arrangement;  under  this  was  a  layer  of 
elastic  tissue,  and  innermost  of  all  a  coating  of  epithelium.  The 
epithelium  was  everywhere  of  the  tessellated  kind,  and  at  the 
polished  parts  of  the  cell  were  round  and  regular,  but  at  the  dull 
parts  the  superficial  layer  was  arranged  irregularly,  though  round 
cells  were  regularly'  disposed  beneath.  On  denuding  the  wart-like 
prominences  of  their  epithelium,  the  subjacent  surtace  exactl}^  re- 
sembled that  of  the  true  skin,  having  well-developed  papillse,  and 
the  whole  of  the  cyst-wall  beneath  the  unpolished  islets  had  a 
similar  structure.  The  hairs  growing  here  sprouted  from  a  regular 
bulb,  and  there  were  sebaceous  glands  and  perspiratory  follicles 
in  varying  number.  The  quantity  of  hairs  is  accounted  for  by 
their  being  deciduous,  though  formed  in  the  natural  manner,  and 
the  fat  is  not  secreted  by  the  whole  interior  of  the  cyst,  but  by  the 
sebaceous  glands,  just  as  the  vernix  caseosa  is  in  the  foetus.  The 
presence  of  teeth  is  explained  by  their  being  true  products  of  der- 
moid tissue,  so  that  wherever  that  tissue  is  found  there  always  exists 
the  possibility  of  teeth  being  developed;  and  their  presence  in  the 
jaws  is  a  sort  of  accident  by  no  means  essential  to  their  formation. 

Dr.  Steinlin  concludes  that  the  development  otthe  cyst  is  but  a 
secondary  occurrence ;  that  the  first  step  in  these  cases  is  the 
formation  of  a  tissue  exactly  identical  with  the  external  skin,  the 
accumulation  of  its  secretions  by  degrees  distending  the  investing 
membrane.  Tlie  earliest  a[)pearance  of  one  of  these  tumors  is  as 
a  small,  fleshy-looking  mass,  of  the  size  of  a  grain  of  linseed,  in 
the  situation  of  a  Graafian  follicle,  and  surrounded  by  a  small  sac. 
In  the  course  of  time  this  snuill  body  becomes  detached  from  the 
sac  except  at  one  point,  wlierc  its  stem  remains,  and  where  vessels 
liaving  a  looped  arrangement  enter  it.  Next,  a  thin  layer  of  fat 
is  found  between  the  small  Ium}»  and  the  sac,  and  on  careful 
examiiuition  of  the  former  the  sol)aceous  follicles  are  now  seen 
developed.  With  the  increase  of  their  numbers  the  fat  increases, 
and  the  sac  becomes  distended,  while  the  perspiratory  Ibllicles 
modify  by  their  secretion  the  contents  of  the  sac. 

If  to  thisdcs(;ri]»tiou  one  adds  that  the  intimate  n-latiou  between 
pus  and  lat  globules   nniy  be  taken   us   explaining   the  general 
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presence  of  pns  in  fat-cysts  of  any  considerable  size,  I  think  that 
the  description  of  this,  as  of  the  other  forms  of  cystic  ovarian 
tumor,  may  be  regarded  as  complete,  in  so  far  at  least  as  the  prac- 
tical object  of  these  lectures  is  concerned. 

Two  points,  however,  still  remain  which  require  a  brief  notice: 
namely,  the  comparative  frequency  of  disease  of  one  or  other,  or 
of  both  ovaries,  and  the  comparative  frequency  of  the  different 
varieties  of  ovarian  disease; 

With  reference  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  the  general  evi- 
dence of  statistics,  as  the  subjoined  table  shows,  goes  to  prove  the 
preponderating  frequency  of  affection  of  the  right  ovary. 


Right  Ovary. 

Left  Ovary. 

Both  Ovaries. 

Total. 

Cases  collected  by  S.  Lee,^ 

50 

35 

8 

93 

"             "               Ch6reau,2 

109 

78 

28 

215 

"     observed  by  Scanzoni,' 

14 

13 

14 

41 

"             "             the  author, 

35 

38 

19 

92 

208  164  69  441 

This  table,  however,  can  be  regarded  only  as  a  very  rough  ap- 
proximation to  the  truth  in  this  matter,  since  it  is  mainly  deduced 
from  observations  made  during  the  life  of  the  patient,  while  it  is 
often  a  matter  of  considerable  difiiculty  to  determine  whether  a 
tumor  is  formed  by  the  right  or  by  the  left  ovary ;  and  harder  still 
to  decide  that  the  disease  is  limited  to  one  ovary,  and  that  the 
organ  on  the  opposite  side  is  healthy.  In  two  instances,  indeed, 
in  addition  to  those  enumerated  in  the  table,  I  found  myself  quite 
unable  to  determine  which  ovary  occasioned  the  tumor,  and  very 
likely  in  some  other  cases  the  conclusion  which  I  did  come  to  was 
erroneous.  This  difiiculty,  too,  arises  not  simply  from  the  mesial 
position  of  the  tumor  at  the  time  when  the  case  comes  under 
observation,  and  from  the  inattention  of  the  patient  to  her  own 
early  symptoms,  though  that  is  very  frequent,  but  also  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  ligamentum  ovarii  becomes  twisted  occa- 
sionally as  the  organ  increases  in  size,  so  that  a  tumor  of  the  left 
ovar}'  sometimes  produces  enlargement  of  the  right  rather  than  of 
the  left  half  of  the  abdomen. 

Observation  after  death,  too,  fails  to  bear  out  the  alleged  greater 
frequency  of  the  disease  on  one  side  than  on  the  other,  while  it 
shows  that  the  affection  tends  far  oftenerthan  would  appear  from 
the  former  table  to  involve  both  ovaries.  Scanzoni's  figures  were 
deduced  from  post-mortem  examinations,  and  if  to  them  be  added 
24  of  my  own,  and  15  of  Dr.  R.  Lee's  cases,*  a  total  is  obtained  o± 
80  cases,  in  28  of  which  the  disease  occupied  the  right  side,  in  26 
the  left,  and  in  26  both  ovaries.  This  result,  too,  tallies  with  that 
which  we  might  reasonably  anticipate  beforehand,  for  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  there  is  no  ground  for  the  special  liability  of 
one  ovary,  or  for  the  special  immunity  fromr  disease  of  the  other. 

1  On  Ticmors  of  the  litems^  etc.,  8vo.,  London,  1847,  p.  120. 

2  As  quoted  by  Scanzoni,  op.  cit,  p.  418.  ^  Ibid. 
*  071  Ovarian  and  Uterine  Diseases.     London,  1853. 
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Professor  Scanzoni  is,  I  believe,  tlie  only  writer  who  Las  at- 
tempted any  numerical  estimate  of  the  comparative  frequency  of 
the  difi'ereut  varieties  of  cj^stic  disease  of  the  ovaries/  His  41 
cases  and  my  24  yield  the  following  results  : 

Simple  cysts, in  16  cases. 

Fat-cysts, "     2     " 

Compound  cysts,  and  cystosarcomata, .     ...  "  23     " 

Colloid,  or  alveolar  tumors,     ........  "  21     " 

Cancer  with  cyst-formation, "     3     " 

Total, .65 

It  must  be  reserved  for  the  next  Lecture  to  consider  what  becomes 
of  these  tumors;  to  examine  how  nature  endeavors,  too  often 
fruitlessly,  to  effect  their  cure,  and  how  the  disease  tends  too  gen- 
erally and  too  inevitably  to  increase,  and  as  it  increases  to  bring 
added  suffering,  and  to  hasten  the  approach  of  death. 


LECTURE    X  X  V  I. 

OYAEIAN  TUMOES  AND  DKOPST. 

Genekal  cofrse  of  the  affection  ;  exceptional  character  of  the  cysts  of  the 
Wolffian  bodies — their  disposition  to  remain  stationary.  Occasional  arrest  of 
growth  of  simple  cysts  usually  temporarj^ — their  complete  removal  very  rare. 

Cyst  sometimes  discharges  its  contents  through  Fallopian  tube,  vagina,  intestine, 
externally,  or  into  peritoneum. 

Changes  in  cysts,  their  gradual  softening.  Inflammation  of  cysts.  Disorder  of 
health  from  pressure  of  cyst  on  viscera;  cachexia  attending  the  increase  of 
cyst.     Various  modes  of  death. 

Causes  predisposing  to  ovarian  dropsy — influence  of  age,  marriage,  and  child- 
bearing. 

Alleged  exciting  causes  of  the  disease. 

The  study  of  the  anatomy  of  ovarian  cysts  and  tumors  which 
occupied  us  at  the  last  Lecture,  has  enabled  us  now  to  advance  a 
step  further  in  our  investigations,  and  to  inquire  what  is  their 
course^  and  what  their  te^idency^  what  efforts  nature  makes  to  effect 
their  cure,a7id  what  are  the  different  ways  in  zvhich  the//  prove  fatal? 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  practitioners,  though  ignorant  of 
their  real  nature,  were  long  familiar  with  the  occasional  presence 
of  tliin-walled  cysts  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament, 
which,  unlike  other  cysts  connected  with  the  substance  of  the 
ovary,  had  no  disposition  to  increase  beyond  comparatively  small 
dimensions.  Not  unnaturally,  however,  they  indulged  the  iavor- 
able  anticipations  which  were  justitiod  only  in  the  case  of  a  ])e- 
culiar  and  infrequent  affiaction,  with  reference  also  to  a  great 
number  of  siin])le  ovarian  cysts.  Utterly  unlbundod  expectations 
of  the  disease  eventually  becoming  stationary  have  thus  on  several 

'   Ojj.cU.,  p.  418. 
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occasions  within  my  own  knowledge  deterred  patients  from  justly- 
estimating  their  own  condition  and  prospects,  and  from  consent- 
ing, while  there  was  yet  time,  to  the  adoption  of  any  curative 
measures.  It  is  therefore  of  importance  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
only  cysts  concerning  which  the  disposition  to  remain  stationary 
can  he  predicated  as  their  general  characteristic  are  the  cj'sts  of 
the  Wolifian  bodies;  and,  further,  that  these  cysts  have  scarcely 
ever  been  met  with  exceeding  the  size  of  an  orange,  while  even 
such  dimensions  are  unusual,  and  in  by  far  the  greater  nnniber  of 
instances  they  reveal  themselves  by  no  symptoms  during  life,  and 
present  themselves  to  the  anatomist  far  oftener  than  to  the  physi- 
cian. One  case,  indeed,  and  but  one,  has  come  under  my  own 
notice,  concerning  which  I  could  feel  justified  in  assuming  that 
the  cyst  was  not  ovarian,  but  was  connected  with  the  remains,  of 
the  Wolflian  body.  The  patient,  who,  when  she  first  came  under 
my  notice,  was  fifty  years  old,  remained  for^ight  years  under  my 
observation  ;  and  the  tumor  which  was  connected  with  the  right 
uterine  appendages  continued  during  the  whole  time  of  the  same 
dimensions,  being  rather  smaller  than  the  foetal  head  until,  with- 
out an}'  symptom,  it  suddenly  disappeared,  its  thin  walls  having 
doubtless  given  way,  and  its  contents  having  escaped  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  The  tumor  was  extremely  movable,  floating 
loosely  just  above  the  pelvic  brim,  but  occasionally  sinking  down 
into  its  cavity,  and  then  producing  discomfort  of  various  kinds, 
by  its  pressure  on  the  parts  situated  there,  and  especially  by  the 
obstruction  it  offered  to  emptying  the  bladder,  symptoms  which, 
with  its  disappearance,  completely  ceased.  This,  however,  is  in 
my  experience  a  solitary  instance  of  a  cyst  connected  with  the 
uterus  remaining  quite  stationary  at  a  small  size  for  years  ;  so 
that  I  fear  we  must  regard  the  chances  as  being  against  the  more 
hopeful  view  of  the  nature  of  any  of  these  tumors,  and  must 
farther  look  upon  the  mere  fact  of  the  cyst  having  attained  a 
greater  size  than  that  of  a  large  orange,  or  of  the  fcetal  head,  as 
decidedly  negativing  it.  The  arrest  of  the  disease  may  indeed 
still  be  hoped  for  as  a  lucky  accident;  it  can  no  longer  be  counted 
on  as  a  probable  occurrence. 

I  said  that  the  arrest  of  the  disease  may  in  any  case  of  simple 
ovarian  cyst  be  looked  for  as  a  lucky  accident;  and,  indeed,  I  do 
not  know  how  more  fitly  to  designate  it,  for  the  nice  adjustment 
of  the  balance  between  exhalation  and  absorption  depends  on  con- 
ditions which  remedies  cannot  bring  about,  which  diagnostic  skill 
cannot  even  foretell.  It  is  not  in  general  while  in  the  pelvic  cavity 
that  this  arrest  occurs  ;  for  thougli  the  growth  of  the  tumor  may 
then  be  slow,  it  is  while  situated  there  liable  to  be  pressed  on, 
irritated,  excited  by  the  varying  condition  of  the  adjacent  viscera. 
After  it  has  risen  above  the  pelvic  brim,  this  fortunate  occurrence 
sometimes  takes  place,  though  it  takes  place  but  very  rarely,  for, 
though  the  cyst  is  no  longer  irritated  as  itwas  before,  its  increase 
is  not  now  restrained^ by  unyielding  boundaries,  and  hence  it  fre- 
quently enlarges  with  greater  rapidity.     As  a  general  rule,  the 
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enlaTgement  goes  on,  not  continuously,  indeed,  but  by  fits  and 
starts,  till  at  length  the  size  of  the  abdomen  causes  distress,  and 
necessitates  interference.  The  exception  is  met  with  in  instances 
where  the  cyst  having  attained  a  size  somewhat  less  than  that  of 
the  adult  head,  begins,  to  the  patient's  surprise  and  pleasure,  to 
diminish,  becomes  notably  smaller  than  it  once  had  been,  though 
it  scarcely  ever  entirely  disappears,  but  remains  for  years,  possibly 
even  for  the  remainder  of  the  patient's  life,  a  source  of  apprehen- 
sion and  an  occasion  of  some  discomfort,  but  not  of  much  actual 
suffering,  or  of  serious  injury  to  the  health. 

In  March,  1853, 1  saw  a  single  woman,  aged  thirty-one,  in  whom 
the  development  of  an  ovarian  cyst  had  succeeded  to  a  heavy  fall 
on  the  nates  three  years  before.  Her  abdomen  on  admission 
measured  thirty-seven  and  a  half  inches  at  the  umbilicus;  and  its 
increase  was  alleged  to  have  been  going  on  with  rapidity;  and  the 
patient  was  anxious  even  to  undergo  some  risks  for  the  chance  of 
being  cured  of  an  ailment  now  threatening  to  become  the  source 
of  much  suffering.  She  was  ordered  to  keep  her  bed  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  that  a  careful  examination  of  her  abdomen  and  of 
the  relations  of  the  tumor  might  be  made.  In  a  week  the  abdo- 
men measured  only  thirty-five  inches ;  and  in  another  fortnight 
only  thirty-four.  I  need  hardly  say  that  in  these  circumstances 
the  patient  was  advised  neither.to  be  tapped  nor  to  have  any  other 
operation  attempted.  She  returned  to  the  country,  and  to  her 
occupation  as  a  village  schoolmistress.  In  April,  1855,  her  abdo- 
men measured  little  more  than  thirty-five  inches;  and  tapping  did 
not  become  necessary  until  between  four  and  five  years  afterwards. 

To  a  slighter  degree,  and  for  a  shorter  time,  the  partial  absorp- 
tion of  the  contents  of  an  ovarian  cj'st  is  by  no  means  uncommon ; 
and  no  one  can  have  seen  much  of  ovarian  dropsy  without  having 
been  struck  by  the  different  degrees  of  tension  which  the  tumor 
at  different  times  presents.  Sometimes  it  is  so  tense  and  firm  as 
to  seem  almost  solid,  and,  indeed,  if  the  growth  be  but  small,  this 
extreme  tension  of  its  walls  may  so  obscure  the  sense  of  fluctua- 
tion as  to  lead  the  observer,  unless  very  carefully  on  the  watch, 
into  error.  At  other  times  not  only  is  fluctuation  most  distinct, 
but  the  cyst-wall  is  so  flaccid  that  if  the  tumor  is  large  it  may 
not  be  very  easy  to  distinguish  between  an  encj^sted  dropsy  and 
ascites.' 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  the  cause  of  such  fluctuations  in  the 
condition  of  the  cyst.     A  connection  may  now  and  then  be  ob- 

'  Cruvcilhicr,  Anatomie  Poihol.,  vol.  iii,  p.  400,  speaks  of  a  vnrioty  of  ovarian 
cysts  lis  hystes  imi.l<ta'lai7-es  Jfri.srjues,  and  dc^scribcs  thom  as  retaining  a  rcinarkablo 
Jiacc'idity  of  their  walls  in  spito  oven  of  having  attained  a  very  considerable  size. 
H(!  further  gives  the  details  of  a  case  in  which  theses  charact(>rs  led  two  very  dis- 
tinguislied  physicians  into  the  error  of  mistaking  an  ovanan  drojisy  for  ascites. 
These  flaccid  cysts  seem  to  cause  coniparalively  small  discomfort,  to  interfere  but 
little  with  the  gen<:ral  health,  and  to  give  rise  to  no  syinptonis  such  as  to  justify 
tapping.  Oni'  such  cnMi  I  saw  quite  recently,  in  which  it  was  not  till  alter  1  had 
car<'l'ully  (examined  the  abdomen  several  times  that  1  came  to  the  decision  that  the 
fluid  was  encysted. 
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served  between  the  approacli  of  a  menstrual  period  and  an  en- 
largement and  increased  tension  of  the  cyst,  while  it  once  more 
grows  smaller,  and  its  walls  become  flaccid  as  menstruation  passes 
off.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  no  approach  to  regular 
periodicity  in  these  changes  can  be  observed,  though  even  when 
the  disease  goes  on  tolerably  uninterruptedly  from  bad  to  worse, 
there  are  yet  almost  always  seasons  during  which  it  remains 
stationary,  followed  by  times  of  rapid  increase.  The  increase  of 
the  tumor,  too,  sometimes  takes  place  noticeably  in  the  course  of 
twelve  or  twenty-four  hours;  the  suddenness  of  the  enlargement 
showing  it  to  be  due  to  a  rapid  effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  cyst, 
not  to  the  comparatively  slow  process  of  growth. 

If  the  contents  of  an  ovarian  cyst  may  then  vary  from  time^  to 
time,  there  certainly  can  be  no  reason  why,  in  some  instances,  the 
process  of  absorption  may  not  go  on  so  as  to  efl'ect  the  entire  re- 
moval of  the  fluid  and  the  complete  cure  of  the  patient.  Such  an 
occurrence,  however,  appears  to  be  of  extreme  rarity,  and  some 
most  competent  authorities  have  even  discredited  it  altogether.* 
In  one  case  I  believe  that  I  witnessed  it  in  the  person  of  a  young 
married  woman,  who  had  vague  symptoms  of  discomfort  about  her 
uterus  for  nine  months,  and  had  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  a 
tumor  for  four  months  before  her  admission  into  the  hospital. 
The  tumor,  which  was  connected  with  the  left  ovary,  was  tapped 
per  vaginam,  and  sixteen  ounces  of  highly  albuminous  fluid  were 
withdrawn.  It  was  determined  that  so  soon  as  the  cyst  had  re- 
gained its  former  dimensions,  tapping  should  be  repeated,  and  a 
solution  of  iodine  be  injected,  in  order  to  prevent  the  reaccumu- 
lation  of  the  fluid.  On  the  forty-second  day  after  the  first  tapping 
this  operation  was  to  have  been  done  ;  but  it  then  struck  some 
■who  were  present  that  the  tumor  had  seemed  larger  a  day  or  two 
previously  than  it  was  then.  The  operation  was  postponed  ;  and 
day  by  day  the  tumor  shrank,  not  suddenly  as  if  from  rupture  or 
its  walls,  nor  with  any  discharge  per  vaginam  suggestive  of  a  com- 
munication existing  between  it  and  the  Fallopian  tube,  but  by 
degrees,  as  if  its  contents  were  gradually  absorbed.  Fourteen 
days  afterwards,  or  on  the  fifty-sixth  day  from  the  first  tapping,, 
all  traces  of  the  tumor  had  disappeared.  Another  case  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  of  the  disappearance  of  an  ovarian  tumor  in  a 
lady  from  whom  seven  pints  of  deep  amber-colored  glutinous  fluid 
were  removed  by  tapping  five  weeks  before  the  birth  of  her  fourth 
child.  Her  labor  was  quite  natural,  but  nineteen  days  afterwards, 
while  seated  on  the  sofa,  she  was  attacked  by  sudden  violent  pain, 
with  great  faintness,  and  symptoms  of  rupture  of  the  cyst,  followed 
by  those  of  general  peritonitis,  for  which  she  was  treated  very 
actively.  Her  abdomen  at  this  time  became  swollen  to  double 
the  size  which  it  had  presented  when  she  was  tapped.  In  the 
course  of  two  months,  however,  this  general  enlargement  sub- 

1  Kiwisch  and  Scanzoni,  two  of  the  most  recent  and  of  the  highest  authorities, 
most  completely  discredit  its  occurrence. 
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sided,  disclosing  a  distinct  elastic  tumor  occupying  the  li^'po- 
gastric  and  right  iliac  regions.  This  next  shrank  gradually,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  nine  months  from  the  patient's  confinement  I 
could  scarcely  find  any  trace  of  it;  and  after  a  natural  pregnancy 
she  was  confined  of  her  fifth  child,  two  years  and  a  month  after 
her  former  labor.  On  this  occasion  the  medical  man  who  attended 
her,  and  who  had  watched  her  through  all  her  previous  illness, 
searched  in  vain  for  any  traces  of  the  tumor.  In  this  second  case 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  some  connection  existed  between 
the  attack  of  peritoneal  inflammation  in  which  the  cyst  itself  was 
involved  and  the  subsequent  complete  disappearance  of  the  tumor. 
In  the  former  instance,  however,  no  symptom  whatever  attended 
the  removal  of  the  fluid ;  but  though  we  do  not  understand  the 
means  by  which  it  was  effected,  still  the  removal  of  the  fluid  is 
scarcely  more  inexplicable  than  the  permanent  cure  which  occa- 
sionally follows  a  single  tapping,  in  cases  where  yet  neither  con- 
stitutional disturbance  nor  local  suffering  has  followed  the  opera- 
tion.^ 

The  simple  absorption  of  their  contents  is,  indeed,  the  rarest  of 
all  the  changes  which  take  place  in  ovarian  cysts.  A  much  more 
common  occurrence,  and  one  by  which  their  increase  is  for  a  time 
arrested,  and  their  complete  cure  now  and  then  eftected,  is  their 
rupture,  and  the  escape  of  their  contents  through  various  channels, 
the  empty  cyst  ceasing,  perhaps  for  a  time,  perhaps  forever,  to  per- 
form its  secretory  function. 

An  ovarian  cyst  may  empty  itself  through  the  Fallopian  tube,  the 
most  fortunate,  but  by  no  means  the  most  frequent,  outlet  for  its 
contents  ;  through  the  vagina,  through  the  intestine,  or  even 
through  the  bladder;  or  it  may  burst  into  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 
toneum, or,  forming  adhesions  with  the  abdominal  walls,  may 
pour  out  its  contents  at  or  near  the  umbilicus. 

Each  of  these  outlets  needs  a  moment's  notice ;  and,  first,  of 
thlat  which  is  formed  by  the  dilated  Fallopian  tube.  Cases  are 
sometimes  met  with  in  which,  on  examination  of  the  body  after 
death,  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  Fallopian  tube  is  i'ound 
adherent  to  an  ovarian  cyst,  and  expanded  over  it,  while  the  tube 
itself  is  distended  at  its  abdominal  extremity,  and  presents  all  the 
characters  of  dropsy.  On  pressure  upon  the  cyst,  however,  it  is 
found  that  the  fluid  can  pass  readily  from  it  into  the  tube,  Avhile 
in  most  instances,  and  quite  contrary  to  what  might  be  expected, 
no  mechanical  obstacle  is  found  closing  the  uterine  end  of  the 
canal.  The  communication  between  the  cyst  and  the  tube  is, 
however,  free  enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the  index  finger,  a 
sliglit  contraction  marking  its  situation,  and  the  longitudinal  ar- 
rangement of  the  fihres  indicating  the  commencement,  ol"  the  tube. 
The  mere  tonicity  of  the  parts  prevents  the  ready  esca])e  of  the 
fluid  at  the  uterine  end  of  the  tube.     It  collects  in  the  canal,  dis- 

1  A  onsr!  of  tjradiml  (lisnppnurnnfo  of  n  wcll-ninrkocl  ovnrinn  cyst  is  rclatod  by 
Dr.  Hush  in  MimatHclirlJtJ.  ilrhurlNhumh,  Fob.  1857,  vol.  i.\,  p.  143. 
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tending  by  degrees  its  abdominal  extremit}^  and  at  length  escap- 
ing through  the  womb  only  when  it  has  dilated  the  whole  length 
of  the  tube,  and  overcome  the  natural  resistance  of  its  walls.  A 
gush  of  fluid  then  takes  place  by  the  vagina,  and  the  cyst  is  partly 
or  even  completely  emptied,  though  such  discharges  do  not  in 
general  effect  a  permanent  cure,  but  the  cyst  refills,  the  tube 
becomes  redistended,  and  the  same  process  may  be  several  times 
repeated.  Such  at  least  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  M,  Adolphe 
Richard,^  who  has  described  these  cases  very  minutely,  and  who 
suggests,  and  with  much  plausibility,  that  many  of  the  instances 
of  alleged  communication  of  ovarian  c^^sts  with  the  vagina  were 
in  reality  instances  of  their  opening  into  the  Fallopian  tube. 

Ko  opportunity  of  studj'ing  this  process  has  presented  itself  to 
me  after  death ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  it  is  a 
rare  occurrence,  since  I  have  met  with  but  one  instance,  out  of  the 
ninety-four  cases  on  which  my  remarks  are  founded,  where  the 
cyst  appeared  to  empty  itself  in  this  manner.  The  patient  in  that 
case  was  a  married  woman,  thirty-six  yeaj's  of  age,  whose  abdomen 
first  began  to  enlarge  six  years  before  her  admission  into  the  hos- 
pital. After  having  acquired  a  considerable  size,  the  swelling 
suddenly  disappeared  during  a  profuse  watery  discharge  from  the 
vagina ;  and  the  same  occurrence  took  place  afterwards  eight  or 
ten  times.  The  fluid  thus  discharged  was  colorless;  it  escaped 
with  a  gush,  amounted  sometimes  to  several  quarts,  and  the  sud- 
denness of  its  flow  not  infrequently  produced  faintness  or  actual 
syncope.  Sometimes  it  escaped  during  the  effort  at  defecation, 
but  most  commonly  its  flow  was  independent  of  any  such  exciting 
cause.  I  myself  ascertained  the  presence  of  a  distinctly  fluctuating 
tumor,  its  sudden  disappearance  fourteen  days  afterwards,  and 
then  the  slow  return  of  abdominal  enlargement  during  the  ensuing 
three  weeks,  when  I  lost  sight  of  the  patient. 

The  symptoms,  however,  were  so  characteristic,  that  I  imagine 
one  is  perfectly  justified  in  assuming  the  case  to  have  been  one  of 
communication  of  the  cyst  with  the  Fallopian  tube.  The  uterus 
itself  was  perfectly  movable,  rather  high  up  in  the  pelvis,  no 
aperture  existed  in  the  vagina,  nor,  indeed,  was  the  tumor  to  be 
distinctly  felt  through  it;  but  it  evidently  floated  in  the  abdominal 
cavity  loosely  tethered,  as  an  unadherent  ovarian  tumor  often  is, 
by  the  elongated  uterine  appendages.  How  the  communication 
is  brought  about  between  the  ovary  and  the  tube  in  these  cases 
is  uncertain;  but  it  has  been  suggested,  with  considerable  plausi- 
bility, that  the  process  is  one  of  a  physiological  rather  than  of  a 
pathological  character.     In  the  other  instances,  however,  inflam- 

1  Memoires  de  la  Societe  de  Chirurgie,  vol.  iii,  1853,  p.  121.  The  absence  of  any 
evidence  of  past  inflainmatory  action  about  the  communication  between  the  ovary 
and  the  tube,  leads  M.  Eichard  to  suppose  that  the  origin  of  the  condition  dates 
back  to  a  bygone  menstrual  period  ;  that  the  Graafian  vesicle  having  discharged 
its  ovule,  did  not  collapse  and  wither  as  it  usually  does,  but  still  retaining  its  com- 
munication with  the  tube,  enlarged,  became  dropsical,  and  thus  formed  what  he 
proposes  to  term  a  tubo-ovarian  cyst. 
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mation,  the  formation  of  adhesions,  and  the  absorption  of  the  wall 
both  of  the  cyst  and  of  the  adjacent  viscus,  are  all  implied  in  the 
escape  of  the  fluid. 

Many  instances  are  on  record'  of  a  cyst  emptying  itself  i^er 
vaginam;  and  this,  too,  even  if  we  exclude  those  conceiaiing  which 
it  is  doubtful  whether  they  do  not  more  properly  belong  to  the 
class  described  by  M.  Richard.  Far  more  frequent,  however,  is  the 
formation  of  a  communication  between  the  cyst  and  the  intestinal 
canal.  Generally,  though  not  invariably,  this  communication  takes 
place  quite  low  down,  and  seems  to  be  due  to  the  pressure  of  that 
portion  of  the  cyst  which  occupies  the  pelvic  cavity  upon  the 
rectum,  and  the  consequent  absorption  of  the  walls,  both  of  the 
intestine  and  of  the  tumor.  Not  long  since  a  communication 
took  place  in  this  manner,  in  the  case  of  a  patient  of  my  own, 
between  a  large  sac  which  formed  part  of  a  compound  ovarian  cyst 
and  the  rectum  a  little  above  the  internal  sphincter.  Through  the 
opening,  M^iich  was  of  the  size  of  a  crown-piece,  many  quarts  of  a 
dark  grumous  fluid  escaped  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  patient's 
life,  with  much  alleviation  of  her  sufferings,  and  with  complete 
removal  of  the  obstinate  constipation  that  for  a  long  time  pre- 
viously had  been  maintained  by  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the 
tumor  on  the  intestine.  The  observation  of  this  and  of  similar 
cases  suggests  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  tap  the  tumor  per 
vaginam  whenever  serious  inconvenience  is  produced  by  its  pres- 
sure upon  the  intestine,  and  paracentesis  through  the  abdominal 
walls  has  either  proved  unsuccessful,  or  has  aftbrded  but  partial  re- 
lief. In  the  instance  just  referred  to  very  little  fluid  was  obtained 
by  puncture  of  the  abdomen,  while,  had  a  trocar  been  introduced 
into  that  part  of  the  growth  that  projected  into  the  pelvis,  the 
principal  cyst  would  have  been  emptied,  and  the  pfitient's  sufler- 
ings,  which  nature  mitigated  but  too  tardily,  would  long  before 
have  been  assuaged. 

Sometimes,  however,  communications  form  between  an  ovarian 
cyst  and  the  intestinal  canal  in  other  situations,  and  are  not  attrib- 
utable to  the  direct  effects  of  pressure,  tliough  their  real  cause  is 
very  obscure.  Thus,  in  the  museum  of  Guy's  Hospital  there  is  a 
preparation  of  an  ovarian  cyst,  at  whose  upper  part  an  opening 
has  formed  into  the  bowel.  A  patient  of  mine,  too,  in  whom  an 
ovarian  cyst  had  developed  itself  with  rapidity  in  the  course  of 
two  months,  and  who  experienced  much  abdominal  pain  and  ten- 
derness, suddenly  felt  a  sensation  as  if  something  had  given  way 
within  lier,  and  was  immediately  attacked  by  violent  diarrluva.  In 
the  course  of  ten  hours  tlie  bowels  were  purged  twenty  times;  the 
evacuations  not  being  I'c-cnlent,  but  consisting  of  a  dark  bloody 
fluid,  which,  under  the  microscope,  was  found  to  contain  many 
blood  globules,  and  also  many  pus  corpuscles,  as  well  as  some 
crystals  of  cholesterine.     The  tumor  had  now  completely  disap- 

'  Mcissnnr's  Fniiirulcravkhcilcn,  vol.  ii,  j).  IMS,  coiitiiiiis  iiuincrous  rcnn-onces 
illustnitivc  of  tluH  Huhject. 
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peared,  and  five  weeks  afterwards  there  was  still  no  trace  of  it 
discoverable,  though  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  the  cure  was 
permanent. 

Openings  in  the  ahdominal  parietes  are  another  channel  through 
which  ovarian  tumors  sometimes  empty  themselves.  In  one  in- 
stance which  1  saw  the  cyst  had  dilated  the  umbilical  ring,  and 
projected,  like  a  hernia  covered  by  the  thinned  integument,  some 
inches  beyond  the  surrounding  abdominal  walls.  In  this  thin  in- 
tegument an  opening  formed,  through  which  on  several  occasions 
the  cyst  partially  discharged  itself.  It  is,  however,  more  usual  for 
the  opening  to  take  place  below  the  navel,  adhesions  first  forming 
between  the  cyst  and  the  integuments.  The  opening  sometimes 
continues  long  fistulous,  though  I  have  known  it  to  close,  and 
discharges  from  it  permanently  to  cease  without  any  special  change 
taking  place  in  the  condition  either  of  the  tumor  or  of  its  contents. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  a  permanent  cure  less  often  follows 
the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst  through  the  abdominal 
walls  than  their  escape  through  some  other  channel. 

The  rupture  of  an  ovarian  cyst  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  is,  how- 
ever an  accident  of  far  more  frequent  occurrence  than  the  dis- 
charge of  its  contents  through  any  other  channel,  and  was  met 
with  in  6  out  of  94  cases  of  which  I  have  a  record.  In  one  of 
these  cases,  a  fall  on  the  abdomen  produced  the  bursting  of  the 
cyst,  but  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  instances  on  record  its 
rupture  has  been  independent  of  external  violence.  Sometimes 
the  delicate  cyst  gives  way  from  over  extension,  and  this  is  prob- 
ably the  explanation  of  its  sudden  disappearance  in  the  case  which 
I  referred  to  some  tiiT^e  ago,  as  being  probably  an  instance  of  a 
tumor  connected  with  the  remains  of  the  Wolflian  body ;  as  also 
in  another  instance  where  a  tumor  half  the  size  of  the  adult  head 
suddenly  disappeared,  the  same  accident  having  occurred  to  the 
patient  eighteen  months  before.  In  other  cases  inflammation  and 
softening  of  the  cyst-wall  have  preceded  its  rupture ;  and  an  exam- 
ination after  death  discovers  it  red  and  congested,  and  the  edges 
of  the  rent  soft,  irregular,  and  jagged.  Sometimes  the  sac,  once 
ruptured,  does  not  refill,  and  a  permanent  cure  is  obtained,  though 
usually  at  the  expense  of  an  attack  of  peritonitis ;  and  I  much 
fear  tliat  there  is  no  direct  or  constant  relation  between  the  severity 
of  the  inflammation  which  follows  the  rupture  of  the  cyst  and  the 
non-accumulation  of  the  fluid  afterwards.  One  of  my  cases  was 
that  of  a  young  lady,  aged  twenty-six,  in  whom  an  ovarian  cyst 
gave  way  twice,  and  whose  life  on  each  occasion  was  in  the  greatest 
jeopardy,  but  who  did  not  gain  thereby  the  slightest  delay  in  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  fluid  re-collected.  In  two  other  cases  of 
mine  the  rupture  of  the  cyst  proved  fatal ;  the  wall  having  in 
both  instances  given  way  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  tumor,  where 
it  was  closely  pressed  against  the  pelvic  brim,  and  extensive  ecchy- 
mosis  around  the  rent  attested  in  o)ie  case  the  mechanical  obstacle 
which  had  existed  to  the  course  of  the  blood  in  that  situation.    In 
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the  other  case  decomposition  was  too  far  advanced  to  allow  of  any 
observation  as  to  the  state  of  the  cyst-wall. 

The  mortality  of  2  cases  out  of  6  agrees  very  nearly  with  that 
which  Dr.  Tilt^  deduces  from  a  collection  of  34  cases,  in  10  of 
which  death  followed  the  rupture  of  the  cyst.  In  20  of  the  cases, 
however,  the  fluid  did  not  re-collect,  but  I  feel  very  doubtful 
whether  a  more  numerous  collection  of  facts  would  be  found  to 
bear  out  the  conclusion  that  in  2  cases  out  of  3  the  escape  of  the 
C3'st  contents  into  the  abdomen  is  followed  b}^  the  permanent  cure 
of  the  patient.^ 

For  the  very  various  results  that,  have  followed  the  escape  of 
the  fluid  of  ovarian  dropsy  into  the  abdomen  an  explanation  has 
been  suggested  by  Dr.  Simpson,^  and  adopted  by  Scanzoni.^  It 
is  supposed  that  the  difierent  characters  of  the  fluid  in  the  cj^st 
determine  the  occurrence  or  non-occurrence  of  peritonitis;  that 
the  pure  serum  gives  rise  to  no  ill  efiects,  while  dangerous  peri- 
tonitis follows  the  escape  of  fluid  mixed  with  blood  or  with  the 
products  of  inflammation.  Still,  this  is  onlj'  an  hypothesis,  proba- 
ble, indeed,  but  not  proven,  and  wholly  iusuflicient  to  form  the 
basis  of  any  therapeutical  proceedings. 

Other  changes  take  place  in  ovarian  cysts,  tending  for  the  most 
part  less  to  the  cure  than  to  the  aggravation  of  the  evil.  Some  of 
these  changes  seem  incidental  to  the  process  of  growth,  as  for 
instance  the  removal  of  the  septa  between  the  cysts,  the  gradual 
liquefaction  of  the  solid  matter,  and  the  consequent  conversion  of 
a  firm  into  a  distinctly  fluctuating  tumor.  This  alteration  is  in 
one  sense  of  bad  omen,  since  I  believe  its  occurrence  is  generally 
contemporary  with  the  more  rapid  increase  of  the  growth  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  however,  it  often  places  within  our  reach  the  means 
of  mitigating  the  patient's  suflerings  by  tapping,  which  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  aflection  was  impracticable.  With  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  tumor  there  is  in  all  cases  of  compound  ovarian 
cysts  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  vessels  which  supply  it,  and 
a  consequently  greater  disposition  to  hemorrhage  into  its  cavity. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  the  admixture  of  blood  with  the  fluid  of  the 
cyst  is  so  considerable  as  no  doubt  to  have  had  a  large  share  in 
the  production  of  that  anasmia,  and  that  extreme  exliaustion  of 
strength  which  are  often  observed  in  patients  suflering  from  large 
ovarian  tumors. 

Of  all  the  morbid  processes,  however,  of  which  these  growths 
are  the  seat,  inflammation  is  the  most  conmion  and  the  most  im- 
portant. Few  cysts  attain  any  considerable  size  witliout  having 
been  attacked  by  it,  and  this  inflammation  is  of  all  the  greater 
moment,  since  it  is  seldom  limited  to  the  interior  of  the  cyst,  but 

I  Lnnrei,  Aug.  5,  1848,  vol.  ii,  p.  140. 

*  In  vol.  V,  p.  226,  of  Transacfumn  of  J'<i//iofo(/ir(i{  Socicfi/,  u  ciiso  is  rclutcil  h.y  Dv. 
Bristowc!  of  ru])tiir(;  of  im  ovuriim  cyst  ind)  llic  iili(i<imcii,  (lie  ii|ii'rtiirc  rfiiiniiiini^ 
jXTiiiaiK'iil,  tln'  cyst  still  contiimiii^  to  sccrdc,  and  ascites  resulting  from  tho  accu- 
mulation of  th<!  Hccretion  williii]  tin:  |irril(Hirai  <'avily. 

»  O/A  ci(.,  vol.  i,  i».  247.  *  l>j>.  ciL,  p.  4-18. 
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generally  affects  its  outer  surface  likewise,  producing  adhesions 
between  it  and  adjacent  organs,  and  thus  forming  great,  often 
insuperable  obstacles  to  the  success  of  various  operations  which 
have  been  proposed  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy.  In  a  practical 
point  of  view,  too,  this  inflammation  is  the  more  important  from 
being  often  unattended  by  local  suffering,  sometimes,  indeed, 
accompanied  by  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  constitutional 
disturbance,  so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  determine  anything 
with  certainty  concerning  its  occurrence  or  non-occurrence  from 
the  patient's  history.  Of  this  no  better  proof  can  be  given  than 
I  is  afforded  by  the  observation  of  cases  where  on  tapping  a  cyst, 
instead  of  the  transparent  serum  which  it  was  supposed  to  con- 
tain, a  turbid  fluid  largely  mingled  with  pus  has  been  let  out,  or 
of  other  cases  in  which,  the  extirpation  of  the  tumor  having  been 
resolved  on,  universal  adhesions  have  been  found  connecting  it 
with  the  viscera,  and  with  the  abdominal  walls.  In  many  in- 
stances the  inflammation  issues  in  the  exudation  of  lymph  as  well 
as  in  the  outpouring  of  pus,  and  the  lining  membrane  of  the  cyst 
is  found  roughened  and  thickened  by  its  deposit,  which  is  some- 
times so  abundant  that  it  may  be  stripped  off'just  as  may  the  false 
membrane  deposited  on  an  inflamed  pleura.  Multilocular  cysts 
are,  I  think,  more  liable  than  simple  cysts  to  this  occurrence ;  and 
often,  even  where  the  different  cavities  intercommunicate,  inflam- 
mation and  the  outpouring  of  lymph  may  be  found  in  one  cyst, 
and  no  trace  of  any  such  occurrence  be  observable  in  another 
immediately  adjacent. 

With  the  increase  of  the  tumor,  and  the  failure  of  the  patient's 
powers,  the  liability  to  inflammation  of  the  cyst  appears  to  in- 
crease also,  and  its  occurrence  contributes  to  hasten  the  fatal 
event.  It  is  but  seldom,  however,  except  after  tapping,  or  some 
other  operation,  that  cyst  inflammation  of  itself  proves  fatal ;  but 
many  causes  in  general  combine  by  slow  degrees  to  destroy  the 
patient. 

First  among  these  causes  may  be  mentioned  the  disorder  of  the 
functions  of  other  viscera,  as  the  tumor  by  its  increasing  size  presses 
upon  and  disturbs  them.  The  pregnant  uterus,  as  you  know,  even 
when  it  has  attained  its  largest  size,  interferes  but  little  with  the 
functions  of  other  organs.  The  intestines  find  room  on  either 
side  of  it,  while  the  direction  of  its  fundus  forwards  in  the  axis  of 
the  pelvic  brim  obviates  all  interference  with  the  descent  of  the 
diaphragm,  and  usually  prevents  all  disturbance  of  the  stomach  or 
liver.  The  ovarian  tumor,  on  the  other  hand,  as  it  increases  in 
size,  so  completely  fills  the  lateral  regions  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
the  intestines  except  behind  and  above  it,  where  they  are  often 
compressed  into  a  very  scanty  space.  No  such  law  governing  the 
direction  taken  by  the  tumor  as  regulates  the  enlargement  of  the 
pregnant  womb,  the  descent  of  the  diaphragm  becomes  earlier 
impeded,  and  respiration  is  thereby  rendered  labored.  The  liver 
is  at  the  same  time  pressed  on  and  disturbed  in  the  performance 
of  its  functions,  and  this  just  at  a  time  when  the  active  discharge 
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of  its  duties  is  rendered  all  the  more  necessary  by  the  congestion 
of  the  abdominal  vessels  which  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  occa- 
sions, and  the  scanty  urinary  secretion  that  is  its  attendant  and 
its  consequence.^ 

In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  this  abdominal  congestion  relieves 
itself  by  the  effusion  of  fluid  into  the  peritoneum,  and  in  some  in- 
stances the  amount  of  this  efllision  is  very  considerable;  enlarge- 
ment of  the  superficial  veins  attests  the  obstruction  to  the  circu- 
lation, and  the  ascites  becomes  the  occasion  of  more  distress  than 
the  original  disease  to  which  it  is  superadded.  CEdema  of  the 
lower  extremities  is  less  frequent  than  in  pregnancy,  probably 
because  the  peculiar  state  of  the  blood  which  favors  its  occurrence 
in  the  latter  condition  is  absent.  Where  it  exists  it  is  often  con- 
fined to  one  limb,  being  the  direct  result  of  mechanical  pressure. 
This  is  not  invariably  the  case,  however,  for  ovarian  dropsy  is 
sometimes  associated  with  albuminous  urine,  whether  as  the  re- 
sult of  its  accidental  complication  with  granular  disease  of  the 
kidnej'S,  or  of  congestion  of  those  organs  produced  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  tumor,  I  do  not  feel  myself  able  to  determine. 

AYhile  the  enlarging  tumor  thus  tends  to  trouble  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  body,  the  patient's  strength  is  further  exhausted  by 
the  determination  to  the  growth  of  a  large  quantity  of  that  blood 
which  ought  to  minister  to  the  general  nutrition  of  the  body.  ISTor 
is  this  all ;  but  a  state  of  cachexia,  the  consequence  and  the  evi- 
dence of  the  deteriorated  condition  of  the  blood,  occurs  frequently 
in  the  course  of  this,  as  of  other  forms  of  malignant  disease,  with 
wdiich,  if  not  actually  identical,  many  tumors  of  the  ovary  are  at 
any  rate  closely  allied.  In  the  simple  ovarian  cysts  it  is  true  that 
this  latter  source  of  suffering  and  of  peril  does  not  exist,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  patient  are  accordingly  far  less  dark  than  in  other 
varieties  of  the  disease.  These  simple  cysts,  too,  as  has  already 
been  mentioned,  now  and  then  remain  stationary  for  many  j-ears, 
life  being  not  at  all  shortened,  scarcely  even  embittered,  by  their 
presence.  iSuch,  however,  are  exceptional  cases,  and  exceptions 
of  but  rare  occurrence ;  for  generally  the  accumulation  of  fluid 
even  in  a  simple  cyst,  sooner  or  later  necessitates  the  perform- 
ance of  ta})i)ing,  while  when  once  done  its  repetition  is  speedily 
required,  and  tiie  patient  is  thus  worn  out  by  the  frequent  collec- 
tion and  frequent  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst.  A  certain 
risk,  too,  of  cyst-inflammation  accompanies  every  tapping,  and  is, 
when  it  occurs,  a  hazard  of  a  very  serious  kind.  The  liability  to 
its  occurrence  appears  to  be  greatest  either  after  the  first  per- 
ibrmance  of  the  ()[»crati()n,  or  else  in  the  case  of  patients  who 
have  been  exhausted  by  the  long  continuance  oi'  tlie  disease,  and 
the  frequent  i-cprtition  of  tlic  tapping.  In  much  debilitated  pa- 
tients, especially  in    those  who  an;  siiirciing   from   malignant  or 

1  Two  (Iniwiiii^M  f;iv(!ii  1)y  Dr.  I5ri^:li(,  Inc.  clt.,  \A.  vii,  ix,  aro  oxtromoly  instruc- 
tiv<!  illusli'iiLioii.-.  Ill'  Ihc  iimniiiT  in  wliicli  luinors  u[  lln'  nviiry  press  on  luul  disiJaco 
the  vibcoru. 
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quasi-malignant  forms  of  ovarian  disease,  the  spontaneous  super- 
vention of  cvst-inilammation,  or  of  a  low  form  of  peritonitis,  is  of 
no  very  rare  occurrence,  and  not  infrequentlj^puts  out  the  life  whose 
flame  had  burnt  but  flickeringly  for  weeks  or  months  before. 

We  have  now  completed  our  examination  of  the  structure  of 
cystic  tumors  of  the  ovary,  and  have  also  studied  the  difierent 
modes  whereby,  in  some  rare  instances,  nature  effects  their  cure, 
as  well  as  those  far  more  numerous  ways  by  which  the  patient  is 
usuall}-  conducted  from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  fatal  issue  is  but  too 
surely  brought  about.  Before  we  proceed  to  the  investigation  of 
the  symptoms  of  these  diseases,  and  to  the  inquiry  as  to  what 
either  medicine  or  surgery  can  do  for  their  alleviation  or  their 
cure,  there  are  still  some  questions  concerning  their  causes,  and 
the  circumstances  that  favor  their  occurrence,  to  which  we  must 
endeavor  to  furnish  a  reply. 

It  may  be  asked,  when  do  these  affections  commonly  occur; 
what  is  the  influence  of  the  exercise  of  the  sexual  functions  upon 
their  development;  whether  does  sterility  or  fecundity  predispose 
to  them ;  and  does  a  disordered  state  of  the  uterine  health  com- 
monly precede  them ;  or  are  they  as  likely  to  befall  the  person 
whose  health  has  been  previously  good  as  her  who  for  years  has 
been  a  valetudinarian?  To  these  inquiries  as  to  the  causes  of 
ovarian  dropsy,  it  would  seem  that  very  definite  and  conclusive 
answers  might  be  given,  and  yet,  strangely  enough,  the  replies  are 
most  contradictory.  The  young  and  the  aged,  the  single  and  the 
married,  the  sterile  and  the  mother  of  many  children,  the  robust 
and  she  whose  uterine  functions  have  been  performed  with  pain 
and  difiiculty,  have  all  in  turn  been  asserted  to  be  specially  liable 
to  the  occurrence  of  ovarian  disease. 

With  reference  to  the  age  of  patients  in  whom  the  disease 
occurs,  there  seems  to  be  no  period  of  life  that  enjoys  an  absolute 
immunity  from  it;  though  it  is  of  extreme  rarity  before  puberty, 
and  its  commencement  after  the  cessation  of  the  menstrual  func- 
tion, though  far  less  uncommon,  is  certainly  unusual.  Professor 
Kiwisch  mentions^  a  preparation  of  cystic  disease  of  the  ovary  in 
a  child  only  a  year  old  in  the  museum  of  Prague,  and  refers  to  a 
similar  one  at  Wiirzburg,  in  which  the  affection  involved  both 
ovaries  in  the  foetus.  He  states,  however,  that  fourteen  years  is 
the  earliest  age  at  which  he  himself  had  observed  it;  and  a  girl 
died  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Bur- 
rows, from  malignant  disease  of  the  ovaries,  with  cyst-formation 
in  their  substance,  who  had  not  attained  her  fifteenth  year.  One 
of  my  patients  died  of  rupture  of  the  cyst  when  in  her  sixteenth 
year,  and  the  enlargement  of  her  abdomen,  which  was  very  con- 
siderable at  her  death,  was  alleged  to  have  been  first  observed 
when  she  was  thirteen  years  old — menstruation  not  having  occur- 
red till  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  six  months.  In  another  of 
my  patients  the  disease  began  in  her  seventeenth  year,  menstrua- 

1  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  79,  I  36. 
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tion  having  occurred  once  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  a  half;  but  it 
did  not  reappear  till  after  she  was  tapped  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
These,  however,  are  exceptional  occurrences,  and  in  nearly  half 
of  all  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy  the  commencement  of  the  disease 
dates  from  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and  forty. 

This  result,  at  least,  is  what  I  arrive  at  from  a  comparison  of  94 
cases  of  my  own  with  97  of  Scanzoni's,^  which  are  thrown  into 
the  following  table.  I  employ  Scanzoni's  figures  in  preference  to 
those  of  nny  other  writer,  because  he  alone  has  taken  as  its  basis 
the  ages  at  which  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  appeared, 
while  many  writers  have  constructed  their  tables  according  to  the 
age  at  which  the  patients  first  came  under  their  observation. 

Tables  sliowing  the  Age  at  wTiicli^  in  191  Women,  the  symptoms  of 
Ovarian  Dropsy  were  first  perceived. 

Author's  Scanzoni's  Total  '^^^  ^*  ^'^^  Proportion  per  cent, 

cases.  cases.  '  symptoms.  at  different  ages. 

17  5  22  from  13  to  25  years,  11.5 

15  12'  27  "  25  "  30"  "  14.1 

15  21  36  "  30  "  35  "  18.8 

23  32  55  "  35  "  40  "  28.7 

11  14  25  "  40  "  45  "  13.0 

8  6  14  "  45  "  50  "    .  7.3 

3  2  5  "  50  "  55  "  2.0 

2  5        .7  "  55  "  60  "  3.6 

94  97  191 

The  next  question  concerns  the  influence  of  the  exercise  of  the 
sexual  functions  in  predisposing  to  the  disease — an  influence  which 
you  may  remember  was  ver}^  decided  in  the  case  of  uterine  cancer, 
since  only  3  out  of  168  patients  affected  by  it  were  single  women, 
and  only  13  out  of  the  165  who  had  been  married  were  sterile. 
Of  94  cases  of  ovarian  disease,  however,  24  occurred  in  single 
women,  13  in  widows,  and  57  in  the  married — a  statement  which 
refers  to  their  condition  at  the  time  when  the  disease  commenced. 
This  proportion  is  not  very  materially  altered  by  the  employment 
of  higher  numbers,  since,  adding  to  my  own  cases  those  collected 
by  Mr.  Lee  and  those  observed  by  Scanzoni,^  we  obtain  the  follow- 
ing results: 

Sint^le  women, 94,  or  28.7  per  cent. 

AVidowP, 31,  "      9.4       " 

Married  women, 202,  "    61.7       " 

327 

or,  in  other  words,  considerably  more  than  a  third  of  all  cases  of 
ovarian  disease  began  at  a  time  when  tlie  sexual  functions  were 
not  in  active  exorcise;  and  more  than  a  fourth  occurred  in  women 
ill  \vh(nn  those  Junctions  had  never  been  exerted  at  all. 

1  (f/>.  ciL,  J).  305. 

*  0/1.  r.if.,  |i.  '',(')'>.  T  Imvo  included  in  lliis  li-;|  of  niiirricd  women,  seven,  who, 
though  .single,  hud  given  birtii  to  oiu;  m-  iiiori'  childnii. 
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That  the  exercise  of  the  sexual  functions  does  not  predispose  to 
ovarian  disease,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  some  connection  sub- 
sists between  their  imperfect  performance  and  the  development 
of  this  atlection,  is  evident  from  the  low  rate  of  fecundity  among 
married  women  in  whom  ovarian  dropsy  occurs.  Of  70  of  my 
patients,  either  married  or  widows,  there  were  26  sterile ;  and  of 
Scanzoni's  52  cases,  18  who  had  likewise  never  been  pregnant; 
or  in  other  words,  in  44  of  122  women  who  became  the  subjects 
of  ovarian  dropsy,  or  in  36  per  cent.,  marriage  had  never  been 
followed  by  conception,  while  among  my  patients  generally  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  the  proportion  of  sterile  marriages  was 
only  11.7  per  cent.  Even  those  marriages,  too,  that  were  followed 
b}'  conception  showed  less  than  the  average  fecundity;  for  of  my 
70  cases,  the  44  in  which  the  women  were  not  sterile  yielded  only 
172  pregnancies ;  of  these  129  terminated  at  the  full  time,  43 
ended  in  miscarriage.  These  numbers  yield  an  average  of  3.9 
pregnancies  to  each  fruitful  marriage,  or  little  more  than  half  the 
number  which  occurred  in  persons  in  whom  cancer  of  the  womb 
took  place.  It  may  perhaps  as  well  be  added,  that  in  14  of  the 
total  33  cases  pregnancy  occurred  but  once,  and  terminated  in  3 
instances  prematurely,  in  the  other  11  at  the  full  period  of  gestation. 

One  question  still  requires  an  answer — namely,  what  connection, 
if  any,  subsists  between  the  ordinary  state  of  a  patient's  uterine 
health,  and  the  subsequent  development  of  ovarian  disease?  ISTow 
nothing  can  seem  more  probable  than  that  she  who  has  men- 
struated irregularly,  painfully,  or  scantily,  shall  be  more  liable  to 
sutfer  afterwards  from  diseases  of  the  ovaries  than  the  person 
whose  menstruation  has  always  gone  on  quite  regularly.  This, 
too,  appears  from  Scanzoni's  statement  really  to  be  the  case ; 
though  my  own  observations  do  not  corroborate  his  assertion, 
and  probably  neither  his  facts  nor  mine  are  sufficiently  numerous 
to  decide  the  question. 

Of  my  own  94  cases,  there  were  72  in  which  the  ordinary  uterine 
health  was  quite  good;  3  had  had  puerperal  inflammation,  but  had 
quite  recovered  from  its  effects ;  1  was  still  weak  from  hemorrhage 
after  delivery;  in  8  menstruation  was  always  painful;  in  5  men- 
struation was  always  scanty;  in  3  habitually  irregular;  1  was 
chlorotic,  and  had  bad  uterine  health  in  all  respects;  1  had  suffered 
for  years  from  great  hypertrophy  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and 
much  consequent  discomfort. 

On  the  other  hand,  Scanzoni  says  that  there  were  but  20  of  his 
57  cases  in  which  menstruation  was  always  healthy;  while  19 
patients  had  suffered  more  or  less  from  chlorosis,  12  from  clys- 
menorrhcea,  5  had  alwaj's  menstruated  very  profusely,  and  1  pa- 
tient, in  whom  ovarian  disease  came  on  in  her  forty-first  year,  had 
never  menstruated  at  all.  Be  the  truth  concerning  this  matter 
what  it  may,  I  cannot  but  think  that  Scanzoni's  figures  overstate 
the  frequency  of  menstrual  disorder,  as  a  precursor  of  ovarian 
disease,  as  much  as  mine  perhaps  err  on  the  opposite  side. 

We  find  that  in  the  case  of  most  diseases,  our  patients  like  to 
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assign  some  cause  for  the  commencement  of  their  ailment,  a  cause 
often  indeed  quite  fanciful,  sometimes  absurd.  It  is  so  in  the  case 
of  ovarian  diseases,  while  if  all  mere  phantasies  are  rejected,  the 
instances  will  turn  out  to  he  comparatively  few  and  exceptional 
in  which  any  plausible  ground  can  be  assigned  for  the  heginniug 
of  the  affection.^  In  21  of  Scanzoni's  97  cases,  and  in  18  of  my  94, 
or  in  39  out  of  191  instances,  the  following  were  with  some  prob- 
ability alleged  as  the  exciting  causes  of  ovarian  dropsy: 

Began  within  a  year  after  marriage,     ...     in  6 

Came  on  during  pregnancy, "  2 

Followed  not  long  after  delivery,     ....      "1.5 

Succeeded  to  abortion, "  4 

"               metritis  from  cold, "  3 

"  suppressed  menses  from  cold,  .  "  2 
"  violent  blow  on  the  hypogastrium,  "  1 
"  violent  blows  on  the  pelvis,  .  "  2 
"  strains,  or  over-exertion,  .  .  "  3 
Occurred  simultaneously  with  ascites  and  ana- 
sarca from  exposure  to  cold, "  1 

39 

From  all  these  facts,  then,  we  may  conclude  that  the  immedi- 
ately exciting  cause  of  ovarian  dropsj^  when  any  cause  can  be 
assigned  for  it,  is  usually  connected  with  some  disorder  of  the 
uterine  functions,  or  with  the  recent  excitement  of  their  highest 
forms  of  activity.  Nevertheless,  too  wide  an  inference  must  not 
be  drawn  from  this  fact,  since  in  the  great  majority  of  instances 
the  disease  comes  on  independently  of  any  cause  to  which  it  can 
be  reasonably  attributed;  while  further,  it  occurs  in  the  unmar- 
ried oftenerthan  most  other  organic  diseases  of  the  sexual  organs; 
and  the  married  who  suffer  from  it  are  remarkable  for  their  low 
rate  of  fecundity,  and  for  the  frequency  among  them  of  absolute 
sterility. 

In  the  next  Lecture  we  shall  leave  these  incomplete  and  incon- 
clusive details  for  the  more  important  practical  inquiry  into  the 
symptoms  and  diagnosis  of  tumors  of  the  ovary. 

'  Of  36  instances  collected  by  Mr.  Lee,  op.  cit.,  p.  118,  there  were  28  in  which 
the  alleged  causes  had  reference  to  the  uterine  functions,  hcing  in  5  marriage,  in  9 
labor,  in  2  abortion,  in  7  sudden  suppression  of  the  menses,  in  2  cessation  of  men- 
struation, and  in  3  irregularity  of  its  performance. 
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LECTURE    XXVI  I. 

OVAEIAN  TUMOES  AND  DROPSY. 

Symptoms  of  the  disease  occasionally  absent  in  early  stage:  generally  referable 
to  five  heads — of  functional  disorder  of  ovaries,  pain,  the  efiects  of  pressure, 
cachectic  symptoms,  and  the  symptoms  consequent  on  interference. 

Diagnosis,  its  diificulties;  diagnosis  from  inflammation  of  broad  ligament  and  its 
efiects,  from  fibrous  tumors  of  uterus,  misplacement  of  uterus,  ascites,  disten- 
sion of  bladder,  pregnancy,  tumors  of  spleen  or  liver,  &c. 

Note  on  floating  tumors  of  the  abdomen. 

Many  uterine  ailments  in  their  early  stage  present  a  puzzling 
resemblance  to  each  other.  Pain  and  menstrual  disorder  are 
common  to  most,  and  accompany  as  well  the  slight  as  the  more 
serious  affections,  while  it  is  often  not  until  after  some  time  that 
the  distinctive  features  of  the  disease  show  themselves,  and  enable 
us  to  determine  its  nature,  and  to  estimate  its  importance. 

This  is  especially  true  with  reference  to  ovarian  disease,  which 
at  its  onset  commonly  attracts  but  little  notice,  owing  to  the 
vagueness  of  its  early  symptoms :  while  not  infrequently,  just  as  is 
the  ease  with  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  its  existence  is  not  sus- 
pected till  accident  all  at  once  reveals  the  presence  of  a  growth 
of  considerable  size. 

On  a  comparison  of  the  94  cases  on  which  these  observations 
are  chiefly  founded,  it  appears  that  the  first  symptom  of  ovarian 
disease  was — 

Suppression  of  the  menses, 11  cases 

Irregular  menstruation, 5  " 

Scanty  and  painful  menstruation, 1  " 

Profuse  menstruation, 2  " 

Sudden  faintness,  accompanied  by  symptoms  resembling 

those  of  pregnancy,        1  " 

Pain  in  the  abdomen,  more  or  less  distinctly  referred  to 

the  side  where  the  disease  began, 31  " 

Retention  of  urine,  or  difiicult  micturition,     ....  10  " 

The  unexpected  discovery  of  a  tumor, 83  " 

94     " 

The  want  of  attention  to  their  own  co^idition  implied  in  the 
very  considerable  size  to  wdiich  abdominal  tumors  sometimes  at- 
tain before  they  attract  the  notice  of  patients  is  so  remarkable  as 
to  be  scarcely  credible  if  it  were  not  of  every-day  occurrence.  ISTot 
very  long  since  I  saw  a  young  lady  in  whom  an  ovarian  cyst  of 
the  size  of  the  adult  head  was  only  accidentally  discovered  in  con- 
Bequence  of  her  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  abdominal  pain 
while  staying  in  the  house  of  a  medical  mail.  If  tumors  so  large 
can  escape  notice,  it  is  less  to  be  wondered  at  that  those  of  vsmallcr 
size  should  frequently  be  found  out  only  when  they  become  the 
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seat  of  pain,  or  when  thej  cause  inconvenience  by  pressure  on 
surrounding  viscera. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  on  what  the  frequent  absence  of  symptoms 
in  the  earlier  stage  of  ovarian  dropsy  depends.  The  immunity 
from  sutferiug  then  is  also  far  from  constant,  and  in  many  instances 
much  more  pain  and  discomfort  are  experienced  while  the  enlarged 
ovary  still  remains  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  than  are  felt  subse- 
quently, or  at  least  than  are  experienced  till  its  size  begins  to  in- 
terfere with  the  functions  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  While  in  the 
pelvis  the  large  ovary  presses  on  the  rectum,  the  uterus,  and  the 
bladder,  and  maintains  a  constant  congestion  of  the  pelvic  vessels, 
all  of  which  inconveniences  are  diminished,  or  completely  re- 
moved when  once  it  rises  higher,  and  floats  as  it  were  loosely 
tethered  by  the  ovarian  ligament.  When  pains  are  experienced, 
too,  they  generally  tell  plainly  of  some  cause  seated  within  the 
pelvis.  They  are  usually  of  a  throbbing  or  burning  character, 
referred  chiefly  to  one  or  other  iliac  region,  and  are  liable,  like  all 
ovarian  pains,  to  exacerbation  in  paroxysms.  More  frequently, 
too,  in  this  affection  than  in  any  form  of  uterine  disease,  pain  is 
experienced  extending  down  the  leg  of  the  affected  side,  being 
sometimes  a  mere  numbness  or  sense  of  weariness,  aggravated, 
however,  and  rendered  positive  suffering  by  walking  or  exercise ; 
at  other  times  it  is  severe  and  neuralgic  in  character.  Besides  this, 
too,  painful  defecation  and  micturition,  especially  the  latter,  are 
frequent ;  and  occasionally  the  necessity  for  the  introduction  of 
the  catheter  is  an  early  symptom  of  the  disease;  though  while  the 
dysuria  often  persists  for  a  considerable  time,  retention  of  urine 
is  a  rare  accident,  and  may  even  not  occur  a  second  time. 

Though  generally  more  severe  than  the  same  class  of  symptoms 
when  they  accompany  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  they  are  at 
the  same  time  usually  of  shorter  duration,  since  an  ovarian  cyst 
tends  more  certainly,  and  at  an  earlier  period,  to  rise- out  of  the 
pelvic  cavity  than  does  the  fibrous  tumor,  whose  growth  is  slower, 
and  whose  close  connection  with  the  womb  confines  it  longer  to  its 
original  position. 

My  own  observations  do  not  show  such  frequent  disorders  of 
menstruation  as  might  be  expected,  either  among  the  precursors 
of  ovarian  disease,  or  among  its  earlier  symptoms.  Few,  however, 
indeed,  are  the  cases  in  which  the  disease  runs  to  its  fatal  termi- 
nation without  the  uterine  functions  being  altogether  deranged. 
I  have  not  the  data  to  show  tiie  influence  of  the  disease  from  its 
commencement  to  its  close  in  this  respect.  The  following  table 
re})rescnts  tlic  state  of  94  |)aticnts,  in  all  of  whom  t]\Q.  disease  was 
fully  estal)liKlied ;  but  the  majority  Avere  only  ii  few  weeks  or 
months  under  observation. 

Tn     7  cases  rrKinstriuition  liiid  cciiscd  boforo  tho  disonso  began. 
"      2       "     disoaso  bctcan  diirini^  |ii'('i:;M!iii(!y. 
"    U'.i       "      liHiistiualioii  liiiil  I'diilinucd  ([uiti-  uiulist\irl)od. 
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The  general  tendency  of  tlie  disease  then  is  to  impair  the  activity 
of  the  ovarian  functions,  no  doubt  by  the  disorganization  of  their 
tissue.  Hence  the  persistence  of  menstruation  is  alwaj^s  a  favor- 
able sign  in  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy,  warranting  the  hope  that 
the  disease  is  simple  in  kind,  and  that  one  ovary  only  is  involved. 
Complete  ameuorrhoea,  however,  is  more  to  be  dreaded  as  an  un- 
favoraljle  sign  than  is  even  tolerably  regular  menstruation  to  be 
hailed  as  evidence  of  the  simpler  forms  of  disease,  or  of  its  being 
limited  to  one  side. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  any  general  description  of  the  symp- 
toms which  attend  the  later  stages  of  ovarian  dropsy.  They  are 
modified  by  very  many  causes,  and  differ  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  tumor,  the  rate  of  its  increase,  the  age  of  the  patient,  and 
even  her  civil  state,  and  general  condition.  They  may,  however, 
be  referred  to  some  of  the  five  following  heads,  which  have  already 
been  briefly  touched  upon  when  I  was  endeavoring  in  the  last 
lecture  to  point  out  the  various  modes  in  which  the  fatal  issue  of 
ovarian  dropsy  is  prepared  for  or  actually  brought  about. 

1st.  There  are  the  various  evidences  of  derangement  of  the 
function  of  the  ovaries,  showing  themselves  in  different  forms  of 
menstrual  disorder,  of  which  the  irregularity,  or  the  total  suppres- 
sion of  the  discharge  are  the  most  common ;  its  over-frequent,  or 
too  profuse  occurrence  are  the  rarest.  Menorrhagia,  however, 
does  now  and  then  for  a  season  accompany  ovarian  dropsy,  so 
that  we  cannot  place  unqualified  reliance  on  the  state  of  the  men- 
strual function  as  enabling  us  to  discriminate  between  uterine  and 
ovarian  tumors. 

2d.  Pain  and  other  symptoms  are  experienced  indicative  of 
changes  in  the  tumor  itself.  In  simple  cysts,  the  degree  of  ful- 
ness and  tension  of  the  cyst  seems  in  great  measure  to  determine 
the  presence  or  absence  of  pain.  Variations  in  this  respect  often 
take  place  with  great  rapidity,  and  increased  pain  will  be  found 
almost  invariably  associated  with  increased  tension,  and  an  abate- 
ment of  suffering  with  a  flaccid  state  of  the  cyst.  The  occurrence 
of  actual  inflammation  is  almost  always  accompanied  with  tender- 
ness of  the  tumor,  though,  unless  the  peritoneal  surface  is  atfected, 
there  is  not  usually  much  pain  except  on  j)ressure.  Vague  con- 
stitutional disturbance  usually  attends  this  process,  and  though  it 
is  seldom  very  well  marked,  yet  indefinite  febrile  attacks,  shiver- 
ing, loss  of  flesh,  and  hectic,  may  generally  be  regarded  as  indicative 
of  this  occurrence,  and  the  more  certainly  provided  the  abdominal 
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tumor  is  found  to  be  tender  on  pressure.  The  malignant  forms 
of  ovarian  tumor  are  often  associated  with  pain  during  their 
growth,  quite  independent!}^  of  tension  of  their  walls,  or  of  any 
attack  of  inflammation.  This,  however,  is  b}^  no  means  constant, 
and  no  inference  as  to  the  simple  character  of  the  disease  can  be 
drawn  from  the  painlessness  of  its  development. 

3d.  With  the  increase  of  the  growth  various  disorders  are  pro- 
duced by  its  pressure  on  the  dift'erent  viscera,  and  a  class  of  symp- 
toms appear,  whose  causes  I  dwelt  on  fully  in  the  course  of  the 
last  lecture. 

Difficult  breathing,  impaired  digestion,  obstinate  constipation, 
frequent  and  painful  micturition,  diminished  secretion  of  urine 
and  the  effusion  of  blood  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  are  but  so 
many  different  results  of  this  mechanical  pressure.  The  difficulty 
in  micturition,  however,  that  occurs  in  the  more  advanced  stage 
of  the  disease  is  produced  in  a  difierent  manner  from  that  which 
accompanies  its  commencement.  While  the  tumor  is  still  within 
the  pelvic  cavity,  it  interferes  with  micturition  by  pressing  directly 
against  the  bladder;  afterwards,  as  it  rises  out  of  the  pelvis,  it 
drags  the  uterus  and  bladder  upwards,  and  thus  interferes  with 
the  function  of  the  latter  organ,  while  the  presence  of  a  portion  of 
the  outgrowth  behind  the  bladder  in  most  cases  prevents  its  dis- 
tension in  the  antero-posterior  direction.  Scanzoni  mentions  also 
another  occasional  result  of  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  on  the  under 
part  of  the  bladder.^  He  states  that  it  sometimes  prevents  the 
passage  of  the  urine  from  the  ureters,  and  thus  produces  great 
distension  both  of  them  and  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidneys,  and  in 
illustration  of  this  relates  the  case  of  a  "patient  who  was  tapped 
twenty-one  times  in  the  course  of  three  years,  which  operation, 
during  the  last  year  of  her  life,  was  rendered  necessary  chiefly  by 
the  circumstance  that  the  rapid  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  tumor 
was  always  accompanied  by  complete  retention  of  urine,  which 
could  not  be  relieved  by  the  catheter,  since  the  pressure  of  the 
tumor  prevented  the  escape  of  the  urine  from  the  ureters  into  the 
bladder.  For  the  first  few  days  after  each  tapping  the  function 
of  the  bladder  was  undisturbed,  but  by  degrees  the  flow  of  urine 
became  more  and  more  scanty,  and  in  the  course  of  five  or  six 
weeks  complete  retention  of  urine  was  once  more  produced.  On 
examination  of  the  body  after  deatli,  a  cysto-sarcomatous  tumor 
was  discovered,  twice  the  size  of  the  adult  head,  the  lower,  solid 
part  of  which  pressed  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  had  pro- 
duced, by  the  obstacle  to  the  outflow  of  the  urine,  so  great  a  dila- 
tation of  both  ureters  that  the  right  was  two  inches,  the  left  an 
inch  and  aliairin  diameter." 

""I'lic  ))r<'ssui'e  on  the  stomach  sometimes  causes  a  serious  impcdi- 
nioil  lo  llic  ]i:iticnt's  1;iking  food,  sini'c  not  only  does  the  organ 
bccoiiic  uuiiblc  to  retain  more  than  cxtreiuely  small  quantiti(>s  at 
a  liiiir,  hut  in  some  instances  obstinate  vomiting  occurs,  which  no 

>   Op.  rif.,  p.  424. 
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medicine  can  in  the  least  degree  relieve,  and  which  is  arrested  only 
by  tapping  the  cyst,  and  thus  removing  the  pressure. 

Still  more  distressing  symptoms  sometimes  follow  the  compres- 
sion of  the  rectum.  Not  only  is  most  obstinate  constipation  thus 
induced,  but  even  the  escape  of  flatus  is  in  some  instances  pre- 
vented :  the  whole  colon  becomes  distended  by  it  to  the  thickness 
of  the  arm ;  and  every  now  and  then  violent  attacks  of  colic  pains 
come  on,  during  which  the  movements  of  the  bowels  are  distinctly 
visible  through  the  thinned  abdominal  parietes,  and,  as  in  ileus  or 
in  strangulated  hernia,  stercoraceous  vomiting  adds  from  time  to 
time  to  the  patient's  suflerings. 

4th.  To  this  class  belong  a  large  array  of  symptoms  of  the 
cachectic  kind,  due  in  some  instances  to  the  nature  of  the  disease 
of  the  ovaries ;  in  others,  to  the  mere  diversion  to  the  tumor  of  a 
large  quantity  of  blood  which  ought  to  minister  to  the  general  ne- 
cessities of  the  body.  They  are  symptoms  of  the  same  kind  as  we 
see  towards  the  close  of  every  lingering  disease,  betokening  the 
gradual  failure,  first  of  one  power,  then  of  another;  the  flickering 
of  the  taper,  which,  as  all  can  see,  must  soon  go  out.  The  appetite 
becomes  more  and  more  capricious,  and  at  last  no  ingenuity  of 
culinary  skill  can  tempt  it,  while  digestion  fails  even  more  rapidly, 
and  the  wasting  body  tells  but  too  plainly  how  the  little  food  nour- 
ishes still  less  and  less.  The  pulse  grows  feebler,  and  the  strength 
diminishes  every  day ;  and  one  by  one  each  customary  exertion 
is  abandoned :  at  first  the  efforts  made  for  the  sake  of  the  change 
which  the  sick  so  crave  for  are  given  up  ;  then  those  for  cleanli- 
ness, and  lastly  those  for  comfort;  till  at  length  one  position  is 
maintained  all  day  long  in  spite  of  the  cracking  of  the  tender 
skin,  it  sufficing  for  the  patient  if  in  that  respiration  can  go  on 
quietly,  and  she  can  suffer  undisturbed.  Weariness  drives  away 
sleep,  or  sleep  brings  no  refreshing.  The  mind  alone,  amid  the 
general  decay,  remains  undisturbed;  but  it  is  not  cheered  by  those 
illusory  hopes  which  gild,  though  with  a  false  brightness,  the  decline 
of  the  consumptive;  for  step  by  step  death  is  felt  to  be  advancing; 
the  patient  watches  his  approach  as  keenly  as  w^e,  often  w^ith  acuter 
perception  of  his  nearness.  We  come  to  the  sick-chamber  day  by 
day  to  be  idle  spectators  of  a  sad  ceremony,  and  leave  it  humbled 
by  the  consciousness  of  the  narrow  limits  which  circumscribe  the 
resources  of  our  art. 

5th.  May  here  be  reckoned  all  those  incidents  which  are  insepa- 
rable from  every  attempt  at  alleviation  or  at  cure.  The  exhaustion 
which  follows  after  repeated  tappings,  the  cyst-inflammation  which 
sometimes  succeeds  to  its  first  performance,  the  hemorrhage  from 
vessels  divided  in  the  extirpation  of  the  tumor,  or  the  more  fre- 
quent, and  therefore  more  serious  attacks  of  peritonitis  that  are 
induced  even  b}^  attempts  at  its  removal,  all  belong  to  this  category. 
Their  study,  however,  wall  find  its  fittest  .place  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  treatment  of  the  different  forms  of  the  disease,  and 
the  comparative  dangers  either  of  letting  it  alone,  or  of  endeavor- 
ing by  one  or  other  of  the  numerous  means  which  have  been  de- 
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vised,  either  to  delay  its  progress,  to  mitigate  its  evils,  or  to  accom- 
plish its  entire  removal. 

But  before  we  pass  to  this  subject,  there  comes  the  inquiry  as 
to  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  tumors — an  inquiry  the  importance  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  overrate,  while,  though  sometimes  at- 
tended by  no  difficulty,  it  is  at  others  exceedingly  obscure,  and 
calls  for  large  experience  and  well-schooled  observation  to  return 
a  correct  reply. 

The  difficulties  which. we  encounter  in  the  diamosis  of  tumors 
of  the  ovary  vary  according  to  the  size  of  the  growth,  and  the 
situation  that  it  occupies.  So  long  as  it  remains  principally  within 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  it  for  the  most  part  yields  but  an  indistinct 
sense  of  fluctuation,  even  though  its  contents  should  be  entirely 
fluid,  and  it  may  then  be  hard  to  distinguish  between  it  and  the 
results  of  inflammation  of  the  broad  ligament,  or  between  it  and 
a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  womb,  or  the  retroflected  uterus  itself,  espe- 
cially if  the  organ  is  enlarged  by  pregnancy.  When  the  growth 
has  ascended  into  the  abdomen,  the  distended  bladder,  the  preg- 
nant uterus,  the  enlargement  produced  by  ascites,  b}'  tumors  of 
the  uterus  itself,  or  by  tumors  of  other  organs,  as  the  liver,  spleen, 
omentum,  or  mesentery,  present  so  many  separate  sources  of  error 
against  which  we  need  to  be  on  our  guard ;  while,  last  of  all,  the 
caution  is  not  superfluous  which  warns  us  to  be  on  the  watch 
against  imaginary  tumors  such  as  are  produced  by  flatus  in  the 
intestines,  or  by  fat  in  the  integuments,  or  loading  the  omentum, 
or  by  faeces  in  the  large  intestine,  or  against  those  still  more  un- 
real swellings  which  have  no  existence  at  all  save  in  the  disordered 
fancy  of  the  patient. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  earlier  stages  of  ovarian  dropsy 
are  accompanied  by  a  good  deal  both  of  general  febrile  disturbance 
and  of  local  sufl'ering.  In  such  cases  doubt  may  for  a  time  be 
entertained  as  to  whether  a  swelling  which  is  discovered  by  the 
side  of  the  uterus  is  the  result  of  inflammation,  or  whether  a  more 
serious  view  must  be  taken  of  its  nature.  If  the  disease  be  ovarian, 
it  will  generally  be  found  on  close  investigation  that  some  slight 
discomfort,  referred  to  the  atiected  side,  had  for  a  considerable 
time  preceded  the  more  acute  symptoms,  or  that  those  symptmns 
themselves  had  been  of  longer  duration  than  are  commonly  such 
as  betoken  inflammation  of  the  broad  ligament.  At  the  same  time, 
hovvever,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  attack  of  inflammation 
is  sometimes  the  first  evidence  of  the  presence  of  ovarian  tumor, 
and  that  this  is  especially  the  case  with  hair  and  fat  cysts  of  the 
ovary.  Still  even  then  the  iiiHanimation  does  not  in  general  ex- 
tend to  the  adjacent  tissues,  so  that  the  ovarian  tumor  is  ver}'  often 
still  mova!)le ;  or  if  it  be  pi'essed  so  closely  between  the  uterus 
and  the  j»elvic  wall  as  to  have  lost  this  characteristic,  yet  we  miss 
that  thickening  and  induration  of  the  roof  of  the  vagina  which 
arc  such  constant  attendants  on  inllanunation  of  the  broad  liga- 
ment, and  of  j)arts  therewith  conni'cted.  The  tumor,  too,  whether 
felt  per  vaginam,  or  with  the  hand  over  the  ramus  of  the  pubes, 
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presents  a  much  more  definite  outline  than  is  yielded  by  the 
swelling  formed  bj^  the  inflamed  broad  ligament ;  while,  lastly,  in 
many  instances  the  uterine  sound  enables  us  to  isolate  the  womb 
from  the  tumor  by  its  side.  Even  when  at  first  there  is  most 
room  for  doubt,  observation  continued  for  a  comparatively  short 
time  almost  always  dispels  the  uncertainty.  Often  the  inflamma- 
tion attacks  the  side  opposite  to  that  first  affected,  while  it  is  rare 
for  both  ovaries  to  be  involved  within  so  short  a  time  of  each 
other.  But  even  though  this  should  not  occur,  the  inflammation 
will  nearly  certainly  issue  in  suppuration  and  the  discharge  of 
matter,  though  perhaps  by  no  perceptible  channel.  The  swelling 
will  then  diminish,  though  for  a  time  possibly  increasing  in  hard- 
ness, till  at  length  it  slowly  disappears;  while  the  ovarian  tumor, 
on  the  contrary,  will  increase,  and  with  its  growing  bulk  the  pres- 
ence of  fluid  within  it  v;^ill  become  more  and  more  perceptible. 

The  distinction  between  j^^rows  tumors  of  the  uterus  and  tumor 
of  the  ovary  is  far  from  being  as  easy  as  might  beforehand  be 
anticipated,  especially  when  the  tumor  grows  from  the  posterior 
uterine  wall.  The  facts  that  fibrous  tumors  are  seldom  developed 
at  as  early  an  age  as  tumors  of  the  ovary,  that  they  are  seldom 
solitary,  and  that  they  are  usually  accompanied  by  menorrhagia, 
are  always  worth  bearing  in  mind,  though  far  enough  from  being 
conclusive  in  any  doubtful  case.  But,  besides,  their  surface  is 
often  uneven  or  nodulated;  they  present  a  greater  degree  of  hard- 
ness than  an  ovarian  cyst,  though  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
when  small  and  tense  the  cyst  may  yield  no  distinct  evidence  of 
fluctuation,  while  a  large  and  rapidly  growing  fibrous  tumor  may, 
when  felt  through  the  abdominal  walls,  present  a  sense  of  elasticity 
which  gives  it  a  most  deceptive  resemblance  to  an  ovarian  cyst. 
I  know  of  one  instance  in  which  this  resemblance  betrayed  two 
very  experienced  surgeons  into  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  a 
supposed  ovarian  cyst,  but  who  discovered,  when  too  late,  that  the 
tumor  was  a  very  large  fibrous  growth  from  the  outer  surface  of 
the  uterus.  The  opposite  error  I  have  both  seen  committed  by 
others,  and  have  fallen  into  it  myself,  in  cases  where  a  small  thin- 
walled  ovarian  cyst  was  still  lying  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  and 
consequently  close  to  the  uterus,  while  the  pressure  from  above 
and  around  it  suflaced  not  only  to  destroy  all  sense  of  fiuctuation, 
but  even  to  take  away  from  it  that  feeling  of  elasticity  which  is  sO' 
rarely  absent  from  sacs  containing  fluid.  The  circumstance  of  the 
tumor  being  felt  at  both  sides  of  the  pelvis,  on  which  stress  has 
been  laid  by  some  writers  as  indicative  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the 
uterus,  is  in  reality  of  no  great  worth,  since,  as  stated  in  the  last 
lecture,  both  ovaries  are  involved  in  the  disease  in  about  a  third  of 
all  cases.  Fibrous  tumors  not  infrequently  somewhat  retrovert 
the  womb,  while  tumors  of  the  ovary  do  not  produce  that  effect^ 
but  merely  drive  it  forwards  and  to  one  sicle.  "We  are  very  apt^ 
however,  to  be  misled  with  reference  to  this  point  if  we  examine 
the  patient  in  the  ordinary  position  on  her  left  side,  since  the 
weight  of  the  tumor  will  be  likely  to  drag  or  to  push  the  womb 
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towards  the  side  ou  wliich  the  woman  lies;  and  on  this  account, 
the  examination  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  this  fact  should  be 
made  with  the  patient  Ij'ing  on  her  back.  The  sound,  too,  often 
helps  to  clear  up  doubt,  sometimes  by  distinctly  isolating  the 
uterus  from  the  ovarian  tumor,  in  other  cases  by  ascertaining  the 
cavity  of  the  womb  not  to  be  elongated,  and  thus  leading  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  growth  does  not  spring  from  its  walls.  Valu- 
able, however,  as  the  evidence  thus  obtained  unquestionably  is, 
two  circumstances  detract  from  its  worth.  Elongation  of  the 
uterine  cavity  is  met  with  in  cases  of  ovarian  disease  either  by  the 
tumor  as  it  rises  out  of  the  pelvis  dragging  out  the  corresponding 
horn  of  the  uterus,  instead  of  merely  lengthening  the  ligaments 
of  that  side,  or  as  the  result  of  adhesions  having  formed  between 
the  uterus  and  the  tumor,  when  the  cervix  becomes  of  necessity 
greatly  stretched  by  the  rajiid  increase  of  the  growth.  In  both  of 
these  cases  the  measurement  by  means  of  the  sound  would  suggest 
an  incorrect  conclusion;  and  hence  we  are  justified  in  attaching 
greater  weight  to  the  evidence  which  the  small  uterine  cavity 
alFords  of  the  disease  being  ovarian  than  to  that  which  the  large 
uterine  cavity  yields  of  the  disease  being  seated  in  the  womb. 

The  grooved  needle  ought  perhaps  to  be  mentioned  as  assisting 
in  doubtful  cases,  by  affording  proof  either  of  the  solidity  of  a 
tumor  or  of  the  presence  of  fluid  within  it.  The  failure  to  dis- 
cover fluid  in  a  tumor  does  not,  however,  by  any  means  disprove 
its  being  ovarian;  while  further,  with  reference  to  this  aid  to 
diagnosis,  I  would  add  that  its  use  is  not  always  harmless,  but 
that  symptoms  of  serious  inflammation  are  sometimes  excited 
even  by  the  simple  puncture  with  the  needle  of  a  tumor  which 
had  not  seemed  to  be  endowed  with  any  high  degree  of  sensibility. 

The  tumor  formed  by  the  retroverted  or  retrojlected  uterus  is 
scarcely  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  an  ovarian  tumor.  In  the  first 
place,  as  has  just  been  mentioned,  the  tumor  of  the  ovary  does 
not  alter  the  direction  of  the  os  uteri,  but  merely  carries  it  for- 
wards towards  the  anterior  pelvic  wall,  while,  in  the  next  place, 
the  small  size,  the  solidity,  and  the  comparatively  slight  mobility 
of  the  retroflected  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and  the  direct  transition 
of  the  cervix  uteri  into  its  substance,  suffice,  independently  even 
of  the  information  afforded  by  the  sound,  to  preserve  us  from 
error.  In  one  instance,  however,  where  rctroflection  of  the  uterus 
had  persisted  down  to  the  end  of  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy, 
I  fell  into  the  error  of  mistaking  the  tumor  for  ovarian  disease. 
There  wore,  it  is  true,  many  circumstances  which  in  this  case 
tended  to  throw  one  off  one's  guard;  but  I  would  remind  you, 
fir.Ht,  that  just  such  exceptional  cases  are  those  for  whicli  habits  of 
observation  are  to  be  cultivated,  and  diagnostic  skill  is  to  be  ac- 
quired; and  second,  that  in  every  instance  of  doubtful  pelvic  or 
abdominal  tumor,  before  \yc  attempt  to  determine  wliat  it  is,  we 
must  first  thoroughly  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  is  not  the  result  of 
jircgiiancy. 

\\'heu  the  tumor  has  increased  in  size,  so  as  to  occupy  tlie  ab- 
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dominal  cavity,  there  are  other  affections  with  which  it  may  be 
confounded.  In  many  of  these  cases,  too,  we  are  compelled  to 
judge  exclusively  from  what  comes  under  our  personal  observa- 
tion, for  the  patient  is  often  unable  to  give  other  than  a  most 
imperfect  account  of  her  previous  condition,  or  of  the  symptoms 
which  attended  the  development  of  her  disease.  In  the  case  of 
all  abdominal  tumors  whose  nature  is  at  all  obscure,  it  is  there- 
fore prudent  to  take  certain  precautions  before  we  attempt  to 
establish  their  diagnosis.  It  is  always  useful  to  keep  the  patient 
in  bed  for  twenty-four  hours;  and  if  the  abdominal  disten-sion  is 
at  all  considerable,  to  appl}^  a  bandage  lightly,  as  well  as  to  take 
care  that  the  bowels  are  freely  relieved  some  hours  before  our 
examination  is  made.  The  difference  between  the  morning  and 
afternoon  measurement  of  the  abdomen  in  the  case  of  a  person 
following  her  ordinary  pursuits  is  often  as  much  as  an  inch  and  a 
half;  and  this  increase  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  appears  to  be 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  presence  of  flatus  in  the  intestines.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  good  effects  of  a  day's  stay  in  bed  are  often 
very  striking  in  the  diminution  of  abdominal  distension,  and  the 
consequently  increased  facility  with  which  the  relations  of  any 
tumor  are  examined,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  tenderness  of 
the  abdominal  walls  is  much  lessened,  and  they  become  far  more 
tolerant  than  they  otherwise  would  be  of  the  pressure  of  the  hand. 
The  general  tendency  of  ovarian  tumors,  as  they  increase  in 
size,  is  to  yield  with  more  and  more  distinctness  the  sense  of  fluctu- 
ation ;  and  many  growths  which,  when  small,  had  seemed  to  be 
solid,  become  evidently,  in  the  course  of  time,  large  simple  cysts 
with  fluid  contents.  This  change  is  brought  about  either  by  the 
tension  of  the  cyst  diminishing  as  it  grows  larger,  in  consequence 
of  which  fluctuation  becomes  more  manifest ;  or  by  the  removal 
of  the  septa  which  had  previously  divided  it  into  many  chambers; 
or  lastly,  by  the  growth  of  one  cyst  at  the  expense  of  the  others, 
which  remain  with  whatever  solid  matter  enters  into  the  composi- 
tion of  the  tumor,  at  its  lower  part,  near  to  its  pedicle,  where  they 
cannot  readily  be  detected.  It  is  due  to  the  influence  of  some  or 
all  of  these  causes  that  we  occasionally  find  the  abdomen  so  much 
enlarged,  and  the  fluctuation  in  all  directions  so  uniformly  distinct 
as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  the  patient  suffers  from  ascites  or 
from  encysted  dropsy.  The  grounds  of  diagnosis,  and  which  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  suffice  for  the  ready  distinction  between 
the  two  conditions,  are  the  following :  Ascites  is  generally  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied  by  considerable  disorder  of  the  general 
health,  usually  of  a  febrile  character;  it  is  comparatively  acute  in 
its  development,  is  often  associated  with  anasarca,  almost  always 
with  very  scanty  secretion  of  urine;  in  many  cases  with  albuminuria, 
in  all  of  which  respects  it  differs  essentially  from  ovarian  dropsy. 
Examination,  too,  yields  a  different  result  in  the  two  diseases.  The 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen  is  symmetrical  in  ascites;  while  in 
ovarian  dropsy  one  side  is  often  manifestly  more  prominent  than 
the  other.     In  ascites  the  abdomen  is  flattened,  spreading  out  at 
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either  side:  in  ovarian  dropsy  the  tumor  is  distinctly  most  promi- 
nent towards  the  mesial  line,  somewhat  as  is  the  case  in  pregnancy, 
while,  when  the  size  of  the  tumor  is  very  considerable,  it  spreads 
out  the  floating  ribs,  and  imparts  a  conical  form  to  the  thorax, 
which  is  not  produced  by  mere  ascites.  Percussion  over  the  front 
of  the  abdomen  almost  invariably  yields  a  dull  sound  in  ovarian 
dropsy,  for  it  scarcely  ever  happens  that  any  coils  of  intestine  are 
interposed  between  the  enlarged  ovary  and  the  abdominal  walls. 
In  ascites,  on  the  other  hand,  the  intestines  float  as  near  the  sur- 
face as  the  mesentery  to  which  they  are  tethered  will  permit;  and 
hence  percussion  over  the  front  of  the  abdomen  gives  out  a  clear 
sound ;  or  should  there  at  first  be  dulness,  owing  to  the  presence 
of  a  large  quantity  of  fluid,  it  sufiices  to  press  a  little  firmly,  so  as 
to  displace  some  of  the  fluid,  and  bring  the  hand  nearer  to  the 
intestines  in  order  to  elicit  a  clear  sound,  or  at  least  a  semi-reso- 
nance, wdiich  is  equally  characteristic.  As  the  patient  with  ascites 
lies  upon  her  back,  percussion  yields  a  dull  sound  in  either  lumbar 
region;  while  if  she  turns  upon  her  side,  resonance  is  at  once  per- 
ceived on  that  side  w^hich  is  uppermost.  When  to  this  is  added 
that  ascites  seldom  exists  long  without  being  attended  by  some 
obstruction  of  the  abdominal  circulation,  and  by  an  attempt  at 
compensating  for  it  by  enlargement  of  the  superficial  abdominal 
veins  ;  and  lastly,  that  some  trace  of  the  outline  of  the  tumor  can 
usually,  with  care,  be  made  out  in  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy,  I  have 
enumerated  all  the  customary  signs  of  each  aftection. 

Various  causes,  however,  complicate  a  question  which  seems  so 
simple,  and  one  might  almost  console  one's  self  for  one's  own  errors 
of  diagnosis  in  these  cases  by  finding  how  many  and  how^  eminent 
are  the  men  w-ho  have  confessed  to  the  like  mistakes.  Crnveilhier^ 
mentions  seeing  a  lady  in  w^hom  an  encysted  dropsy  of  the  ovary 
had  been  taken  by  two  very  experienced  practitioners  for  ascites, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  a  second  very  careful  examination  of  the 
patient  that  they  w^ere  convinced  of  the  error  of  their  opinion,  and 
of  the  correctness  of  the  view  adopted  by  Cruveilhier;  while  Boinet 
confesses^  that  he  on  one  occasion  injected  the  peritoneum  with  a 
solution  of  iodine,  under  the  impression  that  the  case  Avas  one  of 
ovai'iaii  dropsy.  ISIost  of  the  mistakes  which  are  committed  arc  of 
this  latter  kind,  and  man}'-  circumstances  contribute  to  render  this 
the  form  of  error  to  which  practitioners  are  most  liable.  Now  and 
then,  indeed,  wcmeetwith  exceptions  to  tlie  development  of  ovarian 
droyisy  during  a  comparatively  good  state  of  the  general  liealth.  A 
j)aticnt,  aged  forty-two,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, ill  whom  the  formation  of  an  ovarian  tumor  exactly  eotncided 
with  an  attack  of  general  dropsy  and  albuminuria  produced  by  ex- 
posure to  cold.  Greatly  imi»aired  health,  and  a  scanty  secretion 
of  urine,  which  was  loaded  with  alhumcn,  still  persisted  at  the 
time  of  the  woman  coming  under  my  notice  five  months  after- 

•  Avfifiimic  J'nf/tol<ir/if/>ic,  vol.  iii,  p.  400. 
2  Jodotherapie,  etc.,  8vo.,  Paris,  1855,  p.  206. 
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wards ;  but  the  characters  of  the  tumor  were  fortunately  too  well 
marked  for  its  nature  to  be  overlooked. 

The  opposite  error  is  especially  likely  to  be  committed  in  those 
cases  in  which  ascites,  depending  on  some  obstacle  to  the  portal 
circulation,  such  for  instance  as  occurs  in  cirrhosis  of  the  liver, 
comes  on  without  any  active  symptoms  or  any  important  disturb- 
ance of  the  general  health.  Such  a  cas«  was  that  of  a  woman, 
aged  thirty-four,  who  was  received  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, suffering  from  urgent  dyspnoea,  owing  to  the  enormous  dis- 
tension of  the  abdomen,  which  measured  forty-four  and  three- 
quarter  inches  in  circumference.  Tapping  was  at  once  performed, 
and  thirty-one  pints  of  serum  were  evacuated  with  great  and  im- 
mediate relief  to  her  symptoms.  The  patient  then  stated  that  after 
experiencing  vague  pains  in  her  limbs,  her  abdomen  eighteen 
months  before  began  to  enlarge,  and  as  her  menstruation,  previ- 
ously regular,  had  now  become  suspended,  she  at  first  fancied  her- 
self pregnant.  After  an  interval  of  three  paonths,  however,  the 
menses  returned,  and  had  subsequently  become  much  more  profuse 
than  formerly.  This  weakened  her ;  but  until  her  respiration  began 
to  be  interfered  with  by  the  enormous  enlargement  of  the  abdomen, 
no  grave  symptoms  of  ill-health  had  appeared.  The  skin  was  not 
icteroid,  and  a  day  or  two  after  the  tapping  the  patient  expressed 
herself  as  feeling  quite  comfortable ;  her  tongue  was  clean,  her 
bowels  were  regular,  her  appetite  was  good,  and  she  slept  well. 
The  history  of  the  patient,  and  her  general  condition,  might  have 
misled  one ;  but  the  following  circumstances  abundantly  guarded 
against  error : 

1st.  The  fact  that  no  tumor  or  cyst  had  been  distinguished  after 
the  first  tapping,  and  that  on  the  re-accumulation  of  the  fluid  no 
distinct  limitation  of  the  swelling  in  any  direction  could  be  dis- 
covered. 

2d.  The  existence  of  distinct  resonance  on  percussion,  in  spite 
of  the  enormous  distension  of  the  abdomen,  while  at  the  same 
time  there  was  none  of  that  bulging  outwards  of  the  floating  ribs 
which  a  solid  tumor  of  such  dimensions  would  occasion. 

3d.  The  procident  condition  of  the  uterus,  while  that  organ  is 
commonly  though  not  invariably  drawn  upwards  by  an  ovarian 
tumor. 

4th.  The  enlargement  of  the  superficial  abdominal  veins,  and 
the  presence  of  a  very  obvious  irregular,  nodular  enlargement  of 
the  liver. 

The  signs  that  in  this  instance  kept  from  error  may  be  almost 
entirely  absent;  and  then,  as  in  the  painful  case  which  Twill  next 
relate  for  your  warning,  a  little  oversight,  a  little  want  of  vigilance 
and  care,  may  suffice  to  lead  us  grievously  wrong. 

A  young  girl,  aged  seventeen  and  a  half  j^ears,  was  sent  up  from 
the  country,  alleged  to  be  suffering  from  ovarian  dropsy,  which  her 
appearance  and  history  confirmed.  Her  abdomen  measured  forty- 
one  inches ;  it  was  generally  dull  on  percussion,  except  in  both 
lumbar  regions,  where  there  was  semi-resonance  on  the  right 
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side  and  a  clear  sound  more  marked  and  more  extended  on  the 
left.  Her  history  was,  that  having  begun  to  menstruate  at 
fifteen,  the  catamenia  continued  regular  for  twelve  months,  when 
they  ceased  in  consequence  of  a  fright  at  a  menstrual  period.  Her 
health,  however,  still  remained  pretty  good,  but  about  five  months 
before  she  came  under  my  notice  the  abdomen  began  to  enlarge, 
and  for  a  month  this  e«largement  had  been  going  on  with  great 
rapidity,  and  her  respiration  had  become  impeded,  while  some 
swelling  of  the  legs  had  taken  place  within  a  week.  There  was 
no  enlargement  of  the  superficial  abdominal  veins;  the  generally 
dull  sound  on  percussion,  with  the  resonance  in  the  lumbar  re- 
gions, the  patient's  age,  her  history,  all  tallied  so  exactly  with 
the  opinion  said  to  have  been  expressed  by  her  previous  medical 
attendant,  that  no  doubt  was  for  a  moment  entertained  as  to  her 
disease  being  ovarian  dropsy.  Twenty  pints  of  clear,  yellowish 
serum  were  let  out  with  great  relief,  a  bandage  was  applied  to 
the  abdomen,  and  no  bad  symptoms  followed.  In  eleven  days, 
the  fluid  having  re-collected,  seventeen  pints  were  once  more  let 
out,  and  Sx  of  a  solution  of  iodine  were  thrown  in  through  the 
canula,  and  so  completely  was  the  nature  of  the  case  taken  for 
granted,  that  this  was  not  preceded,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  by 
a  repetition  of  careful  examination  of  the  abdomen.  The  injec- 
tion caused  some  pain  and  alarming  faintness,  and  until  the  pa- 
tient's death  in  sixteen  and  a  half  hours  great  faintness  was  the 
prevailing  symptom.  There  was  but  little  pain,  no  anxiety  of 
countenance,  no  restlessness,  or  jactitation  ;  and  though  the  pulse 
was  very  feeble,  yet  for  eight  hours  the  heart's  action  was  good 
and  regular,  the  patient  dozed  occasionally,  and  awoke  sensible. 
After  that  time,  however,  more  marked  collapse  came  on,  the  sur- 
face became  cold,  vomiting  occurred  frequently,  and  sinking  thus, 
she  died  with  very  little  sufi'ering,  and  retaining  her  intellect  un- 
clouded almost  to  the  last. 

Examination  of  the  body  discovered  intense  congestion  of  the 
peritoneum,  a  few  adhesions  between  the  coils  of  intestine  in  the 
upper  part  of  tlie  abdomen,  and  more  numerous  adhesions  lower 
down,  but  no  efi'usion  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  nor  any  general 
deposit  of  lymph  on  either  surface  of  the  peritoneum.  The  uterus 
and  its  appendages  were  healthy,  there  was  no  tumor  an3'\vhere, 
but  the  liver  was  shrunken  to  half  its  natural  size,  and  in  a  state 
of  very  far  advanced  cirrhosis. 

Both  of  these  cases  are  instructive,  T)ut  the  latter  is  especially 
80.  It  teaches  the  sleepless  watchfulness  which  alone  can  guard 
from  error,  the  importance  of  not  taking  anything  upon  trust, 
nor  of  allowing  our  judgment  to  be  swayed  by  any  j)reviously 
cx])resscd  o})iiiion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  Avhen  once  a 
patient  comes  undi'i'  oui-  care,  and  \vc  assume  Ihe  responsibility 
of  her  management.  It  sliows  the  need,  too,  t)f  not  taking  the 
previous  history  n|)on  aiiv  other  person's  authority,  ])ut  of  cross- 
examining  botli  the  ]iationt  ami  hci*  friends  ourselves.  In  this 
instance  it  was  ascertained  after  the  patient's  death  that  licr  sister 
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bad  died  of  disease  of  the  liver,  and  that  the  fright  which  was 
followed  by  suppression  of  the  catamenia,  was  succeeded  also  by 
severe  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  and  by  great  sallowness 
of  the  complexion,  which  subsequently  passed  away.  These  facts 
would  doubtless  have  awakened  attention  to  the  possibility  of  the 
fluid  in  the  abdomen  being  dependent  on  some  visceral  disease, 
though  the  existence  of  advanced  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  in  so  young 
a  person  is  undoubtedly  an  exceptional  occurrence.  The  case 
shows,  moreover,  that  enlargement  of  the  superficial  abdominal 
veins  is  not  a  constant  attendant  on  obstruction  of  the  portal  cir- 
culation, while  it  further  proves  that  resonance  in  the  lumbar 
region  is  not  so  trustworthy  an  evidence  of  encysted  dropsy  as  is 
commonly  supposed.  The  presence  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
flatus  in  the  large  intestine  may  cause  percussion  to  yield  a  clear 
sound,  and  this  is  especially  the  case  on  the  right  side,  where  the 
varying  relations  of  the  cjecum  greatly  modify  the  result  which 
we  obtain.  Lastly,  we  may  deduce  the  rule,  that  the  distinct  per- 
ception of  the  outline  of  the  tumor  is  a  condition  indispensable 
to  any  attempt  at  operation,  and  further,  I  may  add,  that  this 
must  have  been  perceived,  not  simply  on  a  previous  occasion,  but 
also  at  the  very  time  at  which  the  operation,  be  it  what  it  may,  is 
attempted. 

In  the  cases  which  I  have  related,  no  solid  tumor  existed,  or 
at  least  none  whose  situation  at  all  corresponded  with  that  which 
would  be  occupied  by  the  enlarged  ovary.  Ascites  and  ovarian 
tumor  may,  however,  coincide,  but  the  tendency  of  any  error  in 
diagnosis  in  such  a  case  will  be  rather  to  overlooking  the  existence 
of  the  tumor,  than  to  misinterpreting  the  ascites.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  the  solid  tumor  is  not  perceptible  until  after  the  removal 
of  the  fluid  by  tapping,  while  in  other  instances  it  is  found,  on 
careful  examination  of  the  abdomen,  that  the  hand,  displacing  the 
superjacent  fluid,  comes  down  here  and  there  upon  a  solid  body, 
whose  exact  dimensions  and  form  it  may  yet  not  be  possible  to 
determine.  It  is  chiefly  as  influencing  our  prognosis  that  the  de- 
tection of  the  solid  tumor  is  of  importance.  The  presence  of  a 
small  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  abdominal  cavity  adds  little  or 
nothing  to  the  gravity  of  the  prognosis  of  ovarian  dropsy.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  presence  of  a  large  amount  of  fluid  in  the 
peritoneum  associated  with  a  small  solid  tumor  is  always  a  matter 
of  great  moment.  Such  a  tumor  is  seldom  ovarian,  for  ovarian 
tumors,  though  when  large  they  disorder  the  circulation  through 
the  abdominal  vessels,  seldom  so  far  interrupt  it  as  to  produce 
any  considerable  eftusion.  Solid  tumors  so  situated  as  to  have 
this  efifect  are  often  malignant  in  character,  are  very  likely  to 
increase,  and  are  scarcely  at  all  within  reach  of  any  kind  of  inter- 
ference. 

The  distended  bladder  has  been  taken  for  la  dropsy  of  the  ovary, 
but  this  is  an  error  which  ought  not  to  be  committed.  The  exactly 
oval  form  of  the  tumor,  its  mesial  situation,  its  tension  as  ascer- 
tained by  external  examination,  the  unchanged  position  of  the 
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uterus,  the  absence  of  any  tumor  felt  per  vaginam,  or  if  any  be 
discovered,  its  situation  in  front  of  the  uterus  instead  of  behind 
it,  are  characteristic,  even  if  no  history  of  the  case  were  obtain- 
able. It  is  almost  needless  to  remind  you  that  in  every  instance 
where  the  nature  of  a  tumor  admits  of  doubt,  the  catheter  should 
be  introduced  in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  this  cause  of 
error. 

The  mistake  of  dropsy  of  the  ovary  for  p-egnancy  is  impossible 
so  soon  as  the  case  is  submitted  to  a  thorough  examination,  though 
it  is  far  from  rare  for  idle  whispers  to  be  raised  prejudicial  to  a 
patient's  character  before  she  has  come  under  medical  observation. 
Examination  per  vaginam,  and  the  discovery  of  the  unaltered  state 
of  the  OS  and  cervix  and  lower  segment  of  the  uterus,  as  contrasted 
with  the  closure  of  the  os,  the  softening  of  the  cervix,  and  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  lower  segment  of  the  womb  which  accompany 
pregnancy,  cannot  but  remove  all  doubt.  In  those  cases,  how- 
ever, in  which  a  mistake  would  be  most  serious  in  its  conse- 
quences, namely,  in  unmarried  women,  we  are  often  precluded 
from  giving  to  any  one  the  slightest  hint  of  our  doubts  or  suspi- 
cions, and  are  consequently  unable  to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
making  a  vaginal  examination.  So  long,  too,  as  ,an  ovarian  cyst 
does  not  exceed  the  size  of  the  womb  at  the  iifth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, it  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  it  to  be  elastic  rather  than 
distinctly  fluctuating,  while  the  position  of  the  tumor  is  often  so 
nearl}'  mesial  that  its  situation  does  not  afford  any  means  of  dis- 
criminating between  it  and  the  gravid  uterus.  The  absence  of 
the  mammary  sympathies,  and  also  of  any  sound  like  the  uterine 
souffle,  can  both  in  general  be  ascertained,  and  deserve  great 
reliance,  as  strong  negative  evidence  against  the  existence  of 
pregnancy. 

There  are  still  some  rare  conditions  productive  of  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen  which  may  be  mistaken  for  ovarian  tumors.  Such, 
for  instance,  are  those  large  accumulations  of  fluid  which  have 
been  found  in  the  substance  of  fibrous  growths  of  the  uterus,'  and 
such  the  almost  equally  uncommon  cases  of  encysted  dropsy  of  the 
abdomen,  where  the  fluid  collects,  in  the  sub-peritoneal  cellular 
tissue,  or  between  the  layers  of  the  omentum.^  One  instance  of 
this  latter  occurrence  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  in 
which  l)etween  four  and  five  quarts  of  a  dark  fluid  were  found 
collected  Ijctween  the  folds  of  the  omentum,  and  during  the  pa- 
tient's lifetime  frequent  discharges  of  a  similar  fluid  had  taken 
placte  from  the  umbilicus.  The  dropsy  had  during  the  life  of  the 
patient  been  supposed  to  be  ovarian ;  but  though  malignant  disease 

'  iSi-f  a  reference  to  these  cases  in  a  note  at  p.  220. 

"^  On  the  subject  of  cysts  of  tin-  ahdoinituil  cavity  see  Aheillo,  TraiU dcs  ITydrop- 
sies  (■/  <lr.H  Ki/.sfr,s,  8vo.,  Paris,  lHr)2,  ]i|(.  Alil-'jHT;  (%)iilniKrs  Pictlntuin/,  nv{'\c\o 
Dropsy,  and  tlie  referenccis  at  p.  (KiO;  S.  Lee  on  TiainirK  of  ihc  Utcriin,  p.  123; 
the  casi's  of  Sir  H.  lirodic?,  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  i,  p.  i]',\4  ;  Dr.  Tlionison,  ibid.,  p.  4(!8 ; 
(Iruvi'ilhier,  Traitr  d'Aru/totnic  I'ldlial.,  vol,  ill,  ji.  518;  and  tlie  papers  of  Mr.  0. 
Hawkins,  Mud.  Chtr.  Trans.,  vol.  xviii,  p.  17.''i;  and  ^1.  ■CiKinlourclIc,  Archives  dc 
Med.,  1831,  vol.  xxvii,  j).  218. 
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of  both  ovaries  was  discovered,  yet  neither  of  them  contained  fluid 
at  all  similar  in  character  to  that  which  was  found  in  the  omentum  ; 
nor,  indeed,  could  either  be  detected  till  after  the  fl.uid  in  the 
omental  cyst  had  been  let  out.  I  am  aware  of  no  means  by  which 
such  cases  are  to  be  discriminated  from  ovarian  dropsy ;  as  far  as 
I  know,  their  nature  has  scarcely  ever  been  suspected  during  the 
lifetime  of  the  patient. 

The  only  conditions  in  which  large  tumors  of  the  spleen  or  liver 
are  likely  to  be  taken  for  growths  of  the  ovary,  are  when  they  are 
of  very  long  standing,  have  acquired  a  very  large  size,  and  have 
occurred  in  persons  who  are  either  incapacitated  by  illness  from 
telling  their  own  history,  or  who  have  been  so  unobservant  as  not 
to  notice  the  beginning,  and  scarcely  to  attend  to  the  progress  of 
their  disease.  Still,  even  in  these  circumstances  the  prominence 
of  the  tumor  at  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  dulness  in  the 
hypochondriac  region,  and  the  fact  that  at  some  part,  if  not  at  all, 
the  lower  edge  of  the  growth  can  be  detected,  will  keep  the  mod- 
erately careful  observer  from  error. 

And  here,  I  think,  we  may  take  leave  of  the  diagnosis  of  ova- 
rian tumor.^     That  fseces  in  the  large  intestine  have  been  taken 

1  I  know  no  place  more  fitting  than  the  present  for  a  brief  reference  to  those 
Jioaiing  abdominal  tuviors  which  all  practitioners  have  occasionally  met  with,  though 
much  difference  of  opinion  has  prevailed  with  reference  to  their  real  nature. 

All  of  these  tumors  bear  a  very  close  resemblance  to  each  other,  both  in  size, 
shape,  and  situation.  They  are  oval  in  form,  usually  about  the  size  of  a  turkey's 
egg,  and  are  generally  situated  in  the  hypochondriac  or  lateral  region,  their  lower 
margin  seldom  descending  below  the  level  of  the  iliac  crest.  In  most  instances 
one  tumor  onlj^  is  present,  but  sometimes  there  are  two  in  opposite  sides,  and  for 
the  most  part  symmetrical  in  all  respects.  Thej'  generally  admit  of  displacement 
inwards  towards  the  mesial  line  much  more  readily  than  outwards,  and  upwards 
to  a  far  greater  extent  than  downwards,  so  that  they  can  sometimes  be  pushed  up ' 
out  of  reach  under  the  floating  ribs,  but  seldom  downwards  into  the  iliac  region, 
and  never  into  the  pelvic  cavity.  They  are  firm,  though  not  without  a  certain 
degree  of  elasticity  ;  their  surface  is  smooth  and  regular;  no  sound  can  be  detected 
in  them  by  means  of  the  stethoscope,  and  they  yield  a  dull  sound  on  percussion, 
modified  only  by  the  presence  of  a  coil  of  intestine  distended  with  air  behind 
them,  when  they  may  yield  a  sort  of  semi-resonance.  Pressure  on  them  is  painful, 
but  the  pain,  which  is  of  a  peculiar,  sickening  character,  usually  passes  otF  when, 
they  are  no  longer  handled.  Sometimes,  however,  they  are  the  seat  of  a  constant 
wearing  pain,  which  comes  on  causelessly,  and  continuing  for  hours,  days,  or 
weeks,  subsides  equally  without  occasion,  though  it  may  be  said,  as  a  general  rule, 
to  be  aggravated  by  exertion  and  mitigated  by  rest.  They  have  either  been  acci- 
dentally found  out  on  examination  of  the  abdomen  for  some  other  purpose,  or  the 
pain  experienced  in  them  has  led  to  the  discoverj'' of  their  presence  by  the  patient. 
Their  rate  of  increase  must  be  slow,  for  though  patients  affected  with  them  have 
for  years  been  under  my  occasional  observation,  I  have  never  ascertained  that 
their  size  has  undergone  any  modification.  I  know  of  one  instance,  too,  in  which 
a  tumor  of  this  description  had  existed  for  more  than  twenty  years  in  a  lady  of 
sixty,  unchanged  in  shape,  size,  or  situation.  This  lady  had  been  seen  by  the  late 
Dr.  Warren,  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  audit  may  illustrate 
the  obscurity  which  prevails  with  reference  to  their  nature  if  I  mention  that 
each  of  these  eminent  men  gave  a  different  opinion  with  reference  to  it,  one  of 
them  regarding  it  as  connected  with  the  mesentery^,  another  as  a  floating  kidney, 
and  a  third  believed  it  to  be  ovarian. 

I  have  a  record  of  thirteen  cases,  of  which  the  chief  particulars  are  represented 
below  in  a  tabular  form  : 
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for  them ;  that  fat  and  flatus  have  raised  a  suspicion  of  their  pres- 
ence ;  that  the  abdomen  even  has  been  opened  to  remove  a  tumor 


Age. 

Years  married. 

Seat  of  Tumor. 

Period  it  had  existed. 

Symptoms. 

r     Accidentally  dis-     "V 

26 

2 

Right  Hypochondrium. 

J  covered  when  under  [ 
1         treatment  for        [ 
L     another  ailment.    J 

None. 

27 

4 

i(                   « 

One  year. 

Pain  and  dy.<;pepsia. 

29 

Si 

Left  Hypochondrium. 

" 

f  Pain,  which  came  \ 
\  on  after  exertion.  J 

30 

6,  sterile. 

Right  Hypochondrium. 

Eighteen  months. 

Pain  and  dyspepsia. 

35 

Married. 

Both  hypochondria. 

f    Lett,  nine  months.    ") 
\  Right,  three  weeks.  J 

Pain. 

38 

14 

Right  Hypochondrium. 

One  year. 

" 

47 

Jlarried. 

Left  Iliac. 

Seven  years. 

Pain,  occasional. 

60 

(  Twice  married,  "1 
1   now  a  widow,    f 

Right  Iliac. 

Twenty  years. 

Slight  occasional  pain. 

38 

17 

Right  Hypochondrium. 

Six  months. 

Occasional  pain. 

30 

5 

" 

Three  years  and  a  half. 
r    Two  years  follow-    'j 

Dull  pain. 

45 

2,  widow. 

" 

J           ing  violent           ( 
1        concussion  on        [ 
(             rail«vay.            J 

Slight  pain  in  right 
leg. 

40 

20 

It                   (( 

f  Thirteen  years  after  "1 
1       birth  of  a  child.     | 

Dull  pain. 

35 

9 

»                   It 

J      Accidentally  dis-     \ 
{             covered.             j 

None. 

In  10  cases,  then,  the  tumor  was  seated  on  the  right  side,  in  2  on  the  left,  and 
in  1  on  both  sides,  its  position  having  in  11  out  of  the  13  been  distinctly  in  the 
hypochondi-ium,  twice  only  in  the  upper  part  of  the  iliac  region,  and  in  those  two 
instances  allowing  of  displacement  upwards,  but  not  at  all  in  a  downward  direc- 
tion. The  connection  of  dyspeptic  symptouis  with  the  tumor  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium on  two  occasions  may  suggest  the  probability  of  its  being  sometimes 
formed  by  the  scirrhous  pylorus,  an  hypothesis  which,  in  the  case  of  a  patient 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Burrows,  was  contirmed  by  post-mortem  examination. 

Some  movable  tumors  may  possibly  be  connected  with  the  mesentery,  and  some 
may  admit  of  the  explanation  which  I  have  been  informed  that  the  late  Dr.  Aber- 
crombie,  of  Edinburgh,  proposed.  He  thought  that  a  sort  of  spasmodic  constriction 
of  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  colon  inclosed  a  small  collection  of  flatus,  suificient  to 
form  a  swelling  distinctly  perceptible  by  the  hand  of  the  physician,  but  distin- 
guishable by  its  resonance  on  percussion  from  all  solid  tumors.  1  cannot  say, 
however,  that  I  have  met  with  any  condition  clearly  answering  to  this  description, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  that  movable  abdominal  tumors  presenting  the  characters 
above  described,  are  almost,  or  quite  invariably,  produced  by  displacement  of  the 
kidney.  On  this  hypothesis,  too,  one  can  understand  the  occasional  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  the  swelling  after  a  violent  exertion  or  strain,  as  in  the  case  of  one  of 
mj'  patients,  in  whom  it  followed  concussion  in  a  railway  carriage,  or  of  a  gentle- 
man in  whom  it  was  produced  by  a  fail  from  horseback.  M.  Cruveilhier*  has 
noticed  these  swellings,  and  has  observed  that  it  is  almost  always  the  rigiit  kidney 
which  i.s  tluis  displaced,  and  that  the  accident,  while  vei'y  rare  in  the  male  subject, 
is  far  from  being  unccjmmon  in  tiio  ieniale.  He  attributes  it  to  the  ))ressure  of 
tigiitly  laced  stays  u])on  the  liver.  "The  kidney,"  says  he,  "is  then  compressed 
between  the  liver,  which  is  in  front,  the  lower  ribs,  and  the  vertebral  column, 
which  are  behind,  and  is  squecezed,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  sort  of  bed  in  whicli  it 
lies  williout  bt:ing  adhrj-ml  to  it,  just  as  a  iilum-stoiu^  would  slip  lV<iui  between  liio 
fingers." 

1  d(j  not  know  tiiat  any  iurliicr  iigiit  lias  bet'ii  tiirowu  on  liiis  ac('iilent,or  on  its 
m(jde  of  iiroducliiiii,  l)ut  a  coiuiiarison  of  tiic  luunerous  eases  now  vn  record  sub- 
staiitial(;s  tlie  corrci^lncss  of  Cnivi'ilhier's  opinion.  In  the  Archives dc  HJct/rri iic  i'ov 
]H'>'.I,  vol.  ii,  |)|).  lf)H  and  liOl,  M.  Fritz  luis  eoileetetl  from  various  sources  35  cases 
f)l'  filiating  kidney.  Of  tliese  5  only  occurred  in  tlu!  male,  30  in  tlie  female.  In 
I'.i  cases  liie  rigiit  kidney  wus'inovabio,  in  4  tiie  left;  and  wliile  in  7  botli  organs 
were  soniewiiat  misplaced,  the  mobility  of  the  right  kidney  was  in  5  of  these  in- 
Btunces  much  grcuter  than  thut  of  tho  loft. 


■  Anatmnic  I'uiftokiyiquc  Ucncrulr.,  vol.  ii,  ji.  723. 
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which  was  found  to  have  no  existence,  proves  only  how  large  is 
the  possibility  of  error,  how  vigihint  must  be  our  care  if  we  will 
avoid  a  danger  which  the  wisest  have  not  always  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  escape. 


LECTURE    XXVIII. 

OYAEIAN   TUMOKS  AND   DEOPSY. 

Treatment;  difficulty  of  estimating  its  results.  Duration  of  life  in  ovarian 
dropsy.  Cases  divisible  into  three  classes  :  some  must  be  let  alone,  some  naay 
be,  some  require  interference. 

Prophtlactic  measures,  and  medicinal  agents. 

Operative  proceedikgs.  Tappii\^g,  when  absolutely  necessary.  Opinions  as  to 
danger  of  its  performance,  statistics  of  the  subject,  bad  results  possibly  over- 
estimated, circumstances  in  which  early  tapping  may  be  admissible.  Mode  of 
performing  the  operation  ;  danger  of  exhaustion  and  of  cyst  inflammation ; 
their  symptoms  and  treatment. 

There  is  some  fallacy  as  well  as  much  truth  in  almost  all  pop- 
ular sayings.  Even  the  adage  that  a  "doubtful  remedy  is  better 
than  none,"  is  not  of  universal  application,  for  doubtful  remedies 
are  often  dangerous,  and  if  thej^  fail  to  cure  they  frequently  aggra- 
vate the  disease.  The  danger  of  the  disease  itself  is  an  element 
never  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  our  estimate  of  the  expediency  of 
interfering  with  its  progress;  and  if  the  present  suffering  it 
occasions  is  but  small,  if  its  advance  is  likely  to  be  slow,  if  it  may 
be  interrupted  by  occasional  pauses,  we  should  hesitate  to  advise 
any  proceeding  by  which,  though  perfect  cure  may  possibly  be 
wrought,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  life  may  be  cut  short  suddenly. 
The  chances  of  complete  recovery  will  by  few  persons  be  felt  to 
overbalance  the  risk  of  immediate  death,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  us  to  throw  the  weight  of  our  influence  into  the  scale. 

Considerations  of  this  kind  are  nowhere  more  in  place  than  in 
an  inquiry  into  the  treatment  of  ovarian  tumors  and  drofsy — a  class 
of  diseases  which  indeed  tend  progressively  from  bad  to  worse, 
which  often  bring  with  them  much  suffering,  but  in  which,  never- 
theless, the  suft'ering  is  not  invariable,  nor  the  downward  tendency 
constantly  progressive,  so  "that  we  cannot  limit  their  possible 
duration,  or,  from  the  date  of  their  commencement,  calculate  with 
any  approach  to  certainty  the  time  which  will  elapse  before  they 
reach  their  close. 

The  reasons  for  this  uncertainty  are  so  obvious  as  scarcely  to 
need  that  I  should  insist  upon  them  here.  I  may,  however,  re- 
mind you  that  in  many  instances  we  are  unable  to  fix  the  time  at 
which  ovarian  disease  began  ;  so  imperceptible  are  often  its  ad- 
vances, so  few  the  symptoms  that  accompany  its  earlier  stages, 
that  not  infrequently  the  growth  has  attained  a  considerable  size 
before  the  attention  of  the  patient,  or  of  her  medical  attendant,  is 
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drawn  to  its  presence.  Even  after  it  lias  been  discovered,  it  is 
often  as  difficult  to  foretell  the  future  progress  of  the  disease  as  to 
determine  its  past  duration.  The  cyst  may  long  remain  stationary, 
its  flaccid  walls  announcing  that  absorption  goes  on  more  rapidly 
than  secretion,  or  it  may  possibly  disappear  altogether.  On  the 
other  hand,  just  the  opposite  course  may  be  run ;  the  barren  cyst 
may  become  proliferous,  or  the  compound  cyst  may  suddenly,  and 
_  apparently  causelessly,  pass  into  a  state  of  active  development,  or 
evidences  of  malignancy  may  manifest  themselves  in  a  growth  pre- 
sumed for  a  long  time  previously  to  be  innocent;  while  to  all 
these  contingencies  must  be  added  those  inseparable  from  the 
various  kinds  of  interference  which  the  mere  palliation  of  the  evil 
in  most  instances  requires.  Advocates  of  the  most  opposite  views 
with  reference  to  the  dangers  attendant  on  ovarian  disease  are  not 
without  ample  support  for  their  opinions:  cases  are  to  be  found  of 
life  continuing  for  years  in  very  tolerable  comfort,  and  even  of  the 
sexual  functions  being  duly  performed,  and  pregnancy  and  labor 
occurring  in  spite  of  it,  the  patient  dying  at  length  of  some  other 
perfectly  different  ailment.  Illustrations  of  just  an  opposite  kind 
are  still  more  numerous,  telling  of  the  rapid  development  of  the 
growth,  of  speedy  impairment  of  the  general  health,  of  death 
occurring  in  one,  two,  or  three  years  from  the  commencement  of 
the  evil,  or  of  life  being  cut  short  even  sooner  in  consequence  of 
some  attempt  at  giving  temporary  relief,  which  it  was  not  possible 
any  longer  to  delay. 

The  endeavor  has  been  made,  indeed,  to  arrive  at  more  definite 
results,  and  the  late  Mr.  SaiFord  Lee^  collected  with  characteristic 
diligence  the  particulars  of  123  cases: 

In  38  of  which  the  disease  lasted       1  year. 

(I  25  "  "                      2     "       ^ 

"  17  "  "                    3     " 

"  10  '"  u                    4     (1 

"     3  "  "                    5     " 

"14  "  "                    5  to  10  years. 

"     6  "  "  10  "  12"  " 

"     5  "  "  12  "  16     " 

"     4  "  "  20  "  25     " 

a     1  u  u  50                ic 

123 

'Now  from  tins  table  it  appears  that  90  out  of  123  cases,  or  3 
out  of  4,  or  73.9  per  cent.,  terminated  fatally  within  five  years, 
and  more  than  a  third  of  this  number  within  one  year  from  the 
observed  commencement  of  tlie  disease.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
between  the  oljserved  and  the  real  commencement  of  the  disease, 
there  is,  as  has  already  been  stated,  a  wide  difference,  and  wiiile 
the  numbers  doul)tlesH  understate  the  duration  ol"  tlie  evil  in  many 
cases  where  the  disease  ap])eare(I  to  be  most  rai)id,  they  prob- 
ably by  no  means  truly  represent  the  degree  to  which  life  was 
ol'tun  prolonged  in  spite  of  it.     Even  as  they  stand,  however,  the 

'  On  Tumors  (if  the  Uterus,  |).  177. 
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numbers  show  that  in  16  out  of  123  cases,  or  nearly  1  in  7,  life 
continued  for  a  period  of  from  ten  to  fifty  years ;  and  it  must  not 
be  forgotten,  that  when  a  disease  has  been  long  quiescent,  the 
patient  learns  to  think  but  little  of  it;  she  speaks  of  it  still  less  ; 
even  her  medical  attendant  is  perhaps  scarcely  aware  of  its  pres- 
ence; and  when  she  dies  either  of  that  or  of  some  other  affection, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  he  who  sees  the  end  had  also  seen  the  be- 
ginning of  the  malady.  One  other  point  there  is,  concerning 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  which  invalidates  all  the  statis- 
tics on  the  subject  wherewith  hitherto  we  have  been  furnished; 
and  that  is,  the  wide  disparity  between  the  results  that  different 
cases  yield.  One  year  and  fift}^  years  cannot  both  truly  represent 
the  time  occupied  by  the  same  disease  in  running  its  course.  We 
can  fix  the  duration  of  uterine  cancer  with  tolerable  accuracy,  and 
find  the  disease,  when  seated  in  the  womb,  to  obey  the  same  laws 
as  govern  it  in  other  parts.  We  know,  too,  that  the  slow-growing 
fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus  have  in  themselves  no  tendency  to 
destroy  life,  though  in  their  course  some  accident  may  occur  to 
compromise  it,  and  many  others  to  render  it  painful.  The  dis- 
crepancy between  the  results  of  diflerent  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy, 
on  the  other  hand,  plainly  shows,  what  indeed  the  study  of  its 
morbid  anatomy  has  taught  us,  that  under  this  name  several  dif- 
ferent diseases  have  been  included,  having  different  tendencies, 
warranting  a  diflerent  prognosis,  and  calling  for  difi'erent  modes 
of  treatment. 

In  any  inquiry  into  the  treatment  of  the  disease  these  facts 
must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  but  we  must  consider  it  with  reference 
to  the  special  form  of  the  afiection  with  which  in  each  separate 
case  we  have  to  do.  The  question  cannot  be  propounded  as  to 
whether  this  or  that  plan  of  treatment  is  suitable  for  ovarian 
dropsy  ;  but,  given  a  certain  form  of  ovarian  disease,  is  this  or  that 
proceeding  expedient  or  allowable;  or  is  it  wiser  to  do  nothing,  or 
to  palliate;  or  is  the  attempt  to  do  more,  justifiable ;  and  when  at 
length  the  necessity  for  interference  of  some  kind  becomes  abso- 
lutely unquestionable,  are  the  risks  even  of  palliative  proceedings 
so  considerable  as  to  warrant  a  greater  hazard  being  run  for  the 
chances  of  a  perfect  cure  ? 

All  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy  and  tumor  may  for  the  purposes  of 
therapeutics  be  considered  as  belonging  to  one  or  other  of  three 
classes,  according  as  they  are,  either 

1st.  Cases  which  mat/  be  let  alone. 

2d.  Cases  which  must  be  let  alone. 

3d.  Cases  Justifying,  or  absolutely  requiring  interference. 

All  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy,  or  of  tumor  undistinguishable  from 
it,  may  be  let  alone  in  which  the  growth  does  not  exceed  the  size 
of  two  fists,  in  which  its  position  does  not  seriously  disturb  the 
functions  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  in  which  it  is  unaccompanied  by 
severe  suffering,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  not  in  course 
of  rapid  increase.  Further,  in  proportion  to  the  small  size  of  the 
tumor,  to  the  smoothness  of  its  surface,  to  its  elasticity  when 
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pressed  upon,  and  to  its  mobilit}^  will  be  the  amount  of  encourage- 
ment which  we  shall  be  able  to  afford  to  the  patient,  since  there 
will  be  the  more  reason  for  hoping'  either  that  the  tumor  is  one  of 
those  cysts  of  the  Wolffian  bodies,  which  never  exceed  certain  com- 
paratively small  dimensions,  or  that  it  may  possibly  be  a  mere 
dropsy  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  which,  though  not  equally  limited 
in  the  size  to  which  it  attains,  has  in  it  nothing  of  the  serious 
character  that  belongs  to  ovarian  dropsy.  Even  in  cases,  too,  in 
which  neither  of  these  hypotheses  is  correct,  it  may  still  be  re- 
membered, that  an  ovarian  cyst,  while  small,  is  far  more  likely  to 
remain  stationary  than  when  it  has  attained  a  considerable  size. 
The  mere  size  of  the  tumor,  however,  provided  it  does  not  by  its 
bulk  disturb  the  general  health,  cannot  be  taken  as  an  indication 
for  interference.  The  old  maxim,  "  Quieta  nou  movere,"  is  at 
least  as  applicable  in  medicine  as  in  politics,  and  you  will  remem- 
ber the  instance  which  I  mentioned  to  you,'  where  a  tumor  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  adult  head,  remained  for  many  years 
stationary;  and- w^hen  it  did  increase,  was  j-et  long  before  the 
operation  of  tapping  became  necessary. 

Still,  when  it  is  said  that  such  tumors  are  to  be  let  alone,  I  do 
not  wish  to  imply  that  no  precautions  should  be  observed,  or  that 
nothing  can  be  done  to  retard  their  grow^th.  These  precautions, 
however,  are  comparatively  few,  and  abundantly  simple.  They 
may  be  summed  up  as  consisting  in  the  endeavor  to  maintain 
the  general  health,  and  to  prevent  congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera. 
The  first  indication,  I  conceive,  implies  the  avoidance  of  all  such 
proceedings  as  courses  of  mercurj^,  of  iodine,  of  iodide  of  potass, 
or  of  liquor  potassse,  agents  of  whose  power  in  retarding  the  de- 
velopment of  ovarian  cysts  there  is  scarcely  any  evidence,  w^hile 
of  their  injurious  influence  on  the  constitution,  when  long  con- 
tinued, there  is  the  most  abundant  proof.  To  carry  out  the  second 
object,  w^e  should  certainly  dissuade  a  person  atiected  with  this 
disease  from  contracting  anj^  matrimonial  engagement;  though 
between  that  and  the  non-fulfilment  of  an  engagement  already 
formed,  or  the  separation  of  a  married  woman  from  her  husband's 
bed,  there  is  a  wide  difference,  and  moral  considerations  enter 
into  the  question  which  more  than  counterbalance  mere  nuMlical 
rules.  Besides  this,  too,  it  is,  I  think,  very  doubtful  whether  in 
the  mysterious  influence  of  the  mind  over  tlic  body,  disappointed 
afi:ection,  or  the  removal  of  a  wife  from  her  Imsband's  bed,  would 
not  act  more  injuriously  even  on  the  sexual  system  itself,  than  the 
physical  causes  which  alone  our  restrictions  can  control.  Sexual 
intercourse,  however,  should  be  moderate,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
inflii(!iicc  of  pregnancy  and  labor  is  olten,  though  .l)y  no  means 
aiwayrt  nnfavoi-able,  giving  rise  in  many  cases  to  irritation  of  the 
cyst,  to  a  more  rapid  increase  of  its  growth,  to  inflammation  of 
its  peritoneal  surface,  and  the  formation  of  adhesions;  or  of  its 
interior,  and  to  consequent  outpouring  of  pus,  it  is  desirabk'  that 
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intercourse  should  not  take  place  at  those  seasons,  jnst  before  or 
just  after  a  menstrual  period,  when  conception  is  most  likely  to 
occur. 

The  condition  of  the  bowels  must  always  be  most  carefully 
watched,  and  every  attention  must  be  paid  to  insure  the  perfectly 
regular  performance  of  the  menstrual  function.  If  the  menstrual 
period  is  attended  by  any  febrile  disturbance,  or  by  any  increase 
of  pain  in  the  tumor,  the  patient  must  be  kept  strictly  in  bed,  and 
four  or  six  leeches  must  be  applied  over  the  painful  spot,  and 
repeated  every  second  or  third  day  so  long  as  the  pain  continues; 
a  warm  poultice,  or  fomentations  with  spongiopiline  being  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  intervals.  As  soon  as  the  tumor  has 
risen  completely  into  the  abdomen,  a  well-adapted  bandage  should 
be  worn,  partly  for  the  comfort  which  it  seldom  fails  to  afford  to 
the  patient,  partly  because  a  cyst  fills  far  less  rapidly  when  mod- 
erate compression  is  made  upon  it  than  when  no  counter-pressure 
is  employed  to  resist  the  accumulation  of  the  fluid. 

It  has,  I  know,  been  alleged  that  the  power  of  medicine  over 
this  disease  is  much  more  considerable  than  I  have  represented. 
So  great,  too,  is  the  influence  of  a  name  in  determining  the  con- 
duct of  most  of  us,  that  almost  all  the  remedies  of  known  efficacy 
in  ascites  have  been  assumed  to  be  beneficial  in  ovarian  dropsy. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  too,  but  that  under  the  influence  of  such 
remedies  very  appreciable  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  abdomen 
has  taken  place — a  diminution,  however,  which  I  believe  to  be 
due  to  the  absorption  of  the  fluid,  which  in  many  cases  of  abdom- 
inal tumor  is  poured  out  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  not  to 
any  modification  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst. 

Some  ovarian  tumors,  it  was  said,  might,  others  must,  be  let 
alone.  The  latter  are  all  those  cases,  for  the  most  part  of  rather 
rapid  growth,  whose  irregular  nodulated  surface,  and  whose  solid 
non-fluctuating  mass  suggests  the  idea  that  they  are  not  mere 
compound  cysts,  but  productions  of  a  malignant  character.  In 
most  of  such  cases,  too,  we  find  in  the  patient's  history  other 
grounds  still  more  cogent  than  the  anatomical  peculiarities  of  the 
tumor  for  avoiding  all  interference.  Such  are  the  facts  that  the 
general  health  has  failed  simultaneously  with  the  development  of 
the  tumor,  and  that  loss  of  fiesh  and  loss  of  strength  have  been 
early  attendants  on  its  progress,  and  have  not  first  appeared  when 
the  difterent  functions  of  the  body  had  been  disordered  by  its 
bulk,  or  when  nutrition  might  be  supposed  to  be  impaired  by  the 
tax  levied  on  the  system  for  the  supply  of  the  mass.  Unhappily, 
the  cases  which  seem  most  to  call  for  help  are  those  in  which  it 
is  least  possible  to  afford  it,  while  it  is  in  precisely  those  which 
may  most  safely  be  let  alone  that  interference  has  the  best  chance 
of  success.  , 

Between  these  two  classes,  however,  there  is  a  third  in  which 
present  relief  is  called  for,  and  in  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  aftbrd 
it.  It  is  just  in  these  cases  that  we  encounter  the  inquiry  as  to  the 
comparative  risks  and  comparative  merits  of  difierent  proceedings, 
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whether  it  is  much  more  hazardous  to  attempt  to  remove  the  evil 
than  to  palliate  it  for  a  time  with  the  almost  absolute  certainty 
that  again  and  again  it  will  return,  and  that  on  each  occasion  our 
power  to  palliate  it  will  diminish  ?  Xor  is  tiie  question  altogether 
confined  to  these  cases.  The  uncertain  tenure  of  health  and  life, 
even  in  instances  where  the  evil  seems  quiescent,  suggests  the 
importance  of  discovering  some  proceeding  wliicli  entails  no 
greater  hazard  than  we  can  conscientiously  advise  our  patient  to 
encounter  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of  obtaining  so  great  a  good, 
and  of  freeing  herself  from  danger  ever  impending,  like  the  fabled 
sword  which  hung  over  the  guest  at  the  banquet. 

Very  numerous,  indeed,  are  the  solutions  which  have  been  pro- 
posed to  these  inquiries.  It  is  our  duty  carefully  to  examine  their 
merit  and  carefully  to  scrutinize  the  different  surgical  proceedings 
that  have  been  recommended  for  the  relief  or  the  cure  of  ovarian 
dropsy. 

The  first  of  these  proceedings  which  we  must  notice,  the  simplest, 
the  least  hazardous,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  generally  appli- 
cable, is  the  operation  of  tapping.  Simple  as  it  is,  however,  opinion 
is  much  divided  with  reference  to  the  circumstances  that  warrant 
its  performance ;  for  while  some  practitioners  look  upon  it  as  too 
dangerous  to  be  justified  by  anything  short  of  most  absolute 
necessity,  others  consider  it  to  be  attended  by  little  risk,  and  to 
be  a  palliative  all  the  more  valuable  since  it  is  sometimes  followed 
by  a  perfect  cure. 

Two  questions  then  come  before  us.  The  first  of  these  concerns 
the  circumstances  which  by  unanimous  consent  justify  the  per- 
formance of  tapping  as  a  palliative  in  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy. 
The  second  refers  to  the  amount  of  hazard  attendant  on  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  consequent  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  having 
recourse  to  it  when  not  actually  compelled  by  the  urgency  of  the 
patient's  symptoms. 

The  operation  is  absolutely  indicated  in  all  cases  where  the  bulk 
of  the  tumor  is  so  considerable  as  seriously  to  interfere  with  the 
patient's  health,  or  to  occasion  her  very  severe  sufl'ering;  and  this, 
be  the  supposed  nature  of  the  tumor  what  it  may.  In  proportion 
as  the  contents  of  the  tumor  are  fluid  will  the  relief  gained  by 
the  operation  be  considerable;  but  even  though  its  great  bulk 
should  be  solid,  still  the  diminution  obtained  by  letting  out  even 
some  ounces  may  afi'ord  considei'able  temporary  relief  to  the  pa- 
tient, and  will  fully  justify  the  experiment. 

The  state  of  things  which  calls  thus  imperatively  for  interference 
varies  considerably  in  diflerent  patients,  and  is  far  from  being  ab- 
solutely connected  eitlierwith  a  certain  duration  of  the  disease,  or 
with  a  certain  size  of  the  abdomen.  A  slowly-increasing  gnnvth 
will  often  attain  to  a  very  large  size  indeed  before  it  causes  serious 
disorder,  and  a  tumor  whose  contents  are  entirely  fluid  com- 
mojdy  produces  less  distress  than  one  even  of  smaller  size,  into  the 
composition  of  which  solid  matter  enters  in  large  projiortion.  One 
reason  of  this  probably  is,  that  solid  tumors  more  frequently  press 
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upon  the  abdominal  vessels,  interfering  with  the  circulation  throngh 
them,  producing  eii'usion  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  disturbing 
the  kichiej^s  in  the  performance  of  their  function.  Orthopncea, 
habitual  shortness  of  breath,  even  when  no  exertion  is  made,  com- 
plete loss  of  appetite,  or  sickness,  owing  in  part  to  the  stomach 
being  mechanically  prevented  from  retaining  food,  pain  referred 
to  the  liver,  and  obstinate  constipation,  with  frequent  colicky  pains 
independent  of  the  action  of  the  bow^els,  a  very  scanty  secretion 
of  urine,  and  a  very  feeble  and  thready  pulse,  with,  perhaps, 
irregularity  of  the  heart's  action, — such  are  the  symptoms  wdiich, 
"u^ien  they  begin  to  occur,  indicate  the  immediate  necessity  for 
tapping.  Mere  unwieldiness  in  moving  about,  or  discomfort  from 
the  tension  of  the  abdominal  integuments,  though  perhaps  very 
painful  to  bear,  cannot  be  regarded  as  absolute  indications  for 
the  operation;  and  time  not  infrequently  habituates  a  person  to  a 
state  of  things  which  at  first  seemed  almost  intolerable.  Even 
the  circumstance  that  a  tumor  is  steadily  on  the  increase  cannot 
be  taken  as  necessarily  calling  for  the  operation,  since  ovarian 
cysts,  though  large,  sometimes  come  to  a  stand-still,  and  to  decide 
in  favor  of  interference  when  it  is  possible  for  a  short  time  longer 
to  delay  it,  implies  that  we  have  answered  to  our  own  satisfaction 
the  second  question  as  to  the  amount  of  risk  attendant  upon  simple 
tapping. 

In  the  cases  hitherto  referred  to,  the  dangers  of  the  operation 
scarcely  enter  as  an  element  into  our  consideration,  but  tapping 
takes  its  place  in  the  same  category  with  various  other  operations 
of  necessity,  such  as  amputation  performed  in  consequence  of  in- 
juries, which,  how  serious  soever  might  be  the  risk  attendant  on 
them,  would  still  be  most  legitimate,  because  the  only  resources 
at  our  command. 

It  would,  however,  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  an  operation 
performed  in  these  circumstances  should  be  free  from  danger,  and 
this  danger  arises  chiefly  from  two  sources.  Great  as  the  relief 
often  is  to  the  patient,  a  certain  amount  of  shock  follows  the 
evacuation  of  a  large  quantity  of  fluid,  and  patients  previously 
much  exhausted  sometimes  sink  in  two  or  three  days  after  tap- 
ping. In  spite  of  the  warning  given  to  the  patient  that  tapping 
will  in  this  way  probably  shorten  her  days,  the  choice  is  not  in- 
frequently made  to  submit  to  a  proceeding  wdiich  brings  at  least 
present  ease ;  nor  have  I  thought  myself  failing  in  my  duty  if, 
when  our  art  was  almost  powerless,  I  tried  to  secure  the  last  boon 
our  patients  ask  of  us, — a  euthanasia.  The  other  danger  is  one 
of  inflammation  of  the  cyst-walls,  issuing  in  the  effusion  of  lymph 
and  pus  into  its  interior,  and  not  infrequently  associated  with  peri- 
tonitis which  often  proves  fatal  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  clays. 
This  latter  occurrence,  too,  seems  to  be  of  greater  frequency  after 
first  tappings  than  in  those  cases  where  the  operation  has  been  fre- 
quently performed,  while  death  from  mere  collapse  is,  as  might  be 
supposed,  more  likely  to  occur  where  recourse  has  often  been  had 
to  tapping.     Besides  these  two  risks,  which  not  unnaturally  have 
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led  practitioners  to  shrink  from  this  operation,  another  objection 
has  been  nrgecl  to  it  on  the  ground  of  the  increased  rapidity  with 
which,  after  each  time  of  its  performance,  the  fluid  reaccumulates 
within  the  cyst.  Expressed  in  various  ways,  the  opinion  is  almost 
unanimous  that  tapping  iabut  the  beginning  of  the  end,  and  pa- 
tients are  commonly  advised,  even  at  the  expense  of  great  incon- 
venience and  discomfort,  to  put  up  with  the  present  ill,  and  not 
to  purchase  prematurely  a  brief  respite  from  suflering  at  so  high 
a  price. 

The  result  of  the  general  impression  as  to  the  danger  of  tapping 
has  been  not  only  to  postpone  its  performance  in  all  cases  to  as 
late  a  period  as  possible,  but  also  to  lead  to  the  endeavor  to  devise 
some  other  proceedings,  which,  if  not  in  themselves  less  hazardous, 
should  at  least  aiford  the  chances  of  a  greater  good,  and  ofl'er,  by 
the  high  prize  which  they  hold  out  to  the  fortunate  few,  some 
amends  for  the  hazards  that  all  must  run,  and  in  the  encounter 
with,  which  many,  perhaps  most,  must  fail.  Such  endeavors  are 
but  the  expression  of  a  feeling  deeply  rooted  in  the  breasts  of  all, 
and  I  see  nothing  to  reprobate  either  in  the  surgeon  who  advises, 
or  in  the  patient  who  encounters  some  great  present  risk,  when 
in  the  one  scale  is  placed  the  expectation  of  perfect  health, — 
death,  indeed,  in  the  other;  but  still  a  death  which  does  but  an- 
ticipate, by  a  few  months,  the  certain  issue  of  her  present  suffer- 
ing existence. 

To  judge  at  all  fairly,  however,  on  such  a  question  we  must  not 
overcharge  either  side  of  the  picture  ;  and  that  which  it  now  con- 
cerns us  to  determine  is  w^hether  the  colors  in  which  the  results 
of  tapping  have  been  drawn  are  faithful,  or  whether  they  are  not 
somewhat  darker  than  the  facts  of  the  case  altogether  warrant. 

The  chief,  indeed  almost  the  only  numerical  data  of  which  we 
are  possessed  bearing  on  this  subject,  are  derived  from  a  table  of 
20  cases  compiled  by  Mr.  Southam,'  of  46  collected  by  the  late 
Mr.  S.  Lee,^  and  of  64,  the  results  of  which  are  given  by  Professor 
Kiwisch.^    • 

Of  these  130  cases,  22  terminated  fatally  within  a  few  hours  or 
days  after  tapping,  and  25  more  in  the  following  six  mouths,  or, 
in  other  words,  34.7  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ended  in  the  patient's 
death  in  the  course  of  half  a  year  after  the  performance  of  tap- 
ping.    In  114  of  the  130,  death  is  stated  to  have  taken  place 

In  22  within  a  few  hours,  or  in  less  than  ten  days  after  tapping. 
"  25       "       six  months. 
"  22       "       one  year. 
"21       "       two  j'ears. 
"11       "       three    " 
"  13  after  a  period  exceeding  three,  and  soniclinios  lunoiinting 

to  several  years. 

114 


»  Mfid.  Onzetie,  vol.  xxxiii,  p.  287,  Nov.  24,  1843. 

«  Op.  cii.,  p.  170.  3   Oy).  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  115. 
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III  109  of  these  cases  we  are  further  informed  how  often  the 
patients  had  been  tapped. 

It  appears  that  46  died  after  the  first  tapping. 
"  10  "  second     " 

"  25  "    from  three  to  six  tappings. 

"  15  "  seven  to  twelve    " 

"  18  "    more  than  twelve  " 

109 

The  greater  absolute  mortality  attendant  upon  first  tappings  of 
course  does  not  represent  an  equal  amount  of  greater  relative 
danger.  Still,  when  it  appears  that  only  49  of  the  total  130  cases 
were  instances  of  the  first  performance  of  tapping,  and'  further, 
that  all  the  22  patients  who  died  within  a  period  often  days  from 
the  operation  had  undergone  it  for  the  first  time,  we  are,  I  think, 
compelled  to  admit  that  the  first  paracentesis  is  accompanied  by 
perils  which  are  greatly  lessened  on  its  repetition.  Of  38  patients 
of  mine  who  underwent  the  operation  of  paracentesis  abdominis 
on  account  of  ovarian  dropsy,  two  died  of  inflammation  of  the  cyst 
within  a  few  days  after  its  first  performance,  one  sank  exhausted 
thirty-six  hours  after  the  second  tapping,  and  a  fourth  died  of 
exhaustion  on  the  sixth  day  after  the  tenth  tapping.  The  others 
all  survived  the  operation,  which  in  one  instance  was  not  repeated 
on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  solid  matter  that  entered  into 
the  composition  of  the  tumor,  and  the  serious  symptoms  which 
had  followed  its  first  performance.  In  one  patient  the  fluid  has 
never  re-collected,  and  when  I  last  saw  her,  after  the  lapse  of  three 
years,  during  which  time  she  had  given  birth  to  her  fifth  child, 
all  traces  of  the  tumor  had  disappeared,  and  recovery  might  be 
looked  on  as  complete.  In  a  second  the  cyst,  having  refilled, 
spontaneously  subsided,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the 
patient  continues  free  from  disease.  Three  died  subsequently 
after  attempts  at  the  extirpation  of  the  cyst,  four  sank  under  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  in  the  course  of  which  tapping  was  had 
recourse  to  more  than  once,  one  died  of  apoplexy,  and  the  remain- 
ing patients  were  still  living  when  I  last  heard  of  them,  tapping 
in  many  having  been  subsequently  repeated  on  several  occasions, 
and  the  injection  of  a  solution  of  iodine  having  in  eight  instances 
been  resorted  to  with  results  concerning  which  I  shall  have  more 
to  say  hereafter. 

Unfavorable,  however,  as  are  the  conclusions  to  which  we  are 
irresistibly  led  by  facts  such  as  those  which  have  just  been  men- 
tioned with  reference  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  tapping,  it  is  yet  very 
questionable  whether  they  represent  the  whole  of  the  truth  con- 
cerning tliis  matter.  Some  of  the  data  from  which  the  tables  were 
constructed  were  not  collected  originally  with  the  view  of  illustra- 
ting the  operation  of  tapping,  while  the  majority  of  the  others  are 
deduced  from  observations  in  hospitals,  and  must  therefore,  for 
reasons  obvious  to  all,  yield  a  very  high  average  of  unsuccessful 
results.     The  cases  that  seek  admission  to  those  institutions  are 
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almost  always  the  least  hopeful,  generally  the  most  far  advanced, 
not  infrequently  those  of  persons  who  have  sought  out  a  pkice 
where  death  may  come  to  them  with  less  sufiering  than  if  they 
awaited  it  in  their  own  homes.  If  relieved,  such  patients  quit  the 
hospital,  and  are  often  lost  sight  of;  so  that  while  the  failures  are 
known,  the  instances  are  frequently  undiscovered  in  which  life  has 
been  prolonged  or  rendered  comparatively  comfortable.  Almost 
in  proportion  as  experience  concerning  this  operation  is  derived 
from  hospital  practice,  or  from  observation  in  private,  does  the 
estimate  of  its  danger  appear  to  be  increased  or  lessened,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  seems  to  show  that  the  hazards  of  the  operation 
depend  at  least  as  much  on  the  conditions  that  surround  the  pa- 
tient, as  on  anj'thing  inherent  in  the  proceeding  itself.^ 

It  is,  moreover,  a  question  quite  open  to  debate,  whether  the 
period  at  which  the  operation  is  generally  performed  has  not  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  fatal  issue?  The  delay,  commonly  con- 
tinued until  the  different  functions  are  seriously  disordered,  and 
the  patient's  sufferings  from  mere  mechanical  causes  have  become 
urgent,  may  on  the  whole  be  expedient;  but  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  it  must  lessen  the  prospects  of  recovery  when  at 
length  the  operation  is  resorted  to.  Besides,  the  favorable  results 
which  are  said  to  have  followed  the  early  performance  of  tapping 
in  some  of  those  instances  where  tight  bandaging  was  associated 
with  it,  renders'it  probable  (due  allowance  being  made  for  the  ex- 
aggeration by  which  many  of  the  published  reports  of  cases  where 
this  proceeding  was  resorted  to  are  vitiated)  that  the  mere  act  of 
tapping  in  certain  selected  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy  is  unattended 
by  any  considerable  hazard. 

The  whole  of  this  subject  needs  a  much  more  searching  inves- 
tigation than  it  hitherto  has  received ;  but  in  deftmlt  of  this,  I 
will  venture  to  give  my  own  impressions,  and  I  do  so  as  mere  im- 
pressions, which  further  experience  may  modify  or  completely 
change.  My  present  belief,  however,  is  that  the  dangers  of  the 
operation  of  tapping  have  on  the  whole  been  over-estimated;  and 
further,  that  while  in  cases  where  the  amount  of  solid  matter  in 
the  growth  is  considerable,  the  rule  which  prescribes  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  operation  to  the  latest  possible  period  is  a  sound  one, 
it  will  probably  be  more  expedient  in  the  case  of  simple  ovarian 
cysts  to  tap  early,  before  the  growth  has  acquired  a  large  size,  and 

■  In  tho  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  xix,  Now  Sorie?,  Aprilc  IS.'iO, 
p.  3.34,  arc  some  observations  on  tli(!  mortal ily  uttcndant  on  tappinsj;  by  Dr.  W. 
Atlw!,  sbowinj^  that,  oven  tried  by  such  evidenee  as  that  adducetl  by  Mr.  8.  Lee, 
the  tenrb'ncy  (jf  LIh;  o])eralion  is,  on  the  wiiobi,  to  ])rolonu;  life*,  not  to  shorten  it. 
M.  Vclfjcau,  too,  in  a  discussion  at  the  Acndeinit;  <le  Mrjcfine  [Journal  lIrh,loma- 
daire,  Nov.  28,  IHod),  demurs  to  tlu!  accuracy  of  the  ji^enerally  received  opinion  of 
the  )i,ri:ni  mortality  arisint^  from  simple  tappiiiij;.  lie  admits  that  in  one  year  he 
lost  four  patients  after  ta|)i)in;i;;  but  these  were  exceptional  cases  of  lartje  com|>ound 
cysts,  which  it  was  found  possible  to  empty  only  very  |)artial]y.  With  these  ex- 
ci^ptioriH  he  has  performed  the  operation  lil'i  times,  on  about  '.18  patients,  without 
any  serious  results  eitlmr  iirimcdiatd  (M"  remote,  and  nia/ii/  of  tiu!  patients  (iin  un- 
fortunately vat:;ue  expression,  wbii'li  mucli  del raets  from  the  value  of  his  statcuienl ), 
Hurvivf;d  its  lirst  peribrmance  ten,  lifteen,  or  twenty  years. 
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before  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  patient  have  seriously 
suffered.  The  early  tapping,  too,  will  most  likely  become  more 
extensively  resorted  to  if  experience  should  confirm  the  safety  of 
injections  of  iodine  solutions  into  the  cavity  of  the  cyst. 

The  operation  of  tapping,  as  it  was  generally  practised  until 
within  the  past  few  years,  whether  for  ascites  or  for  ovarian  dropsy, 
used  to  appear  a  very  formidable  proceeding.  The  patient,  seated 
on  the  edge  of  the  bed  or  of  a  sofa,  was  supported  in  that  position 
by  a  couple  of  assistants,  while  a  bandage  was  placed  around  her 
abdomen,  which  was  tightened  in  proportion  as  the  fluid  escaped, 
and  was  adjusted  and  firmly  fastened  before  she  was  replaced  in 
her  bed.  In  spite  of  these  precautious,  however,  very  distressing 
faintiiess  was  often  induced  by  the  operation,  and  actual  syncope 
was  not  very  uncommon.  It  had,  indeed,  been  customary  in  sonae 
exceptional  cases,  as,  lor  instance,  when  the  patient  was  very 
feeble,  to  tap  in  the  recumbent  posture;  but  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  Dr.  Simpson'  was  the  first  person  who  publicly  recom- 
mended the  general  performance  of  the  operation  in  this  posture, 
and  it  is  now  generally  adopted  by  all  surgeons. 

The  selection  of  this  attitude  avoids  all  the  fuss  and  preparation 
which  are  inseparable  from  tapping  the  patient  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, and  which  are  so  suggestive  of  the  idea  that  some  formidable 
operation  is  about  to  be  performed.  Nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  to  bring  the  patient  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  so  as  to  allow  of 
her  abdomen  projecting  somewhat  beyond  it.  The  bladder  should 
then  be  emptied  by  the  catheter  (a  precaution  for  which  the  vol- 
untary eiforts  of  the  patient  are  but  a  very  imperfect  substitute), 
and  it  having  been  clearly  ascertained  that  fluctuation  is  distinct, 
and  that  no  great  thickness  of  solid  matter  is  situated  at  the  point 
selected  for  puncture,  the  skin  may  be  divided  for  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  or  less  with  a  lancet,  and  the  trocar  introduced.  It  has  in 
some  rare  instances  happened  that  a  large  venous  trunk  ramifying 
on  the  surface  of  the  cyst  has. been  wounded  by  the  trocar,  and 
that  the  hemorrhage  has  had  a  fatal  issue.^  Such  an  accident, 
however,  is  scarcely  to  be  guarded  against  by  any  foresight,  while 
the  risk  of  wounding  the  epigastric  artery  is  pretty  certainly 
avoided  by  the  selection  of  the  linea  alba  instead  of  the  linea  semi- 
lunaris as  the  situation  of  the  puncture.  If  there  were  obviously 
considerable  thickness  of  solid  matter  in  the  former  situation,  it 
would  no  doubt  be  our  duty  to  puncture  in  the  linea  semilunaris, 
or  at  some  other  part  where  there  seemed  to  be  a  less  thickness  of 
intervening  substance.  It  is,  however,  quite  as  easy  to  empty  the 
cjst  through  a  puncture  made  in  the  former  situation  as  in  the 
latter,  if  the  patient  incline  a  little  more  over  towards  her  face, 
and  its  greater  safety  renders  it  therefore  generally  preferable. 
All  pressure  of  the  abdomen  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  fluid  as 

1  Ed.  Med.  Journal,  Oct.,  1852;  and  Ohsietric  Works,  vol.  i,  p.  239. 

2  A  remarkable  instance  of  fatal  hemorrbage  from  tbe  wound  of  a  vessel  of  the 
omentum  which  adhered  to  a  large  ovarian  cyst  is  related  by  Scanzoni,  op.  ci^.,  p.  456. 
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completely  as  possible  appears  to  me  inexpedient ;  and  I  think  I 
have  seen  inflammation  of  the  cyst  excited  by  such  manipulations 
when  rather  roughly  performed.  The  application  of  a  flannel 
bandage  afterwards,  though  not  in  general  necessary,  is  usually  a 
comfort  to  the  patient;  and  in  cases  where  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  growth  is  solid,  can  scarcely  be  dispensed  with,  since, 
unless  sujDported  by  external  pressure,  the  mass  is  apt  to  fall  from 
side  to  side  with  every  movement  of  the  body  in  a  manner  to 
occasion  much  distress. 

I  have  always  been  accustomed  to  keep  my  patient  in  bed  for  a 
day  before  tapping,  and  for  three  or  four  days  afterwards,  and  to 
select  for  the  operation  a  time  as  distant  as  possible  from  a  men- 
strual period.  These  precautious,  indeed,  may  not  in  every  case 
be  necessarj^ ;  but,  in  spite  of  histories  such  as  that  of  the  patient 
who  every  three  weeks  used  to  come  by  omnibus  a  distance  of 
some  five  or  six  miles  to  Paris,  and,  having  been  tapped,  imme- 
diately returned  by  the  same  conveyance,  I  believe  them  to  be 
always  expedient.  In  every  instance  of  first  tapping,  where  we 
can  have  no  data  to  guide  us  as  to  the  probable  results  of  the 
operation,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  err  on  the  side  of  caution. 

The  dangers  attendant  on  the  operation  of  tapping  are  twofold  : 
that  of  exhaustion  on  the  one  hand,  of  cyst-infiammation  on  the 
other.  The  previous  state  of  the  patient's  health  has,  as  might 
be  expected,  much  to  do  with  the  former  occurrence,  but  nothing 
seems  to  furnish  a  guarantee  against  the  latter.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  cyst-inflammation  runs  its  course  with  scarcely  any 
symptoms  other  than  those  of  exhaustion ;  or,  rather,  I  imagine 
that  in  patients  previously  much  debilitated,  a  diseased  state  of 
the  blood  is  apt  to  supervene,  and  death  takes  place  from  pyaemia, 
of  which  the  cyst-inflammation  is  the  consequence,  not  the  cause. 
In  other  instances,  however,  the  sinking  of  the  patient  is  indepen- 
dent of  any  recent  morbid  process,  but  the  slight  shock  of  the 
operation  suflices  to -disarrange  the  frail  machinery,  and  to  bring 
it  to  a  stand-still.  It  is  well  to  bear  this  risk  in  mind  in  all  cases 
where  the  patient  is  very  weak,  and  to  dissuade  from  tapping, 
unless  most  urgently  called  for  by  the  difficulty  of  respiration,  or 
the  inability  to  retain  food  on  the  stomach,  which  the  mere  me- 
chanical distension  of  the  abdomen  sometimes  produces.  The 
precaution  of  letting  the  fluid  out  very  slowly,  of  lowering  the 
head  and  shoulders  as  it  escajjes,  and  of  oidy  partially  cni})tying 
the  cyst,  are  the  means  by  which  the  danger  from  exhaustion  is 
best  guarded  against,  while,  after  the  operation  is  over,  careful 
watcliing  and  judicious  imrsing  are  more  needed  than  what  is 
strictly  called  medical  treatment. 

The  cyst-inlhimmation  is  a  still  more  serious  accident,  and  all 
the  more  from  its  occurring  when  least  expected,  though  it  is  cer- 
tainly much  less  likely  to  atta(,'k  simple  serous  cysts  than  growths 
of  :i  more  coinjionnd  character,  and  those  especially  which  partake 
ol"  the  nature  ol'  alveolar  carcinoma.  Its  symptoms  are  seldom 
very  marked  at  the  outset,  and  the  pain  which  attends  it  is  by  no 
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means  proportionate  to  the  danger  of  the  attack.  Tenderness 
on  pressure  over  the  tumor  is  hideed  always  evident,  and  some- 
times, when  the  inflammation  has  extended  to  the  peritoneum, 
there  is  hkewise  severe  pain  ind^ependent  of  pressure;  but  a 
quickened  pulse,  a  general  febrile  condition,  unpreceded,  how- 
ever, by  shivering,  and  sickness,  are  the  signs  which  should  at 
once  excite  our  apprehension.  Of  all  the  symptoms,  indeed, 
vomiting  and  an  irritability  of  stomach,  which  rejects  all  medi- 
cine, all  food,  all  drink,  though  the  thirst  is  usually  considerable, 
are  of  the  greatest  moment,  since  they  are  almost  pathognomonic 
of  this  affection.  It  seldom  comes  on  within  the  first  thirty-six 
hours,  often  not  until  the  third  day  after  tapping;  while  the  rate 
of  its  progress  in  fatal  cases  is  variable ;  death  sometimes  taking 
place  in  three  days  from  its  commencement,  in  other  instances 
not  till  after  the  lapse  of  a  week.  Whether  quick  or  slow,  how- 
ever, in  its  advance,  symptoms  of  an  acute  character  are  at  no 
time  well  marked;  the  pulse  seldom  has  much  power,  the  intense 
pain  often  attendant  on  peritonitis  is  absent,  the  bowels,  though 
constipated,  answer  tolerably  readily  to  medicine,  and  death 
usually  takes  place  under  the  symptoms  of  depression  which  ac- 
company pyaemia. 

When  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked  for  twenty-four  or  thirty-six 
hours,  the  cyst-inflammation  is  I  believe  an  almost  hopeless  aflec- 
tion,  though  if  treated  quite  at  the  outset,  and  in  women  not  ex- 
hausted by  the  previous  ovarian  disease,  it  yields  tolerably  readily 
to  treatment.  Depletion  is  the  great  remedy  on  which  I  rely,  and 
local  depletion  usually  answers  every  end;  though,  on  one  occa- 
sion, when  the  symptoms  set  in  with  much  severity,  and  indeed 
more  nearly  resembled  those  of  acute  peritonitis  than  of  mere  in- 
flammation of  the  cyst,  I  abstracted  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from 
the  arm  with  great  benefit.  Twelve  or  eighteen  leeches,  however, 
applied  over  the  tender  part,  and  followed  by  a  warm  poultice 
frequently  renewed,  or  by  perpetual  fomentation  by  means  of  the 
spougiopiline,  often  remove  the  pain,  abate  the  fever,  and  stop 
the  sickness.  So  long  as  the  last-named  symptom  continues,  no 
amount  of  improvement  in  other  respects  can  be  considered  satis- 
factory, and  whether  the  tenderness  seemed  to  call  for  it  or  not,  I 
should  repeat  the  depletion  if  the  sickness  had  not  ceased,  or,  at 
least,  were  not  greatly  mitigated.  A  single  large  dose  of  calomel, 
as  ten  grains  given  in  powder,  sometimes  arrests  the  irritability 
of  the  stomach,  and  obtains  the  action  of  the  bowels  with  the 
smallest  amount  of  general  disturbance.  The  less,  however,  that 
the  irritable  stomach  is  teased  with  medicines  the  better,  and  iced 
water  in  small  quantities,  or  little  pieces  of  ice  given  to  the 
patient  to  suck,  are  by  far  the  best  means  of  relieving  the  sick- 
ness and  of  quenching  the  thirst.  When  the  more  serious  symp- 
toms are  passing  off",  a  few  spoonfuls  of  cold  beef-tea,  or  of  cold 
chicken  broth,  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  appropriate  food,  and 
that  which  the  stomach  will  best  support. 

To  see  the  patient  early,  to  watch  her  carefully,  so  as  to  be  ready 
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witli  a  timely  repetition  of  the  depletion  if  the  sj-mptoms  do  not 
yield  to  its  first  performance,  such  are  the  essentials  for  saving 
the  patient  from  this  disease,  in  the  management  of  which  no  time 
is  afforded  for  elaborate  treatment,  nor  any  chance  given  for  re- 
trieving lost  opportunities. 


LECTURE    XXIX. 

OVAEIAN  TUMORS  AXD  DROPSY. 

Treatment  continued.  Measures  proposed  for  the  radical  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy. 
Tapping  and  pressure.  Subcutaneous  puncture  of  the  cyst.  Tapping  per 
■  vaginam.  Tapping  followed  by  some  contrivance  for  keeping  the  wound  per- 
niHuentlj-  open  ;  incision  and  partial  excisiun  of  the  cyst.  Tapping,  with  in- 
jection of  iodine  ; — estimate  of  its  advantages  and  dangers.  Enumeration  of 
points  concerning  which  further  information  is  needed. 

Although  in  the  last  lecture  I  assigned  some  reasons  for 
doubtiijg  whether  the  perils  attendant  on  tapping  in  ovarian  dropsy 
had  not  been  somewhat  overrated,  it  must^-et  be  allowed  that  the 
operation  very  rarely  indeed  proves  curative,  that  the  fluid  gen- 
erally re-collects,  and  that  a  reprieve,  and  commonly  but  a  very 
brief  reprieve,  is  all  that  it  affords  to  the  patient. 

Hence  have  arisen  various  modifications  of  the  operation  of 
tapping,  each  of  which  has  had  for  its  object  the  favoring  the 
contraction  of  the  cyst,  and  the  retarding,  if  not  the  preventing, 
the  reaccumulation  of  the  fluid. 

These  consist  of: 

1st.  The  employment  of  tight  bandaging  after  the  evacuation 
of  the  contents  of  the  cyst. 

2d.  The  subcutaneous  puncture  or  incision  of  the  cyst,  with 
the  view  of  allowing  of  tlie  escape  of  its  contents  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity,  and  of  thus  imitating  the  occurrences  which  take 
place  when  the  cyst  bursts  spontaneously. 

3d.  The  puncture  of  the  cyst  per  vaginam,  in  order  to  insure 
its  more  thorough  evacuation,  and  thereby  to  increase  the  chances 
of  its  pernument  contraction. 

4th.  The  keeping  the  cyst  constantly  empty,  cither  l>y  allowing 
a  tnbe  to  remain  permanently  in  its  cavity,  or  by  rendering  the 
opening  into  it  fistulous. 

•Oth.  The  employment  of  medicated  injections  into  the  cavity 
oftlie  C3'8t,  of  which  the  solutions  of  iodine  appear  to  be  the  least 
hazardous  as  well  as  the  most  freciuently  successful. 

Kacli  of  tliese  pi'oceedings  must  l)e  considered  in  succession. 

.1.    7'//////  /i(ni(/tii/hi{/  (ij'/tr  the  vnicuatiott  of  the  cdntrntii  of  the  ci/st. 

The  probahlc  utility  of  tight  biindaging  as  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  reaccumulation  of  the  lluld  of  an  i)varian  dropsy  after 
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tapping  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell  ;^  and  the  late  Dr. 
Hamilton,^  of  Edinburgh,  was  accustomed  to  apply  a  bandage 
moderately  tight  round  the  abdomen  as  an  adjunct  to  that  plan 
of  percussion  of  the  cyst  from  which  he  believed  that  in  some 
instances  he  had  obtained  very  remarkable  results.  Mr.  Baker 
Brown,^  however,  was  the  first  who  proposed  its  systematic  em- 
ployment as  a  means  of  preventing  the  growth  of  ovarian  cysts  or 
their  refilling  after  tapping.  In  his  original  communications  on 
the  subject,  he  proposed  to  combine  the  free  use  of  mercurials  and 
of  active  diuretics  with  the  local  treatment,  but  subsequently  aban- 
doned their  use,  and  has  since  restricted  himself  to  the  application 
of  firm  pressure  over  the  tumor.  His  mode  of  applying  it  will  be 
best  described  in  his  own  words.^ 

"  First  of  all,  compresses  of  linen  or  lint  should  be  so  arranged 
as  to  present  a  convex  surface,  adapted  as  nicely  as  possible  to  the 
concavity  of  the  pelvis.  Over  these  compresses  straps  of  adhesive 
plaster  should  be  applied,  so  as  to  embrace  the  spine,  meeting 
and  crossing  in  front,  and  be  extended  from  the  vertebral  articu- 
lation of  the  eighth  rib  to  the  sacrum.  Over  this  strapping  either 
a  broad  flannel  roller,  or,  still  better,  a  band  with  strings  and  loops 
which  tie  in  front,  may  be  applied ;  or  a  well-made  bandage,  which, 
by  lacing  in  front,  maybe  gradually  tightened,  as  made  at  my  sug- 
gestion by  Mr.  Spratt,  2  Brook  Street.  These  bandaged  must  be 
prevented  from  slipping  upwards  by  a  strap  around  each  thigh. 
Both  the  compresses  and  the  bandages  will  require  watching 
and  adjusting  from  time  to  time,  lest  by  unequal  pressure  the 
bowels  or  bladder  be  subjected  to  inconvenience.  Also  the  crest 
of  the  ilium  should  be  guarded  with  thick  buffalo  skin  or  amadou 
plaster." 

This  proceeding  is  recommended  as  especially  applicable  for 
cases  of  simple  ovarian  cysts,  free  from  adhesions,  with  clear  and 
not  albuminous  contents,  and  when  time  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient  admit  of  its  persevering  employment.  Such,  however, 
are  the  very  cases  in  which  there'  is  the  greatest  probability  of 
the  spontaneous  cure  of  the  disease,  of  which  two  instances  after 
a  single  tapping  have  come  under  my  own  observation.  If  to 
this  fact  we  likewise  add  the  small  number  of  the  reported  cures 
effected  by  this  means,  and  the  circumstance  that  the  reality,  or 
at  any  rate  the  permanence,  of  some  of  them  is  more  than  doubt- 
ful, we  can,  I  think,  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the 
curative  power  of  compression  of  the  cyst,  either  before  or  after 
the  evacuation  of  its  contents,  is  not  at  all  established. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
enlargement  or  the  refilling  of  an  ovarian  cyst  may  be  much  re- 
tarded by  the  patient  constantly  wearing  a  well-adjusted  bandage, 

1  System  of  Surgery^  vol.  v,  p.  246. 

2  Practical  Observations  on  Midwifery,  8vo.,  2d  ed.,  Edinburgh,  1840,  p.  62. 

^  At  first  in  the  Lancet,  and  afterwards  iu  his  work  on  Diseases  of  Women,  &c. 
^YO.,  1854,  p.  213. 
*  Op.  cit,  p.  212. 
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though  it  is  obvious  that  no  kind  of  compress  and  bandage,  how 
well  soever  they  may  be  adjusted,  can  do  more  than  interfere  with 
its  rising  above  the  pelvic  brim,  that  they  cannot  press  upon  it  at 
all  until  it  has  acquired  a  certain  magnitude,  which,  if  not  con- 
siderable, is  yet  quite  sufficient  to  render  the  mere  mechanical 
obliteration  of  its  cavity  almost  or  altogether  impossible.  In 
some  instances  it  is  probable  that  inflammation  of  the  cyst  may 
be  excited  by  very  firm  pressure,  and  that  thus  adhesion  between 
its  walls  and  a  permanent  cure  may  be  eflected ;  but  such  cases 
must  be  exceptional,  are  probably  very  rare,  and  no  such  result 
can  be  calculated  on  as  at  all  likely  to  take  place  from  mere  com- 
pression. 

II.  It  has  been  suggested  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  by 
the  subcutaneous  puncture  of  the  dropsical  ovarium  to  imitate  na- 
ture's own  proceedmgs  when  the  cyst  gives  way,  and  pours  out 
its  contents  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

This  is,  however,  a  suggestion  on  theoretical  grounds,  rather 
than  a  mode  of  treatment  which  has  been  brought  to  the  test  of 
actual  experiment.^  Its  expediency  turns  in  part  on  the  answer 
(at  present  by  no  means  an  encouraging  one)  to  be  given  to  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  danger  to  life  attendant  on  the  spontaneous 
rupture  of  ovarian  cysts.  But  it  must  also  not  be  forgotten  that 
while  very  often  fatal,  the  accident  has  in  a  large  proportion  of 
the  cases  where  the  patients  survived,  been  followed  by  the 
speedy  re-collection  of  the  fluid.  Moreover,  by  the  subcutaneous 
puncture  of  the  cyst  we  should  empty  into  the  peritoneal  cavity 
fluid  of  the  nature  of  which,  and  the  probability  of  its  exciting 
serious  inflammation,  we  must  be  almost  entirely  ignorant.  The 
direct  puncture  of  the  cyst  through  the  abdominal  walls  in  order 
to  ascertain  this  point,  would  at  once  deprive  the  operation  of 
what  has  been  alleged  as  its  chief  recommendation,  namely  the 
avoidance  of  any  communication  between  the  interior  of  the  cyst 
and  the  external  air, 

III.  The  jmncture  of  the  cyst  through  the  vagina  instead  of  through 
the  abdominal  walls,  has  been  advocated  as  a  means  of  insuring 
the  more  complete  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  and  consequently  of 
increasing  the  probabilities  of  a  permanent  cure. 

The  question  of  the  advantages  of  this  proceeding  turns,  I 
apprehend,  very  much  on  the  view  taken  of  the  expediency  of 
early  tapping.  In  the  case  of  an  ovarian  cyst  which,  though  still 
small,  though  smooth,  elastic,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
simple  in  its  character,  is  yet  obviously  increasing,  tapping  per 
vagi  nam  appears  to  me  to  have  the  advantages  of  completely 
emiitying  the  cyst,  of  excluding  the  admission  of  air,  and  of 
wounding  the  i)eritoneuni  in  a  situation  where,  as  far  as  I  have 
seen,  wounds  are  less  often  resented  than  when  indicted  higher 

'  Dr.  Tilt,  indiH'fl,  Lanrd,  AiiR.  T),  1848,  p.  14(1,  mtMitions  an  instunoo  in  which 
it  WHS  fuloptod  witli  siicci'ss  under  tho  direction  of  M.  Kcciiniior,  but  I  am  notawaro 
of  any  other  coao  in  whicli  this  proceeding  was  attrmjiliil. 
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in  the  abdominal  cavity.  On  the  other  hand,  for  the  following 
reasons,  I  do  not  think  the  proceeding  expedient  in  cases  where 
the  tumor  has  attained  any  considerable  size. 

1st.  Because  the  cyst,  when  large,  sometimes  prevents  the 
bladder  from  rising  out  of  the  pelvic  cavity.  The  organ  conse- 
quently becomes  much  altered  in  shape,  and  it  is  spread  out 
laterally  in  such  a  way  as  to  expose  it  with  no  very  great  unskil- 
fulness  on  the  part  of  the  operator  to  the  risk  of  injury  by  the 
trocar. 

2d.  In  the  case  of  all  compound  cysts,  the  larger  are  commonly 
tbose  which  are  distinguishable  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  the 
smaller  cysts  and  the  greater  proportion  of  solid  matter  are  to  be 
found  near  its  pedicle.  Hence  a  puncture  per  vaginam  is  likely, 
in  these  circumstances,  to  prove  less  efficacious  than  tapping  the 
cyst  through  the  abdominal  walls. 

3d.  The  risk  of  hemorrhage  from  wounding  some  large  vessel 
is  greater  when  the  puncture  is  made  near  the  pedicle  of  the 
tumor.  Except  in  those  cases,  therefore,  where  the  cyst  is  very 
small,  or  where  it  is  proposed  to  follow  up  the  puncture  by  some 
further  proceeding,  it  is  not  desirable  to  deviate  from  the  ordinary 
mode  of  tapping. 

IV.  It  has  been  recommended  to  heep  the  cyst  constantly  empty, 
either  by  means  of  a  tube  retained  permanently  in  its  cavity,  or 
by  rendering  the  opening  into  it  fistulous. 

As  one  of  the  great  drawbacks  from  the  simple  puncture  of  an 
ovarian  cyst  consists  in  the  rapidity  with  whicli  the  fluid  reaccu- 
mulates,  so  nothing  would  seem  a  more  obvious  means  of  prevent- 
ing this  evil  than  keeping  the  opening  permanent.  The  idea,  in- 
deed is  as  old  as  Celsus,^  who  gives  very  detailed  directions  for 
fixing  a  leaden  or  copper  tube  in  the  wound,  and,  after  partly 
evacuating  the  fluid,  closing  its  orifice,  and  then  allowing  the  daily 
escape  of  about  half  a  pint  at  a  time  till  it  is  entirely  drained  away. 
The  directions  of  Celsus  apply,  indeed,  to  cases  of  ascites,  for  the 
distinction  between  it  and  encysted  dropsy  was  not  then  under- 
stood ;  and  to  this  circumstance  it  is  probably  in  some  measure  to 
be  attributed  that  like  many  other  suggestions  of  the  old  writers 
it  remained  unnoticed.  In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
however,  the  celebrated  French  surgeon,  Le  Dran,^  adopted  a  some- 
what similar  proceeding.  His  operation,  indeed,  was  a  much  more 
formidable  one  than  that  of  Celsus,  inasmuch  as  he  enlarged  the 
opening  into  the  ovarian  sac  to  the  extent  of  four  inches,  then  in- 
troduced into  it  a  leaden  tube  of  considerable  size,  and  at  length, 
after  a  hazardous  suppuration  had  continued  for  some  time,  the 

1  De  Medicind,  lib.  vii,  cap.  xv.  See  page  362  of  Milligan's  edition,  Edinburgh, 
1831.  My  attention  was  called  to  this  passage  by  Fock's  extremely  able  paper  on 
the  operative  treatment  of  ovarian  cysts,  in  Monatsehrift  f.  Geburtskunde,  vol.  vii, 
p.  332,  "which  contains  a  good  critique  on  the  comparative  merits  of  various  pro- 
ceedings. 

2  Memoires  de  V Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie,  tome  vi,  12mo.,  Paris,  1853,  pp. 
51  and  73. 
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patient  recovered,  thougli  in  all  cases  but  one  a  permanently  fis- 
tulous opening  into  the  cyst  was  left  behind.  Isolated  instances 
are  to  be  found  from  that  time  in  the  medical  journals,  in  which, 
purposely  or  by  accident,  the  opening  into  an  ovarian  cyst  had 
remained  unclosed,  and  the  consequent  suppuration  had  been 
followed  by  the  contraction,  or  even  by  the  complete  obliteration 
of  its  cavity.  It  is,  however,  only  within  the  past  twenty  years 
that  any  systematic  attempts  have  been  made  to  carry  this  idea 
into  practice,  as  a  means  of  eftecting  the  radical  cure  of  ovarian 
dropsy  in  cases  not  amenable  to  other  modes  of  treatment,  or  in 
which  their  employment  is  shrunk  from  as  being  too  hazardous. 

There  are  three  difi'erent  modes  by  which  it  has  been  endeavored 
to  obtain  the  contraction  or  obliteration  of  the  cyst. 

1st.  By  leaving  a  tube  in  the  aperture  formed  after  tapping 
through  the  abdominal  walls,  or  by  stitching  the  edge  of  the  cyst 
wound  to  that  of  the  integuments  so  as  to  keep  the  opening  per- 
manently fistulous, 

2d.  By  tapping  per  vaginam,  and  securing  a  tube  in  the 
opening. 

3d.  By  excising  a  portion  of  cyst- wall,  either  with  or  without 
subsequent  closure  of  the  external  wound. 

All  these  proceedings  have  this  in  common  :  that  the  inflam- 
mation, and  more  or  less  complete  destruction  of  the  cj'st,  or  at 
least  of  its  secreting  membrane,  is  the  condition  of  their  success, 
while  their  common  danger  arises  from  the  difficulty  of  restraining 
that  inflammation  within  safe  bounds.  ISTone  of  them  have  been 
resorted  to  sufiiciently  often  to  furnish  any  trustworthy  body  of 
statistics  illustrative  of  their  results  ;  but  the  cases  related  b_y  Mr. 
Baker  Brown, ^  who  is  an  advocate  of  their  performance,  plainly 
show  the  nature  and  the  amount  of  the  hazard  to  which  the  pa- 
tient is  exposed.  My  own  experience  of  the  first  of  these  opera- 
tions is  derived  from  two  cases,  in  both  of  which  an  exploratory 
incision  had  been  made  with  the  intention,  had  not  the  unexpected 
presence  of  adhesions  prevented  it,  of  extirpating  the  cyst.  The 
cases  had  a  fatal  issue,  which  took  place  in  one  instance  in  the 
course  of  ninety-six  hours,  the  patient  dying  apparently  exhausted 
by  the  profuse  sero-purulent  discharge.  No  tube  was  introduced 
either  in  this  or  in  the  other  case  ;"  but  the  edges  of  the  cyst  were 
sinipl}'  stitched  to  those  of  the  integuments  in  the  first  case,  while 
in  the  second  the  oiiening  remained  fistulous  of  its  own  accord. 
In  that  instance  the  cyst  was  multilocular,  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  solid  matter.  Life  was  prolonged  ibr  seventeen  days, 
during  which  the  symptoms  were  those  of  exhaustion,  gradually 
increasing,  but  unattended  by  any  apparent  suflering.  The  dis- 
charge from  the  cyst  was  horril)!}''  ofiensive,  and  the  washing  it 
ant  on  several  occasions  with  tejjid  water  had  no  influence  in 
modilying  this  condition.  After  death  the  same  kind  of  morbid 
appearances  was  observed  in  both  cases,  namely,  cyst-inllamniatiou, 

>   Op.  cif.,  ],]K  L'L'7  :in<l  2:57. 
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with  great  softening  of  its  wall,  a  deposit  of  lympli  on  its  interior, 
and  some  peritonitis,  which,  however,  in  the  first  case  was  not  of 
recent  date.  In  neither  instance  was  there  more  than  a  very  small 
quantity  of  pus  within  the  cyst,  and  I  suppose  that  if  the  opening  be 
moderately  free,  the  pressure  of  the  surrounding  viscera  will  keep 
the  sac  nearly  empty.  It  has,  indeed,  been  proposed,  in  order  to 
obviate  all  risk  of  the  accumulation  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst 
within  its  cavity,  that  the  patient  should,  as  far  as  possible,  ob- 
serve the  prone  position,  or  that  the  incision  into  the  cyst  should 
be  made  in  the  linea  semilunaris,  a  practice  adopted  by  Mr.  Brown, 
or  in  the  lateral  region  in  the  situation  of  a  line  drawn  from  the 
last  rib  to  the  iliac  crest,  as  very  strenuously  urged  by  the  late  Dr. 
Biihring,  of  Berlin.^ 

The  danger  of  the  proceeding  does  not  appear  to  be  of  a  kind 
which  any  modification  in  the  seat  of  the  opening  would  remove,  or 
perhaps  even  much  lessen.  Still  this  point  is  one  not  altogether  to 
be  lost  sight  of,  since  to  the  circumstance  of  the  more  eligible 
situation  of  the  opening  in  cases  where  the  puncture  is  made  per 
vaginam  must  be  attributed,  in  part,  the  more  favorable  results 
which  have  followed  that  operation. 

The  great  advocate  of  the  puncture  per  vaginam  was  the  late 
Professor  Kiwisch,^  whose  colleague  and  successor,  Professor  Scan- 
zoni,  of  WUrzburg,  speaks'of  the  proceeding  in  terms  scarcely  less 
eulogistic.  The  former,  indeed,  gives  no  data  from  which  the 
exact  proportion  of  successes  to  failures  can  be  arrived  at  (an 
omission  which  in  manj^  other  instances  detracts  from  the  value  of 
his  statements),  but  Professor  Scanzoni^  gives  a  very  clear  account 
of  the  results  which  he  has  obtained,  and  the}^  are  wonderfully 
favorable.  He  says  that  in  8  out  of  14  cases  a  perfect  cure  followed 
the  operation  ;  that  in  2  the  fluid  re-collected  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  ;  that  1  died  of  typhus  fever  two  months  afterwards,  and 
that  3  patients  were  lost  sight  of;  but  that  in  no  instance  did  death 
take  place  from  the  immediate  effects  of  the  operation.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  he  admits  the  possibility  of  such  an  occur- 
rence, and  mentions  the  case  of  a  young  woman,  aged  nineteen, 
who  died  of  extensive  peritonitis  a  few  days  after  the  performance 
of  this  operation  on  her  by  Professor  Kiwisch.  For  some  reason, 
too,  which  he  does  not  assign,  even  this  amount  of  supposed 
success  has  apparently  been  insufficient  to  induce  Scanzonito  per- 
severe in  this  proceeding,  since  the  third  edition  of  his  valuable 
work  on  Diseases  of  Women,  published  at  the  end  of  1863,  contains 
no  reference  to  any  fresh  cases,  but  a  mere  textual  reprint^  of  the 
facts  contained  in  the  second  edition,  which  appeared  six  years 
before. 

It  always  appeared  to  me  that  an  unnecessary  degree  of  violence 

1  Die  Heilung  der  Eiersiockgeschwillste,  8vo.,  Berlin,  1848. 

2  At  first  in  the  Prager  Vierteljahrschrift,  vol.  x.  p.  87  ;  and  afterwards  in  his 
work,  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been  made.    See  vol.  ii,  p.  102. 

3  Op.  cit,  p.  406.  ,  *  Op.  cit,  3d  ed.,  p.  462. 
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was  inflicted  on  the  cyst  by  the  operation  as  practised  by  Kiwisch. 
He  tapped  the  cyst  per  vaginam  once  in  order  to  ascertain  that 
the  cyst  was  a  simple  one,  a  proceeding  which,  though  it  involves 
a  delay  of  some  weeks,  is  certainly  expedient  in  every  case  of 
ovarian  dropsy,  since  now  and  then  the  fluid  does  not  re-collect, 
and  it  is  always  desirable  to  give  the  patient  that  chance,  even 
though  it  be  but  slender.  So  soon  as  the  fluid  had  re-collected 
sufiiciently  to  allow  of  the  repetition  of  the  puncture,  the  patient 
being  placed  in  a  semi-recumbent  posture,  her  feet  resting  on  two 
stools,  and  her  knees  separated  by  assistants,  a  small  canula,  curved 
so  as  to  correspond  with  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  was  carried  along 
the  fingers  and  introduced  through  the  roof  of  the  vagina  into  the 
cyst.  When  but  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  had  escaped,  a  grooved 
director,  curved  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  canula,  was  intro- 
duced through  it,  and  the  canula  then  withdrawn.  A  narrow 
probe  pointed  bistoury  was  then  carried  along  the  director,  and 
the  wound  enlarged  so  as  to  admit  the  index  finger  to  examine 
the  interior  of  the  cyst,  and  to  allow  of  the  ready  escape  of  its 
contents.  A  metal  tube  of  the  thickness  of  the  thumb,  terminat- 
ing in  a  rounded,  slightly  bulbous  extremity,  was  next  introduced 
into  the  cyst,  and  retained  there  by  a  T  bandage.  Professor  Scan- 
zoni  adopts  a  similar  plan,  though  he  employs  a  straight  trocar 
instead  of  one  curved  like  that  of  Kiwisch,  and  leaves  the  silver 
canula  in  the  wound,  which  he  does  not  enlarge,  unless  the  con- 
tents of  the  cyst  are  too  thick  to  fiow  out  readily,  in  which  case 
he  enlarges  the  opening  by  a  long- handled  knife  with  a  blade  an 
inch  and  a  half  long,  which  he  introduces  through  the  canula  for 
this  purpose. 

In  the  three  cases  in  which  I  performed  this  operation,  and 
which  were  carefully  selected  as  suitable  for  it,  I  employed  a 
trocar  and  canula  having  a  curve  like  that  of  Kiwisch's  instru- 
ment, and  nearly  as  big  round  as  the  little  finger.  Through  the 
canula  a  long  elastic  tube  of  the  size  of  a  No.  12  catheter  was 
introduced,  and  the  canula  was  withdrawn  over  it,  while  the  tube 
was  easily  retained  in  the  cyst  by  carrying  it  through  a  little  silver 
collar  in  which  it  was  fixed  by  a  screw,  the  collar  itself  being  at- 
tached to  a  framework  such  as  used  to  be  employed  for  retaining 
the  uterine  supporter  in  its  place,  and  secured  in  a  similar  manner 
by  tapes  passing  round  the  pelvis  and  thighs  of  the  patient. 

My  belief  is,  that  the  operation  thus  modified  in  its  details  is 
attended  by  less  discomfort,  and  also  by  a  smaller  amount  of  risk, 
than  when  an  incision  is  made  into  the  cyst  and  a  lioavy  metallic 
tube  afterwards  fixed  in  the  opening.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however, 
the  proceeding  has  a})[)eared  to  me  to  be  attended  by  much  more 
hazard  than  would  be  inferred  from  the  language  of  Kiwiscli  or 
Scanzoni.  Tlie  death  of  one  of  my  patients  w-as,  indeed,  not  due 
to  causes  necessarily  connected  witli  tlie  operation;  but  in  the 
other  two,  who  eventually  recovered,  the  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion beginning  in  the  cyst  and  extending  to  the  i»eritoneum  were 
so  tonnidable  that  their  lite  was  lor  some  thirty-six  hours  in  most 
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imminent  danger,  and  most  active  local  depletion  was  needed  to 
subdue  the  mischief.  Scanzoni,  indeed,  says  that  in  some  of  his 
cases  no  symptoms  of  reaction  followed  the  operation,  nor  any 
signs  of  local  inflammation,  but  the  tumor  gradually  diminished 
in  size,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  all  discharge  had  ceased, 
so  that  the  canula  was  sometimes  withdrawn  as  early  as  the  eighth 
or  tenth  day,  or  even  sooner.  Both  he  and  Kiwisch,  however,  speak 
of  the  general  occurrence  of  severe  cyst-inflammation,  during  the 
continuance  of  which  a  thin  or  sanious  discharge  is  poured  out, 
and  the  local  tenderness  is  extreme.  Kiwisch  speaks  of  the  grad- 
ual subsidence  of  these  sjmiptoms  in  from  ten  to  twenty  days,  and 
of  the  discharge  then  gradually  assuming  a  puriform  character, 
but  not  finally  ceasing  until  from  five  to  seven  weeks,  previous  to 
which  it  is  not  prudent  permanently  to  withdraw  the  tube.  During 
this  time  the  cyst  should  be  often  syringed  out  gently  with  tepid 
water,  and  I  believe  the  direction  that  this  should  be  done  twice  a 
day  is  very  judicious.  I  may  also  add  that  if  an  elastic  tube  be 
employed,  that  will  require  to  be  changed  every  five  or  six  days, 
and  I  have  been  compelled  by  the  contraction  of  the  opening  to 
dilate  it  by  means  of  a  sponge  tent  introduced  for  a  few  hours, 
before  it  would  readmit  a  tube  as  large  as  that  which  had  previ- 
ously been  placed  there. 

The  one  great  peril  of  this  operation  seems  to  be  the  cyst-in- 
flammation, and  this  surmounted,  the  risk  of  the  hectic  symptoms 
occurring,  of  pj^semia  and  its  consequences,  does  certainly  seem 
to  be  much  smaller  than  when  the  puncture  is  made  in  the  ab- 
dominal walls.  The  most  energetic  antiphlogistic  and  depletory 
treatment  afford  the  only  chance  of  subduing  the  cyst-inflamma- 
tion ;  and  if  very  formidable,  and  not  yielding  at  once  to  treat- 
ment, it  would  of  course  be  our  duty  to  withdraw  the  tube  and  to 
postpone  the  attempt  at  curing  the  disease  to  the  more  pressing 
necessity  of  preserving  the  patient's  life. 

I  ought  to  add  that  the  results  of  the  operation  were,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory  in  the  two  patients  who  survived  its  perform- 
ance. I  lost  sight  of  one,  however,  within  two  months  after  her 
discharge  from  the  hospital,  though  up  to  that  time  the  fluid  had 
not  re-collected.  The  other  patient  continues  now,  after  the  lapse 
of  twelve  years,  in  very  tolerable  health,  and  stands  all  day  to 
serve  in  a  confectioner's  shop.  Her  case  was  one  of  fat  cyst  of 
the  ovary,  consequently  not  one  in  which  its  complete  obliteration 
was  likely  to  occur.  ISTor,  indeed,  did  this  happen,  but  an  open- 
ing into  the  cyst  remained  fistulous,  and  from  Siij  to  Svi  of  puru- 
lent matter  escaped  thus  almost  every  day  for  several  years,  while 
if  the  discharge  for  a  day  or  two  became  very  scanty,  headache 
occurred,  and  the  patient  felt  various  discomforts,  which  again 
ceased  on  the  reappearance  of  the  wonted  secretion.  About  four 
years  since,  however,  all  discharge  ceased,  and  an  ill-defined  solid 
mass,  the  size  of  an  orange,  behind  the  uterus,  is  now  the  only 
evidence  of  her  previous  disease. 

"Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  advantages  of  this  operation, 
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it  is  not  possible  to  adopt  it  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases,  since 
the  ovarian  cyst  often  rises  at  a  comparatively  early  period  out  of 
the  pelvic  cavity.  In  many  others,  also,  it  is  clearly  inexpedient, 
since  in  none  but  simple  cysts  is  cure  by  this  method  possible. 
In  the  case  of  a  small  simple  cyst,  however,  it  appears  to  me  more 
than  doubtful  whether  we  are  justified  in  exposing  a  patient  to  a 
danger  so  very  formidable  as  that  of  the  cyst-inflammation  which 
this  operation  almost  invariably  provokes.  At  any  rate,  we  can- 
not, I  think,  rest  satisfied  with  a  proceeding,  the  indications  for 
which  must  be  furnished  by  some  purely  exceptional  conditions, 
but  must  carry  our  inquiries  further  after  some  measures  more 
certain,  or  more  safe. 

The  dangers  which  attend  on  the  incision  of  ovarian  cysts,  or 
on  any  attempt  to  keep  the  puncture  made  in  tapping. perma- 
nently fistulous,  accompany  in  a  still  greater  degree  the  excision 
of  a  portion  of  the  cyat-ivall.  No  instance  of  the  performance  of  this 
operation  has  come  under  my  own  notice,  but  several  cases  are 
reported  in  the  medical  journals  both  of  its  successful  and  its  non- 
successful  employment.  In  some  instances  it  was  had  recourse 
to  in  consequence  of  unexpected  adhesions  preventing  the  com- 
plete removal  of  the  tumor,  as  in  the  patients  operated  on  hj 
Martini,^  Buhring,^  Poland,^  Prince,^  and  Atlee,^  of  whom  4  died 
and  3  recovered.  But  it  has  also  been  selected  in  cases  of  thin- 
walled  cysts,  uncomplicated  with  adhesions,  and  existing  in  pa- 
tients whose  health  was  but  little  impaired,  on  the  supposition 
that  partial  excision  might  be  found  to  be  a  less  hazardous  opera- 
tion than  total  extirpation  of  a  cyst.  In  such  or  such-like  condi- 
tions, the  operation  has  been  performed  by  Mr.  "Wilson,  of  Bris- 
tol,''  Mr.  Brown,  of  London,"  and  Mr.  Crouch  f  'and  of  these  6 
cases,  2  terminated  fatally,  4  had  a  favorable  issue.  One  of  the 
patients  died  from  hemorrhage,  the  other  from  exhaustion  and  the 
eftusion  of  purulent  matter  from  the  cyst  into  the  peritoneal  cavity ; 
while  so  alarming  w^ere  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  in  one  of 
Mr.  Brown's  cases,  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  bleed  the 
patient  from  the  arm  four  times  in  the  first  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  operation. 

The  existence  of  adhesions  such  as  prevent  the  complete  extir- 
pation of  an  ovarian  cyst  may  possibly  justify  the  incision  into  it, 
aiul  the  allowing  the  escape  of  its  contents,  though  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  risks  oi'  this  proceeding  do  not  outweigh  the  }troba- 
bilities  of  success.  The  excision  of  a  portion  of  the  cyst,  and  the 
return  of  the  remainder  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  rest  tor  their 

'  RufiVs  M'if/(izi7i,  vol.  XV,  p.  436. 

*  Op.  cit.,  cases  vii  and  viii,  pji.  87  and  43. 

3  Gtn/'s  lIosjiUaL  J{rp(jj'ts,  3d  sci-ics,  vol.  i,  p.  03. 

*  American  Jonniid,  July  ISriO,  vol.  xlv,  )i.  '2(i7. 

6  H)id.,  April  1855,  p.  387.     Nos.  9,  12,  and  13,  in  his  tnl.li'. 

6  Provinclfd  Mclical  Journal,  1851,  p.  33.  '   Op.  cif.,  p.  235. 

®  A»sociatiim  Mcdiciil.  JoiitikiI,  p  UO.  In  this,  unlike  tho  otlicr.s,  tiio  cyi^t-wftU 
was  of  very  considorublc  thick nc.s.s.  It  is  worth  notice,  too,  that  no  fewer  tiian 
seventeen  small  urterics  required  ligature. 
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justification  on  the  assumption  that  the  fluid,  unchanged  by  the 
grave  injury  inflicted  on  the  cj^st,  will  be  absorbed  by  the  perito- 
neum,— that  the  cyst  itself  will  continue  for  but  a  short  time  to 
secrete,  and  will  then  become  altered  in  character,  and  probably 
calcified.  We  need,  however,  some  guarantee  of  the  probability 
of  this  occurrence  usually  taking  place,  some  evidence  that  the 
excision  of  a  large  portion"  of  the  cyst  is  not  likely  to  be  followed 
by  very  acute  inflanmiation  of  that  which  is  left  behind,  that  the 
secretion  from  it  will  not  become  sanious  or  purulent,  and  conse- 
quently will  not  be  likely  to  excite  violent  peritonitis.  At  present 
we  have  no  grounds  for  such  expectations,  and  consequently  no 
encouragement  to  imitate  this  proceeding,^  which  seems,  indeed, 
now  to  have  fallen  into  well-merited  disuse. 

V.  The  em-ployrnent  of  iodine  injections  into  the  cavity  of  the  cyst 
with  the  view  of  preventing  the  reaccumulation  of  the  fluid. 

In  many  of  the  cases  to  which  reference  has  hitherto  been  made, 
injections  into  the  cyst  were  emploj'ed  either  for  the  purpose  of 
more  completely  evacuating  its  contents,  or  with  the  view  of  excit- 
ing such  a  measure  of  active  inflammation  of  its  walls  as  should 
lead  more  quickly  or  more  surelj^  to  the  obliteration  of  its  cavity. 
In  all  these  instances  the  injections  were  but  subsidiary  measures, 
neither  much  relied  on  hj  the  operators,  nor  to  which  any  great 
share  in  producing  the  patient's  recovery  (where  recovery  did  take 
place)  could  be  attributed.  Of  late  years,  however,  the  attempt 
has  been  made  to  destroy  the  secreting  power  of  the  cyst  by  the 
injection  into  it  of  a  solution  of  iodine,  a  practice  suggested  by  the 
success  of  a  similar  mode  of  treating  hydrocele  first  adopted  by 
Sir  Eanald  Martin  and  M.  Velpeau.  The  first  reported  cases  of 
the  employment  of  iodine  injections  in  ovarian  cysts  were  pub- 
lished by  M.  Thomas  in  1851;^  though  M.  Boinet,^  who  is  so 
strong  an  advocate  of  the  measure,  first  put  it  in  practice  in  the 
year  1848.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  repeatedly  had  recourse  to 
both  in  this  country  and' on  the  continent,  and  the  results  hitherto 
obtained  lead  to  the  hope  that  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases 
it  will  be  found  to  check  the  reaccumulation  of  the  fluid,  and  in 
many  instances  to  prevent  it  completely,  while  it  appears  to  be 
attended  by  less  serious  danger  than  any  other  operation  for  the 
radical  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy.  Some  of  the  advocates  of  its  em- 
ployment, indeed,  represent  the  injection  of  iodine  as  being  less 
hazardous  than  tapping  unaccompanied  by  it;  but  we  may  hesitate 
to  accept  this  conclusion  till  the  statements  concerning  it  are  more 
deflnite  than  the  alleged  results  of  "twenty  or  thirty  "  cases.*    The 

1  A  judgment  still  more  unfavoralDle  to  this  proceeding  has  been  passed  by  Fock, 
in  his  able  critique,  pp.  362-367  ;  and  in  even  more  unqualified  terms  by  Scanzoni, 
op.  cit.,  p.  470. 

2  Revue  Med.  Chir.,  F«b,,  1851  ;  and  Schmidt's  Jahrb.,  1851,  No.  vi,  p.  827. 
'  lodoiherapie,  &c.,  8vo.,  Paris,  1855,  p.  429. 

*  Dr.  Simpson,  in  Lancet,  March  21,  1857,  says  that  only  one  death  occurred  in 
twenty  or  thirty  cases  in  which  he  had  used  the  injections  of  iodine.  Singularly 
enough,  this  statement  appears  in  a  paper  devoted  to  a  defence  of  statistics.  His 
Lecture  in  the  Medical  Times  for  Jan.  28,  1860,  is  equally  vague,  for  he  speaks 
there  of  forty  or  fifty. 
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only  statistics  with  wliicli  we  are  yet  furnished  sufficient  in  number 
and  in  apparent  exactness  to  warrant  any  conclusion  being  drawn 
from  them,  are  those  of  M.  Boinet,^  who  has  published  the  results 
of  45  operations  on  44  patients,  one  having  had  two  cysts,  which 
were  tapped  and  injected  at  different  times : 


Age  of  Patients. 

Cases. 

Cures. 

Failures. 

Beat 

From  15  to  20  years, 

2 

1 

1 

0 

"      20  "  80 

7 

5 

1 

1 

"      30  "  40 

17 

16 

0 

1 

"      40  "  50 

11 

6 

2 

3 

"      50  "  60 

5 

2 

0 

3 

"      60  "  78 

3 

1 

1 

1 

45  81  5  9 

In  34  of  the  cases  the  cysts  were  simple;  in  11  compound.  All 
the  successes  occurred  where  the  cyst  was  simple;  but  3  deaths 
also  followed  the  injection  of  simple  cysts.  All  the  operations  on 
compound  cysts  failed;  and  6  of  them  were  followed  by  the  pa- 
tients' death ;  though  certainly  in  many  of  these  cases  death  would 
have  taken  place  as  soon,  possibly  even  sooner,  if  interference 
had  not  been  resorted  to.  In  19  of  the  45  cases  the  puncture  and 
injection  were  employed  only  once,  and  in  16  of  the  number  a 
permanent  cure  was  obtained. 


19  injected 

once, 

16 

were  cured, 

2 

failures. 

1  death. 

7       " 

twice, 

5 

1 

1 

6       " 

thrice, 

4 

1 

1 

42       a 

four, 

2 

1 

1 

4        " 

six. 

2 

0 

2 

2       " 

seventeen, 

1 

0 

1 

2       " 

nine, 

0 

0 

2 

The  whole  of  M.  Boinet's  paper  deserves  an  attentive  jierusal; 
for  even  after  every  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  over-estimate 
of  success  into  which  the  advocate  of  any  peculiar  mode  of  treat- 
ment is  almost  sure  to  fall,  these  results  still  remain  far  more 
favorable  than  have  been  obtained  by  any  other  mode  devised  for 
the  radical  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy. 

The  experience  of  others,  too,  confirms  in  a  great  measure 
Boinet's  statements,  for  M.  Cazeaux^  professes  to  have  had  48 
cures  out  of  62  injections  of  single  ovarian  cysts,  11  cases  in 
which  the  advance  of  disease  was  retarded,  and  only  3  deaths. 
M.  Velpeau,  too,  in  the  discussion  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
in  Paris,  in  the  year  1856,^  estimated  the  operations  wliich  had 
been  made  down  to  tliat  time  at  130,  of  which  only  30  terminated 
fatally,  64  were  permanent  cures,  while  the  fluid  reaccumulated 
in  30.  In  20  ol' the  30  fatal  cases,  liowever,  the  opening  into  the 
cyst  had  been  maintained  fistulous,  and  to  this  proceeding,  which 

,  '   (.'(t::rJt.c  Hchdommlaire,  Nov.  21, 1856,  p.  828. 

'^  III  one  of  tlicHd  ciiKOH,  though  tht*  tumor  was  jiuncturcd  four  times,  it  was  in- 
jected only  tlirici^,  uiiii  in  iinotlicr  only  twice. 

'  As  ()ii(it(:d  l)y  fcicluiii.  Sou  t'aniitatts  Jahresbericht  for  1859,  8vo.,  iv,  "Wurzburg, 
1860,  p.  '■'>r>l.  *  Bulletin  de  I'Acadimie  de  Midecine,  1866. 
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he  characterizes  as  bad  and  detestable,  M.  Velpeau  is  disposed  to 
attribute  the  patient's  death,  rather  than  to  the  mere  employment 
of  the  iodine  injections.  The  elaborate  work  of  Glinther,^  con- 
tains the  statistics  of  these  injections  down  to  the  year  1859,  and 
though  the  results  are  far  less  favorable  than  those  of  Boinet, 
Cazeaux,  or  of  Dr.  Simpson,  they  yet  are  in  the  main  very  en- 
couraging.    Out  of  158  cases,  there  were, 

32  recoveries. 
48  relapses. 

13  in  which  no  result  was  observed. 
59  deaths. 
6  results  not  stated. 

In  other  words,  of  the  cases  whose  results  were  known,  21  per 
cent,  had  a  favorable  issue,  38.8  terminated  in  the  patient's  death. 
These  figures  do  not  yield  data  such  as  to  enable  us  to  judge  of 
the  suitability  of  the  difi'erent  cases  for  the  injection;  of  the  danger 
which  those  patients  ran  who  merely  survived,  or  those  who  were 
actually  cured,  nor  of  the  degree  to  which,  in  the  instances  where 
death  took  place,  the  fatal  event  was  directly  caused,  or  notably 
hastened,  by  the  injection.  These,  however,  are  the  very  points 
concerning  which  we  need  accurate  information  before  we  can  at 
all  justly  appreciate  the  indications,  or  contraindications,  for  this 
or  for  any  other  operation. 

Forty  or  fifty  cases  of  injection  of  iodine  into  ovarian  cysts, 
followed  by  only  one  death,  is  a  result  more  favorable  than  any 
one,  save  Dr.  Simpson,  has  ever  attained;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  dangers  of  the  proceeding  appear  to  be  dependent,  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  on  causes  within  the  control  of  the  operator. 
In  the  earlier  cases  the  use  of  the  injection  was  associated  with 
the  attempt  to  keep  the  cyst-wound  open,  and  this  proceeding  no 
doubt  had  a  considerable  share  in  bringing  about  the  fatal  issue. 
The  allowing  the  solution  to  remain  in  the  cyst,  possibly  also  the 
employment  of  too  strong  a  solution,  are  also  important  elements 
to  be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the  risks  of  iodine  injec- 
tions. M.  Boinet  was  accustomed  to  employ  a  mixture  of  equal 
parts  of  distilled  water,  and  the  tincture  of  iodine  of  the  Paris 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  contains  more  than  twice  as  much  iodine 
as  the  compound  tincture  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia;  the  pro- 
portion being  1  part  to  12J  in  the  former,  1  to  29  in  the  latter. 
From  oiv  to  .5viii  or  gx  of  this  mixture,  to  which  some  iodide  of 
potass  has  been  added  to  insure  the  complete  solution  of  the 
iodine,  are  thrown  into  the  cyst,  and  after  being  allowed  to  remain 
there  for  from  seven  to  ten  minutes,  are  withdrawn  through  the 
canula.  Although,  in  many  instances,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
the  tincture  of  iodine  has  remained  behind  in  the  cyst  without 
any  bad  symptoms  resulting,  M.  Boinet  always  prefers  allowing 
of  its  escape  after  the  lapse  of  some  minutes.     No  one  can  read 

1  Lehre  der  Blutigen  Operationen^  folio,  38  Lieferung,  Leipzig,  1859,  p.  186. 
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the  particulars  of  M.  Teale's  cases/  of  whicli  one  proved  fatal, 
while  the  other  two  patients  remained  unconscious  for  fifteen  and 
fourteen  hours  respectively,  without  feeling  that  the  hazard  is 
greatly  increased  by  allowing  the  fluid  to  remain.  The  same 
symptoms  of  most  formidable  depression  are  also  noticed  in  the 
report  of  a  case  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Brown  in  St.  Mary's  Hos- 
pital.^ That  gentleman  appears  usually  to  allow  the  solution  of 
iodine  to  remain  in  the  cyst,  and  to  combat  the  formidable  symp- 
toms which  result  from  the  practice  by  the  liberal  administration 
of  wine  and  brandy.  Among  my  patients  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  in  whom  the  injection  has  never  been  allowed  to  remain 
more  than  ten  minutes  in  the  cyst,  serious  depression  only  once 
followed  its  employment;  and  I  very  much  doubt  the  propriety  of 
adding  to  the  patient's  risks  those  of  poisoning  by  iodine,  when 
there  seems  good  reason  for  the  belief  that  the  peculiar  curative 
influence  of  the  agent  is  exerted  even  after  a  very  short  contact 
with  the  cyst-walls. 

The  nature  of  this  influence  is  still  but  little  understood.  It  is 
clear  that  cyst  inflammation  is  not  a  necessary  condition  for  suc- 
cess; for  in  several  instances  where  no  reaccumulation  of  fluid 
has  taken  place  no  pain  has  followed  the  operation,  nor  any  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  but  the  cyst  once  emptied  has  not  refilled, 
and  recovery  has  not  been  purchased  by  the  suffering  or  the  peril 
which  seem  inseparable  from  all  other  modes  of  cure  of  ovarian 
dropsy.  We  have  at  present  no  account  of  the  appearances  found 
on  dissection  after  the  successful  employment  of  this  proceeding 
in  ovarian  disease.  Observation,  however,  has  already  taught  us 
that  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele  by  no  means  of  necessity  implies 
the  formation  of  adhesions  between  the  opposite  surfaces  of  the 
sac.  Such  adhesions,  too,  appear  to  occur  less  often  after  the  use 
of  iodine  injections  than  after  any  of  the  other  usual  surgical  pro- 
ceedings for  the  cure  of  hydrocele,^  and  if  the  opposite  surfaces  of 
the  comparatively  small  cyst  in  that  case  fail  to  become  adherent, 
it  is  little  likely  that  union  should  take  place  between  the  sides  of 
a  large  sac  which  has  been  distended  by  many  quarts  of  fluid.  It 
is  possible  that  something  is  lost  of  that  security  against  relapse, 
which  enhances  so  much  the  value  of  any  cure;  it  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  much  is  gained  in  safety  if  we  can  avoid  the  risks  of  a 
disease  so  formidable,  so  diflicult  to  control,  as  cyst-inflammation. 

Even  after  all  precautions  have  been  taken,  and  when  the  injec- 
tion is  employed  in  cases  apparently  best  suited  for  it,  uncxi)ected 
deatli  soinetimcs  takes  place,  as  in  instances  recorded  by  Lciwen- 
hardt'  and  Legrand."  Lowenliardt's  patient  died,  apparently  from 
more  hIk^cIc,  fourteen  hours  alter  a  first  tai)ping  and  injection.    The 

1  IiOportod  l)y  Mr.  Iliirdwiclc  in  Mudical,  Tinies,  .Jan.  31  uiul  Kcb.  7,  IS.')?. 

2  Lanrd,  Mim-li  21,  1H57,  j).  '2!H) 

8  S(!()  tlio  r)l)H(!rviilions  of  M.  Jliilin  on  tlui  cuirn  of  liydroci'lc,  (lunti'd  hy  M. 
Boirift,  op.  fit,  |).  270. 


—I    / ,,..-.. 

*  MdnatHcliriJI.  fur  OehuHnhimle,  vol.  xvi,  p.  'Jl  1 . 

6  Uazette  dca  Ilhjdtaux,  July  9,  1801,  p.  320,  luul  Oct.  12,  18(1 
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injection  was  accompanied  with  intense  pain,  and  followed  by 
great  depression,  but  no  trace  of  peritonitis  or  of  cyst-inflamma- 
tion was  found  on  examining  the  body  after  death.  Both  of 
Legrand's  patients  died  of  peritonitis.  In  one,  tapping  and  the 
injection  of  iodine  had  been  resorted  to  six  months  before,  without 
the  slightest  symptom  of  local  discomfort  or  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. In  the  other,  tapping  with  iodine  injection  had  been 
resorted  to  nine  times;  on  the  last  occasion,  four  years  previously, 
the  disease  had  seemed  to  be  brought  to  a  standstill,  but,  after 
the  lapse  of  that  time,  a  fresh  puncture  and  injection  became 
necessary.  On  its  repetition,  three  months  later,  or  in  other 
words,  on  occasion  of  the  eleventh  puncture  and  injection,  violent 
peritonitic  symptoms  came  on,  under  which  the  patient  sank  in 
the  course  of  twenty-seven  hours. 

My  own  experience,  which  extends  but  to  ten  cases,  is  too 
limited  to  be  of  much  value,  but  1  have  thrown  its  results  into  a 
tabular  form  for  convenience  of  reference. 

The  first  thing,  perhaps,  which  strikes  one  in  looking  over  the 
table,  is  the  fact  that  in  no  instance  did  the  injection^  have  a  fatal 
result,  except  in  that  case  in  which  it  escaped  into  the  abdominal 
cavity,  while  three  times  no  constitutional  disturbance  whatever 
was  produced  by  the  proceeding ;  and,  further,  it  is  worth  notice 
that  no  connection  seemed  to  subsist  between  the  severity  of  the 
symptoms  that  were  produced  in  some  cases,  and  the  permanent 
cure  of  the  patient.  This  uncertainty  with  reference  to  the  severity 
of  the  symptoms  following  the  injection,  has  also  been  remarked 
upon  by  Schuh,^  who  says,  that  "the  primary  effects  of  iodine  in- 
jections are  very  variable,  and  cannot  at  all  be  estimated  before- 
hand. Even  in  the  same  patient  an  injection  will  sometimes  give 
rise  to  no  sign  of  either  local  or  constitutional  reaction,  while 
another  will  be  followed  by  a  storm  of  perilous  symptoms."  Cyst- 
inflammation,  indeed,  appeared  to  be  excited  on  several  occasions, 
though  it  yielded  tolerably  readily  to  moderate  depletion.  Its 
signs  were  in  most  instances  partly  masked,  partly  exaggerated 
by  the  symptoms  of  iodism,  as  those  phenomena  have  been  termed 
which  are  produced  by  the  absorption  of  large  quantities  of  iodine 
into  the  blood.  Great  abdominal  pain,  usually,  however,  speedily 
abating,  extreme  depression,  cold  extremities,  a  very  frequent  and 
very  feeble  pulse,  which  sometimes  becomes  altogether  imper- 
ceptible at  the  wrist  for  a  few  hours,  a  sense  of  sickness,  often 
accompanied  by  actual  vomiting,  drowsiness  without  sleep,  thirst, 
and  a  metallic  taste  in  the  mouth,  are  the  symptoms  Which  occa- 
sionally follow  immediately,  or  within  the  course  of  a  few  hours 

1  The  injection  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  employ  is  a  solution  prepared 
at  the  time,  as  recommended  by  M.  Guibourt  of  Paris  (see  Boinet,  op.  cit.,  p.  101), 
and  which  consists  of  5  parts  of  iodine,  5  of  iodide  of  potassa,  50  of  spirit,  and  100 
of  water.  The  quantity  of  iodine  which  this  mixture  contains  does  not  differ 
malfrially  from  that  which  would  be  present  in  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  com- 
pound tincture  of  iodine  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  and  distilled  water. 

2  As  reported  in  Canstatt's  Jahresbericht,  vol.  iv,  Wiirzburg,  1861,  p.  401. 
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after  the  injection  of  the  cyst,  and  suggest  a  peril  even  more 
imminent  than  in  all  probability  really  attends  them.  Coupled 
with  this  condition,  which  usually  loses  its  more  formidable  features 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  there  is  a  very  scanty  secretion 
of  dark  claret-colored  urine,  loaded  with  iodine;  and  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  amount  of  iodine,  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  urine, 
and  an  abatement  of  the  symptoms  take  place  simultaneously.  In 
the  case  where  the  symptoms  of  iodism  were  most  alarming,  an 
aqueous  solution  of  iodine  was  employed,  and  one  of  the  benefits 
of  the  admixture  of  a  certain  quantity  of  spirit  with  the  fluid 
appears  to  be  that  it  retards  the  absorption  of  the  iodine.  I  found 
traces  of  iodine,  however,  in  the  urine  fourteen  days  after  the  in- 
jection of  the  solution  that  I  usually  employed,  and  which  con- 
tained a  third  part  of  spirit,  and  this  although  the  fluid  was 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  cyst  only  for  ten  minutes. 

The  observation  of  these  facts  rendered-  me  very  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  practice  either  of  employing  very  strong  solutions  of 
iodine,  or  of  allowing  the  injection  to  remain  permanently  in  the 
cyst, — a  practice  to  which  the  formidable  symptoms  and  the  fatal 
results  which  have  occurred  in  some  English  cases  appear  to  me 
in  great  measure  attributable.  The  uncertainty  as  to  the  cases 
which  will  bear  the  iodine  injection  well,  as  distinguished  from 
those  in  which  cyst  inflammation  or  profound  iodism  will  be  ex- 
cited by  it,  is  a  drawback  from  its  value  which  this  operation 
shares  with  every  other  proceeding  for  the  cure,  or  even  for  the 
temporaiy  relief,  of  ovarian  dropsy. 

It  is  hard  to  say  how  long  a  lapse  of  time  is  necessary  to  estab- 
lish the  permanence  of  a  supposed  cure  of  this  disease.  At  the 
end  of  two  years  after  the  injection  of  a  cyst  with  the  solution  of 
iodine  no  re-collection  of  fluid  had  taken  place  in  one  case,  and 
it  is  perhaps  fair  to  regard  that  as  an  instance  of  its  cure.  In  two 
other  cases,  however,  the  obliteration  of  the  first  cyst  was  followed 
at  the  end  of  eighteen  months  in  the  one,  and  of  two  years  in  the 
other,  by  the  development  of  others,  which  showed  that  the  tumor 
was  not  of  that  simple  kind  which  it  had  at  first  been  supposed 
to  be.  Such  occurrences  illustrate,  indeed,  the  incompleteness  of 
the  success  obtained  by  this  proceeding  as  compared  with  the  really 
radical  cure  effected  by  the  extirpation  of  the  ovary.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  even  they  are  not  without  an  encouraging  feature,  since 
they  show  that  the  presence  of  solid  matter  in  the  tumor  does  not 
contraindicate  the  injection,  nor  the  compound  character  of  the 
cyst  always  render  the  operation  dangerous,  but  that  from  it  we 
may  expect  retardation  of  the  disease  in  cases  where  yet  we  must 
abandon  the  hope  of  effecting  a  permanent  cure. 

The  real  value  of  this  proceeding  still  remains  to  be  definitely 
determined  by  larger  trials  than  have  yet  been  made,  and  it  seems 
almost  idle  to  bring  forward  an  array  of  nanaes  to  settle  a  question 
which  as  yet  is  not  ripe  for  a  decision.  In  this  country,  Dr.  Simp- 
son is  the  only  person  who  has  often  had  recourse  to  iodine  injec- 
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tions  in  ovarian  dropsy,  and  I  have  already  mentioned  the  ex- 
tremely favorable  conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived. 

The  cessation  of  my  connection  with  an  hospital  has  deprived 
me  of  the  opportunity  of  carrying  my  personal  investigations  any 
further;  and  it  is,  I  think,  to  be  regretted  that  attention  has  during 
the  past  few  years  been  so  exclusively  turned  in  this  country  to 
the  question  of  ovariotomy  that  no  attempts  have  been  made  to 
determine  more  accurately  the  indication  for  the  use  of  these  in- 
jections, and  the  means  by  which  their  danger  may  be  lessened. 
In  France  and  Germany,  too,  though  still  resorted  to,  their  value 
has  not  been  subjected  to  that  searching  examination  which  could 
alone  test  their  real  worth,  and  disappointment  at  finding  the  early 
estimates  of  success  exaggerated  seems  likely  to  lead  to  a  measure 
of  undeserved  neglect. 

Professor  Scanzoni,  however,  while  still  keenly  alive  to  the  risks 
which  he  dwelt  on  in  the  former  edition  of  his  book,^  published 
eight  years  ago,  has  given  the  operation  a  renewed  trial ;  and  all  the 
three  cases  in  which  he  has  emploj^ed  it  have  had  a  good  result.  He 
has  taken  the  following  precautions,  to  which  some  of  the  success 
is  doubtless  due.  The  cyst  was  first  emptied  as  completely  as  pos- 
sible, and  then,  before  the  injection  was  employed,  a  most  careful 
examination  was  made  to  determine  whether  the  c^-st  was  a  simple 
one,  and  if  it  appeared  not  to  be,  the  injection  was  not  employed. 
If  it  were  proceeded  with,  an  elastic  catheter,  exactly  fitting  the 
canula,  was  carried  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  cyst,  and  from  one 
ounce  to  three  of  pure  tincture  of  iodine  were  injected  through  it. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  the  whole  of  the  fluid  was  care- 
fully withdrawn  by  means  of  a  sj^ringe,  and  after  the  closure  of 
the  wound  the  abdomen  was  kept  covered  with  cloths  wrung  out 
of  iced  water  so  long  as  the  pain  produced  by  the  injection,  and 
which  usually  was  severe,  continued.  In  the  first  of  his  three 
patients  the  cyst  refilled  in  six  weeks  after  the  first  injection.  Its 
repetition  at  the  end  of  that  time  w^as  followed  by  extensive  peri- 
tonitis, from  which  the  patient  recovered,  and  continued  quite  well 
at  the  end  of  a  year.  In  the  second  case  a  single  puncture  and  in- 
jection were  followed  by  a  cure  w^hich  was  substantiated  at  the 
end  of  ten  months.  In  the  third  case  two  tumors  existed,  pos- 
sibly aftecting  both  ovaries^  In  the  one  which  was  injected,  no 
r<i-co1  lection  of  fluid  had  taken  place  at  the  end  of  four  months; 
but  the  other  tumor,  which  had  at  first  seemed  solid,  was  becom- 
ing softer,  and  it  appeared  probable  that  it  would  before  long  be 
in  a  state  to  admit  of  tapping  and  injection. 

We  need,  for  the  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  iodine  injections, 
an  answer  to  the  following  questions.  I  commend  them  especially 
to  those  gentlemen  who  seem  to  consider  that  a  clamorous  denun- 
ciation oi"  ovariotomy,  unaccom|taiiicd  by  any  efibrt  to  inci'oase  our 
knowledge  of  the  pathology  ol'  ovarian  diseases,  or  to  add  to  our 

1  Op.  ciL,  3d  ed.,  18G4,  ]>.  4G8. 
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therapeutical  resources,  befits  the  solemn  engagements  under 
which  we  stand  to  our  own  profession  and  to  our  fellow-creatures. 

It  needs  to  be  ascertained — 

1st.  How  far  these  injections  may  be  safely  employed  in  cases 
of  compound  cysts,  and  what  eflect  they  have  in  retarding  the 
development  of  the  principal  cyst?  and  whether  the  character  of 
the  fluid,  as,  for  instance,  its  being  pellucid,  and  but  slightly 
viscid,  indicates  the  use  of  the  injection  even  in  cases  of  multi- 
locular  cysts? 

2d.  How  far  the  caution  suggested  by  Professor  Simpson,  of 
never  employing  the  injection  after  a  first  tapping,  diminishes  its 
risk? 

3d.  "Whether  a  waterv  solution  of  iodine,  or  one  containing 
spirit,  is  the  safer,  and  whether  the  employment  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  a  weak  solution,  or  of  a  small  quantity  of  a  strong  solution, 
is  attended  by  the  greater  hazard  ? 

4th.  "What  means  aflbrd  the  best  guarantee  against  the  escape 
of  the  injection  into  the  abdominal  cavity? 

5th.  How  long  it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  injection  to  remain 
in  the  cyst,  and  whether  its  complete  removal  by  an  exhausting 
syringe  on  the  principle  of  Bowditch's  furnishes  an  important 
safeguard  against  the  occurrence  of  iodism,  cyst-inflammation, 
or  peritonitis  ? 

6th.  "What  relation  subsists  between  the  amount  of  pain  at  the 
time  of  the  injection  and  the  occurrence  of  dangerous  peritonitis 
or  cyst-inflammation  afterwards ;  and  consequently  how  far  is 
pain  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  for  desisting  from  the  injection  ? 

7th.  What  are  the  best  means  of  preventing  or  controlling  dan- 
gerous symptoms  after  the  injection  ? 

8th.  In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  a  flrst  injection,  what  is  to  be 
expected  from  its  repetition  ;  and  if  repeated,  is  it  desirable  that 
the  next  tapping  should  be  hastened,  or  that  interference  should 
be  postponed  until  the  patient's  general  condition  indicates  its 
necessity  ? 

The  grand  objection  to  most  proceedings  hitherto  devised  for 
cure  of  ovarian  dropsy  is  not  only  that  they  often  fail  to  accom- 
plish that  object,  bat  still  more  that  they  frequently  destroy  the 
patient  who  submits  to  them.  A  comparatively  low  average  of 
successes  may  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  an  equally  low 
rate  of  mortality ;  but  a  very  high  probability  of  perfect  cure  is 
needed  to  outweigh  a  great  risk  of  life.  It  will,  I  apprehend,  be 
found  that  the  comparative  safety  of  the  iodine  injection  will  be 
its  great  recommendation.  For  my  own  part,  I  confess  that  I 
shrink  from  playing  a  game  with  heavy  odds  against  success 
when  human  life  is  the  stake. 

How  far  this  objection  applies  to  the  last  great  remedy,  the  re- 
moval of  the  diseased  organ,  must  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  at  the 
next  lecture. 
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LECTURE    XXX. 

OVAEIAISr  TUMOES  AND  DEOPST. 

Treatment,  continued.  Extirpation'  of  the  diseased  ovaries.  History  of 
the  operation,  its  two  varieties,  the  major  and  the  minor.  General  results  of 
the  operation  ;  its  mortality  ;  date  and  cause  of  death. 

Circumstances  modifying  its  hazards ; — existence  of  adhesions,  age  of  patient,  ex- 
tent of  incision,  character  of  tumor. 

Unfavorable  opinion  formerly  pronounced,  and  why;  its  results  and  those  of 
Cesarean  section  compared,  but  operation  to  be  judged  by  its  own  merits,  not 
by  comparison  with  operations  for  other  purposes.,  Eeasons  assigned  for  re- 
considering that  opinion.  Attempt  to  estimate  conditions  in  which  ovariotomy 
is  justifiable. 

It  still  remains  for  us,  last  of  all,  to  examine  the  great  radical 
cure  of  ovarian  dropsy,  the  extirpation  of  the  diseased  organ. 

I  have  felt  much  at  a  loss,  now  that  I  am  called  on  to  reconsider 
tlie  opinions  which,  not  without  much  careful  thought,  I  arrived 
at  and  ventured  to  express  seven  years  ago,  as  to  the  way  in  which 
I  can  most  fairly  state  the  changes  that  these  opinions  have  under- 
gone. I  believe  that,  on  the  whole,  it  will  be  the  better  plan  to 
retain  my  former  statements  and  the  grounds  on  which  my  con- 
clusions were  based  entirely  unchanged,  and  afterwards  to  try  to 
indicate  how  and  w^hy  I  have  now  arrived  at  different  conclusions. 
I  do  this  because  I  think  that  my  former  opinions  coincided  very 
nearly  with  those  which  are  still  entertained  by  many  men  for 
whom  I  feel  very  high  respect,  and  from  whom  I  cannot  differ 
without  a  sense  of  misgiving  lest,  after  all,  I  should  be  mistaken. 

The  history  of  the  operation  has  been  so  often  related,  that  I 
need  not  occupy  much  time  in  repeating  its  details.  Performed 
for  the  first  time  in  the  year  1809  by  Dr.  Macdowell,  of  Kentucky, 
and  repeated  by  him  five  times  in  the  subsequent  ten  years,  it  yet 
did  not  attract  much  attention  nor  find  many  imitators,  even 
among  his  countrymen,  for  nearly  five-and  twenty  years.  ITeither 
on  the  continent  nor  in  this  country  were  the  results  of  the  few 
instances  of  its  performance  at  all  encouraging;  and  down  to  the 
year  1840  it  had  been  attempted  in  its  original  form,  which  con- 
sisted in  the  making  a  long  incision  from  the  sternum  to  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  only  twenty-five  times.'     In  14  of  these  cases,-  the 

'  The  diligence  of  M.  Fock,  loc.  cit,  p.  307,  has  discovered  the  mention  of  a  case 
■where,  more  than  150  years  ago,  the  cyst  was  drawn  tlirough  the  wound  made  in 
ta[ipitig,  by  a  sort  of  utnutentional  anticipation  of  Mr.  JeatlVcson's  operation;  and 
ho  ref(!i\s  also  to  a  similar  occurrence  having  hajipcncd  to  tlii>  late  Mr.  llowship. 
These,  however,  are  not  instances  of  the  iiiteiilional  extiriiation  of  the  diseased 
ovarium,  and  cannot  be  taken  into  oiu-  ednsiilcration  iu'i-e,  any  more  than 
L'Ainnonier's  eas(!  (Meinolren  dc.  la  Sw'iei/.  lioyalc  dc  AJedcr.iiic,  ITS'i,  ^to..  p.  '-".HI),  in 
which,  with  a  liiirl)ar(ius  surgery,  ho  nnnoved  the  ovary  disten<liMl  willi  pus  in  cdu- 
Hcquence  of  inllainmal ion  alter  delivery. 

'■i  A  notic(!  of  tlii'se  earlier  cases  of  the  operation  by  the  large  incision  will  be 
found  in  tho.  Jin/i.ihdrid  J'\>7-rlf/n  Mrdicril  Jirvletr,  Oi't.,  IM,] ;  and  tlire(<  cases  not 
noticed  there  are  referred  to  in  the  Itepurton  M  idwit'cry,  «.V:e.,  fur  IS  112-;],  pul)lislied 
in  the  Humo  journal  for  April,  1844. 
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ovaiy  was  removed,  9  patients  survived  the  operation,  5  sank 
under  its  effects;  in  11  either  no  tumor  was  discovered,  or  adhe- 
sions prevented  its  removal;  and  of  these  patients,  8  survived  the 
exposure  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  3  were  destroyed.  Matters 
stood  thus  when  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  "VValne,  by  the  publication  of 
several  cases,  a  good  proportion  of  which  had  had  a  favorable 
issue,  excited  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  subject;  and 
though  it  was  some  time  before  the  operation  was  generally  re- 
garded as  a  legitimate  proceeding,  and  though  it  is  still  denounced 
by  some  surgeons  in  unmeasured  terms,  we  yet  can  reckon  now 
some  200  cases  in  which  it  has  been  resorted  to,  and  are  therefore 
in  a  position  to  form  some  opinion  of  its  advantages  and  its  dan- 
gers. The  operations,  indeed,  have  not  all  exactly  resembled 
those  first  performed,  for  in  the  year  1833,  Mr.  Jeaifreson,  of 
Framlingham,  in  Suffolk,  endeavored  to  lessen  the  formidable 
character  of  the  proceeding  by  tapping  the  cyst,  and  then  with- 
drawing it  through  as  small  an  opening  as  possible.  This 
has  been  called  the  operation  by  the  small  incision,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  other,  or  operation  by  the  large  incision.  The 
advocates  of  each  of  these  proceedings  are  very  strenuous  in  in- 
sisting upon  the  merits  of  that  of  which  they  approve,  and,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  each  has  its  peculiar  advantages.  In  many 
respects,  however,  they  stand  upon  common  ground,  and  we  may 
class  them  together  for  the  present  while  we  seek  to  ascertain 
what  rate  of  mortality  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  what  measure 
of  success  may  be  hoped  for  from  the  attempt  to  extirpate  the 
dropsical  ovary. 

Several  writers  have  collected,  with  much  diligence,  the  statistics 
of  this  operation,  of  which  there  are  now  more  than  200  instances 
on  record.  This  last  is  the  number  arrived  at  by  Fock,  in  his  very 
valuable  paper  on  the  subject;^  and  though  the  past  eighteen 
months  have  furnished  a  few  additional  cases  both  of  success  and 

1  The  first  of  these  tables,  and  the  foundation  of  all  subsequent  ones,  was  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  W.  T.  Atlee  in  the  American  Journal  for  April,  1845,  and  was  copied, 
without  quite  adequate  acknowledgment,  by  Mr.  S.  Lee,  in  his  very  useful  work 
on  uterine  tumors.  Had  he  lived,  the  omission  would  have  been  rectified,  but 
justice  to  Dr.  Atlee  compels  me  to  refer  to  it  here.  Dr.  Robert  Lee  has  collected  in 
his  Clinical  Reports,  &c.,  the  particulars  of  162  cases  in  which  ovariotomy  was 
either  attempted  or  actually  performed  in  this  country;  while  Kiwisch's  table,  in 
vol.  ii,  of  h\s  Klinische  Fo?'^ra(/e,  supplies  some  additional  cases,  chiefly  contributed 
by  continental  practitioners.  In  the  American  Journal  for  April,  1850,  Dr.  Atlee 
gives  the  general  results  of  179  cases,  though  not  with  the  same  detailed  refer- 
ences as  in  his  former  table;  and  in  the  same  journal  for  April,  1855,  he  contrib- 
utes a  sj^nopsis  of  30  cases  of  ovariotomy  occurring  in  his  own  practice.  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Manchester,  who  has  performed  the  operation  more  frequently  than  any  other 
person,  published  in  the  British  Record  of  Obstetric  Medicine  the  particulars  of  40 
cases  that  came  under  his  own  care,  and  his  papers  on  this  subject  were  collected 
and  published  by  him  at  Manchester  in  1848.  In  March,  1856  he  sent  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Simpson,  which  appeared  in  Ed.  Med.  Journal  for  that  month,  in  which  he 
briefly  states  the  results  of  29  additional  cases.  From  all  these  sources,  as  well  as 
from  others  either  overlooked  by  former  writers,  or  which  have  occurred  subse- 
quently to  their  investigations,  Dr.  Fock  has  collected  a  total  of  292  cases,  on  which 
he  bases  his  conclusions,  and  I  have  availed  myself  of  his  labors. 
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of  failure,  it  is  yet  so  convenient  to  deal  with  round  numbers  that 
I  prefer  adopting  his  figures  as  they  stand.  I^i'ow  these  200  cases 
of  actual  extirpation  of  the  ovary  yield  111  recoveries  to  89  deaths ; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  mortality  is  44|  per  cent.,  or  not  very  far 
short  of  half  the  number  of  persons  in  whom  the  operation  is 
completed  die  from  its  effects.  But,  besides  these,  there  are  92 
cases  in  which  the  operation  could  not  be  completed  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  adhesions,  or  of  the  tumor  having  some  other 
situation  or  other  attachments  than  was  supposed  beforehand,  or 
in  which  some  even  greater  diagnostic  error  was  committed,  and 
the  very  existence  of  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  a  mistake.  Of 
these  92  patients,  31  died,  or  33.6  per  cent.,  or  1  in  every  3;  but 
9  of  those  who  survived  after  passing  through  great  perils,  are  re- 
ported to  have  been  more  or  less  completely  cured  of  the  disease. 
Putting  all  the  cases  together,  it  seems  that  of  292  recorded  in- 
stances of  the  operation  being  attempted,  120  ended  in  death,  and 
92  in  failure;  or,  in  other  words,  the  chances  are  two  to  one  that 
the  operation  will  be  accomplished  ;  but,  if  it  succeeds,  they  are 
nearly  equal  that  the  patient  will  die,  and,  if  it  fails,  the  prospect 
of  her  surviving  the  fruitless  interference  is  only  double  that  of  her 
sinking  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  belief  was  expressed  bj-  the  advocates  of  the  operation  that 
the  mortality  attendant  on  its  performance  was  in  course  of  dimi- 
nution, and  that  with  the  perfecting  of  our  diagnostic  skill  the 
proportion  of  unfinished  operations  was  also  lessening.  "The  rate 
of  mortality,"  says  Dr.  Atlee,  in  the  year  1850,  "has  very  much 
diminished  since  the  publication  of  my  table  in  1845.  Then  there 
was  1  death  in  every  2||  cases  of  gastrotomy,  or  37.62  deaths  in 
every  100  cases.  Since  the  publication  of  that  table  78  cases  have 
occui-red,  in  which  there  was  1  death  in  every  3f  cases,  or  26.92 
deaths  in  every  100  cases.  There  has  also  been  a  diminution  in 
the  proportion  of  unfinished  operations  ....  hence  diagnosishas 
also  improved."^  Unfortunately,  as  we  have  seen,  it  needs  but  to 
increase  the  number  of  observations  in  order  to  do  away  with  the 
correctness  of  this  very  natural,  though  too  sanguine  expectation. 
One  death  in  every  2g§  of  those  cases  in  which  the  operation  was 
completed,  or  1  in  S/j  of  all  cases,  those  included  in  which  the 
operation  was  abandoned,  such  are  the  results  of  the  most  recent 
data;  while  the  number  of  instances  in  which  the  ovary  could  not 
be  extirjtated  has  risen  from  1  in  53^:^,  at  which  Dr.  Atlee  estimated 
it  in  1850,  to  1  in  3./,,  six  years  afterwards,  according  to  the  cal- 
culation of  Dr.  Fock.  This  last  category  of  cases,  too,  would,  I. 
doubt  not,  be  swelled  far  beyond  its  pi'csent  dimensions,  if  every 
instance  in  which  an  exploratory  incision  sufficed  but  to  discover 
the  impossibility  of  any  I'urther  proceeding,  were  ])laccd  upon 
record.  Besides  tlie  cases  88,  101,  and  10^5,  in  Dr.  Lee's  list,  the 
fii-st  of  which  (X'ciii-rcd  during  my  connection  A\ilh  the  Middlesex 

'   Atiicrlraii  Journiit,  April,  1H;')0. 
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Hospital,  while  the  other  two  were  patients  of  my  own,  I  have 
had  two  other  cases  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  which  the 
attempt  was  made,  with  my  full  concurrence,  to  remove  the  ovary, 
but  was  made  unsuccessfully.  One  of  the  patients,  a  girl  of 
twenty-two,  survived  the  operation  four  months,  but  after  having- 
struggled  through  an  attack  of  cyst-inflammation,  that  followed 
within  thirty-six  hours  after  it  was  attempted,  she  sank  into  a 
state  of  hectic,  which,  after  death,  seemed  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  another  cyst  that  was  found 
distended  by  more  than  a  quart  of  pus.  The  other  case  was  that 
of  a  married  woman,  forty-seven  years  old,  in  whom  the  disease 
had  been  of  verjM^apid  development,  but  the  cyst  w^as  apparently 
single,  while  the  absence  of  any  history  of  peritonitis,  and  the 
extreme  mobility  of  the  tumor,  seemed  to  warrant  the  tolerably 
confident  expectation  that  no  important  adhesions  existed  to  inter- 
fere with  its  removal.  This  hope  was  found,  however,  to  be  illu- 
sory, and  death  took  place  from  cyst-inflammation  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  pyaemia  seventeen  clays  after  the  operation.  The 
examination  after  death  illustrated  a  source  of  difiiculty  which  no 
wisdom  could  have  foreseen.  There  were,  indeed,  adhesions  to 
the  abdominal  peritoneum,  and  these  it  may  be  conceded  (though 
I  am  by  no  means  convinced  of  the  fact)  that  the  well-skilled  tact 
of  some  one  else  might  have  detected.  But  the  upper  and  pos- 
terior wall  of  the  cyst  adhered  to  the  intestines,  while  from  its 
upper  part  there  passed  oif  a  pyriform  prolongation,  which  reached 
up  as  high  as  the  eighth  rib,  and,  dividing  into  three  separate 
branches  or  diverticula,  adhered  to  the  intestines,  to  the  pancreas, 
and  to  the  capsule  of  the  left  kidney.  It  happens,  then,  that  my 
personal  experience  of  ovariotomy  is  made  up  of  the  observation 
of  five  cases,  in  every  one  of  which  the  ojDeration  was  undertaken, 
after  much  consideration,  with  the  approval  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  surgeons  of  large  experience  and  undoubted  skill,  but  who, 
in  every  instance,  were  bafiled  in  their  attempt.  Two  of  these 
cases  are  now  published  for  the  first  time,  and  go  to  swell  the  list 
of  unsuccessful  operations.  They  were  not  withheld  before  except 
as  the  mention  of  many  an  unsuccessful  operation  is  withheld, 
because  it  teaches  no  new  fact,  and  serves  only  to  illustrate  some 
well-known  danger.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  very 
many  other  cases  of  the  same  kind  must  have  occurred,  which  are 
still  unpublished  just  as  mine  were;  but  which,  could  they  be 
collected,  would  bring  out  the  dark  side  of  the  operation,  not  so 
much  perhaps  in  proving  the  mortality  from  completed  ovariotomy 
to  be  so  much  greater  than  the  present  estimates,  as  in  showing 
failures  to  accomplish  it  to  be  much  more  common,  and  those 
failures  to  be  much  oftener  attended  by  danger  and  followed  by 
death. 

Some  details  as  to  the  circumstances  in^which  death  takes  place 
from  this  operation,  and  the  conditions  which  favor  its  occurrence, 
may  help  us  to  a  more  correct  estimate  of  its  value. 


472  CAUSES    OF    MORTALITY 

In  68  cases  the  date  at  which  death  occurred  is  mentioned. 

It  was  immediate,  or  within  six  hours,  in     4 

*'  soon, "1 

"  on  the    1st  day, "6 

"  11         2d     "" "   14 

"  "         3d     "        "   12 

11  i(          4tli  1'        "4 

"  "          5th  "        '16 

"  "          6th  "        "6 

"  "         7th  "        "1 

"  "  10th  "        "2 

"  "  11th  "        "1 

"  "  12th  "        "2 

"  "  17th  "        "1 

"  "  21st   "        "2 

11  '1  22d     "        "1 

"  "  26th  "        11     1 

"  "  80th  "        "     1   , 

"  '■'  34th  "        "1 

«'  "  70th  "         "1 

and  4  months  in  1. 

In  37  of  the  fatal  cases,  then,  or  in  more  than  half  the  number 
of  instances  in  which  death  takes  place,  it  occurs  within  seventy- 
two  hours  after  the  operation.  In  death  from  the  C?esarean  section 
61.2  per  cent,  of  the  fatal  cases  occur  within  the  first  seventy-two 
hours. ^  That,  however,  is  a  desperate  remedy  for  an  urgent 
danger,  and  if  life  is  cut  short  suddenly  by  its  failure,  nature  un- 
aided would  not  have  prolonged  it  further.  But  in  ovariotomy 
while  death  comes,  too,  in  53.6  per  cent,  of  the  fatal  cases  within 
seventy-two  hours  from  the  performance  of  the  operation,  there  is 
commonly  the  painful  reflection  that,  but  for  it,  life  would  have 
lasted  for  weeks  or  months ;  and  the  risk  of  such  a  result  will 
always  be  one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  operation,  and  one 
which  even  a  far  larger  proportion  of  successes  than  have  hitherto 
been  obtained  will  not  remove,  will  even  scarcely  lessen. 

In  59  cases  the  cause  of  death  is  cleai-ly  stated : 

In  29  cases  death  took  place  from  peritonitis. 

"  13  "  "  hemorrhage. 

"     8  "  "  exhaustion. 

"2  "  "  shock. 

"     3  "  "  suppuration,  or  abscess. 

"     2  "  "  ulceration  of  the  intestines. 

"     1  "  "  tetanus. 

"     1  "  "  phlebitis. 

59 

The  great  danger  here  seems  to  be  the  same  as  wo  encounter 
in  tlie  ixn-fornuuice  of  tlie  Ciusarean  section,  and  we  moot  with  it 
nearly  us  often.  Inflammation  carries  off  51  i)er  cent,  of  tlioso  who 
die  from  tlie  Ck;sarean  section,  40  per  cent,  of  those  to  whom  the 
operation  of  ovariotomy  proves  fatal.     The  risk  of  fatal  henior- 

1  See  n  paper  l)y  the  author  on  the  Cicsnrean  .section,  in  vol.  xxxiv  of  I\fctf.  Chir. 
T/'annaciions,  p.  01. 
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rliage  appears  to  be  much  greater  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former 
case,  13  out  of  59  having  died  from  it  after  extirpation  of  the 
ovary;  only  14  out  of  147  from  hemorrhage  alone  after  the  Cpesa- 
rean  section.  Shock,  however,  which  forms  a  very  important 
element  among  the  various  dangers  which  attend  the  latter  op- 
eration, has  scarcely  any  share  in  the  production  of  death  from 
ovariotomy,  though  the  somewhat  vague  term  exhaustion  prob- 
ably includes  some  instances  in  which  death  took  place  from  the 
direct  result  of  shock  to  the  nervous  system.  It  is  likely  that 
care  and  improvements  in  surgery  may  somewhat  lessen  the  dan- 
gers of  hemorrhage,  but  the  great  frequency  of  inflammation,  both 
after  this  operation  as  well  as  after  the  Csesarean  section,  certainly 
makes  it  questionable  w^hether  the  laying  open  the  abdominal 
cavity  can  be  looked  on  as  so  innocent  a  proceeding  as  some 
writers  believe  when  they  speak  of  exploratory  incisions  as  all 
but  devoid  of  hazard. 

The  presence  or  absence  of  adhesions,  the  size  of  the  incision, 
the  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  character  of  the  tumor,  have  all 
been  referred  to  as  modifying  the  dangers  of  the  operation,  and 
consequently  as  deserving  of  consideration  in  the  selection  of  cases 
for  which  it  is  suitable.^ 

In  91  cases  adhesions  more  or  less  considerable  existed ;  in  54 
there  were  none.  Of  the  former,  44,  or  48.3  per  cent,  died;  17, 
or  31.2  per  cent,  of  the  latter.  I  cannot  state  the  exact  number 
of  instances  in  wdiich  out  of  these  91  cases  the  operation  was  left 
unfinished  on  account  of  adhesions.  Another  series  of  facts,  how- 
ever, will  serve  to  illustrate  this  point.  The  tables  of  Dr.  R.  Lee, 
and  of  M.  Fock,  contain  mention  of  92  uncompleted  operations ; 
in  71  of  these  92  cases  the  adhesions  of  the  tumor  were  the  only 
reasons  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  attempts  at  its  extirpation. 
In  many  of  these  cases  the  wound  was  at  once  closed  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst,  and  with  the  infliction  of 
the  least  possible  amount  of  violence  upon  it ;  but  nevertheless, 
more  than  a  third  of  these  patients,  or  35.2  per  cent.  died.  The 
diagnostic  difliculty  does  not  seem  as  yet  to  have  been  diminished 
by  all  the  attention  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  it,  and  the 
well-skilled  tact  of  those  who  have  oftenest  performed  ovariotomy 
appears  in  this  resjDect  to  give  to  its  possessor  but  little  superiority 
over  the  novice.  AH  the  measures  which  have  been  proposed  for 
ascertaining  the  freedom  of  an  ovarian  tumor  from  adhesions 
afford  little  if  any  information,  except  as  far  as  the  relation  of  the 
cyst  to  the  abdominal  parietes  is  concerned.  The  adhesions  to 
the  abdominal  peritoneum,  however,  are  by  no  means  the  most 
im]')ortant,  and  their  division  is  often  attended  with  but  little 
difficulty  or  danger,  while  connections  between  the  cyst  and  the 
various  viscera  are  frequently  altogether  undiscoverable  before- 
hand, and  attempts  at  dividing  them  are  always  hazardous,  very 

1  Some  of  these  numbers  are  taken  from  Dr.  Atlee's  paper,  in  American  Journal, 
April,  1850,  "with  the  addition  of  all  cases  that  have  been  recorded  subsequently. 
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often  impracticable.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  is  no 
other  operation  in  surgery  concerning  which  the  chances  are 
nearly  one  in  three  that  some  unforeseen  difficulty  will  prevent  its 
completion,  or  that  a  third  of  the  abortive  attempts  at  its  per- 
formance will  end  in  the  patient's  death. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  results  of  ovariotomy  are  partly 
governed  by  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  activity  of  the  sexual 
powers,  its  dangers  lessening  with  advancing  years.  In  the  Bul- 
letin de  la.  Societe  de  Ghirurgie^  is  a  table  constructed  from  data 
furnished  by  Dr.  Lee's  paper  on  ovarian  disease,  and  which  seems 
to  support  this  opinion.     It  is  as  follows : 


roE 

a  18  to  80  years, 

40  operations, 

19  deaths. 

u 

30  "  40     " 

41 

13       " 

a 

40  "  50     " 

17         " 

4       " 

<( 

50  "  60     " 

13          " 

2      " 

111  88 

A  few  facts  more,  however,  refute  these  conclusions  and  suggest 
others,  which  in  their  turn  further  observation  may  prove  errone- 
ous. I  have  obtained  from  other  sources  91  more  cases,  with  a 
total  of  41  more  deaths,  and  these  added  to  the  other  numbers 
yield — 

ifpom  18  to  30  years,  69  operations,  31  deaths,  mortality  44.9  per  cent. 

"      30  "  40     "  69  "  22      "  "  81.8       " 

"      40  "  50     "  37  "  16      "  "  43.2        " 

"      50  "  60     "  23  "  9      "  "  39.1        " 

"      60  "  68      "  4  "  1      "  "  25.0       " 

202  79 

One  fact,  indeed,  which  the  other  table  indicates  this  also  cor- 
roborates, namely,  the  special  risk  attendant  upon  the  operation 
in  very  young  women.  Time  will  show  the  value  of  iodine  injec- 
tions; should  they  prove  to  be  as  safe  and  as  successful  as  their 
advocates  believe,  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  precisel}^  in 
these  very  patients  are  simple  cysts  most  frequent,  and  conse- 
quently iodine  injections  are  most  applicable. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  success  or  failure  of  the  operation 
has  depended  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  size  of  the  incision 
made  into  the  peritoneum,  and  that  while  to  open  the  abdomen 
from  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the  pubis  is  a  very  dangerous  pro- 
ceeding, the  withdrawal  of  the  punctured  cyst  through  a  small 
incision  is  attended  by  so  much  less  hazard  as  to  render  it  unfair 
to  place  the  two  operations  in  the  same  category.  This  ditference 
between  the  two  operations  ap])ears,  indeed,  to  be  very  cloai'ly 
mui'kcd  in  the  statements  of  those  who  first  directed  attention  to 
this  sub.jcct.  The  late  Mr.  S.  Lee,  states^  "that  in  85  cases  where 
tli(!  niiijor  operation  was  performed,  50  were  cured,  35  died,  making 
the  mortality  1  to  2^  ;  in  23,  where  the  minor  operation  was  per- 
formed, 19  were  cured  and  4  died,  making  the  mortality  1  in  (5." 

'  Bulletin  dc  la  SocUle  de  Chirurgic,  vol.  iii,  p.  42.  *  Op.  cii.,  ji.  -1  1. 
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The  result  of  further  observation  has  been  to  reduce  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  two  operations  within  narrower  and  nar- 
rower limits;  not  by  proving  the  major  operation  to  be  less 
hazardous  than  was  supposed,  but  by  showing  that  the  dangers  of 
the  minor  operation  had  been  underrated.  Some  three  years  and 
a  half  later  Dr.  Atlee'  having  collected  133  cases  of  the  major  and 
28  of  the  minor  operation,  found  the  mortality  from  the  former  to 
be  46,  or  1  in  2f  ^  ;  from  the  latter  8,  or  1  in  3|.  I  have  since  col- 
lected 18  cases  of  the  major,  23  of  the  minor  operation,  referring 
to  the  latter  all  cases  in  which  the  incision  did  not  exceed  six 
inches  in  length,  making  the  total  151  of  the  former,  and  51  of 
the  latter,  from  which  the  respective  deaths  have  been  59  and  20, 
or  one  in  2f  §,  and  1  in  2^i. 

The  explanation  of  this  difference  between  the  earlier  and  the 
more  recent  statistics  on  this  subject  is  doubtless  furnished  by  the 
fact  that  the  first  operations  were  performed  in  cases  of  very  thin- 
walled  cysts,  fi'ee  from  solid  matter  and  uncomplicated  with  adhe- 
sions, which,  therefore,  admitted  of  being  drawn  through  a  very 
small  opening.  An  incision  of  two  inches  in  length,  however, 
was  found  to  be  adequate  only  in  a  small  minority  of  cases;  but 
so  soon  as  the  incision  was  made  somewhat  larger,  though  the 
principle  of  tapping  the  cyst  and  removing  it  through  as  small  an 
opening  as  possible  was  adhered  to,  yet  a  much  greater  amount 
of  interference  than  before  became  practicable,  adhesions  were 
sought  for  and  divided,  the  hand,  where  it  seemed  necessary,  was 
introduced  into  the  abdomen,  and  the  two  operations  have  now 
come  to  be  almost  on  a  level  in  point  of  danger.  It  is  not  the 
division  of  the  peritoneum  three  or  four  inches  more  or  less  that 
determines  the  fate  of  the  patient,  but  the  greater  or  less  degree 
of  meddling  which  has  been  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the 
operation.  This  last  fact,  too,  receives  a  further  illustration  from 
the  influences  which  the  character  of  the  tumor  exercises  upon 
the  fate  of  the  patient.  Operations  on  the  thin-v7alled  simple  cysts, 
which  are  most  easily  removed,  are  attended  by  the  smallest 
danger,  while  the  hazards  attendant  on  the  extirpation  of  multi- 
locular  cysts  and  solid  tumors  are  far  greater.  This  fact  is  very 
well  illustrated  by  a  table  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Humphry,  of  Cam- 
bridge,^ in  w^hich  he  divides  the  difterent  tumors  of  the  ovarj^nto 
three  classes,  and  shows  the  results  of  operations  for  their  removal 
to  have  been  as  follows  : 

Eecovered.      Died. 

Simple  cysts, 16  6 

Cysts  with  after-growths — multilocular  cysts,  some 
described  as  cysts  with  solid  matter,  and  two  con- 
taining hair  and  teeth, 13  9 

Solid  tumors,  called  fibrous,  scirrhous,  or  solid  with 

fluid,  or  solid  with  cysts, 7  10 

36  25 

1  American  Journal,  April,  1850,  p.  337- 

2  In  a  pamphlet  entitled,  A  Report  of  some  Cases  of  Operation:  reprinted  from 
the  Association  Medical  Journal.     Cambridge,  1856,  p.  40. 
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I  find  also  that  on  dividing  ovarian  tumors  into  two  grand 
classes,  the  simple  cysts  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  compound 
cysts,  and  those  containing  more  or  less  solid  matter  on  the  other, 
the  following  results  are  obtained : 

Recoveries.  Deaths. 

Simple  cysts, 31  12 

Compound  cysts,  cysts  with  solid  matter, 
and  solid  tumors,  ........     62  56 

93  68 

ISTeither  this  table  nor  the  preceding  is  referred  to  as  showing 
the  actual  mortality  from  ovariotom}^,  which  possibly  may  not  be 
so  considerable  as  the  above  figures  represent,  but  merely  as  illus- 
trative of  the  comparative  risks  of  the  operation  according  as  the 
tumor  does  or  does  not  contain  any  considerable  amount  of  solid 
matter. 

From  this  wearisome  collection  of  details,  imperfect,  sometimes 
conflicting,  what  inference  may  -we  draw  with  reference  to  the 
operation  of  ovariotomy ;  or  is,  perhaps,  no  conclusion  at  present 
possible,  and  must  the  decision  of  the  whole  question  be  adjourned 
to  a  future  time,  and  to  our  possession  of  better  information  ?  Some 
points,  indeed,  must  be  left  unsettled,  but  still  there  appears  to  me 
to  be  ground  sufiicient  for  some  conckision,  and  that  I  fear  must 
be  unfavorable  to  the  performance  of  ovariotomy. 

The  chief  grounds  for  this  unfavorable  opinion  may  be  summed 
up  under  the  three  following  heads : 

1st.  The  rate  of  mortality  from  the  operation  does  not  appear  to 
be  in  course  of  diminution,  as  the  result  of  the  accumulated  expe- 
rience and  increased  dexterity  gained  by  its  frequent  repetition. 

2d,  Unlike  most  operations  in  wdiich  anything  like  the  same 
rate  of  mortality  occurs,  it  is  scarcely  admissible  in  the  doubtful 
or  desperate  cases  to  which  the  Hippocratic  axiom  "  ad  summos 
morbos,  summse  curationes,"  applies.  The  cases  in  which  it  may 
be  hoped  that  the  disease,  if  left  alone,  will  advance  tardily  or 
become  stationary,  those  in  which  something  may  be  anticipated 
from  other  less  hazardous  forms  of  interference,  are  the  ver}^  cases 
that  yield  the  successes  on  which  it  has  been  sought  to  establish 
the  merits  of  ovariotomy.  It  is  proved  to  be  very  hazardous  indeed 
in  the  young;  it  is  believed  by  some  very  competent  surgeons  to 
be  attended  by  so  much  danger  in  those  past  the  middle  period  of 
life,  that  they  liave  proposed  to  regard  the  operation  as  contraindi- 
cated  in  all  w^omen  who  have  exceeded  tlie  age  of  forty-five  3'ears. 
The  compound  cysts,  the  cysts  with  solid  matter,  the  malignant, 
and  quasi-malignant  growths,  those,  in  short,  whose  rate  of  prog- 
ress is  commonly  most  rapid,  which  are  the  most  burdonsonio  to 
the  ]tatient,  are  attended  i)y  the  greatest  suffering,  and  admit  of 
the  least  ];alliati()n  by  other  means,  are  precisely  the  cases  in  which 
the  surgeon  shrinks  most  from  ovariotomy.  In  the  table  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  IIum[)hry,  who  himself  is  an  advocate  of  the  operation, 
cases  of  tliis  descrij)tion  yielded,  when  oj)erated  on,  10  deaths  to 
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20  recoveries;  in  mj  own  table,  deduced  from  a  ratlier  larger  col- 
lection of  facts,  56  deaths  to  62  recoveries. 

3d.  Not  only  is  the  operation  so  hazardous  in  those  very  cases 
where  it  is  really  most  called  for,  that  many  surgeons  shrink  then 
from  its  performance ;  but  even  in  instances  that  may  be  selected 
as  the  most  favorable,  we  have  no  sure  grounds  on  which  to  rest 
our  prognosis  as  to  its  issue.  "  It  is,  in  short,  a  venture  at  hap- 
hazard, since  the  medical  practitioner  is  never  able,  in  spite  of  the 
large  experience  already  accumulated,  to  foretell  the  issue  of  the 
operation  with  the  same  certainty  as  guides  him  in  undertaking 
other  serious  surgical  proceedings.  It  has,  indeed,  been  seen  in 
numerous  instances,  that  extirpation  of  the  ovary,  though  per- 
formed under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  and  by  the  most 
skilful  hand,  and  without  the  occurrence  of  any  untoward  acci- 
dent, has  yet  ended  in  a  few  days,  sometimes  even  in  a  few  hours, 
in  the  patient's  death." 

These  three  reasons,  the  high  mortality  which  experience  and 
dexterity  have  failed  to  lessen,  the  special  hazard  attendant  on 
those  cases  where  yet  the  operation  is  specially  indicated,  and  the 
utter  uncertainty  in  which  we  find  ourselves,  even  in  the  most 
favorable  cases,  as  to  its  probable  result,  have  chiefly  influenced 
me  in  the  formation  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  general  inexpediency 
of  performing  ovariotom3\ 

I  have  purposely  abstained  from  entering  on  one  argument  much 
relied  on  by  the  defenders  of  ovariotomy,  and  which  is  based  on 
the  allegation  that  many  other  operations  constantly  taught  and 
frequently  practised  are  attended  by  at  least  as  high  a  rate  of 
mortality.  I  exceedingly  doubt  the  correctness  of  some  of  the 
very  low  estimates  of  the  danger  of  ovariotomy  which  have  been 
sometimes  put  forth  ;  they  are  not  only  contradicted  by  the  figures 
which  I  adduced  in  a  former  part  of  this  lecture,  but  I  may  fur- 
ther add  that  Kiwisch,  who  himself  had  performed  the  operation, 
and  whose  weakness  it  certainly  was  not  to  underrate  successes, 
or  to  overrate  failures,^  expressed  his  belief  that  the  proportion 
of  deaths  to  recoveries  is  really  as  5  to  4.  But  letting  that  pass, 
and  also  the  important  facts  that  other  operations  can  almost 
always  be  completed,  while  ovariotomy  is  frequently  left  unfin- 
ished, and  that  the  dangers  of  other  operations  can  be  estimated 
with  considerable  accuracy  beforehand,  while  there  are  no  sure 
data  from  which  to  frame  the  prognosis  of  any  case  of  ovariotomy ; 
I  would  object  to  the  sort  of  comparison  which  it  has  been  pro-, 
posed  to  institute,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  such  resemblance 
between  ovariotomy  and  those  other  operations  as  to  render  them 
fair  subjects  for  comparison.  The  propriety  of  the  performance 
of  tracheotomy  in  cases  of  croup  has  been  much  canvassed,  and 
many  persons  of  great  reputation  are  still  much  opposed  to  it. 
Its  defenders,  however,  have  not  sought  to  .establish  their  point 
by  a  comparison  of  its  mortality  with  that  which  follows  ligature 

1  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  169. 
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of  the  subclavian  artery,  or  amputation  of  the  thigh.  Comparison 
can  be  instituted  onl^-  between  things  which  bear  to  each  other 
some  resemblance,  and  the  only  operation  which  resembles  ovario- 
tomy is  the  Csesarean  section.  We  have  found,  however,  that  the 
danger  of  hemorrhage  is  greater,  that  of  peritonitis  almost  as  great, 
in  the  former,  and  that  the  smaller  rate  of  the  mortality  that  follows 
ovariotom}^  is  to  be  attributed  almost  entirely  to  the  absence  of 
that  shock  which  in  the  C?esarean  section  is  inseparable  from  the 
violent  interference  with  the  process  of  labor  and  the  infliction  of 
injury  upon  the  uterus.^ 

But  I  do  not  wish  to  carry  out  a  comparison  between  ovario- 
tomy and  another  operation,  which,  though  not  without  some 
points  of  resemblance,  is  yet  performed  in  dift'erent  circumstances, 
and  in  accordance  wath  wholly  different  indications.  It  is  to  be 
compared  with  other  measures  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy  and 
ovarian  tumor,  just  as  the  value  of  tracheotomy  has  always  been 
measured  with  the  value  of  other  means  for  the  cure  of  crmip,  and 
the  efforts  of  surgeons  and  phj^sicians  have  been  directed  to  find 
out  trustworthy  indications  for  its  performance,  to  ascertain  the 
degree  of  additional  danger  which  it  brings  with  it,  as  well  as  the 
fresh  elements  of  hope  w^hich  it  brings  with  it  too. 

Ovariotomy  is  to  be  tested  by  its  results  as  compared  not  with 
those  of  amputation  at  the  hip  joint,  or  of  lithotomy,  or  of  the 
ligature  of  arteries,  but  with  those  of  tapping,  or  of  iodine  injec- 
tions, or  of  any  other  means  that  have  been  used  for  the  cure  of 
the  same  disease,  and  with  those,  too,  which  may  be  expected  if 
the  malady  is  left  untreated.  On  all  of  these  points  we  need  fur- 
ther and  more  exact  information  than  we  are  as  yet  possessed  of; 
and  till  we  obtain  this  the  question  of  ovariotomy  cannot  be  looked 
on  as  wholly  settled. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  lay  down  the 
indications  justifying  ovariotomy,  or  if  we  can  succeed  in  sketch- 
ing them  in  our  study  we  cannot  aver  that  they  exist  in  any  case 
which  we  meet  with  in  practice ;  nor  can  we  venture  on  any  re- 
liable grounds  to  express  a  prognosis  as  to  the  issue  of  our  inter- 

1  I  myself  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  very  high  rate  of  mortality  which  a 
dispassionate  examination  of  the  subject  showed  to  be  attendant  on  ovariotomy,  and 
I  can  well  imagine  tiiat  to  some  persons  who  liave  been  accustomed  to  form  an  en- 
tirely different  estimate  of  its  dangers,  the  comparison  with  the  Ciesarean  section 
may  seem  absolutely  untenable. 

"While  these  sheets,  however,  were  passing  through  the  press,  I  receiv(»d  vol.  iii, 
of  Scunzoni's  Beitra(/e  zur  Oeburtslcnn(/e,  &c.,  at  p.  9'.)  of  which  is  an  account  by  Dr. 
Gustav  Simon  of  (ill  the  operations,  CA  in  nimiber,  in  which  ovariotomy  iias  been 
attempted  or  actually  performcid  in  Germany.  The  numerous  univiM-sities,  and  the 
great  activity  of  literary  commerce  in  that  country,  render  it  jirohable  (hat  all 
cases,  unfavorable^  us  well  as  successful,  will  hv.  rc^])ort('d  in  juster  jiropoi-tiou  thi'ro 
thiin  elsewhere;.  These;  04  eases,  however,  yield  "  \'2  radii'al  cures,  4()  operations 
with  fatal  issue;,  and  (>,  the  benelits  e)f  which  were  either  epiestionable,  temporary, 
or  whiedi  turned  out  utt(;r  failures."  The  fatal  cases,  then,  form  72  percent,  of 
the  te)tal  laimber,  a  mortality  which,  as  Dr.  Simon  observes,  p.  108,  is  "even 
gre;ate;r  than  that  of  the  Ciesarean  see^tion,  under  which,  ae'ceirding  to  Kayser's  es- 
timate, (jo  per  cent.,  according  to  other  authorities  two-thirds,  of  the  patients  are 
lost." 
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ference  even  wlien  the  operation  has  heen  performed  with  the 
greatest  success  and  the  fewest  difficulties.  Till  we  can  do  this, 
however,  the  .operation  seems  to  me  to  take  its  place  by  the  side 
of  those  exceptional  proceedings,  the  expediency  of  which  must 
be  determined  by  each  one  for  himself  after  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  peculiarities  of  the  case  and  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the 
patient. 

It  is  between  six  and  seven  years  ago  since  I  expressed  these 
opinions.  I  have  thought  it  right  to  reproduce  them  now,  word 
for  word,  and  to  repeat  the  grounds  on  which  they  rested.  I  have 
done  so  because  these  opinions  are  still  in  the  main  those  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  France  and  Germany,  and  it  is  only  in  this 
country  and  in  America,  that  any  important  additional  experience 
has  been  attained  concerning  the  operation  and  its  results. 

Even  in  England,  most  of  the  former  opponents  of  ovariotomy 
retain  the  unfavorable  opinion  which  they  had  already  expressed, 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  anything  whatever  has  been  done,  or  even 
attempted  by  them  to  devise  other  and  less  hazardous  proceedings 
for  the  cure  of  ovarian  disease,  or  even  for  retarding  its  progress; 
and  iodine  injections,  which  seemed  to  promise  so  much,  have 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  disuse,  almost  without  an  attempt  to 
ascertain  their  real  value.  Ovarian  disease,  then,  remains,  as  far 
as  curative  measures  are  concerned,  just  where  it  was  seven  years 
ago ;  a  deeper  conviction  of  the  utter  fruitlessness  alike  of  internal 
remedies,  and  of  outward  applications  being  all  that  the  experience 
of  these  seven  years  has  taught  us. 

It  becomes,  then,  of  the  more  importance  to  inquire  whether 
this  gloomy  picture  admits  of  no  alleviation,  whether  the  hazard- 
ous operation  of  ovariotomy  has  lost  none  of  its  dangers,  whether 
its  attempt  is  attended  by  the  same  uncertainty  as  before,  and 
whether  recoveries  from  it  are  still  limited  to  cases  where  its  ne- 
cessity was  the  least  urgent  ? 

I  am  bound  to  admit  that  to  all  of  these  questions  the  reply 
must  be  much  more  favorable  than  it  was  seven  years  ago ;  that 
the  persevering  eiibrts  of  the  advocates  of  the  operation  have  led 
to  a  greater  accuracy  of  diagnosis ;  to  a  more  careful  selection  of 
cases  ;  to  a  removal  of  some  of  the  dangers  of  the  operation  ;  to 
the  discovery  of  the  comparative  safety  of  some  proceedings,  such 
as  the  return  of  the  pedicle  with  the  ligature  around  it  into  the 
abdomen,  from  which  surgeons  would  have  shrunk  as  nothing 
less  than  fatal,  and  to  a  more  judicious  after-treatment;  and,  con- 
sequently, that  ovariotomy  has  increased  in  certainty,  and  gained 
in  safety. 

This  improvement  in  the  results  of  ovariotomy,  however,  is  less 
apparent  than  might  be  expected  if  we  confine  our  attention  to 
those  cases  where  the  operation  has  been  actually  completed. 
The  mortality  in  cases  of  completed  ovariotomy,  according  to  Dr. 
Atlee,  down  to  the  year  1850,  may  be  stated  at  32.27  per  cent.; 
the  mortality  of  the  operations  of  Mr.  B.  Brown,  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
Dr.  T.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Spencer  Wells,  all  of  which  have  been  per- 
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formed  subsequent  to  tliat  time,  amount  to  30.3.^  The  results  of 
Mr.  Spencer  Wells's  cases,  subsequent  to  the  publication  of  bis 
paper  in  the  Medico- Olm'urgical  Transactions,  sbow  no  progressive 
diminution  of  the  dangers  of  ovariotomy.  Of  bis  first  50  cases, 
17  died;  of  bis  last^  43,  15  died;  and  the  fractional  difference 
between  the  mortality  of  the  two  series  of  cases  shows  a  slight 
accidental  increase  of  the  death-rate  of  the  latter.  A  division, 
too,  of  such  of  the  cases  tabulated  in  the  appendix  to  Mr.  Clay's 
translation  of  Kiwisch  on  Diseases  of  the  Ovaries^  as  have  any  date 
assigned  to  them,  into  two  classes,  according  as  ovariotomy  was 
performed  before  1855,  or  afterwards,  would  even  show  that  the 
fatality  of  completed  operations  had  increased  from  43  to  46  per 
cent.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  believe  this  to  be  the  case  ;  but  I 
refer  to  this  apparent  result  as  a  proof  that  the  fatality  of  the  op- 
eration has  not  greatly  diminished,  if  we  regard  those  cases  only 
in  which  it  was  actually  completed. 

The  nature  of  the  risk,  too,  remains  the  same.  Life  does  not 
seem  in  fatal  cases  to  be  prolonged  much  beyond  the  period  which 
it  attained  to  before. 

Of  68  fatal  cases  which  I  had  found  mention  of  seven  years  ago, 
37  or  54.4  per  cent,  terminated  in  less  than  72  hours.  In  86  of 
150  fatal  cases,  or  in  50.6  per  cent,  the  duration  of  life,  as  stated 
in  Dr.  Clay's  table,  was  likewise  less  than  72  hours. 

In  59  of  the  fatal  cases  I  found  the  cause  of  death  stated. 

In  29,  or  49  per  cent.,  death  took  place  from  peritonitis. 
"  13,  "  22        "  "  "  hemorrhage. 

"     2,  "   ...        "  "  "  Shock. 

In  139  of  Dr.  Clay's  cases  the  cause  of  death  is  given,  and  is  stated 
to  have  been : 

Peritonitis, in  64,  or  46  per  cent. 

Hemorrhage^  and  shock,         "49,  "  35.2     " 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  figures  are  dealt  with  not  as 
representing  absolute  facts,  but  merely  as  showing  the  direction 
to  which  inquirj^  on  the  whole  is  tending.  They  guide  us  aright, 
not  as  the  compass  does,  which  now  enables  the  mariner  to  steer 
with  absolute  certainty,  but  rather  as  in  old  times  the  stars  did, 
when  they  taught  him,  not  without  doubt  and  misgiving,  yet  in 
the  main  correctly,  whither  to  shape  his  course. 

It  seems,  tlien,  that  completed  ovariotomy  is  nearly  as  fiital  as 
before;  that  life  is  prolonged  but  little  longer  than  it  was  formerly 
in  fatal  cases;  and  the  causes  of  death  are  much  the  same  as  they 
were,  though  I  have  no  doubt  that,  owing  to  improvement  in  the 
details  of  the  operations,  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  risk  of 
mere  hemorrhage. 

1   Dcihiccil  IVdiii  iMiiiilicrs  Ljivi'ii  l>y  Dr.  (Iraily  Ilowitt,  op.  cii.,  p.  588. 

'•^  'i'lic  rcsull  ol'  wliicli  .Mr.  Wells  kindly  coiiiiiuiiiicatod  to  mo  by  U'ltcr  in  .\]iril 
of  tlie  |)r((H(!iit  yi'iir,  1H(;J. 

'  Tlic  morlulily  from  hcmurrhagc  uluno  i.s  .^uid  to  have  boon  24;  from  shock 
alone  25. 
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The  great  advance  which  has  been  made,  however,  appears  in 
the  certainty  of  diagnosis  that  has  now  been  attained,  as  seen  by 
the  far  fewer  instances  where  the  operation  has  been  commenced 
and  abandoned,  either  from  adhesions,  or  from  some  other  cause 
interfering  with  its  completion. 

Referring  again  to  Dr.  Clay's  tables,  I  find  unfinished  operations : 

Before  1855.       Since  1S55. 
Cases.   Died.      Cases.  Died. 

Partial  excision,  tumors  being  ovarian, 23  13  1        1 

"                      "                  extra-ovarian, 12  9         

Abandoned  on  account  of  adhesion,  tumors  being  ovarian,  58  12  5       3 

"                      "                                           extra-ovarian,  14  5         

107      39  6       4 

This  table,  again,  is  to  be  taken  with  the  cautions  already  given, 
for  1  myself  know  of  one  non  reported  case  of  death  after  partial 
extirpation  of  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus ;  and  Mr.  Spencer 
Wells^  mentions  six  cases  of  exploratory  incision,  or  of  attempted 
operation,  of  which  one  had  a  fatal  termination. 

The  stigma  of  uncertainty,  then,  which  formerly  rested  on  the 
operation,  may  be  regarded  as  now  almost  or  altogether  done  away 
with ;  and  the  experienced  surgeon  may  begin  its  performance 
without  more  uncertainty  as  to  his  ability  to  complete  it  than 
accompanies  other  of  the  capital  operations  of  surgery. 

Some  of  the  objections  against  ovariotomy  appear  to  have  been 
the  result  of  an  over-hasty  generalization.  It  does  not  appear  that 
any  age  furnishes  a  positive  contraindication  of  its  performance ; 
and  as  we  deal  with  altered  figures  we  arrive  at  different  results, 
which  prove,  if  nothing  else,  at  least  the  absence  of  any  law  by 
which  the  age  of  the  patient  governs  the  result  of  the  operation. 

In  Dr.  Clay's  table  the  age  of  the  patient  is  given  in  274  cases, 
which  may  be  thus  distributed : 

Between  18  and  30  years,  120  operations,  58  deaths. 

"        30    "    40      "        81  "  36       " 

"        40    "    50      "        46  "  23       " 

"        50    "    60      "        23  "  11       " 

Above  60    "     ...      u  4  u  j       u 

It  is  curious,  too,  with  reference  to  the  alleged  extreme  fatality 
of  ovariotomy  in  the  young,  that  8  of  Mr.  Spencer  Wells's  33  pub- 
lished successes,  occurred  in  young  women  between  the  ages  of  17 
and  25  years,  while  no  death  took  place  under  the  age  of  26. 

Another  objection  has  been  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
only  cases  which  furnish  results  sufficiently  encouraging  to  justify 
the  operation,  are  cases  of  simple  cysts,  which  usually  increase  the 
least  rapidly,  exercise  the  least  injurious  influence  on  the  consti- 
tution, and  are  also  most  amenable  to  other  modes  of  treatment. 
Such  cases,  too,  are  probably  the  most  favorable  for  operation, 
though  here,  again,  a  little  change  in  the  data  yields  a  different 
result;  but  in  fact  by  far  the  greater  majority  of  the  instances  ia 

1  Med.  Chir.  TroMsactions,  vol.  xlvi,  1860,  p.  49. 
31 
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whicli  ovariotomy  is  performed  are  the  more  common  cases  where 
the  cysts  are  compound,  with  a  more  or  less  considerable  quantity 
of  solid  matter.  In  only  2  of  Mr.  Wells's  33  cases  of  successful 
ovariotomy  was  the  tumor  a  simple  cyst;  in  the  remaining  31 
cases  the  growths  were  multilocular,  with  a  varying  amount  of 
solid  matter. 

Neither  the  patient's  age  then,  nor  the  nature  of  the  tumor, 
can  be  regarded  as  of  itself  prohibiting  the  operation ;  and  we  are 
clearlj"  advancing  into  the  region  of  certainty,  when,  instead  of 
arbitrary  laws  deduced  from  the  results  of  a  limited  number  of 
figures,  we  become  able  to  lay  down  indications  for  doing  or  ab- 
staining from  the  operation  founded  on  the  general  principles  of 
medicine  and  surgery. 

I  think,  then,  that  we  are  now  bound  to  admit  ovariotomy  as 
one  of  the  legitimate  operations  of  surgery;  as  holding  out  a 
prospect  and  a  daily  brightening  prospect  of  escape  from  a  painful 
and  inevitable  death,  which  at  last  indeed  becomes  welcome,  only 
because  the  road  that  leads  to  it  conducts  the  patient  through  such 
utter  misery. 

Perhaps  we  may  sum  up  the  indications  and  contraindications 
for  the  operation  somewhat  thus: 

1st.  It  is  not  to  be  performed  in  any  case  of  single  cyst  which  is 
not  increasing,  or  is  increasing  but  slowly,  while  it  has  not  as  yet 
interfered  with  the  patient's  general  health.  In  other  words,  life 
is  not  to  be  jeopardized  for  a  mere  discomfort. 

2d.  It  is  not  as  a  general  rule  to  be  performed  until  after  the 
cyst  has  been  tapped  once.  The  reasons  for  this  caution  are  three- 
fold. In  some  rare  cases  the  fluid  does  not  re-collect ;  the  amount 
of  constitutional  disturbance  which  follows  tapping  would  be  some 
index  to  the  amount  that  might  be  apprehended  from  the  more 
serious  operation  of  extirpating  the  tumor;  and  lastly,  when  the 
cyst  is  emptied,  and  during  the  process  of  its  refilling,  its  relations, 
and  the  presence  or  absence  of  adhesions,  especially  to  parts  within 
the  pelvis,  can  be  more  readily  ascertained. 

I  doubt  whether,  in  the  case  of  simple  cysts,  ovariotomy  ought 
not  to  be  further  limited  to  cases  in  which  trial  has  been  made  of 
iodine  injections  suflicient  to  ascertain  them  to  be  iueflicacious,  or 
to  prove  them  to  be  unsafe, 

3d.  It  is  not  to  be  performed  in  any  case  in  which  a  tumor  is 
felt  in  the  [jclvis,  retaining  the  same  situation  but  little  changed 
after  tapping,  and  from  which,  by  means  of  the  sound,  the  uterus 
cannot  be  distinctly  isolated. 

4tli.  It  is  further  contraindicatcd  by  the  presence  of  albumen  in 
the  urine,  or  at  any  rate  by  the  persistence  of  any  trace  of  it  after 
tapjiing,  and  also  by  the  early  occurrence  of  swelling  of  the  legs, 
and  1>y  the  presence  of  any  considerable  quantity  of  ascitic  Ilnid 
in  tlu!  abdominal  cavity. 

5th.  And  lasllj^  its  success  is  rendered  extremely  doubtfnl  by 
the  previous  occurrence  of  cyst-inllamination.  and  general  perito- 
nitis, as  evidenced  by  attacks  of  sickness,  shivering,  fever,  and 
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abdominal  pain,  and  bj  the  presence  of  pus  in  tlie  fluid  evacuated 
bj  puncture.  The  fact  of  a  patient  having  had  occasional  attacks 
of  abdominal  pain,  of  short  duration,  unattended  by  fever,  or  by 
abiding  tenderness,  does  not  contraindicate  the  operation,  since 
such  attacks  occur  independently  of  inflammation. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  contraindicated. — 

1st.  By  the  patient's  youth  or  age,  nor  by  the  fact  of  her  having 
previously  undergone  several  tappings,  nor  by  the  irregularity  or 
suppression  of  the  menses,  since  complete  menstrual  suppression 
does  not  prove  both  ovaries  to  be  implicated. 

2d.  It  is  justifiable  and  to  be  recommended  in  all  cases  of 
ovarian  tumor,  whatever  be  its  structure,  and  vt'hether  its  existence 
be  of  long  or  short  duration,  and  whether  tapping  has  or  has  not 
been  frequently  resorted  to,  where  the  disease  is  steadily  and  pro- 
gressively increasing,  and  when  the  patient's  health  is  beginning 
to  suffer  from  this  increase,  but  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from 
no  other  cause  independent  of  the  local  mischief. 

Something,  indeed,  I  think  much  of  our  conduct  must  be  gov- 
erned by  the  state  of  the  patient's  own  mind  and  wishes;  by  the 
calmness  with  which  she  can  regard  the  possible  failure  of  the 
operation,  and  the  sudden  entering  on  the  "unknown  land;"  by 
the  strength  of  the  ties  which  bind  her  to  the  world,  and  make 
her  desirous  to  continue  in  it,  and  by  the  spirit  of  hopefulness 
that  may  enable  her  to  look  beyond  the  risk  of  the  few  days,  to 
the  perfect  health  in  future  years  which  will  be  the  reward  of  a 
successful  venture.  Dread  of  the  issue  is  a  bad  state  of  mind  in 
which  to  undergo  an  operation  of  this  magnitude  ;  I  am  not  sure 
but  that  indifference  is  even  worse  :  I  am  quite  certain  that  moral 
considerations  must  be  weighed  as  carefully  as  those  furnished  by 
the  character  of  the  tumor,  or  the  history  of  its  growth. 

I  cannot  expect  that  the  reasons  which  have  seemed  to  me 
conclusive  in  favor  of  ovariotomy  should  appear  to  others  equally 
cogent ;  though  I  quite  expect  that  the  next  seven  years  will,  as 
the  past  have  clone,  lessen  the  objections  to  its  performance,  and 
increase  the  evidence  in  its  favor.  So  long,  however,  as  there 
continues  to  be  room  for  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  the 
caution  is  not  superfluous  which  I  ventured  to  suggest  seven  years 
ago  with  reference  to  the  grievous  injury  that  is  done,  both  to  the 
advance  of  medical  knowledge  and  to  the  standing  of  our  pro- 
fession with  the  public,  by  the  practice  of  treating  some  of  these 
questions  as  though  they  were  questions  of  moral  right  or  wrong. 
It  would  seem,  from  what  has  sometimes  been  said  on  the  subject, 
almost  as  if  ovariotomy  could  not  be  defended  save  from  some 
sinister  end,  nor  its  expediency  be  doubted  except  from  a  moral 
obliquity  rendered  excusable  only  by  hopeless  dulness.  Belief  in 
each  other's  integrity  of  purpose  seems  to  me  essential  to  our 
eliciting  truth  by  discussion  ;  and  I  see  no  reason  why  I  am  to 
suspect  another  of  being  less  mindful  of  our  common  duty  to 
humanity  because  he  tries  to  relieve  suffering  or  to  prolong  life 
by  some  means  in  which  I  have  not  the  same  confidence.     The 
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odium  tJieologicum  has  at  least  age  and  respectability  in  its  favor  ; 
I  fear  the  immortal  quarrel  between  Dr.  Slop  and  Susannah  has 
gone  far  to  render  the  odium  obstetricantium  simply  ridiculous. 


LECTURE    XXXI. 

AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  FEMALE  BLADDER. 

Inflammation  of  the  bladder,  its  acute  and  subacute  form  ;  the  latter  the 
more  frequent — sometimes  connected  with  tubercular  disease  of  the  kidney,  or 
with  chronic  nephritis.     Chronic  cystitis. 

Treatment  of  the  diti'erent  forms  of  the  disease. 

Vesico-vagikal  Fistula.  Eemarks  on  its  prevention,  and  on  the  treatment 
preliminary  to  an  operation  for  its  cure. 

Intestiko-vesical  Flstxjla. 

Malignant  Disease  of  the  bladder. 

It  may  at  first  sight  appear  that  the  affections  of  the  urinary 
organs  do  not  deserve  a  place  in  a  course  of  lectures  on  the 
diseases  of  women.  To  a  certain  extent,  too,  the  objection  is  well- 
founded  ;  and  I  will  therefore  state  at  once  that  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  enter  on  the  consideration  of  the  whole  of  so  extensive 
a  subject,  or  to  occupy  your  time  with  the  minute  study  of  diseases 
which  are  common  to  both  sexes,  which  run  in  both  a  similar 
course,  and  manifest  themselves  by  the  same  symptoms. 

There  are,  however,  some  disorders  of  the  urinary  apparatus 
almost  peculiar  to  the  female  sex,  and  others  whose  causes  and 
whose  course  are  different  in  w^omen  and  in  men,  and  it  is  to  these, 
and  these  only,  that  I  propose  to  call  j^our  attention. 

Reference  has  been  frequently  made  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  bladder  partici})ates  in  the  disorder  even  of  the  functions  of 
the  womb,  and  instances  have  been  adduced  of  the  advance  of 
serious  organic  disease  of  the  uterus,  unannounced  by  other  symp- 
toms than  those  which  an  irritable  state  of  the  bladder,  or  a  some- 
what altered  character  of  the  urinary  secretion  presented.  Nor 
is  this  all,  but  not  infrequently  the  subsidence  of  uterine  disease 
leaves  behind  some  impairment  of  the  functions  of  the  bladder; 
and  constant  irritability  of  the  organ,  pain  in  micturition,  or  occa- 
sional difficulty  in  voiding  the  urine,  remain  as  the  after-effects  of 
some  not  very  severe  attack  of  inllarainution  of  the  womb,  or  of 
its  a[)peiidagC8. 

Jtijlariimation,  indeed,  beginning  in  adjacent  parts,  and  by  its  ex- 
tension involving  the  bladder,  plays  a  very  important  part  among 
the  causes  of  diHoi-dor  of  the  urinary  organs  in  woman.  It  is  thus 
tliat  irritability  of  the  bladder  is  not  inrrecpiently  left  behind  after 
an  attack  of  v:igiiiitis,  or  Ibllows  on  a  miscarriage  or  a  tedious 
labor.  "^I'lie  recovery  in  such  cases  seems  at  tiivst  almost  com}»lete; 
but  the  slightest  cause,  such  as  the  natural  congestion  of  the  pelvic 
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viscera  wliicli  accompaDies  menstruation,  accidental  exposure  to 
cold,  or  the  occurrence  of  pregnancy,  suffices  to  reproduce  the 
frequent,  and  difficult,  and  painful  micturition,  and  to  render  the 
urine  once  more  turbid,  charged  with  the  phosphates,  and  abound- 
ing in  deposits  of  pus  or  mucus.  Such  symptoms,  too,  continue 
for  months  or  years  varying  in  degree,  now  worse  now  better,  a 
life-long  source  of  discomfort,  tending  rather  to  increase  than  to 
diminish. 

Acute  Cystitis  has  never  come  under  my  notice  except  after  de- 
livery, when  its  symptoms  have  been  almost  lost  in  those  of  the 
graver  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  of  the  peritoneum,  with 
which  it  was  associated.  These  complications,  when  severe,  often 
terminate  in  death,  and  then  the  interior  of  the  bladder  is  not  in- 
frequently found  denuded  to  a  great  extent  of  its  mucous  mem- 
bra ue,  which  hangs  in  dark,  sloughy  shreds  and  patches  from  an 
intense!}^  congested  surface ;  its  state  closely  resembling  that  pre- 
sented by  the  interior  of  the  womb  itself. 

For  the  most  part,  however,  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  bladder 
is  less  grave,  or  at  least  more  circumscribed,  and,  not  being  at- 
tended by  serious  affection  of  the  womb  itself,  does  not  prove 
dangerous  to  life.  At  some  one  point  where  during  labor  the 
pressure  of  the  foetal  head  was  most  considerable  the  tissue  dies, 
and  the  patient's  distress  and  dysuria  find  a  melancholy  allevia- 
tion in  the  unconscious  outflow  of  the  urine.  The  inflammation 
has  ended  in  destruction  of  tissue  and  in  the  formation  of  a 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  but  it  has  ended;  and  suffering  of  a  new 
kind  now  takes  the  place  of  that  which  the  patient  had  before  en- 
dured. But  this  accident  is  happily  not  the  most  usual  result  of 
inflammation  of  the  bladder,  the  long-continued  pressure  on  the 
organ,  or  the  neglect  to  employ  the  catheter,  or  the  inflammation 
of  the  uterus  leading  to  a  sort  of  subacute  cystitis,  very  painful  and 
very  difficult  of  cure,  but  neither  destroying  life  nor  condemning 
the  patient  to  permanent  incontinence  of  urine. 

The  history  of  such  cases  is  generally  something  of  this  sort. 
Labor,  or  perhaps  abortion,  was  followed  by  an  attack  of  pain  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  with  much  tenderness  on  pressure, 
and  with  difficulty  and  pain  in  voiding  the  urine,  or  sometimes 
with  actual  inability  to  pass  it.  Leeches  and  other  appropriate 
treatment  had  probably  removed  the  other  symptoms  and  miti- 
gated those  referred  to  the  bladder;  but  still  the  patient  finds 
herself  distressed  by  a  constant  desire  to  pass  water,  which  she  is 
unable  to  retain  above  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  the  wish 
to  void  it  being  uncontrollable,  though  the  pain  in  the  act  itself 
is  liable  to  considerable  variations.  The  urine  is  alkaline,  often 
intensely  so,  loaded  with  the  phosphates,  and  containing  also  a 
large  quantity  of  pus  or  mucus,  the  amount  of  which,  however, 
frequently  seems  to  the  naked  eye  more  considerable  than  it  really 
is  from  the  abundant  deposit  of  phosphates  with  which  it  is 
mingled. 

The  constant  direction  of  the  mind  to  the  urinary  function  no 


486  CYSTITIS    CONSEQUENT    ON 

doubt  increases  the  frequency  of  the  desire  to  empty  the  bladder, 
and  the  incessant  calls  to  pass  water  by  night  as  well  as  by  day 
break  down  the  piitient's  health  and  grievously  embitter  her  exist- 
ence. Every  circumstance,  too,  which  adds  to  the  congestion 
of  the  pelvic  viscera  exaggerates  the  irritability  of  the  bladder. 
Hence  the  menstrual  period  is  always  a  time  of  increased  discom- 
fort; hence,  too,  the  symptoms  are  sure  to  be  aggravated  by  the 
patient's  return  to  her  husband's  bed,  and  the  occurrence  of  preg- 
nancy is  invariably  accompanied  by  an  exacerbation  of  all  her 
suflerings,  and  by  a  real  advance  of  her  disease. 

Examination  of  the  patient  seldom  fails  to  confirm  the  diagnosis 
to  which  a  mere  detail  of  the  symptoms  would  lead  us,  though  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  according  to  their  own  preconceived 
notions,  patients  will  sometimes  give  greater  prominence  to  the 
indications  of  disease  either  of  the  womb  or  of  the  bladder,  and 
will,  till  closely  questioned,  say  little  concerning  those  other  symp- 
toms which,  though  perhaps  not  less  distressing,  had  yet  impressed 
them  less,  because  they  were  supposed  to  be  subordinate  in  im- 
portance or  secondary  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence.  Tender- 
ness on  pressure  over  the  pubes  is  a  common  attendant  on  inflam- 
m.ation  of  the  bladder,  though,  owing  to  the  contracted  state  of 
the  organ  this  symptom  is  not  always  appreciable  unless  the  pres-, 
sure  is  made  directly  downwards  into  the  pelvic  cavity.  The 
finger  in  the  vagina  generally  ascertains  all  the  parts  to  be  unduly 
sensitive,  though  often  there  is  no  perceptible  alteration  in  their 
condition.  The  mere  increase  of  sensibility,  too,  is  not  always 
manifest  unless  pressure  is  made  forwards  against  the  anterior 
vaginal  wall ;  but  then  the  suft'ering  which  is  at  once  experienced 
points  to  the  real  seat  of  mischief,  while  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter  excites  pain  almost  intolerable  from  its  severity,  and 
which  often  abides  for  many  hours. 

In  the  higher  classes  of  society  the  ailment  scarcely  reaches  such 
a  degree  of  seveinty  as  is  here  described.  Appropriate  treatment 
in  the  first  instance,  and  prolonged  care  afterwards,  if  they  do  not 
completely  remove  the  disease,  in  general  so  greatly  mitigate  it 
as  to  reduce  it  to,  at  the  worst,  a  painful  infinnity.  Among  the 
poor,  however,  the  case  is  very  difierent ;  for  the  disease  at  first 
neglected,  is  often  but  little  heeded  afterwards,  and  when  the  pa- 
tient lias  recovered  from  the  more  urgent  consequences  of  the 
delivery  or  the  miscarriage  in  which  hersufierings  originated,  she 
is  compelled  to  return  at  once  to  her  ordiinvry  duties.  Causes,  iu 
themselves  trifling,  a  slight  exposure  to  cold,  inability  to  rest 
during  a  menstrual  period,  the  ordinary  incidents  of  married  life, 
sexual  intercourse,  pregnancy,  abortion,  or  delivery,  add  to  the 
congestion  of  the  bladder,  and  increase  its  irritaltility.  At  length 
the  patient  seeks  admission 'into  a  hospital,  but  stays  there  only 
long  enough  to  gain  some  slight  relief,  not  long  enough  to  make 
any  n.'al  advance  towards  cure.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bladder  bec-oincs  ulcerated,  and  blood  in  small  (puintities  appears 
in  the  urine,  in  inldliiiin  to  the  deposits  oi"  pus  and  of  the  })hos- 
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pliates  which  it  before  contained.  The  bladder  is  so  contracted 
that  it  can  no  longer  hold  half  an  ounce  of  urine  ;  and  sometimes 
the  ureters  themselves  become  dilated,  as  if  the  urine  sojourned 
there  with  less  distress  to  the  patient,  nor  do  the  kidneys  remain 
exempt  from  a  participation  in  the  mischief.  Their  substance 
wastes,  while  the  distinction  between  the  cortical  and  medullary 
portion  becomes  less  obvious  than  natural;  they  become  saccu- 
lated, and  turbid  urine  is  generally  found  within  them,  while  their 
lining  membrane  is  highly  vascular,  and  the  urine  is  sometimes 
actually  purulent,  or  in  other  words,  pyelitis  follows  the  disease  of 
the  bladdder,  and  with  it  atrophy  of  the  proper  tissue  of  the  kid- 
neys. The  mode  of  death  in  these  cases  is  very  various.  Some- 
times the  patient  sinks  exhausted,  and,  having  long  been  feeble, 
passes  away  quietly  and  unexpectedly  ;  at  other  times  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  stomach  becomes  so  extreme  that  all  food  and  all 
medicine  are  alike  rejected.  Sometimes  much  suffering  precedes 
death,  and  I  remember  one  poor  woman  who  all  day  and  all  night 
long  sat  crouched  on  a  chamber  utensil,  so  incessant  was  the  call 
to  empty  her  bladder,  while  she  complained  of  the  urine  as  it 
passed  scalding  her  like  molten  lead.  She  remained  thus,  sway- 
ing herself  to  and  fro  in  her  agony,  unrelieved  by  even  the  largest 
doses  of  opium,  till  as  life  waned  her  pains  lessened  too,  and  at 
length  she  lay  down  for  the  first  time  for  many  weeks,  worn  out 
and  weary,  to  die.  In  other  cases  the  kidneys  cease  by  degrees 
to  perform  their  functions,  and  at  last  no  urine  at  all  is  secreted, 
and  typhoid  symptoms  come  on,  under  which  the  patient  sinks 
rapidly. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  these  cases  are  con- 
nected with  tubercular  disease  of  the  kidney,^  the  affection  of  the 
bladder  being  secondary  and  subordinate,  and  this  even  though 
the  symptoms  during  life  have  pointed  almost  exclusively  to  the 
bladder  as  the  seat  of  mischief.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  in  other 
instances  the  irritation  of  the  bladder  consequent  on  the  miscarriage 
or  the  labor  from  which  the  patient  dates  the  commencement  of 
her  illness,  may  have  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  subsequent 
mischief,  and  that  the  tubercular  deposit  in  the  kidney  has  really 
been  occasioned  by  the  previous  cystitis.     I  have  no  means  of 

1  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie's  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs,  contains,  at  p.  133, 
a  short  but  valuable  chapter  on  symptoms  affecting  the  bladder  in  consequence  of 
disease,  in  the  kidney,  and  some  of  the  cases  which  he  relates  appear  to  be  instances 
of  tuberculous  disease  of  that  organ.  Kokitansky,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  443,  does  but 
just  refer  to  tubercular  deposit  in  the  kidney  as  a  secondary  occurrence,  and  one 
more  common  in  the  male  than  in  the  female ;  while  Louis,  Recherches  sur  la 
Phthisic,  p.  129,  refers  to  the  existence  of  considerable  tuberculous  disease  of  the 
kidney  as  a  rare  occurrence.  Kayer,  Maladies  des  Reins,  vol.  iii,  p.  618,  treats  very 
fully  of  the  affection,  but  he  also  speaks  of  it  as  being  secondary  to  tuberculous 
disease  elsewhere,  and  for  the  most  part  also  to  such  disease  in  a  rather  advanced 
form.  Dr.  Prout,  Oyi  Stomach  and  Unnary  Diseases,  3d  edition,  pp.  393-400,  no- 
tices another  class  of  cases  not  connected  with  tubercle,  concerning  which  he  con- 
fesses his  own  knowledge  to  be  but  incomplete.  Such  cases  are  not  very  rare  in 
women  ;  they  will  deserve  a  careful  investigation.  In  my  hands,  I  must  confess 
that  they  have  been  the  opprobria  of  the  ward. 
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judging  of  tlie  comparative  frequency  of  tubercular  disease  of  tlie 
kidney  in  the  two  sexes ;  it  certainly  is  not  common  in  the  female; 
or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  that  one  comparatively  seldom  sees  the  ter- 
mination of  a  disease  so  chronic  as  this  would  appear  often  to  be, 
causeless  irritability  of  bladder  sometimes  occasioning  distress 
and  proving  rebellious  to  treatment  for  years  before  the  more 
serious  symptoms  set  in.  Possibly  the  more  acute  symptoms  co- 
incide with  the  extension  of  mischief  to  the  bladder,  thongh  its 
amount  varies  greatly;  for  while  I  have  sometimes  found  nothing 
more  than  intense  congestion  of  its  lining  membrane,  I  have  also 
in  other  instances  seen  it  ulcerated,  with  patches  of  lymph  on  its 
surface,  or  have  even  found  it  completely  destroyed,  the  muscular 
coat  being  everywhere  exposed,  and  the  broad  bands  of  muscular 
fibre  of  a  vivid  red  crossino;  the  interior  of  the  orijan  in  all  direc- 
tions.  Once,  too,  the  mischief  had  passed  even  this  point ;  the 
bladder  was  perforated  at  one  spot  near  its  upper  and  posterior 
part,  where  the  adhesion  of  a  portion  of  omentum  to  it  had  alone 
prevented  the  escape  of  its  contents,  and  in  other  parts  the  peri- 
toneum alone  remained  entire.  In  this  case,  too,  the  disease  had 
extended  even  to  the  urethra,  the  walls  of  which  were  exceedingly 
thickened,  while  its  lining  membrane  was  destroyed  by  ulcera- 
tion, and  numerous  warty  growths  or  granulations  beset  its  surface. 

In  this,  and  in  other  cases,  it  is  no  doubt  not  to  the  tubercular 
deposit  alone,  but  rather  to  the  consequent  pyelitis  and  cystitis 
that  the  patient's  intense  sufferings  are  due.  "What  it  concerns 
us  most  to  bear  in  mind  is,  that  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  and 
of  the  bladder,  may  occur  as  secondary  to  tubercular  deposit, 
when  yet  no  other  symptom  of  tuberculosis  is  present,  and 
further,  that  such  a  disease  may  run  its  course  to  a  fatal  issue 
without  phthisis  supervening,  even  without  any  deposit  of  tu- 
bercle in  the  luno-s  or  elsewhere  than  in  the  diseased  oro-ans  and 
the  absorbent  glands  m  their  immediate  vicinity. 

One  other  class  of  cases  there  is,  characterized  like  the  preced- 
ing by  great  irritability  of  the  bladder,  but  more  chronic  in  their 
course,  and  tending  less  certainly  to  a  fatal  issue,  though  as  little 
amenable  to  treatment.  Their  symptoms  come  on  in  early  adult 
age,  and  occur  independently  of  pregnancy,  marriage,  or  of  any 
disorder  of  the  uterine  functions,  while  the  changes  which  the 
urine  itself  presents  are  not  very  remarkable.  It  is  neither  laden 
with  pus,  nor  docs  it  abound  in  phosphatic  deposits;  its  quantity 
usually  falls  a  little  below  the  average,  but  its  siiecitic  gravity 
seldom  much  exceeds  1020°,  occasionally  falls  below  it;  it  is 
usually  nearly  neutral,  slightly  turbid,  containing  a  little  excess 
of  phosphates;  sometimes  also  crystals  of  the  oxalate  of  lime  may 
be  discovered  in  it,  and  now  and  then  a  little  albumen,  though  its 
presence  is  by  no  means  constant. 

The  history  of  these  cases  is  usually  very  obscure,  and  often 
presents  nothing  more  definite  than  the  causeless  occurrence  of 
frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  attended  by  dull  })ain  in  the  loins, 
extending  to  the  hypogastrium.      These  symptoms  come  on  so 
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gradually,  that  the  patient  can  scarcely  tell  the  date  of  their  com- 
mencement, but  knows  only  that  for  some  two  or  three  years  or 
more,  a  source  of  discomfort  from  which  she  used  to  he  free,  has 
been  by  degrees  growing  upon  her.  The  general  health  often 
continues  comparatively  undisturbed,  even  after  the  irritability 
of  the  bladder  has  become  very  troublesome,  while  the  symptoms 
of  constitutional  disorder  which  do  at  length  appear,  are  commonly 
of  a  very  vague  and  ill-defined  character,  such  as  loss  of  appetite, 
loss  of  strength,  and  general  gastro-intestinal  disorder,  with  a 
tongue  thinly  coated  with  yellow  fur,  and  not  cleaning  under  any 
modification  of  treatment.  My  impression  is,  that  these  are  cases 
of  a  chronic  form  of  nephritis,  and  that  when  they  endanger  life, 
it  is  by  the  extension  of  the  mischief  to  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  kidneys,  and  by  the  supervention  of  pyelitis,  with  that  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  bladder  itself  with  which  it  is  usually  asso- 
ciated. So  long  as  this  complication  is  absent,  the  disease  shows 
little  disposition  to  increase,  while  there  are  long  pauses  in  its 
course,  though  never  a  complete  subsidence  of  all  the  symptoms, 
the  backache  disappearing  sooner  than  the  irritable  bladder,  while 
even  when  things  are  at  the  best,  a  trivial  cause,  and  especially  a 
slight  exposure  to  cold,  will  suffice  to  reproduce  all  the  ailments 
with  undiminished  intensity. 

Of  all  these  affections,  that  in  which  the  bladder  is  the  primary 
seat  of  the  mischief  is,  as  might  be  expected,  the  most  amenable 
to  treatment,  though  even  then  the  course  of  the  diseasse  is  always 
slow,  and  recovery  often  but  imperfect.  Many  of  the  instances  of 
cystitis  after  delivery  are  traceable  to  neglect  of  the  very  obvious 
precaution  of  introducing  the  catheter  when  labor  is  at  all  pro- 
tracted, or  whenever  the  pressure  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  has 
been  so  considerable  as  to  render  micturition  for  a  day  or  two 
painful  or  difficult.  Another  error  which  often  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  this  very  troublesome  complaint,  is  the  omitting  to  treat 
those  slighter  forms  of  cystitis  which  frequently  succeed  to  a  tedi- 
ous labor,  and  which,  though  they  in  many  instances  subside 
spontaneously,  yet  rarely  disappear  so  speedily  or  so  completely 
if  let  alone  as  if  a  few  leeches  are  applied  over  the  hypogastrium, ' 
and  the  uva  ursi,  combined  with  some  sedative,  is  administered, 
while  the  catheter  is  employed  regularly  to  prevent  any  retention 
of  urine.  These  precautions,  too,  are  perhaps  still  more  frequently 
overlooked,  though  scarcely  less  necessary  in  cases  where  periton- 
itis has  occurred,  or  where  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appen- 
dages has  taken  place  after  delivery  or  abortion,  or  even  in  the 
unimpregnated  state,  since  subacute  cystitis  is  far  from  being  a 
rare  sequela  of  any  of  the  more  active  forms  of  abdominal  inflam- 
mation in  women  of  all  ages  and  in  all  circumstances. 

If  the  disease,  on  whatever  cause  it  depends,  has  not  been 
checked  at  its  very  outset,  recovery  will  at  best  be  tedious.  Our 
prognosis  as  to  this  point  may  in  general  be  deduced  with  tolerable 
accuracy  from  the  condition  of  the  urine,  the  presence  in  it  of  a 
large  deposit  of  the  phosphates  being  a  more  unfavorable  sign 
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than  an  abundance  of  pus  or  of  mucus.  "With  reference  to  this, 
too,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  observe  that  in  drawing  our  con- 
clusions from  the  gelatinization  of  the  urine  with  liquor  potassfe, 
or  from  the  abundance  of  mucus  in  the  fluid,  we  ought  to  make 
sure  that  there  is  no  considerable  leucorrhoeal  or  purulent  dis- 
charge from  the  vagina,  since  its  unsuspected  admixture  with  the 
Tirine  has  sometimes  led  to  the  expression  of  a  far  more  un- 
favorable opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  patient  than  was  really 
called  for. 

So  long  as  the  disease  retains  anything  of  an  acute  character 
local  depletion  will  still  be  useful,  and  the  application  of  six  or 
eight  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium,  two  or  three  times  repeated, 
will  be  of  more  service  than  the  employment  once  of  a  larger  num- 
ber. So  soon,  too,  as  the  tenderness  of  the  vagina  admits  of  the 
introduction  of  the  speculum  or  of  a  leech-tube,  the  relief  aftbrded 
by  drawing  blood  from  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  will  generally 
be  found  to  be  very  remarkable.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in 
bed ;  her  diet  should  consist  of  beef-tea,  farinaceous  substances, 
and  milk,  with  barley-water  and  the  Vichy  water  as  her  common 
drinks.  In  this  stage,  too,  I  know  of  no  better  medicine  than  the 
extract  and  decoction  of  uva  ursi.^  On  the  subsidence  of  the  more 
acute  symptoms,  the  diet  may  be  improved,  and  the  hydrochloric 
acid  with  pareira,^  or  half-drachm  doses  of  the  diluted  phosphoric 
acid,  may  be  substituted  for  the  previous  prescription,  while  any- 
thing which  amends  the  patient's  general  health  will  probably  be 
of  service  in  lessening  the  irritability  of  her  bladder.  Wine  and  - 
tonics  are  often  of  service  when  the  acute  stage  of  the  ailment  is 
passed,  and  the  urine,  though  unhealthy  in  character,  is  secreted 
in  sufficient  quantity;  and  sometimes  quinine,  at  other  times 
chalybeate  preparations,  will  be  found  to  be  most  useful.  The 
irritability  of  the  bladder  not  infrequently  continues  as  the  result 
of  mere  habit  after  the  disease  to  which  it  was  originally  due  has 
subsided.  Large  doses  of  the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron, 
as  fifteen  or  twenty  minims  three  or  four  times  a  day,  frequently 
relieve  this  infirmity;  while  it  is  also  desirable  to  give  a  sixth  or 
a  fourth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  every  night  in  order  to  lessen  the 
incessant  desire  to  pass  water,  which  otherwise  would  deprive  the 
patient  of  sleep.  Something,  however,  will  still  always  remain  to 
be  accomplished  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  the  patient  to  over- 
come a  habit  which,  if  unchecked,  will  so  much  interfere  with  the 
comfort  of  her  future  life.  During  convalescence,  the  patient  can- 
not too  sedulously  guard  against  catching  cold,  or  against  any 
disorder  of  her  menstrual  function,  each  return  of  which  will  long 
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bring  with  it  some  revival  of  her  former  discomfort,  and  a  threat- 
ening, at  least,  of  the  rekindling  of  former  disease.  Lastly,  I  may 
add,  it  is  inexpedient  that  a  married  woman  should  return  to  her 
husband's  bed,  to  the  local  excitement  of  sexual  intercourse,  and 
to  the  risks  of  pregnancy,  until  her  recovery  is  well  established. 

Cj'stitis  is  unfortunately  less  often  met  with,  at  least  among  the 
poorer  class  of  patients,  in  the  subacute  form  than  in  one  de- 
cidedly chronic,  in  which,  in  addition  to  pus  and  the  phosphates, 
the  urine  contains  a  large  quantity  of  extremely  tenacious  mucus, 
is  intensely  alkaline,  and  of  a  highly  ammoniacal  odor.  In  this 
condition,  in  spite  of  a  very  intense  degree  of  local  tenderness, 
and  of  very  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  the  abstraction  of  blood 
must  not  be  resorted  to ;  for  it  weakens  the  patient's  general 
powers  without  alleviating  her  ailment.  A  first  step  towards're- 
lieving  her  sufferings  is  to  place  her  in  bed ;  the  uniform  tempera- 
ture of  the  surface  being  thus  maintained,  prevents  any  sudden 
demand  being  made  on  the  function  of  the  kidneys,  while  the 
disposition  to  congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera  is  much  lessened 
by  the  maintenance  of  the  horizontal  posture.  Throughout  the 
whole  course  of  one  of  these  cases,  opium  in  some  form  or  other 
is  the  remedy  on  which  our  greatest  dependence  must  be  placed, 
and  its  value  far  exceeds  that  of  any  medicine  supposed  to  exert 
a  specific  influence  on  the  bladder.  Of  these  medicines,  two  of 
the  most  useful,  the  uva  ursi  and  the  pareira,  have  already  been 
alluded  to.  When  these  remedies  fail  in  the  forms  which  I  have 
already  suggested,  I  have  seen  benefit  result  from  the  combina- 
tion of  the  pareira  either  with  small  doses  of  copaiba  or  with  the 
benzoic  acid.  Sometimes,  too,  especially  where  the  secretion  of 
urine  is  scanty,  the  benzoin  alone  has  proved  serviceable,  though 
a  not  infrequent  drawback  from  any  of  these  medicines  is  that 
they  nauseate  the  stomach  ;  and  the  alleviation  of  local  suffering 
is  then  too  dearly  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  patient's  general 
health. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  made  trial  of  injections  into  the 
bladder  in  cases  where  the  condition  of  the  urine  was  very  un- 
healthy, and  where  it  contained  a  large  quantity  of  ropy  mucus. 
For  this  purpose  I  have,  in  accordance  with  Sir  B.  Brodie's  sugges- 
tion, employed  the  decoction  of  poppies,  to  which  I  have  but  very 
rarely  added  a  few  drops  of  dilute  nitric  acid.  The  instances,  how- 
ever, in  which  this  proceeding  was  at  all  tolerated  w^ere  quite 
exceptional,  and  almost  always  such  severe  and  such  abiding  pain 
was  excited  as  to  compel  me  to  desist  from  a  repetition  of  the  ex- 
periment. Even  when  borne  for  two  or  three  times,  and  giving 
an  earnest  of  effecting  some  lasting  good  by  the  improvement 
which  it  wrought  in  the  state  of  the  urine,  pain  has  seldom  failed 
to  come  on,  and  to  preclude  the  continued  employment  of  the 
measure.  One  reason  of  this  failure  (for  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
want  of  care  either  in  the  selection  of  the  cases  or  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  remedy)  may  perhaps  have  been  that  the  persistence 
of  chronic  cystitis  in  the  female  subject  for  any  considerable  time, 
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generally,  if  not  invariably,  occasions  irritation  of  the  kidneys, 
and  a  sort  of  subacute  pyelitis.  There  seems  also  to  be  a  great 
tendency  for  the  mischief  in  these  cases  to  terminate  in  ulcera- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  and  not  to  stop 
short  with  the  induction  of  that  thickenins;  which  is  so  common 
m  the  male  subject. 

One  other  proceeding  which  I  have  now  and  then  resorted  to  in 
cases  of  chronic  cystitis  with  much  irritability  of  the  bladder,  has 
been  the  introduction  of  a  seton  just  above  the  symphysis  pubis. 
I  have  observed  decided  benefit  from  it,  especially  in  those  cases 
where  the  irritability  of  the  bladder  was  out  of  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  obvious  disease;  though  from  its  nature  this  remedy  is 
one  to  which  we  cannot  very  often  have  recourse. 

It  would  perhaps  scarcely  be  right  to  take  leave  of  the  subject 
of  inflammation  of  the  bladder  without  a  word  or  two  concerning 
those  sad  cases  in  which  vaginitis  following  delivery  terminates 
in  the  death  of  the  tissues,  and  in  the  formation  of  a  fidulous 
communication  between  the  bladder  and  vagina.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  this  accident  is 
due  to  the  delay  of  instrumental  interference  in  tedious  labor, 
coupled  with  the  omission  to  use  the  catheter.  It  is  extra- 
ordinary how  often  this  latter  simple  precaution  is  neglected, 
how  often  the  statement  of  the  patient  or  of  her  nurse  is  accepted 
as  conclusive  of  her  having  emptied  her  bladder;  while  the  practi- 
tioner, conscious  perhaps  of  his  own  inexpertness  in  performing 
this  little  operation,  is  only  too  ready  to  frame  an  excuse  to  his 
own  mind  for  not  attempting  to  do  that  which  he  knows  he  should 
do  but  awkwardly,  and  fears  that  he  might  possibly  fail  to  do  at 
all.  To  this  neglect  of  the  catheter,  and  to  the  omission  to  inter- 
fere instrumentall}^  as  early  as  is  necessary,  is  the  occurrence  of 
vesico-vaginal  fistula  to  be  attributed  far  oftener  than  to  any  direct 
injury  inflicted  by  the  instruments  themselves.  After  labor  is  over, 
too,  the  same  neglect  to  keep  the  bladder  empty  not  only  adds  to 
the  patient's  distress,  but  greatly  aggravates  the  perhaps  inevitable 
cystitis,  and  renders  the  case  to  a  great  degree  unfit  for  any  attempt 
at  cure  by  means  of  a  plastic  operation. 

Wherever  from  the  protraction  of  labor,  and  from  the  long  stay 
of  the  head  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  there  is  any  reason  to  fear  the 
occurrence  of  inflammation  of  the  vagina,  its  possible  issue  in 
sloughing  and  in  the  formation  of  a  fistula  must  always  be  borne 
in  mind,  and  attention  must  be  closely  directed  to  the  local  con- 
dition of  the  patient  as  well  as  to  her  general  symptoms.  The 
bladder  must  be  regularly  emptied  by  the  elastic  catheter  every 
six  hours,  a  warm  poultice  must  be  constantly  applied  to  the  hyj^o- 
gastriurn,  and  ])oi)py  fomentations  to  the  vulva;  while  the  vagina 
must  he  carol'nlly  Hyringed  twice  a  day  with  lukewarm  water,  and 
local  l(!e('hlng  must  be  at  once  enii)loyc'd  on  the  first  onset  of 
Hymptoms  of  cystitis.  The  state  of  the  i)arts  must  not  be  judged 
of  from  hearsay,  but  must  be  inspected  every  day ;  a  precaution 
which,  though  especially  necessary  when  any  laceration  of  the  pe- 
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rinenm  has  taken  place,  is  jet  in  these  cases  always  worth  taking, 
since  the  appearance  of  the  vulva  furnishes  no  bad  index  to  the 
general  state  of  the  vagina.  If  the  secretion  from  the  vagina  as- 
sumes an  unhealthy  character,  and  if  shreds  of  mucous  membrane 
appear  in  it,  we  may  be  sure  that  sloughing  has  taken  place,  and 
though  the  sloughing  may  be  superficial,  yet  of  this  we  cannot  be 
certain,  while  contraction  of  the  canal,  and  the  formation  of  cica- 
trices are  its  almost  inevitable  results.  The  soothing  injection 
previously  used  must  now  be  changed  for  others  of  a  more  stimu- 
lating kind,  while,  when  the  parts  begin  to  heal,  it  will  be  expedient 
to  introduce  a  large  gum-elastic  bougie  into  the  vagina,  and  to 
allow  it  to  remain  for  some  hours  every  day,  in  order  to  prevent 
adhesions  forming  between  the  opposite  surfaces  of  the  vagina  by 
which  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  is  sometimes  almost  completely 
closed,  or  the  vaginal  canal  itself  is  divided  into  two  chambers, 
into  the  upper  of  which  the  uterus  opens.  Nor  indeed  are  these 
the  only  possible  consequences  of  sloughing  of  the  vagina,  but  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  mischief  the  vagina  is  shortened; 
the  edges  of  any  fistula  are  permanently  kept  asunder,  the  space 
between  the  opening  and  the  neck  of  the  womb  is  diminished, 
while  the  cicatrix  tissue  on  which  the  operator  has  to  depend  for 
the  closure  of  the  aperture  is  endowed  with  far  feebler  vitality  than 
the  unaltered  structures  of  which,  if  the  mischief  has  been  cir- 
cumscribed, he  may  hope  to  avail  himself. 

Supposing  all  these  points  to  have  received  due  attention,  the 
next  question  that  suggests  itself  concerns  the  period  after  labor 
at  which  any  operation  for  the  cure  of  the  fistula  should  be  at- 
tempted. Now,  I  believe  that  nothing  should  be  done  within  the 
first  three  months  after  delivery  at  the  soonest,  for  the  suscepti- 
bility to  inflammation  is  greater  in  the  woman  who  has  recently 
miscarried  or  given  birth  to  a  child  than  in  another,  while  not  only 
are  all  plastic  operations  about  the  sexual  organs  attended  by  some 
hazard,  but  a  degree  of  local  inflammation  quite  inadequate  to 
cause  danger  to  the  patient,  may  yet  more  than  suflice  to  destroy 
the  promise  of  the  most  dexterous  operation.  Another  reason,  too, 
for  some  delay  is  that  within  certain  limits  a  flstulous  opening  is 
likely  to  contract;  and  it  is  well  to  obtain  the  full  amount  of  im- 
provement which  nature  can  efi'ect  before  having  recourse  to  any 
surgical  proceeding.  Besides  this,  too,  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  a  person  should  be  in  the  best  possible  health  before 
the  operation  is  undertaken,  and  no  delay  can  be  regretted  which 
aflbrds  the  opportunity  for  the  amendment  of  her  general  condi- 
tion, and  the  improvement  of  the  state  of  her  urine.  The  two 
generally  keep  pace  with  each  other,  and  my  own  impression  is, 
that  to  operate  at  a  time  when  the  health  is  feeble,  and  the  urine 
abounds  in  phosphatic  deposits,  is  completely  to  throw  away  all 
chance  of  benefiting  our  patient.  If  the  aperture  in  the  bladder 
is  comparatively  small,  so  that  urine  can  be  retained  for  an  hour 
or  so,  in  certain  positions  of  the  body,  delay  may  be  allowed  a 
month  or  two  longer,  provided  that  the  bladder  tolerate  the  fre- 


494  INTESTINO-VESICAL    FISTULA. 

qiient  introduction  of  the  catheter ;  an  operation  which  the  patient 
will  soon  learn  to  perform  for  herself.  I  am  not,  however,  disposed 
to  recommend  that  a  catheter  be  kept  constantly  in  the  bladder; 
for  a  few  days  are  generally  the  utmost  limit  during  which  the 
patient  can  bear  it;  the  bladder  then  becoming  irritated  by  its 
presence,  so  as  to  compel  the  removal  of  the  instrument.  Still 
less  would  I  advocate  the  use  of  the  plug,  or  of  any  mechanical 
device  for  restraining  the  outflow  of  the  urine.  All  such  contri- 
vances irritate,  and  are  likely  to  interfere  with  that  healthy  con- 
dition of  the  parts  which  it  is  so  essential  to  maintain.  In  all 
instances,  therefore,  where  the  aperture  is  large,  and  where  no 
urine  is  retained,  delay  continued  after  the  efiects  of  the  puerperal 
processes  have  subsided,  answers  no  useful  end ;  while  when  wait- 
ing for  this  we  must  content  ourselves  with  the  daily  use  of  the 
tepid  hip-bath,  with  the  injection  of  warm  water  into  the  vagina, 
and  with  the  most  sedulous  ablution  and  scrupulous  cleanliness, 
as  means  of  preventing  the  irritation  of  the  parts  by  the  perpetual 
escape  of  the  urine. 

It  would  be  out  of  my  province  to  go  into  detail  concerning 
the  operation  for  the  closure  of  vesico- vaginal  fistula.  Two  points 
only  I  may  just  refer  to.  One  concerns  the  utility  of  the  galvanic 
cautery,  especially  in  the  more  chronic  fistulse,  in  those  of  small 
size,  or  whose  dimensions  have  been  reduced  by  other  operative 
proceedings.  By  its  frequent  application  in  one  case,  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Paget,  efiected  a  complete  cure.  The  other  point  has 
reference  to  the  great  merit  both  of  the  mode  of  operating  adopted 
by  Dr.  Sims,  of  Alabama,^  and  also  of  his  curved  catheter,  which 
often  remains  in  the  bladder  without  any  trouble  or  any  adapta- 
tion of  her  posture  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  and  answers  the 
purpose  of  preventing  all  escape  of  urine  by  the  wound  far  more 
effectually  than  a  catheter  of  the  ordinary  form.  Even  this,  how- 
ever, irritates  in  a  few  days,  and  requires  withdrawal  earlier  than 
is  quite  satisfactory;  an  evil  which  perhaps  its  construction  of 
some  very  light  material  might  in  some  measure  obviate. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  about  that  rare  accident  intestino- 
vesical  JiKtula  ;  for  t]ie  circumstances  in  which  it  occurs  have  no 
necessary  connection  with  the  sexual  ailments  of  women.  I  have 
met  with  it  but  thrice.  In  the  first  case,  it  was  associated  with 
malignant  disease  of  the  uterus;  and  dysuria  and  painful  defeca- 
tion had  existed  for  between  two  and  three  years,  their  occurrence 
being  coincident  with  the  appearance  of  an  indurate<l  tumor  in 
the  left  iliac  and  inguinal  regions;  and  the  escape  of  fax-al  matter 
witli  the  urine  had  taken  place  for  four  months  previous  to  the 
patient's  admission  into  the  hospital.  In  the  second  case,  the  mis- 
chief succeeded  to  ulceration  of  the  intestines  during  fever  nine 

'  American  Journal  of  Med.  Srienrrs,  .Inn.,  IR.'i'J,  luid  ii  jiMiiiplilct  ■witli  tlio  tillo, 
Silver  SittureH  in  Snn/ny,  New  Yurk,  IHAS.  His  ciirlifst  and  liis  liitcsl  Mn^i^M'stions 
jircHcnt,  iiidi'cd,  iniiiiy  points  of  diU'crcncc,  l)ut  all  seem  Iciidiiiu;  to  siiiiiilily  tlio 
means  of  relieving  tliib  must  grievous  inlirmity,  and  to  increase  the  elnuiees  ol"  its 
cure. 
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weeks  before,  wliich  had  issued  in  the  formation  of  a  pouch  com- 
municating above  with  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  and  below 
with  both  rectum  and  bladder.  This  patient  died  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  but  less  in  consequence  of  the  local  disease  than 
of  the  progressive  increase  of  the  exhaustion  which  the  fever  had 
occasioned.  The  third  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady  in  whom 
suppression  of  the  menses  from  cold  was  succeeded  by  inflamma- 
tion, which  involved  among  other  parts  the  uterine  appendages 
on  the  right  side,  where  a  distinct  tumor  formed.  This  tumor,  at 
first  quite  solid,  afterwards  grew  softer,  and  then  diminished  in 
size.  Its  diminution  was  not  attended  by  any  very  marked  dis- 
charge of  pus,  but  about  the  same  time  purulent  and  fsecal  matter 
began  to  appear  in  the  urine,  and  continued  to  be  intermixed  with 
it  for  three  weeks  when  she  first  came  under  my  notice.  In  this 
case,  as  in  the  other  two,  the  sensitiveness  of  the  bladder  was  so 
great  that  all  attempts  at  syringing  it  with  tepid  water  were  of 
necessity  discontinued ;  but  great  relief  followed  the  use  of  very 
simple  means,  such  as  the  employment  of  the  uva  ursi,  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  the  pareira,  and  the  administration  of  opium  or 
morphia,  to  mitigate  suft'ering  and  to  relieve  the  irritability  of  the 
bladder.  In  the  case  of  the  young  ladj^,  too,  concerning  whom 
alone  was  there  much  room  for  hopefuhiess,  the  fistulous  com- 
munication became  closed  in  the  course  of  two  months,  and  after 
the  lapse  of  a  year  I  saw  her  in  perfect  health ;  slightly  diminished 
mobility  of  the  uterus  being  the  only  remaining  evidence  of  the 
serious  bygone  mischief 

I  am  not  aware  of  having  ever  met  with  those  soft  fungous 
tumors,  or  pol}^oid  excrescences  from  the  bladder,  whose  true 
relation  to  malignant  disease  seems  to  be  still  undetermined.  It 
is,  indeed,  possible  that  in  some  of  the  cases  of  dysuria  which 
have  come  under  my  notice  the  symptoms  may  have  arisen  from 
this  cause;  but  there  is  no  sign  actually  pathognomonic  of  their 
existence,  and  though  in  all  obscure  cases  I  am  accustomed  to  have 
recourse  to  the  microscope  for  help,  I  have  never  yet  succeeded 
by  its  means  in  the  diagnosis  of  any  outgrowth  from  the  bladder.^ 
In  one  respect,  indeed,  these  growths  conform  to  the  same  rule 
as  decided  malignant  disease  of  the  bladder,  for  while  not  very 
common  in  either  sex,  they  are  yet  infinitely  rarer  in  the  female 
than  in  the  male.  Often  cases  of  fungoid  disease  of  the  bladder 
recorded  in  the  Transactions  of  the  PatlLological  Society,'^  there 
were  but  three  in  which  the  subject  was  a  female,  and  in  like 
manner  of  the  seven  cases  of  carcinomatous  disease  of  the  bladder 

1  The  general  opinion,  and  that  adopted  by  Rokitansky,  op.  cit.,  vol.  iii,  p.  460, 
is  that  these  outgrowths  all  belong  to  the  class  of  malignant  diseases.  An  opposite 
view  is,  however,  maintained  by  Mr.  Sibley,  in  Transactio7is  of  Path.  Society,  vol. 
vii,  pp.  256  and  214,  based  on  very  careful  microscopic  observations.  Gross,  On 
the  Urinai-y  Organs,  2d  ed.,  Philadelphia,  1855,  p.  324,  in  his  notice  of  these  out- 
growths, assumes  their  non-malignant  character. 

2  The  three  cases  in  the  female  subject  are  reported  in  vol.  v,  p.  200,  vol.  vii, 
p.  256,  and  vol.  xi,  p.  153;  the  others  in  vol.  ii,  pp.  85  and  237,  vol.  iii,  pp.  125 
and  127,  vol.  v,  p.  201,  vol.  vi,  p.  258,  and  vol.  viii,  p.  262. 
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on  whicli  M.  Lebert^  founds  his  observations,  six  occurred  in  tlie 
male  subject. 

lu  the  only  case  of  primary  malignant  disease  of  the  bladder 
that  has  ever  come  under  my  notice,  the  patient  was  a  widow 
woman,  sixty-two  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  for  a  year  pre- 
viously from  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  aggravated  after 
passing  water,  the  calls  to  which  became  more  frequent  than  natu- 
ral, while  at  the  same  time  her  urine  grew  turbid,  and  deposited  a 
thick  sediment.  Blood  now  frequently  appeared  in  her  urine, 
sometimes  in  small  quantities,  sometimes  in  clots,  and  about 
three  months  before  I  saw  her  she  lost  a  large  quantity  at  once. 
She  had  of  late  sufiered  from  pain  in  the  back,  and  for  two  months 
the  urine  had  been  always  thick  with  a  ropy  sediment.  Ko  treat- 
ment had  been  adopted  till  three  weeks  before  her  admission  into 
the  hospital,  when  the  patient  applied  to  a  surgeon,  who  intro- 
duced a  catheter,  an  operation  followed  by  considerable  hemor- 
rhage, which  lasted  for  several  days,  though  it  was  eventually 
suppressed  by  gallic  acid. 

On  being  received  into  the  hospital  the  patient's  appearance  was 
healtliy,  her  pulse  was  80,  and  soft,  her  tongue  slightly  coated,  her 
bowels  were  regular.  ISTo  tumor  was  perceptible  in  the  abdomen, 
but  firm  pressure  iramediatel}^  over  the  pubes  caused  some  pain. 
The  uterus  was  high  up,  small,  its  tissue  soft  and  perfectly  healthy. 
In  front  of  the  uterus,  pushing  it  into  the  posterior  half  of  the  pel- 
vis, was  a  firm,  somewhat  irregular  growth,  reaching  from  the 
anterior  half  of  the  pelvis  in  the  situation  of  the  bladder,  appar- 
ently extending  round  that  organ  on  either  side,  but  much  more 
on  the  right.  This  growth  was  perfectly  immovable;  it  seemed 
to  be  connected  with  the  pelvic  walls;  was  somewhat  tender  on 
pressure.  It  was  of  such  size  as  to  occupy  the  whole  anterior 
half  of  the  pelvic  brim,  though  not  dipping  down  considerably 
into  the  pelvic  cavity. 

The  urine  was  pale,  alkaline,  depositing  ropy  mucus,  and 
under  the  microscope  crystals  of  the  triple  phosphate  and  cells  of 
nucleated  epithelium  were  perceptible. 

The  patient  derived  considerable  comfort  from  treatment  dur- 
ing ten  days'  stay  in  the  hos[)ital;  but,  returning  home  at  the  end 
of  tljat  time,  and  indulging  in  the  intemperate  habits  to  which 
she  was  addicted,  she  fell  and  injured  her  face — an  accident  that 
was  followed  by  fatal  erysipelas  on  the  twelfth  day  after  she  left 
the  hospital.  The  uterus  and  vagina  were  found  on  examination 
after  death  to  be  perfectly  healthy;  but  the  whole  posterior  half 
of  tlie  bladder  was  occupied  by  a  medullary  growth,  with  an  ir- 
reguhir  surface,  which  i)rojected  into  the  cavity  of  the  organ,  its 
substance  ])cing  in  part  firm,  in  part  almost  semifluid.  The  an- 
terior half  of  the  l)hidder  was  quite  healthy,  as  also  was  the  sub- 
stance ofbotli  kidneys,  except  that  the  right  ureter  l)eing  involved 
in  the  diseased  mass  was  dilated  to  three  or  four  times  its  natural 

•   Oj).  ciL,  ]).  87G. 


OF    THE    BLADDER.  497 

size,  and  the  infuudibulum  of  the  right  kidney  was  enormously- 
enlarged. 

As  far  as  it  went,  this  patient's  history  was  exactly  that  of 
malignant  disease  of  the  bladder,  and  had  not  her  life  been  pre- 
maturely cut  short,  the  aifection  would  no  doubt  have  run  its 
usual  course.  Hemorrhage  would  have  returned  again  and  again, 
and  would  have  weakened  the  patient  more  and  more ;  the  in- 
creased growth  would  have  produced  increased  difficulty  in  mic- 
turition, while  the  advance  of  the  malignant  disease  would  have 
been  associated  with  the  further  development  of  the  cancerous 
cachexia;  till,  under  these  combined  causes,  death  would  at  length 
have  taken  place  in  circumstances  far  more  painful  than  those  by 
which  it  was  actually  attended. 

As  in  this  case,  so  I  believe  in  most  instances  of  primary  malig- 
nant disease  of  the  bladder,  there  is  but  little  tendency  to  the  per- 
foration of  its  walls  and  the  extension  of  the  disease  into  the 
vagina.  The  constant  dribbling  away  of  the  urine  which  some- 
times attends  the  more  advanced  stages  of  this  disease  by  no 
means  necessarily  indicates  the  existence  of  any  communication 
between  the  bladder  and  vagina ;  but  is  due  in  many  instances 
partly  to  the  encroachment  of  the  evil  on  the  cavity  of  the  blad- 
der, partly  to  its  walls  having  been  rendered  unyielding  by  dis- 
ease, and  especially  to  the  infiltration  of  the  tissue  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  with  carcinomatous  deposit.  The  observation  of 
Kiwisch^  is  also  worth  repeating  here,  "  that  the  occurrence  of 
incontinence  of  urine  in  the  course  of  cancer  of  the  uterus  is  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  certain  evidence  of  the  occurrence  of  perfora- 
tion of  the  bladder,  for  this  symptom  is  frequently  only  the  con- 
sequence of  carcinomatous  infiltration  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
and  especially  of  that  part  corresponding  to  the  sphincter,  by 
which  it  is  hindered  in  the  performance  of  its  functions,  and  thus, 
no  longer  closing  the  ostium  vesicae,  admits  of  the  constant  escape 
of  the  urine." 

Though  the  diagnosis  of  fungoid  outgrowths  from  the  bladder 
may  be  obscure,  yet  the  ordinary  form  of  malignant  disease  of  the 
organ  appears  to  be  too  well  marked  to  leave  much  room  for  un- 
certainty. The  ceaseless  pain  and  difficulty  in  micturition,  coupled 
with  the  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  the  occasional  appearance 
of  blood  in  the  urine,  sometimes  in  considerable  quantity,  and  in 
the  form  of  clots,  while  the  secretion  is  habitually  alkaline,  un- 
healthy, and  deposits  a  sediment,  are  of  themselves  strong  evi- 
dences of  the  nature  of  the  case,  though  scarcely  conclusive  unless 
associated  with  a  firm,  immovable  tumor  in  front  of  the  uterus. 
In  the  absence  of  the  evidence  obtained  by  vaginal  examination, 
the  extreme  rarity  of  primary  cancerous  disease  of  the  bladder 
always  renders  it  the  more  probable  supposition  that  the  kidneys 
are  the  seat  of  the  mischief. 

There  is  no  treatment  specially  applicable  to  malignant  disease 

1  Op.  cit.,  vol.  iii,  p.  308. 
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of  the  bladder.  The  indications  to  be  followed  are  very  obvious, 
and  within  certain  limits  and  for  a  certain  time  their  fulfilment 
would  not  appear  to  be  ditficult.  To  relieve  pain  by  opiates,  to 
render  the  urine  less  irritating  by  the  mineral  acids,  the  pareira, 
and  those  other  remedies  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  lecture,  to  keep  the  patient  in  bed,  and  thus  to 
equalize  as  far  as  possible  through  the  whole  twenty-four  hours 
the  demands  upon  the  functions  of  the  kidneys,  and  to  maintain 
the  general  health  by  good  diet,  and  by  the  moderate  use  of  stim- 
ulants,are  the  objects  to  aim  at.  When  once  the  nature  of  the 
disease  has  been  ascertained,  the  introduction  of  instruments  into 
the  bladder  must  be  carefully  avoided;  while,  if  it  should  become 
necessary  to  draw  off  the  urine,  an  elastic  catheter  without  its  stilet 
must  be  employed  with  all  possible  gentleness.  It  is,  however,  I 
believe,  but  seldom  in  the  female  subject  that  this  disease  pro- 
duces actual  retention  of  urine,  though  I  remember  a  patient 
many  years  ago  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  in  whom  the  urethra 
became  implicated  in  the  extension  of  the  growth,  so  that  it  be- 
came eventually  necessary  to  tap  the  bladder  above  the  pubes,  an 
operation  which  she  survived  only  a  very  few  days. 


LECTURE    XXXII. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  UEETHEA  AND  VAGINA. 

Diseases  of  the  Urethra.    Congestion  of  the  urethra,  most  troublesome  as  a 

chronic  ailment;  its  symptoms  and  treatment. 
Vascular  tumors  of  urethral  orifice,  their  seat,  nature,  symptoms,  and  treatment. 
Ulceration  of  urethra;  doubts  as  to  its  syphilitic  nature. 
Diseases  of  the  Vagina.     Acute  vaginitis;  character  of  the  discharge  which 

attends  it  as  distinguished  from  uterine  leucorrhoea:  its  treatment. 
Chronic  vaginitis.     Granular  vaginitis,  its  real  nature. 
Cysts  of  vagina. 

Fibrous  and  iibro-cellular  tumors  of  vagina. 
Cancer  of  vagina. 

From  the  study  of  the  affections  of  the  bladder,  we  pass  next 
by  a  natural  transition  to  the  examination  of  those  incidental  to 
the  female  uretlira^  a  class  of  ailments  which,  though  compara- 
tively trivial,  are  often  attended  by  very  serious  discomfort,  and 
are  by  no  means  easy  of  cure. 

Of  these  ailments,  one  of  by  no  means  unusual  occurrence  is  a 
state  of  undue  congnstion  of  the  urethra,  which  sometimes  presents 
itself  in  an  acute  form,  at  other  times  has  a  chronic  character. 
Ill  the  I'ormer  case,  it  very  generally  accompanies  a  similar  condi- 
tion of  the  pelvic  viscera,  and  hence  is  chiefly  observed  eilher  in 
newly-married  women,  or  at  the  commencement  of  a  menstrual 
period,  or  is  experienced  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  pregnancy. 
It  is  then  attended  by  a  sense  of  itching  and  irritation  about  the 
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nretliral  orifice,  whicli  is  redder  than  natural,  slightly  swollen,  and 
tender  to  tlie  touch,  while  micturition  is  accompanied  by  a  scald- 
ing or  cutting  sensation,  the  discomfort  of  which  induces  the  pa- 
tient to  retain  her  urine  longer  than  usual. 

This,  however,  is  a  temporary  discomfort,  lasting  for  the  most 
part  no  longer  than  the  cause  which  produced  it,  though  its  fre- 
quent recurrence  may  no  doubt  issue  in  the  chronic  form  of  the 
ailment,  which  constitutes  an  abiding  source  of  annoyance  difficult 
to  remove  and  very  apt  to  recur.  This  chronic  congestion  of  the 
urethra  comes  on  with  no  apparent  exciting  cause  in  women  who 
have  given  birth  to  many  children,  the  interruption  to  the  free 
circulation  in  the  pelvic  vessels  having  no  doubt  produced  it,  for 
which  reason  it  also  sometimes  follows  on  attacks  of  uterine  iji- 
flammation,  or  of  pelvic  abscess,  or  comes  on  during  the  growth 
of  a  uterine  or  ovtirian  tumor.  It  adds  also  in  other  instances 
to  the  distress  produced  by  affections  of  the  bladder,  or  is  asso- 
ciated with  disease  of  the  kidney,  and  with  morbid  states  of  the 
urinary  secretion.  In  this  form  of  the  disease  there  is  very  con- 
siderable thickening  of  the  whole  canal,  which  may  be  traced  as 
a  firm  cord  as  thick  as  the  finger,  or  even  thicker,  running  under 
the  symphysis  pubis,  somewhat  tender  upon  pressure;  while  if 
the  nymphse  are  separated,  it  may  be  seen  as  a  large  swelling  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  entrance  of  the  vulva,  looking  almost  like  a 
distinct  tumor  growing  from  the  anterior  vaginal  wall.^  The 
long-standing  congestion  has  here  been  followed,  as  it  is  else- 
where, by  overgrowth  of  the  part,  by  hypertrophy  of  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  urethra,  and  hence,  though  the  swelling  may  vary  in 
size,  and  the  symptoms  which  it  produces  may  admit  of  very  great 
alleviation,  yet  they  never  entirely  disappear,  and  very  slight 
causes  suffice  to  reproduce  them. 

These  symptoms  consist  in  a  sense  of  fulness  and  aching,  ac- 
companied by  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  which  is  scarcely  at 
all  relieved  by  the  act  of  micturition.  The  erect  posture  aggra- 
vates these  discomforts,  as  do  sexual  intercourse  and  the  approach 
of  the  menstrual  period,  while  relief  is  obtained  by  rest  and  the 
recumbent  posture.  The  natural  tendency  of  the  affection  is,  as 
can  be  readily  understood,  to  grow  more  and  more  troublesome 
under  the  influence  of  those  causes  which  first  produced  it ;  at- 
tacks of  an  acute  kind  coming  on  every  now  and  then,  during 
which  the  urethra  becomes  more  swollen  and  more  tender,  and 
the  pain  in  micturition  extremely  severe.  In  one  instance  I  saw 
an  attack  of  this  kind  issue  in  the  occurrence  of  suppuration  in 
the  cellular  tissue  around  the  urethra,  and  on  puncturing  the  ab- 
scess quite  an  ounce  of  pus  escaped;  but  on  all  other  occasions 
these  attacks  have  subsided  almost  spontaneously,  and  without 
leading  to  any  such  result. 

There  is  no  other  condition  with  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  this 

1  This  condition  was  first  described  by  Sir  C.  Clarke,  Diseases  of  Women,  vol.  i, 
p.  309. 
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state  of  the  urethra  can  be  confounded.  The  only  caution,  there- 
fore, which  seems  to  me  necessary  as  to  this  point  concerns  the 
occasional  dependence  of  this  thickened  state  of  the  urethra  upon 
the  presence  of  one  of  those  small  vascular  excrescences  of  its 
mucous  membrane,  which  though  usually  seated  at  its  orifice,  are 
yet  sometimes  so  far  within  the  lips  of  the  canal  as  to  escape  a 
superficial  examination. 

The  acute  form  of  urethral  congestion  is  generally  so  brief  in 
its  duration  as  scarcely  to  call  for  treatment.  A  tepid  hip-bath, 
the  temporary  discontinuance  of  sexual  intercourse,  if  the  symp- 
toms have  succeeded  to  marriage,  the  avoidance  of  all  stimulants, 
mild  diluent  drinks,  and  slightly  alkaline  waters,  such  as  the 
potass,  or  the  Vichy  water,  generally  answer  every  purpose.  In 
the  chronic  form  of  the  evil,  attended  by  more  or  less  hypertro- 
phy of  the  tissue  of  the  urethra,  complete  rest  is  an  essential,  and 
the  avoidance  of  an^^  cause,  such  as  sexual  intercourse,  by  which 
congestion  about  the  pelvic  viscera  can  be  excited  or  maintained. 
Generally,  indeed,  if  the  urethral  hypertrophy  is  at  all  considera- 
ble, the  act  of  intercourse  is  attended  by  so  much  discomfort  as 
to  lead  to  its  discontinuance.  One  or  two  leeches  applied  by 
means  of  a  small  glass  leech-tube  to  the  urethra  itself,  and  re- 
peated weekly,  or  twice  a  week  for  a  short  time,  generally  aftbrd 
very  great  relief.  Frequent  cold  sponging,  and  the  use  of  cold 
astringent  lotions,  or  of  cold  hip-baths,  confirms  the  improvement 
which  depletion  and  careful  dietetic  measures  had  obtained.  I 
have  found,  however,  that  any  attempt  at  the  employment  of 
pressure,  as  suggested  by  Sir  C.  Clarke,  was  attended  by  more 
annoyance  than  advantage,  and  therefore  content  myself,  as  the 
removal  of  the  hypertrophied  tissue  cannot  be  expected,  with  ex- 
plaining to  the  patient  the  nature  of  her  ailment,  and  the  simple 
means  by  which,  though  she  cannot  expect  a  cure,  she  may  always 
obtain  for  herself  great  alleviation. 

Under  the  name  of  vascular  tumors  of  the  orifice  of  the  meatus 
u7-inarius,  Sir  C.  Clarke  described  a  very  painful  aft'ection,  which 
though  it  had  not  altogether  escaped  the  observation  of  previous 
writers,  had  yet  received  comparatively  little  notice.  These  tumors 
are  hypertrophied  papillre  made  up  of  elementary  fibro-eellular  tis- 
sue, covered  by  a  layer  of  tessellated  epithelium,  the  thickness  of 
which  varies  much  in  different  instances,  and  very  richly  sup})lied 
with  vessels.'  They  grow  from  the  lower,  and  otten  also  from 
the  lateral  margin  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  they  scarcely 
ever  involve  the  whole  of  its  circuniferenee,  or  spring  from  its 
up]t(!r  border.  Sometimes  they  are  rurnished  with  a  juHJicle,  the 
])\i\k  of  the  growtii  in  that  case  i)r()jccting  beyond  the  uretliral 
orifice,  but  often  they  are  sessile,  and  then  distend  its  aperture, 
leaving  a  narrow  passage  at  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra,  through 

'  Sir  C.  Clarko,  Diseases  of  Women,  Part  I,  p.  803.  Paget,  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  ji.  'JS'J, 
not(!  ;  JJurlord,  Noriimn,  Linidon  and  Ed.  AJoiit/di/  Journal,  Juno,  184'J,  wliirJi  cuu- 
titiiis  an  ucfoiiiit  of  tlicir  iiiicroscDpic  slrm-turc  by  Mr.  Quekett;  and  again  in 
London  Journal  oj  Medicine,  l"'ob.  18W,  p.  140. 


FROM    THE    URETHRA.  501 

whicli  the  urine  flows,  tliougli  not  readily;  the  obstacle  to  its  out- 
flow occasioning  considerable  dilatation  of  the  canal  behind  the 
excrescence.  These  growths  vary  much  both  in  size,  in  vascu- 
larity, and  in  sensitiveness ;  but  they  do  not  in  general  exceed  the 
bigness  of  a  currant,  are  frequently  smaller ;  and  I  have  never  seen 
one  larger  than  a  hazel-nut,  though  instances  are  alleged  of  their 
attaining  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  or  even  a  still  greater  magni- 
tude. Their  vascularity  and  their  sensitiveness  are  generally  pro- 
portionate to  each  other ;  those  whose  color  is  most  vivid,  bleeding 
the  most  easily,  having  apparently  the  most  delicate  epithelial 
covering,  and  the  most  exquisite  tenderness. 

The  most  vascular  of  these  growths  are  of  a  bright  cherry-red, 
while  those  which  are  least  so  are  of  the  same  color  with  the  sur- 
rounding mucous  membrane.  Though  frequently  solitary,  yet,  in 
many  instances,  two  or  three  separate  growths  are  situated  at  the 
edge  of  the  urethra,  or  just  within  its  orifice ;  and  it  is  by  no  means 
unusual  to  observe  several  small  excrescences  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, but  generally  of  a  much  smaller  size,  springing  from  difierent 
points  of  the  vestibulum.  Sometimes,  indeed,  they  are  scarcely 
larger  than  the  head  of  a  blanket  pin,  but  of  a  vivid  red  color, 
and  most  exquisitely  tender.  Those  growths  which  occupy  the 
urethra  seldom  extend  above  a  sixth,  or  a  fourth  of  an  inch  along 
its  canal,  but  now  and  then  they  reach  further,  and  cases  are  re- 
lated in  which  almost  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra  has  been 
the  seat  of  these  excrescences,  a  condition  the  more  unfortunate 
since  it  is  almost  impossible  of  cure. 

The  symptoms  to  which  these  outgrowths  give  rise  are,  pain  in 
micturition,  sometimes  of  extreme  severity,  though  in  other  cases 
in  which  the  sensibility  of  the  tumor  is  lowest,  the  sensation  is 
one  of  discomfort  rather  than  of  severe  suffering.  Coupled  with 
this,  there  is  in  many  instances  pain  on  any  attempt  at  sexual 
intercourse,  and  this  pain  is  often  aggravated  by  the  presence  of 
the  small  outgrowths  to  which  reference  has  been  made  about  the 
vestibulum.  The  presence  of  these  growths  does  not  produce  a 
frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  not  infre- 
quently happens  that,  on  account  of  the  pain  which  attends  the 
effort  at  micturition,  patients  acquire  the  habit  of  retaining  their 
urine  for  a  longer  time  than  natural.  When,  however,  the  long 
continuance  of  the  irritation  has  produced  that  thickening  of  the 
urethra  which  was  spoken  of  a  short  time  ago,  its  characteristic 
symptoms  manifest  themselves  in  a  constant  sense  of  weight  and 
aching,  and  frequent  desire  to  pass  water. 

It  is  not  possible  to  say  on  what  these  outgrowths  depend, 
though  they  have,  in  my  experience,  been  much  less  common  in 
the  single  than  in  the  married,  and  in  the  young  than  in  the 
middle  aged.  Thus  of  21  cases  of  which  I  preserved  a  record,  18 
occurred  in  married  women,  only  3  in  those  who  were  single. 
Five  of  the  patients  were  upwards  of  50  years  old,  4  between  40 
and  50,  6  between  30  and  40,  5  between  20  and  30,  and  only  one 
was  under  20  years  of  age.     All  but  three  of  the  married  women 
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had  given  birth  to  children,  and  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  patients 
there  was  a  history  of  previous  vaginitis  or  gonorrhcea;  a  circum- 
stance which  favors  the  suggestion  of  Scanzoni/  that  in  some 
instances  these  outgrowths  depend  on  previous  chronic  urethritis. 

There  is  a  condition  in  some  respects  allied  to  this,  and  produc- 
tive of  some  of  the  same  symptoms,,  in  which  a  tumor  occupies 
and  obstructs  the  oritice  of  the  urethra,  formed  apparently  only 
by  a  hypertrophied  condition  of  the  otherwise  unaltered  mucous 
membrane,  a  fold  of  which  nearly  blocks  up  the  canal,  causing  it 
to  dilate  behind  the  point  of  obstruction,  and  thus  renders  the 
act  of  micturition  difficult  and  painful,  though  unattended  by  the 
acute  sensibility  which  accompanies  the  genuine  vascular  tumor. 
In  many  instances  this  hypertroph}^  of  the  urethral  mucous  mem- 
brane is  associated  with  the  presence  of  a  number  of  small  out- 
growths of  mucous  membrane,  fringing  the  orifice  of  the  vulva, 
or  growing  from  the  outer  edge  of  the  lips  of  the  urethra,  and 
productive  of  some  degree  of  irritation,  and  even  of  inconveni- 
ence in  sexual  intercoarse. 

The  treatment  of  these  excrescences,  of  whatever  kind,  is  abun- 
dantly simple,  and  consists  in  their  complete  removal,  and  in  the 
appplication  to  the  surface  whence  they  sprang  of  some  strong 
caustic,  or  of  the  actual  cautery,  in  order  to  prevent  their  repro- 
duction, which  is  otherwise  very  apt  to  occur.  I  am  accustomed 
always  to  apply  the  actual  cautery  for  this  purpose,  both  because 
it  most  efiectually  arrests  that  flow  of  blood,  which  I  have  known 
in  one  or  two  instances  where  it  was  not  employed  to  be  so  con- 
siderable as  to  excite  alarm,  and  also  because  it  has  seemed  to  me 
to  be  more  efficient  than  any  form  of  caustic  in  preventing  the 
reproduction  of  the  growth.^  The  operation,  though  of  very  short 
duration,  is  so  painful,  that  very  few  patients  can  dispense  with 
the  use  of  chloroform,  and  its  administration  is  the  more  needed 
since  it  is  essential  that  the  patient  should  remain  absolutely 
quiet  lest  the  urethra  should  be  injured.  Care  to  avoid  this  acci- 
dent is,  indeed,  the  only  precaution  specially  called  for  during  the 
excision  of  these  growths;  this,  however,  is  all  the  more  neces- 
sary, since  injury  to  the  oi'ifice  of  the  urethra  has  sometimes  been 
followed  by  incontinence  of  urine,  or  l)y  difficulty  in  its  retention. 

If  after  the  excision  of  these  growths  there  should  remain  any 
one  spot  where  their  removal  has  not  been  quite  complete,  or  if, 
though  no  excrescence  be  present,  a  state  of  morbid  vascularity 
of  tlie  urethra  should  continue,  such  as  sometimes  precedes  or  ac- 
coni]>anies  tlie  formation  of  these  little  excrescences,  cither  condi- 
tion is  generally  capaljle  of  removal  by  the  ap})lication  twice  a  day, 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  of  the  undiluted  liquor  plumbi. 

1  Kiwisch,  op.  cit.,  vol.  iii,  p.  208. 

2  Dr.  .Mcdoro,  of  Padua,  rccoiiiiiiondcd  somo  year.s  acjo  in  iiii  Ttnliaii  jiMininl, 
wlii'MCf?  it  wa.s  (;.\'trafl.(<i  in  Scliinidl'.s  Jalirhncher,  vol.  xxxvii,  p.  1S(1,  tlic  use  of 
the  actual  cuuti-ry,  without  previous  excision,  for  the  removal  of  these  growths. 
]  have  not  trifsd  it  in  thi.s  nuinncr,  but  as  an  adjunct  to  oxcisioo  1  bcliovu  it  to  be 
mo.st  desirable. 
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There  is  a  condition  of  chroiiic  ulceration  of  the  urethra  of  wliicli 
I  have  met  with  a  few  instances,  and  which  it  may  be  worth  wliile 
to  refer  to  here,  since,  though  I  believe  it  to  be  of  syphilitic  origin, 
and  therefore  to  lie,  strictly  speaking,  beyond  my  province,  I  yet 
have  found  no  mention  of  it  in  treatises  on  the  venereal  disease. 

The  alfection  has  come  six  times  under  my  observation  :  twice 
in  married  women,  who  acknowledged  to  having  suffered  from 
venereal  disease  ;  and  four  times  in  women  of  unchaste  life,  one 
of  whom  was  at  the  same  time  suifering  from  a  secondary  syphi- 
litic eruption.  In  every  instance  the  patients  alleged  either  that 
they  had  been  aware  of  the  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  or  that  they 
had  experienced  difficult  and  painfal  micturition  for  periods  vary- 
ing from  nine  months  to  five  years.  Twice  the  disease  was  asso- 
ciated with  an  excrescence  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  having  the  characters  of  the  less  vascular  form  of  those 
outgrowths  which  have  just  been  described.  The  ulceration  ap- 
pears to  commence  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  and  to  extend 
thence  inwards  towards  the  bladder,  producing  as  it  extends  a 
great  widening  of  the  canal,  and  a  patulous  state  of  its  orifice,  so 
that  the  finger-tip  can  enter  it  with  ease,  while  the  surface  is  the 
seat  of  large,  firm,  indolent  granulations,  which  secrete  a  small 
quantity  of  a  muco-purulent  fiuid,  are  not  in  general  very  tender 
to  the  touch,  but  highly  sensitive  to  the  passage  of  urine.  I  have 
met  with  this  ulceration  of  the  urethra  independent  of  any  other 
disease  of  the  sexual  organs,  but  have  also  observed  it  in  cases 
where  previous  ulceration  had  destroyed  the  clitoris  and  the  nym- 
phse,  and  have  seen  it  associated  with  unhealthy  ulceration  about 
the  posterior  commissure  of  the  labia  and  the  entrance  of  the  vulva ; 
as  also  with  those  small  condylomatous  growths  about  the  vulva 
in  cases  of  vascular  tumor  of  the  urethra,  and  these  latter,  indeed, 
are  more  commonly  "present  than  absent.  When  the  disease  has 
advanced  far,  or  has  been  of  long  standing,  the  cellular  tissue  be- 
neath the  urethra  usually  becomes  considerably  thickened,  and 
I  have  seen  the  lower  wall  of  the  urethra  represented  by  a  dense, 
cartilaginous  substance,  not  unlike  one  of  the  lips  of  a  hypertro- 
phied  and  partially  procident  cervix  uteri ;  while  on  two  occasions 
I  have  been  able  to  carry  my  finger  along  the  whole  length  of  the 
canal  into  the  bladder. 

Even  when  not  very  far  advanced  this  disease  causes  difficulty 
in  the  retention,  or  actual  incontinence  of  urine,  while,  when  it  has 
extended  along  the  whole  canal,  and  left  its  aperture  permanently 
patulous,  the  patient  becomes  almost  completely  unable  to  retain 
her  urine  at  all.  One  such  case  I  saw  in  a  young  woman,  aged  22, 
in  whom  there  was  not  the  least  power  to  hold  the  urine :  an  in- 
firmity that  she  said  had  existed  many  months.  I  gave  her  an 
elastic  pessary  to  wear,  which,  by  pressing  against  and  mechani- 
cally closing  the  urethra,  rendered  her  more  comfortable.  Once, 
also,  I  saw  a  prostitute  whose  ulcerated  urethra  was  so  widely 
open  that  two  fingers  could  be  passed  into  the  bladder  with  ease. 
She  was  constantly  soaked  with  urine ;  but  in  spite  of  her  loatli- 
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some  condition  still  plied  her  trade,  and  no  argument  could  induce 
her  to  abandon  it. 

"Whether  these  cases  are  truly  syphilitic,  or  whether  they  de- 
serve more  properly  to  be  classed  with  the  rodent  ulcer,  or  lupus 
exedeus,  I  am  at  present  unprepared  to  say.  On  the  one  hand 
their  directly  syphilitic  origin  may  appear  to  be  rendered  doubt- 
ful by  the  circumstance  that  in  only  one  instance  was  there  any 
evidence  of  then  existing  venereal  taint ;  while  on  the  other  hand 
the' aiiection  of  the  urethra  differs  from  the  other  forms  of  rodent 
ulcer,  lupus,  or  esthiomene,  in  being  unattended  by  the  same  dis- 
position to  great  thickening  of  the  adjacent  tissues,  which,  in  the 
case  of  lupus  of  the  vulva,  approximates  the  affection  at  a  first 
glance  very  closely  to  elephactiasis. 

In  its  less  severe  forms  I  have  seen  this  condition  greatly  im- 
prove, the  pain  in  passing  water  diminish,  and  the  ulcerations 
cicatrize  under  the  use,  twice  a  day,  of  a  lotion  composed  of  5j  of 
oxide  of  zinc  suspended  by  means  of  half  an  ounce  of  mucilage  in 
an  ounce  of  water,  and  injected  into  the  urethra,  while  the  surface 
was  shielded  from  the  irritation  of  the  urine  by  the  abundant  ap- 
plication to  it  of  the  zinc  ointment.  At  the  same  time  the  con- 
tinued employment  of  the  iodide  of  potass  and  syrup  of  iodide  of 
iron  have  seemed  to  exercise  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  patient's 
general  health,  which  in  every  instance  has  appeared  to  be  indif- 
ferent. For  the  most  part,  however,  these  measures  seldom  prove 
more  than  palliatives  ;  but  in  one  case  of  very  long  standing,  when 
other  means  had  completely  failed,  the  repetition  three  or  four 
times  of  the  actual  cautery  was  of  the  most  signal  benefit.  It  was 
of  course  applied  but  lightly,  so  as  not  to  destroy  the  tissues  to 
any  depth ;  and  under  its  use  the  large  granulations  by  degrees 
disappeared,  leaving  a  healthy  surface  behind ;  the»pain  in  mic- 
turition subsided;  the  wide  urethra  contracted  its  dimensions; 
and  the  patient  regained  the  power  of  holding  her  urine.  I  am 
not  prepared,  however,  to  say  how  far  in  this  instance  the  amend- 
ment was  lasting,  or  how  far  the  most  extreme  cases  would  be 
amenable  to  the  same  treatment. 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  these  lectures,  the  interest  which  I 
would  fain  persuade  myself  attached  in  some  degree  to  the  subjects 
that  were  brought  before  your  notice  diminishes,  I  fear,  at  almost 
every  step.  We  have  come  now  to  the  study  of  ailments  purely 
local  in  their  character,  often,  indeed,  painful,  always  annoying, 
sometimes  dangerous,  but  which  yet  afibrd  small  matter  for  inves- 
tigation, and  seem  to  yield  little  scope  for  the  exercise  of  the 
higher  qualities  of  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  But  an  observa- 
tion which  I  made  some  years  ago,  when  addressing  the  seniors  of 
our  proCcsBion,  may  perhaps  be  repeated  witluMit  apology  to  those 
who  are  ]mt  beginning  the  exercise  of  nuMlicine,  and  on  whom  it 
cannot  be  too  deeply  impressed  that  "the  thousand  smaller  ills 
to  which  mankind  is  subject,  bring,  in  their  frequent  repetition, 
as  much  suilering,  cause  as  much  sorrow,  and  therefore  are  as 
worthy  of  our  heartiest  labor  to  understand,  and  ofour  bcs-t  cllbrts 


ACUTE    INFLAMMATION    OF    THE    VAGINA.  505 

to  relieve,  as  those  perilous  visitants — inflammations,  fevers,  apo- 
plexies, which  threaten  hfe  only  at  long  intervals,  or  on  rare  occa- 

BlOUS."^ 

With  this  preface  let  us  now  pass  to  the  study  of  the  diseases  of 
the  vagina,  and  of  the  external  organs  of  generation.  And  first 
among  the  ailments  of  the  vagina  we  may  notice,  as  we  have  done 
in  the  case  of  other  organs,  those  affections  which  are  the  result 
of  inflammation  either  in  an  acute  or  in  a  chronic  form. 

The  acute  form  of  inflammation  of  the  v«^ma,  apart  from  those 
cases  in  which  it  occurs  in  the  puerperal  state,  is  probably  oftenest 
due  to  impure  sexual  intercourse.  Between  gonorrhoea,  however, 
and  acute  vaginitis  dependent  on  any  other  cause,  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  certain  distinction  furnished  either  by  the  character 
of  the  symptoms  or  by  their  severity,  while  a  similar  treatment  ia 
applicable  to  both.  When  dependent  on  the  contagion  of  gonor- 
rhoea, the  symptoms  generally  commence  within  three  days  after 
the  suspected  intercourse  ;  but  vaginitis  may  be  equally  excited 
by  exposure  to  cold  or  wet,  and  especially  by  getting  wet-footed ; 
by  local  irritation  of  the  sexual  organs,  by  intemperate  or  unac- 
customed sexual  intercourse,  and  to  this  latter  cause  attacks  of 
moderately  severe  vaginitis  are  not  very  rarely  due  in  newly- 
married  women. 

A  disagreeable  sense  of  fulness,  heat  and  tenderness  about  the 
vulva,  with  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  and  pain  and  scalding 
in  the  act  of  micturition,  are  the  symptoms  with  which  it  sets  in. 
Sometimes  there  is  associated  with  these  discomforts  great  swell- 
ing of  the  labia,  which  are  so  tender  that  the  sitting  posture  can 
scarcely  be  borne,  while  a  feeling  of  aching  and  weight  extends 
along  the  perineum,  and  considerable  tenderness  of  the  hypogas- 
trium  announces  that  the  bladder  has  become  involved  by  the 
advance  of  the  inflammation.  For  the  first  twenty-four  hours  the 
customary  secretion  is  suppressed ;  but  a  discharge  then  begins 
to  be  poured  out  in  great  abundance  ;  yellow,  acrid,  purulent, 
occasionally  streaked  with  blood,  always  of  an  ofiensive  smell. 
This  discharge  is  chiefly  furnished  from  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
vagina,  though  the  inner  surface  of  the  nymphse,  and  the  parts 
about  the  vestibulum  also  contribute  to  it,  and  sometimes  the  in- 
flammation extends  along  the  vaginal  canal,  the  whole  of  which 
may  then  pour  out  the  discharge.  In  a  few  instances  the  mischief 
extends  even  further;  I  have  seen  internal  metritis  supervene 
upon  inflammation  of  the  vagina,  and  two  successive  attacks  of 
vaginitis,  after  an  interval  of  eighteen  months,  were  followed  in 
the  same  patient  by  such  severe  peritonitis  as  to  call  on  each  occa- 
sion for  the  abstraction  of  blood.  These,  however,  are  purely 
exceptional  occurrences  ;  and  in  most  instances  the  affection  re- 
mains limited  to  the  vulva  and  the  lower  part  of  the  vagina. 

If  the  parts  are  examined  during  the  acute  stage  of  the  affection, 
they  appear  of  a  bright  red  color,  shining,  and  swollen,  while  if 

1  Croonian  Lectures,  8vo.,  London,  1854,  p.  94. 
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the  finger  is  introduced  into  the  vag'ina,  the  heat  of  the  parts  will 
be  found  to  be  greatly  increased.  The  introduction  of  the  finger 
even  is  almost  alwa^'S  excessivel}''  painful,  and  the  tenderness  is 
so  great  as  to  render  the  employment  of  the  speculum  quite  im- 
possible. During  the  severity  of  the  onset  of  the  disease,  an 
abscess  sometimes  forms  in  one  or  other  labium,  usuall^y,  if  not 
invariably,  having  its  seat  in  Covi^per's  gland,  but,  supposing  this 
not  to  be  case,  the  swelling  and  tenderness  generally  abate  in  four 
or  five  days,  the  discharge  loses  its  acrid  character  and  ofiensive 
odor,  and  except  that  its  quantity  is  excessive,  difl:ers  little  from 
the  muco-purulent  secretion  wdiich  constitutes  ordinary  leucor- 
rhoea. 

These  changes  in  the  character  of  the  discharge  appear  to  depend 
on  the  more  or  less  abundant  presence  of  pus  globules,  and  of  the 
tessellated  epithelium  of  the  vagina:  desquamation  of  which  takes 
place  so  very  abundantly  in  vaginal  leucorrhoea  that  it  furnishes 
us,  as  Dr.  Tyler  Smith'  has  shown,  with  a  very  valuable  means  of 
determining  the,  source  of  the  discharge  from  which  a  patient 
suffers.  To  a  very  great  extent  also  similar  information  may  be 
gathered  from  the  discovery  in  the  discharge  of  a  small  infusorial 
animalcule  first  described  by  M.  Donne,  and  once  supposed  by 
him  to  be  pathognomonic  of  gonorrhceal,  as  distinguished  from 
simple  vaginitis.  He  soon,  however,  found  cause  to  renounce  this 
opinion,  though  he  still  alleges  that  the  Tricliomonas  is  never  ob- 
served in  healthy  vaginal  mucus,  but  only  in  the  secretion  when 
containing  a  large  admixture  of  pus  globules.  This  latter  state- 
ment, too,  is  confirmed  by  the  researches  of  Kolliker  and  Scanzoni,^ 
who  further  add  the  remark,  that  while  never  present  in  the  cer- 
vical mucus,  and  by  that  circumstance  plainly  demonstrated  to 
be  something  more  than  a  mere  cell  of  ciliary  epithelium,  as  has 
been  sometimes  imagined,  the  Trichomonas  is  on  the  one  hand  not 
constantly  present  in  vaginal  leucorrhcca,  and  on  the  other  the 
existence  of  the  disease  in  a  grave  form  is  by  no  mean^  essential 
to  its  development,  since  it  is  found  in  some  persons  in  ap})arent 
health,  and  in  whom  the  admixture  of  pus  globules  with  the  dis- 
charge though  evident,  is  yet  not  very  considerable. 

It  may  perhaps  be  added,  that  as  the  microscope  fails  to  furnish 
us  with  a  means  of  distinguisliing  between  gonorrhocal  and  simi)le 
vaginitis,  so  no  sym[)tom  or  combination  of  symptoms  is  absolutely 
conclusive  on  this  point.  The  amount  of  affection  of  the  urethra 
certainly*  strengthens  the  suspicion  of  the  gonorrheal  origin  of 
the  disease ;  but  urethral  inflammation  and  discliargc  arc  some- 
times present  in  cases  where  no  suspicion  of  gonorrhtxia  can  for  a 
moment  be  entertained,  and  according  to  M.  Kieord,  are  likewise 
absent  in  cases  avowedly  due  to  impure  intercourse,  about  once  in 
every  three  times. 

1  On  Leur.orrli<i(i,&,c.,  cluip.  iv,  pp.  51-70. 

'  S(!f!  with  r(ir<Tciic(j  i(j  tln^se  |)oints,  tlic  very  clnlxinitc  iiivoRtijjjationsof  KiiUikor 
and  Scariznni,  on  the  HcciM'lion  of  the  mucous  nii'Mihi-aiu^  of  llic  V!u;iiui  and  cervix 
uicri,  iu  ycunzuni's  Bcltrugc,  &c.,  vol.  ii,  Wiirt/^burg,  1855,  pp.  128-140. 
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It  is  comparatively  seldom,  at  any  rate  in  private  practice,  that 
vaginitis  or  vaginal  leucorrhcea  comes  under  our  notice  in  its  acute 
stage.  If  it  does,  the  employment  of  tepid  hip-baths,  of  tepid 
vaginal  injections,  rest,  and  mild  laxatives,  usually  suffice  to  aiford 
relief,  while  as  the  inflammatory  symptoms  subside  injections  of 
cold  water,  of  the  diluted  liquor  plumbi,  of  solutions  of  sulphate 
of  zinc,  or  of  alum,  will  restrain,  and  in  a  week  or  two  put  a  stop 
to  the  profuse  discharge  which  for  a  season  remains  behind.  ITow 
and  then,  however,  if  the  pain  is  very  severe,  the  tenderness  great, 
and  the  swelling  of  the  labia  considerable,  it  is  expedient  to  apply 
eight  or  a  dozen  leeches  to  the  vulva,  to  encourage  the  bleeding  by 
a  warm  hip-bath,  and  a  warm  bread-and-water  poultice,  and  after- 
wards to  keep  warm  fomentations  of  two  parts  of  the  decoction  of 
poppy  and  one  part  of  the  diluted  lead  lotion  constantly  applied 
to  the  vulva.  These  measures  will,  in  most  cases,  within  less  than 
twenty-four  hours,  reduce  a  state  of  previously  intense  suffering 
to  one  of  very  bearable  discomfort.  Sometimes,  however,  the  diffi- 
culty and  pain  in  passing  water  continue  very  distressing,  and  in 
that  case  the  extract  and  decoction  of  uva  ursi  with  small  doses  of 
liquor  potassa  and  of  the  tincture  of  henbane  seldom  fail  to  aflbrd 
very  speedy  and  very  marked  relief.  I  am  disposed  to  think, 
indeed,  from  my  hospital  experience,  that  the  complication  of  vagi- 
nitis with  some  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  bladder  often  fails 
to  receive  that  degree  of  attention  which  it  merits  ;  for  it  has  hap- 
pened to  me  not  infrequently  to  meet  with  patients  in  whom  very 
distressing  dysuria,  the  evident  result  of  chronic  cystitis,  was 
referred  back  to  some  acute  attack  of  leucorrhcea  or  gonorrhoea 
which  had  occurred  months  before. 

But  it  is,  as  I  have  stated,  a  more  chronic  form  of  ailment  with 
which  we  oftener  have  to  do,  and  this  not  only  in  cases  where  a 
leucorrhceal  discharge  has  been  left  behind  after  the  subsidence  of 
the  acute  attack,  but  in  a  large  number  of  instances  where  the 
ailment  has  been  chronic  from  the  outset.  Such  are  many  of  the 
cases  of  leucorrhcea  that  occur  in  women  exhausted  by  frequent 
childbearing,  or  by  prolonged  lactation,  or  by  menorrhagia.  Such, 
too,  are  the  instances  in  which  leucorrhcea  accompanies  chlorosis, 
and  of  the  same  kind  are  those  abundant  discharges  from  the 
sexual  organs  which  take  place  in  strumous  children,  and  which, 
sometimes  assuming  a  subacute  character,  and  being  associated 
with  much  swelling  of  the  external  parts,  have  been  erroneously 
supposed  to  be  due  to  criminal  attempts  at  intercourse.  I  may 
just  add,  however,  that  the  discharge  in  the  case  of  the  child  takes 
place  almost  entirely  from  the  parts  in  front  of  the  hymen,  and  is 
the  result,  therefore,  rather  of  vulvitis  than  of  vaginitis.  Any 
condition  which  maintains  or  is  dependent  on  habitual  venous 
congestion  of  the  abdominal  viscera  is  apt  to  be  associated  with 
vaginal  leucorrhcea.  Hence  the  discharge  is  often  observed  not 
only  in  women  who  suffer  from  ovarian  or  other  abdominal  tu- 
mors, but  also  in  patients  liable  to  disorders  of  the  liver,  or  to 
hemorrhoidal  affections,  or  who  suffer  from  habitual  constipation. 
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Uterine  tumors,  and  uterine  misplacements  are,  as  it  is  almost 
needless  to  observe,  apt  to  be  associated  with  vaginal  leucorrhoea; 
while  even  in  those  cases  in  which  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
discharge  is  poured  out  from  the  interior  of  the  uterus,  there  is 
almost  invariably  a  large  admixture  of  secretion  furnished  from  the 
w^alls  of  the  vagina. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  chances  of  cure  of  this  chronic  vaginal 
leucorrhoea  depend  entirely  on  the  uncomplicated  character  of  the 
ailment,  or  on  the  diseases  with  which  it  is  associated  being  of  a 
kind  to  admit  of  removal.  Thus,  the  leucorrhoea  attendant  on 
uterine  tumors,  while  in  itself  it  need  not  excite  any  solicitude, 
yet  scarcely  admits  of  cure,  its  restraint  by  astringent  lotions 
being  all  that  can  be  attempted.  For  the  same  reason,  too,  those 
vaginal  discharges  which  are  associated  with  abdominal  tumors 
do  not  admit  of  cure ;  while  in  those  instances  in  which  they 
accompany  hepatic  disorder  or  abdominal  congestion,  as  is  not  in- 
frequently the  case  in  women  after  the  middle  period  of  life,  and 
in  whom  menstruation  has  ceased,  the  cure  of  the  local  ailment 
depends  on  the  removal  of  the  constitutional  disorder.  The 
leucorrhoea  of  the  feeble  and  chlorotic  obviously  needs  a  tonic 
plan  of  treatment,  and  the  administration  of  chalybeates,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  employment  of  local  remedies;  w^hile,  iii  the  case  of 
children,  it  is  always  necessary  to  ascertain  that  the  discharge 
from  the  vulva  is  not  produced  by  the  irritation  of  ascarides  in 
the  rectum. 

But,  not  to  dwell  upon  points  which  are  almost  self-evident,  I 
must  just  notice  some  of  the  more  useful  astringent  applications; 
for  to  these  local  means  we  must  chiefly  trust,  since  there  are  no 
internal  remedies  that  exercise  a  direct  influence  on  vaginal  dis- 
charges in  the  same  way  as  cubebs  and  copaiba  restrain  uterine 
leucorrhoea.  First  among  these  means  stands  the  abundant  use  of 
cold  water,  either  for  ablution,  for  vaginal  injection,  or  in  the  form 
of  the  hip-bath;  for  simple  though  it  is,  and  therefore  often  too 
little  had  recourse  to,  it  is  not  only  very  efl&cacious,  but  in  many 
instances  suffices  of  itself  to  arrest  the  discharge,  and,  if  continued, 
to  prevent  its  return.  The  water  may  be  rendered  more  astringent 
by  the  addition  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  alum  to  each 
pint  of  water  used  for  injection,  or  by  mixing  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  alum  with  the  water  used  ibr  the  hip-bath,  and  which  should 
be  employed  either  on  rising  from  bed,  or,  at  any  rate,  during  the 
morning  hours,  not  just  before  going  to  rest  at  night.  The  alum 
bath  has  the  advantage  of  being  one  of  the  best  astringents,  and 
also  of  being  one  of  those  remedies  with  which  a  patient  cnn 
always  8U])ply  herself  without  the  intervention  of  the  chemist.  If, 
however,  it  should  fail,  as  all  local  applications,  if  long  continued, 
are  in  turn  ;i])t  to  do,  a  moi-e  ])0\vcrful  injection  may  be  obtained 
by  the  addition  of  a  drachm  of  tannin  to  each  two  drachms  of  the 
alum,  or  by  dissolving  the  alum  in  decoction  of  oak-bark  instead 
of  in  water.  Both  of  these  lotions,  however,  have  the  disadvantage 
of  staining  the  linen  almost  as  indelibly  as  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
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though  not  of  so  dark  a  color.  The  lead  lotions  of  various  strengths, 
and  lotions  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  either  alone,  or  in  combination 
with  alum,  may  also  be  employed,  if  other  means  fail ;  but  failures 
very  often  depend  on  the  inefficient  use  of  the  injection,  rather 
than  on  any  fault  in  the  remedy  itself;  and  it  is  therefore  always 
of  importance  to  ascertain  that  the  patient  employs  a  syringe  of 
sufficient  size,  and  that  she  uses  the  injection  when  in  a  recumbent 
and  not  in  a  sitting  posture.  It  is  also  always  desirable  that  cold 
water  should  be  injected  into  the  vagina,  so  as  to  remove  the  dis- 
charge as  much  as  possible  before  the  medicated  injection  is 
employed. 

I  have  no  personal  experience  of  the  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  in 
solution  or  in  substance  in  cases  of  chronic  leucorrhoea.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  in  instances  of  very  obstinate  dis- 
charge after  acute  gonorrhoeal  vaginitis,  the  remedy  has  proved  of 
great  service.^  For  very  obstinate  cases  of  vaginal  leucorrhoea  a 
plan  of  Scanzoni's  will  probably  be  found  successful.^  He  intro- 
duces into  the  vagina  a  plug  of  cotton-wool,  the  outer  surface  of 
which  has  been  bestrewn  with  alum  in  powder ;  or  if  there  be 
much  sensitiveness  of  the  parts,  with  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  alum 
and  one  or  two  parts  of  loaf-sugar.  This  plug  should  not  be  allowed 
to  remain  longer  than  twelve  hours  at  a  time,  nor  should  its  intro- 
duction be  repeated  oftener  than  every  second  or  third  day,  injec- 
tions of  tepid  water  being  employed  in  the  intervals.  The  chief 
drawback  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan  seems  to  be  that  unless 
carefully  watched  a  very  troublesome  vaginitis  may  be  induced  by 
the  remedy,  which  in  that  case  may  aggravate  instead  of  arresting 
the  discharge.  M.  Guerin,^  whose  experience  in  the  management 
of  this  class  of  ailments  is  so  extensive,  speaks  also  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  result  of  introducing  a  plug  of  cotton-wool,  of  the  size 
of  a  walnut,  and  containing  about  a  teaspoonful  of  powdered  alum, 
through  the  speculum,  and  quite  up  to  the  fundus  of  the  vagina, 
where  he  allows  it  to  remain  five  or  six  days.  He  does  not  seem 
to  have  experienced  any  graver  inconvenience  from  its  use  than  a 
little  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  near  the  fourchette,  as 
the  dissolved  alum  comes  in  contact  with  it,  and  which  is  readily 
removed  by  washing  with  tepid  water.  For  the  majority  of  cases 
even  of  very  chronic  leucorrhoea,  however,  a  very  efficacious  and 
probably  a  safer  mode  of  keeping  the  astringent  in  constant  con- 
tact with  the  vaginal  walls  is  furnished  by  the  use  of  the  alum  or 
tannin  pessaries  of  Dr.  Simpson.^ 

Attention  was  specially  drawn  some  few  years  ago  by  M.  Deville, 
of  Paris,^  to  what  he  believed  to  be  a  previously  unnoticed  form 

1  Acton,  On  the  Generative  Organs,  &c.,  p.  287.  ^  Qp_  (.{f^^  p    287. 

^  Maladies  des  Organes  Genitaux  Exte^mes  de  la  Femme,  8vo.,  Paris,  1864,  p.  3G3. 

*  Ed.  Montidy  Journal,  June,  1848,  and  Obstetric  Works,  p.  98.  Forraulie  are 
given  there  for  various  kinds  of  pessaries.  The  alum  and  tannin  are  made  as  fol- 
lows:  R.  Tanninse  ^ij,  Cerce  albaa  ^v,  Axungije  ^^vi,  misce,  et  divide  in  Pessos 
quatuor.  R.  Alum,  sulph.  ^j,  pulv.  Catechu  gj,  Cerse  flavse  gj,  Axungise  gvss. 
Misce,  et  divide  in  Pessos  quatuor. 

*  Archives  de  Medecine,  Quatri^me  S^rie,  tome  v,  pp.  305,  417. 
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of  inflammation  of  the  vagina,  and  to  which,  from  its  anatomical 
peculiarities,  he  applied  the  name  of  granular  vaginitis.  These 
peculiarities  consist  in  the  presence  of  numerous  round,  shot-like 
bodies  of  a  more  vivid  red  color  than  the  adjacent  tissues,  in  the 
depressions  between  the  rugae  of  the  vagina,  and  especially  abun- 
dant towards  the  upper  part  of  the  canal.  These  bodies  were  im- 
agined to  be  the  hypertrophied  follicles  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
and  were  supposed  to  bear  a  large  share  in  secreting  the  abundant 
thick  yellow  discharge  which  was  poured  out  from  the  vagina. 
The  affection  was  further  observed  to  be  connected  very  closely 
with  the  pregnant  state,  while  it  scarcely  ever  occurred  in  women 
wdio  had  not  at  some  comparatively  recent  period  given  birth  to 
children; 

The  researches  of  minute  anatomists,  and  especially  those  of  M. 
Mandt,'  have  shown,  however,  that  the  vagina  is  singularly  desti- 
tute of  mucous  follicles,  and  that  these  bodies  are  nothing  else 
than  hypertrophied  papillee.  This  discovery,  while  it  explains  the 
association  of  granular  vaginitis  with  the  pregnant  condition,  at 
once  deprives  it  of  all  claim  to  be  regarded  as  a  peculiar  disease. 
It  is  nothing  else  than  vaginitis,  associated  with  hypertrophy  of 
the  vaginal  papillae;  a  physiological  condition  in  pregnancy  ;  one 
which,*^ independent  of  that  state,  may  follow  or  accompany  long- 
continued  inflanmiation,  irritation,  or  discharge. 

On  two  occasions  I  have  met  with  cysts  projecting  into  tlie 
vagina.  In  one  instance  their  presence  gave  rise  to  no  inconve- 
nience, and  the  patient,  who  died  of  ffecal  abscess,  was  not  aware 
of  their  existence,  though  they  were  so  low  down  as  partially  to 
protrude  through  the  vulva.  Two,  which  were  of  the  size  of  a 
chestnut,  were  connected  with  the  posterior  vaginal  wall,  and  were 
60  firm  as  toconvey  the  impression  of  being  solid  fibrous  growths. 
The  anterior  cyst  was  smaller,  softer,  and  felt  like  a  small  vaginal 
cystocele.  The  surface  of  all  three  was  of  the  same  color  with 
that  of  the  adjacent  vaginal  wall.  After  death,  these  cysts  were 
found  to  have  firm,  thick,  fibrous  walls,  to  be  lined  by  a  polished 
membrane,  and  to  contain  a  perfectly  clear,  glairy,  yellowish,  and 
rather  viscid  fluid,  not  unlike  synovia;  the  anterior  cyst  diflering 
from  the  others  only  in  its  walls  being  rather  thinner.  Similar 
in  kind  to  this  was  a  cyst  described  by  Scanzoni,-  which  had 
slowly  developed  itselF  till  it  had  attained  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
Qgg.  It  had  proljably  been  many  years  in  course  of  development, 
for  the  patient  had  long  experienced  pain  in  sexual  intercourse, 
referred  to  tlie  situation  of  the  cyst,  and  this  pain  at  last  became 
so  Bcvere  as  to  render  the  act  impractical)le.  The  tumor  was 
seated  at  the  right  side  and  anterior  part  of  the  vagina  ;  it  was 
very  sensitive,  tense,  l)ut  yet  yielded  a  sense  offliu-tuation.  The 
mucous  membrane  covering  it  and  in  its  immediate  neighborhood 
was  very  red,  and  there  was  al)undant  secretion  ironi  the  vagina. 

'  Zrilsr/iri/tf.  Rai'wncUc  Mrdizui,  181!),  vol.  vii,  ]i.  1. 
a  Op.cit,  p.  470. 
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The  cyst  was  opened,  and  an  ounce  of  transparent  serous  fluid 
was  let  out  from  its  interior,  which  was  felt  to  be  lined  by  a  smooth 
membrane.  Injections  of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  were  made 
into  the  cyst  for  fourteen  days,  in  order  to  prevent  any  re  collection 
of  the  fluid,  and  apparently  with  good  effect;  for  six  months  after- 
wards no  trace  of  the  tumor  could  be  detected.  Almost  identical 
with  this  was  the  history  of  the  patient  in  my  second  case.  She 
was  a  married  woman,  aged  thirty  three,  who  for  some  seven  j^ears 
had  been  aware  of  the  presence  of  a  swelling  about  the  size  of  an 
egg,  which,  though  not  painful,  w^as  yet  the  cause  of  inconvenience 
in  sexual  intercourse,  wdiile  besides  she  had  more  or  less  aching 
about  the  vulva,  and  for  six  months  had  suffered  from  frequent 
desire  to  pass  water  and  from  pain  in  micturition.  The  situation 
and  appearance  of  the  swelling  were  such  as  immediately  to  sug- 
gest the  suspicion  that  it  was  a  procident  bladder,  and  it  was  only 
after  the  introduction  of  a  catheter  that  this  was  ascertained  not 
to  be  the  case.  It  was  of  the  size  of  an  egg,  projecting  between 
the  labia,  and  its  surface,  from  exposure,  had  assumed  much  of  the 
character  of  ordinary  integument.  It  was  elastic,  evidently  con- 
taining fluid,  was  situated  at  the  upper  part  and  rather  to  the  right 
side  of  the  vulva,  springing  from  the  under  surface  of  the  right 
nympha,  and  sufficiently  movable  to  allow  of  its  being  pushed 
back  entirely  within  the  vagina.  On  puncture,  nearly  an  ounce 
of  glairy  fluid  was  evacuated,  and  the  cavity  was  afterwards  in- 
jected W'ith  equal  parts  of  tincture  of  iodine  and  water.  The  pre- 
vious uncomfortable  sensations  were  greatly  relieved  by  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  for  a  time  at  least  the  tumor  was  got  rid  of;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  fluid  re-collected. 

The  only  point  of  special  moment  connected  with  these  cysts 
regards  the  distinction  between  them  and  those  cases  in  which 
the  vaginal  wall  itself  is  prolapsed,  constituting  a  rectocele  or  a 
cystocele;  either  of  which  conditions,  when  of  long  standing,  is 
associated  with  thickening  of  the  vaginal  wall,  and  may  on  a 
superficial  examination  be  mistaken  for  a  cyst  in  these  situations. 
The  complete  disappearance  of  the  tumor  formed  by  the  prolapsed 
vagina  under  pressure,  and  its  increase  upon  any  effort  at  strain- 
ing, coupled  with  the  results  of  the  introduction  of  the  catheter, 
are  simple  and  conclusive  means  of  distinguishing  between  a 
swelling  produced  by  mere  vaginal  prolapse  and  one  dependent 
on  the  presence  of  a  cyst  in  its  walls. 

There  is  still  much  obscurity  with  reference  to  the  mode  of 
development  of  these  cysts,  though  Virchow^  is  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  they  originate  in  obstructed  mucous  follicles.  Such, 
no  doubt,  is  the  origin  of  those  small  superficial  submucous  cysts, 
seated  quite  low  in  the  vagina,  especially  around  the  urethra,  or  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  vaginal  wall,  of  which  M.  Huguier,^ 
to  whom  we  owe  an  elaborate  essay  on  the  subject,  also  makes 

'  Die  Krankhaften  Oeschwtihie,  vol.  i,  247. 

*  Mertwires  de  la  Socieie  de  Chirurgie  de  Paris,  vol.  i,  4to.,  1847,  pp.  326-39 i. 
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mention.  These  cysts,  wliicli  seldom  exceed  the  size  of  a  large 
pea,  and  are  often  smaller,  appear  to  be  merely  obstructed  mucous 
follicles,  since  their  walls  are  always  thin,  and  so  transparent  that 
their  contents  are  visible  through  them.  These  cysts,  with  which 
I  confess  that  I  am  not  familiar,  though  Huguier  speaks  of  them 
as  being  more  frequent  than  the  others,  seem  to  produce  no  symp- 
toms, but  to  burst  spontaneously,  or  to  give  way  during  sexual  inter- 
course, and  are  therefore  of  less  importance  even  than  the  others. 
My  knowledge  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  vagina  is  equall}^  frag- 
mentary, and  indeed  I  believe  them  to  be  still  rarer  than  cysts 
connected  with  its  wall.  In  the  only  instance  that  I  have  met 
with,  the  tumor,  which  was  spherical  in  form,  did  not  exceed  the 
size  of  a  cobnut,  gave  rise  to  no  symptoms,  and  remained  quite 
stationary  for  more  than  two  years,  during  which  period  the 
j)atient  was  under  my  observation.  Sometimes,  however,  tumors 
having  this  origin  acquire  a  very  considerable  size ;  and  the  late 
Professor  Kiwisch^  quotes  from  a  German  journal  the  history  of  a 
case  in  which  a  tumor  weighing  more  than  ten  pounds  sprang  by 
a  pedicle  of  two  fingers'  breadth  from  the  posterior  vaginal  wall, 
two  inches  from  the  orifice  of  the  canal.  Tumors  of  this  large  size, 
however,  are  possibly  fibro-cellular,  rather  than  strictly  speaking 
fibrous  growths,  and  spring  originally  not  from  the  substance  of 
the  vaginal  wall  so  much  as  from  the  cellular  tissue  around  it, 
but  naturally  grow  as  they  increase  in  size,  in  that  direction  where 
they  encounter  the  least  resistance,  and  thus  come  at  last  to  as- 
sume the  appearance  of  pedunculated  tumors  of  the  vagina.  Such 
is  probably  the  nature,  and  will  most  likely  be  the  progress,  of  a 
tumor  in  a  patient  who  was  under  my  care  in  June,  1857,  in  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital.  She  was  33  years  old,  had  been  married 
eight  years,  and  a  year  after  marriage  had  given  birth  to  her  only 
child.  She  professed  to  have  suflered  habitually  from  some  degree 
of  dysuria,  which  had  been  aggravated  after  her  marriage;  but  in 
August,  1856,  had  suddenly  become  so  much  worse,  after  suppres- 
sion of  the  catamenia,  from  catching  cold,  that  the  use  of  the 
catheter  became  necessary,  and  had  at  inten^als  been  required 
since.  Her  urine,  on  admission,  was  turbid  and  mixed  with 
blood,  but  her  general  health  was  good,  and  the  dysuria  almost 
disappeared  under  the  influence  of  rest  and  very  simple  treat- 
ment in  the  liospital.  The  cause  of  her  symptoms  seemed  to  be 
a  tumor,  about  three  fingers  broad,  somewhat  oval  in  form,  but 
with  its  larger  end  towards  the  uterus,  and  wliich  lay  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  urethra.  This  tumor  was  firm,  but  with  some  degree 
of  elasticity;  its  surface  Avas  smooth,  and  it  was  not  tender  on 
pressure.  Behind  it,  and  driven  quite  into  the  posterior  jiart  of  the 
pelvis,  was  the  healthy  utei'us,  wliicli  had  no  connection  "with  it 
whatever.  The  introduction  of  the  catheter  was  attended  by  some 
diilifulty,  and  the  instrument,  in  entering  the  bladder,  i)assed 
much  to  the  left  side.     Now,  supi)Osing  this  tumor  to  increase,  as 

*  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  5G0. 
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it  doubtless  will,  it  is  in  the  direction  of  tlie  vagina  that  it  will 
encounter  the  least  resistance ;  thither  it  will  therefore  grow,  and 
there  it  will  probably,  in  course  of  time,  present  itself  as  a  poly- 
poid tumor.  Such,  doubtless,  was  the  history  of  the  growth  of  a 
tumor  which  Mr.  Paget^  has  described,  and  which  I  had  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  with  him.  It  sprang  originally  from  the  right 
side  of  the  vagina,  and  the  patient  had  been  aware  of  its  existence 
for  between  -three  and  four  years,  though  she  had  sought  for 
medical  advice  on  account  of  it  only  within  the  previous  twelve- 
month. One  physician  whom  she  consulted  took  it  for  an  abscess, 
and  punctured  it;  another  recommended  the  employment  of  some 
support.  It  had  not  protruded  beyond  the  external  parts  till  some 
ten  days  before  its  removal  by  Mr.  Paget,  at  which  time  it  hung 
beyond  the  vulva  as  a  mass  five  inches  in  diameter,  of  a  somewhat 
pyriform  shape,  connected  by  a  pedicle,  an  inch  and  a  half  long 
and  of  the  same  thickness,  with  the  right  wall  of  the  vagina,  and 
the  tissues  beneath,  just  behind  the  right  nympha,  which  was  as 
it  were  arched  over  the  upper  part  and  right  side  of  the  neck  or 
pedicle  of  the  tumor.  Its  removal  was  accomplished  with  very 
little  loss  of  blood;  and  the  pedicle  was  found  to  pass  by  the 
outer  wall  of  the  vagina,  in  the  loose  tissue  between  it  and  the  ra- 
m.us  of  the  pubes,  and  reached  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  way  to  the 
uterus.  The  characters  of  the  tumor,  as  minutely  described  in 
Mr.  Paget' s  own  notes,  with  a  copy  of  which  he  favored  me,  were 
just  those  of  the  fibro-cellular  outgrowth,  w^hich  is  apt  in  all  situ- 
ations to  attain  a  size  such  as  the  firm  fibrous  tumor  less  often 
reaches,  and  is  always  much  slower  in  acquiring. 

The  subject  oi  maUgnant  disease  of  the  vagina  has  been  already 
in  a  measure  anticipated  in  the  remarks  made  upon  uterine  cancer. 
I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  that  the  rarity  of  primitive  cancer 
of  the  vagina  has  been  to  some  degree  exaggerated;  and  although 
the  main  features  of  the  disease  are  the  same  as  when  it  takes  its 
point  of  departure  from  the  womb  itself,  there  are  yet  some  reasons 
on  account  of  which  it  deserves  a  separate  notice.  Cancerous 
disease  of  the  vagina,  consequent  on  similar  afifection  of  the  uterus, 
begins  for  obvious  reasons  at  the  upper  part  of  the  vaginal  canal, 
and  travels  thence  downwards,  involving  in  general  the  anterior 
more  than  the  posterior  wall.  Primitive  cancer  of  the  vagina  does 
not  show  the  same  predilection  for  the  anterior  wall;  nor  does  it 
in  general  seem  to  begin  at  one  spot,  and  thence  extend;  but,  for 
the  most  part,  cancerous  infiltration  takes  place  into  the  whole  of 
one,  or  more  often  of  both  walls  of  the  vagina  simultaneously, 
and  is  at  least  as  obvious  near  the  vulva  as  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  uterus.  To  this  rule,  which  obtains  in  all  instances 
of  fungoid  cancer  of  the  vagina  (and  they  are  by  far  the  more 
numerous,  since  to  that  class  may  be  referred  15  out  of  19  cases 
of  which  I  have  a  record),  the  epithelial  variety  of  the  disease 

'  op.  cit.,  vol.  ii,  p.  115. 
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forms  an  exception  ;  for  in  that  the  mischief  seems  to  begin  at 
one  circumscribed  spot,  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  uterus,  and,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  in  the  posterior  wall;  and  to  extend  to 
the  subjacent  tissues  and  to  pass  into  the  state  of  ulceration,  while 
as  yet  the  womb  is  quite  unalfected,  and  apparently  heahhy  tissue 
is  to  be  found  both  above  and  below  the  seat  of  mischief 

The  following  statements  embody  the  chief  results  that  are 
deducible  from  the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred: 

In  15  instances  the  disease  was  fungoid ;  in  4  epithelial.  In  1 
case  only  the  disease,  which  was  fungoid,  was  limited  to  the  an- 
terior wall ;  and  in  1  of  fungoid  cancer,  the  right  side  of  the  vagina 
only  was  affected  when  I  saw  the  patient,  though  the  disease, 
doubtless,  extended  afterwards. 

In  6  cases,  of  which  2  were  fungoid  and  4  were  epithelial,  the 
disease  was  limited  to  th6  posterior  wall.  In  the  fungoid  cases 
the  posterior  uterine  lip  also  was  affected ;  in  the  epithelial,  the 
uterus  was  free,  though  in  one  instance  the  os  uteri  began  to  be 
red,  spongy,  abraded,  and  bleeding,  j-et  I  think  not  cancerous. 

In  11  cases,  all  of  which  were  instances  of  fungoid  disease,  both 
vaginal  walls  were  involved.  In  2,  however,  the  anterior  wall  was 
chiefly  affected. 

In  2  of  these  cases  the  contraction  of  the  vagina  prevented  the 
uterus  from  being  reached. 

In  1  case  there  was  an  outgrowth  from  the  interior  of  the  uterus, 
and  in  1  a  granular  state  of  the  anterior  lip,  the  nature  of  which 
was  doubtful. 

Or,  in  other  words,  in  6  cases  the  uterus  was  perfectly  healthy; 
in  2  it  could  not  be  reached;  in  2  the  affection  of  the  uterus  was 
slight,  and  its  nature  not  quite  certain ;  in  9  it  was  the  seat  of 
decided  cancerous  disease. 

With  reference  to  the  circumstances  which  favor  its  occurrence, 
cancer  of  the  vagina  seems  to  conform  to  the  same  rules  as  in- 
fluence the  development  of  uterine  cancer;  except,  perhaps,  that 
it  appears  to  come  on  at  a  later  period  of  life  than  cancer  of  the 
womb;  for  only  7  of  the  19  cases  were  observed  between  the  ages 
of  35  and  50;  and  the  remaining  12  between  the  ages  of  50  and 
6t3.  As  with  cancer  of  the  womb,  so  also  with  that  of  the  vagina, 
marriage  and  childbearing  apparently  favor  its  production  ;  for 
only  1  of  the  19  patients  was  unmariied;  while  the  remaining  18 
had  been  pregnant  ,95  times,  and  had  given  birth  to  8G  children ; 
or,  in  other  words,  there  were  5.3  pregnancies  and  4.7  labors  at 
the  full  period  to  each  niari-iage. 

I>(!y()nd  the  evidence  furnished  by  these  data  of  the  general 
coiifoi'Miity  of  vaginal  cancer  to  the  same  laws  as  govern  the  de- 
vel()i)rnent  of  cancer  of  the  uterus  itself,  I  do  not  Icnow  that  the 
conclusions  are  of  much  moment.  The  same  similarity,  however, 
between  the  two  IbniiB  of  disease,  obtains  also  between  its  symp- 
toms, whicliever  l>e  the  situation  that  it  occu[>ies,  and  the  duration 
of  the  iifiection  appears  to  be  about  the  same  in  both  instances. 
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The  early  symptoms  very  closely  resemble,  as  tliis  table  shows, 
those  which  attend  the  commencement  of  uterine  cancer. 

The  first  symptom  was  pain, in  4  cases. 

"  "  liemorrhage  without  pain,     .  "6      " 

"  "  "  with  "        .  "  6      " 

"  "  pain  and  discharge,      ...  "1      " 

"  "  discharge  without  pain,   .     ,  "2      " 

19 

Pain  seems  to  be  rather  more  frequent  as  an  early  symptom 
than  when  the  disease  begins  in  the  uterus  ;  and  pain  referred 
to  the  back,  increased  by  defecation  or  micturition,  is  also  of  very 
common  occurrence  throughout  the  disease.  The  pain  seems  of  a 
more  abidius;  kind  than  that  of  uterine  cancer,  thoua:h  in  a  laro^e 
proportion  of  instances  the  severe  paroxysms  of  suffering,  due  no 
doubt  in  great  measure  to  uterine  action  being  excited  by  the  ad- 
vance of  disease  in  the  womb,  are  absent.  The  reason  for  this  is 
furnished  by  the  fact  that  vaginal  cancer  may  run  its  course  to  its 
fatal  issue  without  the  womb  being  at  all  implicated,  though  there 
is  unquestionably  a  general  disposition  both  to  the  extension  of 
mischief  by  contiguity  to  the  uterus,  and  also  to  the  occurrence  of 
secondary  though  independent  affection  of  that  organ. 

Perforation  of  the  rectum,  or  of  the  bladder,  is  not  of  such  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  this  disease  as  might  beforehand  be  anti- 
cipated, though  the  action  both  of  the  bowels  and  of  the  bladder 
is  commonly  more  or  less  difficult  and  painful ;  and  the  affection 
of  the  urethra,  Avhich  sometimes  takes  place  in  fungoid  cancer  of 
the  anterior  vaginal  wall,  may  render  the  evacuation  of  the  bladder 
not  only  difficult  but  impossible. 

The  practical  conclusions  to  be  drawn  with  reference  to  this 
form  of  disease  are  somewhat  of  the  following  kind.  That  it 
occurs,  though  less  often,  yet  in  the  same  circumstances  as  uterine 
cancer,  showing  the  same  predilection  for  the  married  over  the 
unmarried,  and  for  those  who  have  been  frequently  pregnant  over 
the  sterile.  Its  general  symptoms  seem  also  to  be  similar,  except 
that  mere  painless  hemorrhage  is  somewhat  rarer  than  in  uterine 
cancer, — a  circumstance  for  which  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  vaginal 
cancer  probably  affords  a  sufficient  explanation.  The  progress  of 
the  disease  appears  in  both  instances  to  be  analogous;  the  can- 
cerous cachexia  is  developed  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  the 
advance  of  the  evil  is  equally  rapid,  and  the  disposition  to  secondary 
deposits  at  least  as  decided  in  fungoid  disease  of  the  vagina  as  in 
fungoid  disease  of  the  womb. 

There  is  but  little  to  observe  with  reference  to  treatment,  ex- 
cept that  the  topical  palliatives  which  are  of  use  in  uterine  cancer 
are  obviously  of  more  difficult  application  when  the  disease  is 
seated  in  the  vagina.  The  only  gleam  of  hope  tliat  brightens  the 
case  of  a  patient  with  malignant  disease  of  the  vagina  is  afforded 
in  those  instances  w^here  the  affection  is  of  the  epithelial  kind. 
The  similarity  of  structure  between  the  vagina,  vulva,  and  ex- 
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ternal  parts  shows  itself,  as  has  heen  so  well  pointed  out  by  M. 
Huguier/  in  the  similarity  of  the  diseases  by  which  they  are  at- 
tacked.    There  is,  therefore,  some  hop^that  ulcerated  growths  of 
the  epithelial  kind  about  the  vagina  may  be  found  to  belong  to 
the  class  of  lupus,  or  rodent  ulcer,  rather  than  to  the  more  utterly 
hopeless  category  of  diseases  which  are  intimately  allied  with 
cancer,  and  that  local  treatment  may  not  be  so  thoroughly  fruit- 
less as  experience  has  too  amply  proved  it  to  be  in  the  case  of 
malignant  disease  of  the  womb.     But  hope  even  derived  from  this 
source  is,  I  fear,  but  too  often  doomed  to  be  illusive ;  for,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  position  of  the  disease  not  only  renders  surgical  in- 
terference extremely  difficult,  but  in  all  the  cases  which  have  come 
under  my  notice,  the  mischief  has  extended  too  deep  into  the 
submucous  tissue  for  it  to  be  possible  to  dissect  off  the  diseased 
structure  from  the  subjacent  tissues.     On  the  other  hand,  the  pain 
attendant  on  the  introduction  of  the  speculum  generally  renders 
any  attempt  at  the  continuance  of  the  local  treatment  abortive. 
Some  time  since  a  case  was  under  my  care  that  seemed  favorable 
for  local  treatment.     A  long  strip  of  raised,  red,  large  granulations 
extended  for  nearly  an  inch  in  breath  and  two  in  length  along 
the  left  and  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  up  to  its  roof,  but  leaving 
some  quarter  of  an  inch  of  healthy  tissue  between  it  and  the  neck 
of  the  womb.     Mr.  Paget,  who  was  good  enough  to  see  the  patient 
with  me,  was  in  hopes,  from  the  absence  of  thickening  about  the 
parts,  that  the  disease  might  be  classed  rather  with  rodent  ulcer 
than  with  true  carcinoma;  and  accordingly  we.  determined  to  ap- 
ply the  nitrate  of  mercury  to  the  affected  surface.     The  results  of 
this  proceeding  were,  for  a  time,  most  encouraging;  and  though 
the  introduction  of  the  speculum  caused  pain  which  lasted  for 
many  hours,  yet  the  patient  gladly  submitted  to  a  plan  of  treat- 
ment, the  benefits  of  which  she  experienced  in  the  diminution  of 
the  previously  profuse,  offensive,  blood-stained  discharge,  in  the 
mitigation  of  the  backache,  and  the  improvement  of  her  general 
health.     Three  or  four  applications  of  the  acid  produced  the  com- 
plete cicatrization  of  all  but  just  that  part  of  the  disease  which 
affected  the  roof  of  the  vagina.     In  that  situation,  however,  tlie 
application  of  the  caustic  was  extremelj'  difficult,  and  there  the 
mischief  spread.     Deposits  took  place,  thickening  the  vagiiuxl  wall, 
the  granulations  grew  larger,  bled  more  readily,  and  extended 
close  up  to  the  side  of  the  cervix  uteri,  between  which  and  the 
diseased  stuctures  an  interval  no  huiger  existed;  and  thus  treat- 
ment was  baffled,  hope  was  lost,  and  we  were  driven  once  more  to 
recfjguizc  the  very  narrow  limits  that  circumscribe  our  power  to 
heal.     Tlie  patient   li'lt  the   hospital,  and   died   painrull}'  a  few 
months  afterwards;  and  I  do  not  know  that  her  life  could  be  said 
to  have  been  prolonged  by  tlie  local  treatment,  though  unques- 
tionably it  was  for  a  short   time   brightened   l)y  a  hope  wliich, 
though  illusive,  yet  cheated  her  only  of  some  sulfering  and  some 

HOITOW. 
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LECTURE   XXXIII. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EXTERjSTAL  OKGAJSTS  OE  GENEEATION. 

Inflammatory  AFFECTIONS.  Inflammationof  the  labia,  its  connection  with  ob- 
literation of  duct  of  Cowper's  gland  ;  descri^Dtion  of  the  gland  ;  mode  in  which 
inflammation  occurs  in  it. 

Euruncular  inflammation. 

Eczema.  Pi'urigo,  its  rarity.  Pruritus  generally  independent  of  it ;  causes  and 
treatment  of  pruritus. 

Inflammation  of  Follicles  of  Yulva. 

Hyper.esthesia  of  external  organs.  Vaginal  Spasm,  or  Vaginismus.  Coc- 
cygodynia,  or  pain  about  coccyx.  Eemarks  on  Masturbation,  and  excision  of 
clitoris  for  its  cure. 

Ulceratite  affections.  Tertiary  Syphilis  ;  difiiculties  of  its  diagnosis.  Lu- 
pus ;  its  characters,  its  relation  to  epithelial  cancer.  Case  in  illustration. 
Treatment. 

Malignant  Disease,  generally  assumes  form  of  Epithelial  Cancer,  its  symptoms 
and  course.     Importance  of  early  removal. 

The  arbitrary  line  of  demarcation  which  in  this  country  separates 
the  province  of  the  phj'sician  from  that  of  the  surgeon  has  limited 
my  experience  both  in  private  and  in  hospital  practice  with  refer- 
ence to  the  diseases  of  the  external  organs  of  generation.  If,  indeed, 
we  leave  out  of  consideration  such  as  are  the  result  of  syphilitic 
infection,  the  remainder  of  these  ailments  are  by  no  means  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  nor  in  general  of  very  great  importance. 

Of  Inflammation  of  the  labia,  nymplice,  and  external  organs,  ex- 
cept as  an  accompaniment  of  vaginitis,  I  have  seen  almost  nothing, 
and  of  the  unhealthy  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  those  parts, 
which,  occurring  in  the  child,  is  apt  to  pass  into  a  state  of  slough- 
ing, I  have  seen  very  little.  Indeed,  notwithstanding  that  for 
more  than  five-and-twenty  years  I  have  been  connected  with  large 
institutions  for  the  diseases  of  children,  I  have  met  with  but  three 
or  four  instances  of  its  occurrence,  and  only  one  of  diphtheritic  in- 
flammation of  the  labia  and  nymphse.  The  circumstances  in  which 
either  of  these  affections  occurs  do  not  seem  to  be  as  commonly 
met  with  in  this  countrj^  as  in  some  parts  of  the  continent;  while 
they  both  appear  to  belong  to  the  class  of  blood  diseases  rather 
than  to  be  purely  local  ailments  such  as  come  more  strictly  within 
the  scope  of  these  lectures. 

The  inflammation  of  the  labia  attendant  on  vaginitis,  more 
particularly  on  that  form  of  it  which  is  dependent  on  gonorrhcea, 
sometimes  extends  to  the  cellular  tissue  on  one  or  other  side,  and 
ends  in  the  formation  of  abscess.  For  the  most  part,  however, 
abscesses  in  the  labia  are  not  the  result  of  diffuse  inflammation, 
but  of  inflammation,  seated  in  one  of  those  glands  which  are  known 
by  the  name  of  Duverney's,  Bartholin's,  or  Cowper's  glands.^  They 

1  Like  some  old  discoveries,  so  that  of  the  existence  of  these  glands,  first  found 
by  Duvernej'^  in  the  cow,  and  afterwards  by  Bartholin  in  the  hurnan  female,  became 
forgotten  after  Haller  had  sought  for  them  in  vain.     Mr.  Guthrie,  in  his  work  on 
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are  situated  one  on  either  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  in 
that  triangular  space  bounded  by  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  on  the 
one  side,  the  ascending  ramus  of  the  ischium  on  the  other,  and 
the  transversalis  perintei  muscle  on  the  third,  and  are  covered  by 
the  superficial  perineal  fascia,  and  by  some  fibres  of  the  constrictor 
vagina.  They  are  small  conglomerate  glands,  of  about  the  size 
of  a  bean,  and  open  by  a  narrow  duct  some  seven  or  eight  lines 
in  length  just  in  front  of  the  hymen,  or  of  the  carunculse  mj-rti- 
formes,  and  secrete  that  albuminous  fluid  which  is  poured  out 
abundantly  in  sexual  intercourse. 

It  happens  sometimes  that  the  duct  of  this  gland  on  one  or  the 
other  side  becomes  obliterated,  and  that  the  secretion  then  accu- 
mulates within  it,  causing  it  to  form  a  small  swelling  of  the  size 
of  a  marble,  a  cob-nut,  or  somewhat  larger,  wdaich  projects  at  the 
lower  part,  and  towards  the  inner  surface  of  the  labium.  It  may 
remain  for  some  time  in  this  condition  producing  little  inconve- 
nience, but  in  general  it  becon)es  irritated  in  walking,  or  painful 
in  sexual  intercourse,  and  thus  the  case  first  presents  itself  to  our 
notice.  If  now  it  be  opened  before  inflammation  has  attacked  it, 
a  couple  of  drachms  of  a  fluid  like  the  white  of  egg  will  be  let  out, 
the  swelling  will  disappear,  and  may  perhaps  never  be  reproduced, 
since  in  many  instances  the  cyst,  after  a  free  incision  has  been 
made  into  it,  becomes  obliterated.  Sometimes  though  no  consid- 
erable annoyance  has  been  produced  by  the  swelling,  inflamma- 
tion has  taken  place  in  its  interior  suflacient  to  render  its  contents 
purulent,  while  in  other  cases  the  inflammation  is  not  limited  to 
the  gland  itself,  but  extends  also  to  the  adjacent  tissue.  The 
labium  then  becomes  hot,  swollen,  and  intense!}^  tender  and  pain- 
ful at  its  lower  part,  so  that  the  patient  is  unable  to  move  about, 
or  even  to  Jeave  the  recumbent  position  without  great  suflering, 
while  on  its  inner  surface  the  gland  forms  an  exquisitely  painful 
prominence,  and  matter  escapes  on  a  puncture  being  made,  with 
great  and  usually  permanent  relief  to  the  patient.  It  does,  how- 
ever, now  and  then  happen  that  much  suflering  is  produced  by 
the  successive  re-formation  of  these  tumors  of  Cow^per's  gland  at 
intervals  of  two  or  three  months,  an  annoyance  which  can  only  be 
prevented  by  laying  the  cyst  freely  open,  and  removing  a  portion 
of  its  wall,  or  probably  by  the  injection  of  a  solution  of  iodine 
into  its  cavity. 

The  above  condition  has  never  come  under  my  notice  except  in 
comparatively  young  women,  and  who  either  were  married  or  at 
least  were  accustomed  to  sexual  intercourse.    There  are  some  other 

DineoHCfs  (if  ilic.  Blriddr.r,  rc'fors  to  (lioiii,  tlioiicjli  witliout  ejivin!;'  any  oxact  doscrip- 
tioii  ol' thiiir  form  or  relations;  Init  it  is  to  tlio  V('iu'rnl>l(! 'I'icdcinaiiii,  ol' llcidclborj;, 
that  wo  owi!  oiii-  present  accurate  acfiiiaiiitancc  willi  llieiii.  His  essay,  Vox  den 
Diuicrntnixr.licn  Driixen,  «&c.,  was  pu1)iisli(Hl  at  Jleidelhei-ji,'  in  18-10,  iiis  invesliy-ations 
havin;;  b<;en  bcLCUii  tlio  year  previously.  In  iSoO  M.  IIui,niier  publislu'd  in  tho 
MeinoircH  dc  L' Aradfiitiin  de  Medccine,  a  dfsseriptioii  of  tliese  niands,  of  whicli  lie  lic- 
lieved  himself  to  have  been  the  nvdiscov(!r(M'  in  1841;  for  like  so  inany  n|' lijs 
ftoiintrymen,  he  was  unae(|uainte(l  with  what  had  breii  done,  even  in  liisuwn  Held 
of  investigutioii,  beyond  the  borders  of  Fraiiet!. 
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afFections,  however,  whieli  have  no  such  relation,  bnt  which  are 
perhaps  more  frequent  in  the  middle-aged  than  in  the  young,  and 
are  at  least  as  apt  to  occur  in  the  single  as  in  the  married.  Very 
troublesome  hoils,  slow  in  their  advance  to  suppuration,  attended 
by  much  discomfort,  occurring  two  or  three  at  a  time,  or  in  rapid 
succession  after  each  other,  fresh  crops  of  them  frequently  appear- 
ing at  intervals  of  two  or  three  weeks,  sometimes  show  themselves 
on  the  outer  surface  of  the  labia.  The  patient's  attention  is  usually 
first  called  to  them  by  a  disagreeable  itching  and  smarting,  and  she 
then  perceives  a  small  pimple  or  two  with  a  hardened  base.  The 
pimple  by  degrees  enlarges,  and  the  hardness  around  it  extends 
both  superficially  and  into  the  substance  of  the  labium  till  it  forms 
a  mass  as  big  as  a  small  hazel-nut.  It  is  not  attended  by  much 
general  swelling  of  the  labium,  and  does  not  form  a  distinct  head 
like  an  ecthymatous  pustule,  but  its  surface  continues  flat  even  at 
the  time  when,  suppuration  having  taken  place  in  it,  a  small 
quantity  of  matter  is  discharged,  after  which  the  hardened  spot 
gradually  disappears. 

The  only  local  treatment  which  has  seemed  of  much  service  in 
this  troublesome  ailment  consists  in  the  free  application  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  while  the  boils  are  still  in  the  papular  state.  If 
done  elFectually,  this  often  prevents  the  further  progress  of  the 
pimple,  and  spares  the  patient  much  of  that  sufi'eriiig  which  fo- 
mentations, poultices,  and  all  other  surgical  ap[)liances  at  a  later 
period  do  but  verj^  imperfectly  mitigate.  There  is  no  general 
treatment  which  will  prevent  their  formation  any  more  than  that 
of  boils  elsewhere;  but  as  their  occurrence  seems  sometimes  con- 
nected with  that  irritation  of  the  sexual  system  which  often  ac- 
companies the  final  cessation  of  the  menses,  we  are  in  such  cases 
furnished  with  an  indication  to  guide  us  worth  bearing  in  re- 
membrance. 

One  of  the  most  troublesome  afFections  of  the  external  organs 
is  eczema  of  the  vulva,  which  is  apt  to  run  a  very  chronic  course, 
and  to  prove  extremely  intractable.  For  the  most  part  the  ailment 
appears  in  the  flexures  between  the  thighs  and  the  labia,  whence 
it  extends  to  the  labia  themselves,  and  afterwards,  as  it  becomes 
chronic,  to  the  nymphas,  while  it  is  not  infrequently  associated 
with  eczema  about  the  margin  of  the  anus,  and  extending  along 
the  perineum.  In  its  acute  stage  it  presents  no  difi'erence  from 
eczema  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  but  it  seldom  rema;ins  long  in 
that  condition,  passing  rapidly  into  a  chronic  state.  In  this  state 
the  labia  are  apt  to  lose  the  hair  which  naturally  besets  them,  and 
they  waste  from  removal  of  the  fat  which  gives  them  their  ro- 
tundity, while  they  and  the  nymphse  become  covered  with  a  thick, 
hard,  white  epithelium,  and  the  mucous  membrane  on  their  inner 
surface  becomes  dry,  unlubricated,  liarsh,  and  unyielding.  It  is 
not  usual  for  this  disease  to  aftect  the  vulva,  generally,  but  in- 
stances in  which  it  has  done  so  have  come  under  my  notice,  the 
mucous  membrane  entirely  losing  its  natural  appearance,  the  dry, 
harsh,  and  thickened  condition  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  being 
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associated  with  a  marked  narrowing  of  its  calibre.  In  the  worst 
cases,  too.  the  disease  involves  the  prffipiitium  clitoridis  to  such  a 
degree,  that  its  thickened  indurated  tissue  projects  between  the 
labia,  while  where  the  opposing  surfaces  are  in  contact  thej  con- 
tinue red,  abraded,  and  just  in  the  condition  of  parts  affected  bj 
acute  eczema.  It  is  noteworthy,  also,  that  in  two  instances  of 
severe  chronic  eczema,  a  vascular  tumor  of  considerable  size  grew 
from  within  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  I  do  not  know  which 
of  the  two  was  of  the  longer  standing. 

Those  slight  attacks  of  eczema  to  which  some  women  are  liable 
at  the  return  of  a  menstrual  period,  from  over-walking,  or  from 
similar  causes,  are  often  much  relieved  by  the  frequent  applica- 
tion of  a  glycerine  lotion,^  while  the  parts  where  the  eruption  has 
been  wont  to  appear  may  be  afterwards  rendered  less  irritable  by 
the  employment  of  pure  glycerine  or  of  zinc  ointment.  If  the 
inflammation  is  severe,  and  the  discharge  from  the  surface  abun- 
dant, the  patient  must  remain  in  bed,  and  the  continued  applica- 
tion of  an  oxide  of  zinc  lotion,^  will  both  restrain  the  secretion 
and  abate  the  soreness,  while  afterwards  the  ablution  of  the  parts 
with  thin  starch,  and  the  keeping  them  constantl}'  covered  with 
the  beuzoated  zinc  ointment  (a  compound  which  has  the  advan- 
tage of  not  readily  becoming  rancid),  seldom  fails  to  bring  about 
very  speedy  relief. 

It  is,  however,  the  chronic  form  of  eczema,  attended  with  the 
desquamation  of  dry  scales  of  epidermis  that  is  most  troublesome 
to  cure,  or  even  to  relieve.  I  have  observed  it  in  its  severest 
forms  only  in  hospital  patients,  and  these  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  induce  to  remain  long  enough  for  more  than  some  measure 
of  alleviation  of  their  ailment  to  be  obtained.  The  distressing 
itching  was  in  most  instances  relieved  for  a  time  by  smearing  the 
parts  with  cod-liver  oil.  The  relief  which  this  afforded,  however, 
was  but  temporary,  and  other  unctuous  applications  answered  the 
same  end,  also,  only  for  a  time,  and  in  general  less  efifectually. 
Indeed  nothing  short  of  conipletel}'  modifying  the  state  of  the 
skill  by  caustic  applications  seemed  in  these  cases  to  hold  out  any 
prospect  of  cure.  I  have  for  this  purpose  emploj^ed  the  solid  ni- 
trate of  silver,  substituting  for  it,  as  fresh  and  more  delicate  epi- 
dermis was  produced,  a  solution  of  tAventy  grains  of  the  salt  to  an 
ounce  of  distilled  water.  Professor  Scanzoni^uses  with  the  same 
object  a  solution  of  half  a  drachm  of  canstic  potass  in  an  ounce  of 
distilled  water,  wliich  is  to  be  lightly  applied  by  means  of  a  camel's 
hair  pencil,  and  advises,  besides,  as  the  disease  abates,  very  copious 
and  irecpient  abhition  with  cold  water. 

Mere  external  ap[)lications,  however,  though  essential  for  the 
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patient's  relief,  and  conducing  mucli  to  her  permanent  recovery, 
seldom  sutiice  in  eases  of  much  severity  and  long  standing.  In 
them,  as  in  chronic  eczema  seated  elsewhere,  a  long- continued 
course  of  arsenical  preparations  appears  to  furnish  the  only  means 
of  effecting  a  permanent  cure. 

Prurigo  is  often  spoken  of  in  connection  with  that  distressing 
itching  of  the  sexual  organs  from  which  women  frequently  suffer. 
While  pruritus,  however,  is  a  common  affection,  prurigo  is  one  of 
very  considerable  rarity;  and  I  have  never  met  with  an  instance 
in  which  the  eruption  was  limited  to  those  parts,  though  patients 
suffering  from  general  prurigo  are  sometimes  much  distressed  by 
the  appearance  of  the  eruption  on  the  genitals,  while  others  are 
driven  by  the  irritation  to  scratch  themselves  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  wound  the  skin,  and  tiius  produce  little  bloody  points  not  un- 
like those  which  one  sees  on  the  top  of  the  papillae  of  prurigo. 
In  spite  of  this  absence  of  any  necessary  connection  between  the 
painful  itching  of  the  sexual  organs  and  the  appearance  of  any 
eruption  on  their  surface,  this  will  perhaps  still  be  the  most  con- 
venient place  for  introducing  what  I  have  to  say  concerning  it. 
Though  commonly  spoken  of  as  pruritus?  of  the  pudenda  or  of  the 
vulva,  the  sensation  is  by  no  means  limited  to  one  part,  but  is 
sometimes  referred  to  the  external  organs,  to  the  surface  of  the 
labia,  or  to  the  mons  veneris ;  at  other  times  it  is  experienced 
about  the  nymphae  and  the  vestibulum,  while  sometimes  it  affects 
the  vaginal  canal,  or  even  the  os  uteri.  The  circumstances  in 
which  it  is  met  with  vary  as  much  as  the  situations  to  which  the 
sensation  is  referred,  and  serve  to  show  that  in  strict  propriety 
the  ailment  deserves  to  be  classed,  as  it  is  by  some  continental 
writers,  among  the  nervous  affections  of  the  sexual  organs.  It  is 
far  from  being  an  infrequent  attendant  on  the  earlier  months  of 
pregnancy,  and  likewise  sometimes  accompanies  organic  disease 
of  the  womb,  especially  carcinoma  in  its  earlier  stages.  It  some- 
times attends,  and  still  oftener  precedes,  the  menstrual  period, 
especially  in  women  who  menstruate  scantily,  irregularly,  or 
painfully ;  while  again  it  frequently  occurs  at  the  approach  of  the 
climacteric  period,  when  menstruation  has  either  finally  ceased, 
or  is  about  to  disappear.  It  accompanies  hemorrhoids,  and  is 
sometimes  one  of  the  discomforts  produced  by  a  varicose  state  of 
the  veins  of  the  labia,  it  attends  the  onset  and  decline  of  most 
cases  of  inflammation  of  the  vagina,  and,  in  short,  is  seldom  al- 
together absent  when  any  cause  whatever  produces  a  state  of  un- 
natural congestion  of  the  sexual  organs.  Now  and  then  it  is 
associated  with  a  sort  of  herpetic  eruption  of  the  inner  surface  of 
the  labia,  the  vesicles  of  which  are  apt  to  assume,  on  bursting, 
something  of  the  character  of  small  aphthous  sores;  but  my  own 
experience  does  not  lead  me  to  regard  this  condition  as  at  all  of 
common  occurrence. 

To  describe  a  sensation  is  proverbially  difiicult;  but  it  may  be 
observed,  that  as  this  pruritus  varies  in  degree,  so  it  does  also  in 
kind.     It  is  sometimes  an  unpleasant  sense  of  creeping  or  formi- 


522  PRURITUS    AND    OTHER 

cation,  at  other  times  a  feeling  of  smarting,  while  in  other  cases 
the  positive  itching  is  so  distressing  as  to  be  almost  unbearable. 
Warmth  always  aggravates  it,  and  with  some  persons  it  suffices  to 
come  into  a  warm  room  in  order  to  experience  an  attack  of  it, 
while  in  the  case  of  most  patients  the  nights  are  in  great  measure 
sleepless,  because  to  lie  down  in  bed  is  at  once  a  signal  for  the 
commencement  of  the  itching.  Cold  for  a  moment  eases  it,  but 
this  relief  is  but  momentarj^  and  patients  are  driven  to  scratch 
and  rub  themselves  in  order  to  obtain  a  sort  of  relief  which  con- 
sists in  the  substitution  of  a  burning,  smarting  sensation  for  the 
less  tolerable  itching.  This,  however,  not  only  does  no  real  good 
but  the  very  rubbing  of  the  parts  both  aggravates  the  patient's 
condition,  and  also  helps  to  produce  and  to  keep  up  a  state  of 
morbid  sexual  excitement,  which  in  some  of  these  cases  consti- 
tutes by  no  means  the  least  of  her  sufterings. 

The  treatment  obviousl}^  depends  on  the  conditions  with  which 
this  distressing  symptom  is  associated.  Tlie  empirical  prescrip- 
tion of  lotions,  ointments,,  or  other  applications,  without  previous 
inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  uterine  functions,  is  worse  than  idle. 
One  case  I  remember  in  which  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  to  a  long-standing  abrasion  of  the  os  uteri  was  followed  by 
the  almost  immediate  cure  of  a  previously  very  distressing  pruri- 
tus. When  consequent  on  vaginitis  the  cure  of  the  inflammation 
and  the  cessation  of  the  itching  take  place  almost  simultaneously, 
while  in  general  nothing  relieves  the  irritation  which  accompanies 
the  decline  of  the  vaginitis  more  than  the  Goulard  water  and 
hydrocyanic  acid,  in  the  proportion  of  two  drachms  of  the  latter 
to  eight  ounces  of  the  former.  Whenever  there  is  much  evidence 
of  congestion  about  the  external  parts,  as  shown  either  by  their 
heat,  swelling,  or  redness,  and  tenderness,  a  few  leeches  to  the 
vulva,  or  to  the  margin  of  the  anus,  will  generally  give  much  re- 
lief, and  the  same  local  leeching  is,  as  might  be  expected,  of  much 
service  when  the  pruritus  is  associated  with  hemorrhoids.  The 
herpetic  eruption  on  which  Dr.  Dewees,  of  Philadelphia,  laid  so 
much  stress  as  a  cause  of  this  ailment,  is  relieved — as  are  other 
cases  where,  without  any  disposition  to  the  formation  of  vesicles 
or  of  little  aphthous  ulcers,  much  licat  and  redness  of  the  parts 
exist — by  a  lotion  of  borax  and  morphia,'  which  indeed  has  proved 
more  generally  serviceable  in  my  hands  than  any  single  remedy 
besides. 

In  those  cases  in  which  there  is  any  local  inflammation,  or  con- 
siderable congestion  present,  unctuous  applications  do  not  in 
general  do  much  good.  In  others  in  which  this  condition  does 
not  (ixist,  or  has  been  completely  removed,  the  em]>loyment  of  a 
liniment  of  half  a  drachm  of  chlorolorni  to  an  ounce  of  olive  oil, 
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both  externally  and  to  the  vaginal  walls,  which,  I  believe,  Scan- 
zoni  was  the  first  to  recommend/  is  often  of  great  service.  The 
pure  cod-hver  oil,  also,  often  relieves  the  external  irritation,  though 
I  suspect  chiefly  in  those  cases  in  which  there  is  an  approach  to  a 
state  of  chronic  eczema  ;  while  Dr.  Rigby,  in  his  recent  work, 
strongly  advocates  an  ointment  of  equal  parts  of  cod-liver  oil  and 
red  precipitate  ointment  as  successful  in  cases  which  have  proved 
rebellious  to  other  means. 

Two  other  remedies  have  sometimes  done  good  service  in  cases 
of  obstinate  pruritus  ;  one  of  these  is  quinine,  which,  given  in  two- 
grain  doses  every  six  hours,  has  in  some,  I  fear  exceptional  in- 
stances, appeared  to  me  to  relieve  this  as  it  does  other  neuralgic 
affections.  The  other  remedy  is  belladonna,  which  both  out- 
wardly employed  and  internally  administered,  has  often  proved 
extremely  useful.  I  generally  give  the  belladonna  in  the  form  of 
pills  and  combined  with  camphor,  beginning  with  half  a  grain  of 
the  extract  to  three  grains  of  camphor,  and  increasing  the  bella- 
donna until  dimness  of  vision,  or  sense  of  dryness  in  the  throat  is 
produced.  At  the  same  time,  I  direct  an  ointment  of  a  scruple 
of  the  extract  of  belladonna  to  half  an  ounce  of  spermaceti  oint- 
ment and  half  an  ounce  of  glycerine,  to  be  smeared  twice  a  day 
over  the  surface,  and  the  relief  which  these  measures  obtain  has 
not  seldom  outlasted  their  employment  and  proved  to  be  per- 
manent. 

There  still  remains  the  employment  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
either  externally  or  to  the  vaginal  walls,  according  to  the  seat  of 
irritation ;  but  I  have  not  myself  had  recourse  to  it ;  for  either 
other  remedies  have  relieved  the  ailment,  or  it  has  ceased  with 
the  removal  of  its  cause,  as  in  cases  where  it  occurred  during  preg- 
nancy;  or  the  patient  has  no  longer  heeded  it,  as  in  some  instances 
of  cancer,  where  other  and  worse  suffering  has  made  the  former 
annoyance  seem  less  intolerable. 

This  is  perhaps  the  best  place  to  notice  two  painful  neuralgic 
affections,  the  one  of  the  vagina,  the  other  of  the  rectum,  which 
under  the  names  of  vagmismus  and  coccygodynia^  have  of  late  at- 
tracted considerable  attention,  though  both  conditions  must  have 
long  been  known  practically  to  all  who  have  had  much  to  do  with 
the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women. 

The  former  condition  is  one  of  pain  and  spasm  at  the  entrance 
of  the  vagina,  so  severe  as  to  be  a  complete  bar  to  sexual  inter- 
course. The  pain,  however,  is  often  by  no  means  limited  to  the 
act  of  sexual  congress,  but  the  patient  experiences  a  sense  of  dis- 
comfort about  the  vulva,  which  is  raised  to  positive  pain  on  walk- 
ing, and  sometimes  even  on  assunjing  the  sitting  posture,  though 
the  degree  of  suffering  varies  much  in  different  women,  and  in 
the  same  woman  at  different  times.  If  any  attempt  is  made  to 
introduce  the  finger,  the  pain  at  once  becomes  intolerable,  and 
the  completion  of  the  examination  is  prevented  not  merely  by  the 

1  Op.  cit.,  p.  545. 
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patient's  inability  qnietlj  to  submit  to  it,  but  by  tbe  violent  con- 
striction of  the  sphincter  vagiuse  which  is  at  once  produced. 

This  state  is  by  no  means  invariabfy  limited,  as  in  the  cases 
related  by  Dr.  Marion  Sims,'  who  first  proposed  for  it  the  name 
of  vaginismus,  to  newly  married  persons  in  whom  intercourse  has 
been  imperfectly  accomplished,  and  in  whom  the  hymen  has  been 
but  partially  obliterated.  I  have  seen  it  in  its  less  extreme  degrees, 
left  behind  after  chronic  uterine  inflammation,  and  have  observed 
that  in  some  cases  long  after  the  introduction  of  the  finger  or  even 
of  a  speculum,  could  be  borne  without  suffering,  the  act  of  coitus, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  peculiar  excitement  of  the  nervous  system 
which  attends  it,  was  so  painful  as  to  be  altogether  impossible. 

I  have  never  seen  it  as  an  isolated  symptom  in  patients  other- 
wise altogether  healthy,  but  have  always  observed  it  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  other  nervous  and  hysterical  sjnnptoms,  with  dysmenor- 
rhcea,  often  with  pain  in  defecation  and  micturition  ;  and  like  all 
ailments  of  this  class,  its  severity  is  liable  to  great  and  apparently 
causeless  variation.  Allied  to  this  condition,  too,  is  the  intense 
pain  in  micturition  which  I  have  occasionally  observed  in  un- 
married women,  and  which  I  have  seen  bafiie  all  kinds  of  treat- 
ment. Of  this  a  most  striking  instance  came  under  my  notice  in 
a  young  unmarried  lady  about  24  years  old,  in  whoni  it  had  been 
gradually  coming  on  almost  from  the  very  time  of  puberty.  She 
was  pale,  delicate,  and  thin,  but  had  no  other  positive  ailment  than 
the  agony  which  attended  every  act  of  micturition,  and  which  con- 
tinued for  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour  after  she  had  emptied  the 
bladder  of  urine,  which  was  found  invariably  to  be  healthy.  She 
was  seen  by  numbers  of  doctors ;  she  was  sounded  for  stone  on 
more  occasions  than  one,  was  treated  by  all  imaginable  remedies; 
her  bladder  was  injected  with  sedatives,  and  with  carbonic  acid 
gas,  tonics,  large  doses  of  chalybeates,  sea-air  and  bathing,  and 
visits  to  the  German  watering-places,  were  all  had  recourse  to. 
Her  general  health  at  the  end  of  these  experiments  was  no  worse, 
and  her  local  suffering  no  better,  than  at  their  commencement, 
and  she  continued,  after  years  of  treatment,  a  feeble,  nervous, 
hysterical  invalid,  with  little  power  of  body  or  of  mind,  and  with 
this  one  distressing  peculiarity  only  to  distinguish  her  from  a 
hundred  others. 

1  do  not  think  that  a  state  of  vaginitis  is,  as  Dr.  ChurchilP  con- 
siders, usually  the  first  step  towards  the  production  of  this  vaginal 
pain  and  spasm  ;  and  as  I  have  known  the  state  to  supervene  in 
women  who  had  been  married  two  or  throe  years  beibre  the  com- 
mencement of  the  symptoms  (though  never  in  any  who  had  given 
birth  to  children)  I  believe  the  conditions  in  which  it  originates 
may  be  very  various. 

The  first  essentia!   in  all  cases  towards  the  patient's  iinprove- 
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ment  is  lier  separation  from  her  husband's  bed,  and  the  complete 
cessation  of  all  attempts  at  intercourse.  Tepid  hip  baths,  soothing 
local  treatment,  and  the  removal  of  any  inflammation  of  the 
vagina  or  of  its  orifice,  should  any  such  condition  exist,  come 
next.  The  application,  for  this  purpose,  of  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  by  a  speculum  to  the  whole  tract  of  vaginal  mucous 
membrane,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Churchill,  implies,  however, 
that  already  considerable  progress  must  have  been  made  towards 
the  patient's  cure,  since  in  some  of  the  cases  which  I  have  seen 
the  finger  even  could  not  be  introduced  without  intense  suft'ering. 

The  removal  of  any  obvious  uterine  ailment,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  patient's  general  health,  are  of  course  to  be  attended 
to ;  but  I  may  say  that  in  no  case  have  I  found  the  much- vaunted 
bromide  of  potass  either  abate  the  sensitiveness  of  the  sexual 
organs,  or  control  any  of  those  nervous  ailments  of  an  hysterical  or 
epileptiform  kind  which  are  commonly  supposed  to  be  associated 
with  disorder  or  excitement  of  the  sexual  system. 

The  tepid  douche  to  the  sacrum  and  nates  have  in  some  in- 
stances proved  of  much  service  in  my  hands;  and  I  should  expect 
the  mud  and  carbonic  acid  gas  baths  of  Meinberg  and  some  other 
places  in  Germany  to  be  useful,  though  I  have  not  had  any  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  them  in  these  cases. 

The  gradual  dilatation  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  by  means  of 
bougies  is  the  last  step  in  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  and  one 
which  acts  in  two  ways,  both  by  mechanically  widening  the  canal 
and  also  by  accustoming  the  vagina  to  the  presence  of  the  foreign 
body.  I  have  employed  rectum  bougies  of  difierent  sizes,  direct- 
ing the  patient  to  introduce  one  for  an  hour  daily,  exchanging  it 
as  she  was  able  for  one  of  a  larger  and  still  larger  size.  Dr.  Sims 
and  Dr.  Churchill  employ  glass  dilators,  which  have  the  advantage 
of  being  more  cleanly. 

I  have  seen  one  case  in  which  I  can  conceive  it  possible  that 
some  surgical  proceeding,  such  as  is  practised  by  Dr.  Marion  Sims, 
would  be  of  advantage,  though  in  this  instance  the  intense  vaginal 
tenderness  was  but  one  of  a  set  of  symptoms  of  most  aggravated 
hysteria.  Dr.  Sims's  operation  consists  in  the  excision  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  hymen,  the  subsequent  incision  of  the  vaginal  orifice, 
and  the  further  enlargement  of  the  canal  by  means  of  a  dilator. 
This  proceeding,  indeed,  is  somewhat  formidable,  and  is  attended 
sometimes  by  a  good  deal  of  hemorrhage;  but  the  condition  of 
vaginal  spasm  and  pain  is  so  grievous  as  to  justify  almost  any 
means  being  adopted  for  its  relief. 

Backache  is  so  common  an  attendant  upon, a  large  number  of 
the  diseases  of  women,  that  both  we  and  our  patients  often  pay 
but  little  heed  to  it,  and  except  in  instances  where  it  is  unusually 
severe,  make  but  few  inquiries  as  to  its  exact  situation,  or  as  to 
the  circumstances  that  aggravate  or  relieve  it.  To  this  it  is  prob- 
ably due  that,  until  quite  recently,  when  Dr.  Simpson'  directed 
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attention  to  pain  in  the  coccyx,  or  coccygodynia,  it  had  not  heen 
recognized  as  a  distinct  affection. 

Usually  after  childbirth,  sometimes  after  a  fall  or  blow  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  spine,  occasionally  after  long-continued  horse 
exercise,  sometimes  as  one  of  a  train  of  symptoms  associated  with 
misplacement  or  some  other  ailment  of  the  uterus,  and  now  and 
then,  independent  of  any  obvious  exciting  cause,  women  complain 
of  pain  which  they  refer  to  the  coccyx  and  its  point  of  junction 
with  the  sacrum.  This  pain  is  experienced  in  sitting,  is  often 
very  severe  during  defecation,  is  usually  constant  and  dull,  though 
aggravated  at  intervals  without  any  apparent  cause.  It  is  relieved 
by  the  recumbent  posture,  but,  unlike  the  pain  that  accompanies 
prolapsus,  is  not  aggravated  by  walking  or  by  the  erect  posture. 
It  is  often  worse  at  the  menstrual  period,  is  considerabl}^  aggra- 
vated by  constipation,  and  is  sometimes  rendered  very  severe  by 
sexual  intercourse. 

There  is  no  special  tenderness  of  the  lumbar  region,  or  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  sacrum  :  but  the  lower  part  of  the  sacrum  is 
often  sensitive,  and  the  patient  directs  attention  to  the  coccyx  it- 
self as  the  point  whence  this  sensitiveness  proceeds;  and  pressure 
on  the  bone  is  found  to  be  acutely  painful.  The  pressure  of  the 
bone  upwards  causes  much  more  suffering  than  its  pressure  back- 
ward by  the  finger  in  the  vagina  or  rectum,  and  the  sacro-coccy- 
geal  joint  is  especially  painful. 

Professor  Scanzoni,'  who  has  given  by  far  the  fullest  and  best 
account  which  we  possess  of  this  affection,  states  that  9  out  of  24 
patients,  of  whose  cases  he  has  a  record,  first  complained  of  the 
pain  during  childbed;  that  6  of  these  patients  were  primiparae, 
and  5  of  them  had  been  delivered  by  the  forceps  after  a  tedious 
and  difiicult  labor.  Two  other  patients  referred  to  frequent  long 
rides  on  horseback  as  the  occasion  of  their  suffering.  In  11,  then, 
of  the  24  cases,  the  ailment  seemed  due  to  causes  calculated  to 
produce  local  injury  of  the  coccyx,  and  how  frequent  such  injuries 
must  be  receives  a  good  illustration  in  the  fact,  that  32  out  of  180 
coccyx  bones  wliich  the  anatomist  Hyrtl  collected  in  two  years 
presented  evidence  of  dislocation  and  subsequent  anchylosis. 

In  many  cases,  however,  the  pain  in  the  bone  is  not  due  to  any 
traumatic  cause,  but  is  sympathetic  with  some  uterine  or  ovarian 
disease,  and  that  by  no  means  of  a  kind  to  affect  the  bone  by 
pressure,  or  in  any  mechanical  manner. 

In  these  instances  the  removal  of  the  coexistent  disease  is  ob- 
viously the  first  duty  of  the  practitioner,  and  how  important  this 
may  be  is  i'nrther  shown  by  a  fact  which  Scanzoni  mentions,  that 
tliree  women  who  had  sufiered  much  in  their  younger  years  from 
this  coccygodynia,  l)ecame  completely  free  from  it  as  soon  as  men- 
Ktniatioii  liad  coiMpletcly  ceased. 

I  have  not  seen,  or  at  least  have  not  recognized  this  aiVcction  in 
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its  severer  and  more  intractable  forms.  One  of  the  worst  cases  of 
it  which  I  have  observed  occurred  in  a  3'oung' unmarried  hidy,  in 
connection  with  hemorrhoids  and  habitual  constipation,  and  dis- 
appeared completely  when  these  conditions  were  relieved.  Perfect 
rest,  mild  aperients,  the  complete  emptying  the  rectum  of  all  fsecal 
matter;  leeches  to  the  coccyx,  tepid  hip-baths,  and  warm  fomen- 
tations: such  are  the  means  by  which,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
much  relief  is  atibrded.  If  these  means  fail,  or  if  the  pain  is  ob- 
viously neuralgic,  or  if,  though  mitigated,  it  is  not  removed,  by 
this  treatment,  Scanzoni  resorts  to  the  subcutaneous  injection  of 
morphia  over  the  painful  spot.  He  has  found  this  a  far  more  effi- 
cient remedy  than  any  kind  of  liniment,  ointment,  or  suppository, 
and,  unlilsie  Dr.  Simpson,  states  that  its  results  have  but  rarely 
disappointed  him. 

The  condition,  though  tedious,  and  apt  in  its  severer  forms  to 
relapse,  appears  to  be  tolerably  amenable  to  treatment.  Of  Scan- 
zoni's  24  cases,  10  recovered  perfectly,  9  were  much  relieved,  the 
result  of  3  which  he  saw  but  once  is  unknown  to  him,  and  in  2 
the  evil  continued  unrelieved  by  any  treatment.  Even  in  these, 
however,  the  suffering  was  not  so  severe  as,  in  his  judgment,  to 
warrant  the  subcutaneous  division  of  the  muscles,  ligaments,  and 
fasciie  connected  with  the  lowest  part  of  the  coccyx,  which  Dr. 
Simpson  has  recommended,  and  practised  with  perfect  success. 
The  object  of  the  operation  is  to  set  the  coccyx  perfectly  free  and 
perfectly  at  rest,  and,  if  other  means  fail,  should  undoubtedly  be 
had  recourse  to,  though  not  as  a  first  measure  and  independent  of 
previous  treatment. 

A  few  words  may  be  added  here,  better  perhaps  than  anywhere 
else,  with  reference  to  the  alleged  frequency  of  masturbation  in  the 
female  sex,  and  the  removal  of  the  clitoris  for  its  cure.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  self-abuse  is  not  limited  to  the  male  sex,  and 
that  women  sometimes  become  addicted  to  it;  and  it  must  have 
happened  to  all  practitioners  of  medicine  to  receive  occasional 
painful  confessions  from  women  who  were  unable  to  overcome  a 
vice,  indulgence  in  which  polluted  their  thought,  or  who  traced 
the  absence  of  sexual  feeling  in  married  life  to  habits  contracted 
in  their  girlhood.  Such  cases,  however,  are  by  no  means  frequent; 
and  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the  practice  of  masturbation  pro- 
duces such  injurious  physical  effects  in  the  female  as  in  the  male 
subject,  though  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  its  baneful  influ- 
ence on  the  moral  feelings  and  the  sense  of  self-respect. 

If  the  habit  could  be  overcome,  if  the  mind  could  be  restored 
to  its  purity  by  any  mutilation  of  the  person,  one  would  feel  that 
no  penalty  would  be  too  great  to  pay  for  such  a  boon.  The  seat 
of  sexual  feeling  is,  however,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  clitoris; 
habitual  masturbation  brings  with  it  no  change  in  the  organ,  and 
it  ia  not  by  irritating  it  that  some  women -who  have  sunk  to  the 
lowest  depths  earn  lor  themselves  a  nauseous  living  by  minister- 
ing to  the  passions  of  the  most  abandoned  of  their  own  sex;  nor 
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bj  removing  the  clitoris  would  the  habit  be  broken  through,  or 
the  means  of  indulging  it  removed.^ 

There  are  some  subjects  which  by  common  consent  are  little 
mentioned  among  honorable  practitioners  of  medicine,  and  the 
professed  curers  of  self-abuse  and  its  consequences  in  men,  whether 
they  advertise  themselves  by  notices  at  the  corners  of  the  streets, 
or  by  noisy  self-assertion,  occupy  a  position  morally  like  that  which 
his  red  cloak,  his  bell,  and  his  cry,  "Unclean,  unclean,"  gave  to 
the  leper  of  old.  They  are  seen  and  they  are  shunned.  Like 
their  protot3^pes,  too,  wanton  outrage  seems  to  have  for  them  a 
peculiar  attraction.  It  will,  I  imagine,  scarcely  be  contended  that 
proceedings  which  we  should  reprobate  if  practised  on  the  one 
sex  change  their  character  when  perpetrated  on  the  other. 

I  know  a  lady,  aged  fifty- three,  whose  youngest  child  was  more 
than  twenty  years  old,  who  had  sufl:ered  from  a  painful  fissure  of 
the  anus,  for  which  she  underwent  the  usual  operation  of  dividing 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ulcer.  The  surgeon  who  did  this, 
without  saying  one  word  to  the  lady  or  to  her  husband,  or  hinting 
in  any  way  what  he  was  about  to  do,  cut  off"  her  clitoris.  The 
stump  of  the  amputated  clitoris  became  the  seat  of  pain,  such  as 
sometimes  follows  amputation  of  a  limb,  and  for  months  the  patient 
was  in  a  state  of  almost  ceaseless  anguish,  which,  after  the  lapse 
of  between  two  and  three  years,  abated,  but  has  not  yet  altogether 
ceased.  In  answer  to  her  inquiries  why  some  other  operation  had 
been  performed  in  addition  to  that  which  she  knew  was  requisite, 
after  some  evasion,  she  at  length  learned  what  had  been  done,  and 
further,  had  the  humiliation  of  discovering  that  the  justification  of 
the  outrage  was,  that  she  was  assumed  by  the  surgeon  to  be  ad- 
dicted to  a  vice  with  the  very  name  and  nature  of  which  she  was 
alike  unacquainted. 

Our  profession  ought  to  be  a  noble  one.  The  ring  and  the 
sword  in  some  universities  of  the  continent  still  symbolize  the 
knightly  vows  taken  by  the  candidate  for  the  doctor's  degree ; 
and  it  is  in  the  spirit  of  chivalry  alone  that  medicine  can  be  safely 
practised.  I  have  written  this  history  in  all  sadness  as  a  warning 
to  my  younger  brethren,  how  if  they  are  not  watchful,  it  is  possi- 
ble, "  as  noblest  things  find  basest  using,"  that  they  may  pervert 
their  talents,  and  degrade  tlieir  manhood,  till  they  sink  so  low  as 
to  find  opportunities  for  miscliief  in  the  practice  of  their  art,  in- 
stead of  occasions  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  of  healing  which 
is  most  God-like. 

M.   Iluguier  has  de3cril)ed,  with  extreme  minuteness,  in   the 

1  Will)  ri'ftircncc.  to  tlie  ab.sonce  of. any  chnngo  in  the  soxual  orucans  in  connec- 
tion with  iiabitiial  miistiirhalioti,  the  statements  of  Parent  Duehateh't  are  deeisive  : 
"  TonH  ies  jniir.s  on  re(;oit  dans  la  prison  des  prostitnecs  qiieiques  lines  de  ecs  (iihis 
d'un(^  laseivctd  ('trrenec,  on  de  ees  femui(>s,  ))liis  lascives  encore,  adonii6i>8  an  vieo 
honti'iix  dunl  j'ai  |iarh'';  on  (ixaniint-  ces  fcniines  eoinnic;  Ics  aiitr<'s,et  jamais  ('li(\s 
n'onl  pr(;>-t'nii;<'s  ihins  l(!iir  or^^anisation,  hi  nioindre  cliosc  ipii  h-s  distinij;uat  dii 
rente  des  pro.stituees,  on  dii  commiin  des  femnies."  La  I'matlUdion  dans  la  Viilc  de 
Paris,  Paris,  1867,3d  ed.,  vol.  i,  p.  1 11. 
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Memoirs  of  tlie  Academy  of  Medieine  of  Par  is, ^  tlie  diseases  of  tlie 
sebaceous  and  piliferoiis  follicles  of  the  vulva.  He  speaks  of  a 
condition  of  acne  of  the  vulva,  in  which  the  contents  of  some  of 
the  sebaceous  follicles  accuraulate  without  any  obvious  cause.  The 
number  of  follicles  so  affected  is  not  in  general  considerable, 
though  like  acne  of  the  face,  which  in  all  respects  it  closely  re- 
sembles, the  affection  is  extremely  chronic,  and  diiferent  follicles 
are  apt  to  become  diseased  in  succession.  The  accumulation  of 
their  contents,  too,  sometimes  occasions  inflammation  of  the  folli- 
cles, and  then  that  disease  is  produced  which  M.  Huguier  terms 
vulvar  folliculitis,  and  which  has  occasionally  come  under  my  ob- 
servation, thou2:h  far  less  often  than  it  and  other  ailments  of  the 
external  organs  present  themselves  to  one  who  has  so  peculiar  a 
fiekl  as  is  furnished  by  the  Hopital  de  Lourcine.  This  affection, 
which  he  states  to  be  most  frequent  during  pregnancy,  may  occur 
also  at  other  times,  induced  by  local  irritation  of  any  kind,  and 
especially  by  habitual  want  of  cleanliness.  It  is  characterized  by 
the  appearance  in  the  fold  of  the  thigh,  on  the  outer  surface  and 
free  edge  of  the  labia,  on  the  nymphse,  and  on  the  base  of  the  prse- 
putium  clitoridis,  of  little  red  rounded  papillae,  which  at  first 
scarcely  exceed  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  ;  some  of  them  are  distinct, 
while  others  are  collected  together  into  irregular  patches.  By 
degrees  these  follicles,  at  first  merely  congested  and  enlarged  by 
the  accumulation  of  their  contents,  become  more  inflamed,  a  little 
drop  of  pus  may  be  seen  at  their  apex;  they  then  usually  burst 
and  shrivel,  though  sometimes  they  wither  without  having  pre- 
viously discharged  their  contents. 

The  ailment,  if  left  untreated,  is  chronic  in  its  course,  and  the 
follicles  take  as  long  as  twenty  or  thirty  days,  or  even  longer,  to 
pass  through  the  three  stages  of  eruption,  suppuration,  and  desic- 
cation, while  successive  crops  will  run  the  same  course,  and  pro- 
tract the  disease  for  weeks  or  months.  It  is,  however,  amenable 
to  very  simple  treatment,  such  as  rest,  cleanliness,  baths,  the  em- 
ployment of  mild  astringents,  such  as  the  lead  lotion,  or  of  weak 
solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver. 

From  these  eruptive  diseases  of  the  external  organs  we  pass 
now  to  the  study  of  some  other  aflections,  not  so  superficial  in 
their  character,  though  still  seated  exclusively  in  the  integument, 
and  in  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue."  The  correct  classification  of 
these  diseases  is  very  difiicult,  for  while  some  are  undoubtedly  of 
syphilitic  character,  others  belong  to  the  same  class  with  lupus, 
and  are  quite  independent  of  venereal  taint,  and  of  these  some 
pass  by  gradations  difiicult  to  seize  into  the  same  class  with  un- 
doubted epithelial  cancer. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  anything  concerning  the  more  usual 
varieties  of  syphilitic  disease  of  the  external  organs.  In  truth, 
my  familiarity  with  them  is  but  small.  _I  have,  however,  occa- 
sionally met  with  what  would  seem  to  have  been  forms  oi  tertiary 

1  Vol.  XV,  p.  527. 
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syphilis,  but  which  had  been  of  such  long  standing',  and  had  proved 
so  rebellious  to  treatment,  that  questions  had  been  raised  as  to 
whether  they  were  not'reallj  of  a  malignant  character. 

Such  a  case  was  that  of  a  patient  aged  forty-five,  who  was  ad- 
mitted under  my  care  with  ulceration  of  the  external  parts,  of  a 
year's  duration,  which  appeared  to  have  caused  no  other  consider- 
able inconvenience  than  occasional  difiiculty  in  retaining  her  urine. 
On  the  inner  surface  of  her  left  labium,  and  extending  on  to  the 
nympha,  was  a  sore  of  a  semicircular  form,  slightly  irregular  in 
its  outline,  its  edges  somewhat  indolent,  its  surface  covered  by 
tolerably  healthy  granulations.  The  concavity  of  the  sore  was 
directed  upw^ards,  its  convex  edge  downwards,  beginning  by  a 
narrow  edge  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  clitoris,  and 
extending  down  to  within  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  left  wall  of  the  vagina.  The  cicatrix  of  a  similar 
sore  occupied  the  inner  surface  of  the  right  nympha,  and  the  right 
side  of  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  and  a  small  portion  of  its  lower 
edge  was  still  unhealed.  The  orifice  of  the  urethra  was  red  and  ul- 
cerated, but  it  was  not  unnatural I3'  open.  The  uterus  was  healthy, 
and  there  was  no  enlargement  of  the  glands  in  the  groins. 

In  this  patient  there  were  no  other  venereal  symptoms,  though 
she  confessed  to  having  had  sores  accompanied  by  buboes,  and  by 
sore  throat,  fourteen  years  previously.  Recovery,  and  complete 
cicatrization  of  the  sores  took  place  in  three  mouths,  under  the 
continued  employment  of  the  iodide  of  potass,  with  the  black 
wash  externally,  and  the  occasional  application  of  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver. Other  doubtful  cases  which  have  come  under  my  notice 
have  neither  presented  any  evidence  of  syphilis,  nor  has  it  been 
possible  to  obtain  from  the  patient's  statements  any  proof  of  its 
previous  existence. 

The  danger  in  such  cases  is  scarcely  of  taking  them  for  scirrhus, 
but  rather  of  confoundino;  them  with  some  forms  of  epithelial  car- 
cinoma. The  stony  hardness  of  a  scirrhous  labium  or  nympha 
has  in  it  something  very  characteristic,  and  the  sore  which  forms 
on  the  mucous  surface  at  that  earl}-  stage  when  alone  mistake  is 
possible,  is  a  mere  superficial  abrasion  of  ephithelium,  not  a  dis- 
tinct ulcer  with  raised  edges.  Genuine  epithelial  carcinoma, 
beginning  on  the  external  parts,  is  less  apt  to  extend  up  the  va- 
ginal canal,  and  does  not  show  the  same  exclusive  preference  for 
the  mucous  surface  of  the  labium;  while,  ^yh en  ulcerated,  its 
hardness  usually  extends  deeper,  and  its  surface  presents  a  more 
coarsely  granular  aj)|)earance.  From  rodent  ulcer,  or  lupus,  the 
diagnosis  is  more  dillicult.  In  that,  however,  the  base  of  the 
ul(-er  is  usually  more  indurated,  and  an  indurated  state  of  the  in- 
tegument extends  beyond  the  limits  oi'  the  ulcer,  pivducing  in 
very  many  instances  a  marked  contraction  ol'  the  orifice  of  the 
vulva;  while,  further,  this  disease  is  seldom  hinited  to  the  inner 
surface  of  the  labia,  but  in  general  affects  their  j)()sterior  part,  the 
])()stcri<)r  vaginal  wall  for  a  short  distance,  and  also,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  vestibuluin;  a  greater  extent  of  surface  than  syphilitic 
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disease  commoiil}"  involves,  while  lastly,  in  a  large  number  of 
cases,  there  is  associated  with  the  ulceration  a  very  remarkable 
disposition  to  hypertrophy  of  the  labia  and  nymphse. 

The  last  peculiarity  led  M.  Huguier,'  who  was  the  first  person 
to  give  a  minute  description  of  this  disease,  to  propose  for  one  of 
its  varieties  the  name  of  lu-pus  hi/per trophicus,  designating  its  other 
forms  lupus  serpiginosus,  and  lupus  perforans.  In  most  instances, 
however,  the  characters  are  so  blended  as  to  render  it  doubtful 
whether  there  is  any  special  advantage  in  these  subdivisions.  The 
affection  may  be  briefly  described  as  a  form  of  ulceration,  attended 
by  little  pain,  which  creeps  all  round  the  vulva,  healing  at  one  part 
while  it  advances  at  another,  indolent  in  its  progress  towards 
healing,  but  also  extending  slowly;  having  irregular,  usually 
rather  overhanging  edges,  the  tissue  of  which,  and  of  the  parts 
immediately  around,  is  hard  and  cartilaginous.  It  is,  moreover, 
attended  by  a  disposition  to  hj-pertrophy  of  the  parts  not  destroyed 
b}^  ulceration,  as  for  instance,  of  the  labia  and  nymphee,  and  by 
the  formation  of  condylomatous  growths  about  the  entrance  of 
the  vagina,  and  the  orifice  of  the  anus,  which  growths  themselves 
also  become  ulcerated.  It  is  a  further  characteristic  of  this  aft'ec- 
tion,  that  the  ulcerations  in  healing  tend  to  produce  great  con- 
traction of  the  orifice  of  the  vulva,  by  the  formation  of  a  firm 
cicatrix-like  tissue,  which  also  usually  occupies  a  greater  extent 
of  surface  than  the  ulceration  had  done  which  it  succeeds. 

M.  Huguier's  essay  contains  an  account  of  nine  cases  of  this 
disease,  and  five  have  come  under  my  own  observation,  making  a 
total  of  fourteen  cases,  all  of  which  occurred  in  women  who  were 
either  married,  or  were  known  to  have  indulged  in  sexual  inter- 
course, with  the  exception  of  one  of  M.  Huguier's  patients,  con- 
cerning whom  no  mention  is  made  on  this  point.  Only  two  of 
M.  Huguier's  patients,  and  only  one  of  mine,  had  had  children  ;  a 
peculiarity  which  seems  scarcely  accounted  for  by  the  impediment 
which,  when  the  disease  has  reached  an  advanced  stage,  it  may 
present  to  sexual  intercourse : 

The  influence  of  age  in  the  production  of  this  disease  is  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Patients  came 

under 

Disease  said  to 

Patients  came  under 

Disease  said  to 

notice  at  age 

of 

have 

begun. 

notice  at  age 

of 

have 

begun. 

Years. 

Years. 

Months. 

Years. 

Years. 

Months. 

20    . 

.      18 

6 

32    . 

.      30 

4 

21    . 

.     20 

6 

32    . 

.     29 

6 

22    . 

.     20 
.     22 

6 
0 

32    . 

.     31 

4 

24    . 

33    . 

.     25 

0 

26    . 

.     21 

0 

38    . 

.     28 

0 

26    . 

.     25 

0 

47    . 

.     46 

0 

30    . 

.     29 

0 

52    . 

.     45 

0 

1  See  his  Memoir  sur  V Esihiomhie  de  la  Region  vulvo-anale,  in  Mem.  de  I' Acad,  de 
Medecine,  1849,  vol.  xiv,  p.  507.  The  engravings  of  the  disease  are  remarkably 
characteristic  of  its  peculiar  features. 
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Or, 

in 

other 

words,  the  disease  be 

gan: 

Under      20  years. 
Between  20  and  25, 
"         25    "    80, 

30    "    35, 
At            45 

56 

in 

U 

a 

1  < 

4 
5 

2 
1 
1 

case, 

14    " 

The  duration  of  the  disease,  including  the  time  during  which 
the  patients  remained  under  observation,  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Number.  Duration. 


Results. 


Cured.        Relieved.         Not  Relieved.        Died. 

1  under            1  year,                          1 

3  "  18  months,                     2                                      1 

3  "  2  years,                                         2                                        li 
1  "  3      "                                              1 

1  "  4      "                             1 

4  between  8  and    9,                                       3                                        1 
1  "  10    "    11,.                                                                                1 

14  4  6  13 

It  is  quite  evident  that  between  this  affection,  which  runs  a 
course  so  uniformly  slow,  which  admits  of  cure  after  the  lapse  of 
more  than  three  years,  and  of  great  relief  even  after  eight  j'ears, 
and  any  kind  of  malignant  disease,  there  must  be  an  essential  dif- 
ference. Moreover,  when  it  runs  a  fatal  course,  it  does  not  destroy 
life  as  cancer  does,  either  by  attacking  some  distant  organ,  or  by 
involving,  as  it  extends,  all  the  tissues  in  one  common  morbid 
change,  but  death  takes  place  from  peritonitis  consequent  on  the 
formation  of  fistulous  communications  between  the  vagina  and 
rectum,  and  the  contraction  of  the  bowel  whose  walls  have  become 
implicated  in  the  disease.  The  microscope,  too,  supports  tlie  dis- 
tinctions which  observation  of  the  general  features  of  the  disease 
suggests.^ 

With  reference  to  the  distinction  between  these  ulcerations  and 
such  as  are  really  of  syphilitic  origin,  it  deserves  notice  that  in  one 

'  This  patient  died  under  chloroform,  and  from  the  advance  of  the  disease. 

2  The  rolh)wing  memorandum  was  made  by  my  friend  Mr.  Paget  of  an  exami- 
nation made  by  him,  after  the  death,  under  chloroform,  of  a  young  woman  in 
whom  a  sore  of  this  kind  had  existed  for  eighteen  months:  "In  the  material 
scraped  from  the  surface  of  the  upper  ulcer  there  were  so  many  small  epitlu'liforin 
.scales,  of  various  shapes,  with  well-marked  nuclei  and  nucleoli,  and  various  gran- 
ular contents,  that  epithelial  cancer  might  have  biien  susi)ected.  But  all  these 
cells  and  their  nuclei  were  small,  there  were  no  laminated  epithelial  corpuscles, 
and  (which  was  most  signilicant)  when  I  examined  the  substance  of  its  base,  taking- 
it  from  beneath,  and  from  imnu'diately  bc^neath  its  surface,  I  found  nothing  but 
the  natural  tissues  of  the  mucous  membrane  with  infiltrated,  inllaiiuuatory,  or  ro- 

parutive  materials On   the  whole,   the  result  of  the   microscopic 

examination  was  to  show  certainly  thai  the  characters  of  these  ulcers  are  like  those 
of  common  ulcers,  having  no  new-fnrmed  structures  ol"  p(>culiar  or  specific  form. 
If  tlie  materials  taken  from  I  be  surface  (if  the  ulcer  bad  been  examined  during  life, 
they  would  ](ri)bably  bav(!  led  to  a  diagnosis  of  •■pilhelial  cancer.  They  were,  liow- 
evcr,  I  imagine,  diseasc-d  epithelial  cells  from  adjaccint  parts  of  the  mucous  raom- 
brune,  or  perhaps  from  the  liealing  jjart  of  the  surface  of  the  ulcer." 
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case  only  of  M.  Hnguier's  did  this  disease  appear  to  "be  grafted  on 
syphilitic  mischief;  while  in  the  other  thirteen  cases,  though  one 
of  the  patients  was  a  prostitute,  and  some  of  the  others  had  ua- 
doubtedh'  exposed  themselves  to  the  risks  of  contagion,  not  one 
presented  the  slightest  s^miptom  of  any  venereal  affection. 

The  general  character  and  progress  of  the  disease  will,  perhaps, 
be  best  illustrated  by  the  history  of  the  case  of  a  woman  aged 
thirty,  who  was  admitted  under  my  care  into  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  in  June,  1850.  She  had  then  been  married  four  years, 
had  given  birth  to  one  child  at  the  full  period,  and  had  likewise 
miscarried  from  fright  at  the  fifth  month,  a  year  before  she  came 
under  my  notice.  She  always  had  good  health,  though  her  men- 
struation was  irregular,  until  after  her  labor,  which  was  perfectly 
naturaL  She  got  about,  however,  too  soon  after  her  confinement, 
and  to  this  indiscretion  she  attributed  a  leucorrhoeal  discharge, 
frequently  streaked  with  blood,  from  which  she  had  suffered  ever 
since.  This  discharge  had  become  more  profuse  since  her  mis- 
carriage, but,  with  the  exception  of  slight  pain  in  the  back,  she 
had  not  experienced  any  other  inconvenience  until  two  months 
previously.  Since  that  time,  however,  she  had  had  a  good  deal 
of  pain,  both  in  micturition,  and  in  sexual  intercourse,  and  the 
discharge  had  become  yellow,  thick,  offensive,  and  escaped  in 
gushes.  The  patient  said  that  she  had  lost  flesh,  but  she  did  not 
appear  either  emaciated  or  seriously  out  of  health. 

The  labia  and  nympliEe  were  much  swollen,  but  not  diseased; 
a  very  abundant,  dirty  puriform  discharge  escaped  on  separating 
them.  A  red,  granular,  bleeding  ulceration,  with  a  hard  surface, 
slightly  joainful  to  the  touch,  and  bleeding  readily,  surrounded  the 
urethra,  while  the  finger  introduced  into  the  vagina  discovered  a 
continuation  of  a  similar  condition  extending  upwards  for  about 
an  inch  in  breadth,  by  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length.  That  part  of 
the  disease,  however,  which  extended  within  the  vagina  was  not 
entirely  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  but  a  thickening  and  infiltration 
of  the  tissues  reached  for  some  distance  on  either  side,  and  the 
actual  ulceration  was  of  very  limited  extent.  On  the  posterior 
vaginal  wall,  a  little  distance  from  the  orifice  of  the  canal  was  a 
small,  hard  tubercle,  the  size  of  the  top  of  the  little  finger,  covered 
by  unchanged  mucous  membrane. 

Six  months  later,  the  external  parts  were  more  tumid,  and  both 
they  and  the  inside  of  the  thighs  were  excoriated  by  the  profuse 
discharge.  The  tubercle  on  the  posterior  vaginal  wall  remained 
unaltered,  but  a  strip  of  ulceration  was  creeping  up  on  either  side. 
Five  months  later,  or  in  the  middle  of  May,  1851,  the  patient  be- 
came again  pregnant,  and  on  February  19,  1852,  she  was  delivered 
of  a  live  female  child,  after  a  labor  of  little  more  than  five  hours' 
duration.  The  tubercle  at  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  had 
somewhat  increased  during  her  pregnancy,  and  the  perineum  felt 
hard  and  brawny.  It  gave  way  during  the  passage  of  the  head, 
but,  nevertheless,  the  patient  passed  through  the  puerperal  state 
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without  any  bad  S3"mptom,  and  on  the  18tli  of  March  was  again 
received  into  the  liospital. 

The  labia  were  then  greatly  swollen,  but  neither  from  anasarca, 
nor  from  inflammation.  Their  surface  was  pale  and  much  wrinkled, 
like  the  hand  when  long  soaked  in  water,  while  the  whole  of  the 
integument  felt  thickened  like  that  of  a  part  affected  with  ele- 
phantiasis. The  nymphge  were  also  greatly  enlarged,  and  pro- 
jected between  the  labia,  but  otherwise  their  tissue  did  not  appear 
to  be  much  altered,  except  on  their  inner  ulcerated  surface.  On 
separating  the  nymphse  an  irregular  ulceration  was  seen  surround- 
ing the  urethra,  which  it  seemed  to  have  partially  detached  from 
its  superior  connections,  and  passing  up  under  the  symphysis 
pubis.  The  clitoris  appeared  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  ulce- 
ration, which  extended  up  quite  to  the  superior  commissure  of  the 
labia,  whence  it  passed  on  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  nymphfe, 
while  pale  rose-colored  warty  granulations,  exactly  like  those  of 
the  ulceration,  surrounded  the  edges  of  the  urethra,  and  formed  a 
prominence  about  it  almost  of  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut.  The  edges 
of  the  lacerated  perineum  were  cicatrized  to  the  extent  of  about  a 
third  of  an  inch,  but  the  rest  of  the  ununited  margins  of  the  labia, 
and  the  walls  of  the  vulva  and  vagina  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  were 
of  harder  texture  than  natural,  semicartilaginous,  of  a  pale  rose-red 
color,  destitute  of  epithelium,  smooth,  and  not  granular-looking, 
but  just  like  a  section  of  a  scirrhous  mass,  and  pouring  forth  a 
copious  sero-purulent  secretion.  A  granulating  ulceration  ex- 
tended for  between  half  an  inch  and  an  inch  along  both  walls  of 
the  vagina,  that  on  its  posterior  wall  ceasing  at  the  base  of  the 
tubercle  already  mentioned  as  situated  there. 

The  removal  of  the  nymph?e  was  followed  by  great  general 
amendment,  and  by  partial  cicatrization  of  the  sore  that  sur- 
rounded the  urethra.  The  granular  outgrowth  immediately  at 
its  orifice  had  by  the  end  of  May  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  its  pre- 
ternatural redness,  and  was  covered,  as  were  the  condylomatous 
growths,  with  pale  mucous  membrane.  The  inner  surface  of 
each  labium,  which  looked  before  like  sections  of  carcinomatous 
growths,  was  covered  by  healthy  mucous  membrane.  On  the 
8th  of  July,  1852,  just  two  years  from  the  patient's  first  coming 
under  my  notice,  there  no  longer  existed  any  positive  ulceration, 
though  in  other  respects  matters  continued  much  as  before,  except 
that  a  vividly  red,  though  but  slightly  sensitive  excrescence,  as 
big  as  the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  now  sprouted  from  the  wall  of 
the  urethra  and  quite  filled  u})  its  canal,  while  the  pnpill;x>  which 
besot  its  margin  continued  as  before. 

From  this  time  I  never  saw  the  patient  again  ;  but  this  un- 
finished history  dis})lays  the  peculiarities  of  the  disease,  its  slow 
progress,  and  its  partial  amendment.  I  wish  it  illustrated  more 
favorably  the  results  of  treatment,  thongli  indeed  the  ])aticMit  left 
the  hoHjiital  better  in  many  respects  than  wIkmi  she  entered  i(,  and 
this  in  Kj)ite  of  its  never  having  been  ])()ssible  to  induce  her  to 
remain  there  for  Uiore  than  three  months  at  a  time.    To  a  certain 
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extent  good  diet,  rest,  cleanliness,  the  use  of  the  hip-bath,  and 
simple  unirritating'  lotions  improve  the  state  of  the  ulceration ; 
and  I  have  sometimes  flattered  myself  that  cicatrization  would 
speedily  take  place.  In. a  few  weeks,  however,  the  limit  of  this 
improvement  has  usually  been  attained,  and  the  patient  has  passed 
from  under  my  care  benefited  indeed,  but  by  no  means  cured.  In 
the  only  instance  in  which  complete  recovery  took  place,  the 
patient  was  kept  steadily  on  a  course  of  mild  mercurial  medicine 
with  small  doses  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  for  nearly  two  months. 
In  this  instance,  however,  the  ulceration  did  not  date  from  longer 
than  seven  months  previously,  and  the  amount  of  thickening  and 
hypertrophy  of  the  nymphfe  was  inconsiderable. 

In  other  cases  I  have  employed  preparations  of  mercury,  iodine, 
and  arsenic,  without  having  been  able  to  attribute  to  any  one  of 
them  a  special  influence  over  the  disease,  and  the  experience  of 
M.  Huguier  does  not  in  these  respect  differ  from  my  own.  One 
point  to  which  he  refers  is  of  great  moment,  namely,  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  nymphfe,  or  any  of  the  adjacent  parts 
which  may  readily  admit  of  extirpation,  provided  the  ulcerations 
upon  them  appear  indisposed  to  heal.  I  should  indeed  be  inclined 
to  advocate  in  every  case  the  removal  both  of  the  ulcerated  nym- 
phee,  and  also  of  all  those  papillary  or  condylomatous  excrescences 
which  beset  the  orifice  of  the  vulva  as  a  preliminary  step  to  any 
attempt  at  the  cure  of  the  disease.  The  opposing  surfaces  keep 
up  mutual  irritation,  while  the  hardened  tissues  prevent  any  ap- 
plication being  effectually  made  to  the  ulceration  about  the  vesti- 
bule. The  outgrowths,  too,  around  the  vulva  are  apt  to  become 
the  seat  of  ulceration,  and  also  to  increase  by  their  presence  the 
probabilities  of  the  occurrence  of  a  relapse.  I  am  unable  to  say 
to  what  extent  the  use  of  the  stronger  caustics,  such  as  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury,  may  be  of  service  in  those  instances  in  which 
the  ulcerations  are  most  indolent,  but  I  am  inclined,  though  from 
very  slight  experience  on  the  subject,  to  think  that  where  its  appli- 
cation is  practicable,  the  influence  of  the  actual  cautery  is  more 
beneficial  in  modifying  the  state  of  the  parts  than  that  of  any  kind 
of  chemical  escharotic. 

3Ialignavt  diseaste  of  the  external  parts  usually  assumes,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  form  of  epithelial  cancer^  though  a  case  of  scirrhus 
of  the  labium  and  one  of  fungoid  disease  of  the  vulva  have  both 
come  under  my  notice.  Epithelial  cancer  generally  commences 
in  the  form  of  a  little  hard  tubercle  on  the  outer  surface,  but  near 
to  the  edge  of  the  labium,  and  without  being  the  seat  of  positive 
pain,  is  yet,  in  most  instances,  a  source  of  annoyance  by  the  smart- 
ing and  itching  which  it  occasions.  It  may  continue  thus  for  an 
uncertain  period — for  several  months,  perhaps  for  longer,  till  at 
length  its  surface  becomes  abraded,  a  serous  discharge  exudes 
from  it,  and  then  completely  losing  its  epithelium,  it  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  circular  sore  seated  on  a  hard,  somewhat  raised 
base.  It  now  spreads  by  ulceration,  the  ulcer  always  retaining 
somewhat  of  a  circular  form,  while  with  its  extension  the  indurated 
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base  also  reaches  further  and  further  heyoncl  the  limits  of  the 
ulceration.  It  constantly  displays  an  indolent  character,  its  edges 
being  hard,  and  its  surface  depressed  a  little  below  the  level  of 
the  surrounding  integument.  The  granulations  so  distinctive  of 
the  ulceration  of  epithelial  cancer  are  frequently  kept  in  check  by 
the  constant  attrition  of  the  opposing  surfaces  of  the  labia,  for  it 
is  worth  notice  that,  though  the  disease  usually  commences  at  the 
edge  of  the  labium,  the  ulceration  generally  advances  inwards 
towards  its  mucous  surface,  and  comparatively  seldom  spreads 
outwards  on  the  integument.  From  the  inner  surface' of  the 
labium,  it  next  involves  the  nympha,  the  pr8eputium  clitoridis, 
and  the  clitoris  itself,  which  parts,  before  they  are  attacked  by 
actual  ulceration,  generally  become  red,  abraded,  and  finely  gran- 
ular on  their  surface. 

For  some  time  even  after  the  ulceration  has  taken  place,  the 
inguinal  glands  continue  healthy  and  are  not  enlarged,  and  the 
general  substance  of  the  labium  is  not  affected.  Presently,  how- 
ever, the  ulceration  extends  in  depth  ;  as  it  does  so,  it  grows  more 
irregular,  and  the  granulations  that  beset  its  surface  become  larger, 
while  the  whole  labium  now  looks  red  and  swollen,  feels  hard,  and 
slightly  irregular,  and  is  very  tender  to  the  touch. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  filling  up  the  picture,  with  the  few  dark 
touches  needed  to  complete  it.  The  disease  sometimes  destroys 
the  labium,  and  then  extends  upon  the  integument  of  the  thigh,  as 
a  deep,  excavated,  ragged  ulcer,  which  yet  does  not  in  general  dis- 
charge much,  nor  invariably  occasion  severe  pain.  At  other  times 
a  gland  swells,  increases  rapidly  in  size,  the  skin  over  it  then  dies, 
and  a  large  cancerous  ulcer  is  left  behind,  while  as  the  disease  ad- 
vances, the  patient  loses  health  and  flesh,  and  fades  away,  not 
destroyed  by  hemorrhage,  as  in  uterine  cancer,  nor  by  any  means 
constantly  worn  out  by  pain,  for  that  is  usually  tolerably  amenable 
to  opiate  remedies. 

I  should  perhaps  mention  that  I  liave  seen  one  instance  of  the 
commencement  of  epithelial  carcinoma,  not  on  the  cutaneous  sur- 
face of  the  labium,  but  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  left  nympha  in 
a  young  married  woman  thirty-one  years  old.  The  disease  had 
the  form  of  a  deep  hole,  with  ragged  edges,  apparently  about  large 
enough  to  contain  a  nut,  but  the  edges  were  so  close  together  that 
it  was  impossible  to  see  to  the  bottom  of  it,  while  any  attempt  to 
BC})ai-ate  them  in  order  to  obtain  a  good  view  gave  so  much  pain 
that  it  was  forced  to  be  abandoned.  Its  edges  and  surface  were 
made  up  of  small  red,  semi-transparent  granulations  of  the  size  of 
a  pin's  head,  and  remarkably  characteristic  of  epithelial  cancer. 

The  commencement  of  the  disease  was  referred  to  a  fall  against 
the  (idga  of  a  chair  five  months  belbre,  when  the  patient  hurt  the 
external  [)arls  very  much,  and  sufli'i'ed  from  pi-oTuse  hemorrhage 
in  consequence.  She  would  not  .submit  to  an  opei'ation  then,  but 
returned  to  the  liospital  a  year  afterwards,  when  all  interlerencc 
was  out  of  the  (luestion,  for  the  ulceration  liad  destroyed  the 
labium,  and  extended  to  the  thigh.     The  poor  woman  had  fol- 
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loM^ed  her  ocenpation  as  a  weaveress  almost  to  tlie  time  of  lier 
admission,  had  suffered  much,  had  fared  ill,  and  had  taken  to 
opium-eating  for  relief.  She  was  transferred  to  the  workhouse, 
but  1  do  not  know  when  she  died.^ 

Our  data  are  hardly  sufficient  to  determine  satisfactorily  the 
duration  of  this  disease.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  tubercle 
which  precedes  the  development  of  the  carcinomatous  sore  may 
exist  for  a  long  period,  even  for  several  years,  though  I  do  not 
imagine  this  usually  to  be  the  case ;  but  that  when  the  process  of 
ulceration  has  commenced  it  runs  its  course  to  a  fatal  issue  within 
two  years. 

In  the  treatment  of  epithelial  carcinoma  the  one  great  question 
to  decide  concerns  the  possibility  of  its  removal.  If  let  alone,  at 
any  rate  after  ulceration  has  commenced,  its  progress  is  invaria- 
bly to  a  fatal  issue  ;  and  any  of  the  local  applications  which  may 
be  tried  in  ulcerations  of  a  doubtful  character  on  other  parts  can 
never  be  efficiently  employed  in  diseases  of  the  external  sexual 
organs  of  women.  I  have  not  experience  enough  to  say  in  what 
proportion  of  cases  the  disease  recurs,  or  how  long  a  period  of 
immunity  may  be  hoped  for  after  its  extirpation.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, I  am  sure,  that  present  comfort  is  promoted,  that  life  is  de- 
cidedly prolonged,  and  that  a  chance,  if  but  a  slender  chance,  at 
any  rate  the  only  one,  is  thereby  affi^rded  the  patient  of  a  perma- 
nent cure.  The  surgery  of  the  operation  lies  beyond  my  province ; 
the  only  suggestion  that  I  would  venture  to  give  concerning  it  is, 
that  care  should  be  taken  to  remove  enough,  and  that  the  opera- 
tor should  not,  through  fear  of  making  too  large  a  wound,  carry 
his  incisions  too  near  to  diseased  tissues. 

1  I  have  also  seen  one  instance,  in  a  woman  aged  thirty-four,  of  the  simultane- 
ous occurrence  of  malignant  ulceration  of  the  interior  of  the  labia  and  nymphse, 
and  of  epithelial  carcinoma  of  the  skin  over  the  puhes.  Death  took  place  in 
twenty  months.  There  was  infiltration  of  cancerous  matter  into  the  body  of  the 
uterus,  hut  its  cervix  was  healthy,  and  no  secondary  deposits  existed  in  any  other 
organ. 
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External  peritonitis,  349 
Extirpation  of  uterus,  when  proeident,  158 
when  inverted,  196,  200 

by    ligature     and    knife    com- 
pared, 197,  201 
in  cases  of  cancer,  326 


Fallopian  tube,  its  unnatural  patency  (note), 
86 
discharge  of  ovarian  cyst  through  it,  410 
Fat-cysts  of  ovary,  402 
Fatty  tumors  of  uterus,  273 
Fibrinous  polypus  (see  Polypus),  213 
Fibro-cystio  tumors  of  uterus  (note),  220 

polypi  (note),  215 
Fibroid  (ri-(rurrent)  tumors  of  uterus,  268 
Fibrous  polyi)UH  (see  Polypus),  262 

tumors  of  uterus,  general  characters  of, 
216 
miftroscopic  structure,  216 
relaliouH  r)f,  to  uterus,  217 
si'/.u  and  number,  219 
containing  large  cysts  (note),  220 
sjioritantMjuK  (Mire  of,  220 
Hoftuning  of,  22) 


Fibrous  tumors  of  uterus,  calcification  of,  222 
relation  of,  to  malignant  disease,  223 
influence  of  age  on,  225 

marriage  on,  226 
symptoms  of,  226 
influence  of,  on  fecundity,  228 
state  of  uterus  in,  230 
diagnosis  of,  232 

from  ovarian  tumor,  234,  427 
abortion,  234 
flexions  of  uterus,  236 
cancer  of  uteruj,  237,  314 
associated  with  intense  pain,  237 
from  pregnancy,  239 
prognosis  of,  242 

complicating  pregnancy,  243 
treatment,  244 

use  of  iodine,  247 

the  Kreuznaeh  waters,  247 
extirpation  of,  249 
of  labor  complicated  with,  256 
tumors  of  vagina,  512 
Fistula,  intestino-vesical,  494 

vesico-vaginal,  492 

Flexions  of  uterus,  165 

how  produced,  167 

comparative  frequency  of  ante-  and  retro- 
flexion, 166 
anatomical  results  of,  169 
congenital,  169 
symptoms  of,   170,  175 
their  importance  overrated,  171 
symptoms  of,  accounted  for,  174 
diagnosis  of,  178 
treatment,  180 

employment  of  mechanical  means, 
181 
Follicular  inflammation,  of  vulva,  529 
FormulEe,  aperient,  chalybeate,  46 
astringent,  60,  61 
antiphlogistic,  sedative,  60 
mucilaginous,  324 
stimulant,  75 
anodyne  liniment,  121 
for  cases  of  C3'stitis,  490 
sedative  lotions,  620,  522 


Gangrenous  inflammation  of  vulva,  517 
Gonorrhoea,  its  diagnosis  not  always  possible, 
510 
a  cause  of  acute  metritis,  91 
Granular  vaginitis,  510 


Hscmatocele,  uterine,  its  nature,  359 

symptoms  and  course,  363 

cases  illustrative  of,  305 

diagnosis,  371 

prognosis,  373 

treatment,  375 

indications  for  puncture,  377 
Hair  in  ovarian  cysts,  402 
Hymen,  imperforate,  38 

Uyportro)iliy  of  uterus,  from  defective  invo- 
lution, 85 

from  sterile  marriage,  87 

of  cervix  only,  88 

jiiirlial,  206 
Hysteria,  jioritonitis  siinuhitod  by,  20 


Idiots,  puberty  late  in,  41 
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Inflammation   of    uterus,    difficulties    in   its 
study,  90 
acute,  its  causes  and  symptoms.  90 

treatment,  92 
chronic,   94 

treatment,  119 
uterine  appendages  (see  Uterus,  appen- 
dages of),  336 
Iodine,  injection  of,  into  ovarian  cysts,  459 
its  dangers  and  results,  4fi2 
points  on  which  information  needed,  466 
Intra-uterine  injections,  in  menorrhagia,  66 
Inversion  of  uterus,  188 
its  causes,  188 

symptoms  at  time  of  its  occurrence, 

189 
results,  191 
spontaneous  replacement  of,  192 
diagnosis  of,  when  recent,  193 

chronic,  199 
treatment—  attempts  at  replacement,  194 

extirpation  of  uterus,  196,  200 
from  polypus,  201 
Involution  of  uterus  j  results  of  its  interrup- 
tion, 84 
Irritable  uterus,  72 

Kidneys,  atrophy  of,  from,  prolapse  of  blad- 
der, 137 
in  cancer  of  uterus,  302 
disease  of.  producing  symptoms  of  cysti- 
tis, 487' 
Kreuznach,  waters  of,  in  cases  of  fibrous  tu- 
mor, 247 


Labia,  inflammation  of,  517 

boils  on,  519 
Labor,  share  of,  in  production  of  uterine  ail- 
ments, 113 
cause  of  inflammation  of  uterine  appen- 
dages, 337 
complicated  with  polypus,  267 
fibrous  tumor,  244,  258 
cancer,  311,  324 
induction  of,  prematurely,  in  fibrous  tu- 
mor, 258 
Leeches  to  uterus,  how  applied,  78 

caution  wiih  reference  to  their  use,  93, 
119 
Leueorrhoea,  cervix  uteri  its  alleged   source, 
117 
treatment  of,  121 
cervical,  treatment  of,  125 
vaginal,  microscopic  character  of,  506 
treatment  of,  508 
Lupus  of  vulva,  531 

Malformation   of  sexual  organs,  a  cause  of 

amenorrboea,  37 
Masturbation,  removal  of  clitoris  for,  627 
Menorrhagia,  its  causes  twofold,  52 
constitutional  causes  of,  53 
from  local  causes,  56 
occasional  death  from,  63 
its  treatment,  58 

of  cases  requiring  depletion,  60 
use  of  astringents  in,  61 
digitalis  in,  62 
local  measures  in,  64 
intra-uterine  injections  in,  66 


Menorrhagia,  scraping  uterine  mucous  mem- 
brane in,  67 
Menstruation,  various  causes  of  its  disorders, 
21,  34 

disorders  of,  referred  to  three  classes,  34 

first,  average  date  of,  35 

tardy,  usually  difficult,  36 

precocious  (note),  53 
Metritis,  acute,  90 

hemorrhagic,  60 

Nabothian  bodies  ;  their  nature,  124 
enlarged,  208 

cyst-formations  from,  209 


Obliquity,  congenital,  of  uterus,  169 
Ovaries,  special  function  of,  20 
defective  development  of,  37 
displacement  of,  389 
hernia  of  (note),  390 
inflammation  of,  378 

in  cases  ot  acute  metritis,  93 
rare  in  an  acute  form,  382 
occasional  occurrence  of  abscess,  383 
most  frequently  chronic,  385 
symptoms  of  chronic  ovaritis,   385, 

388 
treatment,  387,  390 
simple  cvsts  of,  connected  with  Wolffian 
body,  393 
often  stationary,  407 
from  enlarged  Graafian  vesicles,  395 
from  other  causes,  398 
sometimes  stationary,  407 
disappear,  409 
compound  cysts,  398 

cysto-sarcomatous,  400 
colloid  cysts,  401 
cancerous,  402 
fat-cysts,  402 

frequency  of  different  cysts,  406 
difl^erent  kinds  of,  402 
cysts  of,  discharge  of,  by  various  chan- 
nels, 410 
danger  of  rupture  into  peritoneum, 

413 
inflammation  of,  414 
Ovarian  dropsy,  disorder  of  health  from,  415 
predisposing  causes  of,  417 
exciting  causes  of,  420 
early  symptoms  of,  421 
advanced  symptoms  of,  423 
diagnosis  of,  233,  373,  426 
prognosis  of,  437 
treatment,  439 

palliative,  440 

tapping  in,  442 
radical,  450 

tight  bandage  after  tapping,  450 
subcutaneous  puncture,  462 
puncture  per  vaginam,  452 
maintenance  of  opening,  453 
excision  of  portion  of  wall,  458 
iodine  injections,  459 
extirpation  of  ovary,  468 
Ovariotomy,  468 

often  impracticable,  470,  474 
two  operations,  469 

their  results  compared,  474 
its  mortality  (note),  469,  478 
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Ovariotomy,  its  mortality,  causes  of,  471 

and  of  Csesarean  section  compared, 
472,  47S 
reasons  for  formerly  rejecting  the  opera- 
tion, 476 
these  reasons  reconsidered,  478 
indications  for  and  against  it,  stated,  482 


Pelvic  cellulitis,  336 

diagnosis  from  uterine  hsematocele,  351, 
372 
Peritoneum,  rupture  of  ovarian  cyst  into,  413 
Peritonitis,  hysterical,  20 

externa],  349 
Pessaries,  their  diiferent  kinds,  146 
rules  for  their  introduction,  150 
Plug,  in  cases  of  menorrhagia,  64 

operations  on  uterus,  332 
Polypus  of  uterus.     Mucous  polypus,  207 
Glandular,  208 

symptoms  of,  209 
sources  of  hemorrhage  in,  210 
diagnosis  of,  211 
removal  of,  212 
Fibrinous,  213 

its  nature,  symptoms,  andtr-jatment, 
214 
Fibro-cystic  ;  its  nature  doubtful  (note) , 

215 
Fibrous  ;  structure  of,  259 

source  of  hemorrhage  in,  210,  260 
development  of,  262 
inversion  of  womb  by,  201 
symptoms  of,  262 
diagnosis,  263 

and  of  inverted  womb,  199 
management  of  labor  with  it,  267 
removal  by  ligature  or  excision,  263 
Malignant,  288 
Pregnancy,  share  of,  in  production  of  uterine 
ailments,  113 
obscured  by  fibrous  tumors,  240 
diagnosis  of,  from  fibrous  tumor,  239 

ovarian  dropsy,  434 
rendered  dangerous  by  fibrous  tumors, 
243 
cancer,  311 
extra-uterine,     diagnosis    from    uterine 
hsematocele,  371 
Procidentia  of  uterus,  132 
its  symptoms,  140 
treatment  of,  151 

cautions  in  returning  it,  152 
Ojjerations  for  its  cure,  153 
failure  of  all  operations,  155 
danger  of  Huguier's  operation,  157 
extirpation  of  uterus  for,  168 
Prolapsus  uteri,  its  different  degrees,  127 

anatomical  arrangements  which  prevent 

its  occurrence,  128 
itH  causes,  129 

mode  of  production  in  the  aged,  130 
allerutiouH  in  the  uterus  itself  from  it, 

131 
complete  prolnpse,  or  procidentia,  132 
cecondary  to  proliipHe  of  vagina,  133 
HyinploiuH  of  its  earlier  stages,  138 

comjilete  i)rolapHu  (hee  I'rociileiitia), 
HO 
associated  with  y)regnancy,   112 
itH  treiitiiieiit,  I'l.'i 


Prolapsus  uteri,  mechanical  support,  when  to 
be  used  (see   Pessaries  and  Supports), 
145 
of  vagina,  133 

a   cause  of  hypertrophy    of  cervix 

uteri,  134,  136 
partial,  of  anterior  or  posterior  wall 

(see  Bladder,  prolapse  of),  135 
symptoms  of,  142 
Pruritus  of  vulva,  521 

attendant  on  diabetes,  19 
Puberty,  precocious  (note),  53 

tardy,  from  various  causes,  36,  40 
Puncture,  subcutaneous,  of  ovarian  cyst  (see 
Tapping),  452 


Rectum,  prolapsus  of,  137 

its  treatment,  143 
Recurrent  fibroid  tumors  of  uterus,  268 
Retroflexion  of  uterus,  comparative  frequency 

of  it,  and  of  anteflexion,  166 
Retroversion  of  uterus,  160 

mode  of  its  production,  160 

causes  of,  161 

diagnosis  from  uterine  hEcmatOcele,  372 
ovarian  tumors,  428 
Rodent  ulcer  of  uterus,  292 
Rupture,  spontaneous,  of  ovarian  cyst,  410 


Scarification  of  uterus  ;  its  uses,  79 

Scirrhus  of  uterus,  278 

Secretions,  from  sexual  organs  ;  their  various 

sources,  22 
Sensibility,  disorders  of,  in  diseases  of  women, 

22 
Sound,  uterine  ;  by  whom  suggested,  27 

Dr.  Simpson's  described,  28 

mode  of  introduction,  28 
Speculum  uteri,  invention  of,  29 

varieties  of,  30 

mode  of  introduction,  31 

its  value  estimated,  33 
Support,  mechanical,  in  prolapsus  uteri,  145 

internal,  146 

external,  149 
Supporter,  the  uterine,  182 

objections  to  its  use,  183 
Sterility,    influence  of  flexions  of  uterus  in 
producing  it,  177 

polypi,  211 

fibrous  tumors,  228 
Syphilis,  tertiary,  of  vulva,  529 


Tapping  in  ovarian  dropsy,  442 

attitude  in,  447 

its  dangers  estimated,  443 

exhaustion  after,  448 

cyst-inllanimiition  from,  448 

followed  by  tight  bandaging,  450 

subcutaneous,  452 

per  vaginam,  452 

and  maintenance  of  opening,  453 
injection  of  iodine,  451) 
Teeth  in  ovarian  cysts,  •102 
Trichomonas,  characteristic  of  vaginal   lou- 

corrlKca,  506 
Tubercle  of  uterus,  274 

ulcerations  said  to  be  tuberculous,  291 
Tumors,  flouting,  of  abdomen  (note),  436 
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Ulcer,  rodent,  of  uterus,  292 
Ulceration  of  os  uteri ;  its  characters,  101 
its  alleged  importance,  102 
importance  doubted,  103 
success  of  local  treatment  explained, 

108 
local  treatment  sometimes  mischiev- 
ous, 109 
objections  to  frequent  use  of  caustics, 

111 
local  treatment,  when  necessary,  123 
Urethra,  congestion  of,  498 
vascular  tumors  of,  500 
chronic  ulceration  of,  503 
Urine,  albumen  in,  from  presence  of  leucor- 

rhcea,  19 
Uterine  sound  (see  Sound),  27 
Uterus,  absence  of,  38 

knowledge  of  its  structure  and  diseases 

formerly  defective,  95 
assumed  constitutional  origin  of  its  dis- 
eases, 97 
its  special  liability  to  disease  accounted 

for,  98 
inflammation  of  its  cavity  and  body,  90 
cancerous,  extirpation  of,  326 
appendages  of,  inflammation  of,  336 
its  causes,  337 
extent  to  which  peritonitis  attends 

it,  341 
tendency  to  suppuration,  341,  345 
post-mortem  appearances,  342 
process  of  cure  of,  343 
nature  and  analogies  of,  344 
its  symptoms,  345 

chronic  course,  347,  351 


Uterus,  appendages  of,  inflammation  of,  di- 
agnosis, 348,  426 
occasionally  independent    of    puer- 
peral causes,  353 
its  treatment,  355 

puncture,  when  indicated,  358 

Vagina,  acute  inflammation  of,  505 
its  treatment,  607_ 

chronic  inflammation  of,  507 
its  treatment,  508 

cysts  of,  510 

fibrous  tumors  of,  512 

malignant  disease  of,  513 

extension    of  cancerous   disease   of 
uterus  to,  285 

rupture  of  ovarian  cyst  into,  412 

spasm  of,  or  vaginismus,  523 
Vaginitis,  505 

granular,  510 
Vesico- vaginal  fistula,  492 

treatment  previous  to  operation  for,  493 
Vulva,  eczema  of,  519 

puritus  of,  521 

follicular  inflammation  of,  529 

gangrenous  inflammation  of,  517 

tertiary  syphilis  of,  529 

lupus  of,  531 

cancer  of,  535 


Wolffian  bodies,  cysts  of,  393 
often  remain  stationary,  407 

Zwanck,  his  pessary  described,  148 
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be  spared  to  maintain  the  "Journal"  in  the  high  position  which  it  has  so  long  occu- 
pied as  a  national  exponent  of  scientific  medicine,  and  as  a  medium  of  intercommu- 
nication between  the  profession  of  Europe  and  America — to  render  it,  in  fact,  neces- 
sary to  every  practitioner  who  desires  to  keep  on  a  level  with  the  progress  of  his 
science. 

'I'he  subscription  price  of  the  "Amkrican  Journal  of  the  Mkdical  Soiknck.s"  has 
never  been  raised,  during  its  long  career.  It  is  still  Five  ])ollars  per  annum  in  ad- 
vance, for  which  sum  the  subscriber  receives  in  addition  the  ".Medical  Nkvvs  and 
Ltbraky,"  maUing  in  all  al)out  1500  large  octavo  pages  per  annum,  free  of  postage. 

II. 

THE  MEDICAL  NEWS  AND  Lir.HARY 

]?  a  monthly  jifriodical  of  Thirty-two  large  octavo  ]>ages,  making  38 1  pages  per 
atinuin.  Jts  "Nkwh  Dki'artmknt"  presents  the  current  inlbrination  of  the  dny,  with 
Clinical  Lectures  and  lloHjiilal  Cleanings;  while  the  "  liiuKAitv  Dki'aktmknt"  is  de- 
voted to  publishing  staiidaitl  works  on  the  various  braoches  of  medical  soiencc,  paged 


*  (^immunlcatlonH  arc  Invited  from  K<^ntlomon  In  all  pftitB  of  the  country      All  elaburuto  artlcloH  iu»erttMi 
by  the  Editor  are  jiald  for  by  thu  Pabllober. 
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separately,  so  that  they  can  be  removed  and  bound  on  completion.  In  this  manner 
subscribers  have  received,  without  expense,  such  works  as  "  Watson's  Practice," 
"Todd  and  Bowman's  Physiology,"  "West  on  Children,"  "Malgaigne's  Surgery," 
etc.  &c.  The  work  now  appearing  in  its  pages  is  Dr.  Hudson's  valuable  "Lectures 
ON  THE  Study  op  Fever,"  which  was  commenced  in  the  number  for  July,  1867.  Gen- 
tlemen desiring  their  subscriptions  to  commence  with  Jan.  1868  can  procure,  for  titty 
cents,  the  portion  which  has  appeared  from  July  to  December  inclusive. 

As  stated  above,  the  subscription  price  of  the  "Medical  News  and  Library"  is 
One  Dollar  per  annum  in  advance ;  and  it  is  furnished  without  charge  to  all  sub- 
scribers to  the  "American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences." 

III. 

EANKING'S  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SCIENCES 

is  issued  in  half-yearly  volumes,  which  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  about  the  first 
of  August,  and  first  of  February.  Each  volume  contains  about  300  closely  printed 
octavo  pages,  making  six  hundred  pages  per  annum. 

"Ranking's  Abstract"  has  now  been  published  in  England  regularly  for  more  tham 
twenty  years,  and  has  acquired  the  highest  reputation  for  the  ability  and  industry 
with  which  the  essence  of  medical  litei'ature  is  condensed  into  its  pages.  It  purports 
to  be  '^An  Analytical  and  Critical  Digest  of  the  principal  British  and  Continental 
3£eclical  Works  published  in  the  preceding  Six  Months,''  and,  in  addition  to  the  matter 
thus  derived  from  independent  treatises,  it  presents  an  abstract  of  all  that  is  impor- 
tant or  interesting  in  about  sixty  British  and  Continental  journals.  Each  article 
is  carefully  condensed,  so  as  to  present  its  substance  in  the  smallest  possible  compass, 
thus  affording  space  for  the  very  large  amount  of  information  laid  before  its  readers. 
The  volumes  of  1867,  for  instance,  thus  contained 

FIFTY-FIVE  ARTICLES  ON  GENERAL  QUESTIONS  IN  MEDICINE. 

NINETY-SEVEN  ARTICLES  ON  SPECIAL  QUESTIONS  IN  MEDICINE. 

FIVE  ARTICLES  ON  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

TIIIRTY-TWO  ARTICLES  ON  GENERAL  QUESTIONS  IN  SURGERY. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVEN  ARTICLES  ON  SPECIAL  QUESTIONS  IN  SURGERY. 

SEVENTY'-TWO  ARTICLES  ON  MIDWIFERY  AND  DISEASES  OF  Vi'OMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

FORTY-EIGHT  ARTICLES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 

SIXTY-THREE  REVIEV7S  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

THREE  ARTICLES  IN  APPENDIX. 

Making  in  all  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  articles  in  a  single  year.  Each  volume, 
moreover,  is  systematically  arranged,  with  an  elaborate  Table  of  Contents  and  a  very 
full  Index,  thus  facilitating  the  researches  of  the  reader  in  pursuit  of  particular  sub- 
jects, and  enabling  him  to  refer  without  loss  of  time  to  the  vast  amount  of  infor- 
mation contained  in  its  pages. 

The  subscription  price  of  the  "  Abstract,"  mailed  free  of  postage,  is  Two 
Dollars  and  a  Half  per  annum,  payable  in  advance.     Single  volumes,  $1  50  each. 

As  stated  above,  however,  it  will  be  supplied  in  conjunction  with  the  "American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences"  and  the  "  Medical  News  and  Library,"  the 
whole /ree  of  postage,  for  Six  Dollars  per  annum  in  advance. 

For  this  small  sum  the  subscriber  will  therefore  receive  three  periodicals,  each  of 
the  highest  reputation  in  its  class,  containing  in  all  over  two  thousand  pages  of  the 
choicest  reading,  and  presenting  a  complete  view  of  medical  progress  throughout  the  ■ 
world. 

In  this  effort  to  bring  so  large  an  amount  of  practical  information  within  the  reach 
of  every  member  of  the  profession,  the  publisher  confidently  anticipates  the  friendly 
aid  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  dissemination  of  sound  medical  literature.  He 
trusts,  especially,  that  the  subscribers  to  the  "American  Medical  Journal"  will  call 
the  attention  of  their  acquaintances  to  the  advantages  thus  offered,  and  that  he  will 
be  sustained  in  the  endeavor  to  permanently  establish  medical  periodical  literature  on 
a  footing  of  cheapness  never  heretofore  attempted. 

%*  Gentlemen  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  offered  will  do 
well  to  forward  their  subscriptions  at  an  early  day,  in  order  to  insure  the  receipt  of 
complete  sets  for  the  year  1868. 

I^°  The  safest  mode  of  remittance  is  by  postal  money  order,  drawn  to  the  order  of 
the  undersigned.  Where  money  order  post-offices  are  not  accessible,  remittances  for 
the  "Journal"  maybe  made  at  the  risk  of  the  publisher,  by  forwarding  in  registered 
letters.    Address, 

HENRY  C.  LEA, 
No3.  706  and  708  Sansom  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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JJUNGLISON  [ROBLEY],  M.D., 

"^  Professor  of  InstUides  of  Medicine  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

MEDICAL  LEXICON;  A  Dictionary  op  Medical  Science:   Con- 
taining a  concise  explanation  of  the  various  Subjects  and  Terms  of  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Pathology,  Hygiene,  Therapeutics,  Pharmacology,  Pharmacy,  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  and  Dentistry.     Notices  of  Climate  and  of  Mineral  Waters ;   Formulae  for 
Officinal,  Empirical,  and  Dietetic  Preparations;  with  the  Accentuation  and  Etymology  of 
the  Terms,  and  the  French  and  other  Synonymes  ;  so  as  to  constitute  a  French  as  well  as 
English  Medical  Lexicon.    Thoroughly  Revised,  and  very  greatly  Modified  and  Augmented 
In  one  very  large  and  handsome  royal  octavo  volume  of  1048  double-columned  pages,  in 
small  type;  strongly  done  up  in  extra  cloth,  $6  00;  leather,  raised  bands,  $6  75. 
The  object  of  the  author  from  the  outset  has  not  been  to  make  the  work  a  mere  lexicon  or 
dictionary  of  terms,  but  to  afford,  under  each,  a  condensed  view  of  its  various  medical  relations, 
and  thus  "to  render  the  work  an  epitome  of  the  existing  condition  of  medical  science.     Starting 
with  this  view,  the  immense  demand  which  has  existed  for  the  work  has  enabled  him,  in  repeated 
revisions,  to  augment  its  completeness  and  usefulness,  until  at  length  it  has  attained  the  position 
of  a  recognized  and  standard  authority  wherever  the  language  is  spoken.     The  mechanicnl  exe- 
cution of  this  edition  will  be  found  greatly  superior  to  that  of  previous  impressions.    By  enlarging 
the  size  of  the  volume  to  a  royal  octavo,  and  by  the  employment  of  a  small  but  clear  type,  on 
extra  fine  paper,  the  additions  have  been  incorporated  without  materially  increasing  the  bulk  of 
the  volume,  and  the  matter  of  two  or  three  ordinary  octavos  has  been  compressed  into  the  space 
of  one  not  unhandy  for  consultation  and  reference. 
It  would  "be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  besto'w  a  i      It'is  undoubtedly  the  most  complete  and   useful 


word  of  praise  upon  this  Lexicon.  We  can  only 
wonder  at  the  labor  expended,  for  whenever  we  refer 
to  its  pages  for  information  we  are  seldom  disap- 
poiQted  in  finding  all  we  desire,  whether  it  be  in  ac- 
centuation, etymology,  or  definition  of  terms. — New 
York  Medical  Journal,  November,  1S6.5. 

It  would  be  mere  waste  of  words  in  us  to  express 
our  admiration  of  a  work  whicli  is  so  universally 
and  deservedly  appreciated.  The  most  admirable 
work  of  its  kind  in  the  English  language.  As  a  book 
of  reference  it  is  invaluable  to  the  medical  practi- 
tioner, and  in  every  instance  that  we  have  turned 
over  its  pages  for  information  we  have  been  charmed 
by  the  clearness  of  laoguage  and  the  accuracy  of 
detail  with  which  each  abounds.  We  can  most  coi-- 
dially  and  confidently  comraeud  it  to  our  readers. — 
GLasgovi  Medical  Journal,  January,  186(3. 

A  work  to  which  there  is  no  equal  in  the  English 
language. — Edinlnirgh  Medical  Journal. 

It  is  something  more  than  a  dictionary,  and  some- 
thing less  than  an  eucyclopjedia.  This  edition  of  the 
well-i<nown  work  is  a  great  improvement  on  its  pre- 
decessors. The  book  i.s  one  of  the  very  few  of  which 
it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  every  medical  man 
-should  possess  it. — London  Medical  Times,  Aug.  26, 

ast;.5. 

Few  works  of  the  class  exhibit  a  grander  monument 
of  patient  research  and  of  scientific  lore.  The  extent 
of  the  sale  of  this  lexicon  is  sufflcieat  to  testify  to  its 
n-efuluess,  and  to  the  great  service  conferred  by  Dr. 
Kobley  Dunglisou  on  the  profession,  and  indeed  on 
others,  by  its  issue. — London  Lancet,  May  13,  1S65. 

The  old  edition,  which  is  now  superseded  by  the 
new,  has  been  universally  looked  upon  by  the  medi- 
cal profession  as  a  work  of  immense  research  and 
great  value.  The  new  has  increased  usefulness;  for 
medicine,  in  all  its  brauches,  has  been  making  such 
progress  that  many  new  terms  aud  subjects  have  re- 
cenllybeen  introduced:  all  of  which  maybe  found 
fully  dellned  in  tlie  piesent  edition.  Wo  know  of  no 
other  dictionary  in  tlie  linglisli  language  Hint  can 
bear  a  coraparlsou  with  it  in  point  of  cojnpleteuess  of 
subjects  and  accuracy  of  statemeat. — N.  Y.  Drug- 
f/if<lif'  Circular,  16'i.j. 

For  many  years  Dungllson'g  Dictionary  has  been 
the  standard  book  Of  reference  with  most  practition- 
ers in  this  country,  aud  we  can  certainly  commcud 
lliJH  Work  to  till)  nMiewod  conlldencB  and  regard  of 
/)ur  readers. — Ciuciiinuli  Lancet,  April,  I86j. 


medical  dictionary  hitherto  published  in  this  country. 
— Chicago  Med.  Examiner,  February,  lb6.5. 

What  we  take  to  be  decidedly  the  best  medical  dic- 
tionary in  the  English  language.  Tlie  present  edition 
is  brought  fully  up  to  the  advanced  .-iate  of  science. 
For  many  a  long  year  "Dunglison"  has  been  at  our 
elbow,  a  constant  companion  and  friend,  and  vre 
greet  him  in  his  replenished  and  improved  form  with 
especial  satisfaction. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour- 
nal, June  27,  1863. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  book  of  all  others  which  the 
physician  or  surgeon  should  have  on  his  shelves.  It 
is  more  needed  at  the  present  day  than  a  few  years 
back. — Canada  Med.  Journal,  July,  lS6o. 

It  deservedly  stands  at  the  head,  and  cannot  be 
surpassed  in  excellence. — Buffalo  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  April,  186.5. 

We  can  sincerely  commend  Dr  Dunglison's  work 
as  most  thorough,  scientific,  and  accurate.  We  have 
tested  it  by  searching  its  images  for  new  terms,  which 
have  abounded  so  much  of  late  in  medical  ucmen- 
clature,  and  our  seaich  has  been  successful  in  every 
instance.  We  have  been  particularly  struck  with  tlie 
fulness  of  the  synonymy  and  the  accuracy  of  the  de- 
rivation of  words.  It  is  as  necessary  a  work  to  every 
enlightened  physician  as  Worcester's  English  Dic- 
tionary is  to  every  one  who  would  keep  up  his  know- 
ledge of  the  English  tongue  to  the  standard  of  the 
present  day.  It  is,  to  our  mind,  the  most  conipleie 
work  of  the  kind  with  which  we  are  acquaiuted. — 
Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  June  22,  ISho. 

We  are  free  to  confess  that  we  know  of  no  medical 
dii;tionary  more  complete;  no  one  better,  if  so  well 
adapted  for  the  use  of  the  student;  no  one  tluit  may 
be  consulted  with  more  salisfiiction  by  the  medical 
practitioner. — Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences,  April,  186-5. 

The  value  of  the  present  edition  has  been  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  introduction  of  new  subjects  and 
terms,  and  a  more  complete  olyiuology  aud  accenlua- 
lion,  wlilch  renders  the  work  iu>t  only  satisi'uctory 
aud  desirable,  but  iudisponsiiblo  to  the  physician. — 
Chicago  Med.  Journal,  April,  lSti.5. 

No  intelligent  member  of  the  profession  can  or  will 
be  without  it. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
April,  1865. 

It  has  the  rare  merit  that  it  certainly  has  no  rival 
in  the  EnglUli  language  for  accuracy  aud  extent 
reforence.s. — London  Medical  (Jazttte. 
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A   DICTIONAIJV  OK  THE  TERMS  USED  IN  MEDICINE  AND 

THE   COLLATERAL   SCIENCES.     A  new   American   edition,   revised,   with   numerous 
(uMilions,   by   Isaac    Havs,   M.I).,   Editor  of  the   "American   Journal  of  the   Medical 
KcienccH."     In  one  largo  royal  12mo.  volume  of  over  51)0  douiilo-coluinned  pages;  extra 
cloth,  $1  50  ;  leather,  $2  00. 
It  Ih  the  best  book  of  ilcflultlouH  WO  have,  and  ought  ftlwayH  to  be  upou  the  Htadont'a  table.— Sot(<Atrn 
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?^EILL  {JOHN),  M.D.,    and    ^MITH  {FRANCIS  G.),  M.D., 

Prof,  of  the  InstiUdes  of  Medicine  in  the  Univ.  of  Penna. 

AX    ANALYTICAL    COMPENDIUM   OF   THE   VARIOUS 

BRANCHES  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE;  for  the  Use  and  Examination  of  Students.  A 
new  edition,  revised  and  improved.  In  one  very  large  and  handsomely  printed  royal  12mo. 
volume,  of  about  one  thousand  pages,  with  374  wood  cuts,  extra  cloth,  $4 ;  strongly  bound 
in  leather,  with  raised  bands,  $4  75. 


The  Compend  of  Drs.  Neilland  Smith  is  incompara- 
bly the  most  valuable  work  of  its  class  ever  published 
in'this  country.  Attempts  have  been  made  in  various 
quarters  to  squeeze  Auatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery, 
the  Practice  of  Sledicine,  Obstetrics,  Materia  Medica, 
and  Chemistry  into  a  single  manual;  but  the  opera- 
tion has  signally  failed  in  the  hands  of  all  up  to  the 
advent  of  "  NeiU  and  Smith's"  volume,  which  is  quite 
a  miracle  of  success.  The  outlines  of  the  whole  are 
admirably  drawn  and  illustrated,  and  the  authors 
are  emioently  entitled  to  the  grateful  consideration 
of  the  student  of  every  class. — iV.  0.  Med.  and  Surg. 
JTourncd. 

This  popular  favorite  with  the  student  is  so  well 
known  that  it  requires  no  more  at  the  hands  of  a 
medical  editor  than  the  annunciation  of  a  new  and 
improved  edition.  There  is  no  sort  of  comparison 
between  this  work  and  any  other  on  a  similar  plan, 
and  for  a  similar  object. — Nash.  Journ.  of  Medicine. 

There  are  but  few  students  or  practitioners  of  me- 
dicine unacquainted  with  the  former  editions  of  this 
unassuming  though  highly  iustructive  work.  The 
whole  science  of  medicine  appears  to  have  been  sifted, 
as  the  gold-bearing  sands  of  El  Dorado,  and  the  pre- 
cious facts  treasured  up  in  this  little  volume.  A  com- 
plete portable  library  so  condensed  that  the  student 
may  make  it  his  constant  pocket  companion. —  West- 
ern Lancet. 

To  compress  the  whole  science  of  medicine  in  less 
than  1,000  pages  is  an  impossibility,  but  we  think  that 
the  book  before  us  approaches  as  near  to  it  as  is  pos- 
sible. Altogether,  it  is  the  best  of  its  class,  and  has 
met  with  a  deserved  success.  As  an  elementary  text- 
book for  students,  it  has  been  useful,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  employed  in  the  esamiuation  of  private 
classes,  whilst  it  will  often  be  referred  to  by  the 
country  practitioner. —  Va.  Med.  Jov/raa.l. 


As  a  handbook  for  students  it  is  invaluable,  con- 
taining in  the  most  condensed  form  the  established 
facts  and  priuciples  of  medicine  and  its  collateral 
sciences. — N.  H.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

In  the  rapid  course  of  lectures,  where  work  for  the 
students  is  heavy,  and  review  necessary  for  an  exa- 
mination, a  compend  is  not  only  valuable,  but  it  is 
almost  a  sine  qua  non.  The  one  before  us  is,  in  most 
of  the  divisions,  the  most  unexceptionable  of  all  books 
of  the  kind  that  we  know  of.  The  newest  and  sound- 
est doctrines  and  the  latest  improvements  and  dis- 
coveries are  explicitly,  though  concisely,  laid  before 
the  student.  Of  course  it  is  useless  for  us  to  recom- 
mend it  to  all  last  course  students,  but  there  is  a  class 
to  whom  we  very  sincerely  commend  this" cheap  book 
as  worth  its  weight  in  silver — that  class  is  the  gradu- 
ates in  medicine  of  more  than  ten  years'  standing, 
who  have  not  studied  medicine  since.  They  will 
perhaps  find  out  from  it  that  the  science  is  not  ex- 
actly now  what  it  was  when  they  left  it  off. — The 
Stethoscope. 

Having  made  free  use  of  this  volume  in  our  exami- 
nations of  pupils,  we  can  speak  from  experience  in 
recommending  it  as  an  admirable  compend  for  stu- 
dents, and  especially  useful  to  preceptors  who  exam- 
ine their  pupils.  It  will  save  the  teacher  much  labor 
by  enabling  him  readily  to  recall  all  of  the  points 
upon  which  his  pupils  should  be  examined.  A  work 
of  this  sort  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  one  who 
takes  pupils  into  his  office  with  a  view  of  examining 
them ;  and  this  is  unquestionably  the  best  of  its  class. 
Let  every  practitioner  who  has  pupils  provide  himself 
with  it,  and  he  will  find  the  labor  of  refreshing  his 
knowledge  so  much  facilitated  that  he  will  be  able  to 
do  justice  to  his  pupils  at  very  little  cost  of  time  or 
trouble  to  himself. — Transylvania  3fed.  Journal. 


TUDLO  W  {J.  L.),  M.  D., 

A   MANUAL,  OF   EXAMINATIONS   upon   Anatomy,   Physiology, 

Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Materia  Medica,  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and 
Therapeutics.  To  which  is  added  a  Medical  Formulary.  Third  edition,  thoroughly  revised 
and  greatly  extended  and  enlarged.  With  370  illustrations.  In  one  handsome  royal 
12mo.  volume  of  816  large  pages,  extra  cloth,  $3  25  ;  leather,  $3  75. 

The  arrangement  of  this  volume  in  the  form  of  question  and  answer  renders  it  especially  suit- 
able for  the  office  examination  of  students,  and  for  those  preparing  for  graduation. 


We  know  of  no  better  companion  for  the  student 
during  the  hours  spent  in  the  lectui'e-room,  or  to  re- 
fresh, at  a  glance,  his  memory  of  the  various  topics 
crarnratd,  into  his  head  by  the  various  professors  to 
whom  he  is  compelled  to  listen. —  Western  Lancet. 

As  it  embraces  the  whole  range  of  medical  studies 
it  is  necessarily  voluminous,  containing  816  large 
duodecimo  pages.  After  a  somewhat  careful  exami- 
nation of  its  contents,  we  have  formed  a  much  more 
favorable  opiuion  of  it  than  we  are  wont  to  regard 
such  works.  Although  well  adapted  to  meet  the  wants 


of  the  student  in  preparing  for  his  final  examination, 
it  might  be  profitably  consulted  by  the  practitioner 
also,  who  is  most  apt  to  become  rusty  in  the  very  kind 
of  details  here  given,  and  who,  amid  the  hurry  of  his 
daily  routine,  is  but  too  prone  to  neglect  the  study  of 
more  elaborate  works.  The  possession  of  a  volume 
of  this  kind  might  serve  as  an  inducement  for  him  to 
seize  the  moment  of  excited  curiosity  to  inform  him- 
self on  any  subject,  and  which  is  otherwise  too  often 
allowed  to  pass  unimproved. — St.  Louis  Med.  and 
Surg.  Journal. 


rpANNER  {THOMAS  EAWKES),  31  D. 


A  MANUAL  OF  CLINICAL  MEDICINE  AND  PHYSICAL  DIAG- 

NOSIS.  Third  American,  from  the  second  enlarged  and  revised  English  edition.  To 
which  is  added  The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  In  one  hand- 
some volume  12mo.      {Prejmring  for  early  publication.) 

This  work,  after  undergoing  a  very  thorough  revision  at  the  hands  of  the  author,  may  now  be 
expected  to  appear  shortly.  The  title  scarcelj'  affords  a  proper  idea  of  the  range  of  subjects  em- 
braced in  the  volume,  as  it  contains  not  only  very  full  details  of  diagnostic  symptoms  properly 
classified,  but  also  a  large  amount  of  information  on  matters  of  every  day  practical  importance, 
not  usually  touched  upon  in  the  systematic  works,  or  scattered  through  many  different  volumes. 


Henry  C.  Lea's  Publications — {Anatomy). 


QRAY  [HENRY),  F.R.S., 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  London. 

AXATOMY,    DESCRIPTIVE    AXD    SURGICAL.      The  Drawinscs  by 

H.  V.  Carter,  M.  D.,  late  Demonstrator  on  Anatomy  at  St.  George's  Hospital ;  the  Dissec- 
tions jointly  by  the  Author  and  Dr.  Carter.     Second  American,  from  the  second  revised 
and  improved  London  edition.     In  one  magnificent  imperial  octavo  volume,  of  over  800 
pages,  with  388  large  and  elaborate  engravings  on  wood.     Price  in  extra  cloth,   $6  00 ; 
leather,  raised  bands,  $7  00. 
The  author  has  endeavored  in  this  work  to  cover  a  more  extended  range  of  subjects  than  is  cus- 
tomary in  the  ordinary  text-books,  by  giving  not  only  the  details  necessary  for  the  student,  but 
also  the  application  of  those  details  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  thus  rendering  it  both 
a  guide  for  the  learner,  and  an  admirable  work  of  reference  for  the  active  practitioner.     The  en- 
gravings form  a  special  feature  in  the  work,  many  of  them  being  the  size  of  nature,  nearly  all 
original,  and  having  the  names  of  the  various  parts  printed  on  the  body  of  the  cut,  in  j)lace  of 
figures  of  reference,  with  descriptions  at  the  foot.    They  thus  form  a  complete  and  splendid  series, 
which  will  greatly  assist  the  student  in  obtaining  a  clear  idea  of  Anatomy,  and  will  also  serve  to 
refresh  the  memory  of  those  who  may  find  in  the  exigencies  of  practice  the  necessity  of  recalling 
the  details  of  the  dissecting  room ;  while  combining,  as  it  does,  a  complete  Atlas  of  Anatomy,  with 
a  thorough  treatise  on  systematic,  descriptive,  and  applied  Anatomy,  the  work  vrill  be  found  of 
essential  use  to  all  physicians  who  receive  students  in  their  ofiices,  relieving  both  preceptor  and 
pupil  of  much  labor  in  laying  the  groundwork  of  a  thorough  medical  education. 

Notwithstanding  its  exceedingly  low  price,  the  work  will  be  found,  in  every  detail  of  mechanical 
execution,  one  of  the  handsomest  that  has  yet  been  offered  to  the  American  profession ;  while  the 
careful  scrutiny  of  a  competent  anatomist  has  relieved  it  of  whatever  typographical  errors  existed 
in  the  English  edition. 


Thus  it  is  that  book  after  book  makes  the  labor  of 
the  student  easier  than  before,  arid  since  we  have 
seen  Blanchard  &  Lea's  new  edition  of  Gray's  Ana- 
tomy, certainly  the  finest  work  of  the  kind  now  ex- 
tant, we  would  fain  hope  that  the  bugbear  of  medical 
students  will  lose  half  its  horrors,  and  this  necessary 
foundation  of  physiological  science  will  be  much  fa- 
cilitated and  advanced. — iV.  0.  Med.  News. 

The  various  points  illustrated  are  marked  directly 
on  the  structure  ;  that  is,  whether  it  be  muscle,  pro- 
cess, artery,  nerve,  valve,  etc.  etc. — we  say  each  point 
i.s  distinctly  marked  by  lettered  engravings,  so  that 
the  student  perceives  at  once  each  point  described  as 
readily  as  if  pointed  out  on  the  subject  by  the  de- 
monstrator. Jlost  of  the  illustrations  are  thus  ren- 
dered exceedingly  satisfactory,  and  to  the  physician 


and  with  scarce  a  reference  to  the  printed  text.  The 
surgical  application  of  the  various  regions  is  also  pre- 
sented witii  force  and  clearness,  impressing  upon  the 
student  at  each  step  of  his  research  all  the  important 
relations  of  the  structure  demonstrated. — Cincinnati 
Lancet. 

This  is,  we  believe,  the  handsomest  book  on  Ana- 
tomj'  as  yet  published  in  our  lan'guage,  and  bids  fair 
to  become  in  a  short  time  the  standard  text-book  of 
our  colleges  and  studies.  Students  and  practitioners 
will  alike  appreciate  this  book.  We  predict  for  it  a 
bright  career,  and  are  fully  prepared  to  endorse  the 
statement  of  the  London  Lancet,  that  "We  are  not 
acquainted  with  any  work  in  any  language  which 
can  take  equal  rank  with  the  one  before  us."  Paper, 
printing,  binding,  all  are  excellent,  and  we  feel  that 

;rateful  profession  will  not  allow  the  publishers 


they  serve  to  refresh  the  memory  with  great  readiness,  go  unrewarded. — Nashville  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


^MITH  [HENRY H.),  M.D.,         and     TJORNER  [  WILLIAM  E.),  M.D., 

Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Univ.  of  Penna.,  &c.  Late  Prof,  of  Anatoniy  in  the  Univ.  of  Penna.,  &c- 

AX    ANATOMICAL    ATLAS,   illustrative   of  the'  Strncture  of  the 

Human  Body.     In  one  volume,  large  imperial  octavo,  extra  cloth,  with  about  sis  hundred 

and  fifty  beautiful  figures.     $4  50. 
The  plan  of  this  Atlas,  which  renders  it  so  pecu-  I  the  kind  that  has  yet  appeared;  and  we  must  add, 
liarly  convenient  for  the  student,  and  its  superb  ar-  |  the  very  beautiful  manner  in  which  it  Is  "got  up  " 
tistical  execution,  have  been  already  pointed  out.  We  1  is  so  creditable  to  the  country  as  to  be  flattering  to 
must  congratulate  the  student  upon  the  completion     our  national  pride, — American  MedicalJottrnal. 
of  this  Atla.s,  as  it  is  the  most  convenient  work  of  I 


TJORNER  [WILLIAM  E.),  M.D., 

SPECIAL  AXATOMY  AND  HISTOLOGY.    Eighth  edition,  exteii- 

sively  revised  and  modified.     In  two  large  octavo  volumes  of  over  1000  pages,  with  more 
than  300  wood-cuts;  extra  cloth,  $6  00. 


UfFARPEY  [  WILLIAM),  M.D.,     and       Q  UAIN  [JONES ^  RICHARD). 
HUMAN  ANATOMY.   Revised,  with  Notes  and  Additions,  l)y  Joseph 

Lhidv,  M.D.,  Profe.sgor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  l'enn.<iylviiniii.     Coiu])Iete  in  two 
large  octavo  volumes,  of  about  KlOO  i)ages,  with  511  illii.strntions ;  e.\tra  cloth,  $t)  00. 
The  very  low  price  of  this  standard  work,  and  its  completene.is  in  all  departments  of  the  subject, 
should  command  for  it  a  place  in  the  library  of  all  anatomical  .students. 


A 


IjT.KN  [J.  M.),   M.I). 

VUV:  riiACTICAL  ANATOMIST;  or,  The  Student's  Guide  in  tiiw 

DrsHECTi.NO  Room.     With  216  illustrations.     In  one  very  handsome  royal  12uio.  volume, 
of  over  600  pages;  extra  cloth,  $2  00. 
One  u    the  moHt  UHcful  work*  upou  tbo  subject  ever  written. — ifi'dical  t:x(iiiilner. 


Henry  C.  Lea's  Publications — (Anatomy). 


JYll^sojsT  {J^EAS3IUS),  F.R.S. 
A  SYSTEM  OF  HUMAN  ait.lt0MY,  General  and  Special.     A  new 

and  revised  American,  from  the  last  and  enlargea  t5».j,i;„|,  edition.     Edited  bv  W   H   Go- 
BRECHT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General  and  Surgical  Anatomy  m  x,i„.  Medical  College  of  Ohio' 
Illustrated  with  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  engravings  on  wood,     jci^  -^rre  lara-e  and 
handsome  octavo  volume,  of  over  600  large  pages;  extra  cloth,  $4  00;  leather,  ^i  <i,i 
The  publisher  trusts  that  the  well-earned  reputation  of  this  long-established  favorite  will  be 
more  than  maintained  by  the  present  edition.     Besides  a  very  thorough  revision  by  the  author,  it 
has  been  most  carefully  examined  by  the  editor,  and  the  efforts  of  both  have  been  directed  to  in- 
troducing everything  which  increased  experience  in  its  use  has  suggested  as  desirable  to  render  it 
a  complete  text-book  for  those  seeking  to  obtain  or  to  renew  an  acquaintance  with  Human  Ana- 
tomy.    The  amount  of  additions  which  it  has  thus  received  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that 
the  present  edition  contains  over  one-fourth  more  matter  than  the  last,  rendering  a  smaller  type 
and  an  enlarged  page  requisite  to  keep  the  volume  within  a  convenient  size.     The  author  has  not 
only  thus  added  largely  to  the  work,  but  he  has  also  made  alterations  throughovit,  wherever  there 
appeared  the  opportunity  of  improving  the  arrangement  or  style,  so  as  to  present  every  fact  in  its 
most  appropriate  manner,  and  to  render  the  whole  as  clear  and  intelligible  as  possible.    The  editor 
has  exercised  the  utmost  caution  to  obtain  entire  accuracy  in  the  text,  and  has  largely  increased 
the  number  of  illustrations,  of  which  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  in  this  edition 
than  in  the  last,  thus  bringing  distinctly  before  the  eye  of  the  student  everything  of  interest  or 
importance. 

T)Y  THE  SA3IE  AUTHOR. 

THE  DISSECTOR'S   MANUAL;   or,  Practical  and  Surgical  Ana- 

TOMY.  Third  American,  from  the  last  revised  and  enlarged  English  edition.  Modified  and 
rearranged  by  William  Hunt,  M.D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  one  large  and  handsome  royal  12mo.  volume,  of  582  pages,  with  154 
illustrations;  extra  cloth,     $2  00. 


TTODGES,  {RICHARD  M.),  M.D., 

-^'*-  Late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  University. 

PRACTICAL  DISSECTIONS.     Second  Edition,  thoroughly  revised.     In 

one  neat  royal  12mo.  volume,  half-bound,  $2  00.  {Just  Issued.) 
The  object  of  this  work  is  to  present  to  the  anatomical  student  a  clear  and  concise  description 
of  that  which  he  is  expected  to  observe  in  an  ordinary  course  of  dissections.  The  author  has 
endeavored  to  omit  unnecessary  details,  and  to  present  the  subject  in  the  form  which  many  years' 
experience  has  ?hown  him  to  be  the  most  convenient  and  intelligible  to  the  student.  In  the 
revision  of  the  present  edition,  he  has  sedulously  labored  to  render  the  volume  more  worthy  of 
the  favor  with  which  it  has  heretofore  been  received. 


IJACLISE  {JOSEPH). 

SURGICAL   ANATOMY.     By  Joseph  Maclise,  Surgeon.    In  one 

volume,  very  large  imperial  quarto;  with  68  large  and  splendid  plates,  drawn  in  the  best 
style  and  beautifully  colored,  containing  190  figures,  many  of  them  the  size  of  life;  together 
with  copious  explanatory  letter-press.      Strongly  and  handsomely  bound  in  extra  cloth. 
Price  $14  00. 
As  no  complete  work  of  the  kind  has  heretofore  been  published  in  the  English  language,  the 
present  volume  will  supply  a  want  long  felt  in  this  country  of  an  accurate  and  comprehensive 
Atlas  of  Surgical  Anatomy,  to  which  the  student  and  practitioner  can  at  all  times  refer  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  relative  positions  of  the  various  portions  of  the  human  frame  towards  each  other 
and  to  the  surface,  as  well  as  their  abnormal  deviations.     The  importance  of  such  a  work  to  the 
.«tudent,  in  the  absence  of  anatomical  material,  and  to  practitioners,  either  for  consultation  in 
ejnergencies  or  to  refresh  their  recollections  of  the  dissecting  room,  is  evident.     Notwithstanding 
the  large  size,  beauty  and  finish  of  the  very  numerous  illustrations,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
price  is  so  low  as  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all  members  of  the  profession. 

We  know  of  no  work  on  surgical  anatomy  which 
can  compete  with  it. — Lancet. 

The  work  of  Maclise  on  surgical  anatomy  is  of  the 
highest  value.  In  some  respects  it  is  the  best  publi- 
cation of  its  kind  we  have  seen,  and  is  worthy  of  a 
place  in  the  library  of  any  medical  man,  while  the 
student  could  scarcely  make  a  better  investment  than 
this. — The  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


No  such  lithographic  illustrations  of  surgical  re- 
gions have  hitherto,  we  think,  been  given.  While 
the  operator  is  shown  every  vessel  and  nerve  where 
an  operation  is  contemplated,  the  exact  anatomist  is 


refreshed  by  those  clear  and  distinct  dissections, 
which  every  one  must  appreciate  who  lias  a  particle 
of  enthusiasm.  The  English  medical  press  has  quite 
exhausted  the  words  of  praise,  in  recommending  this 
admirable  treatise.  Those  who  have  any  curiosity 
to  gratify,  in  reference  to  the  perfectibility  of  the 
lithographic  art  in  delineating  the  complex  mechan- 
ism of  tiie  human  body,  are  invited  to  examine  our 
specimen  copy.  If  anything  will  induce  surgeons 
and  students  to  patronize  a  book  of  such  rare  value 
and  everyday  importance  to  them,  it  will  be  a  survey 
of  the  artistical  skill  exhibited  in  these  fac-similes  of 
mature. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


pEASLEE  {E.  R.),  M.D., 

-*-  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  Dnrrtmovth  Med.  College,  N.  H. 

HUMAN  HISTOLOGY,  in  its  relations  to  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and 

Pathology ;  for  the  use  of  medical  students.     With  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  illustra- 
tions.    In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of  over  600  pages,  extra  cloth.     $3  75. 


Henry  C.  Lea's  Publications — {Physiology). 


riARP ENTER  {  WILLIAM  B.),  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 

^  Examiner  in  Thynology  o,nd  Comparatim  Anatow..  -  ^-"^  Unwet-stty  of  London. 

PRI]S"CIPLES  OF  HT"^-*^^'  rHYSIOLOGrY;  with  their  chief  appl i- 

p  ^^,^^,,_,^,  jfathology,  Therapeutics,  Hygiene  and  Forensic  Medicine.  Anew 
*A  il-  -iromliie  last  and  revised  London  edition.  With  nearly  three  hundred  illustrations. 
^™U3d"'''"'ith  additions,  by  Francis  Gurnet  Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.  In  one  very  large  and  beautiful  octavo 
volume,  of  about  900  large  pages,  handsomely  printed;  extra  cloth,  $5  50  j  leather,  raised 
bands,  $6  50. 


The  higliest  complitaent  that  can  be  extended  to 
this  great  work  of  Dr.  Carpenter  is  to  call  attention 
to  this,  another  new  edition,  which  the  favorable 
regard  of  the  profession  has  called  for.  Carpenter  is 
the  standard  authority  on  physiology,  and  no  physi- 
cian or  medical  student  will  regard  his  library  as 
complete  without  a  copy  of  it. — Cincinnati  Med.  Ob- 
s&'ver. 

With  Dr.  Smith,  we  confidently  believe  "that  the 
present  will  more  than  sustain  the  enviable  reputa- 
tion already  attained  by  former  editions,  of  being 
one  of  the  fullest  and  most  complete  treatises  on  the 
subiect  in  the  English  language."  We  know  of  none 
from  the  pages  of  which  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
the  physiology  of  the  human  organism  can  be  as  well 
obtained,  none  better  adapted  for  the  use  of  such  as 
take  up  the  study  of  physiology  in  its  reference  to 
the  institutes  and  practice  of  medicine. — Am.  Joivr. 
Med.  Sciences. 

A  complete  cyclopsedia  of  this  branch  of  science.— 
N.  r.  Med.  Times. 


We  doubt  not  it  is  destined  to  retain  a  strong  hold 
on  public  favor,  and  remain  the  favorite  text-book  in 
our  colleges. — Virginia  Medical  Journal. 

We  have  so  often  spoken  in  terms  of  high  com- 
mendation of  Dr.  Carpenter's  elaborate  work  on  hu- 
man physiology  that,  in  announcing  a  new  edition, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  add  anything  to  what  has  hereto- 
fore been  said,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  since 
every  intelligent  physician  is  as  well  aware  of  the 
character  and  merits  of  the  work  as  we  ourselves  are. 
— St.  Louis  Med.  a.nd  Surg.  Journal. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  what  is  emphatically  the 
great  work  on  physiology ;  and  we  are  conscious  that 
it  would  be  a  useless  effort  to  attempt  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  reputation  of  this  invaluable  work,  and 
can  only  say  to  all  with  whom  our  opinion  has  any 
influence,  that  it  is  our  authority. — Atlanta  Med. 
Journal. 

The  greatest,  the  most  reliable,  and  the  best  book 
on  the  subject  which  we  know  of  iu  the  English  lan- 
guage.— Stethoscope. 


iF  TEE  SA3IE  AUTHOR. 


B 

PRINCIPLES  OF  COMPARATIYE  PHYSIOLOGY.    New  Ameri- 
can, from  the  Fourth  and  Revised  London  Edition.     In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo 
volume,  with  over  three  hundred  beautiful  illustrations     Pp.752.    Extta  cloth,  $5  00. 
As  a  complete  and  condensed  treatise  on  its  extended  and  important  subject,  this  work  becomes 
a  necessity  to  students  of  natural  science,  while  the  very  low  price  at  which  it  is  offered  places  it 
within  the  reach  of  all. 

T>Y  THE  SAME  A  UTHOR. 

THE  MICROSCOPE  AND  ITS  REYELATIONS.  With  an  Appen- 
dix containing  the  Applications  of  the  Microscope  to  Clinical  Medicine,  &c.  By  F.  G-- 
Smith  M.  D.  Illustrated  by  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  beautiful  engravings  on  wood. 
In  one  large  and  very  handsome  octavo  volume,  of  724  pages,  extra  cloth,  $5  25. 


rpODD  [ROBERT  B.),  M.D.  F.R.S., 


id  JDO  WMAN  (  TT:),  F.  R.  S. 


THE    PHYSIOLOGICAL  ANATOMY  AND   PHl'SIOLOGY^   OF 

MAN.     With  about  three  hundred  large  and  beautiful  illustrations  on  wood.     Complete  in 
one  large  octavo  volume  of  950  pages,  extra  cloth.     Price  $4  75. 


Thp  names  of  Todd  and  Bowman  have  long  been 
familiar  to  the  student  of  physiology.  In  this  work 
we  have  the  ripe  experience  of  these  laborious  physi- 
ologists on  every  branch  of  this  science.  They  gave 
each  subject  the  most  thorough  and  critical  examina- 
tion before  making  it  a  matter  of  record.  Thus,  while 
tliey  advanced  tardily,  apparently,  in  their  publica- 
tion, the  work  thus  issued  was  a  complete  exponent 
of  the  science  of  physiology  at  the  time  of  its  final 
appearance.  We  can,  therefore,  recommend  this 
work  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  which  the  student  or 


practitioner  can  consult  relating  to  physiology. — JV. 
Y.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

To  it  the  rising  generation  of  medical  men  will 
owe,  in  great  measure,  a  familiar  acquaintance  with 
all  the  chief  truths  respecting  the  healthy  structure 
and  working  of  the  frames  which  are  to  form  the 
subject  of  their  care.  The  possession  of  such  know- 
ledge will  do  more  (o  make  sound  and  nblo  practi- 
tioners thau  anything  else. — British  and  Foreign 
Medico- Chirv/rgical  Review. 


K 


IRKES  {WILLIAM  SENEOUSE),  M.D., 


A  MANUAL  OF  PHYSIOLOGY".     A  now  American  from  the  thirfl 

and  improved  London  edition.     With  two  hundred  illustrations.     In  one  large  and  hand- 
poine  royal  12mo.  volume.     Pp.  580.     Extra  cloth,  $2  25  ;  leather,  $2  75. 
By  the  use  of  a  fine  and  clear  typo,  a  very  largo  amount  of  matter  has  been  oon<lonsed  into  a 
coiiijiaratively  small  volume,   and  at  \ln  exceedingly  low  prii-o  it  will  be  found  a  most  desirable 
manual  for  student.t  or  for  gentlemen  desirous  to  refresh  Iheir  knowledge  of  niodern  physiology. 


It  Ik  at  once  convi-nlent  In  h1/.(<,  coinprohonHive  lu 
deulun,  and  conclHn  in  Htatoliii»iit,  mid  aKngotlii'r  Wfll 
ailnptt^d  for  the  purpose  deMlgund. — St.  L'ttliv  Mrd. 
and  Hurg.  Journal. 

The  pbyHlologlcal  reader  will  find  It  a  mo?)t  excel- 


lent gnldo  in  llie  study  of  physiology  in  its  most  nU- 
vanciul  and  pcrfort  form.  'l"ho  author  has  shown 
lilnispir  ciipahlo  of  givinR  dotnlls  KuflU'ienlly  amjilo 
In  a  ccuidciiHcd  and  conciMilriiU'd  slmpe,  ou  a  Kcionco 
In  which  It  1h  necessary  ftt  onco  to  ho  Cdrrnct  and  not 
longtheuod.— K'/iH'>"7V/t  M>:d.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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TiALTON  [J.  C),  31.  D., 

-*-'  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Svrgeons,  Neio  York,  &o. 

A  TREATISE  OX  HUMAN  PHYSIOLOGY,  Designed  for  tlie  use 

of  students  and  Practitioners  of  Medicine.  Fourth  edition,  revised,  with  nearly  three  hun- 
dred illustrations  on  wood.  In  one  very  beautiful  octavo  volume,  of  about  700  pages,  extra 
cloth,  $5  25  i  leather,  $6  25.     {Now  Ready.) 

From  the  Preface  to  the  Neio  Edition. 
"The  progress  made  by  Physiology  and  the  kindred  Sciences  during  the  last  few  years  has  re- 
quired, for  the  present  edition  of  this  work,  a  thorough  and  extensive  revision.  This  progress  ' 
has  not  consisted  in  any  very  striking  single  discoveries,  nor  in  a  decided  revolution  in  any  of 
the  departments  of  Physiology  ;  but  it  has  been  marked  by  great  activity  of  investigation  in  a 
multitude  of  different  directions,  the  combined  results  of  which  have  not  failed  to  impress  a  new 
character  on  many  of  the  features  of  physiological  knowledge.  ...  In  the  revision  and 
correction  of  the  present  edition,  the  author  has  endeavored  to  incorporate  all  such  improve- 
ments in  physiological  knowledge  with  the  mass  of  the  text  in  such  a  manner  as  not  essentially 
to  alter  the  structure  and  plan  of  the  work,  so  far  as  they  have  been  found  adapted  to  the  wants 
and  convenience  of  the  reader.  .  .  .  Several  new  illustrations  are  introduced,  some  of  them 
as  additions,  others  as  improvements  or  corrections  of  the  old.  Although  all  parts  of  the  book 
have  received  more  or  less  complete  revision,  the  greatest  number  of  additions  and  changes  were 
required  in  the  Second  Section,  on  the  Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System." 

The  reputation  which  this  work  has  acquired,  as  a  compact  and  convenient  summary  of  the 
most  advanced  condition  of  human  physiology,  renders  it  only  necessary  to  state  that  the  author 
has  assiduously  labored  to  render  the  present  edition  worthy  a  continuance  of  the  marked  favor 
accorded  to  previous  impressions,  and  that  every  care  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  typographical 
execution  to  make  it,  as  heretofore,  one  of  the  handsomest  productions  of  the  American  press. 

The  advent  of  the  first  edition  of  Prof.  Dalton's 
Pliysiology,  about  eight  years  ago,  marked  a  new  era 
in  the  study  of  physiology  to  the  American  student. 
Under  Dalton's  skilful  management,  physiological 
science  threw  off  the  long,  loose,  ungainly  garments 


of  probability  and  surmise,  in  which  it  had  been  ar- 
rayed by  most  artists,  and  came  among  us  smiling 
and  attractive,  in  the  beautifully  tinted  and  closely 
titting  dress  of  a  demonstrated  science.  It  was  a 
strolve  of  genius,  as  well  as  a  result  of  erudition  and 
talent,  that  led  Prof.  Dalton  to  present  to  the  world 
a  work  on  physiology  at  once  brief,  pointed,  and  com- 
prehensive, and  which  exhibited  plainly  in  letter  and 
drawings  the  basis  upon  which  the  conclusions  ar- 
rived at  rested.  It  is  no  disparagement  of  the  many 
excellent  works  on  physiology,  published  prior  to 
that  of  Dalton,  to  say  that  none  of  them,  either  in 
plan  of  arrangement  or  clearness  of  execution,  could 
be  compared  with  his  for  the  use  of  students  or  gene- 
ral practitioners  of  medicine.  For  this  purpose  his 
book  has  no  equal  in  the  English  language. — Western 
Journal  of  Medicine,  Nov.  1867. 

A  capital  text-book  in  every  way.  "We  are,  there- 
fore, glad  to  see  it  in  its  fourth  edition.  It  has  already 
been  examined  at  full  length  in  these  columns,  so  that 
we  need  not  now  further  advert  to  it  beyond  remark- 
ing that  both  revision  and  enlargement  have  been 
most  judicious. — Zond,on  Med.  Times  and  Gazette, 
Oct.  19,  1S67. 

Jfo  better  proof  of  the  value  of  this  admirable 
Work  could  be  produced  than  the  fact'  that  it  has  al- 
ready reached  a  fourth  edition  in  the  short  space  of 
eight  years.    Possessing  in  an  eminent  degree  the 


merits  of  clearness  and  condensation,  and  being  fully 
brought  up  to  the  present  level  of  Physiology,  it  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  reliable  text-books 
upon  this  science  that  could  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  medical  student. — Am.  Journal  Med.  Sciences, 
Oct.  1S67. 

Prof.  Dalton's  work  has  such  a  well-established 
reputation  that  it  does  not  stand  in  need  of  any  re- 
commendation. Ever  since  its  first  appearance  it  has 
become  the  highest  authority  in  the  English  language ; 
and  that  it  is  able  to  laaintain  the  enviable  position 
which  it  has  taken,  the  rapid  exhaustion  of  the  dif- 
ferent successive  editions  is  sufficient  evidence.  The 
present  edition,  which  is  the  fourth,  has  been  tho- 
roughly revised,  and  enlarged  by  the  incorporation 
of  all  the  many  important  advances  which  have 
lately  been  made  in  this  rapidly  progressing  science. 
—N.'Y.  Med.  Record,  Oct.  15,  1S67. 

As  it  stands,  we  esteem  it  the  very  best  of  the  phy- 
siological text-books  for  the  .student,  and  the  most 
concise  reference  and  guide-book  for  the  practitioner. 
—N.  T.  Med.  Journal,  Oct.  1867. 

The  present  edition  of  this  now  standard  work  fully 
sustains  the  high  reputation  of  its  accomplished  au- 
thor. It  is  not  merely  a  reprint,  but  has  been  faith- 
fully revised,  and  enriched  by  such  additions  as  the 
progress  of  physiology  has  rendered  desirable  Taken 
as  a  whole,  it  is  unquestionably  the  most  reliable  and 
useful  treatise  on  the  subject  that  has  been  issued 
from  the  American  press. — Chicago  Med.  Journal, 
Sept.  1S67. 


I) 


UNGLISON  [ROBLEY],  M.D., 

Professor  of  InstitiUes  of  Medicine  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

HUMAN  PHYSIOLOGY.     Eighth  edition.     Thoroughly  revised  and 

extensively  modified  and  enlarged,  with  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  illustrations.     In  two 
large  and  handsomely  printed  octavo  volumes  of  about  1500  pages,  extra  eloth.     $7  GO. 


J EHMANN 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  CHEMISTRY 


C.  G.) 

Translated  from  the  second  edi- 
tion by  George  E.  Day,  M.  B.,  F.  R.  S.,  &c.,  edited  by  R.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  with  illustrations 
selected  from  Funke's  Atlas  of  Physiological  Chemistry,  and  an  Appendix  of  plates.  Com- 
plete in  two  large  and  handsome  octavo  volumes,  containing  1200  pages,  with  nearly  two 
hundred  illustrations,  extra  cloth.     $6  00. 


■nr  THE  SAME  AUTHOR. 

MANUAL  OF   CHEMICAL  PHYSIOLOGY.     Tran.slated  from  the 

German,  with  Notes  and  Additions,  by  J.  Cheston  Morris,  M.  D.,  with  an  Introductory 
Essay  on  Vital  Force,  by  Professor  Samuel  .Jacksox,  M.  D.,  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. With  illustrations  on  wood.  In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  336  pages 
extra  cloth.     $2  25. 
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-DRANDE  (  WM.  T.),  D.  C.L.,  and    /TAYLOR  {ALFRED  S.),  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

CHEMISTRY.     Second-  American  edition,  thoroughly  revised  by  Dr. 

Taylor.     In  one  handsome  8vo.  volume  of  764  pages,  extra  cloth,  $5  00  ;  leather,  $8  00. 
{Now  Ready.) 

From  Dr.  Taylor's  Preface. 
"The  revision  of  the  second  edition,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  my  lamented  colleague, 
has  devolved  entirely  upon  myself.  Every  chapter,  and  indeed  every  page,  has  been  revised, 
and  numerous  additions  made  in  all  parts  of  the  volume.  These  additions  have  been  restricted 
chiefly  to  subjects  having  some  practical  interest,  and  they  have  been  made  as  concise  as  possible, 
in  order  to  keep  the  book  within  those  limits  'which  may  retain  for  it  the  character  of  a  Student's 
Manual  " — London,  June  29,  1867. 


A  book  that  has  already  so  esta"blishe(i  a  reputa- 
tion, as  has  Brande  and  Taylor's  Chernistrj',  can 
hardly  need  a  notice,  save  to  mention  the  additions 
and  improvements  of  the  edition.  Doubtless  the 
work  ■(vill  long  remain  a  favorite  text-book  in  the 
scbools,  as  'svell  as  a  convenient  boob  of  reference  for 
all.— iV^.r.  Medical  Gazette,  Oct.  12,  1S67. 

For  this  reason  'vre  hail  'with  delight  the  republica- 
tion, in  a  form  'which  will  meet  with  general  approval 
and  command  public  attention,  of  this  really  valua- 
ble standard  work  on  chemistry — more  particularly 
as  it  has  been  adapted  with  such  cai'e  to  the  wants  of 
the  general  public.  The  well  known  scholarship  of 
its  authors,  and  their  extensive  reseai-ches  for  many 
years  in  experimental  chemistry,  have  been  long  ap- 
preciated in  the  scientific  world,  but  in  this  work  they  , 
have  been  careful  to  give  the  largest  possible  amount 
of  information  with  the  most  sparing  use  of  technical 
terms  and  phraseology,  so  as  to  furnish  the  reader, 
"whether  a  student  of  medicine,  or  a  man  of  the 
world,  with  a  plain  introduction  to  the  science  and 
practice  of  chemistry." — Journal  of  Applied  Chem- 
istry, Oct.  1S67.  J 


This  second  American  edition  of  an  excellent  trea- 
tise on  chemical  science  is  not  a  mere  republication 
from  the  English  press,  but  is  a  revision  and  en- 
largement of  the  original,  under  the  supervision  of 
ihe  surviving  author,  Dr.  Taylor.  The  favorable 
opinion  expressed  on  the  publication  of  the  former 
edition  of  this  work  is  fuUy  sustained  by  the  present 
revision,  in  which  Dr.  T.  has  increased  the  size  of 
the  volume,  byan  addition  of  sixty-eightpages. — Am. 
Joiirn.  Med.  Sciences,  Oct.  1S67. 

The  Handbook  in  Chemistry  of  the  Student. — 
For  clearness  of  language,  accuracy  of  description, 
extent  of  information,  and  freedom  from  pedantry 
and  mysticism,  no  other  text-book  comes  into  com- 
petition with  it. — The  Lancet. 

The  authors  set  out  with  the  definite  purpose  of 
writing  a  book  which  shall  be  intelligible  to  any 
educated  man.  Thus  conceived,  and  worked  out  in 
the  most  sturdy,'"  common-sense  method,  this  book 
gives  in  the  clearest  and  most  summary  method 
possible  all  the  facts  and  doctrines  of  chemistry. — 
Medical  Tiines. 


'DOWMAN  [JOHN  E.),M.  D. 


PRACTICAL  HANDBOOK  OF  MEDICAL  CHEMISTRY.    Edited 

by  C.  L.  Bloxam,  Professor  of  Practical  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  London.  Fourth 
American,  from  the  fourth  and  revised  English  Edition.  In  one  neat  volume,  royal  12mo., 
pp.  351,  with  numerous  illustrations,  extra  cloth.     $2  25. 


The  fourth  edition  of  this  invaluable  text-book  of 
Medical  Chemistry  was  published  in  England  in  Octo- 
ber of  the  last  year.  The  Editor  has  brought  down 
the  Handbook  to  that  date,  introducing,  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the  necessary  conciseness  of  such  a 
work,  all  the  valuable  discoveries  in   the  science 


which  have  come  to  light  since  the  previous  edition 
was  printed.  The  work  is  indispen.sable  to  every 
student  of  medicine  or  enlightened  practitioner.  It 
is  printed  in  clear  type,  and  the  illustrations  are 
numerous  and  intelligible. — Bo-iton  Mtd.  and  Surff. 
Journal. 


B 


r  THE  SA3IE  AUTHOR. 


INTRODUCTION   TO   PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY,  INCLUDING 

ANALYSIS.     Fourth  American,  from  the  fifth  and  revised  London  edition.     With  numer- 
ous illustrations.     In  one  neat  vol.,  royal  12mo.,  extra  cloth.     $2  25.     (Just  Issued.) 


One  of  the  most  complete  manuals  that  has  for  a 
long  time  been  given  to  the  medical  student. — 
Athenaum. 

We  regard  it  as  realizing  almost  everything  to  be 
de.iired  in  an  introduction  to  Practical  Chemistry. 


It  is  by  far  the  best  adapted  for  the  Chemical  student 
of  any  that  has  yet  fallen  in  our  way. — British  and 
Foreign  Medico-Ohiimrgical  Review. 

The  best  introductory  work  on  the  subject  with 
which  we  are  acquainted. — Edinburgh  Monthly  Jotir. 


QRAHAM  {THOMAS),  F.R.S. 


TUK   ELEMENTS   OF    INORGANIC   CHEMISTRY,  includinjr  the 

A[i[>lication.s  of  the  Science  in  the  Arts.  New  and  much  enlarged  edition,  by  IIeniiy 
Watth  and  Rodeiit  Bridges,  M.  D.  Complete  in  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume, 
of  over  800  very  large  pages,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  wood-cuts,  extra  cloth. 
$5  50. 

Part  II.,  completing  the  work  from  p.  431  to  end,  with  Index,  Title  Matter,  &o.,  may  be  had 
separate,  cloth  backs  and  paper  sides.     Price  S3  00. 

From  Prof.  E.  N.  HorHford,  Harvard  Oollege.        I  afford  to  be  without  thin  edition  of  Prof.  Graham's 

It  hBH,  In  it»  earlier  and  Iohh  ptirfoot  editlonH,  been  I  Eloinont«.— ,9i7/inirT7i'»  JoumnI,  March,  \9IS8. 

fauilliar  to  mo,  and   llie  xxci'lli-nci!  of  Kh   jiliin   iiud  |       From  Pro/.  IVo/rott  Oihhs,  N.  Y.  Freii  Academy. 

the   cl.,Hr...«H  and   co.npletencHM   of  llH   dlHCU««loi.H,  i      ^he  w..rl<  1h  h>.  a.lmlruble  one  in  all  reKpectn,  and 

have  long  been  my  admlrullou.  ]  n„  ropubUoillon   hero  ci.nnol  IhU  to  exorl  a  positive 

No  reader  of  EuglUh  wurkn  on  IUIh  Hcleuce  can  <  luUucuee  ujiuu  the  progruss  ufucluucu  lu  thlu  country. 
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pOWNES  {GEORGE),  Ph.  D. 

A  MANUAL  OF  ELEMEXTART  CHEMISTRY;   Theoretical  and 

Practical.    With  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  illustrations.    Edited  by  Robert  Bridges, 
M.  D.     In  one  large  royal  12mo.  volume,  of  600  pages,  extra  cloth,  $2  00;  leather,  S2  50. 


TVe  know  of  no  treatise  in  the  language  so  well 
calculated  to  aid  the  student  in  becoming  familiar 
with  the  numerous  facts  in  the  intrinsic  science  on 
which  it  treats,  or  one  better  calculated  as  a  text- 
book for  those  attending  Chemical  lectures.  *  *  *  * 
The  best  test-book  on  Chemistry  that  has  issued  from 
our  press. — American  MadicalJournal. 

We  again  most  cheerfully  recommend  it  as  the 
best  text-book  for  students  in  attendance  upon  Chem- 
ical lectures  that  we  have  yet  examined. — III.  and 
Ind.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jojirnal. 

A  first-rate  work  upon  a  first-rate  subject. — St. 
Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

No  manual  of  Chemistry  which  we  have  met 
comes  so  near  meeting  the  wants  of  the  beginner. — 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


We  know  of  none  within  the  same  limits  which 
has  higher  claims  to  our  confidence  as  a  college  class- 
book,  both  for  accuracy  of  detail  and  scientific  ar- 
rangement.— Augusta  Medical  Journal. 

We  know  of  no  text-book  on  chemistry  that  we 
would  sooner  recommend  to  the  student  than  this 
edition  of  Prof.  Fownes'  work. — Montreal  Medical 
Chronicle.  -  J 

A  new  and  revised  edition  of  one  of  the  best  elemen- 
tary works  on  chemistry  accessible  to  the  American 
and  English  student. — N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medical  and 
Collateral  Science. 

We  unhesitatingly  recommend  it  to  medical  stu- 
dents.— N.  W.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

This  is  a  most  excellent  text-book  for  class  instruc- 
tion in  chemistry,  whether  for  schools  or  colleges, — 
Silliman's  Journal. 


ABEL  AND  BLOXAM'S  HANDBOOK  OF  CHEMIS- 
TRY, Theoretical,  Practical,  and  Technical.  In  one 
vol.  Svo.  of  662  pages,  extra  cloth,  $i  50. 

GARDNER'S  MEDICAL  CHEMISTRY.  1  vol.  12mo., 
with  wood-cuts  ;  pp.  396,  extra  cloth,    $1  00. 


KNAPP'S  TECHNOLOGY  ;  or  Chemistry  Applied  to 
the  Arts,  and  to  Manufactures.  With  American 
additions,  by  Prof.  Walter  R.  Johnson.  In  two 
very  handsome  octavo  volumes,  with  500  wood 
engravings,  extra  cloth,  $6  00. 


JpARRISH  [ED  WARD), 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 

A  TREATISE  ON  PHARMACY.     Designed  as  a  Text-Book  for  the 

Student,  and  as  a  Guide  for  the  Physician  and  Pharmaceutist.     With  many  Formulae  and 
Prescriptions.     Third  Edition,  greatly  improved.     In  one  handsome  octavo  volume,  of  860 
pages,  with  several  hundred  illustrations,  extra  cloth.     $5  00. 
The  immense  amount  of  practical  information  condensed  in  this  volume  may  he  estimated  from 
the  fact  that  the  Index  contains  about  4700  items.      Under  the  head  of  Acids  there  are  312  refer- 
ences ;  under  Emplastrum,  36  ;  Extracts,  159 ;  Lozenges,  25  ;  Mixtures,  55  ;  Pills,  56  ;   Syrups, 
131 ;  Tinctures,  138 ;  Unguentum,  57,  &c. 


We  hare  examined  this  large  volume  with  a  good 
deal  of  care,  and  find  that  the  author  has  completely 
exhausted  the  subject  upon  which  he  treats  ;  a  more 
complete  work,  we  think,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
find.  To  the  student  of  pharmacy  the  work  is  indis- 
pensable ;  indeed,  so  far  as  we  know,  it  is  the  only  one 
of  its  kind  in  existence,  and  even  to  the  physician  or 
medical  student  who  can  spare  five  dollars  to  pur- 
chase it,  we  feel  sure  the  practical  information  he 
will  obtain  will  more  thau  compensate  him  for  the 
outlay. — Canada  Med.  Journal,  Nov.  1S64. 

The  medical  student  and  the  practising  physician 
will  fiud  the  volume  of  inestimable  worth  for  study 
and  reference. — San  Francisco  Med.  Press,  July, 
1S64. 

When  we  say  that  this  book  is  in  some  respects 
the  best  which  has  been  published  on  the  subject  in 
the  English  language  for  a  great  many  years,  we  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  understood  as  very  extravagant 
praise.  In  truth,  it  is  not  so  much  the  best  as  the 
only  book. — The  London  Chemical  News. 

An  attempt  to  furnish  anything  like  an  analysis  of 
Parrish"s  very  valuable  and  elaboi'ate  Treatise  on 
Practical  Pharmacy  would  require  more  space  than 
we  have  at  our  disposal.  This,  however,  is  not  so 
much  a  matter  of  regret,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be 
difficult  to  think  of  any  point,  however  minute  and 
apparently  trivial,  connected  with  the  manipulation 
of  pharmaceutic  substances  or  appliances  which  has 


not  been  clearly  and  carefully  discussed  in  this  vol- 
ume. Want  of  space  prevents  our  enlarging  further 
on  this  valuable  work,  and  we  must  conclude  by  a 
simple  expression  of  our  hearty  appreciation  of  its 
merits. — DxMin  Quarterly  Jour,  of  Medical  Science, 
August,  1S64. 

We  have  in  this  able  and  elaborate  work  a  fair  ex- 
position of  pharmaceutical  science  as  it  exists  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  it  shows  that  our  transatlantic 
friends  have  given  the  subject  most  elaborate  con- 
sideration, and  have  brought  their  art  to  a  degree  of 
perfection  which,  we  believe,  is  scarcely  to  be  sur- 
passed anywhere.  The  book  is,  of  course,  of  more 
direct  value  to  the  medicine  maker  than  to  the  physi- 
cian ;  yet  Mr.  Parrish  has  not  failed  to  introduce 
matter  in  which  the  prescriber  is  quite  as  much 
interested  as  the  compounder  of  remedies.  In  con- 
clusion, we  can  only  express  our  high  opinion  of  the 
value  of  this  work  as  a  guide  to  the  pharmaceutist, 
and  in  many  respects  to  the  physician,  not  only  ia 
America,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world. — British 
Med.  Journal,  Nov.  12th,  1S64. 

The  former  editions  have  been  sufiiciently  long 
before  the  medical  public  to  render  the  merits  of  the 
work  well  kao^rn.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
complete  and  valuable  works  on  practical  pharmacy 
to  which  the  student,  the  practitioner,  or  the  apothe- 
carv  can  hare  access. — Chicago  Medical  Examiner, 
March,  1S6-1. 


^J^TJNGLISON  [ROBLEY),  M.D., 

Professor  of  Pn-ititutes  of  Medicine  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

GENERAL  THERAPEUTICS  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA;  adapted 

for  a  Medical  Text-Book.     With  Indexes  of  Remedies  and  of  Diseases  and  their  Remedies. 
Sixth  edition,  revised  and  improved.    With  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  illustrations.    In 
two  large  and  handsomely  printed  octavo  vols,  of  about  1100  pages,  extra  cloth.     $6  50. 
^Y  THE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

NEW  REMEDIES,  WITH  FORMULA  FOR  THEIR  PREPARA- 

TION  AND  ADMINISTRATION.      Seventh  edition,  with  extensive  additions.     In  one 
very  large  octavo  volume  of  770  pages,  extra  cloth.     $4  00. 
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/GRIFFITH  {ROBERT  E.),  31. D. 

A  U^nYERSAL  FORMULARY,   Containing  the  Methods  of  Pre- 

paring  and  Administering  Officinal  and  other  Medicines.     The  whole  adapted  to  Physicians 
and  Pharmaceutists.     Second  edition,   thoroughly  revised,  with  numerous  additions,  by 
Robert  P.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy.     In  one  large  and  handsome   octavo  volume  of  650  pages,  double-columns. 
Extra  cloth,  $4  00 ;  leather,  $5  00. 
In  this  volume,  the  Formulary  proper  occupies  over  400  double-column  pages,  and  contains 
about  5000  formulas,  among  which,  besides  those  strictly  medical,  will  be  found  numerous  valuable 
receipts  for  the  preparation  of  essences,  ]Derfumes,  inks,  soaps,  varnishes,  &c.  &c.     In  addition  to 
this,  the  work  contains  a  vast  amount  of  information  indispensable  for  daily  reference  by  the  prac- 
tising physician  and  apothecary,  embracing  Tables  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Specific  Gravity, 
Temperature  for  Pharmaceutical  Operations,  Hydrometrical  Equivalents,  Specific  Gravities  of  some 
of  the  Preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeias,  Relation  between  different  Thermometrical  Scales, 
Explanation  of  Abbreviations  used  in  Formula,  Vocabulary  of  Words  used  in  Prescriptions,  Ob- 
servations on  the  Management  of  the  Sick  Room,  Doses  of  Medicines,  Rules  for  the  Administration 
of  Medicines,  Management  of  Convalescence  and  Relapses,  Dietetic  Preparations  not  included  in 
the  Formulary,  List  of  Incompatibles,  Posological  Table,  Table  of  Pharmaceutical  Names  which 
differ  in  the  Pharmaeopceias,  Officinal  Preparations  and  Directions,  and  Poisons. 

Three  complete  and  extended  Indexes  render  the  work  especially  adapted  for  immediate  consul- 
tation. One,  of  Diseases  and  their  Remedies,  presents  under  the  head  of  each  disease  the 
remedial  agents  which  have  been  usefully  exhibited  in  it,  with  reference  to  the  formulae  containing 
them — while  another  of  Pharmaceutical  and  Botanical  Names,  and  a  very  thorough  General 
Index  afford  the  means  of  obtaining  at  once  any  information  desired.  The  Formulary  itself  is 
arranged  alphabetically,  under  the  heads  of  the  leading  constituents  of  the  prescriptions. 


This  is  one  of  the  most  useful  books  for  the  prac- 
tising physician  which  has  been  issued  from  the  press 
of  late  years,  containing  a  vast  variety  of  formulas 
for  the  safe  and  convenient  administration  of  medi- 
cines, all  arranged  upon  scientific  and  rational  prin- 
ciples, with  the  quantities  stated  in  full,  without 
signs  or  abbreviations. — Memphis  Med.  Recorder. 


We  know  of  none  in  our  language,  or  any  other,  so 
comprehensive  in  its  details. — London  Lancet. 

One  of  the  most  complete  works  of  the  kind  in  any 
language. — Edinburgh  Med.  Joimial. 

We  are  not  cognizant  of  the  existence  of  a  parallel 
work. — London  Med.  Gazette. 


OTILLE  (ALFRED),  M.D., 

A--?  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  3fedicine  in  the  University  of  Penna. 

THERAPEUTICS  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA;  a  Systematic  Treatise 

on  the  Action  and  Uses  of  Medicinal  Agents,  including  their  Description  and  History. 

Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.    In  two  large  and  handsome  octavo  volumes.     {Nearly 

Ready.) 
Owing  to  the  author's  engagements,  this  work  has  been  for  some  time  out  of  print.  It  is  now, 
however,  passing  rapidly  through  the  press,  and  its  publication  may  be  expected  at  an  early 
moment.  That  two  large  editions  of  a  work  of  such  magnitude  should  be  exhausted  in  a  few 
years,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  it  has  supplied  a  want  generally  felt  by  the  profession,  and  the 
unanimous  commendation  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  medical  press,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home, 
shows  that  the  author  has  successfully  accomplished  his  object  in  presenting  to  the  profession  a 
systeinatic  treatise  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  practising  physician,  and  unincumbered  with  de- 
tails interesting  only  to  the  naturalist  or  the  dealer. 


We  have  placed  first  on  the  list  Dr.  Stille's  great 
work  on  Therapeutics.  When  the  first  edition  of  this 
work  made  its  appearance  nearly  five  years  ago,  we 
expressed  our  high  sense  of  its  vahte  as  containing  a 
full  and  philosophical  account  of  the  existing  state 
of  Therapeutics.  From  the  opinion  expressed  at  tliat 
time  we  have  nothing  to  retract;  we  liave,  on  the 
Cfmtrary,  to  state  that  the  introduction  of  numerous 


than  formerly.  We  can  cordially  recommend  to  those 
of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  Tlievapevitics  a 
careful  perusal  of  Dr.  Still6's  -Kot^.— Edinburgh  Med. 
Journal,  186.5. 

An  admirable  digest  of  our  present  knowledge  of 
Materia  Medica  and"  Therapeutics. — Am.  Journ.  Med. 
Sciences.  July,  18W). 

Dr.  Stille's  splendid  work  on  therapeutics  and  ma- 


additions  has  rendered  the  work  even  more  complete  i  teria  medica. — London  Med.  Times,  April  S,  IStiJ. 


yhhrn  {BEN.JAMIN),  M.D. 

THE  MEDICAL  FORMULARY:  being  a  Collection  of  Prescriptions 

derived  from  the  writings  nnd  practice  of  mnny  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  America 
and  Euroyie.  Together  with  the  usual  Dietetic  Preparations  and  Antidotes  for  Poisons.  To 
which  is  added  an  Appendix,  on  the  Endermic  use  of  Medicines,  and  on  the  use  of  Ether 
nnd  Cliloroform.  The  whole  accompanied  with  a  few  brief  Pharmaeeulic  and  Medical  Ob- 
porvations.  I^lleventh  edition,  carefully  revised  and  much  extended  by  Rdhkut  P.  Thomas, 
M.  D.,  I'rofe.ssor  of  Mnteria  Medica  in  the  Philadeli>hia  College  of  Pharuuicy.  In  one 
volume  8vo.,  of  about  ;150  pages.     $3  00. 

freqnontly  nolicnd  in  this  .Tournal  as  the  sncci'ssive 
editions  ji'ppeanul,  lliat  it  is  Kulllclcut,  on  llio  present 
occasion,  to  stale  that  Iho  editor  has  iiitroducod  into 


We  endorse  the  favoralilo  opinion  which  the  hook 
has  Hii  Ii»rif5  (iHtahlislied  for  itsnlf,  and  take  this  occa- 
(tiou  to  coniini-nd  it  to  our  readers  as  onn  of  tliH  cou- 
vrinlisnt  liaiidhookH  of  tho  olHco  and  library, — Oin- 
cinnati  Lancet,  Feb.  1801. 

The  work  liiis  long  boon  beforo  the  profi-'sslon,  and 
Its  iiiorltM  are  well  known.  Tho  jirosciit  edition  con- 
talDN  many  vitlnalilo  addltlonH,  and  will  lio  found  to 
Ix?  an  oxcpi-rllnKly  cnuvonlent  and  UHi-ftil  roluiiie  for 
refi-roncf  bv  tlio  iniwllcal  practUlouor.  —  Ckicnyo 
M'dlral  Exdmlniir,  March,  1804, 

The  work  1h  now  no  well  known,  nnd  ban  been  so 


tho  eleventh  edition  a  largo  amount  of  now  matter, 
derived  from  the  ciirront  iiioiiical  and  phannacoutical 
works,  as  well  as  a  uuuihi'r  of  valuahlo  pri>scriptiou8 
furnishod  from  private  sourcos.  A  very  conipvohou- 
slvoand  i>xlr(>moly  nsoful  Index  has  also  boon  sup- 
plied, whicli  faclfltatns  roforonco  to  tho  particular 
articln  tlio  i)rc>scril)i'r  may  wish  to  admlnistor;  and 
Ihn  languago  of  tlio  Formulary  lias  liiou  mado  to  cor- 
respond with  the  iiomonrlalure  of  llio  new  national 
I'Uuruiacopujia, — Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences,  Jau.  ISti-t. 
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p  ERE  IB  A'  [JONATHAN),  M.D.,  F.R.S.  and  L.S. 

MATERIA   MEDICA   AND  THERAPEUTICS;   being  an  Abridg- 

ment  of  the  late  Dr.  Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica,  arranged  in  conformity  with 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  adapted  to  the  use  of  Medical  Practitioners,  Chemists  and 
Druggists,  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Students,  &c.  By  F.  J.  Faere,  M.D.,  Senior 
Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  London  Editor  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia; 
assisted  by  P.obert  Bentley,  M.R.C.S.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and.  Botany  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain;  and  by  Robert  Waeington,  F.R.S.,  Chemical 
Operator  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  With  numerous  additions  and  references  to  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  by  Horatio  C.  Wood,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  1040  closely 
printed  pages,  with  236  illustrations,  extra  cloth,  $7  00;  leather,  raised  bands,  $8  00. 
{Just  Issued.) 


Tlie  task  of  the  American  editor  has  evidently  heen 
no  siuecure,  for  not  only  has  he  given  to  us  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  abridgment  useful  for  our  pur- 
poses, but  by  a  careful  and  judicious  embodiment  of 
over  a  hundred  new  remedies  has  increased  the  size 
of  the  former  work  fully  one-third,  besides  adding 
many  new  iUusti-ations,  some  of  which  are  original. 
We  unhesitatingly  say  that  by  so  doing  he  has  pro- 
portionately increased  the  value,  not  only  of  the  con- 
doused  edition,  but  has  extended  the  applicability  of 
the  great  original,  and  has  placed  his  medical  coun- 
trymen under  lasting  obligations  to  him.  The  Ame- 
rican physician  now  has  all  that  is  needed  in  the 
shape  of  a  complete  treatise  on  materia  medica,  and 
the  medical  student  has  a  text-book  which,  for  prac- 
tical utility  and  intrinsic  worth,  stands  unparalleled. 
Although  of  considerable  size,  it  is  none  too  large  for 
t  be  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  intended,  and  every 
medical  man  should,  in  justice  to  himself,  spare  a 
place  for  it  upon  his  book-shelf,  resting  assured  that 
the  more  he  consults  it  the  better  he  will  be  satisfied 
of  its  excellence.— i\^.  Y.  Med.  Record,  Nov.  15,  1S66. 

It  will  fill  a  place  which  no  other  work  can  occupy 
in  the  library  of  the  physician,  studejit,  and  apothe- 
cary.— Buston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Nov.  S,  1866. 

We  have  here  presented,  in  a  volume  of  a  thousand 
pages,  that  which  we  sincerely  believe  the  best  work 
on  materia  medica  in  the  English  language.  No  phy- 
-sician,  no  medical  student,  can  purchase  this  book, 
and  make  anything  like  a  proper  use  of  it,  without 
being  amply  rewarded  for  bis  outlay.  —  The  Oinei7i- 
nnti  Jov,rnnl  of  Medicine,  November,  1866. 

The  American  editor  can  very  justly  say,  then,  that 
"his  office  has  been  no  sinecure."  The  result,  how- 
ever, of  the  labors  of  the  different  gentlemen  engaged 
on  the  work  has  been  to  give  us  a  compendium  that 


pceia,  none  will  be  more  acceptable  to  the  student 
and  practitioner  than  the  present.  Pereira's  Materia 
Medica  had  long  ago  asserted  for  itself  the  position  of 
being  the  most  complete  work  on  the  subject  in  the 
English  language.  But  its  very  completeness  stood 
in  the  way  of  its  success.  Except  in  the  way  of  refer- 
ence, or  to  thc^e  who  made  a  special  study  of  Materia 
Medica,  Dr.  Pereira's  work  was  too  full,  and  its  pe- 
rusal required  an  amount  of  time  which  few  had  at 
their  disposal.  Dr.  Farre  has  very  j  udiciously  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  the  publication  of  the 
new  Pharmacopreia,  by  bringing  out  an  abridged  edi- 
tion of  the  great  work.  This  edition  of  Pereira  is  by 
no  means  a  mere  abridged  re-issue,  but  contains  ma- 
ny improvements,  both  in  the  descriptive  and  thera- 
peutical departments.  We  can  recommend  it  as  a 
very  excellent  and  reliable  text-book. — Edinbitrgk 
Med  Journal,  February,  1866. 

The  reader  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed,  at  a  glance, 
with  the  exceeding  value  of  this  work  as  a  compeud 
of  nearly  all  useful  kn<)wledge  on  the  materia  medica. 
We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Professor  Wood  for  his 
adaptation  of  it  to  our  meridian.  Without  his  emen- 
dations and  additions  it  would  lose  much  of  its  value 
to  the  American  student.  With  them  it  is  an  Ameri- 
can book.  — P«ci/!c  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
December,  1866. 

Altogether,  the  work  is  a  most  valuable  addition  to 
the  literature  of  this  subject,  and  will  be  of  great  use 
to  the  practitioner  of  medicine  and  medical  student. 
The  work,  as  issued  by  the  American  publisher,  is  a 
handsome  volume  of  1030  pages,  most  amply  illus- 
trated, the  wood-cuts  being  of  superior  finish,  and 
clearly  impressed. — Canada.  Med.  Journal,  Nov.  1S66. 

Only  .592  pages,  while  Pereira's  original  volumes 
included  2000,  and  yet  the  results  of  many  years'  ad- 


is  admirably  adapted  for  the  wants  and  necessities  of    aitional  research  in  pharmacology  and  therapeutics 


the  student.  We  willingly  concede  to  the  American 
editor  that  we  have  rarely  examined  a  work  that,  on 
the  whole,  is  more  carefiiUy  and  laboriously  edited 
than  this  ;  or,  we  may  add,  that  is  more  improved  in 
the  process  of  editing. — New  York  Medical  Journal, 
December,  1866. 

Of  the  many  works  on  Materia  Medica  which  have 
appeared  since  the  issuing  of  the  British  Pharmaco- 


are  embodied  in  the  new  edition.  Unquestionably 
Dr.  Farre  has  conferred  a  great  benefit  upon  medical 
students  and  practitioners.  And  in  both  respects  we 
think  he  has  acted  very  judiciously.  And  the  work 
is  now  condensed — brought  fully  into  accordance  with 
the  pharmacological  opinions  in  vogue,  and  can  be 
used  with  great  advantage  as  a  handbook  for  exami- 
nations.— The  Lancet,  December,  1865. 


p ARSON  [JOSEPH),  M.D.. 

'-^  Professor  of  Maieria  Medica  and  Pharmacy  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  &-c. 

SY^'OPSIS  OF  THE   COURSE   OF   LECTURES   OX  MATERIA 

MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY,  delivered  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  With  three 
Lectures  on  the  Modus  Operandi  of  Medicines.  Fourth  and  revised  edition,  extra  cloth, 
$3  00.     {Now  Ready.) 


EOTLE'S  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEU- 
TICS; including  the  Preparations  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeias of  London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  and  of  the 
United  States.  With  many  new  medicines.  Edited 
by  Joseph  Carson,  M.D.  With  ninety-eight  illus- 
trations. In  one  large  octavo  volume  of  about  700 
pages,  extra  cloth.     S3  00. 

CHRISTLSON'S  DISPENSATORY;  OR,  Commextart 
on  the  Pharmacopcoias  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States ;  comprising  the  Natural  History, 
Description,  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Actions,  Uses, 
and  Doses  of  the  Articles  of  the  Materia  Medica. 
.Second  edition,  revised  and  improved,  with  a  Sup- 
plement containing  the  most  important  New  Reme- 
dies. With  copious  additions,  and  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  large  wood-engi-avings.  By  R.  Eules- 
PEi.D  Griffith,  M.  D.  In  oue  very  handsome  octavo 
volume  of  over  1000  pages,  extra"  cloth.     $i  00. 


CARPENTER'S  PRIZE  ESSAY  ON  THE  USE  OF 
Alcoholic  Liquors  in  Heal'ih  and  Disease.  New 
edition,  with  a  Preface  by  D.  F.  Condte,  M.D.,  and 
explanations  of  scientific  words.  In  one  neat  12mo. 
volume,  pp.  178,  extra  cloth.     60  cents. 

De  JONGH  on  the  THREE  KINDS  OF  COD-LIVER 
Oil,  with  their  Chemical  and  Therapeutic  Pro- 
perties.    1  vol.  12mo.,  cloth.     75  cents. 


MAYNE'S  DISPENSATORY  AND  THERAPEUTICAL 
Remembrancer.  With  every  Practical  Formula 
contained  in  the  three  British  Pharmacopoeias. 
Edited,  with  the  addition  of  the  Formulae  of  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopeia,  by  R.  E.  Griffith,  M.  D.  In 
one  12m0i  volume,  300  pp.,  extra  cloth.    75  cents. 
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fIROSS  [SAMUEL  D.),  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Sxirgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 

ELEMENTS    OF    PATHOLOGICAL '  ANATOMY. 


Third    edition, 

thoroughly  revised  and  greatly  improved.     In  one  large  and  very  handsome  octavo  volume 
of  nearly  800  pages,  with  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  beautiful  illustrations,  of  which  a 
large  number  are  from  original  drawings  ;    extra  cloth.     $4  00. 
The  very  beautiful  execution  of  this  valuable  work,  and  the  exceedingly  low  price  at  which  it 
is  ofi'ered,  should  command  for  it  a  place  in  the  library  of  every  practitioner. 

the  book-shelf  of  every  American  physician. — Charles- 
ton Med.  .Journal. 

It  contains  much  new  matter,  and  brings  down  our 
knowledge  of  pathology  to  the  latest  period. — London 


To  the  student  of  medicine  we  would  say  that  we 
know  of  no  work  which  we  can  more  heartily  com- 
mend than  Gross's  Pathological  Anatomy. — Southern 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

The  volume  commends  itself  to  the  medical  student ; 
it  will  repay  a  careful  perusal,  and  should  be  upon 


Lancet. 


JONES  [G.  HANDFIELD),  F.R.S.,  and  SIEVEKING  [ED.  K),  31. D., 

Assista/nt  Physicians  and  Lecturers  in  St.  3Tary''s  Hospital. 

A  MANUAL  OP   PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY.     First  American 

edition,  revised.     With  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  handsome  wood  engravings.     In 
one  large  and  beautifully  printed  octavo  volume  of  nearly  760  pages,  extra  cloth,  $3  50. 

and  the  most  recent  investigations  presented  in  suffi- 
cient detail  for  the  student  of  pathology.  We  cannot 
at  this  time  undertake  a  formal  analysis  of  this  trea- 


Our  limited  space  alone  restrains  us  from  noticing 
more  at  length  the  various  subjects  treated  of  in 
this  interesting  work;  presenting,  as  it  does,  an  excel- 
lent summary  of  the  existing  state  of  knowledge  in 
relation  to  pathological  anatomy,  we  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  upon  the  student  the  necessity  of  a  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  its  contents. — Medical  Ex- 
aminer. 

We  have  long  had  need  of  a  hand-book  of  patholo- 
gical anatomy  which  should  thoroughly  reflect  the 
present  state  of  that  science.  In  the  tre-itise  before 
US  this  desideratum  is  supplied.  Within  the  limits  of 
a  moderate  octavo,  we  have  the  outlines  of  this  great 
department   of  medical   science  accurately   defined. 


tise,  as  it  would  involve  a  separate  and  lengthy 
consideration  of  nearly  every  subject  discussed  ;  nor 
would  such  analysis  be  advantageous  to  the  medical 
i-eader.  The  work  is  of  such  a  character  that  every 
physician  ought  to  obtain  it,  both  for  reference  and 
study. — N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

Its  impoi'tance  to  the  physician  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated,  and  we  would  recommend  our  readers  to 
add  it  to  their  library  as  soon  as  they  conveniently 
can. — Montreal  Med.  Chronicle. 


-DOKITANSKY  [CARL).  M.D., 

Curatfjr  of  the  Imperial  Pathological  Mu.seum,  and  Professor  at  the  University  of  Vienna. 

A   MANUAL    OF    PATHOLOGICAL   ANATOMY.      Translated  by 

W.  E.  SwAiNE,  Edward  Sieveking,  C.  H.  Moore,  and  Gr.  E.  Day.    Four  volumes  octavo, 
bound  in  two,  of  about  1200  pages,  extra  cloth.     $7  50. 


GLUGE'S  ATLAS  OF  PATHOLOGIC.'VL  HISTOLOGY. 
Translated,  with  Notes  and  Additions,  by  Joseph 
Leidy,  M.  D.  In  one  volume,  very  large  imperial 
quarto,  with  .320  copper-plate  figures,  plain  and 
colored,  extra  cloth.    $-1  00. 


SIMON"S  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY,  as  conducive  to 
the  Establishment  of  Rational  Principles  for  the 
Preveution  and  Cure  of  Disease.  In  one  octavo 
volume  of  212  pages,  extra  cloth.     $1  25. 


-^TILLIAMS  [CHARLES  .T.  B.),  M.D., 

Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  University  College,  London. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  MEDICINE.     An  Elementary  YieAv  of  the  Causes, 

Nature,  Treatment,  Diagnosis,  and  Prognosis  of  Disease;  with  brief  remarks  on  Hygienics, 
or  the  preservation  of  health.  A  new  American,  from  the  third  and  revised  London  edition. 
In  one  octavo  volume  of  about  500  pages,  extra  cloth.     $3  50. 

The  nuequivocal  favor  with  which  this  work  has  |  A  text-book  to  which  no  other  in  our  language  is 
been  received  by  the  profession,  both  in  Europe  aud  comparable. — Charleston  Med.  Journal. 
America,  is  one  among  the  many  gratifying  evidences  The  lengthened  anah'sis  we  have  given  of  Pr.  Wil- 
which  might  be  adduced  as  going  to  show  that  there  >  li^ms's  PHnciples  of  Medicine  will,  we  trust,  clcarlv 
isasteady  progress  taking  place  in  the  science  as  well  i  p,.ove  to  our  readers  his  perfect  conipeteMcy  lor  the 
as  in  the  art  of  medicine.— ,«.  ioMW  .¥«d.  «wrf  ,S'MJ-£r.  j  task  he  has  nndcrtaken— that  of  imparling  to  the 
Journal.  j  Ktudeut,  as  well  us  to  the  more  experienced  practi- 

No  work  has  ever  achieved  or  maintained  a  more  i  tiotier,  a  knowledge  of  those  geueial  principles  of 
deserved  reputatiua. —  Virginia  Med.  and  Surg.  1  pathology  on  which  alone  a  correct  practice  can  he 
Journal.  I  founded.      The   ahsoliilo    necessity   of  such   a   work 

One  of  the  best  works  on  the  subject  of  which  it  1  '""sl  ^e  evident  to  all  who  pretend  to  more  than 
treat«  in  our  language.  I  mere  ompincisra.     We  must  conclude  by  a^ain  ex- 

I  pressing  our  high  aense  of  the  inimonso  bonellt  which 

It  has  already  commended  itself  to  the  high  regard  i>,.  -wiiliams  has  conferred  on  mo.licine  bv  Iho  puh- 
of  the  profC'iKlon  ;  and  wo  may  well  say  that  we  Hcatlon  of  this  work.  Wo  are  certain  t'liat  in  the 
know  of  no  Hlngle  volume  that  will  adord  the  source  p,.„H,,nt  stale  of  our  knowledge  his  Principles  of  Medi- 
of  H(.  thorough  a  drilling  In  Iho  principles  of  praclicn  I  ^,„g  p^,,,,,  „„t  possibly  be  surpassed.  While  wo 
1..K  thU.  SludentH  and  praclitloners  should  make  I  ,.,,jj,.^,  the  loss  wlilcli  nianv  of  the  rising  generation 
them-elveH  Intimately  familiar  wKh  its  leachlngK—  ]  „,.  pi-notitloners  have  suMained  hv  his  resignation  o 
they  will  find  th.'lr  labor  and  study  jnoHt  ami'ly  j  ,i,o  (•hn\T  at  Hiilvcrsily  College, 'it  Is  comforting  to 
Tf\n\i\.—Cinclmi(in  Mid.  Ohnerver.  j  fpp]  ||,„t  i,i«  wrilings  ninst  long  conlinun  to  exert  a 

There  1"  no  work  in  modical  literaturn  which  can  j  powcil'nl  iiillui'ncc  nn  (lie  prarlicc  of  ihal  piofeKsUni 
till  the  place  of  lliis  onn.  It  Is  the  Primer  of  the  |  for  llie  iiMi>niviinent  of  which  he  has  so  assiduously 
young  practitioner,  lliu  A'ora/l  of  the  Bcieullllc  one. —  and  HiircKssfully  labored,  an<l  In  which  he  holds  no 
HtdUoHcope.  '  disllnguldhed  a  position.— AojwioJi  lAowr.  of  Medicine 
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ffLINT  [A  USTIN),  M.  D., 

■*-  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Bellevue  Med.  College,  N.  T. 

A  TREATISE    ON    THE    PRINCIPLES    AND    PRACTICE    OF 

MEDICINE  ;  designed  for  the  use  of  Students  and  Practitioners  of  Medicine.  Second 
edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  In  one  large  and  closely  printed  octavo  volume  of  nearly 
1000  pages;  handsome  extra  cloth,  $6  50;  or  strongly  bound  in  leather,  with  raised  bands, 
$7  50.    {Just  Issued.) 

Prom  the  Preface  to  the  Second,  Editio7i. 
Four  months  after  the  publication  of  this  treatise,  the  author  was  notified  that  a  second  edition 
was  called  for.  The  speedy  exhaustion  of  the  first  edition,  unexpected  in  view  of  its  large  size, 
naturally  intensified  the  desire  to  make  the  work  still  more  acceptable  to  practitioners  and 
students  of  Medicine;  and,  notwithstanding  the  brief  period  allowed  for  a  revision,  additions 
have  been  made  which,  it  is  believed,  will  enhance  the  practical  utility  of  the  volume. 


We  are  happy  in  being  able  once  more  to  commend 
this  work  to  the  students  and  practitioners  of  medicine 
who  seek  for  accurate  information  conveyed  in  lan- 
guage at  once  clear,  precise,  and  expressive. — Ainer. 
■Xourn.  Med.  Sciences,  April,  1867. 

Dr.  Flint,  who  has  been  known  in  this  country  for 
many  years,  both  as  an  author  and  teacher,  who  has 
discovered  truth,  and  pointed  it  out  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly to  others,  investigated  the  symptoms  and  na- 
tural history  of  disease  and  recorded  its  language  and 
facts,  and  devoted  a  life  of  incessant  study  and 
tliought  to  the  doubtful  or  obscure  in  his  profession, 
has  at  length,  in  his  ripe  scholarship,  given  this  work 
to  the  profession  as  a  crowning  gift.  If  we  have  spoken 
highly  of  its  value  to  the  profession  and  world  ;  if  we 


ranked  among  heavy  and  common-place  works,  while 
the  unmistakable  way  in  which  Dr,  Flint  gives  his 
own  views  is  quite  refreshing,  and  far  from  common. 
It  is  a  book  of  enormous  research ;  the  writer  is  evi- 
dently a  man  of  observation  and  large  experience ; 
his  views  are  practically  sound  and  theoretically 
moderate,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  commending 
his  magnum  opus  to  our  readers  — Dublin  Medical 
Press  and  Circular,  May  16,  1866. 

In  the  plan  of  the  work  and  the  treatment  of  indi- 
vidual subjects  there  is  a  freshness  and  an  originality 
which  make  it  worthy  of  the  study  of  practitiouers 
as  well  as  students  It  is,  indeed,  an  admirable  book, 
and  highly  creditable  to  American  medicine.  For 
clearness  and  conciseness  in  st}^le,  for  ca]'eful  reason- 


have  said,  all  considered,  it  is  the  very  best  work  'ing  upon  what  is  known,  for  lucid  distinction  between 


upon  medical  practice  in  any  language;  if  we  have 
spoken  of  its  excellences  in  detail,  and  given  points 
of  special  value,  we  have  yet  failed  to  express  in  any 
degree  onr  present  estimate  of  its  value  as  a  guide  in 
the  practice  of  medicine.  It  does  not  contain  too  much 
or  too  little ;  it  is  not  positive  where  doubt  should  be 
expressed,  or  hesitate  where  truth  is  known.  It  is 
philosophical  and  speculative  where  philosophy  and 
speculation  are  all  that  can  at  present  be  obtained, 
but  nothing  is  admitted  to  the  elevation  of  established 
truth,  without  the  most  thorough  investigation.  It 
is  truly  remarkable  with  what  even  hand  this  work 
has  been  written,  and  how  it  all  shows  the  most  care- 
ful thought  and  untiring  study.  We  conclude  that, 
though  it  may  yet  be  susceptible  of  improvement,  it 
still  constitutes  the  very  best  which  human  knowledge 
can  at  present  produce.  "When  knowledge  is  in- 
creased," the  work  will  doubtless  be  again  revised; 
meanwhile  we  shall  accept  it  as  the  rule  of  practice. 
— Buffalo  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Feb.  1867. 

He  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  high  honor  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  demand  for  a  second  edition  of 
his  work  in  four  months  after  the  issue  of  the  first. 
No  American  practitioner  can  afford  to  do  without 
Flint's  Practice. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
Feb.  1S67. 

Dr.  Flint's  book  is  the  only  one  on  the  practice  of 
medicine  that  can  benefit  the  young  practitioner. — 
Nashville  Med.  Journal,  Aug.  1866, 

We  consider  the  book,  in  all  its  essentials,  as  the 
best  adapted  to  the  student  of  any  of  our  numerous 
text-books  on  this  subject. — N.  Y  Med.  Journ.,  Jan.  '67. 

Its  terse  conciseness  fully  redeems  it  from  being 


what  we  know  aud  what  we  do  not  know,  between 
what  nature  does  in  disease  and  what  the  physician 
can  do  and  should,  for  richness  in  good  clinical  ob- 
servation, for  independence  of  statement  and  opinion 
on  great  points  of  practice,  and  for  geneial  sagacity 
aud  good  judgment,  the  work  is  most  meritcjrious. 
It  is  singularly  rich  in  good  c(ualitie.s,  and  free  from 
faults. — Londo7i  Lancet,  June  23,  1S66. 

In  following  out  such  a  plan  Dr.  Flint  has  suc- 
ceeded most  admirably,  and  gives  to  his  readers  a 
work  that  is  not  only  very  readable,  interesting, 
and  concise,  but  in  every  respect  calculated  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  professional  men  of  every  class. 
The  student  has  presented  to  him,  in  the  plainest 
possible  manner,  the  symptoms  of  disease,  the  prin- 
ciples which  should  guide  him  in  its  treatment,  aud 
the  difticulties  which  have  to  be  surmounted  in  order 
to  ari'ive  at  a  correct  diagnosis.  The  practitioner, 
besides  having  such  aids,  has  offered  to  him  the  con- 
clusion which  the  experience  of  the  professor  has 
enabled  him  to  arrive  at  in  reference  to  the  relative 
merits  of  different  therapeutical  agents,  and  different 
methods  of  treatment.  This  new  work  will  add  not 
a  little  to  the  well-earned  reputation  of  Prof.  Flint  as 
a  medical  teacher. — N.  Y.  Med.  Record,  April  2,  1866. 

We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  profes.sion 
this  valuable  and  practical  work  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  more  particularly  as  we  have  had  oppor- 
tunities of  appreciating  from  personal  observation 
the  author's  preeminent  merit  as  a  clinical  observer. 
This  work  is  undoubtedly  one  of  great  merit,  and  we 
feel  confident  that  it  will  have  an  extensive  .circula- 
tion.— The  N.  0.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Sept.  1866. 


TiUNGLISON,  FORBES,   TWEED  IE,  AND   GO  NOLLY. 

THE  CYCLOPEDIA  OE   PRACTICAL  MEDICINE:    comprisiug 

Treatises  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Diseases,   Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  &c.  &c.     In  four  large  super-royal 
octavo  volumes,  of  3254  double-columned  pages,  strongly  and  handsomely  bound.     $15. 
*^*  This  work  contains  no  less  than  four  hundred  and  eighteen  distinct  treatises,  contributed 
by  sixty-eight  distinguished  physicians. 


The  most  complete  work  on  practical  medicine 
extant,  or  at  least  in  our  language. — Buffalo  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

For  reference,  it  is  above  all  price  to  every  practi- 
tioner.—  Western,  Lancet. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  medical  publications  of 


the  day.     As  a  work  of  reference  it  is  invaluable. — 
Western  Journal  of  MedAcine  and  Surgery. 

It  has  been  to  us,  both  as  learner  and  teacher,  a 
work  for  ready  and  frequent  reference,  one  in  which 
modern  English  medicine  is  exhibited  in  the  most  ad- 
vantageous light. — Medical  Examiner. 


BARLOW'S  MANUAL  OF  THE  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICINE.  With  Additions  by  D.  F.  CONDIE, 
M.  D.     1  vol.  Svc,  pp.  600,  cloth.     $2  50. 


HOLLAND'S  MEDICAL  NOTES  AND  REFLEC- 
TIONS. From  the  third  aud  enlarged  English  edi- 
tion. In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about 
500  pages,  extra  cloth.    $3  50. 
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TTARTSHORNE  [HENRY],  M.D., 

J- J-  Professor  of  Hygiene  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvonia. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MEDI- 
CINE.    A  handy-book  for  Students  and  Practitioners.     In  one  handsome  royal  ]2mo. 
volume  of  about  350  pages,  clearly  printed  on  small  type,  cloth,  $2  38;  half  bound,  §2  63. 
{JVow  Ready.) 
The  very  cordial  reception  with  which  this  work  has  met  shows  that  the  author  has  fully  suc- 
ceeded in  his  attempt  to  condense  within  a  convenient  compass  the  essential  points  of  scientific 
and  practical  medicine,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  not  only  of  the  student,  but  also  of  the  practi- 
tioner who  desires  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  results  of  recent  advances  in  medical  science. 

nearly  than  any  similar  manual  lately  before  us  the 
standard  at  which  all  such  books  should  aim  —  of 
teaching  much,  and  suggesting  more.    To  the  student 


As  a  strikingly  terse,  full,  and  comprehensive  em- 
bodiment in  a  condensed  form  of  the  essentials  in 
medical  science  and  art,  we  hazard  nothing  in  saying 
that  it  is  incomparably  in  advance  of  any  work  of  the 
kind  of  the  past,  and  will  stand  long  in  the  future 
without  a  rival.  A  mere  glance  will,  we  think,  im- 
press others  with  the  correctness  of  our  estimate.  I^^or 
do  we  believe  there  will  be  found  many  who,  after 
the  most  cursory  examination,  will  fail  to  possess  it. 
How  one  could  be  able  to  crowd  so  much  that  is  valu- 
able, especially  to  the  student  and  young  practitioner, 
within  the  limits  of  so  small  a  book,  and  yet  embrace 
and  present  all  that  is  important  in  a  well-arranged, 
clear  form,  convenient,  satisfactory  for  reference,  with 
so  full  a  table  of  contents,  and  extended  general  index, 
with  nearly  three  hundred  formulas  and  recipes,  is  a 
marvel. —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine,  Aug.  1S67. 

The  little  book  before  us  has  this  quality,  and  we 
can  therefore  say  that  all  students  will  find  it  an  in- 
valuable guide  in  their  pursuit  of  clinical  medicine. 
Dr.  Hartshorne  speaks  of  it  as  "  an  unambitious  elfort 
to  m,ake  useful  the  experience  of  twenty  years  of  pri- 
vate and  hospital  medical  practice,  with  its  attendant 
study  and  reflection."  That  the  effort  will  prove  suc- 
cessful we  have  no  doubt,  and  in  his  study,  aud  at 
the  bedside,  the  student  will  find  Dr.  Hartshorne  a 
safe  and  accomplished  companion.  We  speak  thus 
highly  of  the  volume,  because  it  approaches  more 


we  can  heartily  recommend  the  work  of  our  transat- 
lantic colleague,  and  the  busy  practitioner,  we  are 
sure,  will  fiad  in  it  the  means  of  solving  many  a 
doubt,  and  will  rise  from  the  perusal  of  its  pages, 
having  gained  clearer  views  to  guide  him  in  his  daily 
struggle  with  disease. — Dub.  Med.  Press,  Oct.  2,  1S67. 

Pocket  handbooks  of  medicine  are  not  desirable, 
even  when  they  are  as  carefully  and  elaborately  com- 
piled as  this,  the  latest,  most  complete,  and  most  ac- 
curate which  we  have  seen. — British  Med.  Journal, 
Sept.  21,  1S67. 

This  work  of  Dr.  Hartshorne  must  not  be  confound- 
ed with  the  medical  manuals  so  generally  to  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  students,  serving  them  at  best  but  as 
blind  guides,  better  adapted  to  lead  them  astray  than 
to  any  useful  aud  reliable  knowledge.  The  work  be- 
fore us  presents  a  careful  synopsis  of  the  essential 
elements  of  the  theory  of  diseased  action,  its  causes, 
phenomena,  and  results,  and  of  the  art  of  healing,  as 
recognized  by  the  most  authoritative  of  our  profes- 
sional writers  and  teachers.  A  very  careful  and  can- 
did examination  of  the  volume  has  convinced  us  that 
it  will  be  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  man- 
uals for  the  use  of  the  student  that  has  yet  appeared. 
— American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  Oct.  18(37. 


TU'ATSON  [THOMAS),  M.  D.,  §-c. 

LECTURES     ON     THE     PRINCIPLES    AND    PRACTICE    OF 

PHYSIC.     Delivered  at  King's  College,  London.     A  new  American,  from  the  last  revised 
and  enlarged  English  edition,  with  Additions,  by  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  author  of 
"  A  Practical  Tre'atise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,"  &c.     With  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  illu.strations  on  wood.     In  one  very  large  and  handsome  volume,  imperial  octavo,  of 
over   1200  closely  printed  pages  in  small  type ;    extra  cloth,  §6  50 ;  strongly  bound   in 
leather,  with  raised  bands,  $7  50. 
Believing  this  to  be  a  work  which  should  lie  on  the  table  of  every  physician,  and  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  student,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  condense  the  vast  amount  of  matter  which  it  con- 
tains within  a  convenient  compass,  and  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  to  place  it  within  reach  of  all. 
In   its  present  enlarged  form,  the  work  contains  the  matter  of  at  least  three  ordinary  octavos, 
rendering  it  one  of  the  cheapest  works  now  offered  to  the  American  profession,  while  its  mechani- 
cal execution  makes  it  an  exceedingly  attractive  volume. 


DICKSON'S  ELEMENTS  OF  MEDICINE;  a  Compen- 
dious View  of  Pathology  and  Tljevapentics,  or  the 
History  aud  Treatmeut  of  Diseases.  Second  edi- 
tion, revised.  1  vol.  Svo.  of  7.50  pages,  extra  cloth. 
(jSl  00. 

WHAT  TO  OB.SERVE  AT  THE  BEDSIDE  AND  .\PTER 
Dkatii  I.N-  MuDicAL  OA.-iKS.  PuljHsLed  under  the 
authority  of  the  London  Society  for  Medical  Obser- 


vatiou.  From  the  second  Loudon  edition.  1  vol. 
royal  l'2mo.,  extra  cloth.  SI  00. 
LAYCOCK'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES 
AND  Methods  of  Medic.a.l  Observation  a.nd  Rk- 
SEARCH.  For  the  use  of  advanced  students  and 
juuior  practitioners.  lu  one  very  ucat  royal  l^mo. 
volume,  extra  cloth.    $1  00. 


B 


ARCLAY  [A.  W.),  M.  D. 

A  MANUAL  OF  MEDICAL  DIAGNOSIS;  hoins:  an  Analysis  of  the 

Si};n,s  and  Symptoms  of  Disease.     Third  American  from  the  second  and  revised  London 
edition.     In  one  neiit  octavo  volume  of  461  pages,  extra,  cloth,     ^'i  60. 
A   Work   of   ImmonHo   practical    utility. — Luudon  \      The  book  should  bo  in  the  hands  of  every  practical 
Med.  TiinfiH  ii.nd  Gazette.  man. — Duhlin  Med.  Press. 


rpULLER  [HENRY  WILLIAM),  M.  D., 

-*•  PIqisicidn  to  St.  Georr/e's  IloMpital,  London. 

ON  DISEASES  OF  THE   LUNGS   AND   AIR-PASSAGES.     Their 

Piitholojfy,  Physical  Diagnosis,  Symptoms,  ard  Tryiitinent.     From  tlio  second  iind  rovisod 

English  edition.     In  one  handsome  octavo  Tolume  of  about  600  [lages,  extra  cloth,  $3  60. 

(l\ow  llrail I/.) 

Dr.  FuIIit'k  work  on  <IIhpiikck  of  the  cIionI  was  ho  ;  nocorilinxly  w«  liiivo  what  ini^'lil  l>i>  with  iiorfpot  Jus- 

fHVdnibly  ri'Cnlv(Ml,  ilml  t<i  iiiiiiiy  who  rlld  not  know     llci>  Nlyb'd'  an  iMitinly  ik'W  wmk   from   his  pon,  the 

t)io  extiMit  of  hlH.iii<{ii(jenioulH,  H'wawa  inalterof  won-  ^  iiortlou  of  the  work  Ircatlnii;  of  the  lirnrl  iiiid  gn-at 

(It  lliiit  It  Hhoulil  \m  allowed  to  rcttiiahi   lliroH  years  i  vohhuIb  holiiK  oxcluded.     NovortholosH,  tliL-t  volume  U 

(lilt  of  jirlnl.     Dirlertiiinnd,  howevor,  to  Improve  It,  ;  of  alliioNt  ••'[m\\  hVm  with  tho  llrst. — London  Mtdiatl 

hi:  Fuller  would  uot  cuuveut  to  a  luero  reprint,  and  I  Tiititu  unU  UMtlte,  July  20,  1S()7. 
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JPLINT  {AUSTIN),  M.D., 

-*■  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Med.  College,  N.  T. 

A  PRACTICAL  TPvEATISE  ON  THE  PHYSICAL  EXPLORA- 
TION OF  THE  CHEST  AND  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  AFFECTING  THE 
RESPIRATORY  ORGANS.  Second  and  revised  edition.  In  one  liandsome  octavo  volume 
of  595  pages,  extra  cloth,  $4  50.      {Just  Issued.) 


Premisiug  this  observation  of  the  necessity  of  each 
student  and  practitioner  making  himself  acquainted 
with  auscultation  and  percussion,  we  may  state  our 
honest  opinion  that  l)r.  Flint's  treatise  is  one  of  the 
most  trustworthy  guides  which  he  can  consult.  The 
style  is  clear  and  distinct,  and  is  also  concise,  being 
free  from  that  tendency  to  over-refinement  and  unne- 
cessary minuteness  wliich  characterizes  many  works 
on  the  same  subject. — Dallin  Medical  Pj-es*,  Feb.  6, 
1S67. 

In  the  invaluable  work  before  ns,  we  have  a  book 
of  facts  of  nearly  600  pages,  admirably  arranged, 
clear,  thorough,  and  lucid  on  all  points,  without  pro- 
lixity; exhausting  every  point  and  topic  touched  ;  a 
monument  of  patient  and  loug-coutinued  observation, 
which  does  credit  to  its  author,  and  reflects  honor  on 


American  medicine. — Atlanta  3fed.  and  Surff.  Jour- 
nal, Feb.  1S67. 

The  chapter  on  Phthisis  is  replete  with  interest ; 
and  his  remarks  on  the  diagnosis,  especially  in  the 
early  stages,  are  remarkable  for  their  acumen  and 
great  practical  value.  Dr.  Flint's  style  is  clear  and 
elegant,  and  the  tone  of  freshuess  and  originality 
which  pervades  his  whole  work  lend  an  additional 
force  to  its  thoroughly  practical  character,  which 
cannot  fail  to  obtain  for  it  a  place  as  a  standard  work 
on  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. — London 
Lancet,  Jan.  19,  1S67. 

This  is  an  admirable  book.  Excellent  in  detail  and 
execution,  nothing  better  could  be  desired  by  the 
practitioner.  Dr.  Flint  enriches  his  subject  with 
much  solid  and  not  a  little  original  observation. — 
Ranking'' s  Abstract,  Jan.  1S67. 


^T  THE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  THE  DIAGNOSIS,  PATHOLOGY, 

AND  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART.     In  one  neat  octavo  volume  of 
nearly  500  pages,  with  a  plate  ;  extra  cloth,  §3  60. 


We  question  the  fact  of  any  recent  American  author 
in  our  profession  being  more  extensively  known,  or 
more  deservedly  esteemed  in  this  country  than  Dr. 
Flint.  AVe  willingly  acknowledge  his  success,  more 
particularly  in  the  volume  on  diseases  of  the  heart,  in 


makingan  extended  pei'sonal  clinical  study  available 
for  purposes  of  illustration,  in  connection  with  cases 
which  have  been  reported  by  other  trustworthy  ob- 
servers.— Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  Review. 


pHAMBERS  [T.  K.),  M.D., 

^  Oonsulting  Physician  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  London,  &o. 

THE  INDIGESTIONS;  or,  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  Functionally 

Treated.  In  one  handsome  octavo  volume,  extra  cloth,  §2  50.  {Now  E.eady,) 
He  is  perhaps  the  most  vivid  and  brilliant  of  living  '  and  practical  skill — that  his  success  as  a  teacher  or 
medical  writers  ;  and  here  he  supplies,  in  a  graphic  [  literary  expositor  of  the  medical  art  consists;  and  the 
series  of  illustrations,  bright  sketches  from  his  well-  volume  before  us  is  a  better  illustration  than  its  au- 
stored  portfolio.  His  is  an  admirable  clinical  book,  [  thor  has  yet  produced  of  the  rare  degree  in  which 
like  all  that  he  publishes,  original,  brilliant,  and  in-  \  those  combined  qualities  are  at  his  command.  Nest 
teresting.  Everywhere  he  is  graphic,  and  his  work  I  to  the  diseases  of  children,  there  is  no  subject  on 
supplies  numerous  pi'actical  bints  of  much  value." —  |  which  the  young  practitioner  is  oftener  consulted,  or 
Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Nov.  1867.  j  on  which   the   public  are   more   apt   to  form   their 

Associate  with  this  the  rare  faculty  which  Dr.  I  opinions  of  his  professional  skiU,  than  the  various 
Chambers  has  of  infusing  an  enthusiasm  in  his  sub-  !  plienomena  of  indigestion.  Dr.  Chambers  comes  most 
ject,  and  we  have  in  this  little  work  all  the  elements  !  ?,P?°/'„"5.^^Z1  .f.^'^'i*,^!!  ^I'tJl^lt'**'^!^^ 
which  make  it  a  model  of  its  sort.    We  have  perused     '  "      —*-■■*       -  --         .-        ~-  ""—  ""- 


there  are  few  situations  in  which  the  commencing 
practitioner  can  place  himself  in  which  Dr.  Cham- 
bers' conclusions  on  digestion  will  not  be  of  service. 
— London  Lancet,  February  23,  1867. 


it  carefully;  have  studied  every  page;  our  interest 
in  the  subject  has  been  intensified  as  we  proceeded, 
and  we  are  enabled  to  lay  it  down  with  uncxualified 
praise.— 3'  Y.  Med.  Record,  April  15,  1867. 

It  is  in  the  combination  of  these  qualities — clear  and  |  has  ever  been  our  good  fortune  to  receive 
vivid  expression,  with  thorongh  scientific  knowledge  '  Med.  Mirror,  Feb.  1S67. 


This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  works  which  it 

London 


JDRINTON  (  WILLI  A  31),  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S. 

LECTURES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE   STOMACH;   with  an 

Introduction  on  its  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  From  the  second  and  enlarged  London  edi- 
tion. With  illustrations  on  wood.  In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about  300  pages, 
extra  cloth.     $3  25.      (Jtcst  issued.) 


Nowhere  can  be  found  a  more  full,  accurate,  plain,  1 
and  instructive  history  of  these  diseases,  or  more  ra- 
tional views  respecting  their  pathology  and  therapeu- 
tics.— Am.  Journ.  of  tlie  Med.  Sciences,  April,  1865. 


The  most  complete  work  in  our  language  upon  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  puzzling  and  impor- 
tant diseases. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Nov. 
1S65. 


E 


ABERSHOX  {S.  0.),  M.D. 

PATHOLOGICAL  AND  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  DIS- 
EASES OP  THE  ALIMENTARY  CANAL,  (ESOPHAGUS,  STOMACH,  C^CUM,  AND 


INTESTINES.     With  illustrations  on  wood, 
pages,  extra  cloth.     $2  50. 


In,  one  handsome   octavo  volume  of  312 


JTUDSON  {A.),  M.D.,M.R.LA., 

-*—*-  Physician  to  the  Meaih  Hospital. 

LECTURES  ON  THE  STUDY  OF  FE^^R.     In  one  vol.  8vo. 
lishing  in  the  "Medical  News  and  Library'"  for  1867  and  1868.) 


(Pub- 
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'UUMSTEAD  {FREEMAN  J.),  M.D., 

-*-'         Lectttrer  on  Materia  Medica  and  Venereal  Diseases  at  the  Col.  of  Phys.  and  Surg.,  Sew  Yorli.  &c. 

THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DIS- 

EASES.     Including  the  results  of  recent  investigations  upon  the  subject.     A  new  and  re- 
vised edition,  with  illustrations.     In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  640  pages, 
extra  cloth,  $5  00.      {Lately  Issued.) 
During  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  appearance  of  this  work,  it  has  assumed  the 
position  of  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  wherever  the  language  is  spoken,  and  its  transla- 
tion into  Italian  shows  that  its  reputation  is  not  confined  to  our  own  tongue.     The  singular  clear- 
ness with  which  the  modern  doctrines  of  venereal   diseases   are  set  forth  renders  it  admirably 
adaj)ted  to  the  student,  while  the  fulness  of  its  practical  details  and  directions  as  to  treatment 
makes  it  indispensable  to  the  practitioner.     The  few  notices  subjoined  will  show  the  very  high 
position  universally  accorded  to  it  by  the  medical  press  of  both  hemispheres. 

Well  known  as  one  of  the  best  authorities  of  the  !  our  approval  and  praise  as  the  second  edition  of  Dr. 


present  day  on  the  subject. — British  and  For.  Med.- 
Chirurg.  Review,  April,  1S66. 

A  regular  store-house  of  special  information. — 
London  Lancet,  Feb.  2-t,  1S66. 

A  remarkably  clear  and  full  systematic  treatise  on 
the  whole  subject. — Lond.  Med.  Times  and  Gazette. 

The  best,  completest,  fullest  monograph  on  this 
subject  in  our  language. — British  American  Journal. 

IndAspensahle  in  a  medical  library. — Pacific  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  supersede  in  America 
every  other  treatise  on  Venereal. — San  Francisco 
Med.  Press,  Oct.  1S64. 

A  perfect  compilation  of  all  that  is  worth  knowing 
on  venereal  diseases  in  general.  It  fills  up  a  gap 
which  has  long  been  felt  in  English  medical  literature. 
—Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.-Chirurg.  Review,  Jan.,  '65. 


Bnrastead's  work. — Glasgow  Med.  Journal,  Oct.  1S64. 

We  know  of  no  treatise  in  any  language  which  is 
its  equal  in  point  of  completeness  and  practical  sim- 
plicity.—  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Jan.  30,  1S64. 

The  book  is  one  which  every  practitioner  should 
have  in  his  possession,  and,  we  may  further  say,  the 
onlT/ hoo'k  upon  the  subject  which  he  should  acknow- 
ledge as  competent  authority. — Buffalo  Medical  and 
Surgical  Joicrnal,  July,  ISC-t. 

The  best  work  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and 
the  most  convenient  hand-book  for  the  busy  pi-acti- 
tioner  — Cincinnati  Lancet,  July,  1S64. 

The  author  has  .spared  no  labor  to  make  this  edition 
worthy  of  the  reputation  acquired  by  the  last,  and  we 
believe  that  no  improvement  or  suggestion  worthy  of 
notice,  recorded  since  the  last  edition  was  publislipr), 
has  been  left  unnoticed. — Dublin  Quarterly  Journal 


We  have  not  met  with  any  which  so  highly  merits  i  of  Medical  Science,  August,  1S6 


flULLERIER  [A.),  and 

^  Surgeon  to  the  Ediyital  du  Midi. 


jyUMSTEAD  [FREEMAN  J.). 

-*-'        Professor  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  T. 

AN    ATLAS    OF    VENEREAL    DISEASES.      Translated    and    Edited    bv 

Freeman  J.  BuirsTEAD.     To  be  issued  in  parts,  making  a  large  imperial  4to.  volume,  with 
26  plates,  containing  about  150  figures,   beautifully  colored,  many  of  them  the  size  of  life. 
(Part  I.  nearly  ready.) 
In  charge  of  the  celebrated  Hopital  du  Midi,  where  M.  Rieord  gained  his  immense  experience, 
M.  CuUerier  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  profound  syphilographers  of  the  present  day.     This 
work  presents  the  results  of  his  observations  and  reflections  on  the  whole  round  of  venereal  acci- 
dents and  afi"ections,  and  is  illustrated  with  a  complete  series  of  colored  plates,  more  minute  and 
extensive  than  anything  of  the  kind  that  has  yet  been  laid  before  the  profession.     The  translator 
and  editor,  Dr.  Bumstead,  is  so  well  known  in  this  country  as  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and 
as  a  clear  and  elegant  writer,  that  his  connection  with  the  work  is  sufficient  guarantee  that  its 
value  will  be  increased  in  passing  through  his  hands. 


BUCKLER  ON  FIBRO-BRONCHITIS  AND  RHEU- 
MATIC PNEUMONIA.  In  one  octavo  vol.,  extra 
cloth,  pp.  l.jO.     !jsl  2.J. 

FISKE  FUND  PRIZE  ESSAYS.— LEE  ON  THE  EF- 
FECTS OF  CLIMATE  ON  TUBERCULOUS  DIS- 
EASE. AND  WARREN  ON  THE  INFLUENCE  OF 
PREGNANCY  ON  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  TU- 
BERCLES. Togi'tlier  iu  one  neat  octavo  volume, 
extra  cloth,     $1  00. 


HUGHES'  CLINICAL  INTRODUCTION  TO  AU.S- 
CULTATION  AND  OTHER  MODES  OF  PHYSICAL 
DIAGNOSIS.  Second  edition.  One  volume  royal 
12mo.,  extra  cloth,  pp.  304      $1  2"). 

WALSHE'S  PRACTICAL  TRE.vnSE  ON  THE  Df?;- 
EASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  GREAT  VESSELS. 
Third  American,  from  the  third  revised  and  mucli 
enlarged  London  edition.  Iu  one  handsomooctavo 
volume  of  420  pages,  extra  cloth.    $3  00. 


TA  ROCHE  [R.),  M.D. 


B'' 


YELLOW  FEVER,  considered  in  its  Hi.storioal,  Pathological,  Etio- 

logical,  and  Thernpeuticil  Relations.  Including  a  Sketch  of  the  Disease  as  it  l>as  occurred 
in  Pliiladelidiia  from  16it9  to  1854,  witli  an  examination  of  the  connections  betwocn  it  and 
tlie  fever.i  known  under  the  same  name  in  other  parts  of  tenij)erate  as  well  as  in  troiucal 
regions.  In  two  large  and  handsome  octavo  volumes,  of  uearlj'  1500  pages,  extra  clutli,  i;7  00. 
Till-:  SA^fE   AUTIIOIt.  


J'XEUMOXI  A  ;  its  Siii)post'd  Connot'tion,  Pathological,  and  Etioloo-ii-nl, 

with  Autumnal   Fevers,  including  an  In(iuiry  into  the  Existence  and   Moriiid  Agency  of 
Mularia.     In  one  handsome  octavo  volume,  extra  clotli,  of  500  pages.     $.'5  00. 


L 


tons;  (  ROBERr  D.),  K.  C.  C. 

A  TIU']ATISE  ON   FEVKR;  or,  Selections  fi-oin  a  Ooni-sc  of  Lectures 

on  Fever.    Being  part  of  a  Couthb  of  Theory  iind  I'mctico  of  Alcdicine.    In  one  neat  octavo 
volume,  of  .'1(12  ])agcs,  oxtrii  cloth.     $2  25. 


CLYMEK   ON    KKVEKS;    TMEIH    DIAGNOSLS,   PA- 

TKoMlllT    A.MI   TKKAr.MKNr.       Ill  UllU    UClUVU    VutumO 

of  000  {luguH,  luutliur.     liil  7j. 


TOnD'RCLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  CEKTAIN  ACUTE 
DoKAHKH.  Ill  iiuu  iieut  ucluvo  vulumo,  of  320  pa^u^ 
extra  cluth.     li>2  M. 
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r>OBERTS  (  WILLIAT^I),  M.  D.. 

-^*'  Lecturer  on  Mediciyie  in  the  IfancJiester  School  of  Medicine,  &c. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE   OX  URINARY  AND   RENAL   DIS- 

EASES,  incliuling  Urinary  Deposits.     Illustrated  by  numerous  cases  and  engravings.     In 
one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  51(5  pp.,  extra  cloth.     $4  60.      {Just  Issued.) 
la  earryiug  out  this  design,  he  has  uot  only  made 

good  u.se  of  his  own  practical  knowledge,  but  has 

brought  together  from  various  sources  a  vast  amount 


of  information,  some  of  which  is  not  generally  pos 
sessed  by  the  profession  in  this  country.  We  must 
now  bring  our  notice  of  thi.s  book  to  a  close,  re- 
gretting only  that  we  are  obliged  to  resist  the  temp- 
tation of  giving  further  exti-aets  from  It.  Dr.  Roberts 
lias  already  on  several  occasions  placed  before  the 
profession  the  results  of  researches  made  by  him  on 
varions  points  connected  with  the  ui'ine,  and  had  thus 
led  us  to  expect  from  him  something  good — in  which 


sive  work  on  urinary  and  reual  diseases,  considered 
in  their  strictly  practical  aspect,  that  we  possess  in 
the  English  language. — British  Medical  Journal, 
Dec.  9,  lS6o. 

"We  have  read  this  book  with  much  satisfaction. 
It  will  take  its  pbice  beside  the  best  treatises  in  our 
language  upon  urinary  pathology  and  therapeutics. 
Not  the  least  of  its  merits  is  that  the  author,  unlike 
some  other  book-makers,  is  contented  to  withhold 
much  that  he  is  well  qualified  to  discuss  in  order  to 
impart  to  his  volume  such  a  strictly  practical  charac- 
ter as  cannot  fail  to  render  it  popular  among  British 
readers. — London  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  March 
17,  lSfi6. 


exjiectatiou  we  have  been  by  no  means  disappointed 
The  book  is,  beyond  question,  the  most  comprehen- 

,.^**  "  Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits,"  being  for  the  present  out  of  print,  gentlemen  will  find  in  the 
above  work  a  trustworthy  substitute. 


MiiRL.iND  ON  RETENTION  IN  THE  BLOOD  OF 
THE  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  URINARY  SECRE- 
TION.    1  vol.  Svo.,  extra  cloth.    7.5  cents. 

BLOOD  AND    URINE  (MANUALS  ON).     By   J.  W. 


Griffth,  G.  0.  Reese,  and    A.  Markwtck.     1  vol. 
12mo.,  extra  cloth,  with  plates,     pp.  460.     $1  2.5. 
BUDD  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER.  Third  edition. 
1  vol.  Svo.,  extra  cloth,  with  four  beautifully  colored 
plates,  and  numerous  wood-cuts.     pp.  .500.    $1  00. 


jyUCKNILL  [J.  C.),M.D.,         and  fkANIEL  H.   TVKE,  M.D., 

-^-^ Med.  Superintendent  of  the  Devon  Lunatic  A.s-ylum.-*-^  Visiting  Medical  Officer  to  the  York  Retreat. 

A  MANUAL  OF    PSYCHOLOGICAL    MEDICINE;  containing  the 

History,  Nosology,  Description,   Statistics,   Diagnosis,  Pathology,   and  Treatment  of  In- 
sanity.   With  a  Plate.    In  one  handsome  octavo  volume,  of  536  pages,  extra  cloth.    $4  25. 


J' 


ONES  [C.  HANDFIELD),  M.  D., 

Phi/sician  to  St.  Mary''s  Hospital,  &c. 

CLINICAL    OBSERYATIONS    ON    FUNCTIONAL   NERYOUS 

DTSORDERS.       In    one   handsome    octavo   volume   of    348   pages,    extra  cloth,    $3  25. 
(JVotv  Read-!/.) 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  work  before  us  furnishes  a  I  We  must  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  profession 
short  but  reliable  account  of  the  pathology  and  treat-  I  of  this  country  as  supplying,  in  a  great  measure,  a 
went  of  a  class  of  very  common  but  certainly  highly  |  deficiency  which  exists  in  the  medical  literature  of 
obscure  disorders.  The  advanced  student  will  fiud  it  ]  the  English  language. — New  York  Med.  Journ.,  April, 
a  rich  mine  of  valuable  facts,  while  the  medical  prac-  1867. 
titiouer  will  derive  from  it  many  a  suggestive  hint  to 

aid  him  in  the  diagnosis  of  "nervous  oases,"  and  in  The  volume  is  a  most  admirable  one— full  of  hints 
determining  the  true  indications  for  their  ameliora-  and  practical  suggestions.  —  Canada  Med.  Journal, 
tion  or  cure. — Amer.  Journ.  Med.  Sai.,  Jan.  1867.  April,  1867. 


HARRISON'S  ESSAY  TOWARDS  A  CORRECT 
THEORY  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  In  one 
octavo  volume  of  292  pp.     $1  50. 

SOLLY   ON   THE   HUMAN   BRAIN;    its  Structure, 


Physiology,  and  Diseases.  From  the  Second  and 
much  enlarged  London  edition.  In  one  octavo 
volume  of  ,500  pages,  with  120  wood-outs ;  extra 
cloth.     $2  50. 


gMITH  {ED  WARD),  M.  D. 

CONSUMPTION;  ITS  EARLY  AND  REMEDIABLE  STAGES. 

one  neat  octavo  volume  of  254  pages,  extra  cloth.     $2  25. 


OALTER  [R.  H.),  M.D. 
ASTHMA ;  its  Pathology,  Causes,  Consequences,  and  Treatment. 

one  volume,  octavo,  extra  cloth.     $2  50. 


In 


In 


^LADE  [D.  D.),  M.D. 

DIPHTHERIA;  its  Nature  and  Treatment,  with  an  account  of  the  His- 
tory of  its  Prevalence  in  various  Countries.  Second  and  revised  edition.  In  one  neat 
royal  12mo.  volume,  extra  cloth.     $125.     (Just  issued.) 


L 


ALLEMAND  AND   WILSON. 

A   PRACTICAL  TREATISE    ON    THE    (3AUSES,    SYMPTOMS, 

AND   TREATMENT   OF    SPERMATORRHCEA.     By  M.  Lallemand.     Tramlated  and 

edited  by  Henry  J.  McDougall.     Fifth  American  edition.     To  which  is  added ON 

DISEASES  OF  THE  VESICUL^  SEMINALES,  and  their  as.sociated  organs.  With 
special  reference  to  the  Morbid  Secretions  of  the  Prostatic  and  Urethral  Mucous  Membrane. 
By  Marris  Wilson,  M.D.    In  one  neat  octavo  volume,  of  about  400  pp.,  extra  cloth,  $2  75. 
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Hexrt  C.  Lea's  Publications — (Diseases  of  the  Skin). 


JjriLSON  {ERASMUS),  F.R.S., 

0:S  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIX.     The  sixth  American,  from  the  fifth 

and  enlarged  English  edition.     In  one  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly  700  pages,  extra 
cloth.     ?4  50,     Also— 

A  SERIES   OF   PLATES   ILLTJSTUATING  "AVILSOX   OX  DIS- 
EASES OF  THE  SKIN;"  consisting  of  twenty  beautifully  executed  plates,  of  which  thir- 
teen are  exquisitely  colored,  presenting  the  Normal  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the  Skin, 
and  embracing  accurate  representations  of  about  one  hundred  varieties  of  disease,  most  of 
them  the  size  of  nature.     Price,  in  extra  cloth,  S5  50. 
Also,  the  Text  and  Plates,  bound  in  one  handsome  volume,  extra  cloth.     Price  S9  50. 
This  classical  work  has  for  twenty  years  occupied  the  position  of  the  leading  authority  on  cuta- 
neous diseases  in  the  English  language,  and  the  industry  of  the  author  keeps  it  on  a  level  with  the 
advance  of  science,  in  the  frequent  revisions  which  it  receives  at  his  hands.     The  large  size  of  the 
volume  enables  him  to  enter  thoroughly  into  detail  on  all  the  siibjects  embraced  in  it,  while  its 
very  moderate  price  places  it  within  the  reach  of  every  one  interested  in  this  department  of  practice. 


Sucli  a  wirk  as  the  one  bpfore  us  is  a  most  capital 
and  acceptable  help.  Mr.  Wilson  lias  Inna;  been  held 
as  high  authority  in  this  department  of  medicine,  and 
his  hook  on  diseases  of  the  skin  has  long  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  best  text-books  extant  on  the 
subject.  The  present  edition  is  carefully  prepared, 
and  brought  up  in  its  revision  to  the  present  time  In 
this  edition  we  have  also  included  the  beautiful  series 
of  plates  illustrative  of  the  text,  and  in  the  last  edi- 
tion published  separately.  There  are  twenty  of  these 
plates,  nearly  all  of  them  colored  to  nature,  and  ex- 
hibiting with  great  fidelity  the  various  groups  of 
diseases  treated  of  in  the  body  of  the  work. — Cin- 
cinnati Lancet,  June,  1S63. 

^0  one  treating  skin  diseases  should  be  without 
a  copv  of  this  standard  work.  —  Canada  Lancet. 
Auffust,  1S63. 


We  can  safely  recommend  it  to  the  profession  as 
the  best  work  on  the  subject  now  in  existence  in 
the  English  language. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette, 

Mr.  Wilson's  volume  is  an  excellent  digest  of  the 
actual  amount  of  knowledge  of  cutaneous  diseases  : 
it  includes  almost  every  fact  or  opinion  of  importance 
connected  with  the  anatomy  and  pathology  of  the 
skin. — British  and  Foreign  Medical  Revieio. 

These  plates  are  very  accurate,  and  are  executed 
with  an  elegance  and  taste  which  are  highly  creditable 
to  the  artistic  skill  of  the  American  artist  who  executed 
them. — St.  Louis  Med.  Journal. 

The  drawings  are  very  perfect,  and  the  finish  and 
coloring  artistic  and  correct;  the  volume  is  an  indis- 
pensable companion  to  the  book  it  illnstrates  and 
completes. — Charleston  Medical  Journal. 


B 


Y  THE  SAME  A  UTHOIt. 


THE  STUDENT'S  BOOK  OF  CTJTAXEOTIS  MEDICIXE  and  Dis- 

EASES  OF  THE  SKIN.     In  one  very  handsome  royal  12mo.  volume.    S3  50.     {Now  Ready.) 
This  new  class-book  will  be  admirably  adapted  to  I      Thoroughly  practical  in  the  best  sense. — Brit.  Med. 
the  necessities  of  students. — Lancet.                               \  Journal. 
jr^Y  THE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

HEALTHY  SKIX;   a  PopuLar  Treatise  on  the  Skin  and  Hair,  their 

Preservation  and  Management.     One  vol.  12mo.,  pp.  291,  with  illustrations,  cloth.     $1  00 


"XTELIGAN  [J.MOORE),  31.  D.,  M.R.I.  A., 
A    PPvACTICAL    TREATISE    OX    DISEASES    OF    THE    SKIX. 

Fifth  American,  from  the  second  and  enlarged  Dublin  edition  by  T.  W.  Belcher,  M.  D. 

In  one  neat  royal  12mo.  volume  of  462  pages,  extra  cloth.  $2  25.  {Just  Issued.) 
Of  the  remainder  of  the  work  we  have  nothing  be- 1  This  instructive  little  volume  appears  once  more, 
yond  unqualified  commendation  to  offer.  It  is  so  far  i  Since  the  death  of  its  distinguished  author,  the  study 
the  most  complete  one  of  its  size  that  has  appeared,  [of  skin  diseases  has  been  considerably  advanced,  and 
and  for  the  student  there  can  be  none  which  can  com- 1  the  results  of  these  investigations  have-been  added 
pare  with  it  in  practical  value.  All  the  late  disco- ^  by  the  pre.sent  editor  to  the  original  work  of  Dr.  Keli- 
veries  in  Dermatology  have  been  duly  noticed,  and  1  gan.  This,  however,  has  not  so  far  increased  its  hulk 
their  value  justly  estimated;  in  a  word,  the  work  is  as  to  destroy  its  reputation  as  the  most  convenient 
fully  up  to  the  times,  and  is  thoroughly  stocked  with  manual  of  diseases  of  the  skin  that  can  be  procured 
most  valuable  information. — Keio  York  Med.  Record,  by  the  student. — Chicago  Med.  Journal,  Dec.  1S66. 
Jan.  10,  1867.  | 

JgT  THE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

ATLAS   OF   CUTAXEOUS    DISEASES.      In   one  boautifiil   qnarto 

volume,  with  exquisitely  colored  plates,  &o.,  presenting  about  one  hundred  varieties  of 
Extra  cloth,  $5  60. 


disease 
The  diagnosis  of  eruptive  disease,  however,  under 
dU  cjrcumstanceH,  is  very  diincult.  Nevertheless, 
Dr.  Neligau  has  certainly,  "as  far  as  poKsible,"  given 
a  faithful  and  accurate  representation  of  this  class  of 
dlseascH,  and  there  can  bo  no  doubt  tliat  these  plates 
will  be  of  great  use  to  the  student  and  praoiitiouer  in 
drawing  a  dlagnOHis  as  to  the  class,  order,  and  sjiecios 
to  which  tlie  particular  case  may  belong.  While 
loolting  over  the  "Atlas"  we  liave  been  Induced  to 
oxainliie  alHo  tho  "Practical  Treatise, "  and  we  are 
Inclined  to  conHlder  it  a  very  superior  work,  c(uii- 
1)iulng  accurate  verbal  doscriptlon  with  sound  views 


of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  eruptive  diseases. 
It  possesses  the  merit  of  giving  short  and  condensed 
descriptions,  avoiding  tho  tedious  miiinleness  of 
many  writers,  while  at  the  same  time  the  work,  as 
its  title  implies,  is  strictly  practical. — Gliingow  Med, 
Journal. 

A  compend  which  will  very  much  aid  the  pnicti- 
tloner  in  this  didimll  branch  of  diagnosis.  Taken 
with  the  beantiful  plates  of  tho  Atlas,  wjiicdi  are  rp- 
markiiblo  for  their  accuracy  ami  beauty  of  coloring, 
it  constltntoK  a  very  viiln»l)lo  iidililion  to  ilie  library 
of  a  practical  man. — Bnffnln  Mnl.  Juiiritcl. 


JJILLTER  [THOMAS),  M.D.. 

-»-*  Plii/xtrirni  hi  the  Sliln  T)i'parlint'i)t  i>f  irnlmmlty  Oolhge  If.inptt'il,  <«•«. 

IIAXD-IUJOK  OF  SKIX  DISEASES,  for  Students  and  rractiliouers. 

In  one  noiit  royiil  12iii().  volume  of  about  .'500  pages,  with  two  plsitos;  extra  cloth,  j^2  25. 
(Just  Itsieed.) 


Henry  C.  Lea's  Publications — (Diseases  of  Children). 


nONDIE  [B.  FRANCIS),  M.D. 


A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDRETsL 

Sixth  edition,  revised  and  augmented.     In  one  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly  800  closely- 
printed  pages,  extra  cloth,  $5  25  ;  leather,  $6  25.       {.Now  Beady.) 

it  are  based,  as  all  practice  shoiild  be,  upon  a  familiar 
knowledge  of  dis^ease.  The  opportunities  of  Dr.  Con- 
die  tor  the  practical  study  of  the  dii^eases  of  children 
have  been  great,  and  his  work  is  a  proof  that  they  Ijave 
not  been  thrown  away.  He  has  read  much,  but  ob- 
served more  ;  and  we  think  that  we  may  safely  say 
that  the  American  student  cannot  find,  in  his  own 
language,  a  better  book  upon  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats. — Am.  Journal  Medical  Sciences. 


Dr.  Condie's  scholarship,  acumen,  industry,  and 
practical  sense  are  manifested  in  this,  as  in  all  his 
numerous  contributions  to  science. — Dr.  Holmes's 
Rrpiirt  to  the  Aniericaji  Medical  Association. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  in  our  judgment.  Dr.  Condie's 
treatise  is  the  one  from  the  perusal  of  which  the 
practitioner  in  this  country  will  rise  with  the  great- 
est satisfaction — Western  journal  of  Medicine  and 
S'Jrgery. 

In  the  department  of  infantile  therapeutics,  the  work 
of  Dr.  Coudie  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  Eng- 
lish language. — The  Stethoscope. 

As  we  said  before,  we  do  not  know  of  a  better  book 
ou  Diseases  of  Children,  and  to  a  large  part  of  its  re- 
coiumendations  we  yield  an  unhesitating  concurrence. 
— Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Condie  is  unquestionably  a  very 
able  one.  It  is  practical  in  its  charactei',  as  its  title 
imports;  but  the  practical  precepts  recommended  in 


We  pronounced  the  first  edition  to  be  the  best  work 
on  the  diseases  of  children  in  the  English  language, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  published,  we 
still  regard  it  in  that  light. — Medical  Examiner. 

The  value  of  works  by  native  authors  on  the  dis- 
eases which  the  physician  is  called  upon  to  combat 
will  be  appreciated  by  all,  and  the  work  of  Dr.  Con- 
die  has  gained  for  itself  the  character  of  a  safe  guide 
for  students,  and  a  useful  work  for  consultation  by 
those  engaged  in  practice. — N.  T.  Med.  Times. 


JT7E5'r  {CHARLES),  M.D., 

Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  &c. 

LECTURES  OX  THE   DISEASES   OF  INFANCY  AND  CHILD- 

HOOD.  Fourth  American  from  the  fifth  revised  and  enlarged  English  edition.  In  one 
large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  656  closely-printed  pages.  Extra  cloth,  $4  50 ; 
leather,  §5  50.     (Just  issued.) 

This  work  may  now  fairly  claim  the  position  of  a  standard  authority  and  medical  classic.  Five 
editions  in  England,  four  in  America,  four  in  Germany,  and  translations  in  French,  Danish, 
Dutch,  and  Russian,  show  how  fully  it  has  met  the  wants  of  the  profession  by  the  soundness  of  its 
views  and  the  clearness  with  which  they  are  presented.  Few  practitioners,  indeed,  have  had  the 
opportunities  of  observation  and  experience  enjoyed  by  the  Author.  In  his  Preface  he  remarks, 
"  The  present  edition  embodies  the  results  of  1200  recorded  cases  and  of  nearly  400  post-mortem 
examinations,  collected  from  between  30,000  and  40,000  children,  who,  during  the  past  twenty- 
six  years,  have  come  under  my  care,  either  in  public  or  in  private  practice."  The  universal  favor 
with  which  the  work  has  been  received  shows  that  the  author  has  made  good  use  of  these  unusual 
advantages. 


Of  all  the  English  writers  on  the  diseases  of  chil- 
dren, there  is  no  one  so  entirely  satisfactory  to  us  as 
Dr.  West.  For  years  we  have  held  his  opinion  as 
judicial,  and  have  regarded  him  as  one  of  the  highest 
living  authorities  in  the  diificult  department  of  medi- 
cal science  in  which  he  is  most  widely  known.  His 
writings  are  characterized  by  a  sound,  practical  com- 
m'm  sense,  at  the  same  time  that  they  bear  the  marks 
of  the  most  laborious  study  and  investigation.  We 
commend  it  to  all  as  a  most  reliable  adviser  on  many 
occasions  when  many  treatises  on  the  same  subjects 
will  utterly  fail  to  help  us.  It  is  supplied  with  a  very 
copious  general  index,  and  a  special  index  to  the  for- 
mulfe  scattered  throughout  the  work. — Boston  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  April  26,  1S66. 

Dr.  West's  volume  is,  in  our  opinion,  incomparably 
the  best  authority  upon  the  maladies  of  children 
that  the  practitioner  can  consult.  Withal,  too — a 
minor  matter,  truly,  but  still  not  one  that  should  be 
neglected — Dr.  'West's  composition  possesses  a  pecu- 
liar charm,  beauty  and  clearness  of  expression,  thus 
aifordiijg  the  reader  much  pleasure,  even  independent 
of  that  which  arises  from  the  acquisition  of  valuable 
truths. — Cincinnati  Jour .  of  MedAcine,  March,  1S66. 

We  have  long  regarded  it  as  the  most  scientific  and 
practical  book  on  diseases  of  children  which  has  yet 
appeared  in  this  country. — Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 

Dr.  West's  book  is  the  best  that  has  ever  been 
written  in  the  English  language  on  the  diseases  of 


infancy  and  childhood. — Columhus  Review  of  Med. 
and  Surgery. 

To  occupy  in  medical  literature,  in  regard  to  dis- 
eases of  children  the  enviable  position  which  Dr. 
Watson's  treatise  does  ou  the  diseases  of  adults  is 
now  very  generally  assigned  to  our  author,  and  his 
book  is  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  everywhere  as 
au  original  work  of  great  value. — Md.  and  Va.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

Dr.  West's  works  need  no  recommendation  at  this 
date  from  any  hands.  The  volume  before  us,  espe- 
cially, has  won  for  itself  a  large  and  well-deserved 
popularity  among  the  profession,  wherever  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  is  spoken.  JVIany  years  will  elapse  before 
it  will  be  replaced  in  public  estimation  by  any  similar 
treatise,  and  seldom  again  will  the  same  subject  be 
discussed  in  a  clearer,  more  vigorous,  or  pleasing 
style,  with  equal  simplicity  and  power. — Cha.rleston 
Med,.  Jour,  and  Review. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  volume,  no  subject  on  which 
it  treats  which  does  not  exhibit  the  keen  perception, 
the  clear  judgment,  and  the  sound  reasoning  of  the 
author.  It  will  be  found  a  most  useful  guide  to  the 
young  practitioner,  directing  him  in  his  management 
of  children's  diseases  in  the  clearest  possible  manner, 
and  enlightening  him  on  many  a  dubious  pathological 
point,  while  the  older  one  will  find  in  it  many  a  sug- 
gestion and  practical  hint  of  great  value. — Brit.  Am,. 
Med.  Jov/rnal. 


T)EWEES  ( WILLIAM  P.),  M. D., 

-*-^  Late  Professor  of  Mid,ioifery,  &c. ,  in  the  University  of  Pennsyhmnia,  &c. 

A   TREATISE   ON  THE   PHYSICAL   AND   MEDICAL   TREAT- 

MENT  OF  CHILDREjST.     Eleventh  edition,  with  the  author's  last  improvements  and  cor- 
rections.    In  one  octavo  volume  of  54S  pages.     $2  80. 


09. 


Henry  C.  Lea's  Publications — (Diseases  of  Women). 


rpHOMAS  [T.  GAILLABD\M.D., 

-*-  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  &c  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.,  &o. 

A  COMPLETE   PRACTICAL   TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF 

FEMALES.  In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about  600  pages,  with  200  illus- 
trations. (Ne-arly  Ready .) 
In  this  work  Professor  Thomas  has  endeavored  to  supply  the  want  of  a  complete  treatise  on 
Gynaecology,  embracing  both  the  medical  and  surgical  treatment  requisite  to  the  diseases  and 
accidents  peculiar  to  women.  The  investigations  and  improvements  of  the  last  few  years  have 
woriied  so  great  a  change  in  this  important  department  of  practical  medicine  that  a  work  like  the 
present,  thoroughly  on  a  level  with  the  most  advanced  condition  of  the  subject,  can  hardly  fail 
to  possess  claims  on  the  attention  of  every  practitioner. 

To  show  the  scope  of  the  work,  a  very  condensed  summary  of  the  contents  is  subjoined. 

Chapter  I.  History  of  Uterine  Pathology. — II.  Etiology  of  Uterine  Diseases  in  America. — III.  Diagnosis 
of  Diseases  of  Female  Genital  Organs. — IV.  Diseases  of  the  Ynlva. — V.  Diseases  of  the  Vulva  (continued). 
VI.  Vaginismus. — VII.  Vaginitis. — VIII.  Atresia  Vagiuie. — IX.  Prolapsus  Vaginje. — X.  Fistulas  of  the 
Female  Genital  Organs. — XI.  Fecal  and  Simple  Vaginal  Fistulfe. — XII.  General  Remarks  on  Inflammation 
of  the  Uterus. — XIII.  Acute  Endo-RIetritis  and  Acute  Metritis. — XIV.  Cervical  Endo-i\Ietritis, — XV.  Chronic 
Cervical  Metritis. — XVI.  Chronic  Corporeal  Endo-Metritis  and  Metritis. — XVII.  Ulceration  of  the  Os  and 
Cervix  Uteri. — XVIII.  General  Considerations  on  Displacements  of  the  Uterus. — XIX.  Ascent  and  Descent 
of  the  Uterus. — XX  Ver.^ions  of  the  Uterus. — XXI.  Flexions  of  the  Uterus. — XXII.  Inversion  of  the  Ute- 
ni.s.— XXIII.  Peri-Uterine  Cellulitis.  — XXIV.  Pelvic  Peritonitis.— XXV.  Pelvic  Abscess.— XXVI.  Pelvic 
Hsematocele.  — XXVII.  Fibrou.s  Tumors  of  the  Uterus. —XXVIII.  Uterine  Polypi. —  XXIX.  Cancer  of  the 
Utertis.— XXX.  Cancroid  Tumors  of  the  Uterus. —XXXI.  Epithelial  Cancer  of  the  Uterus. —  XXXII.  Dis- 
eases re~Tilting  from  Pregnancy.  —  XXXIII.  Dysmenorrhoja. — XXXIV.  Menorrhagia  and  Metrorrhagia. — 
XXXV.  Amenorrhffia.  — XXXVI.  Leucorrhoea.— XXXVII.  Sterility.  — XXXVIII.  Amputation  of  the  Cer- 
vix Uteri. — XXXIX.  Diseases  of  the  Ovaries  — XL.  Ovarian  Tumors. — XLI.  Ovariotomy. — XLII.  Ovarian 
Tumors  (continued.). — XLIII.  Diseases  of  the  Fallopian  Tubes. 


2JEIGS  [CHARLES  D.),  M.  D., 

Late  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  &c.  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

WOMAN:   HER  DISEASES  AND  THEIR  REMEDIES.    A  Series 

of  Lectures  to  his  Class.  Fourth  and  Improved  edition.  In  one  large  and  beautifully 
printed  octavo  volume  of  over  700  pages,  extra  cloth,  $5  00;  leather,  $6  00. 
That  this  work  has  been  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  the  profes.sion  of  this  country  as  well  as  of  Europe, 
is  fully  attested  by  the  fact  of  its  having  reached  its 
fourth  edition  in  a  period  of  less  than  twelve  years. 
Its  value  has  been  much  enhanced  by  many  impor- 
tant additions,  and  it  contains  a  fund  of  useftil  in- 
formation, conveyed  in  an  easy  and  delightful  style. 


Every  topic  discussed  by  the  author  is  rendered  so 
plain  as  to  be  readily  tinderstood  by  every  student : 
and,  for  our  own  part,  we  consider  it  not  only  one  of 
the  most  readable  of  books,  but  one  of  priceless  value 
to  the  practitioner  engaged  in  the  practice  of  those 
diseases  peculiar  to  females. — N.Am.  Med.-Chir.  Re- 
view. 


J^T  THE  SAME  A  UTEOR. 

ON  THE  NATURE,  SIGNS,  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CHILDBED 

FEVER.     In  a  Series  of  Letters  addressed  to  the  Students  of  his  Class.     In  one  handsome 
octavo  volume  of  365  pages,  extra  cloth.     $2  00. 


pUURCHILL  [FLEETWOOD),  M.  D.,  M.  R.  L  A. 


ON  THE  DISEASES    OP  WOMEN;    including  those  of  Pregnancy 

and  Childbed.  A  new  American  edition,  revised  by  the  Author.  With  Notes  and  Additions, 
by  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  author  of  "  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren." With  numerous  illustrations.  In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  768 
pages,  extra  cloth,  $4  00;  leather,  $5  00. 


fullest  and  most  valuable  in  the  English  language. 
— Dublin  Medical  Press. 


As  an  epitome  of  all  that  is  known  in  this  depart- 
ment of  medicine,  the  book  before  us  is  perhaps  the 

'^Y  THE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

ESSAYS  ON  THE  PUERPERAL  FEVER,  AND  OTHER  DIS- 
EASES PECULIAR  TO  WOiMEN.  Selected  from  the  writings  of  British  Authors  previ- 
ous to  the  close  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  In  one  neat  octavo  volume  of  about  450 
pages,  extra  cloth.     $2  50. 

no  WN  {ISAAC  BA  KER),  M.  D. 

ON  SOME  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN  ADMITTING  OF  SURGICAL 

TREATMENT.     With   hand.''()me  illustrations.      One  volume  8vo.,  e.xtra  cloth,  pp.    276. 
$1   60. 


B 


ASHWELL'.SPRACTJC.\r,  TI!r,.\TISlv  ON  THE  DIS- 
EASE.S  I'ECULIAK  TO  WoMK.V,  Illnstratod  by 
Chhch  derl v<m1  from  Hon|i1I;iI  ami  Private  Prnctico. 
Third  Amorlciiu,  from  lliii  'I'lilrd  and  ri'vlhod  Lon- 
don I'dltlon.  In  one  octavo  volume,  extra  cloth, 
of  .'/is  imgPH,     liCJ  0(1. 

RIOBY  ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT 
OK  FKMALE  DIfiEAHEH.  In  on.s  iintit  royal  I2ino. 
volninn,  uxtra  cloth,  of  about  2/j')  jiiigos,    ijil  oi). 


DEWEES'S  TKKATI.SE  ON  TIIK  ni.-^KASKS  OK  FE- 
MALES. Will)  llluMnUioiis.  KU'Vcuth  Kdiiioii, 
with  Iha  Autlior'H  hul  Imiirovcuioiils  and  currec 
tiiiu8.  In  one  octavo  voluino  of  .MU  pages,  with 
pliiles,  extra  clolli,  *:f  00. 

COI-OMMAT  DE  I/ISEUK  ON  THE  DISEASES  OP 
FEMAI-E:<.  TrauHlalml  by  C.  D.  Mkhw,  M.  D.  So- 
ciiud  edition.  In  oiio  vol.  Svo,  extra  cloth,  with 
nuinoroim  wood-culH.     pp.  720.    %'A  It). 
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TTODGE  [HUGH  L.),  M.D. 


ON  DISEASES  PECULIAR  TO  WOMEN;  including  Displacements 

of  the  Uterus.     With  original  illustrations.     Second  edition,  revised.     In  one  beautifully 
printed  octavo  volume  of  about  600  pages.      (Preparing.) 

Indeed,  although  no  part  of  the  volume  is  not  emi-  !  the  day — one  •which  every  accoucheur  and  physician 
nently  deserving  of  perusal  and  .'itudy,  we  think  that  i  should  most  carefully  read:  for  we  are  persuaded 
the  nine  chapters  devoted  to  this  suhject  are  espe-  :  that  he  will  arise  from  its  perusal  with  new  ideas, 


oially  so,  and  we  know  of  no  more  valuable  mono- 
graph upon  the  symptoms,  prognosis,  and  manage- 
ment of  these  anuoying  maladies  than  is  constituted 
by  this  part  of  the  work.  We  cannot  but  regard  it  as 
one  of  the  most  original  and  most  practical  works  of  : 


which  will  induct  him  into  a  more  rational  practice 
in  regard  to  many  a  suffering  female  wiio  may  have 
placed  her  health  in  his  hands. — British  American 
Journal,  Feb.  1S61. 


T^EST  [CHARLES),  M.D. ^ 
LECTUPvES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN.    Third  American, 

from  the  Third  London  edition.     In  one  neat  octavo  volume  of  about  550  pages,  extra 
cloth.     $3  75;  leather,  $4  75.     (Now  Ready.) 
The  reputation  which  this  volume  has  acquired  as  a  standard  book  of  reference  in  its  depart- 
ment, renders  it  only  necessary  to  say  that  the  present  edition  has  received  a  careful  revision  at 
the  hands  of  the  author,  resulting  in  a  considerable  increase  of  size.     A  few  notices  of  previous 
editions  are  subjoined. 


The  manner  of  the  author  is  excellent,  his  descrip- 
tions graphic  and  perspicuous,  and  his  treatment  up 
to  the  level  of  the  time— clear,  precise,  definite,  and 
marked  by  strong  common  sense.  —  Chicago  3Ied. 
Journal,  Dec.  1S61. 

We  cannot  too  highly  recommend  this,  the  second 
edition  of  Dr.  West's  excellent  lectures  on  the  dis- 
eases of  females.  We  know  of  no  other  book  on  this 
.subject  from  which  we  have  derived  as  much  pleasure 
and  instruction.  Every  page  gives  evidence  of  the 
honest,  earnest,  and  diligent  searcher  after  truth.  He 
is  not  the  mere  compiler  of  other  men's  ideas,  but  his 
lectures  are  the  result  often  years'  patient  investiga- 
tion in  one  of  the  widest  fields  for  women's  disease.s — 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  As  a  teacher,  Dr.  West 
is  simple  and  earnest  in  his  language,  clear  and  com- 
prehensive in  his  perceptions,  and  logical  in  his  de- 
ductions.— Cincinnati  Lancet,  Jan.  1862. 

We  have  thus  embodied,  in  this  series  of  lectures, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  treatises  on  the  diseases  of 
the  female  sexual  system  unconnected  with  gestation, 
in  our  language,  and  one  which  cannot  fail,  from  the 
lucid  manner  in  which  the  various  subjects  have 
been  treated,  and  the  careful  discrimination  used  in 
dealing  only  with  facts,  to  recommend  the  volume  to 
the  careful  study  of  every  practitioner,  as  affording 
his  safest  guides  to  practice  within  our  knowledge. 
We  have  seldom  perused  a  work  of  a  more  thoroughly 
practical  character  than  the  one  before  us.  Every 
page  teems  with  the  most  truthful  and  accurate  infor- 
mation, and  we  certainly  do  not  know  of  any  other 
work  from  which  the  physician,  in  active  practice, 
can  more  readily  obtain  advice  of  the  soundest  cha- 
racter upon  the  peculiar  diseases  which  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  elucidation. — British  Am.  Med. 
Journal. 


We  return  the  author  our  grateful  thanks  for  the 
vast  amount  of  instruction  he  has  afforded  us.  His 
valuable  treatise  needs  no  eulogy  on  our  part.  His 
graphic  diction  and  truthful  pictures  of  disease  all 
speak  for  themselves. — Medico-Ohirurg.  Review. 

Most  justly  esteemed  a  standard  work It 

bears  evidence  of  having  been  carefully  revised,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  the  fame  it  has  already  obtained. 
— Duh.  Med.  Qiiar.  Jour. 

As  a  writer.  Dr.  West  stands,  in  our  opinion,  se- 
cond only  to  Watson,  the  "Macaulay  of  Medicine;" 
he  possesses  that  happy  faculty  of  clothing  instruc- 
tion in  easy  garments ;  combining  pleasure  with 
profit,  he  leads  his  pupils,  in  spite  of  the  ancient  pro- 
verb, along  a  royal  road  to  learning.  His  work  is  one 
which  will  not  satisfy  the  extreme  on  either  side,  but 
it  is  one  that  will  please  the  great  majority  who  are 
seeking  truth,  and  one  that  will  convince  the  student 
that  he  has  committed  himself  to  a  candid,  safe,  and 
valuable  guide. — JV.  A.  Med.-Ohirurg  Revieio. 

We  must  now  conclude  this  hastily  written  sketch 
with  the  confident  assurance  to  our  readers  that  the 
work  will  well  repay  perusal.  The  conscientious, 
painstaking,  practical  physician  is  apparent  on  every 
page.— xV.  r.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

We  have  to  say  of  it,  briefly  and  decidedly,  that  it 
is  the  best  work  on  the  subject  in  any  language,  and 
that  it  stamps  Dr.  West  as  the  facile  princeps  of 
British  obstetric  authors. — Edinhv.rgh  Med.  Journal. 

We  gladly  recommend  his  lectures  as  in  the  highest 
degree  instructive  to  all  who  are  interested  in  ob- 
stetric practice. — London.  Lancet. 

We  know  of  no  treatise  of  the  kind  so  complete, 
and  yet  so  compact. — Chicago  Med.  Journal. 


JOT  TBE  SAME  AUTHOR.  

AN  ENQUIRY  INTO  TH^  PATHOLOGICAL  IMPORTANCE  OP 

ULCERATION  OF  THE  OS  UTERI.     In  one  neat  octavo  volume,  extra  cloth.     $1  25. 


OIMPSON  [SIR  JAMES  Y.),  31.  D. 
CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN.    With 

numerous  illustrations.  In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of  over  500  pages,  extra  cloth.    $4. 


'DENNET  [HENRY),  M.D. 
A  PRACTICAL    TREATISE    ON    INFLAMMATION    OF    THE 

UTERUS,  ITS  CERVIX  AND  APPENDAGES,   and  on  its  connection  with  Uterine  Dis- 
ease.   Sixth  American,  from  the  fourth  and  revised  English  edition.    In  one  octavo  volume 
of  about  500  pages,  extra  cloth.     $3  75.     (Recently  Issued.) 
From,  the  Author'' s  Preface. 
During  the  past  two  years,  this  revision  of  former  labors-has  been  my  principal  occupation,  and 
in  its  present  state  the  work  may  be  con.=idered  to  embody  the  matured  experience  of  the  many 
years  I  have  devoted  to  the  study  of  uterine  disease. 


Indeed,  the  entire  volume  is  so  replete  with  infor- 
mation, to  all  appearance  so  perfect  in  its  details,  that 
we  could  scarcely  have  thought  another  page  or  para- 
graph was  required  for  the  full  description  of  all  that 
is  now  known  with  regard  to  the  diseases  under  con- 
Bideration  if  we  had  not  been  so  informed  by  the  au- 


thor. To  speak  of  it  except  in  terms  of  the  highest 
approval  would  be  impossible,  and  we  gladly  avail 
ourselves  of  the  present  opportunity  to  recommend 
it  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  to  the  profession. 
— Dublin  Med.  Press. 
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JJODGE  [HUGH  L.).  31.  D., 

Late  Professor  of  Midwifery,  &c.  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

THE  PRIXCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  OBSTETRICS.  Illus- 
trated with  large  lithographic  plates  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  figures  from 
original  photographs,  and  with  numerous  wood-cuts.  In  one  large  and  beautifully  printed 
quarto  volume  of  550  double-columned  pages,  strongly  bound  in  extra  cloth,  $14.  {Lately 
published.) 


The  TTork  of  Dr.  Hodge  is  something  more  than  a 
simjile  presentation  of  his  particular  views  in  the  de- 
partment of  Obstetrics  ;  it  is  something  more  than  an 
oi-diuary  treatise  on  midwifery ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  cyclo- 
paedia of  midwifery.  He  has  aimed  to  embodyin  a 
single  volume  the  whole  science  and  art  of  Obstetrics. 
An  elaborate  text  is  combined  with  accurate  and  va- 
ried pictorial  illustrations,  so  that  no  fact  or  principle 
is  left  unstated  or  unexplained. — Am.  Med.  Times, 
Sept.  3,  lS6-t. 

We  should  like  to  analyze  the  remainder  of  this 
excellent  work,  but  already  has  this  review  extended 
beyond  our  limited  space.     We  cannot  conclude  this  j 
notice  without  referring  to  the  excellent  finish  of  the 


work.  In  typography  it  is  not  to  be  excelled;  the 
paper  is  superior  to  what  is  usually  afforded  by  our 
American  cousins,  ciuite  equal  to  the  best  of  English 
books.  The  engravings  and  lithographs  are  most 
beautifully  executed.  The  work  recommends  itself 
for  its  originality,  and  is  in  every  way  a  most  valu- 
able addition  to  those  on  the  subject  of  obstetrics. — 
Canada  Med.  -Journal,  Oct.  lS6i. 

It  is  very  large,  profusely  and  elegantly  illustrated, 
and  is  fitted  to  take  its  place  near  the  works  of  great 

obstetricians.    Of  the  American  works  on  the  subject  j — Glasgow  Med.  Journal,  Oct.  1S64. 
it  is  decidedly  the  best. — Edinb.  Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  '6-4.  j 

***  Specimens  of  the  plates  and  letter-press  will  be  forwarded  to  any  address,  free  by  mail 
on  receipt  of  six  cents  in  postage  stamps. 


We  have  examined  Professor  Hodge's  work  with 
great  satisfaction ;  every  topic  is  elaborated  most 
fully.  The  views  of  the  author  are  comprehensive, 
and  concisely  stated.  The  rules  of  practice  are  judi- 
cious, arid  will  enable  the  practitioner  to  meet  every 
emergency  of  obstetric  complication  with  confidence. 
— Cliicag^  2Ied.  Journal,  Aug.  1S6-1. 

More  time  than  we  have  had  at  our  disposal  since 
we  received  the  great  work  of  Dr.  Hodge  is  necessary 
to  do  it  justice.  It  is  undoubtedly  by  far  the  most 
original,  complete,  and  carefully  composed  treatise 
on  the  principles  and  practice  of  Obstetrics  which  has 
ever  been  issued  from  the  American  press. — Pacific 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  July,  lS6i. 


We  have  read  Dr.  Hodge's  book  with  great  plea- 
sure, and  have  much  satisfaction  in  expressing  our 
commendation  of  it  as  a  whole.  It  is  certainly  highly 
instructive,  and  in  the  main,  we  believe,  correct.  The 
great  attention  which  the  author  has  devoted  to  the 
mechanism  of  parturition,  taken  along  with  the  con- 
clu.sions  at  which  he  has  arrived,  point,  we  think, 
conclusively  to  the  fact  that,  in  Britain  at  least,  the 
doctrines  of  Naegele  have  been  too  blindly  received. 


n^ANNER  {THOMAS  H.),  M.  D., 


OX  THE  SIGNS  AND  DISEASES  OF  PREGNANCY.     First  Amerienn 

from  the  Second  and  Enlarged  English  Edition.     With  four  colored  plates  and  illustrations 
on  wood.     In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about  500  pages,  extra  cloth,  g-i  25.     (JVuw 
Ready.) 
The  reputation  of  Dr.  Tanner  as  a  correct  observer  and  skilful  teacher  is  so  widely  known  that 
anything  from  his  pen  necessarily  commands  the  attention  of  the  profession.     The  present  work 
is  one  to  which  he  has  devoted  especial  attention  in  the  hope  of  rendering  it  a  useful  guide  to 
practitioners  in  the  important  subjects  of  which  it  treats.     In  the  systematic  treatises  on  obstet- 
rics and  the  diseases  of  females  so  little  space  is  usually  accorded  to  the  disorders  and  afi"ections  of 
the  gravid  state  that  a  treatise  devoted  to  them  exclusively  would  seem  to  be  a  necessary  addition 
to  tbe  library  of  every  working  practitioner.     The  scope  of  the  work  may  be  judged  from  the 
subjoined  condensed 

SUMMARY  OF  CONTENTS. 

Chapter  I.  General  Observations  on  the  State  of  Pregnancy. — 11.  The  Signs  and  Symptoms  of  Pregnancy. 
— III.  The  Diseases  which  Simulate  Pregnancy. — IV.  'I'he  Duration  of  fregnancy. — V.  The  Premature  Ex- 
pulsion of  the  Fcetus.  —  VI.  The  Examination  of  Substances  Expelled  from  the  Uterus,  &c  — VII  Extra- 
Uterine  Gestation  — VIII.  Superfretatioii— Missed  Labor.  —  IX.  The  Diseases  which  may  coexist  with  Preg- 
nancy and  their  lieciprocal  lullueuce. — X.  The  Sympathetic  Disorders  of  Pregnancy.  —  XI.  The  Diseases  of 
the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs. — XII.  The  Displacements  of  the  Gravid  Uterus. 


irONTGOMERY  (  TT'.  F.),  M.  D., 

Prof'ssor  of  Mid wi fry  in  the  King''s  and  Qneen's  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland. 

AN  EXPOSITION  OF  THE  SIGNS  AND  SYMPTOMS  OF  PREG- 

XANCY.  With  some  other  Papers  on  Subjects  connected  with  Midwil'ery.  From  the  second 
and  enlarged  Engli."h  edition.  With  two  ex(|uisite  colored  ])lates,  and  numerous  wood-cuts. 
In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  nearly  000  pages,  extra  cloth.     $3  75. 


IJILLER  [HENRY),  M.  D., 

Pr'tfe.HHitr  of  OhHietricH  and  Diseases  of  W>nie7i  and  Children  in  the  Univursity  of  Loiii.irille. 

PPvEXCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  OBSTETRICS,  etc.;  including 

the  Treatment  of  Chronic  Inlliiinmation  of  the  Cervi.v  and  Body  of  tlio  Uterus  considered 
n.'<  a  frequent  cause  of  Al)ortion.  Willi  abinit  one  hundred  illuslriitions  on  wood.  In  one 
very  hund.some  octavo  volume  of  over  (MM)  paj^es,  e.xtra  cloth.     $'-i  75. 


BIOBY'fi  SYSTEM  OF  MII)WII'Ki:Y.  With  N..t.« 
and  AddltioDH.1  IlliiHtDttlniiH.  hmrund  AiiiHrlcHii 
«><litiiin.  One  vulamu  octavo,  extra  clutb,  i'l'l  iih^hh. 
i2M. 


DEWEES'S  COIMPUEHENSIVE  SYSTEM  OF  MID- 
WIFKKY.  Twelfth  edition,  with  the  nulhors  last 
liniiriivi'iiiHiilM  and  CDrrnctlouM.  lii  our  octavo  vol- 
ume, oxtni  cloth,  of  UOO  piigoB.    <!S  .)0. 
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MEIGS  {CHARLES  D.),  31. D., 

-*~'^  Lately  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  &c.,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  PliiladeljMn. 

OBSTETRICS:   THE   SCIENCE   AND  THE   ART.     Fifth  edition, 

revised.     'Witli  one  hundred  and  thirty  illustrations.     In  one  beautifully  printed  octavo 
volume  of  760  large  pages.     Extra  cloth,  $5  50;  leather,  $6  50.      (Now  ready.) 
The  original  editioa  is  already  so  extensively  and    practitioner.    The  rapidity  with  whicli  the  very  large 


favorably  known  to  the  profession  that  no  recom- 
mendation is  necessary;  it  is  snfScient  to  say,  the 
present  edition  is  very  mnch  extended,  improved, 
aud  perfected.  Whilst  the  great  practical  talents  and 
unlimited  experience  of  the  author  render  it  a  most 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  practitioner,  it  is  so  con- 
densed as  to  constitute  a  most  eligible  and  excellent 
text-book  for  the  student. — Southern  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  July,  1867. 

It  is  to  the  student  that  our  author  has  more  par- 
ticularly addressed  himself;  bxit  to  the  practitioner 
we  believe  it  would  be  equally  serviceable  as  z.  book 
of  reference.  No  work  that  we  have  met  with  so 
thoroughly  details  everything  that  falls  to  the  lot  of 
the  accoucheur  to  perform.  Every  detail,  no  matter 
how  minute  or  how  trivial,  has  found  a  place. — 
Canada  Medical  Journal,  July,  1S67. 

This  very  excellent  work  on  the  science  and  art  of 
obsteti'ics  should  be  in  the  hands  of  ev.ery  student  and 


editions  have  been  exhausted  is  the  best  test  of  its 
true  merit.  Besides,  it  is  the  production  of  an  Ame- 
rican who  has  probably  had  more  experience  in  this 
branch  than  any  other  living  practitioner  of  the  coun- 
try.— St.  Louis  Med.,  and  Surg.  Journal,  Sept.  1867. 

He  has  also  carefully  endeavored  to  be  minute  and 
clear  in  his  details,  with  as  little  reiteration  as  possi- 
ble, and  beaiitifuUy  combines  the  relations  of  science 
to  art,  as  far  as  the  different  classifications  will  admit. 
— Detroit  Review  of  Med.  and  Pha.rm.,  Avig.  1SG7. 

We  now  take  leave  of  Dr.  Meigs.  There  are  many 
other  and  interesting  points  in  his  book  on  which  we 
would  fain  dwell,  but  are  constrained  to  bring  our  ob- 
servations to  a  close.  We  again  heartily  express  our 
approbation  of  the  labors  of  Dr.  Meigs,  extending  over 
many  years,  and  culminating  in  the  work  before  us, 
full  of  practical  hints  for  the  inexperienced,  and  even 
for  those  whose  experience  has  been  considerable. — 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Sept.  1S67. 


T)AMSBOTHAM  {FRANCIS  H.),  31.  D. 


THE    PRmCIPLES  AND    PRACTICE   OF    OBSTETRIC    MEDI- 

CINE  AND  SURGERY,  in  reference  to  the  Process  of  Parturition.  A  new  and  enlarged 
edition,  thoroughly  revised  by  the  author.  With  additions  by  W.  V.  Keating,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Obstetrics,  &c.,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  In  one  large 
and  handsome  imperial  octavo  volume  of  650  pages,  strongly  bound  in  leather,  with  raised 
bands ;  with  sixty-four  beautiful  plates,  and  numerous  wood-cuts  in  the  text,  containing  in 


all  nearly  200  large  and  beautiful  figures. 

We  will  only  add  that  the  student  will  learn  from 
it  all  he  need  to  know,  and  the  practitioner  will  find 
it,  as  a  book  of  reference,  surpassed  by  none  other. — 
Stethoscope. 

The  character  and  merits  of  Dr.  Eamsbotham's 
work  are  so  well  known  and  thoroughly  established, 
that  comment  is  unnecessary  and  praise  superfluous. 
The  illustrations,  which  are  numerous  and  accurate, 
are  executed  in  the  highest  style  of  art.  We  cannot 
too  highly  recommend  the  work  to  our  readers. — St. 
Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


00. 

To  the  physician's  library  it  is  indispensable,  while 
to  the  student,  as  a  text-book,  from  which  to  extract 
the  material  for  laying  the  foundation  of  an  educatioa 
on  obstetrical  science,  it  has  no  supei'ioi-. — Ohio  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  toil  we  underwent  in 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  this  subject,  we  cannot  but 
envy  the  student  of  the  present  day  the  aid  which 
this  work  will  afford  him. — Am.  Jour,  of  the  Med. 
Sciences. 


QHURCHILL  {FLEETWOOD),  3LD.,  3LR.LA. 
ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY.    A  new 

American  from  the  fourth  revised  and  enlarged  London  edition.     With  notes  and  additions 
by  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  author  of  a  "Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren," &c.     With  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  illustrations.     In  one  very  handsome  octavo 
volume  of  nearly  700  large  pages.     Extra  cloth,  $4  00;  leather,  $5  00. 
In  adapting  this  standard  favorite  to  the  wants  of  the  profession  in  the  United  States,  the  editor 
ha,?  endeavored  to  insert  everything  that  his  experience  has  shown  him  would  be  desirable  for  the 
American  student,  including  a  large  number  of  illustrations.     With  the  sanction  of  the  author, 
he  has  added,  in  the  form  of  an  appendix,  some  chapters  from  a  little  "Manual  for  Midwives  and 
Nurses,"  recently  issued  by  Dr.  Churchill,  believing  that  the  details  there  presented  can  hardly 
fail  to  prove  of  advantage  to  the  junior  practitioner.     The  result  of  all  these  additions  is  that  the 
work  now  contains  fully  one-half  more  matter  than  the  last  American  edition,  with  nearly  one- 
half  more  illustrations ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  a  smaller  type,  the  volume  contains 
almost  two  hundred  pages  more  than  before. 


These  additions  render  the  work  still  more  com- 
plete and  acceptable  than  ever;  and  with  the  excel- 
lent style  in  which  the  publishers  have  presented 
this  edition  of  Churchill,  we  can  commend  it  to  the 
profession  with  great  cordiality  and  pleasure. — Cin- 
oinnaii  Lancet. 

Few  works  on  this  branch  of  medical  science  are 
equal  to  it,  certainly  none  excel  it,  whether  in  regard 
to  theory  or  practice,  and  in  one  respect  it  is  superior 
to  all  others,  viz.,  in  its  statistical  information,  and 
therefore,  on  these  grounds  a  most  valuable  work  for 
the  physician,  student,  or  lecturer,  all  of  whom  will 
find  in  it  the  information  which  they  are  seeking. — 
Brit.  Ara.  Journal. 

The  present  treatise  i^  vp^tj  much  enlarged  and 
araplified  beyond  the  previous  editions  but  nothing 


has  been  added  which  could  be  well  dispensed  with. 
An  examination  of  the  table  of  contents  shows  how 
thoroughly  the  author  has  gone  over  the  ground,  and 
the  care  he  has  taken  in  the  text  to  present  the  sub- 
jects in  all  their  bearings,  will  render  this  new  edition 
even  more  necessary  to  the  obstetric  student  than 
were  either  of  the  former  editions  at  the  date  of  their 
appearance.  Wo  treatise  on  obstetrics  with  which  we 
are  acquainted  can  compare  favorably  with  this,  in 
I'espect  to  the  amount  of  material  which  has  been 
gathered  from  every  source. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal. 

There  is  no  better  text-book  for  students,  or  work 
of  reference  and  study  for  the  practising  physician 
than  this.  It  should  adorn  and  enrich  every  medical 
library. — Chicago  Med.  Journal. 
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QROSS  [SAMUEL  D.),  M.D., 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  MeOAcal  College  of  Philadelphia. 

A  SYSTEM  OF  SURGERY:   Pathological,  Diagnostic,  Therapeutic, 

and  Operative.    Illustrated  by  upwards  of  Thirteen  Hvindred  Engravings.    Fourth  edition, 
carefully  revised,  and  improved.    In  two  large  and  beautifully  printed  royal  octavo  volumes 
of  2200  pages,  strongly  bound  in  leather,  with  raised  bands.     $15  00. 
The  continued  favor,  shown  by  the  exhaustion  of  successive  large  editions  of  this  great  work, 
proves  that  it  has  successfully  supplied  a  want  felt  by  American  practitioners  and  students.    Though 
but  little  over  six  years  have  elapsed  since  its  first  publication,  it  has  already  reached  its  fourth 
edition,  while  the  care  of  the  author  in  its  revision  and  correction  has  kept  it  in  a  constantly  im- 
proved shape.     By  the  use  of  a  close,  though  very  legible  type,   an  unusually  large  amount  of 
matter  is  condensed  in  its  pages,  the  two  volumes  containing  as  much  as  four  or  five  ordinary 
octavos.     This,  combined  with  the  most  careful  mechanical  execution,  and  its  very  durable  binding, 
renders  it  one  of  the  cheapest  works  accessible  to  the  profession.     Every  subject  properly  belonging 
to  the  domain  of  surgery  is  treated  in  detail,  so  that  the  student  who  possesses  this  work  may  be 
said  to  have  in  it  a  surgical  library. 


It  must  long  remain  the  most  compi-ehensive  work 
on  this  important  part  of  medicine. — Boston  Medical 
and.  Surgical  Journal,  March  23,  1S65. 

We  have  compared  it  witli  most  of  our  standard 
works,  such  as  those  of  Erichsen,  Miller,  Fergusson, 
Syme,  and  others,  and  we  must,  in  justice  to  our 
author,  award  it  the  pre-eminence.  As  a  work,  com- 
pleie  in  almost  every  detail,  no  matter  how  minute 
Oi-  trifling,  and  embracing  every  .subject  known  in 
the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery,  we  believe  it 
stands  without  a  rival.  Dr.  Gross,  in  his  preface,  re- 
Diarks  "my  aim  has  been  to  embrace  the  whole  do- 
main of  surgery,  and  to  allot  to  every  subject  its 
legitimate  claim  to  notice;"  and,  we  assure  our 
readers,  he  has  kept  his  word.  It  is  a  work  which 
we  can  most  contidently  recommend  to  our  brethren, 
for  its  utility  is  becoming  the  more  evident  the  longer 
it  is  upon  the  shelves  of  our  library. — Ca,nada  Med. 
Journal,  September,  1S65. 

The  first  two  editions  of  Professor  Gross'  System  of 
Surgery  are  so  well  known  to  the  profession,  and  so 
highly  prized,  that  it  would  be  idle  for  us  to  speak  in 
prai.se  of  this  work. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal, 
September,  1S65. 

We  gladly  indorse  the  favorable  recommendation 
of  the  work,  both  as  regards  matter  and  style,  which 
we  uiade  when  noticing  its  first  appearance. — British 
a/ad  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  Oct.  IStio. 

The  most  complete  work  that  has  yet  issued  from 
the  press  on  the  science  and  practice  of  surgery. — 
London  Lancet. 

This  system  of  surgery  is,  we  predict,  destined  to 
take  a  commanding  position  in  our  surgical  litera- 
tui-e,  and  be  the  crowning  glory  of  the  author's  well 
earued  fame.  As  an  autliority  on  general  surgical 
subjects,  this  work  is  long  to  occui)y  a  pre-eminent 
place,  nut  only  at  home,  but  abroad.  We  have  no 
liesilation  in  pronouncing  it  without  a  rival  in  our 
language,  and  e^ual  to  the  best  systems  of  surgery  in 
any  language. — JV.  Y.  Med.  Journal. 

Not  only  by  far  the  best  text-book  on  the  subject, 
as  a  whole,  wiihin  the  reach  of  American  students, 
but  one  which  will  be  much  more  than  ever  likely 
to  be  resorted  to  and  regarded  as  a  high  authority 
aiiroad. — Am.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  Jan.  ISfio. 

The  work  contains  everything,  minor  and  major, 
operative  and  diagnostic,  including  mensuration  and 
examination,  venereal  diseases,  and  uterine  manipu- 
la,lioaH  and  operations.  It  is  a  complete  Thesaurus 
of  modern  uurgery,  where  the  student  and   practi- 


tioner shall  not  seek  in  vain  for  what  they  desiue. — 
San  Francisco  31ed.  Press,  Jan.  1S65. 

Open  it  where  we  may,  we  find  sound  practical  in- 
formation conveyed  in  plain  language.  'This  book  is 
no  mere  provincial  or  even  national  system  of  sur- 
gery, but  a  work  which,  while  very  largely  indebted 
to  the  past,  has  a  strong  claim  on  the  gratimde  of  the 
future  of  surgical  science. — Edinburgh  Med.  Journal, 
Jan.  1S6.5. 

A  glance  at  the  work  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
author  and  publisher  have  spared  no  labor  in  making 
it  the  most  complete  "System  of  Surgery"  ever  pub- 
lished in  any  country. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  April,  1S6.5. 

The  third  opportunity  is  now  otfered  during  our 
editorial  life  to  review,  or  rather  to  indorse  and  re- 
commend this  great  American  work  on  Surgery. 
Upon  this  last  edition  a  great  amount  of  labor  has 
been  expended,  though  to  all  others  except  the  authoi 
the  work  was  regarded  in  its  previous  editions  as  so 
full  and  complete  as  to  be  hardly  capable  of  improve- 
ment. Every  chapter  has  been  revised;  the  text  aug- 
mented by  nearly  two  hundred  pages,  and  a  con 
siderable  number  of  wood-cuts  have  been  introduced. 
Many  portions  have  been  entirely  re-writteu,  and  the 
additions  made  to  the  text  are  principally  of  a  prac 
tical  character.  This  comprehensive  treatise  upon 
surgery  has  undergone  revisions  and  enlargements, 
keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  art  and  science 
of  surgery,  so  that  whoever  is  in  possessioii  of  this 
work  may  consult  its  pages  upon  any  topic  embraced 
within  the  scope  of  its  department,  and  rest  satisfied 
that  its  teacliing  is  fully  up  to  the  present  standard 
of  surgical  knowledge.  It  is  also  so  comprehensive 
that  it  may  truthfully  be  said  to  embrace  all  thai  is 
actually  known,  that  is  really  of  any  value  in  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  surgical  diseases  aud  acci- 
dents. Wherever  illustration  will  add  clearness  to  the 
subject,  or  make  better  or  more  lasting  impres.sion,  it 
is  not  wanting;  in  this  respect  the  work  is  eminently 
superior. — Buffalo  Med.  Journal,  Dec.  1864. 

A  system  of  surgery  which  we  think  unrivalled  in 
our  language,  and  which  will  indelibly  associate  his 
name  with  surgical  .-.cionce.  And  wliat,  in  our  opin- 
ion, enhances  the  value  of  the  work  is  that,  while  tfie 
practising  surgeon  will  find  all  that  ho  requires  in  it, 
it  is  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  valuable  trea- 
tises which  can  be  put  into  tho  hands  of  the  student 
seeking  to  know  the  principles  and  practice  of  this 
branch  of  tlie  prol'ossiou  which  lie  designs  subse- 
(luently  to  follow.  —  The  Brit.  Atn.  Journ.,  Montreal. 


B 


Y  THE  fiAME  AUTHOR.  

A    rHACTICAL    TREATISE    ON   THE    PTSE.ASES,   INJURIES, 

AND  MALFORM.\TIONS  OP  THE  UKINAKY  BL.^DDKll,  THE  PROSTATE  GLAND, 
ANI>  THE  IJKI'/I'HRA.  Second  edition,  revi.sed  !md  imicli  enlarged,  with  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  illustnitions.  In  one  large  and  very  luiiid.«oine  octavo  volume,  of  over  nine 
hundred  page.s,  extra  cloth.     $4  00. 


Whoever  will  peruse  the  vast  amount  of  valuable 
practical  Infoririatlon  It  contains  will,  van  think,  Hgree 
with  UK,  that  there  iu  no  work  in  the  EngHHh  lau- 


(ruHge  wblrli  can  make  any  just  jirelonslous  to  be  its 
ecjual. — A'.  1'.  Journal  of  .M(dii-ine. 


nr  TIIF.   S.i.VE  AUTHOR.  

A   PRACTICAL    TREATISE    ON    FOREIGN    RODIES    IN   THE 

AIR-I'ASSA(iE.S.       In    one   bandxome   octavo   volume,    extra   cloth,    with    illustrations, 
pp.  468.     $2  75. 
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PRICHSEN  {JOHN), 

-*-^  Professor  of  Surffery  in  University  College,  London. 

THE  SCIENCE  AND  ART  OF  SURGERY;  being  a  Treatise  on  Sur- 

gical  Injuries,  Diseases,  and  Operations.  New  and  improved  American,  from  the  Second 
enlarged  and  carefully  revised  London  edition.  Illustrated  with  over  four  hundred  wood 
engravings.  In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  1000  closely  printed  pages ;  extra 
cloth,  $6;  leather,  raised  bands,  $7. 

We  are  bound  to  state,  and  we  do  so  without  wisli-  1  as  one  of  the  very  best,  if  not  the  best  text-book  of 
iug  to  draw  invidious  comparisons,  that  the  work  of  surgery  with  which  we  were  acquainted,  permits  us 
Mr.  Erichsen,  in  most  respects,  surpasses  any  that  to  give  it  but  a  passing  notice  totally  unworthy  of  its 
has  preceded  it.  Mr.  Erichsen's  is  a  practical  work,  i  merits.  It  may  be  contidently  asserted,  that  no  work 
couibiuing  a  due  proportion  of  the  "Science  and  Art  on  the  science  and  art  of  surgery  has  ever  received 
of  Surgery."  Having  derived  no  little  instruction  more  universal  commendation  or  occupied  a  higher 
from  it,  iu  many  important  branches  of  surgery,  we  position  as  a  general  text-book  on  surgery,  than  this 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  as  a  valu-  treatise  of  Professor  Erichsen. — Savannah  Journal  of 
able  book  alike  to  the  practitioner  and  the  student.  \  Medicine. 
—  Dublin  Quarterly.  j      jjj  f^iness  of  practical  detail  and  perspicuity  of 

Gives  a  very  admirable  practical  view  of  the  sci-    style,  convenience  of  arrangement  and  soundness  of 
euce  and  art  of  surgery. — Edinburgh  Med.  and,  Surg,    discrimination,  as  well  as  fairness  and  completeness 

of  discussion,  it  is  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  both 
student  and  practitioner  than  any  of  its  predecessors. 


Journal. 

We  recommend  it  as  the  best  compendium  of  sur- 
gery in  our  language. — London  Lancet. 

It  is,  we  think,  the  most  valuable  practical  work 
on  surgery  in  existence,  both  for  young  and  old  prac- 
titioners.— Nashville  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


— Am.  Journal  of  Med.  Sciences. 

After  careful  and  frequent  perusals  of  Erichsen's 
surgery,  we  are  at  a  loss  fully  to  express  our  admira- 
tion of  it.     The  author's  style  is  emiueutly  didactic, 
and  characterized  by  a  most  admirable  directness. 
The  limited  time  we  have  to  review  this  improved  ■  clearness,  and  compactness. — Ohio  Med.  and  Surg. 
edition  of  a  work,  the  first  issue  of  which  we  prized  '  Journal. 


jDT  THE  SAME  A  UTHOR.     (.Ready  in  June.) 

ON   RAILWAY,    AND    OTHER    INJURIES   OF    THE    NERYOUS 

SYSTEM.     In  small  octavo  volume.     Extra  cloth,  $1  00. 


We  welcome  this  as  perhaps  the  most  practically 
useful  treatise  written  for  many  a  day. — Medical 
Times. 

It  will  serve  as  a  most  useful  and  trustworthy  guide 


to  the  profession  in  general,  many  of  whom  may  be 
consulted  in  such  cases;  and  it  will,  no  doubt,  take 
its  place  as  a  text-book  on  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats. — Medical  Press. 


l\fILLER  {JAMES), 

-i-'J-  Laie  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  &c. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  SURGERY.     Fourth  American,  from  the  third  and 

revised  Edinburgh  edition.     In  one  large  and  very  beautiful  volume  of  700  pages,  with 
two  hundred  and  forty  illustrations  on  wood,  extra  cloth. 


75. 


E 


Y  THE  SAME  AUTHOR. 


THE   PRACTICE    OF   SURGERY.     Fourth  American,  from  the  last 

Edinburgh  edition.  Revised  by  the  American  editor.  Illustrated  by  three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  engravings  on  wood.  In  one  large  octavo  volume  of  nearly  700  pages,  extra 
cloth.     $3  75. 

It  is  seldom  that  two  volumes  have  ever  made  so  I  acquired.  The  author  is  an  eminently  sensible,  prac- 
profound  an  impression  in  so  short  a  time  as  the  |  tical,  and  well-informed  man,  who  knows  exactly 
"Principles"  and  the  "Practice"  of  Surgery  by  Mr.  what  he  is  talking  about  and  exactly  how  to  talk  it. — 
Miller,  or  so  richly  merited  the  reputation  they  have  |  Ke7itucky  Medical  Recorder. 


piRRIE  {  WILLIAM),  F.  R.  S.  E.. 

-*-  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 

THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  SURGERY.    Edited  by 

John  Neill,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Penna.  Medical  College,  Surgeon  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Ac.  In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  780  pages,  with  316 
illustrations,  extra  cloth.     $3  75. 


^ARGENT  {F.  W.),  M.D. 


ON  BANDAGING  AND  OTHER  OPERATIONS  OF  MINOR  SUR- 

GERY.    New  edition,  with  an  additional  chapter  on  Military  Surgery.    One  handsome  royal 
12mo.  volume,  of  nearly  400  pages,  with  184  wood-cuts.     Extra  cloth,  $1  75. 


Exceedingly  convenient  and  valuable  to  all  mem- 
ber.s  of  the  profession. — Chicago  Medical  Examiner, 
May,  1862. 

The  very  best  Dianual  of  Minor  Surgery  we  have 
seen. — Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 


We  cordially  commend  this  volume  as  one  which 
the  medical  student  should  most  closely  study;  and 
to  the  surgeon  in  practice  it  must  prove  itself  instruct- 
ive on  many  points  which  he  may  have  forgotten. — 
Brit.  Am.  Jov,rnul,  May.  1S62. 


MALGAIGNE'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY.  With  nu- 
merous illustrations  on  wood.  In  one  handsome 
octavo  volume,  extra  cloth,  of  nearly  iJOO  pp.    $2  .')0. 


SKEY'S  OPERATIVE  SURG  ERY.  In  one  very  hand- 
some octavo  volume,  extra  cloth,  of  over  650  page.s, 
with  about  100  wood-cats.    $3  25. 
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JIRUITT  [ROBERT),  M.R.G.S.,  &>c. 


THE  PRINCIPLES  AXD  PRACTICE  OF  MODERT^  SURGERY. 

A  new  and  revised  American,  from  the  eighth  enlarged  and  improved  London  edition.    Illus- 
trated with  four  hundred  and  thirty -two  wood-engravings.     In  one  very  handsome  octavo 
volume,  of  nearly  700  large  and  closely  printed  pages.    Extra  cloth,  §4  00 ;  leather,  Qb  00. 
Besides  the  careful  revision  of  the  author,  this  work  has  had  the  advantage  of  very  thorough 
editing  on  the  part  of  a  competent  surgeon  to  adapt  it  more  completely  to  the  wants  of  the  Ameri- 
can student  and  practitioner.     Many  illustrations  have  been  introduced,  and  every  care  has  been 
taken  to  render  the  mechanical  execution  unexceptionable.     At  the  very  low  price  affixed,  it  will 
therefore  be  found  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  useful  volumes  accessible  to  the  American 
practitioner. 

All  that  the  surgical  student  or  practitioner  could  i  theoretical  surgical  opinions,  no  work  that  we  are  at 
desire. — D^'Min  Quarterly  Journal.  i  present  acquainted  with  can  at  all  compare  with  it. 

It  is  a  most  admirable  book.  "We  do  not  know  It  is  a  compendium  of  surgical  theory  (if  we  may  use 
when  we  have  examined  one  with  more  pleasure.—  |  "^^  word)  and  practice  in  itself,  and  well  deserves 
Boston  lied,  and  Surg.  Journal.  '  '^°  °=H^..f.  ^i..»h  „T,„n  m  —k^h   4^rn  .Tn„,.:,ni 


In  Mr.  Druitt's  book,  though  containing  only  some 
seven  hundred  pages,  bot;i  the  principles  and  the 
practice  of  surgery  are  treated,  and  so  clearly  and 
perspicuously,  as  to  elucidate  every  important  topic. 
The  fact  that  twelve  editions  have  already  been  called 

for,  in  these  days  of  active  competition,  would  of  every  medical  student, 
itself  show  it  to  possess  marked  superiority.  We  and^  Eevieio. 
have  examined  the  book  most  thoroughly,  and  can 
say  that  this  success  is  well  merited.  His  book, 
moreover,  possesses  the  inestimable  advantages  of 
having  the  subjects  perfectly  well  arranged  and  clas- 
sified, and  of  being  written  in  a  style  at  once  clear 
and  succinct. — Am.  Journal  of  Med.  Sciences. 


the  estimate  placed  upon  it. — Brit.  Am.  Journal. 

Thus  enlarged  and  improved,  it  will  continue  to 
rank  among  our  best  text-books  on  elementary  sur- 
gery.— Cohirahu.t  Eev.  of  Med.  and  Surg. 

We  must  close  this  brief  notice  of  an  admirable 

work  by  recommending  it  to  the  earnest  attention  of 

Charleston  Medical  Journal 


A  test-book  which  the  general  voice  of  the  profes- 
sion in  both  England  and  America  has  commended  as 
one  of  the  most  admirable  "manuals,"  or,  "-'vade 
rnecura"  as  its-  English  title  runs,  which  can  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  student.  The  merits  of 
Druitt's  Surgery  are  too  well  known  to  every  one  to 


Whether  we  view  Druitt's  Surgery  as  a  guide  to    need  any  further  euiogium  from  us. — Nashville  Med. 
operative  procedures,  or  as  representing  the  latest    Journal. 


TJAMILTON  [FRANK  K),  M.D., 

Professor  of  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  &c.  in  Bellevue  Hosp.  Med.  College,  New  York. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE   OX  FRACTURES  AND   DISLOCA- 

TIONS.  Third  edition,  thoroughly  revised.  In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume 
of  777  pages,  with  294  illustrations,  extra  cloth,  §5  75.  (Just  Issued.) 
The  demand  which  has  so  speedily  exhausted  two  large  editions  of  this  work  shows  that  the 
author  has  succeeded  in  supplying  a  want,  felt  by  the  profession  at  large,  of  an  exhaustive  treatise 
on  a  frequent  and  troublesome  class  of  accidents.  The  unanimous  voice  of  the  profession,  abroad 
as  well  as  at  home,  has  pronounced  it  the  most  comiDlete  work  to  which  the  surgeon  can  refer  for 
information  respecting  all  details  of  the  subject.  In  the  preparation  of  this  new  edition,  the 
author  has  sedulously  endeavored  to  render  it  worthy  a  continuance  of  the  favor  which  has  been 
accorded  to  it,  and  the  experience  of  the  recent  war  has  afforded  a  large  amount  of  material  which 
he  has  sought  to  turn  to  the  best  practical  account. 

In  fulness  of  detail,  simplicity  of  arrangement,  and  i  American  professor  of  surgery;  and  his  book  adds 
accuracy  of  description,  this  work  stands  unrivalled.  '  one  more  to  the  listof  excellent  practical  works  wlr.cli 
So  far  as  we  know,  no  other  work  on  Hie  subject  in  '  have  emanated  from  liis  country,  notice.s  of  which 
the  English  language  can  bo  compared  with  it.  While  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  our  columns  du- 
congralulating  our  Iraus-Atlantic  brethren  on  tlie  ,  ring  the  last  few  monihs.— London  Lancet,  Dec.  Ij, 
European  reputation  wliich  Dr.  Hamilton,  along  with  ,  lSiji3. 

many  other  American  surgeons,  has  attained,  we  also  1  These  additions  make  the  work  much  more  viilua- 
rnay  be  proud  that,  in  the  mother  tongue,  a  classical  I  ble,  and  it  must  be  accepted  as  the  most  complete 
work  lias  been  produced  which  need  not  fear  compa-  monograph  on  the  subject,  certainly  in  our  own,  if 
rison  with  the  standard  treatises  of  any  other  nation,  not  even  in  any  other  \>ing\xa,se.— American  Jmirnol 
— Edinburgh  Med.  Journal,  Dec.  JSU'i.  j  Med.  Science.'),  Jan.  18U7. 

The  credit  of  gi  viog  to  the  profession  the  only  com  '  ,  l^'V"  \*  ',''?  """^'  complete  treatise  oil  the  subject  iu 
plete  practical  treatise  on  fraclureB  and  dislocations  the  English  languago.-7.Vt«tm(/ *.l&*<mef,  Jan.  IS(37. 
In  our  language  during  the  present  century,  belongs  A  mirror  of  all  that  is  vahiablo  in  modern  uurgory. 
Id  the  autiior  of  the  work  before  uh,  a  distinguished   Richiuond  Med.  Journal,  Nov.  ISOO. 


B 


I  /.•  WELL  [RTCTTA  RD),  F.  R.  C.  S., 

Atxinldiit  Surgii'in  Charing  droHH  llii.ijiitdt,  .Vv. 

A  TKHATJSK  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  JOINTS.     lllustrnt.Ml  willi 

engraving.s  on  wood.    In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about  500  pages ;  extra  cloth, 


BKODIE'S   CLINICAL   LECTnUES   ON   SUKGEHY. 
1  rol.  8vo.,  aV)  pp.;  cloth,  ijll  'i>'>. 

COni'EK  ON  THE  KTUUCTHKE  AND  DISEASES  OF 

THK  TKKTIH,   A.Ml  o.N  Till'.   TllVMI'H   Ol.A.NK.       <lue  Vol. 

Iriiperlal  Svo.,  exiru  doth,  with  177  Ugun.'n  on  i!!' 
platen.    $2  OU. 


COOPER'S  LECTmjES  ON  THE  rRINCIPLES  AND 
I'uAcnoK  01'  SuiioHKY.  lu  0110  Very  largo  octavo 
volume,  oxira  clolh,  of  7S0  pagWM.    k'l  00. 

OinsON'S  IN.STITITTES  AND  T'UACTICE  OF  SUK- 
ciilKY.  Eighth  I'dlllon,  linpr^ived  and  altered.  Willi 
Ihirly-four  jiIuIi'm.  In  two  haud.tomo  ocliivn  vol- 
uuitH,  about  1000  I'HgnH,  leather,  rtilsud  bauds.  ifO  fiO. 
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rOTNBEE  [JOSEPH),  F.R.S., 

Aur<yl  Surgreon  to  a7id  Lecturer  on  Surgery  at  St.  Mary^s  Eospital. 

THE  DISEASES  OP  THE  EAR:  their  Nature,  Diagnosis,  and  Treat- 
ment. With  one  hundred  engravings  on  wood.  Second  American  edition.  In  one  very 
handsomely  printed  octavo  volume  of  440  pages ;  extra  cloth,  $4. 


The  appearance  of  a  volnme  of  Mr.  Toynbee's,  tbere- 
fore,  ia  which  the  s^ubject  of  aural  disease  is  treated 
in  the  most  scientific  manner,  and  our  linowledge  in 
respect  to  it  placed  fully  on  a  par  with  that  which 
we  possess  respecting  most  other  organs  of  the  body, 
is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratnlatiou.  We  may  rea- 
sonably hope  that  henceforth  the  subject  of  this  trea- 
tise will  cease  to  be  among  the  op2}robria  of  medical 
science. — London  Medical  Review. 


The  work,  as  was  stated  at  the  outset  of  our  notice, 
is  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  every  page  and  paragrai>h 
of  it  are  worthy  of  the  most-thorough  study.  Con- 
sidered all  in  all — as  an  original  work,  well  writteu, 
philosophically  elaborated,  and  happily  illustrated 
with  cases  and  drawings — it  is  by  far  the  ablest  mo- 
nograph that  has  ever  appeared  on  the  anatomy  and 
diseases  of  the  ear,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  con- 
tributions to  the  art  and  science  of  surgery  in  the 
nineteenth  century. — N.  Am.  3fed.-C/iirurff.  Review. 


TAUR ENCE  {JOHN  Z.),  F.  R.  G.  S.,     and      llfO ON {ROBER T  C), 

-^  Editor  of  the  Ophthalmic  Revieio,  &c.  "^"^      -^'«'*'l  Surgeon  to  theSouthwark  Oph- 

•'  -^  thalmie  Hospital,  &o. 

A  HA^^DY-BOOK  OP    OPHTHALMIC    SIJPvGEIlY,  for  the  use  of 

Practitioners.     With  numerous  illustrations.     In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume,  extra 
cloth.     $2  50.     (Just  Issued.) 


No  book  on  ophthalmic  surgery  was  more  needed. 
Designed,  as  it  is,  for  the  wants  of  the  busy  practi- 
tioner, it  is  the  neplus  ultra,  of  perfection.  It  epito- 
mizes all  the  diseases  incidental  to  the  eye  in  a  clear 
and  masterly  manner,  not  only  enabling  the  practi- 
tioner readily  to  diagnose  each  variety  of  disease,  but 
aflbrding  him  the  more  important  assistance  of  proper 
treatment.  Altogether  this  is  a  work  which  ought 
certainly  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  general  practi- 
tioner.—Z>(t&fci  Med.  Press  oMd  Girctdar,  Sept.  12,  '66, 

We  cordially  recommend  this  book  to  the  notice  of 
our  readers,  as  containing  an  excellent  outline  of 
modern  ophthalmic  surgery. — British  Med.  Journal, 
October  13,  1S66. 


Not  only,  as  its  modest  title  suggests,  a  "Handy- 
Book"  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  but  an  excellent  and 
well-digested  resume  of  all  that  is  of  practical  value 
in  the  specialty. — New  York  Medical  Journal,  No- 
vember, 1S66. 

This  object  the  authors  have  accomplished  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner,  and  we  know  no  -yvork 
we  can  more  highly  recommend  to  the  "busy  practi- 
tioner" who  wishes  to  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  recent  improvements  in  ophthalmic  science.  Such 
a  work  as  this  was  much  wanted  at  this  time,  and 
this  want  Messrs.  Laurence  and  Moon  have  now  well 
supplied. — Am.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  Jan.  1867. 


T  A  ^YSON  {GEORGE),  F.  R.  G.  S.,  Engl. 

-*^  Assistiint  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  3Ioorfields,  &c. 

INJURIES  OF  THE  EYE,  ORBIT,  AND  EYELIDS:  their  Imme- 

diate   and  Remote  Effects.      With  about  one  hundred  illustrations.      In  one  very  hand- 
some octavo  volume,  extra  cloth,  §3  50.      {Just  Ready.) 

This  work  will  be  found  eminently  iitted  for  the  getieral  practitioner.  In  cases  of  functional 
or  structural  diseases  of  the  eye,  the  physician  who  has  not  made  ophthalmic  surgery  a  special 
study  can,  in  most  instances,  refer  a  patient  to  some  competent  practitioner.  Cases  of  fnjury, 
however,  supervene  suddenly  and  usually  require  prompt  assistance,  and  a  work  devoted  espe- 
cially to  them  cannot  but  prove  essentially  useful  to  those  who  may  at  any  moment  be  called  upon 
to  treat  such  accidents.  The  present  volume,  as  the  work  of  a  gentleman  of  large  experience, 
may  be  considered  as  eminently  worthy  of  confidence  for  reference  in  all  such  emergencies. 

It  is  an  admirable  practical  book  in  the  highest  and  ;  fulness  of  practical  knowledge.  We  predict  for  Mr. 
best  sense  of  the  phrase.  Copiously  illustrated  by  |  Lawson's  work  a  great  and  well-merited  success, 
excellent  woodcuts,  and  with  well-selected,  well-  i  We  are  confident  that  the  profession,  and  especially, 
described  cases,  it  is  written  in  plain,  simple  Ian-  as  we  have  said,  our  country  brethren,  will  feel 
guage,  and  in  a  style  the  transparent  clearness  and  !  grateful  to  him  for  having  given  them  in  it  a  guide 
frankness,  so  to  speak,  of  which,  add  greatly  to  its  |  and  counsellor  fully  up  to  the  most  advanced  state  of 
value  and  usefulness.  Only  a  master  of  his  subject  [  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  and  of  whom  they  can  make  a 
could  so  write;  every  topic'is  handled  with  an  ease,  j  trusty  and  familiar  friend. — London  Medical  Times 
decision,  and  straightforwardness,  that  show  the  I  and  Gazette,  May  IS,  1S67. 
skilful  and  highly  educated   surgeon  writing  from  I 


J 


'ONES  [T.  WHARTON),  F.  R.  S., 

Professor  of  Ojjhthalmic  3Ied.  and  Surg,  in  University  College,  London. 

THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  OPHTHALMIC  MEDI- 
CINE AND  SURGERY.  With  one  hundred  and  seventeen  illustrations.  Third  and  re- 
vised American,  with  Additions  from  the  second  London  edition.  In  one  handsome  octavo 
volume  of  455  pages,  extra  cloth.     $3  25. 


IfA  CKENZIE  (  W.) ,  31.  D., 

JjI.  Surgeon  Oculist  in  Scotland  in  ordviuiry  to  her  Majesty,  &c. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES  AND  INJURIES  OF 

THE  EYE.  To  which  is  prefixed  an  Anatomical  Introduction  explanatory  of  a  Horizontal 
Section  of  the  Human  Eyeball,  by  Thomas  Wharton  Jones,  F.  R.  S.  From  the  fourth 
revised  and  enlarged  London  edition.  With  Notes  and  Additions  by  Addinell  Hewson, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Wills  Hospital,  &c.  kc.  In  one  very  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume 
of  1027  pages,  extra  cloth,  with  plates  and  numerous  wood-cuts.     $6  50. 
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y^ALES  [PHILIP  S.),  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  N. 
MECHANICAL  THERAPEUTICS:  a  Practical  Treatise  on  Surgical 

Apparatus,   Appliances,  and  Elementary  Operations  :    embracing  Minor  Surgery,   Band- 
aging, Orthopraxy,  and  the  Treatment  of  Fractures  and  Dislocations.     With  six  hundred 
and  forty-two  illustrations  on  wood.     In  one  large  and  handsome  octavo  volume  of  about 
700  pages:  extra  cloth,  $5  75;  leather,  $6  75.      {Now  Ready.) 
The  author  has  attempted  in  this  volume  to  supply  a  want  which  has  been  generally  felt  by 
students  and  practitioners  of  a  work  which  should  present,  minutely,  but  concisely,  the  various 
details  in  surgical  operations,  which  are  apt  to  be  passed  over  in  systematic  treatises.     It  flills 
to  the  lot  of  comparatively  few  surgeons  to  perform  the  major  operations,  but  every  physician, 
especially  in  the  country,  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  called  upon  to  remedy  some  accident  or 
to  prevent  some  deformity,  and  the  aim  of  the  present  treatise  is  to  present  that  kind  of  informa- 
tion with  such  detail  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  unfailing  book  of  reference.     The  very  com- 
plete series  of  illustrations  renders  the  whole  easy  of  comprehension  by  the  student,  while  the 
author's  practical  experience  in  the  naval  service,  and  the  care  with  which  he  has  collected  the 
results  of  the  latest  authorities,  at  home  and  abroad,  give  assurance  of  the  value  of  his  teachings. 
A  very  condensed  summary  is  subjoined  of  the 

COISTTEnSTTS. 

PART  I.    Of  the  Apparatus  op  Dressing. 

Chap.  I.  Of  the  Instruments  of  Dressing. — II.  Of  the  First  Pieces  of  Dressing. — III.  On  the 
Use  of  some  Topical  Remedies. — IV.  On  the  Use  of  Water  in  Surgical  Dressings  and  Inju- 
ries.— V.  Injections. — VI.  On  the  Use  of  Gases  and  Vapors. — VII.  Bandages. — VIII. 
Special  or  Regional  Bandaging. 

PART  II.    Mechanical  Bandages  and  Apparatus. 

Chap.  I.  Apparatus  for  Remedying  Loss  of  Parts. — II.  Apparatus  for  Remedying  Loss  of 
Function. — III.  Apparatus  for  Remedying  Loss  of  Symmetry. 
PART  III.    Fractures;  their  Reduction,  Dressing,  and  Apparatus. 

Chap.  I.  General  Consideration  of  Fractures. — II.  Fractures  of  Particular  Bones. 
PART  IV.   Dislocations;  their  Reduction,  Dressing,  and  Apparatus. 

Chap.  I.  Sprains  or  Strains. — II.  Dislocations  in  General. — III.  Particular  Dislocations. 
PART.  V,    The  Minor  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Chap.  I.  Rubefaction. — II.  Vesication. — III.  Cauterization. — IV.  Moxa. — V.  Issues. — VI. 
Setons — VII.  Acupuncture  and  Electropuncture. — VIII.  Puncturing. — IX.  Vaccination. 
—X.  Incisions. — XI.  Bloodletting.  —  XII.  Extraction  of  Teeth.  —  XIII.  Catheterism  — 
XIV.  Removal  of  Foreign  Bodies. — XV.  On  the  Modes  of  Arresting  Hemorrhage. — XVI. 
On  the  Dressings  of  Wounds. — XVII.  Ansesthesia. 

The  adoption  of  this  work  for  use  in  both  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  is  a  s-uffi- 
cient  guarantee  of  its  usefulness  to  the  practitioner. 


j^SHTON  [T.  J.) 

ON  THE   DISEASES,  INJURIES,  AND  MALFORMATIONS   OF 

THE  RECTUM  AND  ANUS;  with  remarks  on  Habitual  Constipation.  Second  American, 
from  the  fourth  and  enlarged  London  edition.  With  handsome  illustrations.  In  one  very 
beautifully  printed  octavo  volume  of  about  300  pages.     $3  25.     {Just  Issued.) 


We  can  recommeud  tliis  volume  of  Mr  A.shtoa'.s  in 
the  strongest  terms,  a.s  containing  all  the  late.st  details 
of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  disea-ses  connected 
with  the  rectum. — Canada  Mud.  Journ.,  March,  ISbti. 

One  of  the  moft  valuable  Bpecial  treatises  that  the 
phyiiician  and  surgeon  can  have  in  his  library. — 
Chicago  ili-Aical  ExaiiUne.r,  Jan.  1866. 


Tlie  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  former  American  reprint,  and  the 
numerous  editions  publi.'ihed  in  England,  are  the  best 
arguments  we  can  offer  of  the  merits,  and  of  the  use- 
lessuess  of  any  commendation  on  our  part  of  a  book 
already  so  favorably  known  to  our  readers. — Boston 
Med.  and  Sure/.  Journal,  Jan.  25,  1866. 


JI£ORLAND  (  W.  W.),  M.  D. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY  ORGANS;  a  Coiiipondium  of  their 

l)ifif;no.«i.".   Pathology,  and  Treatment.     With  illustrations.     In  one  large  and  handsome 
octavo  volume  of  about  (iOO  pages,  o.ttra  cloth.     Ji3  50. 
Taken  aK  a  whole,  we  can  ri'coiiiiiichd  Dr.  Morliuid'.H  I  of  every  inodlcal  or  surgical  practitioner. — Brit,  and 
compoudluiuaHa  very  deMlrubleaddUiiiii  tollio  liljiary  |  Fur.  Med.-CUir.  Jii'.oii.w,  April,  KS.<9. 


rjURLTNG  {T.Ji.),  F.Ii.S., 

Suri/'-nn  In  IhH  Lnmloii  Jli>/r/,U'il.,  Pr<:ti<lf.)U  of  the  Ihinln-lan  Soriehj,  .<v. 

A   T'RA(;TICAL   TliKATlSlO    ON    DISEASES    OF    THE    TESTLS, 

HI'KKMATIC  COllD,  AND  SCROTUM.  Socorul  Aincricnii,  from  the  second  and  enlarged 
English  edition.  In  one  handdome  octavo  volume,  extra  cloth,  with  numerous  illustra- 
tion.s.     pp.  420.     $2  OU. 
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rpAYLOR  {ALFRED  S.),  31. D., 

-*■  Lecturer  on  Med.  Jurisp.  and  Chemistry  in  Ouy''s  Hosintal. 

MEDICAL   JURISPRITDENCE.     Sixth  American,  from   the   eighth 

and  revised  London  edition.     With  Notes  and  References  to  American  Decisions,  by  Cle- 
ment B.  Penrose,  of  the  Philadelphia  Bar.     In  one  large  octavo  volume  of  776  pages, 
extra  cloth,  $4  50  ;  leather,  $5  50.      [Novj  Ready.) 
Considerable  additions  have  been  made  by  the  editor  to  this  edition,  comprising  some  important 
sections  from  the  author's  larger  work,  "  The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medical  Jurisprudence," 
as  well  as  references  to  American  law  and  practice.     The  notes  of  the  former  editor,  Dr.  Harts- 
horne.  have  likewi.<;e  been  retained,  and  the  whole  is  presented  as  fully  worthy  to  maintain  the 
distinguished  position  which  the  work  has  acquired  as  a  leading  text-book  and  authority  on  the 
subject. 

A  new  editiou  of  a  work  acknowledged  as  a  stand-  j  elaborate  treatises. — New  York  Medical  Record,  Feb. 
ard  autlioritv  everywhere  within  the  range  of  the  1  15,  lSi37. 

English  langudge.  _  Considering  the  new  matter  intro-  j  ^be  present  edition  of  this  valuable  manual  is  a 
duced,  on  tvichiniasis  and  other  suhjects,  and  the  i  „^.^.^^  imi.rovement  on  those  which  have  preceded  it. 
plates  representmg  the  crystals  ot  poisons,  etc. ,  it  may    g,3„.,g  admirable  instruction  on  the  subiect  of  evidence 


jbje 
and  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  medical  wit- 
nesses has  been  added  hy  the  distinguished  author, 
and  some  fifty  cuts,  illustrating  chiefly  the  crystalline 
forms  and  microscopic  structure  of  substances  used 
as  poisons,  inserted.  The  American  editor  has  also 
introduced  several  chapters  from  Dr.  Taylor's  larger 
work,  "The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence," relating  to  trichiniasis,  sexual  malforma- 
tion, insanity  as  affecting  civil  responsibility,  suicidal 
mania,  and  life  insurance,  &c.,  which  add  considerably 
to  its  value.  Besides  this,  he  has  introduced  nume- 
rous references  to  cases  which  have  occurred  in  this 
country.  It  makes  thus  by  far  the  best  guide-hook 
in  this  department  of  medicine  for  students  and  the 
general  practitioner  in  our  language. — Boston  Med. 
and,  Surg.  Journal,  Dec.  27,  1866. 

Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence  has  been  the  text- 
book in  our  colleges  for  years,  and  the  present  edi- 
his  well-earned  position.  No  one  should,  in  fact,  be  '  tlon,  with  the  valuable  additions  made  by  the  Ameri- 
without  a  text-book  on  the  subject,  as  he  does  not  i  can  editor,  render  it  the  most  standard  work  of  the 
know  but  that  his  next  case  may  create  for  him  an  day,  oa  the  peculiar  province  of  medicine  on  wliich 
emergency  for  its  u.se.  To  those  who  are  not  the  for-  j  it  treats.  The  American  editor,  Dr.  Hartshorne,  has 
tunate  possessors  of  a  reliable, Teadable,  interesting,  1  done  his  duty  to  the  text,  and,  upon  the  whole,  we 
and  thoroughly  pi-actical  work  upon  the  subject,  we  i  cannot  but  consider  this  volume  the  best  and  richest 
wi-iuld  earnestly  recommend  this,  as  forming  the  best  '•  treatise  on  medical  jurisprudence  in  our  language. — 
groundwork  for  all  their  future  studies  of  the  more  i  Brit.  Am.  3Ied.  Journal. 


fairly  be  regarded  as  the  most  compact,  comprehen- 
sive, and  practical  work  on  medical  jurisprudence 
which  has  issued  from  the  press,  and  the  one  best 
fitted  for  students. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
Feb.  1857. 

The  sixth  edition  of  this  popular  work  comes  to  us 
in  charge  of  a  new  editor,  Mr.  Penrose,  of  the  Phila- 
delphia bar,  who  has  done  much  to  render  it  useful, 
not  only  to  the  medical  practitioners  of  this  country, 
but  to  those  of  his  own  profession.  Wisely  retaining 
the  references  of  the  former  American  editor,  Dr. 
Hartshorne,  he  has  added  many  valuable  notes  of  his 
own.  The  reputation  of  Dr.  Taylor's  work  is  so  well 
established,  that  it  needs  no  recommendation.  He  is 
now  the  highest  living  authority  on  all  matters  con- 
nected with  forensic  medicine,  and  every  successive 
edition  of  his  valuable  work  gives  fresh  assurance  to 
bis  manv  admirers  that  he  will  continue  to  maintain 


yiTINSLOW  [FORBES),  M.D.,  D.C.L.,  ^-c. 

OK  OBSCURE  DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN"  AND  DISORDERS 

OF  THE  MIND;  their  incipient  Symptoms,  Pathology,  Diagnosis,  Treatment,  and  Pro- 
phylaxis. Second  American,  from  the  third  and  revised  English  edition.  In  one  handsome 
octavo  volume  of  nearly  600  pages,  extra  cloth.     $4  25.      (Just  Issued.) 

Of  the  merits  of  Dr.  Winslow's  treatise  the  profes-  '■  our  conviction  that  it  is  long  since  so  important  and 
sion  has  sufficiently  judged.    It  has  taken  its  place  in  '  beautifully  written  a  volume  has  issued  from  tlje 


the  front  rank  of  the  works  upon  the  special  depart- 
ment of  practical  medicine  to  which  it  pertains. — 
Cincinnati  -Journal  of  Medicine,  March,  1S66. 

It  is  an  interesting  volume  that  will  amply  repay 
for  a  careful  perusal  by  all  intelligent  readers. — 
Chicago  Med.  Exa.rniner  Feb.  1S66. 

A  work  which,  like  the  present,  will  largely  aid 
the  practitioner  in  recognizing  and  arresting  the  first 
in.-<idious  advances  of  cerebral  and  mental  disease,  is 
one  of  immense  practical  value,  and  demands  earnest 
attention  and  diligent  study  on  the  part  of  all  who 
have  embraced  the  medical  profession,  and  have 
thereby  undertaken  responsibilities  in  which  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  individuals  and  families 
are  largely  involved.  We  shall  therefore  close  this 
brief  and  necessarily  very  imperfect  notice  of  Dr. 
Wlnslow's  great  and  classical  work  by  expressing 


British  medical  press.  The  details  of  the  manag 
ment  of  confirmed  cases  of  insanity  more  nearly  in- 
terest those  who  have  made  mental  diseases  their 
special  study;  but  Dr.  Winslow's  masterly  exposi- 
tion of  the  early  symptoms,  and  his  graphic  descrip 
tions  of  the  insidious  advances  of  incipient  insanity, 
together  with  his  judicious  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  disorders  of  the  mind,  should,  we  repeat,  be 
carefully  studied  by  all  who  have  undertaken  the 
responsibilities  of  medical  practice. — JOublin  Medical 
Press. 

It  is  the  most  interesting  as  well  as  valuable  book 
that  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  It  is  truly  fasci- 
nating.— A'm.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences. 

Dr.  Winslow's  work  will  undoubtedly  occupy  an 
unique  position  in  the  medico-psychological  litera- 
ture of  this  country. — London  Med.  Review. 


TEA  [HENRY  C.) 

SUPERSTITION    AND    FORCE:    ESSAYS    OX    THE   WAfiER    OF 

LAW,   THE  WAGER  OF  BATTLE,  THE  ORDEAL,  AND  TORTURE.     In  one  hand- 

gorae  volume  royal  12mo.,  of  406  pages  ;   extra  cloth,  $2  60. 

The  copious  collection  of  facts  by  which  Mr.  Lea  has 

illustrated  his  subject  shows  in  the  fullest  manner  the 

constant  conflict  and  varying  success,  the  advances 

and  defeats,  by  which  the  progre.-;s  of  humane  legisla- 


tion has  been  and  is  still  marked.  This  work  fills  up 
with  the  fullest  exemplification  and  detail  the  wise 
remarks  which  we  have  quoted  above.  As  a  book  of 
xeady  reference  on  the  subject  it  is  of  the  highest 
value. — Westminster  Review,  Oct.  1867. 

When — half  in  spite  of  himself,  as  it  appears — he 
sketches  a  scene  or  character  in  the  history  of  legalized 
error  and  cruelty,  he  betrays  so  artistic  a  feeling,  and 


a  humor  so-fine  and  good,  that  he  makes  us  regret  it 
was  not  within  his  intent,  as  it  was  certainly  within 
his  power,  to  render  the  whole  of  his  thorough  work 
more  popular  in  manuer. — Atlantic  Monthly,  Feb.  '67. 
This  is  a  book  of  extraordinary  research.  Mr.  Lea 
has  entered  into  his  subject  con  amore ;  and  a  more 
striking  record  of  the  cruel  superstitions  of  our  un- 
happy Middle  Ages  could  not  possibly  have  been  com- 
piled. ...  As  a  work  of  curious  inquiry  on  certain 
outlying  points  of  obsolete  law,  "Superstition  and 
Force"  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  books  we  have 
met  with. — London  AthencBum,  Nov.  S,  1866. 
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